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Soldiers from the New York Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry render honors during the
playing of the National Anthem. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)

Homecoming Ceremony Held for Valiant
Guard Infantry Battalion at Fort Drum

FORT DRUM

ByLt.Coal.Paul Fanning
Guard Times Staff

Thousandsof military family membersjammed Fort Drum’ sMagrath Gymnasium
on the day after New Y ear’ s to welcome their heroes home — more than 700
membersof theNew Y ork Army National Guard’ s2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry
and its attached supporting units, Jan. 2.

“Task Force Hunter” had returned to the post from where they had |eft more
than 10 months ago for Operation Iragi Freedom, to begin out-processing from
activeduty. Nearly 2,000 cheering family members, relatives and friendswith
banners, signs, ribbons and balloons were on hand. The Sunday evening
ceremony saw arecord turnout of news organizations from across the state.

TheAdjutant General of New Y ork, Mgj. Gen. ThomasP. Maguire, Jr. formally
received the unit — the symbolic return to state control of afederally activated
Guard unit and during his remarks, praised the Soldiers for their service and
professionalism. Hewent onto praisefamily membersand friendsand the Fort
Drum Garrison for the support that was rendered throughout the mobilization
period. Inclosing, General Maguirecalled forward Camden Russell, age 3, who
was dressed in his own desert battle dress uniform, and reunited him with his
father, Spc. Alan Russell, before the cheering and delighted crowd.

Federally activated for Operation Iragi Freedom Il on Oct. 1, 2003, the 2nd
Battalion, 108th Infantry isthefirst N.Y. National Guard infantry organization
ordered to federal active duty for wartime service since World War I1.

History-Making NY National Guard Unit

The 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry isone of three infantry battalions assigned
tothe27th Separatel nfantry Brigade (Enhanced) of theNew Y ork Army National
Guard. Sincetheterrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 and the War on Terror was
launched, these infantry units have been heavily used in either state or federal
activeduty for Homeland Defenseinsidethestateof New Y ork, including service
at Ground Zero, airport security and protecting New York’s nuclear power
facilities.

Story continued on page 2




Homecoming,
continued from cover page

In the summer of 2003, the Pentagon
activated several Army National Guard
enhanced brigade combat units for
Operation Iragi Freedom || and an infantry
battalionfromN.Y .’ s27th Brigadewascalled

“The 2" Battalion, 108" Infantry
has proven that reserve
component units can not only
do the mission, but...can be
among the best in the Army.”

—Maj. Gen. John Batiste,
Commanding General, 1stInfantry
Division

up. The2nd Battalion, 108thwasidentified
since the 105th Infantry had already begun
Army scheduled reorganization and many
soldiersof the 1st Battalion, 108th Infantry
werea ready onfederal activeduty protecting
military air basesinsideNew Y ork State. The
planned conversion of the 2nd Battalion
was to come after the other two units had
completedtheir conversion, so, at thetimeof

thecall up, itsmembership wasintact.

Thereadinesslevelsof infantry soldiersin
all three battalions and the chance to serve
inacombat assignment drew many additional
volunteersfrom the 105th Infantry and also
fromthe 1st Battalion, 108th Infantry. Asa
result the2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry was
comprised of some of the best, most ready
and highly motivated infantry Soldiers of
the elite 27th Brigade and the New Y ork
Army National Guard. The 2nd Battalion,
108th Infantry comes from the following
communities:

Headquartersand HeadquartersCompany
—UticaArmory

(Reinforcedwith Soldiersfromtheformer
HeadquartersCompany, 1st Battalion, 105th
Infantry, Schenectady)

Company A — Leeds, Camp Smith in
Cortlandt Manor

(Reformed primarily with soldiers from
CompaniesA, B and C of the 1st Battalion,
105th Infantry fromNew Y ork City, Camps
Smith and L eeds)

Company B—Morrisonville(Plattsburgh),
Saranac Lake, Whitehall, with former
detachments in Malone and Ogdensburg
(Comprised mostly of original Company B
membersof the2nd Battalion 108thInfantry)

Company C—Gloversville, GlensFalls

(Comprisedof origina Company Cmembers
from SaratogaSprings, whichtransferredto

Family members cheer for 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry Division Soldiers at the Magrath Gymnasium,
Fort Drum, during the homecoming ceremony Dec. 2. (Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)

theGlensFallsarmory. Some Soldiersfrom
theNew Y ork City-based companiesof the
1st Battalion, 105th Infantry were also
transferred into this unit.)

Company D—Rome (Mostly original 2nd
Battalion soldiers from this armory,
reinforced with selected soldiers from the
1st Battalion, 108th Infantry, Syracuse and
Oswego, and former members of Company
D, 1st Battalion, 105th Infantry, Troy)

For the deployment, additional support
elements were added to the battalion task
forcefrom other 27th Brigade units. These
included:

Medics—From Company C, 427th Support
Battalion, GlensFalls.

Engineer Platoon—Fromthe827th Engineer
Company fromthe Connecticut St. Armory,
Buffao.

Artillery Forward Observers (known as
the Fire Support Team or FIST) — From
Headquarters and Service Battery 1st
Battalion, 156th Field Artillery, Kingston
and Rochester.

The combined task force strength for the
deployment was 760 troops.

Combat Assignment and
Preparations

The battalion was activated at the same
time as the North Carolina 30th Separate
Mechanized Infantry Brigade (Enhanced).
Thelight infantry structure of New York’s
2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry contributedto
its selection by Army Forces Command as
reinforcing element to the 30th Brigade.

Prior to deployment, the Army informed

Soldiers await reunion with family. (Photo by
Spc. Dennis Gravelle)

the2ndBattalionthat, athoughitwastraining
at the same time as the 30th Brigade and
would moveintothelragi theater alongwith
the 30th, it would actually be operating
separately fromthebrigadethroughout most
of itsmission. The 30th performed most of
itstrainingat Fort Bragg, N.C., whilethe2nd
Battalion, 108thInfantry trained at Fort Drum.

The2ndBattalion, 108th Infantry linked up
withthe30th Brigadefor amajor exerciseat
theArmy’ sJoint Readiness Training Center
atFortPolk, La.,inJanuary 2004. Ironically,
the2nd Battalion completed arotationat the
JRTCin2001aongwiththeentireN.Y. 27th
Brigade. ThesetroopsreturnedtoN.Y . just
three weeks prior to the terrorist attacksin
New Y ork City and Washingtonon Sept. 11,



Family members personalize a welcome home sign for Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry.
(Photo by Spc. Dennis Gravelle)

Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. Thomas P. Maguire, Jr., holds Camden Russell, son of Spc. Alan
Russell, before reuniting them. (Photo by Spc. Dennis Gravelle)

Inthewakeof 9-11 serviceandin between
state and federal missions, 27th Brigade
infantry troops, including the presently
assigned membersof the2nd Battalion, 108th
Infantry participated in anumber of intense
infantry-related exercises at home and
overseasin 2002 and 2003. Theseincluded
small unitexchangetraining programs, urban
warfareexercisesin Germany, England and
at various other sites.

Following months of training, a send off
ceremony for the battalion was held last
February at Fort Drum. Eleven membersof
Company A took theoath of U.S. citizenship
at a departure ceremony in the MaGrath
Gym. Sadly one of these Soldiers, Spc.
SegunAkintade, animmigrantfromNigeria,
waslost on Oct. 28, 2004.

Service in Iraq

The2ndBattalion, 108th Infantry deployed
tolraginFebruary 2003 and wasassignedto
theU.S. Army’ sFirst Infantry Division, “the
Big Red One.” The various subordinate
infantry companies were given separate
assignmentsand performedavariety of other
missions with Big Red One units. These
included area security, patrols, raids and
offensive operations.

In addition, Task Force Hunter captured
numerousweaponscaches, hel pedtrainnew
Iragi National Guard members, provided
medical, logistical and civil support to Iragi
villages, schools, mosgues and families,
recovered Thomas Hamill, a Mississippi
truck driver who had been kidnapped last
spring by insurgents, and helped recapture
Samarrain September frominsurgent forces
duringjoint U.S. and Iraqi operations.

During the homecoming ceremony, the
battalion adjutant read the text of a quote
provided from the commanding general of
the First Infantry Division, in responseto a
question from the Secretary of the Army

Lt. Col. Mark Warnecke, Commander, Task
Force Hunter, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry.
(Photo by Spc. Dennis Gravelle)

regarding the ongoing role of reserve
component units. Maj. Gen. John Batiste
said, “ The2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry has
proven that reserve component units can
not only dothemission, but that they canbe
among the best in the Army.”

Sacrifice in the Name of Freedom

Three members of the battalion gave the
ultimate sacrifice to the nation and were
Killed in Action and nearly 30 members of
the battalion have been awarded the Purple
Heart Medal for combat wounds: Apr. 11,
Spc. Nathan P. Brown, age 21 —from South
GlensFalls, assignedto Company C; Oct. 1,
Sgt. Michael Angelo Uvanni, age 27 —from
Rome, assigned to Headquarters Company,
detailed to Company B at the time of his
death; Oct. 28, Spc. Segun Frederick
Akintade, age 34—fromBrooklyn, assigned
to Company A. O

Left: Soldiers, family and friends at the Magrath Gymnasium. Right: A family member applauds with the arrival of 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Soldiers. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)
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Get help with Tax Problems

If you have been unable to resolve an ongoing tax problem through normal IRS
channels, contact the Office of the Taxpayer Advocate Service.

Theofficeisanindependent organization withinthe | RS, headed by thenational
taxpayer advocate; the advocate's mission is to help individuals and businesses
resolve problemswith the IRS.

Call theirtoll freephonenumber at: 1-877-777-4778. Findtheir link onthe|RSweb
siteat: www.irs.gov. Cal theN.Y . Officeof the Taxpayer Advocateat: 518-427-5413.
OrwriteTaxpayer Advocate, LeoO'BrianFed. Bldg., Room 354, Albany, N.Y ., 12207

MGIB Monthly Contact Required

Inorder toreceiveMontgomery G.1. Bill benefits, each soldier must call 1-877-823-
2378 on a touch-tone phone monthly or log on to the Veterans Affairs at
www.gibill.va.gov andfollow theWeb V erification of Enrollment link monthly.

Scholarship Application Period

TheMilitary OfficersAssociation of America(MOAA) congratul atestheNational
Guard on its 369" anniversary. The MOAA Scholarship Fund isavailable to the
children of MOAA members aswell as active duty, Reserve, National Guard or
retired enlisted personnel. The application period for the 2005-2006 school year
began Nov. 1 and the deadlineisMarch 1. For moreinformation, visit their web
siteat: www.moaa.org and click on Educational Aid.

Tuition Assistance Benefits

The Army Tuition Assistance Benefit provides financial assistance to Army
personnel interested in working on an undergraduate or graduate degree. This
program isopen to active duty Army personnel, including members of the Army
National Guard and Army Reserve on active duty. Applicants must first visit an
education counselor to declare an educational goal and establish an educational
plan.

Applicants may enroll in up to 15 semester hours of college courses. Those
selected for participation in this program receive their regular Army pay and 100
percent of tuition at the postsecondary educational institution of their choice but
capped at $4,500 per year or $250 per semester hour, whichever isless. To seethe
full scholarship posting, go to http://www.military.com/Education/Scholar Ship/
Profile/1,14220,0951,00.html.

Tosearchover 1,000 other scholarships, goto http://www.military.com/Education/
ScholarShip/newsearch?ESRC=miiltrep.nl.

Guard Times Logo

What can you do with a10 by two inch space? The Guard Timesis|ooking for
anew design for it'scover logo. The Guard Timesisa paper for troops and their
families. Weighinand hel pmakethepaper moreinterestingandintermsof design
and style.

Submissions for anew logo are being accepted until Jun. 1. Logos can be sent
as art files (drawings, sketches, etc.) that might inspire one of our talented
professional sto produceanew design or aselectronic, Adobelllustrator or Adobe
Photoshop files. We welcome all submissions, but final decision rests with the
Guard Timessenior editorial staff.

What we arelooking for:

Original (uncopyrighted), simple designs that symbolize the traditional and
historical roleof theN.Y . National Guardwiththeguard’ sfuturetransformationas
aexpeditionary force. The logo should contain the words “Guard Times” and a
subhead on Guard Times' intended audience(i.e. servingtheNew Y ork Army and
AirNational Guard, Naval Militia, New Y ork Guardand families).

