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Soldiers,
Rirmen go
‘On Guard’ at
Mass-Transit
sSystem

New York National Guard Soldiers and Airmen patrol New York's Croton-Harmon train station in August as part of Joint Task Force Empire Shield. Governor George E. Pataki ordered hundreds of additional
Guardmembers to State active duty to bolster security efforts following the London transit system bombings. See story on page 10. Photo by Staff Sgt. Donald Masse. Photo-art by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.
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DoD seeks more Business with
Service-Disabled Veterans

The Department of Defense, thefederal government’ sbiggest buyer of goodsand
services, isworkingtodramatically boost thecontractsit awardsto small businesses
owned by service-disabled veterans, according to the defense secretary’s chief
advocate for small business affairs.

DoD currently awards about $500 million in contracts every year to businesses
owned and operated by veterans with service-related disabilities. Their goal isto
increasethat amount more than tenfold within thenext fiveyears.

TheDoD Officeof Small and Disadvantaged BusinessUtilizationisconductingan
extensive outreach and education program and launched a Web site —
www.acg.osd.mil/sadbu/ — to help educate service-disabled veteran-owned
busi nessesabout government contracting and subcontracting opportunities. Service-
disabled veterans interested in contracting with the Defense Department should
evaluatethedepartment’ sneedsand comeforward with concretewaysto meet them.

Moreinformationisposted onthe Small BusinessAdministrationand DoD Office
of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization Web sites.

Support our Troops, and visit
AmericaSupportsYou.mil

More than 2 million people have visited AmericaSupportsYou.Mil since the
programwaslaunched November 2004. Thosewhoregister andjointheteamonline
receive an America Supports Y ou dog tag to wear as a visible show of support.
Service members can log on to read messages and post responses about how much
they appreciate the support of their fellow Americans. Support our troops, visit
AmericaSupportsY ou.mil.

Recognize your Boss for their Support

Award your employer! Recognize your boss for his or her support of National
Guard and Reserve members. Nominate him or her for a“Patriot Award.” Y our
employer will receive a Department of Defense Certificate of Appreciation and a
Patriot lapel pin. All members of the National Guard and Reserve are eligible to
nominate their employers. Visit www.esgr.org for moreinformation.

Employer Support of the Guard and ReserveisaDoD agency establishedin 1972.
The mission of ESGR isto gain and maintain active support from all public and
privateemployersfor themenand women of theNational Guard and Reserve. ESGR
volunteers provide free education, consultation, and if necessary, mediation for
employers of Guard and Reserve employees.

Asthe1.2millionmembersof theNational Guard and Reservecontinueto perform
anincreasing number of uniquemissionsthat requireextraordinary actionsonthepart
of everyday citizens, ESGR will continue to be the informational agency for the
employersof America’ sservicemembers. Moreinformation about ESGR Employer
Outreach Programsand volunteer opportunitiesisavailableonlineor by calling the
national committee office at 800-336-4590.

Free online training forArmy National Guard

Technology and themiilitary areclosing thelearning gap. Nearly 1,500 coursesare
now availableto Soldiersonline, and the coursesinclude information technology,
business, | eadership and personal devel opment. I naddition, morethan 40technol ogy
certification programs are offered. Enlisted personnel can earn promotion points
through many of these programs and can also earn college credits.

The Army National Guard Education Support Center has counselors available to
answer your questions. These counselorswill guideyou ontheenrollment process.
Call today, 1-866-628-5999, toll free.

To access Army e-Learning, go to www.virtualarmory.com, and click on the
Educationtab.

For technical questions, email Leslie Y ork, eL earning Program Office,

at: leslie.ayork@us.army.mil.

Celebrating
Citizenship

Soldier receives U.S. Citizenship at
Baghdad Ceremony

Commentary by Spc. Chi Wen Cen
69" Infantry Regiment

BAGHDAD, Irag— What could bemore Americanthan coming from Canton, China, tojoin
theU.S. Army in support of the war against terrorism?

My best friend in Elementary School, Pfc. Tseller, 13 Marine Division, and | hadn’t seen
each other since Junior High School. So, who would have thought wewould see each other
in Baghdad, Irag, as we were sworn in as United States citizens.

Pfc. Tseller was stationed in Fallujah
and | wasattached to the New Y ork Army
National Guard’ s69th I nfantry inBaghdad,
but weboth shared thesamecommitment to
defend thedemocracy and freedom of our
country. Now we have one morethingin
common, wearenew U.S. citizens.

For me, there was no other place to be
sworninat thanwith 143 Soldiers. Most of
al,itwasinsidethe Al-Faw Palace, which
made it more memorable. More than a
dozen Soldiersfrommy battalion attended
thecitizenship ceremony. They cheeredfor
me, for they had supported me through the naturalization process. It was an event and an
experience | will never forget.

What doesitmeantobeaU.S. Citizen?Tome, it’ sasymbol of hopeand freedomthat should
not betaken for granted.

Inlrag, | witnessed the denial of freedom — thelragi people had no rightsunder Saddam
Hussein'sdictatorship. Initsliberation, | witnessed Iraqi citizenswho marched to polling
sitesto vote despite threats not to vote. Their march definesthe term “theright to vote” as
they werewillingtorisk their livesfor that right — | will alwaysbegrateful for theright to
vote.

BecomingaU.S. citizendid not makemefeel more* American”. It’ ssomething | feel inmy
heart. | joined the Army in 2002 because | felt an obligation to defend our country. | knew
that the chance of me going to war wasinevitable dueto 9/11.

The best people | will ever meet in my life are those who serve. Every one of themisa
volunteer risking their lifeto keep our families, friendsand loved onesfrom harm’ sway. |
am proud to bea U.S. citizen and a Soldier inthe New Y ork Army National Guard. [J

What could be more
American than coming
from Canton, China, to
join the U.S. Army in
support of the war against
terrorism ...

Spc. Chi Wen Cen, 69" Infantry Regiment and Pfc. Tseller, 1% Marine Division, in Baghdad, Iraq.
Photos courtesy of Spc. Chi Wen Cen.



From the desk of State Command Sgt .Maj. Robert VanPelt

Enlisted
Association of the
Nationa Guard
holds34" Annual
Conference

ribbon was cut by
Command Sgt. Maj. John
Gipeand Chief Master

Sgt. Richard Smith Aug. 21
opening the 34" Annual
EANGUSConferenceat the
Rosen Center Hotel in Orlando,
Fla

Of particular note thisyear was
that NGB authorizedthe
attendance of junior enlisted
Soldiersand Airmen, based on
strict written criteria, to attend
thisyear’s conference so that
they might participateinthe
Professional Devel opment
Program offered by EANGUS.

These Soldiersand Airmen
were scheduled to attend forums
whereinformation was
exchanged amongst thosein

attendance. Inattendancewere
delegatesrepresenting enlisted
membersfrom al 54 States and
Territoriesthat make up the
National Guard, aswe know it.
The Soldiers and Airman were
also exposed to guest speakers
that included the Honorable Mr.
ThomasHall, Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Reserve Affairs) and
Lt. Gen. StevenH. Blum,
Director, National Guard Bureau.
In addition they attended atown
hall meetingwith Lt. Gen. Clyde
Vaughn, Director, Army Guard or
with Lt. Gen. Daniel James,
Director, Air Guard. They also
met with Command Sgt. Mgj.
John Leonard, Jr., Senior
Enlisted Advisor, National
Guard Bureau, Command Sgt.
Maj. John Gipe, Army National
Guard and Chief Master Sgt.
Smith, Air National Guard,
wherethey had the opportunity to
ask questions of the senior
enlisted leadership of the
National Guard.

Not to imply that it was all
work, the Soldiersand Airmen
were able to attend social events
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From left, Command Sgt. Maj. Bob Van Pelt, Spc. Alois Renggli, Sgt. Mike Wicks, Sgt. Mike Caster, Spc. Jacob Davis, Sgt.
Cory Coyne, Sgt. Jerid Massaro, Spc. Allison Andolina, Spc. Tony Lechanski, Spc. Jamie Phillips, Command Sgt. Maj. (Ret.)
Claude Imagna, NYEANGUS President. Photo courtesy of Command Sgt. Maj. Bob Van Pelt.

where someforged friendships
with their counterparts from all
acrossthe Guard. The highlight

of the week was aformal
EANGUSAwardsBanquet on
Wednesday evening where all the
outstanding Soldiersand Airmen
from the National Guard were

recognized for their
achievements. Therewasa
poignant moment at thebeginning
of the banquet when avideo roll
call of the members of the
National Guard who have paid
theultimate sacrificeduring the
war on terrorism was displayed;

thosein attendance will not soon
forget that video.

If you would like more
informationon EANGUS or the
Enlisted Association of the New
Y ork National Guard, you can go
online to www.eangus.org or
www.eanyng.org. [J

From the desk of State Command Chief Master Sgt. Hardy Pierce

How to succeed asan
Air Force Supervisor

This was written by an active duty Air
Force Airman, and | find it very
enlightening and an educational awareness
tool for supervisors and military leaders:

be knowledgeable. As a supervisor,
you don’t always have to have theright

answer, but show that you are constantly
insearch of it. For example, many
noncommissioned officershave
crosstrained into new jobs. Obviously,
they do not have as much experience asthe
Airmen they superviseinthisnew field.
They should be constantly tryingtolearn
new information to get up to speed
quickly. One of the best supervisors| had
was a staff sergeant who came to our base
from another unit. Shethrew herself into
learning as much as she could, as quickly
as she could. Now, those who work for
her respect her technical knowledge.

Show Airmen that you know how to ask
for help. Airmen know more than NCOs
when it comesto certain tasks. That's
OK. Everyone has his area of specialty.
When an NCO asksfor help, it showsthe
Airmanthat itis OK to ask how to do
something.

I f you want to be respected, you need to

File photo

Giveyour Airmen the benefit of the
doubt. All of usmake mistakes, but most
of usdon’t make them on purpose. Believe
your Airman when hetellsyou why hedid
something and explain the consequences of
hisactions. But don’t hammer him for first
offenses, because often thisdestroyshis
self-esteem. | have seen my staff sergeant
really fight to keep an Airmaninthe
service while everyone else was ready to
giveup onthat Airman. Someonewhois
willing to stand up for you inspires you to
work hard for him or her.

Establish clear and fair standards and
make them known to your troops. Too
many times, Airmen have no ideawhat
their supervisor expectsof them. They
think they are doing agood enough job, but
their enlisted performance report says
otherwise. My supervisor brings everyone
infor ameeting after each quarterly shift
change. Sheletsusall know what is
expected and answers questions. Thislets
us know where we stand.

No matter what, Airmen aregoing to
complain. Letthem. Complainingisa
stressreliever. My supervisor has taken
meoutsideto listen to my complaints
when | am frustrated. Advise Airmen on
what they can do to fix the problem. If
thereisnothing that can be done, tell them
that.

Give positive reinforcement. It goesa
long way toward making your troopsfeel
appreciated. The more your work is
appreciated, the better you feel about
working and the moreyour productivity
will increase. | mean asimple pat on the
back and a“way to go”. My supervisor
constantly gives praise, especially to new
Airmen. Itisdefinitely motivating.

Don't treat all of your Airmen the same.
Y our super troops should get more
rewards than the average troops; they are
working harder for them. Thisway, you
makeit known that you appreciatetheir

hard work. Also, you motivate average
troops to work harder. Be careful not to
make the goal stoo high or they will seem
unattainable.

Stick to one policy. Don't hold their
handswhenthey do everything and then
punishthemwhenthey makeamistake
becausethey should have known better.

Y ou can haveit only oneway. Make us
responsible and hold us accountable for
our actions. My desire to continue being
treated as an adult motivates meto take
care of thingscorrectly.

Alwaysremember that you arethe
supervisor. If you want peopleto work for
you, they need to respect you. Y ou don’'t
haveto betheir friend. Your Airmen have
enough "buddies’. They need amentor and
aleader. Y ou should demonstrate proper
customsand courtesiesto your superiors
and, inturn, expect the samefromyour
subordinates. Y our troops are always
watching.

Themostimportant key to motivating
Airmen: Get your handsdirty! Show your
Airmenthat youwouldn’t givethem
something to dothat you yourself wouldn't
do. They will respect you more. My
supervisor works late consistently to get
things done, so when she asks meto work
late, | don't get upset. | know shewill be
therehhelping me out. And that isthe best
way to motivate anyone. [J



'Iéighting 69"
grieves
Warriors

By Spc. Erin Robicheaux
256th Brigade Combat Team

CAMP TIGERLAND, Iraq — Task Force Baghdad
Soldiers gathered in a small chapel Aug. 11 to honor,
remember and mourn the loss of two New York Army
National Guard warriors.

Sgt. Anthony N. Kalladeen and Spc. Hernando Rios,
both assignedto the 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment
and attachedin Iraqtothe3rd Infantry Divisionlost their
lives Aug. 7 when their patrol was hit by improvised
explosives and small-armsfire.

Staff Sgt. Antonio Soto, Staff Sgt. McKinley Arrington, Jr., and Sgt.
1st Class Peter Swiderski mourn the loss of fellow Soldiers, Spc.
Hernando Rios and Sgt. Anthony Kalladeen.

Guard Times

Sgt. Daniel Barr, 69INF, said both Soldiers|eft lasting
impressions.

