Why I Want to be an Army Chaplain 


     From a very young age I was ingrained with the importance of serving others, I watched this in my parents, I heard it in speeches and feel a great sense of accomplishment by serving others. The words of John F. Kennedy echo in my mind, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.” This sense of duty to serve has lead me to be involved in my home town where I have served as a volunteer firefighter and emergency medical technician with the emergency medical services. I have been an active participant in my community church where I served as a Youth Leader and Elder. During this time I completed my under graduate degree and began to feel a sense of call to the ministry. Continuing to see where this would lead I was encouraged to attend seminary and after 3 grueling years of study graduated in April 2004. I served a small Church for 2 years, performing funerals, preaching sermons, teaching Sunday school classes and yet I did not feel a sense of fulfillment.  I wanted a job where I could use my life experiences that include ministry to soldiers. Initially I was told that the only opportunity would be as a Chaplain Assistant, I thought that if this is where the Lord wanted me than that is where I would go. When Chaplain Smith and Thomas discovered that I had a Masters in Divinity and a desire to serve the Lord I was asked if being a Chaplain was an option for me.

I will apply my skills and talents to the very best of my ability to minister to soldiers.  Serving as a Chaplain in the Army is, to me, the best way to meet fulfill my spiritual goals while at the same time providing a patriotic service to my country.
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