Send submissionsto: Guard Times, DMNA-MNPA, 330 Old Niskayuna Road,
Latham,NY 12110-2224.

Senior
Enlisted
Leadership:
A Joint
Force Team

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS

From the desk of New York Air National Guard
State Command Chief Master Sergeant Hardy Peirce

Jointnessin themilitaryisall about relationships. Asl writemy first articlefor
the Guard Times, it isonly fitting that | write about the office of the two senior
enlisted |eaders at Joint Force Headquarters-New Y ork National Guard.

Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Van Pelt and | have a special relationship for the
issues, concerns and the betterment of the enlisted force in our state. Here are afew
common concerns at Joint Force Headquarters: families and family readiness,
Federal and State Awards and Decoration Programs, pay entitlements, retirements
and the retirement process and mental and physical wellness of our people.

A short overview of afew Joint Force focus items that your two senior enlisted
|leaders havein their tool boxes:

We continually hear |eadership emphasize the importance of our Families because
the Family is of utmost importance. We all must do our part to not only listen to
concerns family members may have but ensure we work at, and address, issuesto
remove barriers so our military members may have total focus on their duties and
responsibilities. Thisiswhy the Family Readiness Program is so important. Embrace
it, support it, and if done so, make it apart of your military tool box.

Recently | was driving on the Thruway from Latham to my homein Newburgh,
listening to the news on the radio. The commentator was speaking about Americans
supporting the military in today’s all volunteer service. “When one signs up for
military service, not only does he or she become a member of the Department of
Defense, but the family becomes a member of DoD,” she said. Those wordsreally
caught my attention. Family and Family Readiness encompass the entire family.

| learned many years ago that we all like recognition. Some more than others, some
with fanfare, others are low-keyed, some with outward emotions, others emotionis
kept within. Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Van Pelt and | have spent countless hours
discussing and lobbying military support associations on the importance of awards
and decorations programs. As your senior enlisted leadership, we know the
importance of recognition, and thiswill always be a part of our agenda.

If you want to see a unit’s or personal morale go down the tube quickly, well, mess
up their pay. | don't think | need to say much on the subject. We all understand the
importance and the impact it can have. Pay entitlements has truly been a Joint Force
issue for me as an Air National Guard member. | have on numerous occasions been
involved with active duty Army, Air Force, Army Reserves and Army Guard pay
issues.

The importance on how we treat our membersin processing their retirement
benefits and timely recognition is beneficial to the entire organization. Treating all
retirees with proper respect can have a lasting effect on your unit. Retirees can, and
will, become our best Recruiter and Retention personnel, spreading the word about
the benefits of being amember of the National Guard, sharing their military
experiences. If your unit doesn’t have aretirement checklist init’ stool box, well,
one should be developed and the DoD Retirement Benefits website will assist you
on what you need to do.

Proper diet and exercise with routine visits to your Health Care Provider isall part
of Wellness. Army and Air Force programs may be different, but we have acommon
goal: wellnessfor all of our members. Y our senior enlisted leadership in the New
Y ork National Guard isworking on a program within the state to enhance Mental and
Physical Wellnessfor all of our Guard members. More to follow about the state
program 2005. O



Families, Readiness
Groups Overcome
Historical Challenges

LATHAM

By Staff Sgt. MikeR. Smith
Guard Times Staff

ecause shereceives calls from
Bfamily membersmissingtheir

husbands, wives, moms and dads,
Beverly Keating, amain contact for
familiesof the Stratton Air National Guard
Basein Scotia, feelsit’ sextremely
important to have acommunication bridge
between themilitary and civilianworlds.

“They need to feel they can call me and
feel comfortablewith that,” said Mrs.
Keating, afamily readiness coordinator
for theNew Y ork Air National Guard. “It
helps to dissolve anxieties, uncertainties
and provides someone to turn to in an
emergency.”

New Y ork’ sSoldiersand Airmenleaving
and returning on deployment know the
value of peace-of-mind when it comesto
communication through family readiness.

“Readiness emphasi zes preparing
Soldiers, Airmenandtheir families,
readiness is the key to our work,” said
Sgt. Maj. Charles Steele, State Family
ProgramDirector.

The sergeant major and his staff oversee
90 Army National Guard readiness groups
and the Air National Guard’ s mandatory
group per air wing. Spread out across
New Y ork, each group isas unique asits
community, adaunting task: assuring
each group iskeeping familiesinformed.

“We are dispersed all over the place,”
said the sergeant major. Unlike active
duty brethren wherefamilieslive around a
base, there are no support facilities for
familiesto get information. “ So they have
to be creative on where they
get...support,” finding what' savailablein
their communities.

This may seem challenging enough, but
add awar on terrorism, historical numbers
of deploymentsand amilitary in
transformation and the challenge shifts
into overdrive. That's where the value of
strong family readiness comesin.

Family Readiness Groups (FRGs) arethe
key componentsto a Soldier or Airman’s
successful deployment overseas and on
the home-front.

New Y ork's FRGs continue to meet the
unique and historical challenges tasking
today’ sNational Guard.

Thereisanew mind set with long-term
deployments and the danger that comes
with them, said the sergeant major. He
explained that getting information flowing
between families and unitsisachallenge

for FRGs. “Informationisthekey,” said
the sergeant major. “ On the whole they
aredoing very well.”

InhisFamily Programs Office are stacks
of pamphlets on stress management,
benefits, wills, budgeting and other
information familiesmight needwhilea
loved oneisaway. The office also
maintains adirectory to keep track of
families across the state. Most
importantly is the readiness group
information binder. Hand made for group
leaders, they are frontline reference tools
for New Y ork’ sscattered FRGs.

Onceayear, the Latham-based family
programs office holds classes for the lead
volunteers across the state. An essential
FRG 101, the classempowers|eaderswith
knowledge of group dynamics and
information that allowsthem to organize
effectively.

“1f they are new, wewill gototrain
them,” said PatriciaJensen, State Family
Program Assistant, Latham. Mrs. Jensen
explained that the goal is“..to have the
group function on its own, helping the
families”

“We got up and running around April,”
said Headquarters, 42 Infantry
(Rainbow) Division FRG co-leader, Kathy
Andonie, who's husband and Soldiers
deployed to Iraq for a one year
deployment.

“They guided usin the
beginning...provided suggestions on
what committeesto form and what was
needed to do.”

Her FRG hasabout 278 family members
on register, of that, she said, around 30
memberstake an active role disseminating
information through meetings and fund-
raisers at the Troy armory.

“Wewould like to see more people
being active,” said Mrs. Andonie. She
explained that the added tasks of the
group can often overload volunteers,
who work regular jobs and support their
familieswhileloved onesareaway. To
tackle the work-load, the group split up
responsihilities. “Wemade committees,”
said Mrs. Andonie.

Mrs. Andonie and co-leader Donna
Antal, who's son is also deployed, said
that the group is productive, they have
guest speakers, fund-raisers and are
sending their first care packages to the
deployed Rainbow Division.

“We had agood turn out,” said Mrs.
Antal on building the care packages.

Back in Latham, the sergeant major said
that groups often invite guest speakers
from Tri Care (health care), the Red Cross
and military pay specialiststo help

42" Infantry (Rainbow) Division Headquarter’'s Family Readiness Group co-leaders, Kathy
Andonie (right) and Donna Antal (left) stack care packages for deployed Soldiers. Their group is
one of over ninety readiness groups statewide. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)

familiesget detatiledinformation.

“Of coursenormal activitieslike
gathering to make care packages provides
an outlet to share experiences and
emotions,” he said.

At some meetingsthe families“just
talk”. “Wejust go around the room telling
about ourselves and such,” said Mrs.
Andonie, who admitted it's one of her
more favorite things to do.

“Before deployment the focusis

Stephanie Duell, Family Program Assistant,
takes a phone call at the N.Y. National Guard
Family Program Office in Latham.

readiness, during and after the
deployment the focus is support,” said
Mrs. Jensen. Her husband recently
returned to Fort Drumfromayear in Iraq
as Bravo company commander, 2nd
Battalion, 108th Infantry. Asawifeof a
deployed Soldier, “the group kept me
informed of the unit,” she said.

Asa State Family Program Assistant,
Mrs. Jensen makes alot of trips around
the state supporting the 90-plus FRGs.
She encourages volunteers to continue

theirinformation management after
Soldersor Airmenreturnfrom
deployment.

“We try to encourage them to stay on,”
she said. “Just because the deployment is
over doesn’t mean FRGs are not needed.”
She went on to say that maintained
readinessisimportant, Soldiers and
Airmen still deploy for their two weeks
training, and to keep information flowing
tothefamilies.

“When the family is happy, the Soldier
ismorelikely to stay.”

Again, “thekey iscommunications
among themselves, sharing knowledge,
and the emotional support they give each
other,” said the sergeant major.

Back at the Stratton Air National Guard
Base, Mrs. Keating, who has managed the
Family Readiness Officefor threeyears,
says that Airmen understand her role and
valueto their families as an open and
confidential officeto turn to for help and
information.

“Just listening to them helps and is the
most rewarding to me,” shesaid. “It's
truly crucial.” O

EDITOR' SNOTE: Familiesareencouraged
to contact their armory, air base or the State
Family Programs Officefor information on
readiness meetings and volunteer
opportunities; call toll free1-877-715-7817.

Stacks of information pamphlets on various
subjects await distribution from the Family
Programs Office to N.Y.'s families.
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Four N.Y. Army National
Guard Soldiers Find Final
Glory in Baghdad, Iraq

BAGHDAD, IRAQ

By Spc. Erin E. Robicheaux
256" BrigadeCombat Team Public Affairs

me may say Sgt. Christian
Sngeldrum had themost significant

ob following the attacks of Sept.
11,2001. Inthefamouspictureof New Y ork
City firemen hanging aUnited Statesflag
onapolerisingfromtherubble, Engeldrum
was the burly man holding the ladder.

He was steadying the way for his
colleagues of Ladder 61, Co-op City, to
follow him to the gates of freedom. Four
yearslater, Sgt. Engeldrumonceagainled
the way, this time for three of hisfellow
Soldiers.

Only thistime, he' sholding theladder to
the gates of heaven.

In less than a week, the 256" Brigade
Combat Team said good-bye to four
honorable veterans: Sgt. Christian
Engeldrum, Spc. Wilfredo Urbina, Spc.
David Fisher, and Staff Sgt. Henry Irizarry.
g‘t/. Christian Engeldrum was|oved by

eryone who crossed his path. He
was aloving father and devoted husband.
Asalfirefighter, helived for lifein Co-op
City. Hewasakey player intherecovery
of New York City following the terrorist
attacks and believed in the cause so
deeply, that he took the fight to Irag.

Sergeant Engeldrum was very mission-
oriented and a constant positive source
for his company and his platoon. No
matter what challengesfaced him and his
troops he surged onward and refused to
quit until the task was complete. He kept
those around him calm and |evel-headed
and cool ed the occasional hot tempers by
the mere soothing calm of his presence.
Though his sense of humor has been
described by some as a little stale, his
friendsget agood laugh when they recount
that the huge man’s favorite movie was
“Clueless.”

Sergeant Engeldrumremainsimmensely
loved by his fellow Soldiers. Staff Sgt.
Mike Brown, a close friend of 13 years,
saysthat he and therest of the Soldiers of
Company A, 1% Battalion, 69" Infantry
Regiment, will have along year ahead of
them without their beloved buddy.

“The hardest part isthat there’ s nothing
that you can do,” Brown said.

“Wedon't even know who to get angry
at. Doyou get angry at theinsurgents? Do
you get angry at the civilians because
they know what’ sgoing on but won’t talk
because they’'re scared? You get mad
becauseit doesn’tfeel likeit’ sworthyour
buddy’slife.”