KalladeenwasaSoldier through and through, Barr said.
As a former Marine, the Purchase native constantly
compared the way the Army did things as opposed to the
Corps’ way.

Kalladeen's heart was as big as his stature, Barr said,
and headopted anragi family insidehisareaof operations.

“Hetook pictures of them all thetime, developed them
and brought copies to the family,” Barr said. “ The road
that runs to the family’s house is called ‘Kalladeen
Road’.”

Rios joined his unit just a short time ago, but in that
period, hemadeanamefor himself with the 69th Infantry
Regiment.

Assigned as a vehicle driver and dismount rifleman,
Rios was eager to jump into his missions, and proved to
be an outstanding Soldier who always|ooked out for his
friends, Barr said. Rios switched trucks, from time to
time, to fill in when needed, and they always had a hard
timegetting him back.

“1f youmet him, youwanted himwithyou[onamission],”
Barr said. Barr went on to say that Rios never backed
down from adebate. “He was political and could argue
any point well.”

Barr said both Soldiers will be tremendously missed,
andtheir absencewill befelt.“ Thelosswasextreme,” he
said. “They were not ordinary Soldiers, by any means.”

Sgt. Rafael Molina, Headquarters Company, 69th INF
wasfriendswith both Kalladeenand Rios, and heindicated
that both characterize the ideal Soldier.

Molina said Kalladeen always volunteered himself —
if not at thearmory, thenwith hisunit. Molinawent onto
say that Kalladeen loved the Army uniform, loved Army
training and loved anything having to do with being part
of the team. “He never knew the word can’t,” Molina
said. “He always knew he could figure a situation out,
whatever it was.”

Kalladeen had more military gear than anyone Molina

Command Sgt. Maj. James H. Mays, 256th Brigade Combat Team, remembers two fallen Soldiers, Sgt. Anthony Kalladeen and Spc.
Hernando Rios, both of 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment, attached to 1st Battalion, 156th Armored Regiment and 2nd Battalion, 156th
Infantry Regiment, 256th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division. Photos by Sgt. Thomas Benoit.

Spc. Anthony N. Kalladeen

Age 26, Purchase
Bravo Company
1stBattalion, 69th Infantry Regiment

Killed Aug. 8 from injuries sustained
| Aug. 7 when improvised explosive
devices and small armsfire struck his
military vehicle in Baghdad, Iraq.

Pfc. Hernando Rios

Age 29, Queens
Bravo Company
1stBattalion, 69th Infantry Regiment

Killed Aug. 8 from injuries sustained
Aug. 7 when improvised explosive
devices and small arms fire struck his
military vehicle in Baghdad, Iraq.

ever met. “He had more stuff than most National Guard
unitshave,” hesaid, jokingly. “I’m sorry for those who
never got achanceto meet him ... thosewho did feel that
empty spacethat | do,” Molinasaid.

Molinasaidthat Rioswasabig guy, and hisweight held
him back when he wanted to join the Guard. Rios was
determined, though, and made the necessary changes.
“Hisdeterminationto reach his[weight] goal issomething
tobeadmired,” hesaid. “If just one person getsthat, then
they know what [Specialist Rios] was like.”

Molina said on the day the Soldiers gave their lives, a
part of him died with them. “It's a day | wish never
happened, and | wish it wasanightmare and | could just
wake up,” he said. He went on to say that hisworld is
lonelier without hisbuddies but he knowsthat God hasa
special place for them.

Both Soldiers were laid to rest in New Y ork with full
military honors.

“The people of New Y ork are deeply saddened by the
loss of Spc. Anthony N. Kalladeen and Pfc. Hernando
Rios," Gov. George E. Pataki said. “Like so many brave
citizen-Soldiers, Kalladeen and Rios, bravely answered
the call to duty in Irag, risking their lives to spread the
cause of freedom and to protect usfromthreatsof terror,"
said Governor Pataki. “ On behalf of all New Y orkers, we
extend our deepest sympathy to thefamiliesof Specialist
Kalladeenand PrivateFirst ClassRiosduring thisdifficult
time.”

Rioswasagraduate of Middle CollegeHigh School. He
issurvived by hiswife, Liliana Rios, and two children,
Marlene and Gabriella. Hismedalsinclude the National
Defense Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Good Conduct
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Medal, Purple Heart
Medal, Bronze Service Medal, Combat Infantry Badge,
New York State Medal for Valor, New York State
Conspicuous Service Cross.

Kalladeen wasagraduate of White PlainsHigh School.
He is survived by his mother, Maria Vidal. His medals
include the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart Medal,
Army Good Conduct Medal, Marine Good Conduct Medal,
Army Reserve Achievement Medal, National Defense
Medal, Iragi Campaign Global War on TerrorismMedal,
Iragi Expenditionary Medal, Armed Forces Reserve
Medal w/M device, Army Service Ribbon, Seaservice
Deployment Ribbon, New York State Medal of Valor,
New Y ork State Conspicuous Service Cross. [J



258" Troops ‘Saluted’
for Homeland
Defense, Iraq Service

Historic* Washington
Greys' unit closesnew,
distinguished chapter

By Lt. Col. Paul Fanning
Guard Times Staff

YORK COLLEGE PERFORMING
ARTSCENTER,JAMAICA,
QUEENS - The service of hundreds of
members of the 1% Battalion 258" Field
Artillery was celebrated and saluted
Aug. 14 during an emotion-filled
Freedom Salute Awards Ceremony held
at alocal college in Queens close to the
Jamaica Armory. Local officialsjoined
hundreds of family membersto cheer for
their New Y ork City and Orange
County-based Guardsmen.

The ceremony acknowledged the
service performed by unit members
fromtheir deployment to Ground Zero
within hours of the terrorist attacks
through recent combat actionsinlrag.

“From the moment the Twin Towers
came down to this day, you have helped
protect thisnation, your friends and
families,” said Capt. Seth Morgulas,
who commanded Company A during the
deployment. Morgulas spoke of the
historic role that National Guard
volunteers have long played during
critical periods in history and described
the “Minutemen” asideal Soldierswho
rose to defend the nation and then
quietly returned to their labors when the
threat had passed. “ There is no nobler
service than that,” he said in praise of
hismen.

The 258" is one of New Y ork’s most
historic units. Theregiment tracesits
originsto the Revolutionary War, when
abattery of Colonial artillery was
dubbed the“Washington Greys” in
honor of Gen. George Washington. The
258" s Distinguishing Unit Insigniais
the Washington family Coat of Arms, the
same crest appearing on the certificate
for the Purple Heart Medal. The 258"
through its predecessor units has seen
combat service from the War of 1812,
the Civil War, World Wars | and 11, the
Korean War and now the Global War on
Terror—Operation Noble Eagle
(homeland defense) and Operation Iraqi
Freedom. It has been an active
participant in the Global War on Terror
from the opening momentson 9/11 right
to the present.

From Ground ZerototheSunni Triangle

The 258" is recognized as being among
the very first unitsto arrive at the World
Trade Center site following the towers’
collapse, and Soldiers of the 258" were
among thefirst National Guard members
to provide security at Ground Zero and
assist with the recovery effort. Two
serving members of the battalion were
lost on 9/11. Sgt. Larry Bowman was a
security guard at the World Trade
Center and Spc. Roshan Singh was an
employee of Windows on the World.

The following year, the 258" was once
again called upon, thistime for federal
active duty for Homeland Defense as
part of Operation Noble Eagle.
Members of the unit deployed to West
Point from late 2002 through mid 2003,
to help securethe U.S. Military
Academy.

258" Field Artillery Soldiers line up to receive an encased American Flag, a lapel insignia, a
commemorative coin and a certificate of appreciation. Photos by Lt. Col. Paul Fanning.

and Charlie Companies of the 258"
played an essential security rolein one
of the most dangerous areasin Irag.
Additionally, the 258" helped train over
10,000 Iragi policemen.

Capt. Andrew Espinoza, commander of
Company C, had special praise for the
enlisted Soldiers of hisunit for their
courage, dedication and performance

Staff Sgt. Eduardo Pacheco, 258" FA, sits with the awards he received.

In December of 2003, the 258" was
again called up, thistime for overseas
deployment for Operation Iragi
Freedom. Mobilized at Fort Dix, N.J., in
January 2004, more than 380 New Y ork
National Guardsmen deployed to Iraq
under the 258" s colors. Trading in their
howitzersfor Humvees, elements of the
258" spent nearly afull year in country
as Military Police. With missions
ranging from convoy escort and route
security throughout Central Iragto
conducting reconnaissanceand
surveillance patrolsin Baghdad, Bravo

during more than 1,400 combat escort
missions, in theface of frequent
ambushesand fire-fights, and for helping
to apprehend three “most wanted”
insurgentsduring the course of duty.
“You madeit happen. Y ou stepped in.
Y ou took command of patrols,” he said.
According to Espinoza, much
responsibility came to the junior
enlisted members of hiscommand and
they roseto the challenge. “You are
worthy of respect as combat veterans
now,” he added.

On Dec. 4, 2004, the 258" suffered its

first and only lossin awar zone since
World War I1. Sgt. Joseph Otto Behnke,
of Brooklyn, assigned to Charlie
Battery, 1% Battalion 258" Field
Artillery, died of injuriesreceived in a
vehicle accident while on patrol in
Central Irag. During the ceremony, a
special video tribute was presented in
remembrance of Behnke, and at awards
time, his son, afull-time Guard recruiter
was first on the stage to receive his
father’s awards.

After ayear of fire-fights, roadside
bombings and mortar attacks, the 258"
finally came homein March 2005.

In addition to the Operation Noble
Eagle and Operation Iraqi Freedom
Federal missions, members of the 258"
continueto perform essential homeland
security tasksin New Y ork City as part
of Task Force Empire Shield.
Throughout this period of time, Soldiers
of the 258" have provided security at
bridges, tunnels and subways, supported
New Y ork City during the blackout of
2003, and contributed troops for the
Guard’ s Joint Task Force providing
security in New Y ork City during the
Republican National Conventionin
2004. The Citizen-Soldiers of the 1%
Battalion 258" Field Artillery are
among the select and proud few who
have gone from Ground Zero to the
Sunni Triangle and have come hometo
further servetheir community, state and
nation.

1st. Lt. Joseph Reyes, C-Company, 258" FA.
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42" Commander says Iraqi Security Forces improving

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Iraqi forces are
shouldering moreof thesecurity burdenin
north-central Iraq, the coalition forces
commander, there, said July 15.

Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto, commander,
Task Force Liberty and the New York
National Guard’s42nd Infantry Division
commander, said U.S. troops in north-
central Iraq are working to build
independent and self-sustaining Iragi
security forces and to maintain pressure
ontheinsurgency. “Our work isprotecting
the process that will allow lragis to
develop their new government and build
their own sustainable security forces,”
Taluto said.

The region, from Kirkuk to outside
Baghdad, isabout thesizeof West Virginia
and is home to about six million Iragis.

“Task Force Liberty represents nearly
23,000 soldierswho partner with our Iragi
counterparts,” Taluto said.

Thelragi contributionislargeand getting
larger and more capable, Taluto said.
There are 50,000 members of the Iraqi
army, border patrol and police servicesin
thearea. “Inrecent months| have seenthe
contribution of our Iragi army partners
risedramatically,” Talutosaid. “ Iragi units
now conduct over half of the
counterinsurgency fight. They dothiseither
independently or jointly with our soldiers.”

The Iragi Ministry of Defense is
establishing aclear chain of command in
advance of Iragis taking over the total
security burden, he said.

North-central Iraq has two Iragi army
division headquarters, with five army
brigades. Earlier thisyear, Iragi unitstook
over security responsibility for Kirkuk.
Coalition units will continue to provide

command and control andlogisticssupport
for theunitsuntil thelragi divisionsbecome
effective, Taluto said.

The Iragi division headquarters have
administrative - but not operational -
control of thebrigadesand battalions. The
divisions are putting together their staffs
and developing processes to effectively
run the units, Taluto said. They will
eventually planand conduct theoperations.
“That’s going to take them ... somewhat
longer,” hesaid. “ They’' re not going to be
in a position to do that for awhile.”

Thelragisaredoing moreby themselves.
Taluto spoke about anincident in Kirkuk
to illustrate his point. “There was a
vehicle-borne [improvised explosive
device] that was parked in Kirkuk in a
very busy market area,” hesaid. “ Citizens
saw the car parked. They thought it was
strange. They reportedit tothelocal police
that aretherein Kirkuk on the street.

“Thepolicereactedto that, cordoned of f
the area, brought in their own [explosive
ordnance disposal] team, had the car
inspected, and sure enough, it was rigged
for explosion,” he continued. “They
defused it; they got rid of the vehicle-
bornel ED; andthey reportedit out totheir
media.”

Not onecoalition soldier took partinthe
mission. “That is happening more
frequently,” hesaid.

In June more than 4,000 Iraqi citizens
provided Iragi forces with information
and intelligence. Taluto said these tips
lead tofinding eight out of 10 armscaches.
The general said thisis “a sign of Iraqi
confidenceintheir policeand army forces
and the cooperation of the Iraqi peopleto
ensure their security. Our assessment is
that the Iragi security forces are greatly
improved and are striving to get better
every day.” O

Run for Rainbow raises Funds for Famllles

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

ALBANY —Theideasparked when the 69" Infantry
Regiment lead Manhattan’ s St. Patrick’ sDay parade, this
year, just outsidetheir Lexington Avenue Armory there.

