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Guard En Of Youth

Snowﬁakes are one of nature’s most Fragile tl‘lings,

butjust look what they can do when they stick together.lll

Submitted By Am AgeH"

Program Coordinator

Shelly Aiken
Camp Smith, Bldg 501

Cortlandt Manor, NY
10567

(Phone) 914-788-7405
(Fax) 914-788-7407

(Cell) 518-727-0628
shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil

www.guardfamilyyouth.org

Call Toll Free:
1-877-715-7817

Check us out on the
Web!!!

http://dmna.state.ny.us/family/
famredi.php

NEW YORK YELLOW RIBBON
REINTERGRATION PROGRAM

The Army National Guard Yellow Ribbon program provides sufficient
information, services, referral and proactive outreach opportunities
for Soldiers, Families, employers and youth throughout the entire de-
ployment cycle. This will provide the proactive continuum of care
needed to ensure successful Soldier and Family reintegration.




JANUARY 4 - DECEMBER 23, 2009

@AL‘(?D%NEpWorldm Resort
Salutes The U. S. Military With A

FREE FIVE-DAY
TICKET
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MARCH 19t thru MARCH 22“

THE AGRI- CENTER ON THE

FAIRGROUNDS IN HAMBUR/
5820 South Park Ave., Hamburg, NY

SHOW TIMES - FREE PARKING
Thursday, March 19" .....ccccscccssssnnssssnnnnens 10:30 am & 7:00 pm
Friday, March 20" .........ccseeeeeeee 10:30 am, 3:30 pm & 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 215t .......c.ceeeeee. 10:00 am, 2:30 pm & 7:30 pm
Sunday, March 229 .....ccccssccssssss e 1230 pm & 5:30 pm

RESERVED SEATING

Adulis Senior Citizens Children Under 10
$12.00 $10.00 $8.00

GROUP RATES
AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST

0........ .‘....... ......... ......... ........v .

SPECIAL MILITARY RATE

* Inunediate Family Members of "Deployed” Service Members
receive FREE admission to Thwsday 1900 and Friday 1530 Shows

* 50%0 OFF ticket prices for All Current Service Members and their Family
Members to Thursday 1900 and Friday 1530 Shows

Contact: M. Peter Pilc Msz. Jeamne Goetze
Connecticut Street Armory Niagara Falls AFB
716-888-5797 716-243-1234




YMCA Memberships and Respite Care for
Title 10 Military Families

The Department of Defense has partnered with the Armed Services
YMCA to fund memberships at participating YMCAs throughout the
United States and Puerto Rico for the following groups:

*Families of joint deployed National Guard and Reserve personnel
(Army/Navy/Air Force/Marine Corps)

*Active duty personnel and their families at independent duty stations

*Active duty families assigned to newly established joint bases
*Relocated spouse and family members of deployed active duty

personnel

FITNESS FACILITY MEMBERSHIPS

The DoD will also buy down memberships at local fitness facilities (e.g.
Gold’s Gym/Bally’s/24 Hour Fitness, etc) for single active duty

personnel at independent duty stations.

RESPITE CHILD CARE
Deployed Guard and Reserve personnel and independent duty person-
nel with children up to age 12 of will be authorized free respite child
care up to 32 hours per month, per child in YMCA facilities in states
approved by DoD.

GET STARTED!
1. Complete the YMCA/DoD Eligibility Form.
2. Visit www.YMCA.net to find a participating, local YMCA.

3. Take the eligibility form, a copy of your deployment orders, and your
military ID card to your local YMCA.




NATIONAL GUARD CHILD CARE PROGRAM

Advocate noun a person who pleads for a cause or propounds an idea
verb push for something

Don’t wait until child care costs and military
commitment take a toll on your finances, or your
spouse’s career or education. We can help you
determine which supplements are
available to help you pay for child care.

Child care supplements have been available to Guard families Supplementrates are based on several factors including child care
through the Office of the Secretary of Defense since 2004, but onlya costsand family income. Allincome levels may be eligible to
small portion of eligible Guard families have received them. Through receive a minimum of $ 100 per child per month for full time child
the National Guard Child Care Program, we are changing that. care while the spouse is working, going to school full time, or
locking for work. Guardians may also apply.