Staff Sgt. Philip
Engeldrum

Age 39, Bronx

KIA Nov. 29, 2004
Company A,

1 Battalion,

69" Infantry

Sgt. Engeldrum holds a ladder at Ground Zero
as a fellow Ladder 61, NYC firefighter secures
the American Flag over the rubble of Sept. 11.
(Photo courtesy of New York Daily News)

ecialist Urbinawasoneinamillionto
isfriendsof 1% Battalion, 69" Infantry
Regiment. He was truly excited to be
serving in thiswar as an infantryman.
To bring to light the kind of person that
hewas, when helearnedthat aclosefriend,
Spc. NicholasWilson, could not beeligible
for the Combat Infantry Badge (CIB) due
tothefact that hewasan engineer, hetold
him, “I will get that award for you.”
Urbina had goals and wanted to make
the Army a permanent occupation. He

Spc. Wilfredo F.
Urbina

Age 29, Baldwin
KIA Nov. 29, 2004
Company A,

1 Battalion,

69" Infantry

Soldiers of the 256" Brigade Combat Team
honor four fallen Soldiers in a week’s time. All
of the Soldiers were New York natives. (Photos
by Sgt. Thomas Benoit, 256" Brigade Combat
Team)

wanted to be aleader and hetook all tasks
with the notion that every
noncommissioned officer was watching
him. Urbina not only wanted himself to
look good, but what others thought of his
team, hissquad and hisplatoon also made
a difference to him. His courageous
behavior fueled his ambitions on
succeeding in today’s Army.

According to friends, Engeldrum and
Urbinawere closer than any two Soldiers
inCompany A’ s2"squad. Engeldrumwas
a person who demanded perfection. He
loved to look good. Urbinaloved to look
good in front of Engeldrum and this only
made him stronger and their relationship
morecohesive. Itisbelieved by their fellow
Soldiers that Urbina devoted himself to
every task partly because he wanted Sgt.
“Drum” to be proud of him, and that made
him avast asset to the 1-69" team.

nassettoD Troop, 101 Cavalry, Spc.

David Fisher was born on June 12,
1983inAlbany, N.Y.. Hewasavery proud
older brother andreferredtohis11year old
sister, Andrea, ashisprincess. Danny, his
littlebrother, wasthe spittingimageof his
elder sibling and looked up to him very
much.

Sergeant Fisher came from avery close
family toincludehisparents, grandparents,
and his girlfriend of one year, Tara. His
father was a police officer and, after
returning home from the deployment to
Iraq, Sergeant Fisher had plans to attend
thepoliceacademy andfollowinhisdad’'s
footsteps.

Hisbest friend, Spc. Christopher Holland,
has been an inseparable part of his life
sincethefirst grade, so much so that they
came across the world together to defend
the United Statesin the war on terrorism.

OnTuesday, Sept. 11,2001, both Soldiers
wereinschool at Hudson Valley Community
College in Troy. When the attacks
happened just two hours away from their
front doors, they went home together to
watch the coverage on television. Only
three weeks earlier, the best friends had
discussed getting out of school to do
something different. When the terrorists
struck theWorld Trade Center, themilitary
seemed like the perfect answer. Two
monthslater they wereofficially tankersin
the New York National Guard and were
attending basic training at Fort Knox, Ky.

Holland recalled an incident that
happened shortly after returning home.

“For oneof our first drillswewent down
to New Jersey and they had brand new
M1A2tanks,” Hollandremembered. “ They
let us drive them and when Dave was
parkingit, heclipped theside of the brand
new tank on the side of the brand new
garage. It couldn’t have happened to a
more perfect person.”

Holland explained that Sergeant Fisher
was the kind of person who would have a
friend everywherehewent. Hewasalways
the center of attention but he never
intended for it to be that way. It wasjust
thekind of personality hehad. According

Sgt. David M.
Fisher

Age 21, Green
Island

KIA Dec. 1, 2004
Company D,

1 Battalion,
101 Cavalry

Sgt. Divid M. Fisher's funeral service on Dec. 4.
(Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)

to him, Sergeant Fisher was quiet around
abig group of strangers, but if hewasin
aroomwithfour or fivefriendshelitupthe
room.

Sergeant Fisher wasajokester and loved
toplay prankswhen no onewasexpecting
them. Duringthe'Y 2K’ New Y ear’ sEve,
hesnuck out of theroom asthe countdown
was happening, and at the stroke of
midnight he turned all of thelightsin the
houseoff. Momentsl|ater, thelightsinthe
house came back up and he walked into
thelivingroomwithabiggrinonhisface.

Holland also recalls that his buddy was
very athletic and competitive. He said
Fisher was also aleader.

“Dave was the organizer of our flag
football team but his passion was
basketball,” recalled Holland. “ If hewould

Continued on next page

Staff Sgt. Henry
E. Irizarry

Age 38, Bronx
KIA Dec. 3, 2004
Company A,

1¢ Battalion,

69" Infantry

Four fallen Soldiers are honored by the 256"
Brigade Combat Teamin Irag. All of the Soldiers
were from the New York Army National Guard.
(Photos by Sgt. Thomas Benoit, 256" Brigade
Combat Team).
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Heartbreak in Western N.Y.

Guard and Community
Grieve Fallen Warrior

WEST SENECA

Lt.Coal.Paul Fanning
Guard Times Staff

nceagain, theNew Y ork National
OGuard and the community have
cometogether insorrow tomourn

the loss of a superb young warrior.

TragicnewscametotheBuffal o suburb of
West Senecajust before Thanksgivingwhen
the community learned that one of its most
patriotic sons and high school star athletes
had become the Guard's fifth combat loss
since Operation Iragi Freedom began.

On November 20, a popular and
accomplishedyoungwarrior gavehislifefor
his comrades and for his nation during
combat action near Baghdad. Spc. DavidL.
Roustum, age 22, assigned to Bravo
Company, 1% Battalion, 108" Infantry was
killedinactionwhenhisup-armored humvee
wasattacked by insurgent forceswithrocket-
propelled grenades; Roustumwaskilledand
his three comrades were injured. He was
posthumously promoted to the rank of
Sergeant.

Military Honors

Two platoonsfrom Bravo Company were
mobilizedinJanuary 2004 and deployedwith
the Arkansas Army National Guard's 39"
Infantry Brigade. The tightly knit team of
infantrymen, comprising roughly half of the
company, left with prideand determination.
Several members of the unit, including
Sergeant Roustum, werepart of theGuard's

Sgt. David L.
Roustum

Age 22, West
Seneca

KIA Nov. 20, 2004
Company B,

1%t Battalion

108th Infantry

Sgt. David L. Roustum's funeral service Dec. 6.
(Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Steven Pettibone)

Western New Y ork based Military Honors
Detachment, which providesmilitary honors
at veterans' funerals. Prior to the War on
Terror, the military honors detail normally
supported World War |l-generation vets
who had cometotheend of their natural life.
Sergeant Roustum had personally
participatedin morethan 200 suchfunerals.
In October 2003, Sergeant Roustum hel ped
render honors for the late Spc. Michael
Williams from the 105" Military Police
Company in Buffalo. He was the Guard's
second death from OIF. In reflection of
supreme irony, Sergeant Roustum became
the recipient of the honors that he himself
had been rendering.

Quiet Professional

Sergeant Roustum joined the Guard right
out of highschool alongwithanother friend,
who was wounded in the same attack. He
was very popular and forged friendships
easily, yet accordingtothosewhoknew him,
wasvery focused and disciplined. Hehad a
way of making his presence felt without
fanfare. He was a leader. The company
commander, Capt. Michael Batt praised
Sergeant Roustum and referredtohimas*“a
quiet professional, who always did the job
the only way he knew how—above the
standard.”

According to Captain Batt, Sergeant
Roustum will always be remembered asan
outstanding troop, an athlete—captain of the
hockey team, star quarterback for thefootbal |
team and all around great American son.

“Hisstar was on therisein the Army and

he took great pridein histeam,” wrote the
captain. “We will aways have an empty
placein our formations.”

“Sergeant Roustum was one of the good
guys, a good Soldier,” wrote battalion
Command Sgt. Mg David Piwowarski.“He
wasavery young man who understood that
hehad madeacommitmenttothe Army and
his country and who showed that he was
responsible in honoring his commitment
despite the risks.”

But probably the most descriptive and
appropriate praise came from the state
Commander-in-Chief, Governor GeorgeE.
Pataki, who referred to him as “atrue hero
wholoved hiscountry and wasnot afraid to
puthislifeonthelineinthefight for freedom
and fight to rid the world of terror.”
Outpouring and Tribute

Sergeant Roustum’ shody wasflown back
toBuffalofromDover Air ForceBase, Del
on Dec. 2. Members of his unit formed an
honors detail to receive the flag-draped
casket, including several memberswhowere
home on scheduled leave from Irag. All
actions stopped at the gate as the Roustum
family and relatives received their son on
the tarmac. Onlookers in the passenger
terminal stood, looked oninsilencethrough
thewindows, sharinginthecollectivegrief
the moment had brought.

Hundredsfrom the community turned out
for thewakein Orchard Park, including the
extendedfamily, friends, former school and

Continued on next page

Glory, from previous page

haveplayedin high school, hewould have
probably earned a scholarship.”
Se)zrgeant Irizarry was looked to

y hisfellow Soldiersfor hisleadership,
guidance, sense of humor and his ability
to emit apositive light into any situation,
regardless of the circumstances. He was
alovingfather, grandfather, and adevoted
husband. Those who served with him
deem him as a devoted Soldier whose
willing service to his country speaks for
itself.

“lzzy” will beremembered by thosewho
knew him for hisfriendly smile, hiscam
presence, and hiskind demeanor. Though
he was widely known for his sense of
humor, Sergeant Irizzary was a mission-
oriented Soldier who was always ready
and willing when duty called.

Inthewakeof theterrorist attacksonthe
World Trade Center, he served with the
Fighting 69th at Ground Zero. Hefurther
demonstrated hispatriotismand allegiance
to the unit by volunteering for duty with
theFighting 69thfor OperationNobleEagle
attheU.S. Military Academy.

When the 1/69" was called upon in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, once
again, "lzzy" wasthere.

He deployed in the difficult capacity as
asection leader in the Scout Platoon. He
was chosen for this position due to his
proven competence and courage. There

was never any doubt that he was
completely devoted to the success of the
unit and that he would give everything he
had in order to ensure the success of the
Soldiersin this squad.

Lt. Col. Geoffrey Slack, commander of the
1-69, isn’t surprised with the impact that
thefour Soldiers have made on therest of
the Fighting 69"

“It hurts them immensely, especially
sincethey all knew each other sowell,” he
said. Colonel Slack also said that the
brigade chaplain and afew mental health
professionals have come to the aid of his
Soldiers, helpingthemthroughthisdifficult
timewith their services.

The fact that the terrorist attacks
happened to New Y orkers more than any
other collective group of Americans is
compounded by the tragedy that, to date,
the deaths in the 256" BCT have all been
Soldiersfrom New York. Slack said this
fuelsafirewithinhisSoldiersthatisbeyond
compare.

“Themood of thebattalionismuchmore
dangerous,” he said. “Their anger is
channeled, and they are more focused
than ever on what they do.”

Three years ago the United States was
shownthat, inaninstant, theworld can be
turned upside down. In early December,
four Soldiers, their families, and all 3,900
members of the 256" ‘ Tiger’ Brigade are
still being shown daily that everything
can change...inaNew York minute. O

Fighting 69t
Soldier Pays
Ultimate
Sacrifice

LATHAM

By Capt. K athy Sweeney
Guard Times Staff

National Guard lost a Soldier from the

19Battalion, 258" Field Artillery Regiment
out of Brooklyn.

Cpl. Joseph O. Behnke, 45 of Brooklyn,
was killed Dec. 4 when the vehicle he was
riding in struck abarrier and overturned.

Corporal Behnke workedfor theVeteran's
Administration Hospital in Manhattan asa
carpenter for thelast 17 years, and heowned
his own business, American Way General
Contracting.

Corporal Behnke's awards include the
Bronze Star Meda (Posthumous), Army
Good Conduct Medal (Posthumous),
National DefenseServiceMedal, Globa War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army

I n Baghdad, Irag, the New York Army

Sgt. Joseph O.

Behnke

Age 45, Brooklyn
KIA Dec. 4, 2004
Battery C,

1¢t Battalion,

258" Field Artillery

Service Ribbon and the Weapons
QualificationBadge(Expert M16A2).

Corporal Behnke is survived by his wife
Miriam Behnke, his five children, Travis,
Desire, Joseph, Patrick Limage and Jason
Limase, and five grandchildren, Pirscilla
Morales, 14, KaylaLimage, seven, Patrick
LimageJr., seven, Anthony J. Torress, four,
NyahLimage, three.

A military funera for Corporal Behnkewas
heldDec. 11,2004, at St. Bernadette’ sChurch,
and hewasburied at Greenwood Cemetery,
both arelocated in Brooklyn. OO
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42" |Infantry
Division advance

party Deploys

FORT DRUM

By Staff Sgt Raymond Drumsta
42nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

Infantry Divisionand Task ForceL iberty hasdeparted
for Operation Iragi Freedom 3.