“Hopefully, wewont haveto do thisnext year ... the
guyswill be home,” Tobler said.

If you wish to contribute to the New Y ork National
Guard' sfamily readiness and support offices, cal the
Division of Military and Naval Affairs Family Programs
Office, toll free, at 1-877-715-7817. O

Asrows of “Fighting 69" Soldiers marched past Spc.

Zachary Tobler —a 69" IR Soldier who was attending the
parade with his father —avision of Soldiers, families and
friendsrunning in afoot race for disadvantaged New
York Army National Guard familiesformed.

Tobler said, “1 thought, * If peoplewould run, it might
raise money for thosein need.”” He said he shared the
ideawith those from the 42" Infantry Division —called
the “Rainbow Division” —who supported it; Tobler was
working for thedivision’ srear detachment at thetime.

Morethan 70 people gathered at the State Office
Campus, here, on July 30 for abenefit race supporting
Rainbow Division’s family readiness groups.

“Theracewent great ... weraised alot of money,”
Tobler said. Nearly $10,000 was raised at the event
called the “Run for the Rainbow” .

A children’s one-mile race and an adult three-mile race
were held. Family readiness group volunteers, local
businessesand the Albany County Fire Department
hel ped coordinatethe event by gathering equipment,
managing entreesand guiding runnersthroughthecourses.

The adult raceincluded an oval loop around the State
campus on aone-way, three lane road. The morning was
sunny with temperaturesin the middlie 80s. Tobler called
runnersto the starting line and shouted; “ready, set, go,”
and they were off. Thefirst stretch of the adult course was
flat, but runners soon found agradual incline between the
first and second turns. There, the pack fanned out, and a
front-runner widened the lead to nearly one-half mile,
which was held to thefinish.

All runnersfinished. After they crossed thefinishline
they were given T-shirtscommemorating their effortsand
were additionally presented yellow rosesin
remembrance of their Rainbow Infantry Division Soldiers
servinginlrag.

Left, arunnerregisters fortherace. Right, children cross the finish line with a little encouragement. Below, adult runners pullaway from the

start of the three-mile race. Photos by Staff. Sgt. Mike R. Smith.




Task Force Liberty's military
Police make Iraqi Streets safer

By Spc. Adam Phelps
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATINGBASE DANGER, Tikrit,Iraq
—Task ForceLiberty Soldierssay they work tomakelrag's
streetsasafer placeby removing thecriminalsandterrorists
fromthestreets.

Military police from the 42nd Infantry Division conduct
cordon and searches and transport prisoners between
detentionfacilitiesintheTask ForceL iberty areaof operation.

“ Getting these guysoff the streetsdoesalot for American
forces over here and the Iragi people feel safer that these
guys aren’t out planting improvised explosive devices or
shooting AK-47s,” Spc. James McGurn, 42nd Military
Police Company gunner and Schenectady native, said.

Putting criminals in custody helps protect more than the
Coalition Forces, Lt. Col. Joseph Ricchiazzi, 42nd 1D
provost marshal and senior law enforcement advisor to the
Task Force Liberty commander said.

“Were not just making it safer for the Soldiers, were
making it safer for Irag,” Ricchiazzi, a native of Buffalo,
said. “When a terrorist pulls a vehicle-borne improvised
explosivedeviceinthemiddleof amarket hedoesn'thurta
Soldier, hehurtslragis. We'rehelping Iragisfeel safer. The
Iragi people want to see law enforcement working here.
They understand law enforcement and how importantitisto

society.”

Once suspected bad guys have been caught, the 42 MP
Soldiersmust still protect themwhilethey areunder Coalition
control.

“Oncethey’reinour custody it’ sour job to protect them,”
said McGurn. “They can't protect themselves against the
IEDs or small armsfire.

TheMPsmust a soensurethedetaineesaretreated correctly
whilethey are under their control, Ricchiazzi said.

“Wehaveaduty andresponsibility tomakesureall people
detained by U.S. and Coalitionforcesaretreated humanely
and with dignity and respect,” Ricchiazzi said.

Catching suspectedterroristsandtransportingthemisonly
a part of the job the 42nd MPs are doing. They are also
training replacementsto do their jobs.

“Westarted out slow but day by day wearelearning more
and becoming prepared to take 42nd I Dsplace,” Sgt. Julio
Tores, 918th Military Police, San Juan, Puerto Rico, said.

“The 918th is coming on strong after a slow start with
mobilizing,” Ricchiazzi said. “They put the unit together
from pieces of other unitsbut they are coming along. They
areavery good unit; thelonger they’ reherethebetter they're
getting.”

Eventhoughthe42nd M Psarefromseveral statesthey still
work together and do their best, Ricchiazzi said.

“They are al performing well and representing their
statesvery well, and I’ mvery proud of how they’ redoing,”
he said.

Spc. Amado Carrasquillo, 918" MP, Puerto Rican National Guard,
checks detainees identifications before they can move on to be
transported.

Oneof thebiggest rewardstheM Psaregettingisseeingthe
fruits of their labor.

“A lot of people out here don’t see what Soldiers do,”
McGurnsaid. “Weseetheresultsof thework wedoand feel
we are making adifference.” O

421D Jazz
Band forms
‘Spilt Coffee’

By Sgt. MarcusBowers
42nd Infantry Division Band

FORWARD OPERATING
BASEDANGER, TIKRIT,Iraq
— Spilt Coffee usually isn't
something that’ sliked, especially
when it'slate at night. Thistime,
however, it wasenjoyed, not cried
over.

Latelast month, thebal cony of the
Morale Welfare and Recreation
Center herewasthevenuefor Split
Coffee - the jazz combo from the
42ndInfantry DivisionBand. Billed
as “Jazz Under the Stars’, the
evening was a welcome change
from the daily work-load for both
theSoldiersand thosewho played.

The ideawas simple - create an
easygoing environment. Thiswas
thephilosophy that created theband,
which continues to inspire its
members.

“We wanted to create a relaxed
atmosphere,” Staff Sgt. Melinda
Burnham, who plays the clarinet
and helped organizethegroup, said.
“We wanted rehearsals to be

enjoyablewithoutany intimidation,
regardless of skill level.”

Keeping in line with their
philosophy, the group brewed a
pot of coffee before every
rehearsal. Atalmost every session,
someone would spill coffee. In
time, they adopted the mishap as
their name.

Spilt Coffeechoseto play mostly
straight-ahead jazz, or jazz
standardsfromthe1950sand ‘ 60s
suchas“Sweet ‘N’ Low,” “All of
Me,” and “Soft Winds,” among
others. A few Broadway show
tuneswere aso included. A lot of
what thegroupwantedtodowasto
reach out to Soldiers, so they
selected familiar music, which
would create that “close”
connection.

By creating a club atmosphere,
Split Coffee shared their relaxed
attitude with their audience.
Sparkling apple juice was served
with cheese and chemical lights
were placed on the tables as
candles. Spilt Coffeeplayed three
setsduring their nearly three hour
show. Almost everyone in the
audiencegotintothemusic. Some
weretappingtheir toes, drumming
their fingers on cups or nodding
along with the beat.

Spc. Daniel Mosko plays guitar
for Spilt Coffee and appreciates

theopportunity.

“Y oucanmakemistakesandplay
wrong notesandintime,improve,”
he said. “I'm new to jazz, but I'm
learning.”

When asked about future plans,
Spilt Coffee membershad various
ideas, butwithonecommontheme,
best expressed by Staff Sgt. Pete
Roe. “We want to do this again,”
he said. O

Task Force Liberty soldiers enjoy the
jazz sounds of “Spilt Coffee”. Photo by
Sgt. Marcus Bowers.

Rainbow
Soldiers put
information on
Iraqis' front door

By Sgt. Jennifer J. Eidson
22nd Mobile Public Affairs
Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE DANGER, Tikrit, Iraq —
TheSoldiersof the642nd Military
IntelligenceBattalionareworking
to providereliableinformation on
high-value targets in Task Force
Liberty’ sareaof operationsthrough
thegathering and disseminating of
intelligence.

Their main missions include
operation of the 42nd Infantry

Division Analysis and Control
Element and the Division
Internment Facility, said battalion
commander, Lt. Col. David
Martinez.

“TheACEistheheartbeat of the
M1 battalion,” Martinez said.

Master Sgt. John Lara,
noncommissionedofficerincharge
of theACE saidtheoveral mission
of the ACE is to combine
information into intelligence
products that can be used by the
divisioncommand staff to support
decision-making.

“Supporting the ACE in all
aspects of administration,
personnel actionsand Soldier care
issues is the main focus of the
battalion,” Larasaid.

The process to get reliable
intelligenceisatediousone, butit
contributes to the success of the

Soldierswho are conducting raids
andlookingfor high-valuetargets,
said adetainment facility NCOIC.

“Thedetaineeisnot my friend; |
am not the detainee’ sfriend. You
areheretodoajob,” said the DIF
intelligence NCOIC. “Our job
playsavery important rolefor the
Soldiersknocking on doors. They
are out there getting the bad guys
and thisintel needsto get back to
them,” hesaid

The collection of intelligence
does not only come from the
questioning of detaineesMartinez
said, the ACE uses its different
resources to gather and cross
reference information from a
combination of sourcesincluding
brigade combat teams and local
Iragis.

“Everythingwehavetodoinour
community hastodowithreliability
and there is a certain grade of
reliability,” Martinez said.

The 642nd Soldiers were
mobilized May 2004 and began
training at Fort Drum. They
deployed to Kuwait on Jan. 1 and
conducted aground assault convoy
to Tikrit, Iraq, afew weeks later.

“My Soldiers have been doing
outstanding,” Martinezsaid.

The battalion currently is the
headquarters for Task Force
Liberty’ smilitary intelligence. O
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Governor Pataki signs ‘Patriot Plan III’ into Law

Courtesy of Governor’s Office

YONKERS— Governor GeorgeE.
Pataki announced Aug. 7, here, that he
signed legislation into law establishing
Patriot Plan Il — legislation that provides
expanded benefitsto New Y ork’smilitary
personnel and their families, building on
the historic Patriot Plans| and |1, which
the Governor proposed and signed into
law in 2003 and 2004.

With the new plan, New Y ork continues
to provide the most comprehensive
benefits packagein the nation for military
personnel and their families.

“New York’scitizen-Soldiers havelong
served our State and Nation with honor
and distinction,” Governor Pataki said.
“Asbrave New Y orkers continue to
answer the call to duty, we must do all that
we can as our neighbors, friends and
loved ones place themselvesin harm’s
way to protect our freedom and way of
life”

“When we worked to enact the first
Peatriot Plan, it marked the most
comprehensive benefits packageinthe
nation for military personnel and their
families,” the Governor added. “Patriot
Plan 111 will build on our efforts and offer
new benefits that will let our brave
servicemen and women focuson their
mission abroad by knowing that they and
their familieswill be protected at home.”

Until Patriot Plan 111 becamelaw, there
was no provision in law that provided
health insurance coverage or death
benefitsto the survivors of an eligible
public employee who iskilled while on
activeduty inthemilitary. Further, there
was no provision of law that provides for

members of the organized militiaand no
provision of law existsthat permitsthe
issuance of “War on Terror” license
plates.

Following the combat death in Iraq of
National Guardsman and New Y ork City
Firefighter Christian Engeldrum, Governor
Pataki signed abill that granted
Engeldrum’ ssurvivorsthesamehealth
insurance coverage and death benefitsthey
would have received if Engeldrum had
died fighting afirein New Y ork.

Highlightsof Patriot Plan 111 include:

— Provide the survivors of eligible public
employeeswho give their lives
whileon active duty in the Armed
Forceswith the same death benefits that
their survivorswould be entitled if the
public employee madetheultimate
sacrifice while working as a public
employee.

— Provide the survivors of eligible public
employees who pass away while on
active duty inthe Armed Forceswith
the same health insurance benefitsto
which such survivors would be entitled
if the public employee was killed while
working as apublic employee.

— Reimbursepremium payments
sufficient to assumethe costsfor
$250,000 worth of service member’s
general lifeinsurance for members of
the New Y ork State organized militia
during periods of non-training active
service.

— Provide for anew “War on Terror”
license plate issued, upon request, to
veterans of the Persian Gulf or

the payment of lifeinsurance premiumsfor

Afghanistanconflicts.[J

Candidates forge through OCS

By 2 Lt. Amy Fires
Guard Times Staff

REGIONAL TRAININGINSTITUTE,CAMPSMITH
— A hot and sunny morning set the scenefor the 52™ annual
Officer Candidate School graduation, here, for 22 officer
candidates June 26.

Dignitaries, families and guests were seated and waiting
for the graduation ceremony to begin, and it began with a
“bang”.

To their far right, officer candidates, with camouflage
paint on their faces, gathered together from a nearby wood
linewithM-16sintheir hands. Thenthey spotted“ bad guys”.
Many “ pop-pop” and*“bangs’ wereheardfromtheirweapons
and smokecoveredtheir movements. A helicopter swooped
in and dropped-off a reactionary team comprised of a
machinegunandafireteam, whichhelped savetheday. The
graduating OCs cleared through the assault, captured or
‘killed’ theenemy and consolidated afterward to around of
applause.

