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Sesame Street's Coming Home:  
Military Families Cope with Change 

 
The American Red Cross of Northeastern New York in partner-
ship with The Desmond Hotel and WMHT Channel 17 are ex-

cited to announce a screening of Sesame Street's Coming Home: 
Military Families Cope with Change. The free screening of the 

half-hour special will be held on Friday, March 27, 2009, 
6:30PM  at The Desmond Hotel, 660 Albany-Shaker Road in Al-

bany, for families and children. 
 Families can register by calling the Red Cross at (518) 458-8111 

x3033. Online registration is also available at 
www.redcrossneny.org 

 

The event will also include snacks, activities 
 and a discussion on the themes in 

 "Coming Home."  
 

Tim Bachman 
Emergency Services Director 

American Red Cross of Northeastern New York 
33 Everett Road 

Albany, New York 12205 
(518) 458-8111 ext. 3030 



 



. 

ADDIONAL LOCATION: HUGUENOT, NY—DATES: 28 JUNE-3 JULY 



The Child Development Home Office provides active duty military fami-
lies with job opportunities and exceptional childcare services 

 
ATTENTION MILITARY SPOUSES: 

Would you like to work from home? 

 

Here are just a few reasons you should contact the Child Development Home (CDH) Office and inquire 
about becoming a CDH provider: 

• You can be your own boss.  Learn valuable business skills and build your resume for future employment 
opportunities. 

• You can set your own business hours-- full-time, part-time, days, evenings, weekends, or before and after 
school.  The choice is yours! 

• Increase your family income while you are caring for your own children. 

• Earn extra money to pamper yourself, or save it up for birthdays and holiday spending money. 

• Receive comprehensive training and certification in professional childcare.  Training is transferable when 
you relocate to your next duty station. 

Support your military neighbors while they are working and/or attending school. 

 

For more information on becoming a CDH provider, please call or stop by our office today.  We are located in 
the first office inside the Fleet and Family Support Center at NSU, Saratoga Springs.   

 

Phone: (518) 886-0200 ext. 161 

*************************************************************************************************** 

National Guard Conducting Child Care Survey 
The National Guard Family Program Division is pleased to announce the National Guard: 

 Child Care Use During Deployment Survey.  
 

Please assist the National Guard Child Care Program by distributing this survey link to National Guard members and 
their families.  

 
Survey Link: http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB228AQH9A7LQ 

Target Audience: National Guard families with children who are currently preparing for deployment, in a deployment 
phase, or recently returned from deployment (up to 2 months after return).  

 
PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: Information collected in this survey will be used to research perceptions and child care needs 

of military members. This information will assist in the formulation and improvement of policies for 
programs that benefit military families. Reports will be provided to the National Guard Family Programs Division. 

Findings may be used in reports and testimony provided to Congress and other Government Agencies. Some findings 
may be published in professional journals, or presented at conferences, symposia, and scientific meetings. In no case 

will individual identifiable survey responses be reported.  
 

Providing information on this survey is voluntary. Most people take 10-15 minutes to complete the survey.  
Thank you, 

Mr. Michael Conner, Sr. 



YMCA Memberships and Respite Care for  
Title 10 Military Families 

The Department of Defense has partnered with the Armed Services YMCA to fund memberships at 
participating YMCAs throughout the United States and Puerto Rico for the following groups: 

 

*Families of joint deployed National Guard and Reserve personnel  

*Active duty personnel and their families at independent duty stations 

*Active duty families assigned to newly established joint bases 

*Relocated spouse and family members of deployed active duty  personnel 
 

FITNESS FACILITY MEMBERSHIPS 
The DoD will also buy down memberships at local fitness facilities (e.g. Gold’s Gym/Bally’s/24 Hour Fit-

ness, etc) for single active duty personnel at independent duty stations. 
 

RESPITE CHILD CARE 
Deployed Guard and Reserve personnel and independent duty personnel with children up to age 12 of 

will be authorized free respite child care up to 32 hours per month, per child in YMCA facilities in 
states approved by DoD. 

 

GET STARTED!  
1. Complete the  YMCA/DoD Eligibility Form. 

2. Visit www.YMCA.net to find a participating, local YMCA. 

3. Take the eligibility form, a copy of your deployment orders, and your military ID card to your local 
YMCA. 

************************************************************************************************ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 April is Month of the  

Military Child 
 

For well over ten years April 
has been set aside as the 

Month of the Military 
child. The Month of the Mili-
tary Child offers the opportu-
nity to focus on military chil-

dren and honor their sacrifice. 
  

Installations and other organi-
zations throughout the mili-
tary community will sponsor 
activities and events for Ser-

vice members' children. Check 
with your local Family Center, 

Family Readiness Group, or 
Youth Services to find out 

what’s happening in your com-
munity to celebrate the Mili-

tary Child. 

If you are not near a military 
installation but want ideas for 
activities to help celebrate our 
military children, visit the fol-

lowing websites: 

• MilitaryHOMEFRONT’s 
Healthy Parenting Initia-
tive 

• Military OneSource's Pub-
lic Service Announcements: 

Www.militaryonesource.com 
• Military Child Education 

Coalition 
• Our Military Kids 

 

For more details please visit: 

Homefront America 
SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Homefront America, Inc is cur-
rently accepting applications 

for their American 
Patriot Freedom Scholarship.  
 These are $1,000 scholarships 

for military dependent chil-
dren.  Eligibility details and 
applications can be found on 

their website at 
 http://www.oohrah-usa.org  

or 
www.homefrontamerica.org. 
 Applications must be post-

marked by April 24, 
2009. 