Morethan 500 Soldiersof theRainbow Division’ sadvance
party left at theend of October after training at Fort Drum
and at Fort Dix, N.J. They headed for staging areas in
Kuwait, inorder tosmooththeway for Task ForceLiberty,
accordingtoBrig. Gen. TomSullivan, 42ndInfantry Division
assistant division commander for support and command
and control for the advance party.

Among other things, the advance party will draw
equipment, aquirediningfacilitiesandbilleting, and provide
information for themain party, Sullivan said.

Task Force Liberty Soldierswill deploy throughout the
remainder of theyear and early 2005.

“1 think the advance party smoothes the way by taking
the unknowns out of the deployment,” Sullivan said. “In
other words, we'll beover inKuwait beforetheunits. We'll
be ableto call back to the unit commanders and tell them
what to expect.”

“The purpose of the advance party is to get everything
prepared to receive units,” said Lt. Col. Mark Moser,
deputy chief of plans, operations. “ Inthiscase, theadvance
party is setting up RSOI in Kuwait.”

"RSOI" stands for Reception, Staging and Onward
Integration—a process which equipment and personnel
are broken out and prepared for movement into Irag.

Thevanguard of theNew Y ork National Guard’ s42nd

42nd Infantry Division advance party Soldiers depart for Iraq.
(Photo by Staff Sgt. Ray Drumsta)

“The advance party represents alittle bit of everybody,
butabigchunk of [DivisionArtillery],” Moser said.“ They
runtheRSOI.”

Other sectionrepresentativeswill ensuresection-specific
needs are being met, Moser said.

“If problems come up, they coordinate with the rear
elementsto solve them.”

One of these problem solversis advance party member
Spc. Pete Baesemann, motor sergeant for the 173rd Long
RangeSurveillance Detachment . Hesaid hisjobistoready
hisunit’svehicles“so LRSD can use them effectively.”

“1 expect to be very busy,” Baesemann said. “1’m going
to get our vehiclesoff theboat, maintain them, acquirethe
up-armored Humvees, and basically get all our ducksina
row for the rest of my unit.”

That involvestheinfantry mentality —acommitment to
“check, double check, and triple check everything,”
Baesemann said.

“If you don’t do that with everything, something won’t
be there when you need it,” he said.

Thankstotheadvanceparty, task force Soldiersalsowill
get training. Divisional units deploying to Kuwait will
undergo 14 daysof intensetraining, toincludeM-2 and 240
Bravomachineguns, M-16 and M-4rifle, said Master Sgt.

Christopher Parker, sergeant of the Operations Training
Section.

Parker said preparing this training for the main body
involves many people and lots of coordination, ajob he
describes as “difficult but doable.”

“It'skind of hard preparing for something until you've
seenit,” he said.

Inadditiontotrackingvehiclesand helpingwith barracks
and equipment, advance party member Sgt. April Haradji,
42nd Military Police Company, said preparing her family
for her deployment —especially her eight-year old son—is
also part of her job.

“My sonisgetting older,” Haradji said. “My son knows
what time means. He understands months and years. He
knowsiit's 2004, and that | won't be back until 2006. He
knowsthat’salong time.”

Haradji deployed to Operation Enduring Freedom in
2003. She bought aglobe for her son, and ran astring on
it from her home state of New Hampshire to Afghanistan
to show him where she waslocated. For this deployment,
she taught him to use e-mail —and moved the string.

“We just had to switch it to Irag,” she said.

Haradji said she doesn’t find it difficult to leave before
everyone else.

“1 want to be on the advance party. | already said good-
byetomy family. | don’twanttogothroughthat again. My
family issupportive. My momknowsthat | wanttodothis,
and that Il be taken care of,” she said.

Baesemann also said hisfamily supported him.

“They told methey loved me, and to go over, get thejob
done so | can come home.”

Spc. CraigJasco, assignedtothedivisiontactical command
post, said his family and friends sent him off with many
going-away parties, reading material and a St. Michael
meddlion.

“They told meto be safe and keep my eyesopen,” Jasco
said, “and to stay aert.” He said he wantsto stay focused
and physically fit so he can perform his duties.

“Wehaveall theequipment andall thetrainingweneed,”
Sullivan said. “We are going to be very successful.” OO

Roustum, from previous page

teammates, teachers and coaches and
membersof themilitary of all servicebranches
including other Guard units.

Sgt. 1st Class Phillip Jacques from the
OregonArmy National Guard’ s2™ Battalion,
162" Infantry travel ed acrossthecountry to
pay respectstotheRoustumfamily. Jacques
wason convalescent leavefrom Irag for his
own combat wounds as his unit had served
along sidethe Soldiersfrom Buffalo.

“l remember meeting them (Sergeant
Roustum’s unit) at Fort Hood. They are
really tight and we were impressed with
them,” he said.

Sergeant Jacques presented Sergeant
Roustum’ s parents with acoin on behalf of
his command, with the gratitude and
appreciation of the members of Bravo
Company. According to Sergeant Jacques,
the brotherhood of warriorsextends Army-
wide and across state bordersin the Guard.

Inside the funeral home were dozens of
photosof Sergeant Roustum asastudent, as
anathlete, and asaSoldier. Hisold football
uniformandhelmetwereondisplay. A specia
tribute came from 5 grade students at the
CharlesUpson Elementary School, Lockport.

The class had adopted the unit for the
deployment. Now aseriesof |etterswritten
by Sergeant Roustum to his elementary
school pen pals served as awindow to the
spirit of agentlewarrior, and in celebration
of hislifeand exampletoothers. A supporting
letter to sergeant Roustum'’s parents was
posted next to the memory board to explain
and expand on their son’s contributions to
thestudents, including several letters, which
had arrived only days before his death.

“Dave made ahuge impact on thelives of
our children, especially some at-risk
students, who finally felt connected to a
male role-model,” wrote teacher Sherry
Sansone, whose brother servesin the unit.
“Please understand that your son
establishedrel ationshipswith studentsfrom
our school and community,” shewrote. “We
will never know how far histouchwill reach
and continue to reach throughout the years
to come.”

Asevidenced by theturnout for thisfallen
warrior, ontheday of thereturn of hisbody,
at the wake and at the funera with full
military honors, the memory of Sergeant
DavidL.Roustumandtherelationshipsthat
heformedandthat havebeenformedaround
himwill longberememberedrightalongwith
him.O

Honoring our eighth President, Deputy Adjutant General, Col. David F. Sheppard,
places a red, white and blue wreath on the grave site of President Martin Van Buren at a
ceremony honoring his birth Dec. 5, 1782. (Photo by Master Sgt. Jeannine Mannarino)
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New York National Guard Combat Shooting
Regional Championship

Team Sweeps

LATHAM

By 1st L t. Rodney Richmond
Joint Forces Headquarters

The New York National Guard
Combat Marksmanship Team
competedinVermont Aug. 21thru
22, 2004 against the top teams in
theNortheast Regionfor honorsin
bothrifleand pistol at theMilitary
Advisory Council (MAC) Region
1 Combat Marksmanship
Competition.

The Vermont National Guard at
CampEthanAllen, Vt., hosted the
competition.

The Combat Rifle team was
composed of 1% Lt. Rodney
Richmond of the Small Arms
Readiness and Training Section
(STARTS), Joint Forces
Headquarters (JFHQ), Sgt. Tom
Scott, of the 204™ Engineer
Battalion and Master Sgt. Warren
Christman, Master Sgt Terry Potter,
Tech. Sgt. Bill Bednarowski and
Tech. Sgt. Allen Lederhouseof the
109" Airlift Wing.

The Combat Pistol Team was

composed of Master Sgt. David
Smithand Spc. DouglasMacQueen
of the204"" Engineer Battalion, Sgt.
1st Class Derrick Banning of the
152nd Engineer Battalionand Sgt.
Joe Deeof the SARTSJFHQ.

The New York Soldiers and
Airmenplacedfirstinbothrifleand
pistol teameventsandaretheMAC
1 Region Champions. In addition
to winning the team events,
shooters received individual
awards including, in the rifle
precision match, Richmond, who
took first place, and Bednarowski,
who took second place.

In the excellence in competition
riflematch Sergeant Bednarowski
took second place, and Richmond
took third place.

In the overal rifle champion,
Lieutenant Richmond cameinfirst
with Bednarowski and Scott firing
into second and third place
respectively.

In pistol, Bannin took first place
in the combat pistol match with
Deetaking home second place. At
the Precision pistol match,
MacQueen shot for first placeand
Smith camein second.

Overall pistol champion was
awarded in first place to Banning
and Dee in second place.

Competitive marksmanship
provides a unique opportunity for
theNew Y ork National Guard. In
addition to the chanceto compete
and showcase outstanding
marksmanshipability, Soldiersand
airmenreceiveinvauabletraining
that they bring to their respective
units.

TheNew Y ork Combat Shooting
Teams went on to competein the
2004 Winston P. Wilson Matches
held in Camp Robinson, Ark. in
October representingtheNew Y ork
state National Guard.

Each year, shooters are
encouraged to participate in the
New York National Guard TAG
Combat Matches held at Camp
Smith.

For more information on New
Y ork’s Combat Shooting Teams,
contact Maj. Dana Brewer or 1%
Sgt. Randy Ross at STARTS
throughtheDepartment of Military
and Naval Affairs http://
www.dmna.state.ny.us/sarts/
index.htm, orcall (518) 786-4644.00

New York’s finest combat
riflemen to Represent U.S.A.
at International Competition

LATHAM

By 1stLt.Rodney Richmond
Joint Forces Headquarters

ThreecompetitorsfromtheNew
Y ork National Guard Combat Rifle
Team were recently selected to
represent the nation on the All
Guard Combat Marksmanship
Team.

1% Lt. Rodney Richmond of the
Small ArmsReadinessand Training
Section (STARTS), Joint Forces
Headquarters, Tech. Sgt. Bill
Bednarowski of the 109" Airlift
Wing and Sgt. Tom Scott of the
204" Engineer Battalion competed
at the Armed Forces Skill at Arms
Match held at Camp Robinson,
Ark., in October. The match pits
the finest military competitive
combat shootingteamsintheworld
against one another.

All three guardsmen are active
membersof theNew Y ork Combat
RifleTeam. Theteamisthecurrent
All Army Champions, 2004 Military

Advisory Council Region 1, and
came in second place at the 2003
Winston P. Wilson Match where,
additionally, all three won the
coveted Chief’s 50 Award;
Richmond and Bednarowski are
Distinguished Marksmen, and
Scott won the last two points
needed at the Winston P. Wilson
Matches to join the USA team.

The All Guard Team represents
theU.S.invariousmatchesaround
the world including England,
Australia, South Africa, Canada
and Germany.

The team has a reputation as a
leader in the world of
marksmanship. These Soldiersand
airman, having distinguished
themselves, provide a wedlth of
expertisetotheNew Y ork National
Guard.

For more information on New
York’s Combat Shooting Teams
contact Maj. DanaBrewer or 1% Sgt.
Randy Ross at STARTS on the
DMNA website at: http://
www.dmna.state.ny.us/sarts/
index.htm, or (518) 786-4644.1

Deputy Secretary Visits Deploying Task Force Liberty

FORT DRUM

By Sgt. 1st ClassDoug Sample
American Forces Press Service

eputy Defense Secretary Paul

D Wolfowitzgotawarmwelcomeata
townhall meeting hereat thiswintry
northwestern New Y ork Statebase Dec. 17.

Theroughly 600 soldiersfrom unitsof the
42nd Infantry Division’s headquarters and
Task ForceLiberty stood andgaveastanding,
rousing applausewhenDoD’ sNo. 2civilian
leader entered the room. The division task
forceisdeploying to Irag.

Army Lt. Gen. StevenBlum, chief, National
GuardBureauanddivisioncommander Army
Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto wereamong senior
leaders joining the deputy secretary.

Wolfowitz reminded the assembly of the
division's proud history — past tales that
someweretooyoungtoremember and recent
ones that none of them will ever forget.

He talked about how the division helped
endNazi rulein Germany during WorldWar
Il by capturing enemy strongholds in
Schweinfurt, Nuremburg and Munich, and
liberating concentration camps.

