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In November the Youth Program partnered with the 
NewYorker Volunteer AmeriCorps Kickoff.  900 volunteers 
gathered at the Empire State Plaza Convention Center to 
be initiated in.  In the afternoon the volunteers spent a 
few hours supporting the Youth Program, and Military 

Families.  After 2 hours the 900 volunteers were able to 
accomplish the following:  Made over 200 survivor 

bracelets for Service Members, wrapped over 1500 
presents for military kids, worked with Susan Wells, and 
cut and packaged over 25,000 stars for her Stars 4 Our 

Troops program. 

AmeriCorps 
Vista Volunteer 

Kick Off 
 

November 
20th 
2012 
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Purple symbolizes all branches of the 
military, as it is the combination of Army 
green, Marine red, and Air Force , Coast 

Guard, and Navy blue. 
 

Act as a visible way to show support and 
thank military youth for their strength and 

sacrifices! 
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PROJECT  PEN PAL
Connecting Military Children around the Globe

With Project Pen Pal you will 
meet other military children 

around the state. You can 
make friends, learn about 
their family, friends, how 

they feel about their schools 
and their hobbies. 

In addition, Project Pen Pal 
encourages you to write 

about the challenges you face 
being a Military Youth, and 

share those feelings with 
children from different 

backgrounds who are dealing 
with similar issues like, 

military life, deployments 
and relocation, just to name 

a few.

For more information contact:

NY National Guard Youth Program Coordinators

All AGES WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE!!

UNITY IS STRENGTH!!

If you are interested in becoming a Pen Pal, please fill out a Permission Slip 

Keri J. O’Neil 

518-786-4904

keri.j.oneil.ctr@mail.mil

Colleen E. Casey

518-786-4614

colleen.e.casey@mail.mil
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The Military Mentoring Initiative 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is committed to serving our nation’s military personnel and 
their families. 

 
We recognize that the stresses of everyday military life lead to service men and 

woman searching for additional support for their children. We believe our mentoring 
program can help. In fact, we know that any family could benefit from their child 

getting to spend a few hours a week trying new things, getting more individual attention, 

and experiencing life through different perspectives. 

The Big Brothers Big Sisters Military Mentoring program matches children (age 9-16) 
of military families with safe, screened, trusted mentors in one-to-one relationships 

that have the potential to last for many years. 
 

We carefully match adult mentors and youth mentees in long-term friendships based 
on family and volunteer preference, similar interests and values, and match 
compatibility. We partner with families to identify the right Big for their child.  

 
Our mentors are a diverse group of fun, incredible, dedicated volunteers. They 

resemble brothers, aunts, uncles, grandfathers, trusted neighbors. Their role is to be 
an unconditional friend and role model once a week, encouraging and supporting a 

child in reaching their potential and enjoying new experiences together. 
 

 
 

 

 

Start Something Today 

585-704-6159  

Heather Mills 

hmills@bbbsr.org 

 

BeABig.com 

 

37 South Washington Street 

Rochester NY 14608 

 

Couldn’t every child use one more Mentor in their life?  

 

You recognize the potential of your child better than anyone!  

Learn about Big Brothers Big Sisters in your area 

 

Rochester, Buffalo, Orange County, Long Island, Albany, and everywhere in between 
Call: Heather Mills (585) 704-6159 
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FREE SAT, ACT  
Prep Kits Available 

 
 

National Guard 
 

Children and relatives of National Guard can get 
free SAT and ACT preparation kits again this year, 

compliments of professional athletes and the 
testing company eKnowledge. 

 
The SAT and ACT PowerPrep Program, which retails 
for $200, is available free upon request (there is a 

nominal charge of $17.55 per program for materials 
and shipping).  The DVD consists of 11 hours of 

video instruction, 3,000 files of supplemental test 
prep material, sample questions and practice tests. 

 
The sponsorship is entering its 8th year and has 
donated 200,000 programs valued at over $42 

million at no profit to the company. 
 

