
 New York 
 

This years State Volunteer and Youth 
Symposium will take place on 

 November 7th-9th 2008. 
The symposium is for ALL Family members, volunteers and 

military points of contact for the Army and Air National 
Guard. Registered adults attending are invited to bring their 

youth ages 6-18  
 

This will be held at DMNA – JFHQ 

330 Old Niskayuna Rd, Latham, NY. 

The host hotel will be the Holiday Inn Turf 

Wolf Road in Latham, NY. 
 

A full program of fun for kids 6-18!!! 
 

Please keep this date free!!! 

 

To Sign up for this fun event please see registration form at the 
end of the newsletter.  

We look forward to seeing all of you!!! 

 From all of us at Family Programs!!! 
 

Guard En Of Youth 

Program Coordinator 

 

Shelly Aiken 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 
10567 

(Phone) 914-788-7405 

(Fax)  914-788-7407 

(Cell) 518-727-0628 
shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil 

www.guardfamilyyouth.org 

 

 

 Call Toll Free: 

1-877-715-7817 
 

Check us out on the 
Web!!! 

 

http://dmna.state.ny.us/family/
famredi.php  

I like a teacher who gives you something to take home to think about 
besides homework. Submitted by Chris Age 14 
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PROJECT  PEN PAL 
 

 

With Project Pen Pal you will meet other military children around 
the world. You can make friends, learn about their traditions, cul-
ture’s, how they feel about their schools and their hobbies. In ad-

dition, Project Pen Pal encourages you to write about the chal-
lenges you face being a Military Youth, and share those feelings 
with children from different backgrounds who are dealing with 

similar issues like, military life, deployments and relocation, just 
to name a few. 

 
All AGES WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE!! 

 

We have Pen Pals from New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Wis-
consin, Illinois, New Jersey, Nevada, Vermont, California, Connecticut, Ohio , Wyo-

ming and NEW MEXICO is now on board!!! 

 

 

UNITY IS STRENGTH!! 

 
To sign up please fill out permission slip at the end of this newsletter and 

fax or mail it to:  

 

Shelly Aiken~NY National Guard Youth Program Coordinator 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil  

Fax: 914-788-7407 

 

 

Sign up today, Pen pals are waiting : ) 

 



TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION PLEASE VISIT: www.ourmilitarykids.org  



 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



CHILD CARE NEWS 
Child Care $$$ Available 

Active Duty National Guard serving under Title 10 or Title 32, United States Code 
(U.S.C.) military families are now eligible for Child Care subsidy benefits subject to 

eligibility requirements and availability of funds. Please visit the NACCRRA website, 

www.naccrra.org, for further information regarding this subject. 

When you reach the site click on (Click here for Military Child Care) lower left hand 
corner, then click on Army, then Military Child Care in Your Neighborhood. Should 

you have any question please do not hesitate to call me. 

National Guard TITLE 10 Activated military Spouse, If you are: 

*Employed 

*Seeking employment (for 60 days) 

*Going to school 

You qualify for $100 per month per child for full time care 

(Licensed Provider Required). 

Call the National Guard Child Care Program today to apply! 

1-888-NGCCP-99 (888-642-2799) or ngccp@guardfamily.org 
 

Child Care for Families of Severely Injured Military Service Members 

NACCCRA and the Department of Defense (DoD) have partnered to provide families 
of severely injured military members with assistance to find and pay for safe, licensed 
child care services for a period of six months during their period of recuperation. The 
program is available nationwide wherever the injured member is receiving either in-

patient or out-patient medical care. 

 

To apply for any of these programs, families and service members can 
call 1-800-424-2246 or visit http://www.NACCRRA.org/military. 

To find suitable child care please visit: www.childcareaware.org  

If you have any questions on how to apply, or if you need help with completing the 
application to receive assistance, please contact me at: 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil  

914-788-7405 



The Child Development Home Office provides active duty military fami-
lies with job opportunities and exceptional childcare services. 

 

ATTENTION MILITARY SPOUSES: 

Would you like to work from home? 

 

Here are just a few reasons you should contact the Child Development Home (CDH) 
Office and inquire about becoming a CDH provider: 

 

• You can be your own boss.  Learn valuable business skills and build your resume 
for future employment opportunities. 

 

• You can set your own business hours-- full-time, part-time, days, evenings, week-
ends, or before and after school.  The choice is yours! 

 

• Increase your family income while you are caring for your own children. 

 

• Earn extra money to pamper yourself, or save it up for birthdays and holiday 
spending money. 