“Becominganofficerintoday’ schangingworldisbecoming
anevengreater challenge,” said Col. Brian Balfe, regimental
commander.

“These Soldiers have a lot to be proud of as do their
families,” said Brig. Gen. Michael C. Swezey, commander,
New Y ork Army National Guard. The OCswerereminded
to“alwaystake care of the Soldierswhose lives have been
entrustedto[them].”

Swezey reminded the crowd that the war of Iraq and
Afghanistan is “not awar of generals and colonels but of
lieutenantsand sergeants.”

“Whenin charge, takecharge,” Swezey said.

OneOC stood out among her peers: 2ndLt. TaraDawewas
the “Distinguished Graduate,” the highest honor derived,
here. Dawe also stood out among her peersfor her jobasa
detectiveinthe New Y ork City Police Department and for
her history inthe Guard; she served asasaw-gunner inlrag
for one year. Before her deployment, Dawe additionally
deployedfor sixmonthsin Bosnia. Beforeeach deployment,
Dawe attempted to join OCS.

Governor George E. Pataki embraces the wife of NYARNG Soldier and NYC firefighter Christian
Engeldrum after signing Patriot Plan Ill. The revised plan grants her the same health insurance coverage
and death benefits she would receive if her husband had died firefighting. Photo by Lester J. Millman.

2nd Lt. Tara Dawe receives har rank . Photo by 2nd Lt. Amy Fires.

Each time she was deployed, Swezey noted, she always
came back to try again because she wanted to be the best.

“ Shedeservesaccoladesfor her commitment tothe Army
asa’' missionfirst’ type-Soldier andfor her professionaism,”
said Capt. Sean O’ Donnell, her former Platoon L eader inthe
442" Military Police.

Thegraduatingclasswill now continuetotheir assignments
and the challengesthat lay ahead. [



Team MTA, Fort
Hamilton host
South African

| eaders

By MikeBrennan
Fort Hamilton Public Affairs

FORT HAMILTON — In cooperation with the
Distinguished Visitors program, Joint Task Force Empire
Shield — or team “MTA” — leadership gave a briefing to
military attachésfrom the South African military.

Brig. Gen. Tanduxolo R. Mandela, Defense & Military
Attaché from the South African Embassy in Washington,
D.C.andCapt. Dighy Thomson, SouthAfricanNaval Attaché,
visited Fort Hamilton and took atour of the historic “Old
Fort” and museum.

The two officers were escorted by New York Army
National Guard Inspector General Col. Harry McDonough,
Joint Forces Headquarters, and Mgj. Richard Sloma, State
Partnership Program Coordinator.

The State Partnership Program relationship between the
National Guard and the partner country typically evolves
and expands over time. It usually begins with bilateral
military-to-military activities, expands to include military
support to civil authorities, and ultimately, the partnership
evolves to include all aspects of the public and private
sector. Activitiesinclude state and local governments and
governmental agencies, sister cities projects, teacher
exchanges, academic institutions, social, cultural, and

Fort Hamilton Museum Technician, Richard Cox, right, gives an exhibit tour to RSA Brig. Gen. Tanduxolo R. Mandela, Defense & Military

Attaché, far left, and Col. Harry McDonough. Photo by Mike Brennan.

charitable organizations, and more.

Thebriefingat theTeamMTA’ sheadquarterscoveredthe
unit’ sresponsibilitiesin defending the homeland and New
Y ork City from terrorist threats. Afterwards Mandela and
Thomson visited the Harbor Defense Museum with
McDonough to take a trip back in time to the American
Revolution.

Museum Technician Richard Cox gave the tour of the
exhibitandthe' Old Fort’ tothesevisitorsand waspeppered

with questionsabout varioustypesof cannonand munitions
aswell asthe design of thefortifications. Mr. Cox handily
explained the specifics and nuance of 18" century combat
andtheimportanceof theBattleof Brooklyntothe American
Revolution. Only after conducting the near-hour long tour
did he realize that one of the visitors was the nephew of
Nelson Mandela, South African civil rightsleader, Former
President of the African National Congress and Former
President of South Africa. O

Leeking for your
Army Commission?

Get ready for upcoming Accelerated Officer
Candidate School openings, call today.

The Recruiting and Retention
officeis accepting applications for
the next Accelerated Officer
Candidate School that will be
conducted at Fort McClellan,
Alabama from Jan. 14, 2006 to
March 11, 2006.

Minimum requirements for
attendance are: Recommended by
Chain of Command; Ninety College
Credits hours or greater, Pass
Chapter [I Commissioning Physical,
Possess a GT Score of 110 or
greater; Apply or possess a Secret
Clearance; Meet Height and Weight
Standards; pass Record APFT; and
beaU.S. Citizen.

Interested soldiers should contact
their unit chain of commandto apply.

The Recruiting and Retention office,
in concert with HQ 106" RTI, will
conduct in-processing for the course
at Camp Smith on Nov. 18toNov. 20
and Dec. 9 to Dec. 11 (Phase Zero).
Soldiers must ensure the Recruiting
Office receives their applications
as soon as possible, but no later
than Oct. 15 for pre-screening.

Questions regarding the course or
application procedures may be
addressed to 2nd Lt. John Klimes
(Recruiting and Retention
Command) at 229-0589 or
John.Klimes@ny.ngb.army.mil, or
1stLt. Edgecombe at 914-788-7342.
You can also view the website at
www.dmna.state.ny.us/arng/ocs/
csocs.html. O

MPs meet through State
Partnership Program

ByMaj.Richard Sloma
State Partnership Coordinator

KINGSTON — The 104th Military Police
Battalion, here, hosted three
noncommissioned officersfromtheRepublic
of South Africa’s Military Police Service
June3.

Republicof SouthAfricaStaff Sgt. SelloS.
Mothapo, RSA Staff Sgt. Phillip M.
Masemola and RSA Staff Sgt. Frans P.
Halliday visited New Y ork on their way to
trainwiththe300th Military Police Company
at Fort Riley, Kan. The purpose of the
stopover wasto acquaint the South African
NCOswiththeNew Y ork National Guard’s
military policeanditscapabilities, missions
and members. The visit was part of New
Y ork’s State Partnership Program with the
Republic of South Africa.

New York and South Africa have been
partners under the SPP since August 2003.
The SPPisaNational Guard initiative that
alignsstateswith countriesaround theworld
for thepurpose of fostering mutual interests
and establishing long term relationships

across all levels of society. New York was
thefirst stateto havean SPPrelationship on
theAfricancontinent.

Whilein New Y ork, Mothapo, Masemola
andHalliday receivedanorientationbriefing
on the 104M P’ s organi zation, mission and
training.

Mothapo, the senior member of the South
African group, gave a reciprocal briefing
about his position as a trainer at the South
African Military Police School. He aso
discussed his experiences as a member of
theUnited Nations' Peace Support Mission
and its deployment to the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Mothapo said the South African Military
Police Agency isajoint organization under
the South African National DefenseForces.
Military police units in South Africa fall
under their ownadministrativeservicerules
andregulations.

The South Africans additionally visited
withthe105th Airlift Wing’ ssecurity forces
sguadron, Stewart Air National Guard Base,
Newburgh. Thevisitincluded abriefing on
105AW SFS' dutiesand atour. [
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Soldiers,

Alrmen

go 'On Guard' at
Mass-Transit

System

By Staff Sgt. MikeR. Smith
Guard Times Staff

MANHATTAN —Several armed
Soldiers stand outside astreet entrance
to PennsylvaniaStation August 4
amidst thedaily hustleand bustle.
Positioned at an out-of-the-way area,
they aremostly left alone. But from
Penn Station’ sseemingly endlessflow
of travelers an occasional passerby
emergesto say “thank you”.

“Youguysaredoing agreat job,” one
woman proclaims as she passes them.

“Thank you, ma’ am,” they reply, in
unison.

Intheweeksfollowing thedeadly
Londontransit system bombingsand a

failed repeat of those bombingsthere, a
“surgeforce” of New Y ork National
Guard Soldiersand Airmen were on
watch at various masstransit stations
acrossthe State, including New Y ork
City’ svast metropolitan area.

I1t’ snot unfamiliar duty. Joint Task
Force Empire Shield, whichiscarrying
out the State’ shomeland defense
mission, has had Soldierson duty since
9/11. But in thewake of the London
bombings, Governor George E. Pataki
ordered hundreds of additional
Guardmembersto State active duty to
bolster security effortsat train stations,
subways and other masstransit sites.

At Penn Station, Sgt. Milton Webb,
258" Field Artillery, said he

A Soldier stands watch at MTA North Metro's
Croton-Harmon station in July. Photo by Sgt.
1st Class Steven Pettibone.

approachesthemission andthethreat
seriously. He said herecently returned
from oneyear in Iraq where he saw,
first hand, what terrorists are capable
of doing.

“| was doing this[Task Force Empire
Shield] before| left, but after Irag, |
seeit differently,” hesaid.

Webb and his fellow Soldiers said
they patrol thetransit stations, ferry
stations and rail yards with local law
enforcement, whichinNew Y ork City
includestheMetro Transit Authority.

“We assist the police,” Webb said.

Spc. James Reynoso, 258th Field Artillery, left,and Spc. Kevin Miller, 101t Calvary, patrol Grand Central Station. Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.

Joint Task Force Empire Shield’s
commander, Lt. Col. GeorgeDeSimone,
said the number of Guardmembers
activated for State homeland defense
has gone up and down since the war on
terrorism began.

“The Soldiersand Airmen arethe key
playersinthe Guard’ shomeland
security success,” DeSimonesaid. “In
addition, we are supported and guided
by Stateheadquarters.” DeSimonewent
onto say that thetask forceisa
voluntary force, meaningitisalways
open to good Soldierslooking for both
part-timeand full-time State active duty
work. “Unit commandersmust give
their approval,” he said.

Hundreds of Soldiersdeployed, here,
last year during the Republican
National Convention towork with law
enforcement agenciesat bridges,
tunnels, aswell astrain stations,
subways and rail yards. Soldiers are
additionally on duty helping to protect
the State’ snuclear power sites, and
New York Naval Militia Sailorsand
Marines patrol the State’ s harborsand
waterways.

Therelationship betweenthe
Guardmembersand civil authorities
workswell, Chief Kevin J.
McConville, 1st Deputy Chief of
Police, MTA, said.

“They areprofessional ...
respectful, helpful ... well
disciplined,” McConville said. He said
that M TA membershave expressed

courteous,

“The Soldiers and
Airmen are the key
players in the Guard’s
homeland security
success.”

— Lt. Col. Geor ge DeSimone
JTFES Commander

satisfaction at the[ Guardmembers']
effortsand work.

“They have been quick to learn and
develop asense of thetransit system,”
McConvillesaid.

Patrollingthe“system” caninclude
walking many milesof dimly lit
passagewaysor standing on
underground platformswherethe
temperature and humidity can soar, but
McConvillesaid theeffortsare
valuable.

“Theaddition of the National Guard
tothedeployment of MTA Police
allows usto cover moreterritory with
fewer personnel, thereby making the
transportation system safer,”
McConville said. “We [also] believe

See EMPIRE, next page
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Spc. David Simmons, 442" Military Police
Company, observes commuters outside
Pennsylvania Stationin July. Photo by Staff Sgt.
Mike R. Smith.

Empire, from previous page

their presence, with our forces, makes
thetransportation systemamore
pleasant experiencefor users.”

“It’sgood [duty],” Pfc. Jay Y 0o, 27
FinanceBattalion, said.

Y 0o was among ateam of Soldiers
patrolling Grand Central Stationwith
the M TA authoritiesin August. He
recently transferred tothe New Y ork
Army National Guardfrom Active
Duty.

I normally work in human resources,
Y oo said, but he added that the
Guardmembersandthe MTA officials
haveacommonground, here.

“We both havethe duty to protect and
serve,” Yoo said.

TheNew York Air National Guard
alsojoined Empire Shield’ shomeland
security team. Airmen from the 105"

Staff Sgt. Donald Masse, 109" Airlift Wing, patrols
Croton-Harmon station platform. Courtesy photo.

Airlift Wing, 106" Air Rescue Wing,
107" Air Refueling Wing, 109" Airlift
Wing and the 174" Fighter Wing
deployedto existing Army National
Guard and M TA security operations.

DeSimonesaid that thetask force
assigned the Airmen working side-by-
side with Soldiers. He said they
“meshed very well,” and established
many new and lasting friendships. “We
often speak of ajoint operation
involving multi-services, yet the
servicesnormally work independently.
Thisoperation wastrue ‘jointness’,” he
said.

“Aswe moveto thejoint force
concept of Soldiers, Airmen, Marines
and Sailors, our Airmen are sharing in
themany responsibilitiesof supporting

our nation and state,” Brig. Gen. James
Kwiatkowski, Director of Operations,
New York Air National Guard, said.
Kwiatkowski went to say that Empire
Shield is one areawhere the Air Guard
issteppingintothat concept. “ The
Army National Guard hasbeen
performingthe M TA duty almost
exclusively since9/11,” when an
additional surgerequirement of
personnel wasrequired, the Air Guard
helped fill the need.

“Weworked with the Soldiers and the
MTA [police] onthe[train] platforms,”
Staff Sgt. Donald Masse, 109" Airlift
Wing, said. Masse and three other
109AW Airmen wereassigned to North
Metro’ sCroton-Harmon Station. They
patrolled with the station’ sexisting
Soldiersand MTA policeon duty,
which provided an opportunity to share
and learn each other’ shomeland
security tactics.