Qur advocates assist families of service members on orders — 2008 Examples
activated, deployed. Active Guard and Reserve, etc. to understand E4with two children is receiving $200 per month for toddlerand schocl age care.
the available supplements, and to help them through the application E4 with.ane child is receiving $210 per month for full time infant care.

process. We also keep National Guard leadership abreast of the E7 with three children is receiving 8310 permonth for full time day care.
Tl bt l'J} i ” O3 with two childrenis receiving $100 while spouse attends schocl part time.
needs that are notmet by supplements.

CALL TODAY

WHO WE ARE CPT R “You guys are awesome ! I would never have been able to do this

without vou. Thanks so much.”

Elisha B “Tt was easy! Didn't take much time atall. I'm really pleased with

We are advocates who appreciate the sacrifices that a military family
PP g/ b the program!”

makes, and we recngm'ze the impact the deplo}m ent q.'cle has on
families. We are real people helping you to find the best child care TomS$ “Itis amazing to actually talk to someone rightawayand not a N
machine! The process is quick and the information needed is basic stuff
with the military.”

solutions far}'our individual needs, and the available supplemmts to

helpyou pay forit

WHAT WE WILL DO FOR YOU

Wewill conduct a briefphone interview to determine your family’s
needs and eligibility. Ten minutes orless!

Wewill answer your questions and research your options.
Wewill helpyou locate eligible care.

Wewill fill in the applications for yow

Wewill work with your providerand explain the process so that you

won't have ta. 1 888 NGCCP 99

Wewill advocate for your family’s unique situation when necessary.

b LU u d

1 888 642 2799
This service is provided through a National Guard Bureau Family Program Division NGCC p@G uardFam |]Y .org

Contract. There is no charge for this service!

NGCCP1.1 063008




Military Families Fly Free with Space Available Travel

A permanent policy change will allow family members of deployed military members to travel any-
where “Space-A" or space available on military flights without their sponsors under certain conditions. The
change, which took effect Dec. 6, allows qualified family members to fly Space-A without their sponsor within
the U.S., between the U.S. and overseas. and between overseas areas during the sponsor's deployment period.

This policy applies to all passenger aircraft owned or controlled by the military: however, some Navy
air terminals had not gotten the word. Therefore, family members may want to print a copy of the policy and
implementation rules before calling an air terminal or going to a terminal to sign up for a flight Passengers can
fly Space-A on military or military-contracted aircraft only after requirements for military cargo and passen-
gers have been met for those flights. Personnel contacted at several air terminals said they generally have a few
Space-A seats available. Regulations require that all surplus seats be made available for Space-A travel.

The conditions are as follows:

« Family members must be legal dependents - spouses and children - of military personnel (including
National Guard and Reserve members)

Service member is activated and deployed for at least 120 consecutive days or more, according to
officials at the Air Force's Air Mobility Command

There is no limit on the number of times family members of deployed troops can travel on Space-A
flights

Those eligible may sign up for Space-A travel before the sponsor's deployment, but no earlier than
10 days beforehand

Dependents can start travel on the first day of the member's deployment and must complete their
travel by the last day of the deployment

Family members must have a letter from the sponsor's commander verifying the deployment, and it
must be in the dependents’ possession. The letter is good for the duration of the member's deploy-
ment, If the letter is lost, destroyed or no longer legible, the family member must get a new one

Children under age 18 must be accompanied by an eligible parent or legal guardian. Family mem-
Dbers in these circumstances are classified as Category 4. which means they have a higher priority
for getting Space-A seats than retirees and their family members, who have the lowest priority,
Category 6

Officials remind family members that flying Space-A on military or military-contracted flights is a
privilege. not a gnarantee. Passengers should be prepared to purchase commercial transportation at
any point

Space-A passengers also may have to pay certain federal fees when entering or leaving the conti-
nental U.S. on commercial contract aircraft

For more information including contact information for military terminals, go to:
http:/www.amec.af mil/shared/media/document/AFD-060328-001.doc or
http://'www.militaryvtimes.comy/static/projects/pages/011808spaceamemo.pdf




February 7-8 thru February 28-March 1
For more information and a list of events go to:
www.lakegeorgewintercarnival.com
or call 518-240-0809

Armed Forces Fun Day

Titus Mountain
Saturday February 7, 2009
9am-10pm

FREE Skiing and boarding for all Active, In training, or retired service men/
women and/or their immediate families. We appreciate all you do!!!