 

• Receive comprehensive training and certification in professional childcare.  Train-
ing is transferable when you relocate to your next duty station. 

 

Support your military neighbors while they are working and/or attending school. 

 

For more information on becoming a CDH provider, please call or stop by our office 
today.  We are located in the first office inside the Fleet and Family Support Center at 

NSU, Saratoga Springs.   

 

Phone: (518) 886-0200 ext. 161 
Fax: (518) 886-0121 



 
CALLING ALL YOUTH 

 
Authors: Do you know funny jokes? 
Do you have a story you want others to 
know about? Write an article for us. 
Please share with us. Make this YOUR 
newsletter. 

 

Artists: We need your help now.  
Send us your artwork to be published 
in YOUR newsletter. 

 

Designers: Do you have a flair for 
design? Help build a website, sugges-
tions for your Newsletter. CREATE a 
LOGO for the youth Program. Let us 
know!! 

 

Recipes: Do you have any Yummy 
recipes you want to share? Send them 
to us.  

 

Photographers: Photo of the Month, 
Photos of special events, share a smile 

 

Poets: Do you have a poem about 
your parent being deployed? Do you 
have a poem about being a military 
kid? Any poetry that you would like 
share?   

 

If you are between the ages of 1 and 18, 
email or fax your gifts to the Youth 
Program. 

 

All submissions should be sent to: 

 Shelly Aiken 

Camp Smith Bldg 501 

Cortalndt Manor, NY 10567 

Fax: 914-788-7407 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil  

  
 

Grants for special 
needs families 

Applications are now being ac-
cepted through the Quality of 

Life Grant program for families 
that care for children and adults 

with autism and other special 
needs. These grants provide 

families with stipends that may 
be used for a wide variety of 

support related to their family 
member. To be considered for a 
Quality of Life Grant, an appli-

cant must: 

* Have an individual with a di-
agnosed developmental disorder 

or disability living at home; 

* Live in the Mid-Atlantic Re-
gion of the United States; Vir-
ginia, Washington D.C., Mary-
land, Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and New York; and 

* Submit a legible and complete 
application via the Neighbor 

Heart website or via the United 
States Postal Service post-

marked by November 1, 2008 

Quality of Life Grants are $500 
per approved individual and ap-
ply to anything that improves a 

family's quality of life, to in-
clude: remediation, occupa-

tional therapy, physical therapy, 
speech therapy, equine therapy, 
behavior therapy, security im-

provements, medical travel, res-
pite care, membership fees, reg-
istration fees, educational train-
ing and seminars, educational 
advocacy, vision services, and 

other medical services. 

 

To apply for a grant, visit:  

http://www.neighborheart.org/
grants.asp 

A Note To Parents 
 

With the new school year 
started, it might be a good 
idea to visit or contact your 
child's school and talk with 
the teachers to ensure they 
are aware that the child has 
a deployed loved one. Ask 
your child's teachers and-

caregivers to watch for any 
unusual or disruptive be-
havior. Keep in mind, no-
matter how well prepared 

your child is for the separa-
tion, they will still have dif-

ficulty adjusting to the 
changes once the loved one 

is deployed. 

If you have any questions 
or concerns or would like 

more information or ways I 
can help, please feel free to 
contact me. Thanks for all 
you do and continue to do 

while your loved one serves 
our country. 

 

Program Coordinator 

 

Shelly Aiken 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 
10567 

(Phone) 914-788-7405 

(Fax)  914-788-7407 

(Cell) 518-727-0628 

 
shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil 

www.guardfamilyyouth.org 

 

  



  
 

AAFES Offers $500 Shopping 
Sprees for a Song 

 

The Army & Air Force Exchange Service 
(AAFES) is issuing a casting call for as-
piring entertainers to perform a 30 sec-

ond rap or jingle. The selected performer 
will win a $500 shopping spree and a 

chance to be heard on the BX/PX’s 
worldwide television and radio networks. 

Submissions to contest must be about 
one of the following four themes:  

 

*What AAFES means to the entrant  

*The benefit AAFES provides military 
shoppers  

*The savings found at BXs and PXs  

*What the AAFES “Community Connec-
tion” means to the military community  
 

Entries will be accepted electronically or 
by mail through Oct. 6. For complete 

contest rules, go to  

http://www.aafes.com/Patriot_Family/
rapjingle.asp  

 
Friday September 19 

(5-7pm) 

At the Naval Support Unit on Rt.29 in Saratoga 

-Petting Zoo 

-Bouncey Bounce 

-Balloon Clowns 

-Saratoga K9 unit demonstration 

-BBQ style food 

 

ALL FREE!!! 