 
 

Fisher House 
 Announces 

2009 Newman’s Own Award 
Competition 

 
The Newman’s Own Award season 
is open for the 10th year. A total of 
$75,000 will be awarded to volun-
teer and non-profit organizations 
with programs that improve the 

quality of life for Service members 
and their Families in innovative 

ways. The awards are sponsored by 
Newman’s Own, Fisher House 

Foundation and the Military Times 
Media Group. Winners will be an-
nounced in early September. For 
more information about eligibility 
requirements and for the applica-

tion form, visit http://
www.fisherhouse.org  

or call (888)294-8560. 

Nominations Open for 
Military Child Award  

 
Deserving Young Patriot 

Will Win $5,000  
Nominations for the 

award are open to mili-
tary children between the 

ages of 8 and 18.  The 
winner will be flown with 
a parent or guardian to 

Washington, D.C., for the 
$5,000 award and special 
recognition ceremony on 

April 29, 2009.     
Anyone can nominate a 
deserving child for the 

award, but the nominee 
must be enrolled in the 

Defense Enrollment Eligi-
bility System, DEERS.  

Go to 
www.homefrontonline.com 
between now and March 

30, 2009 to nominate chil-
dren of both active duty 
and Reserve families.  In 
addition to the financial 

award and travel ex-
penses, meals and accom-

modations for two will 
also be provided.  

To nominate a deserving 
young patriot, visit 

www.homefrontonline.com.  
 



BCT YELLOW RIBBON TARRYTOWN EVENT 

OPERATION COOPERATION QUILT 

CALLING ALL YOUTH 

 
Authors: Do you know funny 
jokes? Do you have a story you 
want others to know about? 
Write an article for us. Please 
share with us. Make this YOUR 
newsletter. 

 

Artists: We need your help 
now.  Send us your artwork to 
be published in YOUR newslet-
ter. 

 

Designers: Do you have a flair 
for design? Help build a website, 
suggestions for your Newsletter. 
CREATE a LOGO for the youth 
Program. Let us know!! 

 

Recipes: Do you have any 
Yummy recipes you want to 
share? Send them to us.  

 

Photographers: Photo of the 
Month, Photos of special events, 
share a smile 

 

Poets: Do you have a poem 
about your parent being de-
ployed? Do you have a poem 
about being a military kid? Any 
poetry that you would like 
share?   

 

If you are between the ages of 1 
and 18, email or fax your gifts to 
the Youth Program. 
 

All submissions should be sent to: 

 Shelly Aiken 

Fax: 914-788-7407 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil  

New York National Guard 

Youth Program Coordinator 
 

Shelly Aiken 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

(Phone) 914-788-7405 

(Fax)  914-788-7407 

(Cell) 518-727-0628 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil 

www.guardfamilyyouth.org 
 

 Call Toll Free: 

1-877-715-7817 
 

Check us out on the Web!!! 

 

http://dmna.state.ny.us/family/famredi.php  
 



PROJECT  PEN PAL 
 

 

With Project Pen Pal you will meet other military children around 

the world. You can make friends, learn about their traditions, culture’s, 
how they feel about their schools and their hobbies. In addition, Project 
Pen Pal encourages you to write about the challenges you face being a 

Military Youth, and share those feelings 

with children from different backgrounds who are dealing with 

similar issues like, military life, deployments and relocation, just 

to name a few. 

 

All AGES WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE!! 

 

We have Pen Pals from New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Wis-
consin, Illinois, New Jersey, Nevada, Vermont, California, Connecticut, Ohio , Wyo-

ming, New Mexico and Washington State is now on board!!! 

 

 

UNITY IS STRENGTH!! 

 
To sign up please fill out permission slip at the end of this newsletter 

and fax or mail it to:  

 

Shelly Aiken~NY National Guard Youth Program Coordinator 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501 

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil  

Fax: 914-788-7407 

 

 

Sign up today, Pen pals are waiting : ) 



PROJECT PEN PAL 
Permission Slip 

 
Would your child be interested in making a new friend and getting to know another child like 
him/herself? Why not sign them up for the Project Pen Pal. What a great way for them to 
share stories about Military life and learn different cultures from around the Globe. If your child is 
interested please fill out the information below. Parents, please don't forget to sign the per-
mission slip and either fax it or mail it to the number below. 
Child's Name______________________________ Age/Grade_______________________ 

Hobbies/Interests_________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

What Language do you speak and write?_________________________________________ 

 

PORJECT PEN PAL PERMISSION FORM 

I, ________________________ (parent/guardian) give my permission for 

______________________________ (child’s name) to participate in Project Pen Pal.  

I understand that it is my (parent/guardian) responsibility to supervise my child’s contact with another 
Military child and not the responsibility of the New York  National Guard Youth Program. 

 

Date ____________ Email address________________ __________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian signature __________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone/Fax _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Please mail or fax this permission slip to: 

Shelly Aiken 

NY National Guard Youth Program 

Camp Smith, Bldg 501  

Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567 

Fax (914-788-7407) 

*If you have questions about Project Pen Pal please email Shelly at: 

shelly.m.aiken@us.army.mil  Or Call me at 914-788-7405 
 

Project Pen Pal Code of Conduct 

• No obscenities in written or electronic correspondence 
• No illegal material mailed or emailed 
• No attempt to harm others in correspondence (making threats, making fun of another person, 
bullying behaviors, etc.) 
 
 