AndWolfowitzremindedthesoldiershow
just three years ago the division responded

Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz greets Soldiers of Task Force Liberty after his Dec. 17 town hall
meeting with them at Fort Drum. (Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Doug Sample)

tothe Sept. 11 terrorist attacksin their own
New Y ork City backyard. Divisionbattalions
from New York armories responded
immediately. Andthousandsof soldiersfrom
therest of thedivision’ sNew Y ork National
Guard and the division headquarters
sustained security and recovery operations

inManhattan aspart of Joint Task Force42.

The deputy secretary singled out division
soldier Army Maj. Chris Ciccone as an
example of those who were among thefirst
torespondtotheWorld Trade Center attacks.

A high school teacherinNew Y ork City’s
East Greenwich area, Ciccone said he had

“seenwhat terrorismcandoand | don’ twant
to see that ever happen again.”

“Soiif (this deployment) means taking on
terrorismwhereit starts, that’ swhat our job
is,” themilitary intelligenceofficer declared.

Task Force Liberty soldiers appreciated
Wolfowitz's visit. “It shows concern that
he’ scoming down to seethetroopsthat are
deploying,” said Sgt. 1st Class Franklin
Smith, 48, amilitary policeman.

Added Pvt. Nathaniel Deitch, 19, one of
thetask force’ syounger members: “That's
trooping the line. You know, every good
leader should do that.”

Divisionelements, part of thethirdrotation
of troops to Irag, began their movement
toward Iraq in October. The division will
lead Task ForceLiberty.

Inhisremarks, Wolfowitz pointed out how
theU.S. military hashel pedliberate50million
people form brutal tyranny and that the
United Statesisnow safer becauseof military
action taken in both Afghanistan and Irag.

“Y ears from now when the history of the
global war of terroriswritten, itwill beyour
story — the story of how courageous
Americansoldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines
and Coast Guardsmen helped make our
country safer and the world more free,” he
said.

Thedeputy secretary alsoissuedawarning
to terrorists still hiding in Irag: “The 42nd
Infantry Divisioniscoming ... and believe
me, you ain’t seen nothing yet.” O
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Reserve-Component Troops Urged to Keep Employers Informed

BAGRAM, AFGHANISTAN

By Sgt. StephanielL . Carl
American Forces Press Service

Behind nearly every deployed
National Guardsman or Reservist,
thereisacivilian employer whois
waiting for an employeeto return.

"Employers are just
as concerned about
the well-being of
Soldiers as anyone
else.”

Most civilian employers support
their servicemembers. The better
the relationship these deployed
citizen-soldiersmaintainwiththeir

employer, the better their
reintegration is likely to be upon
redeployment.

“Troops need to take the time to
involvetheiremployersinwhat they
are doing,” said Mgj. Gen. Steve
Read, U.S. Army Reservereadiness
commander.

Thefirststepinkeepingemployers
informedisensuringthey know the
initial timeframefor adeployment,
whenthedeploymentisexpectedto
start and approximately how longit
willlast.

All National Guardsmen and
Reservistsfal under theguidelines
of the Uniformed Services

Employment and Reemployment
RightsAct. Thisact providesstrict
guidancefor both servicemembers
and employers. Some employers
choose to go above and beyond
what USERRA requires.
“Therehavebeensomeemployers
who have continued health
insurance during deployments, or
at least until the servicemembers
are able to pick up their Tricare
benefits,” said Master Sgt. Gregory
Jacobs, Army Reserve Affairs
retentionnoncommissioned officer
for Afghanistan. These benefits
helpthefamilieswhoareleftbehind,
andthey helpthesoldiersby easing
thestressadeployment caninduce.
To recognize those employers
who go out of their way to support
armed forces personnel, there are

various awards at both the state
andfedera level.

“Inthecivilianworldtherereally
are no awards,” said Lt. Col.
Charles Kirchen, Army Reserve
Affairs officer in charge for
Afghanistan. “To many
employers, it isabig deal to get
these awards.”

It's up to the individual
servicemembers to recommend
their employersfor awards. This
can be donethrough the National
Committeefor Employer Support
of the Guard and Reserve Web
site. But there are other ways to
show appreciation aswell.

“Soldiers can show their
appreciation very easily,” said
Capt. James Carmichael, 221st
Ordnance Company commander,

Fort Wayne, Ind. “ Something as
simple as having a flag flown in
their honor and presenting it with
acertificate.”

In addition to small tokens of
appreciation, servicemembers
should continue to communicate
with their employers throughout
their deployment.

“Stay intouchwiththem, letthem
know you' reall right,” advised Sgt.
Maj. Scott White, Reserve Affairs
senior enlisted adviser for
Afghanistan. “Employersarejust
asconcerned about thewell-being
of their soldiers as anyone else.”

Itall goesback tocommunication,
said White. “If you' reupfront and
honest with your employer,” he
said, “they will be able to support
you better.” O

Recruiters of the Year Awarded at the 174" Fighter Wing

SYRACUSE

1¢Lt.AnthonyL.Bucci
PublicAffairsOfficer

TWO recruitersof the 174" Fighter Wing
were recently awarded Flying Unit
Recruiter of the Year and Rookie
Recruiter of theY ear respectively for theAir
National Guard'sRegionFive.

Master Sgt. Brad Addison received the
“Flying Unit Recruiter of the Year” award
and Tech. Sgt. Joe Call received “Rookie
Recruiter of the Year” award and will be
honored in April at the Air National Guard
national conference and will be presented
with agold recruiting shield.

Master Sgt. Addison hasbeenin the 174
Fighter Wingfor morethan 10years, thelast
fivebeingintherecruiting office. Hestarted
his career in personnel before making the
switchtorecruitingin 1999. “ Sincethefirst
day | saw a gold shield as a recruiter it
immediately becamemy goal. | livemy lifeby
setting goalsfor myself, oncel achieveone
of them it's time to set new ones’ said
Addison.

Tech. Sgt. Call hasbeenintheunitfor more
thansevenyears, spendingthefirstsixinthe
fuels department. “1 was surprised when |
wasinformedthat | had wontheaward. Itis
one of those things that you shoot for and
hope that maybe someday | can get it.” He
also said that without hiswife' ssupport his
winning this award would not have been
possible, “My wifeisvery supportiveof my
career, she thinks that recruiting is a great
job. She is definitely very happy for me!”
saidCall.

There are numerous factors within the
selection criteriathat needtobemetinorder
to win one of these awards. The enlistment

guota per month measured overall during
thefiscal year, theANG standardisthreeper
monthand 36for theFiscal Y ear. Master Sgt.
Addison had 52 enlistments, while Tech.
Sgt. Call bested him with 53 for FY 2004.
However, Tech. Sgt. Call did say heowesa
lot of his success to Master Sgt. Addison,
“Master Sgt. Addison was instrumental in
helping me to be a successful recruiter. He
literally taught me the ropes; from various
call back techniques to navigating through
theAir ForceRecruiting I nformation Support
System” said Call.

The next factor looks at community
involvement both recruiters are heavily
involvedin. They visited many schoolsinan
attempt to expose area kids to the many
opportunitiesintheANG. They participated
inVeteransDay ceremonies, whilealsobeing
presentattheyearly New Y ork Statefair. The
selecting committee aso looks at what
Professional Military Education the
candidatehascompleted. Unitandindividua
awardsalsoweighedto helpintheselection
process.

Master Sgt. Addison and Tech. Sgt. Call
are alowed to wear the distinctive gold
recruiting shield, which displays their
significant achievement. It is a symbol of
excellence, dedicationandteamwork. They
areallowed to wear thisgold shield for two
years as a symbol of their significant
achievement.

Therearefour categoriesfor arecruiter to
win the gold shield, they are: “Rookie
Recruiter of theYear”, “Flying Unit Recruiter
oftheYear”, " OfficeSupervisor of theY ear”,
and" Recruiting Retention Supervisor of the
Year”. The first three categories apply to
each unit’s recruiting section; the last
category is open to each state’' s Recruiting
Retention Supervisor. There is no overall
supervisor for aparticular region; therefore

the highest position is the state’s
supervisor. A recruiter hasthe opportunity
to win a gold shield for each of the
aforementioned categories.

They now have the opportunity to
competeonthenational level againstall the
winnersfromthefiveregionsto determine
whotheoverall winnerisfor their respective
category. If they win on the national level
they areallowed towear thegold shield for
the remainder of their recruiting career to
distinguish themselves as top performers
withintherecruitingfield. Itisthefirsttime
for the 174" Fighter Wing to have two
award winnersfromtherecruiting section.

“Bothareextremely capableinall aspects
of recruiting and go above and beyond the
required processes. Their accomplishments

in an extremely difficult recruiting
environment are especially noteworthy.”
saidMaster Sgt. Richard Doctor, Recruiting
OfficeSupervisor.

“Withtherecruiting challengesfacing the
military at thepresenttime, the174thisvery
fortunate to have Brad and Joe performing
as they are. Their efforts have achieved
national attention not only for themselves,
but for the 174th Fighter Wing aswell” said
Col.Tony. Basile, Wing Commander. O

WRITER'SNOTE: RegionFiveismadeup
of New York, New Jersey and the New
England States, with New Y ork State being
thelargest Air National Guard State. Thisis
thefirsttimesince1991that New Y ork State
haswon arecruiting award.

Master Sgt. Brad Addison, left, and Tech. Sgt. Joe Call, right, review enlistment information for
potential members of the 174" Fighter Wing. (Photo by 1st Lt. Anthony L. Bucci, 174FW)
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Second Civil Support Team
Mobilizes in Local Exercise

Joint-force Soldiers and
Airmen Neutralize WMD
Lab at Abandoned Navy
Warehouse

SCOTIA

By Staff Sgt. MikeR. Smith
Guard TimesStaff

vehicles quietly rolled into a pull-off

I twasraining when aline of government
outsideadepot fencelinehereonerecent

December morning.

Rain pours down on a 2nd Civil Support Team
member. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)

Instructors previoudly setup booby traps and mock chemical
agent equipment within a damp air of decay.

A CST team member from the 2nd Civil Support
Team cordons off a decontamination station
setup during the exercise.

After minutesof silence, black-uniformed
personnel stepped out with stern glances
amidst sporadi ¢ radio noiseand converged.
They seemed in heavy discussion, and to
the passerby—attentive enough to notice
them—their suspect stance might have
raised an eyebrow, or two.

The Weapons of Mass Destruction, 2nd
Civil Support Team conductedalarge-scale
exercise at the ScotiaNaval Depot on Dec.
1aspart of their regular readinesstraining.

The exercise started on the report that a
break-in investigation of an abandoned
warehouse uncovered possible WMD
activities. Aninitial jointresponseteamof 13
Soldiersandthree Airmenweredispatched.

TheSoldiersand Airmenaretenantsat the
Stratton Air National Guard Base, Scotia.

“Thisisourfull timejob,” ssidM&. Matthew

Cooper, 2nd Civil Support Team Commander.
Headded that theteam conductslarge-scale
exercises at least once a quarter. Smaller-
scale exercises are conducted two to three
timesaweek, hesaid.

With the steady rain, the exercise seemed
a soggy puzzle awaiting a solution. Inside
the warehouse was a maze of abandoned
hallways connecting lightless rooms where
instructors previously setup booby traps
and mock chemical agent equipment within
adampair of decay. Makingconditionsworse,
water drippedthrougharain-soaked ceiling,
mucking up potential evidencebeforelanding
in puddles on abroken linoleum floor.

Major Cooper explained that the team
changes the location of each exercise.

“It's hard to use the same facilitates over
andover,” saidthemajor. “It’ shumannature
to predetermine the outcome based on
historical knowledge of astructureor area.”

Onatableinside arear entrance, aspill of
tan powder haphazardly formed a message
for trespassers, and dirty windows allowed
enough light to read “JJHAD” handwritten

in thedust.

The2nd Civil Support Teamcuttheexercise
intosmall maneuvers, and the Department of
Defense reports that the Weapons of Mass
Destruction-Civil Support Teams common
mission is assessing sites and advising
civilian responders on what actionsto take.
If called upon, teamswill assist requestsfor
state and federal assets but, most
importantly, the concernissaving livesand
preventing human suffering and property
damage.

Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil
Support Teams undergo military aswell as
emergency responder training; team
membersneedto acquireapproximately 600
hours of initia training aside from their
regular military occupations. O

EDITOR'SNOTE: The2nd Civil Support
Teamisamongthefirst 10teamsauthorized
in 1999 to achieve Department of Defense
certification. To date, the DoD reports 32
Weaponsof MassDestruction-Civil Support
Teamsauthorized nationwide.