Proper Proof must be shown.
For more information call
518-483-3740
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POLAR FEST

February 21, 12-9pm at West Point Ski

Don’t miss this outdoor winter festival - affordable

fun for the whole Family!

Pre-register February 1-20
at Ski sales office

$5 per person $18 per family/pre-registration
$6 per person $24 per family/day of event

IFREE admission for Families of deployed Soldiers
For info, call 938-8810




s Get your FREE
| 5200

Sponsored by eKnowledge and the NFL players

' bs represented by Victory Sports Group.

Freedom to Lead

SAT/ACT PowerPrep Software Free for Military Families eKnowledge Corporation
is offering free SAT/ACT PowerPrep software for Servicemembers, veterans and
their families. To place your order please visit

https://eknowledge.com/military




CALLINGALL YOUTH

Authors: Do you know funny jokes?
Do you have a story you want others to
know about? Write an article for us.
Please share with us. Make this YOUR
newsletter.

Artists: We need your help now.
Send us your artwork to be published
in YOUR newsletter.

Designers: Do you have a flair for
design? Help build a website, sugges-
tions for your Newsletter. CREATE a
LOGO for the youth Program. Let us
know!!

Recipes: Do you have any Yummy
recipes you want to share? Send them
to us.

Photographers: Photo of the Month,
Photos of special events, share a smile

Poets: Do you have a poem about
your parent being deployed? Do you
have a poem about being a military
kid? Any poetry that you would like
share?

If you are between the ages of 1 and 18,
email or fax your gifts to the Youth
Program.

All submissions should be sent to:
Shelly Aiken
Camp Smith Bldg 501
Cortalndt Manor, NY 10567
Fax: 914-788-7407
shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil

HUG A HERO

Recommended by child psycholo-
gists, Hug-A-Hero™ dolls have
helped thousands of children cope
with the stresses of separation.
Whether you are deployed with
the military or a grandparent liv-
ing across the country, Hug-A-
Hero™ dolls will keep you close
to their hearts and just a cuddle
away.

http://www.hugahero.com/
dollOrder.php

Click here
for details,

"Good Morning, Honey. Goodbye,
Daddy. Goodnight, Sweetheart."

Army lieutenant Korey Outerbridge, a
veteran of combat in Iraq, wrote a book
to help children cope with deployment.

Written in his off-duty time, Outer-
bridge’s book, “Good Morning, Honey.

Goodbye, Daddy. Goodnight, Sweet-
heart,” tells the story of how a Service-

man and his young daughter, each in
their own way, deal with being separated
during the Serviceman’s deployment to

Irag. The book also demonstrates the
soldier’s love for his daughter, his com-
mitment to duty and the joy of reunion.
The story takes the family through the
homey events of daily life. To obtain a

copy, visit the following link:

http://www.booksurge.com/
category/3893806661/1/Family-
Relationships.htm

Scholarship

Recipients are ran-
domly selected for this
scholarship.

Only dependent sons

and daughters (under
age 24) of ACTIVE
DUTY officers and

enlisted military
personnel are eligible
to apply.
This includes members
of the drilling

reserve and National
Guard.

The Base/Post Scholar-
ship is a one-time
$1,000

scholarship grant to 25
students.

There is no GPA, SAT,
or essay requirement

for this program.

Deadline is NOON, 1
March.