"The relationship
between the
Guardmembers and civil
authorities works well."

—Chief KevinJ.McConville
1st Deputy Chief of Police, MTA

“Wehad to adjust to their language
and they adjusted to ours,” Masse said.
“Butitwasn’t bad duty.” Masse went
onto say that hisgroup also
experienced thedaily comingsand
goingsof city life.

“We were swamped at rush hours,”
Masse said on patrolling.

General Kwiatkowski said that the
ability to utilizejoint forcesduring
emergency operationsgivesthe
Governor and the Adjutant General a
synergisticforce, which benefitsthe
needs of the people of New Y ork.

“Thismission wasimportant dueto
thefact that it showcased the ability of
all military personnel withinthe State
towork together to support contingency
operations,” Kwiatkowski said. “ The
Airmen performedin an exemplary
manner. Whether at thecommand level
or onthe platforms, all dutieswere
accomplished among all personnel ina
seamlessfashion.”

“Ilikedit,” Capt. Bridget Crouch,
109AW supply officer, said. “ There
werelong [working] hours, but meeting
the Soldiersand working with the Army
[National Guard] wasgood, and it took
meinto awhole new role.” Crouch was
stationed at Fort Hamilton where she
helped provide operational intelligence
tothe Soldiersand Airmenincluding
daily briefingsto those deploying to the

A Soldier shares a smile with a family at a North Metro transit platform during Joint Task Force Empire
Shield duty. Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Steven Pettibone.

Pfc. Jay Yoo, right, stands watch with two MTA police officers at Grand Central Station's main entrance.
Below, a Soldierand an MTA police officer check and observe vehicles entering Grand Central Station's
underground parking garage. Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.

platforms. Shewent onto say that her
intelligenceteam also visited the
Guardmembersat their stationsto
observetheir statusfirst hand.

“They all performed very well,” she
said.

Crouch additionally said that a
NY ARNG chaplaintravel ed throughout
theMTA system, checkingonthe
Guardmembers’ moraleand welfare.

Army National Guard Soldierswill
continuetheir homeland security
missionindefinitely; however, thereare
no current plansto send additional
Airmen to support the Empire Shield
tasking. General Kwiatkowski saidif a
“surge” requirement isagain necessary,
the Air National Guard could bere-
taskedinto ajoint homeland security
mission.

“| think the mission will remainfor a
very longtime,” DeSimonesaid. “It
calmstheriding publicandisa
deterrent to terrorism.” O
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DEREAMERBRIANT HQS106THREGIMENT BARFIELDANTOINE 102 MAINT CO SALTARELLIMACEEDWARD HHC 1-105TH INF
JACKSON TREVORL HHB 1-258TH FA BEAUPIERREFRANCIS CO C 1-105 INF SHERMAN CHERYL ANN 249TH MED COAIRAMB
BOVEEKRISTY CO B 342D FWD SPT BN SMOOT RICHARDALLEN COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
MAJOR BROWNKEVIN CHARLES 42D INFANTRY DIV BAND THOMASBENEDICT 145THMAINTENANCECO
FITZGERALD MAEJOYCE MEDICAL COMMAND CLEVELAND STEPHEN JEREMY 108 IN BN O1LAASLT A CO URIBELEONARDO JOSE COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
JESSOP SCOTT ANDERSON 27TH SUPPLY\SERV BN COLEMAN THOMASSCOTT 442D MP CO VIELESTEPHEN PAUL HHC 1-105TH INF
CROMERMOOTRY GLENNISD 105TH MP CO WALDINGERGLENN CHARLES HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
CAPTAIN FERRAROKIMBERLY ANN NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ WALKERTYRONEDWAYNE COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
COLLINSJAMESBENEDICT NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ FORMANARTHURS HSC 642D SUPPORT BN WARD RALPHWILLIAM 11 COA 1-127TH ARMOR
KUBETZJACOB THOMAS HHC 42IN DIV(-) GUILIANJERRY JOSEPH 108 INBN 01 AASLT A CO WICKRAMANAYAKEPABODHAA COMPANY C(-) 638 DASB
RAISERSTEVEN MARC HHC 42IN DIV(-) HENNINGKENNETHWILLIAMS 108 IN BN 01LAASLT A CO WUNDERSJAMESROBERT HHC (-) 1-108TH INF
ROSE JOHN PATRICK NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ HERNANDEZ ANTHONY PSR HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M) YORK ARTHURDUANE HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
WIERZBOWSKIMATTHEWJOHN ~ HHC42IN DIV(-) HOFFMANN MICHAEL ROBERT 108 INBN O1AASLT A CO
WISNIEWSKI CHRISTOPHER 42HHCHVY DIV REAR KOVACS FRANK J 42INFANTRY DIV DET SPECIALIST
YUN JOHN HHB 1-258TH FA LACROIX LEOPOLD CO B 342D FWD SPT BN AARON LINDA DEE CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
LOPEZ JOSEANGEL JR HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN ADDISON CHARLESLOUISJR TROOPE101ST CAVALRY
FIRST LIEUTENANT LYNCHNICHOLASROBERT RECRUIT/RET CMD ADKISONMICHELLECHARITY HHC27THAREA SG
CASTILLORAFAEL 108INBN02COAR MARKLEDANIEL CHRISTIAN 108 INBN OLAASLT A CO ALLEN SONIA ANDREA 102 MAINT CO

CONRADERICA STIRLING CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN MCCLUREANDREW SCOTT 108 IN BN O2AASLTCOC ALLPORTGLENNERIC DET1COG137THAVIA

EDGECOMBELONA ANN HQS106THREGIMENT MCMAHONBRYANMICHAEL COD 1-101ST CAVALRY ANDERSON PETERLARRY COB 101ST SIGNAL BN
GUSTAVEDELBERT HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN MILLHEISERJAMESCHARLES DET 1HHC 1-69TH INF (M) ANDUJARJOEL EDWIN 258 FA BN 1BTRY B 155 SP
HOAK STEPHEN SHAWN COC1-127TH ARMOR MOWATT JEFFREY ASTON COD 1-101ST CAVALRY ANSTEY JOHNDAVID HHC 3RD BDE 42ND ID (M)
JONESLINDSAY MARIE 27TH SUPPLY\SERV BN PAHUCKIWALTERJOSEPH 11 CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN AULETTAERICVINCENT 442D MP CO
JOYCESHAUN PATRICK TROOPE 101ST CAVALRY PAULINOTOMASF 719 TRANSCO BAKERDAVIDALLEN HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
MALIZIALOUISACHILLEJR COA 3-142D AVIATION PAWLSONJAMESOLIVER HHD 501ST ORDANCEBAT | BAMBINOPHILLIPJOHN HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
MCLEANROBERTLINEWEAVER 258 FABN 1BTRY C155SP | PEARSONANNMARIE COC (-) 342D FWD SPT BN | BARANRAYMOND THOMAS CO C3-142D AVIATION
MCLOUGHLINMATTHEW JOHN TROOPE 101ST CAVALRY PINNOCK FEDERICOV 102 MAINT CO BENJAMINTAMIKALYNN HHC 3RD BDE42ND ID (M)
MIRON ROBERT VINCENT H & SCO 204 ENGR BN RENTASJOHN 719 TRANSCO BESSONG AUSTIN ENOW 827TH ENGR CO
QUACKENBUSHMATTHIASJOSEF COA 3-142D AVIATION SANCHEZDAVID HQS106TH REGIMENT BLONCOURT JOSEPHLUIS 69 IN BN 01 CO A REAR
RABINOWITZ JONATHANKAI 145THMAINTENANCECO SCOTT THOMASWALTER H & SCO 204 ENGR BN BOBOT JOHN STEVEIII CO C 1-69TH INF (M)
ROWECHRISTOPHERPATRICK DET 1107THMPCO SHELTONDIANEC 719 TRANSCO BOKHARIRAHIM ARIF HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
SNYDERWILLIAM FRANCIS COB 152D ENGINEER BN SORRENTINOMARK ANTHONY  105TH MPCO BRAMANKYLEWARD DET 1HHC27THIN BDE
SOMMERMARK JOSEPH TROOPE101ST CAVALRY SULLIVANWILLIAME 1427TH TRAN CO BROOKS JOSEPH 53HQHQLIAISON REAR
STOCKMAN JOHN DAVID COB 152D ENGINEER BN THOMASHOWARD JR 719 TRANSCO BROWN LISA ANN CO A 342D FWD SPT BN
TWEEDALEMARJORIEELLA H & SCO 204 ENGR BN CAESARSEON PHILBERT HHC 1-105TH INF
CHIEFWARRANT OFFICER 2 WEAVERJAMESMATTHEW COC1-127TH ARMOR CASILLASIJONATHAN AV HHCDIV AV BDEREAR
BURGIOLISALOUISE NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ WILLIAMSRONALDLEEII CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN CASTELLIVENESSAMARIADIAN 249MD COAIRAMBL
WOODSGREGORY J CO B 342D FWD SPT BN CATEL NICHOLASMICHAEL CO C3-142D AVIATION
CHIEFWARRANT OFFICER 4 CIANCIOSI JEREMY DANIEL 108 IN BN 01 AASLT D CO
COXDAVIDHILTON COB 3-142D AVIATION SERGEANT COLEMAN COREY NORMAN CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
ALBARRANKENNETHCHARLES 69IN BN 01 COB REAR CORBETTEUGENELEE 427TH MAINT CO
SERGEANT MAJOR APPELLKYLETHOMAS TROOPE 101ST CAVALRY CORREA MELVINEZEQUIEL HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
DEPALOANDREWJ HHC42IN DIV(-) ARGUELLOHOLGERENRIQUE COB 1-69TH INFANTRY CUNNINGHAM DAVIDANTHONY CO A 342D FWD SPT BN
LENZ JUSTIN CLARK HHD 104TH MPBN AUSTINBRIANNE NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ DALEY JASONMICHAEL 258 FA BN 1BTRY B 155 SP
PARKERCHRISTOPHERDEWEY 42HHCHVY DIV FWD 2 BENDERKEVIN CHRISTOPHER DET 1 CO C 1-108TH INF DANISBRIAN COE1-69TH INFANTRY
SANTIAGOCRISTOBAL REYES NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ BENZEL NATHAN ROBERT 187THENGR CO DAVISJACOBM 442D MP CO
BLYDENDESHON JAMAL CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN DELORENZOMATTHEWBENJAMIN CO C 152D ENGINEER BN

RECRUIT/RET CMD

HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
138THMPAD

DET 1HHC 107TH SG
RECRUIT/RET CMD

56TH PERSONNEL SERBN
HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

2427TH TRANSCO
CO A 1-69TH INF (M)
105TH MP CO

27TH SUPPLY\SERV BN
HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

DET 1 HHC 1-108TH INF
42D INFDIV BAND (-)
ATHFINANCEDET

105TH MP CO
HQS106THREGIMENT
COB 101ST SIGNAL BN
108 IN BN 01 AASLT A CO
199THARMY BAND (-)

BROWN EZRA DAINE
BUMPASSTONI TALIBAH
CARTERCEDRICJEROME
CASSELSSTACEY MARIE
CORDEROLINO

UA

HARD

YNN
L

THOMASJR
EUGENE

D

PAUL

LVIS

LAVERNE

ROME
ANIEL

LLIAMJR
L RASHAWN

HHCAVNBDE42INDIV
102 MAINT CO

COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
COB 101ST SIGNAL BN
DET 1HHC107TH SG
10THMOUNTAINDIV DET
DET 1CO C 342D

133RD MAINTENANCE CO
719 TRANSCO

COA 101ST SIGNAL BN
HHC642D MI BATTALION
187THENGR CO
187THENGRCO

102 MAINT CO
RECRUIT/RET CMD

102 MAINT CO

105TH MPCO

COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
719 TRANSCO
827THENGR CO

COA 1-69TH INFANTRY
NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ

MARJORILOU DET 1CO C 342D

DEVITORONALDMICHAEL
DIAZADALGISA
DOANESHAUN MICHAEL
DORCEWILNER
DUBOVICINICHOLAS
EDSON JEFFREY MICHAEL
ESTEY KRYSTAL

FERNANDEZ ALWEN ENRIQUEJR

FIGUEROA HIRAMELIAS
FLEMINGBENJAMIN PARK
FLORESCARLOSMANUEL

FOGLIA DONALD JOSEPHJR

GABOTRAFAEL ALBERTO
GARCIA OSCARARMANDO

GAVILANESJORGEANTONIO

GENFI KOFI

GONZALEZMARTINANTONIOJR
GUTORSKIALEKSANDRA IRENE

HARRISALEX ULAND

HARVIN CINDY ANN

HASLEY JEREMY WAYNE
THOMAS

H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
DET 1HHC107TH SG

108 IN BN OLAASLT D CO
DET 1133RD MAINT CO
COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
DET 2CO B 638 SPT BN
1569TH TRANSCO
1569TH TRANSCO
108INBN 01 AASLT D CO
NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ
COD 1-105 INF