Call 885-5138 x1 to sign-up 

WEST POINT 
Friday, September 19th from 7:00pm until…. Girls 
Night Out at Havana’s in Newburgh on the water-

front :-) 

  

Saturday, September 20th from two hours before 
the football game until….  TAILGATE (more to be 

announced, but this is going to be FUN!!!!) :-) 

 

Saturday, September 27th from 5:15-7:30… Waiting 
Families Support Group Meeting at the Youth Cen-
ter, Nanuet Rotary will be barbequing and we will 
be handing out hero packs for the kids and doing 

our “see you in my dreams pillowcases”!!!! :-) 

If you have questions, let me know! 

Galatea Badger, MSEd 

Ph: 845-938-5654 

Fax: 845-938-3019 

FT.DRUM 
Sackets Harbor  
Family Fun Day 

 

9/20/08 
11:30 am  

The day kicks off with a 
parade followed by the fes-
tivities on the Visitors Cen-
ter lawn. Family fun activi-
ties, contests, games, and 

lots of prizes. Proceeds 
from the events will go to 

various local Not for Profit 
organizations.                

 Bill Christopherson 
315-783-5077 



 SUMMER CAMP FUN 



 
 
 
 
 

106th RESCUE WING 
GALAXY CAMP 



 

New York National Guard Family Programs  
Family Volunteer and Youth Symposium 

Youth Registration Form 
November 7,8 & 9 2008 

 
Youth Volunteer Full Name____________________________________________________________________ 
Name Tag Preference__________________________________________________________________________ 
Address________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State___________________________________________________________Zip________________________ 
Phone:  Home (______)______-__________  Cell (______)_____-________        
Youth Tee shirt:  Y- Med___ Y- Lg__  A-Med__  A-Lg __ A-X Lg__  A-XX Lg__  A-XXX Lg ____  
Age:__________________ 

 

Parental / Guardian Emergency Notification Information Required 
 

Name_____________________ Relationship__________________ Phone___________Cell Phone:_____________ 

 

Address__________________________________ City/State_____________________ Zip________________________ 

 
Please have Youth Registration Forms submitted by October 10, 2008  

Mail or Fax to: 
Shelly Aiken/Youth Program 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

Fax: 914-788-7407 

Phone: 914-788-7405 

Shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil 

 

 

This form serves as permission and waiver to participate in physical 
activities and releases the New York National Guard Family Programs, 
New York National Guard Youth Programs from any and all liability. 
Parental Signature:_________________________________________________ 
Date_________________________________________________________________ 

 PRIVACY ACT STATEMENTAUTHORITY:  10 USC, Section 1558, Secretary of the Army; E.O. 9397 (SSN); and Army  
 Regulation 608-1, Army Community Service Center. 
PRINCIPLE PURPOSE:  To prepare travel orders for training for voluntary services provided by an individual and to obtain  
agreement from the volunteer on the conditions of accepting the performance of voluntary service. 
ROUTINE USES:  None 
DISCLOSURE:  Voluntary.  However, failure to complete the form may result in an inability to provide training for voluntary  
services. 



PROJECT PEN PAL 
Permission Slip 

 
Would your child be interested in making a new friend and getting to know another child like 
him/herself? Why not sign them up for the Project Pen Pal. What a great way for them to 
share stories about Military life and learn different cultures from around the Globe. If your child is 
interested please fill out the information below. Parents, please don't forget to sign the per-
mission slip and either fax it or mail it to the number below. 
Child's Name______________________________ Age/Grade_______________________ 

Hobbies/Interests_________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

What Language do you speak and write?_________________________________________ 

 

PORJECT PEN PAL PERMISSION FORM 

I, ________________________ (parent/guardian) give my permission for 

______________________________ (child’s name) to participate in Project Pen Pal.  

I understand that it is my (parent/guardian) responsibility to supervise my child’s contact with another 
Military child and not the responsibility of the New York  National Guard Youth Program. 

 

Date ____________ Email address________________ __________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature __________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone/Fax _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Please mail or fax this permission slip to: 

Shelly Aiken 

NY National Guard Youth Program 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501  

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

Fax (914-788-7407) 

*If you have questions about Project Pen Pal please email Shelly at: 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil  Or Call me at 914-788-7405 
 

Project Pen Pal Code of Conduct 

• No obscenities in written or electronic correspondence 
• No illegal material mailed or emailed 
• No attempt to harm others in correspondence (making threats, making fun of another person, 
bullying behaviors, etc.) 
 
 