Apply now at

www.moaa.org/
education

Check out MOAA's scholarship
search engine for information

on additional avenues of finan-

cial aid. .Find financial aid for

you, your spouse, child or

grandchild. Search for scholar-
ships, grants, or loans avail-
able to the military commu-

nity.




FREE Tax Services
Provided By
Military OneSource.

Military OneSource is
offering free tax

preparation and filing
services.

Visit their website at
www.militaryonesource.com

A24/7Resouee o Ml
Hembers Spouses & Fomles
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Troopliube

TroopTube Boosts Morale
among Deployed Service mem-
bers, Service members overseas
can now receive near-real-time

video “shout-outs” from their
stateside loved ones. Troop-
Tube, modeled after the popu-
lar video-viewing site, You-
Tube, is a website managed by
the Department of Defense’s
Military OneSource informa-
tion network. The website al-
lows Family events and mile-
stones to be viewed by the de-
ployed Service members, let-
ting them feel closer to home.
TroopTube can be accessed at:

www.MilitaryOneSource.com

To support the many families affecled by the siressors of deployment, Fort Hamiton Child &
Youth Services extends an invilafion for Miitary Famiies to join us for our very first Super
Saturday chidcare evenl February 9, 2008 from 0800-1600 hows. Chidcare, for ages 0-10, is
provided free of charge to families affecied by deployment. All athers may be provided space

on a lirst come first served basis and will pay the cument hourly care rates. Some resinclions apply.

All famdies must be registered with CYS o participate in this Super Saturday event.
Cal to register today: 718-630-4805/4812

MWR offers discounted lift tickets to Gore and
Whiteface Mountain

Gore discount vouchers :
(adult) $43 (junior) $27
Whiteface discount vouchers:
(adult) $37 (teen) $30 (junior) $23

Vouchers can be purchased at the MWR rental
office and are good for all Military personnel
(including retirees) and their families and can be
used on weekends and holidays.

(518-885-5138)




PROJECT PEN PAL

With Project Pen Pal you will meet other military children around

the world. You can make friends, learn about their traditions, culture’s,
how they feel about their schools and their hobbies. In addition, Project
Pen Pal encourages you to write about the challenges you face being a
Military Youth, and share those feelings

with children from different backgrounds who are dealing with
similar issues like, military life, deployments and relocation, just
to name a few.

All AGES WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE!

We have Pen Pals from New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Wis-
consin, lllinois, New Jersey, Nevada, Vermont, California, Connecticut, Ohio , Wyo-
ming, New Mexico and Washington State is now on board!!!

UNITY IS STRENGTH!!

To sign up please fill out permission slip at the end of this newsletter
and fax or mail it to:

Shelly Aiken~NY National Guard Youth Program Coordinator
Camp Smith, Bldg 501
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567
shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil
Fax: 914-788-7407

Sign up today, Pen pals are waiting :)




PROJECT PEN PAL
Permission Slip

Would your child be interested in making a new friend and getting to know another child like
him/herself? Why not sign them up for the Project Pen Pal. What a great way for them to
share stories about Military life and learn different cultures from around the Globe. If your child is
interested please fill out the information below. Parents, please don't forget to sign the per-
mission slip and either fax it or mail it to the number below.

Child's Name Age/Grade
Hobbies/Interests

What Language do you speak and write?

PORJECT PEN PAL PERMISSION FORM
l, (parent/guardian) give my permission for

(child’s name) to participate in Project Pen Pal.

I understand that it is my (parent/guardian) responsibility to supervise my child’s contact with another
Military child and not the responsibility of the New York National Guard Youth Program.

Date Email address

Parent/Guardian signature
Address
Phone/Fax

*Please mail or fax this permission slip to:

Shelly Aiken

NY National Guard Youth Program

Camp Smith, Bldg 501

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

Fax (914-788-7407)

*1f you have questions about Project Pen Pal please email Shelly at:
shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil Or Call me at 914-788-7405

Project Pen Pal Code of Conduct

* No obscenities in written or electronic correspondence

* No illegal material mailed or emailed

» No attempt to harm others in correspondence (making threats, making fun of another person,
bullying behaviors, etc.)