DET 1HHC107TH SG
BATTERY A 1-258THFA
14THFINANCEDET
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
442D MP CO

COC3-142D AVIATION
CO A 342D FWD SPT BN
102 MAINT CO

827TH ENGR CO

HHB 1-258TH FA

NMAURICECHARLES CO C 1-105 INF
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Celebrati ng 10 years of veterans' SErVICES, capt. John Insetta speaks Aug 5 with, from left,
Sgt. Luguan Bowens and Staff Sgt. Jackson Porter near the entrance to the Donald J. Mitchell Department of Veterans' Affairs
Outpatient clinic, Rome. The clinic serves as a satellite veterans' medical center for the Utica/Rome community and was opened
following the closure of Griffiss Air Force Base. Photo courtesy of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

HENRI SHAMIR

HERON MICHAEL KENNETH
HILLKEVINLLOYD
HOLLOWAY RICKY
HUNTERKIM LESTOR
HYDEUROY ANTHONY

CO C(-) 638 SPT BN
HHC27TH AREA SG
DET 1107THMPCO
187TH ENGR CO

442D MP CO
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY

JACKSON CLARENCE CHRISTOPHE102 MAINT CO

JACKSONDARRYL LEEJR
JOHNSON JEAN VERNON
JONESPAUL WARREN
KALVAITISAIDAS
KAPLUNVLADIMIR

KELLNERSHARONELIZABETH

KELLOGGCURTISLEONARD
KIGHTLINGERERICSTANLEY
KILIAN MICHAEL JOHN
KINGERIN BARRY

KNIGHT JEREMIAN CURTIS
KOVACSTHOMASDANIEL
LAISDOUGLASIAN
LAWRENCEROBERT LEE
LAZARUSELAINAMARIE
LESTERDAVIDMILES
LEWISSHAUNDA

LOMBARDIRYAN CHRISTOPHER

LUCIONIVEA
LUKASIK PAUL JAMES

MAGNORICHARD MANGANTI

MARTINERINKATHLEEN
MARTINEZ MARCOANTONIO

MCLAUGHLIN JASON MICHAEL

MENAELVISRAFAEL
MENENDEZ DIEGOENRIQUE
MOOREALISSA JOY
MUELLERJASON STEVEN
MURPHY JOHN CARL

HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
29TH PERSERV DET

CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
102 MAINT CO

HHD 342D FWD SPT BN
HHCAVN BDE 42IN DIV
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
105TH MP CO

CO B 1-108TH INF

105TH MP CO

108 IN BN 0L AASLT A CO
108 IN BN 02 AASLT HHC
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COC
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COA
CO C3-142D AVIATION
COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
642 CSBN HSC REAR
145THMAINTENANCE CO
1569TH TRANS CO

COB 3-142D AVIATION
COD 1-101ST CAVALRY
42HHCHVY DIV REAR
CO C 1-105 INF

HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

CO C 1-105 INF
1STBATTALION 142D AVI
DET 1HHC 27TH IN BDE
NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ

NOLASCOJOBANKA ALTAGRACIA DET 1HHC107TH SG

NUNEZ CESARDEJESUS
OCHOAEDGARYOVANI
OCQUEJENNIFERLEE
OLSON JASON MICHAEL
ONEAL JAMESALAN

ONEILL THERESECATHERINE

CO C 1-105 INF
HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
HHC (-) 27TH IN BDE

108 IN BN 02 AASLT COB
SERVICEBAT 1-258 FA
DET 1442 MP CO

PADDLEFORD JASON RAYMOND

PARKER JOSEPHROBERT
PEREZ NELSON
PIERRELOUISFRANTZY
PORTOJAMESPATRICK
POWELL PHILLIPA FRANCES
PRATT TODD EDWARD

PRESCOTT CHRISTOPHERJAMES

RAGHUNATH GOBINRAM
RAMOSEDWIN
RAMOSERICLEE
RAMOSMAHER

RASAQFEHINTOLA OLAYIWOLA

RAVANESFRANZ

REGISFERNANDOMACKNIGHT

RESTOSANDRA
RHONENORMAN
RIVERA JESUSMANUEL

ROBILLARD JOSEPH EDWARD |
ROBINSON THOMASWILLIAM

ROBLEDOJUSTINANTHONY

RODRIGUEZNICHOLASADAM

ROSEROBERTWALTER
SANDERSJORDY MICHAEL

H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COC
DET1COG 137THAVIA
HHC 642D MI BATTALION
HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

1569TH TRANS CO

108 IN BN 01 AASLT A CO
DET 1442 MP CO

COB 1-69TH INFANTRY
SERVICEBAT 1-258 FA
HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

HHD FWD 4 27TH FIN BN
SERVICEBAT 1-258 FA
CO C 1-69TH INF (M)

CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
CO C 1-105 INF

H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
101 ARTRPTRPE CAV

H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COB
CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
HHC 107TH SUPPORT GRP
DET 1 COA 152D ENG BN

SANTORUFODOMENICOCARMINE DET 1COA 204ENGR

SAVARESE JOHN JAMES
SCHUELERTIMOTHY JAMES
SEEGERBENJAMINDAVID

SKOMPINSKI SCOTT RAYMOND

SMITHANGELA DOLORES
SPENCEKENDRICMONTE
SPENCERCHRISTINEFLORA
STEPHENSJOSEPH
STEVENSJMMY FILS
STEVENSTREVORSAMUEL
STJOHNWILLIAM BRUCEJR
STOMM ADAM FRANKLIN
SULLIVANJACK ROBERT
SWANSON RICHARD GLENN
SWARTHOUT STEVENC

TADROSJOSEPH MOURAD IBRAHI

TAMBURELLOSTEVENR
TINKERDAVIDLEE

HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
CO C 3-142D AVIATION
187TH ENGR CO

105TH MP CO

CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
1STBATTALION 142D AVI
DET 1HHC 1-127TH ARM
COE1-69TH INFANTRY
COA(-) 427TH SPT BN
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COB
CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
TROOPE 101ST CAVALRY
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
CO C 1-69TH INF (M)
COA(-) 427TH SPT BN

TOSCANOAGEA KIWANDA
TUTTLEROBERTTYLER

VANWAGENEN DANIEL QUINN

VANNESSMICHELELEE

642MI BN HHC REAR

108 IN BN O1LAASLT D CO
108INBNO2AASLTCOC
1427THTRAN CO

VANSLUYTMANELVISRECARDO COE1-69TH INFANTRY
VANWHERVIN LEONARDOANTONIO 145TH MAINT CO

VAUGHNTYREELAWRENCE
VIA SAMUEL GRAYSONJR
WALLSBRYANLEE
WASHINGTON JUSTIN REUEL
WENZEL CANDICE SUE
WHIMPLEJOSHUA MICHAEL

WHITEMATTHEWMICHAEL JR
WHITEHURST SHAUNTOMMY

WILKIEHENRY ZAIDJR
WRAY JAMESTHOMAS
YATESJASONANTHONY
YOUSSEFMATTHEW

ZINKOVITCHJAMESFERDINAND

PRIVATEFIRST CLASS
ACOSTAPABLOJR
ADARVEJONATHAN
AGUAYZADIANAGABRIELA
ALLENLANCERUSSELL
ANDERSON DACIOH

ARNDT COREY LEEMARC
BADILLOROQUEEMANUEL
BAHRGEORGEFREDRICK IV
BARRETOJOEL
BARRETTWILLIAMPATRICK
BARTLETTKINGJERRY GENE
BATSONKEVINLAMONT
BAUTISTAJOSEALTAGRACIA
BAUTISTA LUISALEXANDER
BENBENEK GERALD JEFFREY
BIELSKIROBERT THOMAS
BOGARDUSSTEVENLYLE
BOHART BRIAN EUGENE
BOWIEBRYANKEITH
BRUSHBOBBY LEE
CAPTAINBRETTWINSTON
CEPEDA JUNIORLORENZO
CHRISTIAN CHRISTOPHER
COLESTEPHEN LEEMICHAEL
COLESANTIMICHAEL CARLO
COLLINSERINMARIE
COLON ERIK JOEL

COURTRIGHT CHANTEL MARIE

DALTON CHADADRIAN
DEKRAKERBRIDGETTELEE

DELATORRESCARLOSRANDU

442D MP CO

AV HHCDIV AV BDEREAR
222D M PCO

HHC 152D ENGINEER BN
105TH MP CO

COD 1-101ST CAVALRY
108 IN BN O1LAASLT D CO
102 MAINT CO

102 MAINT CO

187TH ENGR CO

CO C 1-105 INF

DET 1107THMPCO
107TH MPCO

HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
HHD 27TH FINANCE BN
642 CSBN CO B REAR
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
4TH PERSONNEL SVCDET
101 AR BN 01 CO D REAR
HHC 1-105TH INF

1108TH ORD CO EOD
1156TH ENG CO PO
HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COB
DET 1CO A 204 ENGR BN
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
COD 1-101ST CAVALRY
COB 152D ENGINEER BN
COB 152D ENGINEER BN
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COB
DET 1CO C 204TH EN BN
DET 1 HHC 1-108TH INF
1156TH ENG CO PO

108 IN BN 02 AASLT HHC
HHD 369TH CORPS SPT
DET 1CO C 342D

107TH MP CO
HHC642D MI BATTALION
COA(-) 427TH SPT BN
DET 1133RD MAINT CO
DET 1HHC 27TH IN BDE
DET 1COA 152D ENG BN
105TH MP CO

COD 1-101ST CAVALRY

DELOSREYESHANNIBAL ESTARDOHHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

DEYOGARY PAUL II
DOTSON RASHEEN DANYAA
FAHRENFELDKENNETHV JR

1569TH TRANSCO
DET 1133RD MAINT CO
COC1-127TH ARMOR

FINEOUT MATTHEW CHRISTOPHERCO B 342D FWD SPT BN

GADDISMELISSA AMANDA
GALL ORIN NKOSI JR
GAUTHIERJUSTINRYAN
GEIBKENNETHROBERT

GEORGITSOADAM THEODORE

GRADY SEANROBERT
GUERRAMARCOWILLIAM
HARRISON JESSICA RENE
HERVASLUISALFREDO
HOLGUINLINDSAY
HONEYWELL DAVID JEFFREY
HRITZMICHAEL JAMES
ILLESCASERICKSON

INGA JAVIERFERNANDO
JARRELL ANTON LACERE
JORGEHAYDEECELESTE
KELLY JONATHAN PAUL
KERINSPATRICK MAURICE
ID

466THMED COAREA SPT
7THFINANCEDET

108 INBN 02 AASLT COB
HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

COB 1-108TH INF

108 INBN OLAASLT A CO
1330D COMAINT REAR
1427TH TRAN CO

DET 1133RD MAINT CO
138THMPAD
COB1-101ST CAVALRY
107TH MP CO

145TH MAINTENANCE CO
CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN
1569TH TRANSCO

102 MAINT CO

HHC 1-101ST CAVALRY
CO C 1-105 INF

COC 1-127TH ARMOR
HHC 1-101ST CAVALRY
222D M PCO

COE 1-69TH INFANTRY



LARAWAY CHARLESASBURY
LAUERCONRADARTHUR
LEBRONELVISNICOLAS
LESLIESAMANTHA KADIAN
LIMPERT JOHN BENNETT JR
LLAUGERLORRAINE
LLOYDEDWARDJAMELL
LONGOCHRISTOPHERMICHAEL
LUNA GALOOSWALDO
MANNING JOSHUA WILLIAM
MARTIN JOSHUA MICHAEL
MASUD HASHIM RAHMAN
MCLEANJAMESMICKAEL
MEDINA JONATHAN
MENENDEZ CHARLESBRYAN
MILESCHADMARSHALL
MILLERKENNETHALLEN
MONTGOMERY ANGELA MARIE
MOSSTHOMASROBERT JR
MUNIZLORENZO

1108TH ORD CO EOD
108 IN BN 0LAASLT A CO
CO C 1-105 INF

206 CSHHD CSB REAR
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
102 MAINT CO

719 TRANS CO

COA 1-101ST CAVALRY
145 OD CO MAINT DS

COB 1-127TH ARMOR

CO D 1-105 INF
42HHCHVY DIV REAR
HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

COB 1-108TH INF
COE1-69TH INFANTRY
222D M PCO

COC 3-142D AVIATION
CO C(-) 342D FWD SPT BN
HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
14TH FINANCE DET

MURRAY CHRISTOPHERANTHONY HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

NADEAUTRAVISDOUGLAS
NAVARRONADINEERICA
NEARERICMICHAEL
NEATONFELICIA LEIGH
NEMIREMICHAEL ANTHONY JR
NUNESMARCOANDRE
OVERBY CRY STAL DENISE
PALMATEERMARK CHARLES
PARKERJOHNWALTER
PECHLERTHOMASGERALD
PENAJILLIANELAINE

PEREZ DERRICK ANTHONY
RAAB JONATHAN PAUL
RIEGGERWILLIAM JOHNJR
RITTERJAMESMICHAEL
RIVERA MALDONADORICARDO

108 INBN 02 AASLT COB
AV HHCDIV AV BDEREAR
DET 1HHC 1-127TH ARM
4TH PERSONNEL SVCDET
108 IN BN 01 AASLT D CO
101 AR BN 01 DET 1 HHC
HHC 152D ENGINEER BN
108 IN BN 02 AASLT COA
DET 1COA 152D ENG BN
TROOPE 101ST CAVALRY
102 MAINT CO