Members of the 2nd Civil Support Team prepare to investigate an abandoned warehouse at the
Scotia Naval Depot as part of a major exercise held in December. The exercise tested the team's
ability to assess, advise and assist in weapons of mass destruction incidents.

Keeping Families First

Tech. Sgt. Maralyne Fleischman and
husband, Master Sgt. Louis Fleischman
display Maralyne's awards as the N.Y. Air
National Guard Family Readiness Member
of the Year. The award recognizes those
who ensure National Guard families,
Airmen and Soldiers are prepared for
separation during deployments. Two
awards are presented each year to
deserving members of NY's Air and Army
National Guard. Left to right: Brig. Gen.
Dana B. Demand, Commander 105th Airlift
Wing, Maj. Gen. Thomas P. Maguire, Jr.,
Adjutant General, Master Sgt. Louis
Fleichsman, Tech. Sgt. Maralyne
Fleischman, Mrs. Kathy Laramee, 105AW
Family Program Coordinator, Mrs. Patty
Jensen, State Family Program Office

Assistant, Joe Fryer, Maralyne’s
Supervisor.
(Photo by Tech. Sgt. Michael R.

O’Halloran, 105AW)




[Page12]

Understanding New York, U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs Key to Your Benefits

ALBANY

By Joseph Collorafi, Brig. Gen.
retired
N.Y.VeteransAffairs

enmost peoplehear the
term Veterans
Administration or VA,

they think only intermsof hospitals
and medica care. In readlity, the
Department of Veterans Affairsis
an agency with adiversestructure
not unliketheDivisionof Military
andNaval Affairs(DMNA). Where
DMNA has the Army and Air
National Guard and the Naval
Militia as separate subordinate
organizations, the VA has the
Veterans Health Administration
(VHA), the Veterans Benefits
Administration (VBA) and the
National Cemetery Administration.
Throughthesethreeorganizations,
the VA offers a wide variety of
programs and services for the
nation’ s26 million veterans.

Health care is provided by the
Veterans Health Administration
(VHA) and is one of the most
visibleof all VA benefits. VHA is
composed of 23 Veterans
Integrated Service Networks
(VISN). Therearetwo health care
networks in New York—the VA
Healthcare Network Upstate New
York (VISN 2) and the VA New
Y ork/New Jersey Veterans
HealthcareNetwork (VISN
3). They operate 12 major
medical centers in New
Y ork, plusanextended care
center at St. Albans.

Thesefacilitiesprovidea
full range of medical
services, including acute
medical, surgical,
psychiatric and nursing
homecare. Specialty unitsat select
medical centers offer cardiac
catheterization, lithotripsy, clinical
pharmacology, MRI, radiation
therapy, women’s health
programs, treatment for spinal cord
and traumatic brain injuries, post-
traumatic stressdisorder andblind
rehabilitation.

The medical centers are
augmented by more than 60
outpatient clinics throughout the
state. These clinics offer a full
array of primary care services for
veteransinthecommunitieswhere

they live and work, especially in
rural areas. Eachmedical facilityis
affiliated with at least one major
university and together they
providetrainingfor morethan8,000
medical students annually in
nursing, dentistry, dietetics,
audiology and speech pathology,
medical technology, radiation
technology, pharmacy, podiatry,
psychology, physical and
occupational therapy and social
work.

TheVA NY Harbor Health Care
System, which includes the
Manhattan and Brooklyn medical
centers, has been recognized for
having four Clinical Programs of
Excellenceinrend dialysis, cardiac
surgery, comprehensive medical
rehabilitationandHIV care.

The VA is teaming up with the
Department of Defensetotrack the
health of military personnel. The
Millennium Cohort Study, one of
many collaborative research
projects between the VA and the
Department of Defense, is the
largest study of its kind ever
conducted. Researcherswill follow
as many as 140,000 military
personnel for up to 21 years to
track changesin their health. The
effort began in 2001 and to-date
has enrolled more than 79,000
service personnel. The study will
help answer questions about the
healtheffectsof military service.In

| f you areaveteran, you have earned these benefitsby your
dedication and service to your country. You should take
advantage of these benefits and utilize your V.A. system.

particular, the researchers will
examine how deployment affects
the incidence of chronic diseases
and other health conditions.
Findingswill helpguideDOD and
VA policy on health care and
benefits. For moreinformationyou
can visit the study’s website at
www.millenniumcohort.org.

The Veterans Benefits
Administration (VBA) administers
a variety of benefit programs
through 58 VA Regional Offices.
Two of these are located within
New Y ork State. The Buffalo VA

Regional Officeislocated at 111
West Huron Street, Bufallo, NY
14202 and the New York VA
Regional Officeislocated at 245
West Houston Street, New York,
NY 10014. The benefit programs
administrated by VBA include;
Disability Compensation and
Pension, Education and Training
(Gl Bill), Home Loan Assistance,
Insurance, and Vocational
Rehabilitationand Employment.
Disability Compensation and
Pension: Not all of theproblemsof
military service end when people
are discharged from active duty.
About 2.5millionveteransreceive
monthly VA disability
compensationfor medical problems
related totheir serviceinuniform.
VA pensions go to about 341,000
wartime veterans with limited
means. Family membersof about
533,000 veterans qualify for
monthly VA payments as the
survivors of disabled veterans or
pension recipients. The VA's
regional officesinBuffaloandNew
Y ork City serveveteransand their
survivors in New York who are
seeking VA financial benefits. In
fiscal year 2003, these regional
officesprocessed 24,777 disability
compensation claims. The total
includes 6,435 veterans applying
for the first time for disability
compensation. During fiscal year
2003, thesetwo VA regional offices

acted on 18,342 cases where
veteransreopenedaclaim, usually
toseek anincreaseintheir disability
rating level for larger payments.
Education and Training: Since
1944, whenthefirst Gl Bill began,
more than 21 million veterans,
service members and family
membershavereceived $77billion
inGlI Bill benefitsfor educationand
training. The number of Gl Bill
recipients includes 7.8 million
veterans from World War 11, 2.4
million from the Korean War and
8.2 million post-Korean and

Vietnam eraveterans, plus active
duty personnel. Since the
dependents program was enacted
in1956, theVA alsohasassistedin
theeducation of morethan 750,000
dependents of veterans whose
deaths or total disabilities were
service-connected.

SincetheVietnam-era, therehave
been approximately 2 million
veterans, service members,
reservistsand National Guardsmen
who have participated in the
Veterans' Educational Assistance
Program, establishedin 1977, and
the Montgomery GI Bill,
establishedin 1985.

1n2003, theVV A helpedpay for the
education or training of 322,754
veterans and active-duty
personnel, 88,342 reservists and
National Guardsmen and 61,874
survivors.

Home Loan Assistance: From
1944, whentheV A began helping
veterans purchase homes under
theoriginal Gl Bill, through January
2004, about 17.4million VA home
|oan guarantees have beenissued,
with atotal value of $812 hillion.
TheV A beganfiscal year 2004 with
2.7 million active home loans
reflectingamortized|oanstotaling
$213.2hillion.

In fiscal year 2003, theVA
guaranteed 508,436 |oans valued
at $65billion. TheV A’ sprograms
for specially adapted housing

hel ped about 550 disabled veterans
withgrantstotaling morethan $22
millionlastyear.

Insurance: TheV A operatesone
of the largest life insurance
programs in the world. The VA
directly administers six life
insuranceprogramswith 1.8 million
policiesin force. In addition, the
VA supervises the
Servicemembers' Group Life
InsuranceandtheV eterans’ Group
Life Insurance programs. These
programs provide $729 billion in
insurance coverage to 2.8 million

veterans, active-duty members,
reservistsand Guardsmen, plus3.1
million spouses and children.

In 2003, VA life insurance
programsreturned $569 millionin
dividends to 1.5 million veterans
holding VA lifeinsurancepolicies,
andpaidanadditional $2.42billion
in death claims and other
disbursements.

Vocational Rehabilitation: The
VA’sVocational Rehabilitationand
Employment Program provides
services to enable veterans with
service-connected disabilities to
achievemaximumindependencein
daily living, and, to the greatest
extent feasible, to obtain and
maintainemployment. Duringfiscal
years 1998 through 2003, 52,423
program participants achieved
rehabilitation by obtaining and
maintai ning suitableemployment.
Additionally, during that same
period, 7,658 participantsachieved
rehabilitation through maximum
independencein daily living.

The National Cemetery
Administration(NCA) managesthe
country’s network of national
cemeteries with more than 2.5
million gravesitesat 120 national
cemeteriesin 39 states and Puerto
Rico, aswell asin33soldier’slots
and monument sites. Most men
and women who have beenin the
military areeligiblefor burial ina
national cemetery, as are their
dependent children and
usually their spouses. Last
year, about 90,000 veterans
were buried in the VA's
national cemeteries.
Additionally, in 2003, the
VA provided nearly
345,000 headstones and
markers and 254,600
Presidential Memorial
Certificates to the loved
ones of deceased veterans. VA-
assisted state veterans cemeteries
provided more than 18,000
interments.

The VA has six national
cemeteries in New York; the
Calverton National Cemetery and
theLonglsland National Cemetery
in Long Island, the Cypress Hills
National Cemetery, in Brooklyn,
theWoodlawn National Cemetery,
inElmira, the Gerald B. Solomor
National Cemetery,inSchuylen”

Continued on next page
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Secretary of Defense Visits New York Guardsmen in Kuwait

KUWAIT

By Capt.MonteHibbert

116" Brigade Combat Team Deputy Public AffairsOfficer
Capt.Robert Giordano

42| D Deputy Public AffairsOfficer

Irag-bound military membersDecember 8 at their
staging camp in Kuwait, including close to 1700
soldiersfromthe U.S. Army’ s42M Infantry Division.

Rumsfeld used thetown-hall typemeeting to addressthe
soldiers and then directly answer soldier questions.

“Firgt, | want to say thank you to each of you—to your
families—for your superb service to our country,” said
Rumsfeld in hisopening statement. “ Y ou are doing noble
work. It's vitally important work, and your country is
deeply grateful.”

After pointing out the significance of December 8 asthe
datethat the United Statesentered World War || morethan
six decades ago, Rumsfeld said that we are once again
facing aglobal conflict.

“Asitwasin 1941, anew generation of Americans has
been askedtocometofreedom’ sdefense,” said Rumsfeld.

Rumsfeld said the reunification of Germany, the debate
over free elections in Ukraine, Afghanistan’s elections,
and the thousands of Iragis coming to the defense of their
country are examples of freedom’s recent advances
worldwide.

“These pivotal momentsin history would not have been
possible had it not been for the determination, and the
daring of America’ sfounders. Generations of Americans
who'’ ve advanced those freedoms at home and helped to
nurture those freedoms abroad,” he said. “Now that duty
falls to you—or more correctly, and | think importantly,
you have each volunteered to accept that duty, and | know
you are up to the task.”

While about half of those attending the event were from
the 116" Brigade Combat Team, attendees also included
soldiers from the 42" Infantry Division Headquarters,
another National Guard brigade, and support units from
the staging camp.

“America sfortunate to have someold pro’sback inthe
field,” said Rumsfeldafter highlighting theproud histories
of the units in attendance.

Rumsfeld reaffirmed his resolve and the resolve of the
United Statesinthe Iragi conflict.

“Y ou know there are those who see the violence taking
place in Irag ... and they say we can't prevall,” said
Rumsfeld. “| seethat violenceand say wemust win. Think
of aworld, just think of aworld, inwhich the butchersand
themurderersareallowedto prevail .”

Rumsfeld said that in today’ s global conflict the stakes
areashigh aswhen President Franklin Roosevelt spokeat
the dawn of the U.S. entranceinto WWI1, when he vowed

l ' .S. Secretary of DefenseDonald Rumsfeldvisited

to defend ourselves and defeat treachery no matter how
long it takes.

“Asbeforeit fallsto you and to our country to win this
test of wills, and to see it through to victory,” he said. “I
ask you all toremember thisinthedifficult and thetrying
moments that you'll face. There is perhaps no greater
calinginlife than doing what you are doing—serving on
freedom’sfrontlines.”

Heconcluded hisspeech by againthanking those present
for their serviceand then opened up thefloor for questions.

