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Child and Youth Has Grown 
by Two!

Emmalynn was born on June 4th, 2015 and is 
now 9 months old. Emmalynn loves watching 
Mickey Mouse and crawling around to get 
into all of the things she isn’t supposed to. 
She is quickly developing her own little 
personality and always brings a smile to the 
faces of those around her. 

Abel was born on November 13th, 2015 and is 
now 4 months old. Abel is a very happy baby 
and loves to read books. He is able to sit up on 
his own and really enjoys playing with his toes. 
Abel is a hardcore Mama’s boy and loves 
spending time with his parents at home.  
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Our Temp CYPC
Kimberly Rafiq

Hello, my name is Kimberly Rafiq and I have been filling in as a temp 
CYPC while Keri Attanasio is on maternity leave. I have been working 
along side Ashley Semerad out of the DMNA office in Latham.  This 
has been a great new experience for me and I have been learning a 
lot about military children and their families.  

Before taking on the temp CYPC position, I did administration and 
office work at my families building supply company.  I also like to 
pursue my passion for photography and run my own business part 
time.

I have a wonderful husband Ahmed and together we have two 
beautiful children, Aryanna and Evan. I have 5 brothers and a sister 
who I am very close with.  I enjoy being outdoors and spending time 
with my large extended family.

Kim’s temp position ended in February, however, she will still be 
working with Youth Programs as a volunteer.
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The Youth Program is now on Facebook!  
Keep up with all the Activities, Events and

Upcoming Events around the State by liking us!!

www.facebook.com/NewYorkNationalGuardYouthProgram

 Do you know a teen, or are you a 
teen, between the ages of 13-18?

 Do you want to make a difference 
for other military kids?

 Do you want to meet other teens 
throughout NYS?

 Do you like to travel and see new 
things?

If this fits you, you should consider 
being a part of the New York National 

Guard Teen Council!
Teen Council is made up of teens from all 5 

branches of service and civilians.

For Teen Council Brochures, Charter, 
Applications and more 
information please visit

http://dmna.ny.gov/family/yprogs.php

http://dmna.ny.gov/family/yprogs.php
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For more information and details in your area, 
please contact your local Family Assistance 

Specialist (FAS) and Family Readiness Support 
Assistant (FRSA) or call toll free 1-877-715-7817

-Volunteer and Youth Regional Trainings
-Month of the Military Child Events (April)

-4th Annual Teen Council Forum

SUMMER CAMP SEASON 2016 DATES:
4th Annual Teen Council Forum-Tentative

Location:TBD-27 June-1 July

YMCA Camp Corral
(Camp Gorham, Eagle Bay, NY) – 26 June-1 July

Operation Purple Camp – 31 July- 5 August 

Military Family Camp – 31 July- 5 August 

Operation Gold Star Camp- 27 June-1 July

-109th Galaxy Camp – 11-15 July

-107th Galaxy Camp – 1-12 August



Friday April 15th, 2016
Purple symbolizes all branches of the military, as it 

is the combination of Army green, Marine red, and 

Air Force , Coast Guard, and Navy blue.

Wear your PURPLE as a visible way to show 

support and thank military youth for their strength 

and sacrifices! 
Take a photo and tag us on Social Media
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Outcomes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Military Mentoring Initiative 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is committed to serving our nation’s military personnel and 
their families. 

 
We recognize that the stresses of everyday military life lead to service men and 

woman searching for additional support for their children. We believe our mentoring 
program can help. In fact, we know that any family could benefit from their child 

getting to spend a few hours a week trying new things, getting more individual attention, 

and experiencing life through different perspectives. 

The Big Brothers Big Sisters Military Mentoring program matches children (age 9-16) 
of military families with safe, screened, trusted mentors in one-to-one relationships 

that have the potential to last for many years. 
 

We carefully match adult mentors and youth mentees in long-term friendships based 
on family and volunteer preference, similar interests and values, and match 
compatibility. We partner with families to identify the right Big for their child.  

 
Our mentors are a diverse group of fun, incredible, dedicated volunteers. They 

resemble brothers, aunts, uncles, grandfathers, trusted neighbors. Their role is to be 
an unconditional friend and role model once a week, encouraging and supporting a 

child in reaching their potential and enjoying new experiences together. 
 

 
 

 

 

Start Something Today 

585-704-6159  

Heather Mills 

hmills@bbbsr.org 

 

BeABig.com 

 

37 South Washington Street 

Rochester NY 14608 

 

Couldn’t every child use one more Mentor in their life?  

 

You recognize the potential of your child better than anyone!  

Learn about Big Brothers Big Sisters in your area 

 

Rochester, Buffalo, Orange County, Long Island, Albany, and everywhere in between 
Call: Heather Mills (585) 704-6159 
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Keri J Attanasio and Ashley Semerad, Youth Coordinators and Editors
330 Old Niskayuna Road, Latham, NY 12110

(518) 786-4904 office (518) 786-6075 -fax (518) 786-4614 office
keri.j.attanasio.ctr@mail.mil Ashley.n.semerad.ctr@mail.mil
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The Youth Program is now on Facebook!  
Keep up with all the Activities, Events and

Upcoming Events around the State by liking us!!

www.facebook.com/NewYorkNationalGuardYouthProgram

Feedback for Child and 
Youth Program

We are looking for your input, advice, and 
submissions for future Guard En of Youth 
Newsletters.   If you have pictures, poetry, 

short stories you’ve written, drawings 
you’ve created, letters to the editors, past 
and upcoming events, or anything else you 
would like to add, please send it to Keri 

Attanasio or Ashley Semerad.

You can also contact us through our 
Facebook Page