DET 1HHC 107TH SG

108 IN BN 01 AASLT A CO
CO C 1-69TH INF (M)

H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
COA 1-127TH ARMOR

RIVERAMALDONADOTEDDY OMAR CO A 1-69TH INF

ROSA IGNACIO JOSE
ROSSLARRY CASEY

ROSSETTI DOUGLASJOHN
SACCOSAMUEL I

SMART STEPHANIEANN
SMARTWILLIAM WADSWORTH
SPARKSCARRIEREASHELL
SPERRY BRANDON JAMES
STANN THOMASJOSHUA
STEWARTTIMOTHY CALEB
STJUSTERICHARD PIERRE
STUBBINGSBRADLEY KINGSLEY
THOMASNICKIEDALE
VANVOLKENBURGMARKALLEN
VARAYONSETHTEE
VISCEGLIAVINCENT JOHN
VOSBURGH SIMON DOUGLASIII
WALLINGJUSTINADAM
WALSHJAMESLEE
WARRCHRISTOPHERMICHAEL
WATSONMARLANA STARR
WEIGAND LAURANCEALAN
WHITEHEAD UNDRAY RAZZY
WILEY JAMIE
WILLIAMSMATTHEW JOHN
WOODBURNBRYANDAVID
WOODRUFFZAKARY IZAK
ZAJACGEOFFREY GERALD
ZHAORICHARD FOLGER

PRIVATE2
ACEVEDOEMMANUEL ANTONIO
BADMAN STEPHEN CHARLES
BAEZEFRAIMJR
BARROWSJASON SCOTT
BAUTISTA ERICK PAUL
BERRIOSMARLONBRANDO
BLOISERICHARDALAN
BOCA EUGEN OCTAVIAN
BROWN RUSSELL JEROME
BROWNINGROGERCRAIGJR

CO C3-142D AVIATION
HHC 3RD BDE 42ND ID (M)
HHC1-101ST CAVALRY
DET 1COG 137THAVIA
2427TH TRANSCO

DET 1 COA 152D ENG BN
427THMAINTENANCE CO
HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
COA(-) 427TH SPT BN
HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

DET 1HHC 107TH SG

COB 1-127TH ARMOR
COD 1-105 INF

CO C 1-69TH INF (M)

CO B 1-108TH INF

COB 1-127TH ARMOR

108 IN BN 02 AASLT COB
DET 1COG 137THAVIA

H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
CO C (-) 1-108TH INF

HHD 342D FWD SPT BN
CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
427THMAINTENANCE CO
CO C 152D ENGINEER BN
DET 1 COA 152D ENG BN
HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
37THFINANCEDET

CO A 342D FWD SPT BN
2427TH TRANSCO

CO C 1-69TH INF (M)
COD 1-127TH ARMOR
COA 1-101ST CAVALRY
1569TH TRANS CO

COA 1-101ST CAVALRY
102 MAINT CO

CO C 1-69TH INF (M)

COB 152D ENGINEER BN

On aride of alifetime, Lt col. Jose . Obregon, operates an ATV in July while serving as the 42 Infantry Division,
1st Battalion, 258" Field Artillery Regiment executive officer at Forward Operating Base Summerall, Irag, for Operation Iraqgi
Freedom. Obregon was about to retire after 24 years of military service when the 42" Infantry Division got the call-up for
Operation Iraqgi Freedom I11. He asked if he could mobilize with the division. Photo by Chief Warrant Officer 2 Stephen F. Breen.
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Minekill Community
scores with GuardHELP

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

MINEKILL STATE PARK,Blenheim
—On ahillside overlooking New York’s
Schoharie valley, olive-colored Army
construction equi pment groaned amidst
brown wafts of dusty afternoon air as
engineers leveled several piles of dark
dirt. They worked steadily and with
purpose. If bags of awaiting grass seed
took root before the first frost, valley
residents would have a new soccer field
to play oninthe coming year.

Soldiers from the 204" Engineer
Battalion, New Y ork Army National
Guard, placed the finishing touchesto a
GuardHEL P project, here, July 29 for
Minekill State Park and its surrounding
community.

More than 75 Soldiers worked on the
project, using their annual training, since
breaking ground in 2003. They operated
thebattalion’ sheavy construction
equipment, including bulldozers,
graders, and dump trucks and worked
with thelocal community to fulfill the
GuardHEL Prequest.

“Hopefully, next fall, we will kick the
first [soccer] ball,” David Ranieri, area
soccer club director, said. Ranieri’s
soccer club offers camps and clinics for
more than 1,000 area children and runs
an adult league for men and women ages
17 and older. He said the Minekill
community, whichincludes Schoharie,
Delaware, Ostego and Green Counties,
outgrew the park’s single soccer field.
The club organized along with the Parks
Department and the Power Authority to
request NY ARNG’ sknowledge, skill
and equipment through GuardHEL P.

“1 heard from people who had used it
before,” Ranieri said. “It's good for all
parties involved.”

Now, a new soccer field lays parallel
to the park’ s main entrance, and it
overlooks the overcrowded soccer field,
which was constructed more than 20
years ago.

“Soccer, here, isbig,” Sgt. Adam
Gregrow, surveyor, said. “It'sa
rewarding project, and it’s good for this
community.” Gregrow added that the
battalionisassigned GuardHEL P
projectsregularly.

“These [GuardHEL P] projects provide
valuable crosstraining,” 2" Lt. Thomas
Rome, officer in charge, said. “And
crosstraining isakey for [successful]
engineers.” Rome said thisincludes
electricians working as plumbers,
plumbersoperating heavy equipment and

A stone inscribed with the 204" engineer’s logo
rests at the new Minekill State Park soccer field.

“These [GuardHELP]
projects provide valuable
cross training.”

—2" Lt. ThomasRome
204th Engineer officer incharge

vice versa, which allows the battalion
to continue projects when experienced
Soldiers are deployed.

Rome accounted for abulldozer
pushing alarge mound of dirt down a
ditch. The operator — Pvt. Joseph M.
Matteson — recently returned from the
Army’ sengineer school at Fort Leonard
Wood, Texas.

“Private Matteson’ s agood exampl e of
thetraining GuardHEL P provides
[Soldiers],” Rome said. Matteson is
training as aheavy construction
equipment operator. “He received some
[training] time on heavy [construction]
equipment at school, but thisiswhere he
really usesit,” Rome said.

The engineers started their heavy
equipment work in 2003 by leveling the
site. They erected adrainage systemin
2004, which they backfilled with soil
thissummer.

Onthisday, the engineershad an
experienced heavy equipment operator
on hand: Sgt. Patrick E. McCarthy.
McCarthy, whorecently returned from
Operation Iragi Freedom Il and worked
similar community construction projects
there, provided the final sweeps of
topsoil across the bare field, with a
grader, before grass seed was spread.

“It’s not the worst place to be for
annual training,” Rome said, referring to

Sgt. Patrick McCarthy levels a final coat of topsoil
with a grader. Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.

the park’s scenic overlook of the valley
including the Schoharie Creek below.

“We will place a stone [inscribed with
the battalion’s logo] when we leave,”
Gregrow said. The stone will be the
only sign that the New Y ork National
Guard trained here.

“We wouldn't have been able to do
thiswithout them,” Ranieri said. He
added that the park plansto construct
restrooms and a pavilion for the site.
When thefield isready for the first
soccer ball kick, Ranieri plansto hold
an exhibition game, which might match
the GuardHEL P engineersagainst the
project’s other organizers. “That would
befun,” hesaid. O

Sgt. Adam Gregrow, right, and Pvt. Joseph M. Matteson discuss the morning’s work at Minekill State Park Jul. 29 during GuardHELP’s Minekill Soccer Field
project. Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
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CASTIGLIA,DAVIDP
CHRISTINA,ESTEBAN
CONTI,CHADE
DAPARMA,ANDREM
DOMAGALA,MICHAEL B
DUFFY,CHRISTOPHERS
HARRINGTON,BRYANK JR
HOLTON,ANDREW L
HUDSON, TIME
JACK,MICHAEL J
LEINEN, SCOTTV
MARTIN,MICHELEA
MCILWAINE, JOHN P
MERCENDETTI,ANDRE
MICHAUD, DEREK J
PURDY,HOLLY A
RAVESI, JOSEPHM
REED, CHRISTOPHERL
STORMS, GORDON A JR
TRAXLER,MARKM
VLACICH,JAMESJ

STAFFSERGEANT
ANDREU, JOSEALBERTO
BARNETT,RYANH
BELKIN,MARCJ
BIERBOWER,JUSTINTHAYER
BOLOGNANI, JOSHUA J
BOVENZI,LYDIAE
BURKE, JEFFREY P
CHARLES,ERICA
COLBERG, THERESAA
DIAZ,JOSEPHA
DICKSON, MICHAEL J
DURYEE,DEVINJ
ERICKSON, MARK C
FULLAM,JOSEPHR
GASPERETTI,WILLIAMJ
HOLZAPFEL,ERINM
KAMBURELIS,KRISTOFERM
KAYLOR,KEVINM
KENNEY, SHAWNA M
KUMAR,KAUSHAL
LOMEDICO, GREGORY V
MALCOLM, JAMESS
MALER, TERRY R

139 AIRLIFT SQ

136 AIRREFUELING SQ

107 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
174 COMMUNICATIONS FT
139AIRLIFT SQ

105AERIAL PORT SQ

107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

174 SECURITY FORCES SQ
107LOGISTICSREADINESSQ
174CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174AMAINTENANCE GP
105AERIAL PORT SQ
137AIRLIFT SQ

136 AIRREFUELING SQ
1740OPERATIONSSUPPORT FT
1740PERATIONSSUPPORT FT
105 MAINTENANCE SQ
105MEDICAL GP

105 MAINTENANCE SQ

107 MAINTENANCE SQ

107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

107 MAINTENANCE SQ

106 MAINTENANCE SQ

105 MAINTENANCE SQ

106 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
106 MAINTENANCE SQ
105CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
107 MAINTENANCE OPS FT
137 AIRLIFT SQ
105AERIAL PORT SQ
105MEDICAL GP

106 SERVICESFT

174 COMMUNICATIONS FT
106 MAINTENANCE SQ

106 MEDICAL GP

106 SERVICESFT

105CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
105MEDICAL GP

109 MAINTENANCE SQ
174 COMMUNICATIONS FT
NORTHEAST AIRDEFSQ
105AERIAL PORT SQ
NORTHEAST AIRDEFSQ
107 MAINTENANCE OPSFT
106 SECURITY FORCESSQ

makers , or race takers, New York Air National Guard North East Air Defense Sector Airmen
ce, Utica, for their 10th year.The NEADS team ranked 5th in the Coed-small Team category. Their top
. Tyrone Melton - 606th overall - ran in 1:04:20, and with the help of the next two fastest runners -

r Sgt. Patty Crane - the team's avera

. Photo courtesy of NEADS.

MAY,DAVIDJ
MCCRARY,CHRISTOPHERD
MCNAIR, TARAY
MUNOZ, KARINA A
RADLEY,FREDERICK W
REITER,EDWARD J
SANDERS,KEVINR
SEXTON, JOSEPH O
STEWART,AMIEJ
TAVAREZ,JOSELITO
TUTTLE,RICHARDT
VANDERBILT,CHARLES
WEAVER,DAVIDP
WEIS, SCOTT G

WHITE, OWEN F
YOUSEY,NOAHC

SENIOR AIRMAN
AMEDURE, STEPHENP
BAUER, COURTNEY C
BEGIN,MATTHEW JAMES
BLAKE, THOMAS
BULGER,SHAWNJ

COLE, CURTISFRANKLIN
ENDERLE, CHRISTOPHERE
FOX,MICHELLER
GALLARDO,DIEGOR
GODFREY, JUSTIN DANIEL
HAND, STEPHEN M

HAND, TIMOTHY J
KRANZE, DEREK NORMAN
MAGUIRE, THOMASM
ROTH, JOHN E
SHEPHARD,KATHLEENR
SHIELDS, COREY B
STAHLHUT,MICHAEL T
WARD,ARNOLDJ
WATLING,ANDREWW
WINNIE,MATTHEWL
WINTERSTEEN, ERICD
WITBECK, TRAVISJR
ZIELAZNY,BRANDONJ

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS
ALEXANDER, SOPHIA L
BARCOMB,ANJULIS
BARSCHOW, STEPHEN JR
BLOMBERG, JAMESD
CARLEY,JOSHUAT
CLANCY,MATTHEWP
CRISALLI,MICHAEL J
CUTTER,DEREK S
DAMSKY,DEANEH
DIAZ,JASON M
DIXSON, STEVEN P
DURYEE,DARRENP
FONSECA, ANTONIO JR
HIGGINS, MATTHEW J
IGNECIA,MICHAEL S
MATTHEWS, CHRISTOPHER
MATTHEWS, JONATHANB
MILLER,MICHAEL P
MINER,PETERC
NAGLE, RODRIGOE
PALMATIER,COREY J
PERSONS, NICHOLASW
PFEIFER,CYDNEY E
PICCOLO, ROCCO Il
PYLINSKI,BRENTONT
RISING, ERICD
RODRIGUEZ, YAMAYRA
ROSE, JAUMARROS
ROTH,DANIEL V
WALKER,NICHOLASJ
WIGHTMAN, BRENTA