Questionsfrommilitary membersintheaudienceincluded
topicssuchasthebalanceof forcesintheU.S. and abroad,
the plan for U.S. forces in Irag, the availability of up-
armored vehicles, non-NATO country involvement inthe
coalition, pay and benefitsfor National Guard and reserve
soldiers and Department of Defense and Army policy
regarding enlistment and retention.

Rumsfeld saidthat theU.S. hasapproximately 2.5million
troopsit can call onat any time and compared that number
withtheapproximately 200,000 currently inthelraqi theater.
“You can be sure we have the capability we need,” he
reassured. Rumsfeld also assured the group that U.S.
forces would withdrawn from Iraq as soon as sufficient
Iragi security forces are trained, but that the timeline is
contingent on security conditions on the ground.

“It's hard to predict precisely what will take place, but
there sastrongbelief ... that thepeopleof Iraqwill seethat
they haveastakeinthefutureof that country, and that they

will thenbeginto assumegreater and greater responsibility
for the management of their country,” said Rumsfeld.

A couple of soldiers asked questions about equipment,
particularly about the number of up-armored humveesfor
themilitary’ sneedsin Irag.

“It’s essentially a matter of physics. It isn’'t amatter of
money. It isn't amatter on the part of the Army of desire.
I1t's amatter of production and capability of doing it. As
you know, you go to war with the army you have, not the
army you might want or wish to have at alater time,” said
Rumsfeld. “ Since the Irag conflict began, the Army has
been pressing ahead to produce the armor necessary at a
rate that they believe ... isthe rate that is all that can be
accomplished at thismoment.”

There were questions from soldiers regarding
reimbursementsfor travel expenses, perceivedineguity in
pay and benefitsbetween reserveand activeduty soldiers,
and a ‘stop-loss’ policy currently in effect that keeps
military memberson activeduty who might otherwisehave
retired or separated fromthemilitary.

“At the moment we are doing well in terms of attracting
and retaining the people we need and if anything ... the
data suggest that the guard and reserve forces have been
advantaged relatively compared to the active force over
the past four years,” said Rumsfeld.

After taking thefinal question Secretary Rumsfeld took
thetimetominglewiththesoldiers, shakehandsand allow
photos. O

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld visits Irag-bound military members in Kuwait. (Photo by Capt. Robert Giordano)

Veterans, from previous page

andtheBath National Cemeteryin
Bath, New Y ork.

The VA is one of the largest
agencies in our federal
government. As of January 31,
2004, the VA had 232,172
employeesontherolls. Amongall
departments and agencies of the
federal government, only the

Department of Defensehasalarger
work force. Of thetotal number of
VA employees, 210,432 wereinthe
Veterans Health Administration,
12,962 in the Veterans Benefits
Administration, 1,498 in the
National Cemetery System, 3,193in
the V eterans Canteen Service and
425intheRevolving Supply Fund.
Therest— 3,662 employees—are
in various staff offices

TheVA isasoaleaderinhiring
veterans. About 52 percent of all
male employees are veterans and
asof January 31,2004, theV A had
9,786 women employees who
served in the U.S. armed forces.
About 57 percent of male and 28
percent of female veteran
employees served during the
VietnamWar. Morethan7 percent
of al VA employees are disabled

veterans and four hold the Medal
of Honor.

Almost all honorably discharged
veterans can qualify for one or
more VA benefits but they must
enroll with a VA Medical Center
for medical care and submit an
application for those benefits
administered by VBA. You can
obtaininformation and assistance
be either visiting the VA facility

nearest you, calling the toll free
number at 1-800-827-1000 or
visiting the VA website at
www.va.org. The VA exists to
provide the best possible services
toour nation’ sveterans. Ifyouare
a veteran, you have earned these
benefits by your dedication and
servicetoour country. You should
take advantage of these benefits
and utilize your VA system. O
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Flight of two

New York Soldiers Set Ferry Distance Record
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Yukon Territory: With few fuel locations,
meticulous fuel calculations were made. A
change inwind speed or direction could be the
difference between arriving safely priorto ETA
or completing a precautionary landing in the
wilderness.
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By Capt. Kathy Sweeney
Guard Times Staff

hentheNational Guard Bureautransferredthree

UH-60 Blackhawksfrom Bravo Company, Third

Battalion 142" Aviation, Long|sland, totheN.J.

Army National Guardin July for Operation Iragi

Freedom, Soldiersat the Army Aviation Support

Facility Number One (AA SF1), Ronkonkoma, weretasked to ferry
hometwo newer Blackhawks from Alaskato make up for theloss.

Thetwo Blackhawk crewsconsisted of 1st Lt. JamesHubert, Chief
Warrant Officer 4 Vince Carrabba, Chief Warrant Officer 3 Neal
Humphries Chief Warrant Officer 3 David Cox, Staff Sgt. James
Holloman, Staff Sgt. Sam Carreras, Sgt. Tom Teufel and Spc. Smith
Bapthelus.

The crewsstarted their 26-hour duty day on Jul. 1, leaving N.Y . to
board one of three commercial flights that would take them to
Anchorage, Alaska.

The four-hour time difference was the first of many adjustments
made, including getting rest in Alaska's 22-hour, summer daylight.
Additionally, required navigation publications had to be addressed
prior to their departure, and the Alaska Air National Guard's 210"
Rescue Squadron provided the current publications and charts
required, which enabled them to embark on thelong journey home.

TheSoldiersferriedtheBlackhawkshometo support theRepublican
National Convention—crucial air support wasneeded duetotheloss
of three Blackhawksto N.J.

Lieutenant Hubert was appointed air mission commander. He and
his two crews overcame various difficulties, setting a N.Y. Army
National Guard helicopter ferry flight record in the process.

Planningis paramount on any helicopter flight, and, on thisrecord
setting trip, Lieutenant Hubert said crews had to “make several
course changes due to deteriorating weather.” The journey was
particularly challenging due to the vast wilderness overflown and

L]

that the Blackhawks were not configured with lon§+ange fuel
tanks—their range was roughly two hours, 30 minutes fncluding
reservetime, inno-wind conditions. Fuel stopshad tobemeti cdl ou.sly
planned, factoring in wind direction and speed—difficult ineg
wilderness without weather reporting stations. In addition, crews © |
wererequired toland with 20 minutesof fuel remainingwhen flights
operated under Visual Flight Rules (VFR) and 30 minutes of fuel
remaining when flights operated under Instrument Flight Rules
(IFR)—basically I FR conditionsexist if theweather i slessthan 1000
foot ceiling and lessthan 3 milesvisibility.

“Thisferry flightencompassed VFR, IFR, Special VFRandmountain
flying conditions combined with remote area operations related to
our unit’ swartimemission” said Chief Warrant Officer Humphries.
Theaviator crew chief instructorswereableto takeadvantage of the
changing scenarios to accomplish required tasks for progression
training.

Readiness levels measure a Soldier's progress through various
phases of Army aviation training while allowing experience and
familiarity withareasof flying. A training flightisusually plannedto
allow pilots and crew chiefs to progress through their levels, but
sometimesthereisa“real-world” situationthat allowsbothmissions.
This benefits crews because circumstances are not artificialy
controlled, which forces responses to unforeseen problems such as
weather and maintenance.

“Rigorousand demanding flying, incorporated with areal mission
scenario, paiddividends...” stated Chief Warrant Officer Humphries.

“This training would normally take about one year with a
normal...Soldier,” said Staff Sgt. Holoman.

Staff Sgt. Carrerasstated“ continuity of trainingwasthekey for our
Soldiers. They were exposed to almost every scenario required for
their advancement...”

Theentireflighttook fivedaysincluding 29 hours flight time. Flight
days were scheduled to accomplish inspections and |eave room for
unforeseen events such as weather or maintenance issues. O

Alberta, Canada: Continued weather
cause 1%t Lt. James Hubert to change
head southeast through Alberta.
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The UH 60 Black Hawk provides air assault, general support, aeromedical
evacuation, command and control and special operations support to combat
and stability and support operations. As a tactical utility helicopter, it replaced
the UH-1 “Huey.” The versatile Black Hawk has enhanced the overall mobility
of the Army, due to dramatic improvements in troop capacity and cargo lift
capability, and will serve as the Army’s utility helicopter in the Objective Force.
On the asymmetric battlefield, it provides the commander the agility to get to
the fight quicker and to mass effects throughout the battlespace across the
full spectrum of conflict. An entire 11-person, fully-equipped infantry squad can
be lifted in a single Black Hawk, transported faster than in predecessor
systems, in most weather conditions. The Black Hawk can reposition a 105
mm Howitzer, its crew of six, and lift up to 30 rounds of ammunition
in a single lift. The aircraft's critical components and systems are
armored or redundant, and its airframe is
designed to protect the
occupants...

Making the long journey, Blackhawk aircrew of the Third
Battalion 142" Aviation, Long Island in a group photo with one
of two Blackhawks flown their starting point in Bryant, Alaska,
from top left, Staff Sgt. Sam Carreras, 1st Lt. James Hubert,
Guard Facts: Chief Warrant Officer 4 Vince Carrabba, Spc. Smith Bapthelus,

. from bottom left, Sgt. Thomas Teufel, Staff Sgt. James Holloman,
UH_60L Blac khawk Chief Warrant Officer 3 David Cox, Chief Warrant Officer 3

Neal Humphries. (Courtesy photos)

Manufacturer: Skorsky (CT)

g Max gross weight: 22,000 |bs.
— 5 Empty weight: 11,400 Ibs.

’ Max. speed: 193 kts. (222 m.p.h.)
Cruise: 150 kts. (173 m.p.h.)
Economy: 128 k.t.s (148 m.p.h.)
Capacity: 15 troops (W/three crew)
External load: 9000 Ibs
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Back in the U.S.: Nine stops
— from Great Falls, Mont. to Islip,
N.Y. covering over 2100 miles.
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el Islip, N.Y.: After five days and 4,020 statute miles

including 29 hrs. flight time, the Soldiers land at their

destination. Long and shortflight days were scheduled to

accomplish inspections and leave room for unforeseen
events such as weather or maintenance issues. The
Blackhawks were immediately putto use, supporting the
2004 Republican National ConventionatNYC.
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A Christmas Patrol to Remember...or Forget

TAJI, IRAQ

By Joseph Giordono
Used with permission from Stars and Stripes, a DoD publication.
Copyright 2005 Stars and Stripes. Please do not reprint.

onethey’ll want to forget First, aHumveeflipped over

into acanal, temporarily submerging an inverted Sgt.
Drew Neason. Then on theway back from the patrol, two
more Humvees slipped off the muddy trails. Later, Pvt.
Anibal Lugo wasforced to firewarning shotsat acar that
apparently wanted to ram the convoy. In between, the 3rd
Platoon, Company A, 1st Battalion, 69th I nfantry Regiment
soldiersgot into afirefight.

“I’ve been shot at morethis Christmasthan all the other
onescombined,” 2nd Lt. Stan Westmoreland said, shaking
hishead asthe convoy returned toitsbase after acold, wet
Christmas Day patrol through ankle-deep mud.

The day started out like any other, save for the slow
drizzle of rainthat had begun early Christmas morning.

AsWestmoreland gave the platoon a patrol briefing, he
emphasized the possible dangers: insurgents looking for
aChristmasstrike, several possibleroadsidebombsfound
along well-used routes, slick roads.

Thelast one cameinto play first.

Asthe convoy traveled along country roads paralleling
canals filled with waist-high water and reeds, the rain
turned the trails to a thick, muddy slurry.

When the lead Humvee nearly dlid off the road, the
soldiers got out. Soon, it was teetering on the edge of the
road.

The platoon attached the first Humvee to another and
tried to pull it back onto the road. Instead, the side of the
road caved in, flipping the Humveeinto the canal.

As soldiers shouted for a medic and rushed to pull out
Neason, who had beeninthedriver’ sseat, thewheelsspun
and smoke poured out from the upside-down vehicle.

I twasaChristmasthey’ll alwaysremember. Or maybe

When asoaking-wet Neason emerged fromthe Humvee
shaken but uninjured, everyone breathed a sigh of relief.

“1 couldfeel itstarttogo, sol justbraced myself,” Neason
told Sgt. William Gamble, one of the first to reach the
vehicleand pull Neasonout. “ | could hear youyelling and
| yelled back, but my head was underwater.”

Oncethey were sure Neason was OK, thesoldiersjoked
and laughed whilean M-88 recovery vehicle cameto pull
the Humvee out of the canal.