To order online: www.eknowledge.com/USNG  
 

For more information: Lori Caputo, 951-256-4076, 
LoriCaputo@eKnowledge.com  

mailto:LoriCaputo@eKnowledge.com
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Yellow Ribbon Events 

OMK ‘s 4-H 
Family Day 

Camp 
Ballston Spa 

222nd MP Pre Event Hornell 
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27th BCT  
30 Day 

Rochester  

Yellow Ribbon 
Events 

 
27th BCT 30 Day  

Tarrytown 
Playing Xbox 

Kinects 
101 SIG FRG 
Family Night 
At Jumpin 
Jake’s in 

Fishkill, NY 
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Yellow Ribbon 
Events 

27th BCT 60 Day Liverpool - 
Reconnecting with your child 

after deployment activity 
 

27th BCT 30 
Day Albany 
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27th BCT 60 Day Albany - 
Reconnecting with your 
child after deployment 

activity 
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Yellow Ribbon 
Events 

 
727th L&O and 14th FIN 30 

Day West Point 
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Yellow Ribbon 
Events 

 
27th BCT 30 Day  

Albany and Buffalo 
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From Heather’s Desk: 
 

NYS Fact #1 – New York 
City has 4,000 street food 

vendors. 
 

NYS Fact #2 – The New 
York Jets beat the 

Baltimore Colts in Super 
Bowl III, which was the first 
game to be called the Super 

Bowl, before that it was 
referred to as the AFL-NFL 

Championship Game. 



28 

This quarter we couldn’t just pick one of 
these three wonderful ladies, so we 
decided to choose all three of them.  Bee 
Sank, Roe Smith, and Deb Davis are three 
            of our most dedicated  
            and energetic  
            volunteers the NYNG  
            Youth Program has.   
            These three wonderful  
            women volunteer their 
            time whenever we are  
            in the western part of 
            the state.   

 
            Deb Davis has a son and 

daughter and has been married to her best friend, 
Rod, for 27 years.  Deb not only volunteers with 
Youth Programs, but  is also involved with her son’s 
Family Readiness Group and volunteers with the 
Blue Star Moms #1 in Canandaigua and helps with 
Operation Homefront.   

Bee Sank  has 2 sons and daughter-in-laws and 3 
amazing grandchildren with another one on the 
way.  Bee is retired after 34 years with the state.  
She has volunteered for the American Legion 
Auxiliary for the past 15 years and is president for 
Livingston County.  She also teaches AARP driving 
safety courses, and is on the governing board for 
Zion House Transitional Home for female veterans. 

Roselena Smith has 3 sons and 1 grandson, with 
one son being a Marine.  Roe was a teacher for 
many years and also works as a postal delivery 
woman.  Roe is also involved and volunteers with 
the American Legion Auxiliary through Bee’s 
encouragement.  Roe bowls 2 times a week, and 
loves to do anything she can to support Service 
Members and their families. 

Julia Wicks is 17 and a Senior at Averill 
Park High School.  Julia lives with her 
parents and older brother.  Julia 
volunteers  with organizations within 
her school, as well as The Local 
Charity House distributing  food to the 
needy.   Julia enjoys helping Service 
Members and has volunteered at 
numerous Yellow Ribbons and 
Dinners, and traveled around the 
country where she provided services 
to Service Members and their families. 
 
Julia also holds the  
spot as the Vice  
President  of the  
New York National  
Guard Teen Council.  
 Julia is a great 
 addition to the  
Youth Program as a  
volunteer and a Teen 
 Council member.   
Julia has over 45 hours 
 volunteering with the Youth Program, 
and loves to assist at events and get 
to know the kids.  Julia says 
“Volunteering has really shaped me as 
a person and taught me many life 
lessons. “  She also plans to continue  
her volunteer work throughout her 
college experience. 

Pictured left to right: Deb 
Davis, Roe Smith, Bee Sank. 



Colleen E. Casey and Keri J. O’Neil, Youth Coordinators and Editors 
330 Old Niskayuna Road, Latham, NY 12110 

(518) 786-4614 office (518) 786-6075 fax (518) 786-4904 office 
Colleen.e.casey@mail.mil     keri.j.oneil.ctr@mail.mil 

•Quarterly Newsletter 
•Jr. Counselor Training 

•Teen Council 
•Military Youth Pen Pals 

Operation:  Military Kids (OMK) builds partnerships to 
increase capacity for youth, families and communities 
to support youth of Military Families. 

 

Providing high-quality, affordable military-sponsored child 
care subsidies for qualifying Service Members. 

 

24/7 program offering information, referrals, and 
support to Service Members and their Families. 

 

Grants available to pay the fees for children of 
deployed Service Members to participate in youth 
sports, fine arts, and tutor programs. 

 
A national, nonprofit organization that informs, trains, and 
supports professionals, policymakers, and parents in their 
efforts to improve the lives of infants and toddlers. 

 
Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC)’s work is 
focused on ensuring quality educational opportunities 
for all military children affected by mobility, family 
separation, and transition. 
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