AIRMAN

CEA

<0

174 MAINTENANCE SQ
109CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
105 MAINTENANCE SQ
102 RESCUE SQ

107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
102 RESCUE SQ

174 SERVICESFT

102 RESCUE SQ
105AERIAL PORT SQ
105AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
105CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
105 SECURITY FORCESSQ
174 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
107 MAINTENANCE SQ
105AERIAL PORT SQ

174 COMMUNICATIONS FT

109 STUDENTFT

107 MAINTENANCE SQ

109 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
174 SECURITY FORCESSQ
174STUDENTFT
174LOGISTICSREADINESSQ
107 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
107LOGISTICSREADINESSQ
105LOGISTICSREADINESSQ
174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

105 MAINTENANCE SQ
174LOGISTICSREADINESSQ
105AERIAL PORT SQ

174 MAINTENANCE SQ

106 SECURITY FORCESSQ
139AIRLIFT SQ

106 STUDENT FT
105LOGISTICSREADINESSQ
174 SECURITY FORCES SQ
174 SECURITY FORCES SQ
174MAINTENANCE SQ

109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

102 RESCUE SQ

174STUDENTFT
109STUDENTFT
105STUDENT FT
174STUDENTFT
174STUDENTFT
109STUDENTFT
109 STUDENTFT
107 STUDENTFT
174STUDENT FT
106 STUDENTFT
105CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
106 STUDENT FT
106 MISSION SUPPORT FT
107 STUDENTFT
109 STUDENTFT
105STUDENTFT
107 STUDENTFT
109STUDENTFT
174STUDENT FT
105STUDENTFT
109 STUDENTFT
109STUDENTFT
107 STUDENTFT
106 STUDENT FT
174STUDENTFT
109STUDENTFT
109 STUDENTFT
105STUDENTFT
109 STUDENT FT
109STUDENTFT
174STUDENTFT

174FIGHTERWG

107 STUDENTFT
109STUDENTFT
107 STUDENTFT
107 STUDENTFT
107 STUDENTFT
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NYNM Marine provides Guiding Hand in Difficult Times

By Sgt. Stephen M. DeBoard
I Marine Expeditionary Force

MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. —
Marines and Sailors challenged with serious, long-term
injury often face an uphill climb toward resuming alife of
normalcy.

Supporting these wounded warriorsis New Y ork Naval
MilitiaMarineMaj. Daniel L. Hooker, aMarine Reservist
assigned asofficer-in-chargeof thel | Marine Expeditionary
Forcelnjured Support Unit. TheMarinesand Sailorson his
team are responsible for assuring that injured service
members and their families have a guiding hand from the
Marine Corpsto assist them through the rehabilitation and
transition process, whether t--hat transitionistoamedically-
retired status or back to active duty after a period of
recovery.

Theunitisanew one, Hooker said, having beenestablished
using the model of the Marine For Life Injured Support
program.

Lt. Gen. James F. Amos, commanding general, || MEF,
contacted Hooker in April after writingtherough outlineof
his plan, Hooker said.

“[Amos] was concerned about Marines who both were
wounded and those who had recently been medically

discharged. He wanted to make sure in addition to the
excellent carethey werereceiving fromthe Navy, if at any
point duringtheir recovery therewasanything they needed,
or they should wind up being medically discharged, he
wanted to makesurethey had asmoothtransitiontocivilian
life,” Hooker said.

Themainidea, Hooker said, isto make sure Marines and
Sailorswho comeinto contact with thel SU understand that
theMarine Corpshasnot forgotten about them.

“If [the injured] want any help, whether it's adjustment
matters, seeking employment, help with education or help
with any governmental or military bureaucracy, there are
Marinesthere to help them,” Hooker said.

Thel SU guidesMarines, sailorsandtheir familiesthrough
theveterans’ health care system, regardless of the scope or
nature of their problem. The team does this by asking the
injured a series of questions designed to gauge the service
member’ ssatisfactionwiththetransition processandidentify
any problemshe may behaving.

“Of thewidevariety of situationswe encounter, someare
simple and technical ... others may require significantly
moreinvolvement, whether withthe[ Department of V eterans’
Affairg] or other entities. It's sort of a situation where the
Marines responses will tell us about their successful
adjustment to civilianlife or lack thereof,” Hooker said. [J

Maj. Daniel L. Hooker visits with a wounded Marine.
Photo by Sgt. Stephen M. DeBoard.

Negative effects of
smoking not
deterring
Servicemembers

By Samanthal. Quigley
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON-Thelung cancer death of
broadcasting legend Peter Jennings, an
admittedlongtimesmoker, hasagainbrought
smoking and its dangers to the forefront of
public consciousness.

Whileanestimated 25 percent of Americans
smoke, the military’s numbers hover at 34
percent, according to Col. Gerald Wayne
Talcott withthe Air Force Medical Support
Agency, FallsChurch, Va. That' sanincrease
of four percent for the military since 2002.

“Wedohaveahigher prevalenceof smoking
for our youngest people in the military,”
Talcott said. “Now, if you look at officers,
that’s not the case. But for our youngest
members, that’s our E-1sthrough E-4s, ...
the overall prevalence is alittle bit higher
thanthenational average.”

“It's a good suspicion” that the war is a
factorintheincreaseof military smokers, he
added.

Servicemembers who smoke often claim
it'sastressreliever. Talcott said that might
betrue, but only for peoplewho aready are
addicted. Beforeaddiction occurs, smoking
actually increases stress on the body, he
explained.

Smokers may seetheir habit asapersonal
risk, but it affects force readiness, Talcott
said. Even among smokers who have no

ongoing diseases related to smoking, it
impairs night vision, weakens the immune
system and can lengthen healing time.
Smokersal somay havemorefrequent upper-
respiratory ailments.

Tobacco use aso affects families, the
colonel said.

“Wehavealot of young peoplethat arejust
starting families,” Talcott said. “It has an
impact on those young children as well. If
you' re smoking around them, their risk for
upper respiratory infectionsgoesupaswell.”

Smoking is a deceptive risk for younger
people, sincethey don’t necessarily feel the
immediate ramifications. But, if a smoker
quits, as more than 50 percent of Defense
Department personnel who smoke have
expressed a desire to do, there are benefits
to be reaped.

“Your body has a very recuperative
ability,” Talcottsaid. “Within10to 15years
your risk for cancer, if youquit early enough,
...istheamost the same asanonsmokers.”

Servicemembershavemultipleexcusesfor
not quitting. The fear of failure or afailed
firstattempt often keepssmokersfromtrying
to quit again, Talcott said.

“What we know is that it seems like the
morepeopletry toquit, themorelikely they
areto quit successfully.”

Help is available for those who wish to
quit but think they need help. DoD offers
smoking cessation classes in nearly all
medical treatment facilities, and nicotine-
replacement therapies are available.

The Tricare Web site, www.
tricare.osd.mil, also offers information on
why kicking the habit isagood idea.

The military also is working to make
smoking less attractive by hitting
servicemembers who smoke in the wallet.

The Army and Air Force Exchange Service
isrestricted todiscounting tobacco products
no more than 5 percent below what they
would cost outside a military installation.
Thisisachange from deeper discountsthat
were once offered, officials said. [J

Soldier faces Article
32 Hearing on
Murder Charges

By American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — An Article 32 hearing
for a soldier charged in the deaths of two
Task ForceLiberty officersbegan Sept. 19,
Multinational Forcelraqofficia sannounced.

Staff Sgt. AlbertoB. Martinez, 37, formerly
of Headquarters Company, 42nd Infantry
Division(Mechanized), ischargedwithtwo
specifications of premeditated murder,
violations of Article 118 of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice. An Article 32
hearing isthe equivalent of acivilian grand
jury hearing. Chargeswerepreferred against
Martinez, asupply specidist, June15inthe
deaths of the two officers.

Officials said Capt. Phillip T. Esposito
and 1st Lt. Louis E. Allen died June 7 of
woundssufferedinwhat wasinitially thought
to be an enemy attack. The officers died at
Forward Operating BaseDanger near Tikrit,
Irag. Both were assigned to the accused
Soldier’sNew York Army National Guard
unit. Espositowasthecompany commander
and Allen served as a company operations
officer. Martinezwasin pretrial confinement
at amilitary facility in Kuwait. O

Operation Echo Taps
hits the Right Note

By NYG Sgt. Dave Konig
New York Guard

EL MIRA —Operation Echo Tapsinvolved
more than 800 buglers from 30 states who
consecutively played the 24-note song
“Taps’ starting at the Woodlawn National
Cemetery, here, and ending at the Bath
National Cemetery nearly 40 milesaway. It
took nearly three hours to complete the
musical succession.

TheNew Y ork Guard 56th Brigade' sannual
trainingwasanambitiouslogistical exercise,
here, May 21 on Armed Forces Day.

The NYG brigade helped coordinate
hundreds of volunteersfor Operation Echo
Taps.

Theoperation required extensiveplanning
andNY G noncommissioned officershel ped.

NYG Sgt. 1st Class Mark Copeletti
supervised 18 NYG volunteers. He also
manned radiooperations, under thedirection
of NYG Chief Warrant Officer 2 Patrick
Guthoff, whoacted asliaisonwiththeHAM
radio operators hel ping with the operation.

New Y ork Guard members spent several
dayslaying out markersalongtheir assigned
21-mile section of the musical route. They
flagged locations for bus stops and
chaperones for the buglers and briefed bus
captains.

“We had to learn the sections inside and
out, which included terrain, exposures,
latrine locations, bus parking and support
logistics,” NY G Staff Sgt. Paul White said.
“1 knew the route, the plan and had radio
capabilities.” O



MPs, Troop Command
Soldiers train in Brasilia

By 2 Lt. Amy Fires
Guard Times Staff

BRASILIA, Brazil —Intheheart of South America, a
group of New Y ork Army National Guard Soldiers
worked through a conflict: two countries, Boriaand
Rogan, were at odds with each other. Thankfully, they
were not alone. The Guardsmen were joined by a United
Nations group summoned hereto prevent awar. By freak
coincidence, though, hurricanesand earthquakeswere
pulverizing the countryside whilearmed citizens brought
firefightsto Boria, forcing them to work unforeseen
stability issues.

Nearly 15 Soldiersfrom NYARNG’s 104" Military
Police Battalion wereinvited to train here by U.S. Army
South at the 11" Annual Peacekeeping Operations South
training exercise.

The Soldiersused their annual training to honetheir
military police skills— they acted as “ scenario-
advancement” Soldiers. Fromthe NYARNG’ s53 Troop
Command, nearly 20 Soldiers were additionally invited to
act as“ Pucksters’, or scenario-movers, for the July 18
event. The event encompassed amix of more than 400
military and civilian participants from 16 countries.

The Troop Command “pucksters’ were assigned to
different country representatives and acted aslinks
between each country’ scommandersand thelocation
where they wanted forces moved. The MPs operated as a
battalion cell with eight companiesincluding a port
security unit. The unit reacted to civil unrest, set up
checkpointsal ong the bordersand countered insurgent
wrongdoing.

“In addition, the MPs helped establish and train local
Borian law enforcement personnel to produce a
sustainableforce,” Capt. Fred McCoy, Assistant
Operations Officer for Headquarters, 104MP, said. “The
training was excellent and beneficial.”

Theannual event isconsidered the largest peacekeeping
operationstraining exercisein Latin America. Thisyear
the Brazilian army hosted the event.

“Thiswill lead to an exceptional training event for
everyone,” Mgj. Gen. John G. Gardner, U.S. Army South
Commanding General said during theopening ceremony.
TheU.S. Army South multinational exercisebringsthe UN
together with Latin American nationsto plan and execute
thecomputer-simul ated peacekeeping operation. United
States Southern Command, the parent commandto
USARSO, started sponsoring simul ated peacekeeping
operationsin 1995. The goals and objectives have

Lt. Col. Rosa Latorre-Gross, right, in Brazil .

evolved along with UN peacekeeping operations.

“Thereisawealth of talent and experience here for the
exercise. Wewill take advantage of thistalent and
experience, which will help to examine the complex
military, political, social, cultural, and economic
challenges associated with 21% century UN peacekeeping
operations,” Gardner said.

During the exercise various multinational actions hel ped
simulate a plethora of peacekeeping challenges. The PKO
scenario used realistic UN Security Council Resolutions
applied to afictitious country. Each morning began with a
briefing, which included the daily notesand themorning
news coverage on the Boriasituation. The primary goals
were to share experiences and to review the challenges
involved in PKOs as well as increase the readiness of
those who may participatein future UN peacekeeping
missions— 12 Latin American countries participatein 16
of the UN’s 18 real-world peacekeeping operations.

“With abeautiful backdrop such asBrasilia, Brazil,
we've been able to work closely with these Latin
American countriesand help one another learn,” Sgt.
CynthiaCruz-Ramos, 53TC, said. Peacekeeping
Operations exercises and seminars seek theintegration
and cooperation of the armed forceswith humanitarian
assistanceorganizations.

“Overall, thetraining wastremendous. The opportunity
to see how people from different countries act, react, and
deploy themselveswas very interesting and hel pful for
future operations,” said 2" L t. John Fitzpatrick, Platoon
Leader, 104MP. Thework with foreign militaries, UN,
government and non-governmental agenciesexposes
personnel to operating in multinational exercises. [

Ajoint task force attends a battle update brief at the Peacekeeping Operations South training exercise . Photo by 2nd Lt. Amy Fires.