Asthesoldierswadedintothecanal torecover itemsfrom
the Humvee, they shook their heads at how they were
spending Christmas. By then, it was getting dark and,
backtracking along the road, the soldiers headed back to
base.

Beforelong, Lugo yelled out that the convoy wastaking
fire.

Red tracer roundsflew in, most passing afew feet ahead
andabovethevehicles. Lugoreturned firewith hismounted
.50-caliber machine gun. Sgt. Michael Honore popped
down hiswindow and shot back with hisM-4rifle.

Sgt. Andrew Neason is helped out of the Humvee after being
briefly trapped. The Christmas Day patrols were hampered by
deep mud and rain.

Spc. Anibal Lugoruiz crouches down in the gunner's hatch of
a Humvee during the Christmas Day patrol in the countryside
surrounding Baghdad.

A few flareswereshot into theair about 200 metersaway
from the convoy, and the firing continued.

L ater, the sol diers specul ated about who was shooting at
them — whether it was insurgents or possibly a nervous
Iragi National Guard checkpoint near amain road.

“Merry [expletive] Christmas,” someonemuttered.

On the last stretch of road before the camp, a car sped
towardthelast Humveeinthecolumn. Lugo, inthegunner’s
seat, flashed alight at it, warning the driver to back off.
When the car kept coming, he put two warning shotsinto
itwith his.50-caliber.

Finally, the convoy rolled through the gates of Camp
Cookewith 30 minutesto sparebeforethediningfacilities
stopped serving their special Christmas dinners.

As the Humvees pulled up to the weapons clearing
station, where soldiersmade sureno liveroundswere still
intheir guns, Lugobrokeintoaset of Christmascarolsfrom
up in the gunner’s hatch.

“Althoughit’ sheen said, many times, many ways,” Lugo
sang, remarkably on key, “Merry Christmasto you.” O
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Attention all enlisted Soldiers
Are you still competing for
promotion points? Not utilizing
all of your talents? While you
are waiting for the STAP list to
post, consider joining the
Warrant Officer Corps.
Become a Warrant Officer
For more information regarding
warrant officer opportunities,
contact Chief Warrant Officer 3
Jackie O'Keefe or the Warrant
Officer Branch at518-786-4889.
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Liberty’s Rear Stabilizer Links Soldiers, Families

FORT DRUM

By Spc. Christopher Connelly
Headquarters, 42™ Infantry Division

stabilizer makesor keepssomething

‘ \ steady. Inaracecar, itisthestabilizer
that keepsthecar centeredandlevel

on aracetrack. For the Rainbow Division
and Task ForceLiberty, thedivision’sRear
Detachment helps keep the task force
centered and on track as the Soldiers move
quickly toaccomplishtheir missioninlrag.
TheRear Detachment isthelink between
Soldiers, their families and all the Army
resources and equipment necessary to
support the mission. Their role will be to
assume the responsibilities of the division
staff deployed forward. The Rear
Detachment is a conduit for timely and
accurate information and assistance to
families, unit Family ReadinessGroups, the
stateNational Guard AdjutantsGeneral and

Lt. Col. Paul Hulslander, works with Capt. Mike
Shipman as 1%t Lt. Kuen Park G-6 looks on.
(Photo by Spc. Christopher Connelly)

United States Army Reserve commanders.
Equally important, theunit Rear Detachment
provides oversight and coordination for
Soldier training and equipment fielding for
replacement operations to the task force
forwardinlrag.

“Thisisthefirsttimearear detachment of
this size has been put together for overseas
deploymentsinceWW!I1,” accordingto Rear
Detachment 1% Sgt. Maurice Agard.
Traditionally, active duty units establish
rear detachments at their installation to
support the needs of deployed units. Since
thisisthefirsttimeinover 50yearsaNational
Guard combat division headquarters has
deployed on a large scale, it requires the
establishment of arear detachment. All this
supportwill beprovidedfromFt. Drum, N.Y.

“Support to Soldiers' families during
mobilizationand deploymentiscrucial,” said
Col. Russell Catalano, the Rear Detachment
Commander. TheRear Detachment “will do
all they cantoassistfamiliesinany way they
can, no matter how small the issue may
seem,” he added.

“1t’ sour responsibility to take care of our
Soldiersandtheir families. Thistaskforceis
onebigfamily andwewill takecareof each
other in all situations,” said Catalano.

“Wehavealready had afamily emergency
back home and we quickly becamethelink
betweenthe Soldier overseasandtheir family
member, and it went very smoothly,” said
Agard.

“If thereisaproblemin thedivision task
force or with a family member, the Rear
Detachment will do their utmost to correct
it,” said Catalano. “Inanutshell,it’ sour job
todoall wecanto correct an issue that may
exist so we can relieve the family and the
Soldier of their concerns.”

Since families will need additional
assistance, the division task force will
establish afamily assistance counselor and
aliaison officer at selected armories and at
four mobilization stations. The Rear
Detachment has responsibility for those
personnel, and significant coordination and
communicationisanticipated betweenthem.

“Wewill doall wecanfor thefamily and
Soldiers, and the Rear Detachment staff
understands that philosophy. Bottom line
— it's not about us, but about the Soldiers
andtheir families,” said Catalano.

The Rear Detachment staff mirrors the
Rainbow Divisionstaff infunctionandform
inorder to performthosedutiesnecessary to
represent Task Force Liberty back in the
states. It allowsthe42™|nfantry Divisionto
provideonepoint of contact for awiderange
of needs. These include monitoring
replacement personnel training and
deployment to supervising the shipment of
required equipment overseas into theater.

“Inshort, wewill doAtoZ,” said Catalano.
This will help the Soldier of Task Force
Liberty stay focused on their task at hand
and make the transition into theater easier.

All Rear Detachment Soldiersmet all the
same training, medical standards and
immunizationsrequiredof all deployingtask
force Soldiers. The members of the Rear
Detachment trained as if they themselves
were being deployed.

The Rear Detachment is serious about
what they have to do and understand the
tremendouseffortit’ sgoing to taketo make
the mission successful, according to
Catalano.

Many Soldiers of the Rear Detachment
would love to deploy forward with the
Rainbow Division, according to Catalano.

Col. Russell Catalano, Rear detachment
Commander oversees Capt. Richard Agostini,

Secretary General Staff as he signs work
orders. (Photo by Spc. Christopher Connelly)

Catalano explainedtohisSoldiersthat their
role here isimportant to the success of the
Rainbow Division’smission. “TheArmy’s
structureis defined to support all aspects of
asuccessful mission,” Catalano said, “and
thereisaplaceand aneedfor every Soldier.
Everyone’ smissionisimportantandno one
jobismoreimportant thananother,” hesaid.

“1 couldn’t be happier with this group,”
said Catalano.

“We are ateam... no, let's make that a
family anditwill takeagreat effort asafamily
to make it happen. We must, as a family,
support and communicate, and we are
working to that end,” said Catalano.

“Wearepreparedtowork countlesshours,
and wewill dowhat isnecessary to support
the Soldiers and their families. In a short
period of time this group has demonstrated
their desireto do what it takes. The energy
level that the officer and enlisted personnel
display ishighand | am proud to servewith
them,” said Catalano. O

Central Irag by theend of February

movement fromKuwaittolragand

forces.

conducted a leaders’

Rainbow
Trains
for Tikrit
area

TIKRIT, IRAQ

By Spc.lsmail Turay Jr.
Army NewsService

In an effort to ensure that their
upcoming transfer of authority
occurs without a hitch, the 1st
Infantry and 42nd Infantry
divisionsheldaday-longRelief In
Placerehearsal inTikrit Dec. 5.

The42ID, whichisanarmof the
New Y ork Army National Guard,is
scheduledtotakecontrol of North

forayearlongtour of duty. ThellD
has been in-country since
February of this year. The
“Rainbow Division” is the first
National Guard contingenttobein
chargeof anentireareaof operation
inthe Middle East.

About 200 leaders, including
both commanding generals from
the divisions, filled Forward
Operation Base Danger’s theater
for therehearsal.

Inthedaysleadingtothedry run,
each42nd 1D brigadeand battalion
commander shadowed his 11D
counterpart, and both drafted a
plan. The commanders presented
their plans during the rehearsal,
andthegeneral sapprovedthemor
made suggestions for
improvements.

TheplanspresentedtoMagj. Gen.
John Batiste of the 1ID and the
42ndID’ sMgj. Gen. Joseph Taluto
included troops’ rest plan,

the1lID’ swithdrawal fromlrag.
Prior to the plan presentations,
1ID officialsgavethe42ID abrief
overview of theareaof operations,
whichincludesfiveprovinces. The

“Our reconnaissance
has been constant and
consistent, and I think it
has been worth every
effort...”

Big Red One also briefed the
Rainbow Soldiers on the various
tribes in each province, their
economical status, population, the
supply routes and the like.

Also discussed were the
capabilities of the enemy,
tendencies, trends, lessonslearned
and the various attacksinsurgents
have launched against coalition

ThellD Soldierstoldtheir 421D
counterpart about challenges the
Big Red One faced and lessons it
learned the past year.

“(The rehearsal) is al about
sharing good ideas,” Batiste told
the throng of Rainbow and Big
Red One Soldiers. He urged the
42IDtouseforceagainst theenemy
whenever necessary, but the goal
should be to end the violence
becausethevast majority of Iragis
want peace.

The Rainbow Division
headquarters mobilized in early
June and came to Tikrit to do a
reconnaissance, get acquainted
with the area and learn from the
11D, Talutosaid.

In mid June, another
headquarters team — mainly the
division support command
returned for another
reconnaissance. Then in July the
brigadeand battalioncommanders

reconnaissance.

Taluto and his staff returned in
August for athird reconnai ssance
and continued towork closely with
the 11D commanders and staffs.

“Our reconnaissance has been
constant and consistent, and | think
it has been worth every effort,”
TautosaidinJuly.“Weoweareal
debt of gratitudetothe1st Infantry
Division for theway it' sreceived
us. It's been wonderful and
professional in every sense of the
word.”

Because the division was
comprised of unitsfrom 26 states,
MacArthur made the statement,
“Thisdivision stretchesacrossthe
land likearainbow,” and the42nd
1D becameknown asthe Rainbow
Division.

The42nd D stretchesacrossnine
states, but 67 percent of itsSol diers
arelocated in New Y ork and New
Jersey. O
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COLONEL
SAMMARCO PETER J 53D HQ DET AR LIAISON (ARFOR)

LIEUTENANT COLONEL
DREISBACH GREG WILLIAM DET 1 HHC 250 SIG BN

MAJOR

PENALVER NOEL HHC () 27TH IN BDE

DUDZIAK DANIEL GERARD HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

SHAW ROGER EDWARD HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
COLOMBO JOHN MADIERA HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

EVANS ANDRAE JAMES HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

ORTIZBURGOS CARMELO RAFAEL HHC 42 IN DIV(-)
ACEVEDO RICHARD HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV

SETTINO RICHARD WILLIAM HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV
SALDANA NARCISO ANTONIO HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV
BOUSQUET STEPHEN MATTHEW CO C (-) 342D FWD SPT BN
CRITELLI APRIL 2ND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM (WMD)
AMROSKI PETER ANTHONY HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
EVANS FREDERICK JOHN AV HHC DIV AV BDE FWD 3
TULLY MATHEW BOUDREAU 2ND BN 106TH REG (RTB)
BAKER TONY JOHN HHC 27TH AREA SUPPORT GROUP

CAPTAIN

PARK KEUN WAN PAUL HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

MCNITT DAGE ERIC HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

GEE HENRY 37TH FINANCE DET

LAMORA BRYAN JAMES 827TH ENGR CO

KNOWLES ALEXANDER HART HHC 642D MI BATTALION

SECOND LIEUTENANT
CONNOLLY MICHAEL DALE CO A 3-142D AVIATION
BRANDLE JASON CHRISTOPHER CO B 3-142D AVIATION

FIRSTLIEUTENANT

LANGE ROBERT HERMAN 442D MILITARY POLICE CO
MORATH AIMEE MARY 105TH MP CO

CHARLES KEVIN CO B (-) 204 ENGR BN

BROWN LAURA BLINDA HHD 369TH CORPS SPT BN
MCBEAN MARCIA ANGELA CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
BRANLEY KENNETH RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
HAYES THOMAS NATHANIEL HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
KING JOHN EDWARD 101 AR TRP TRP E CAV REAR

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 4

JOHNSON MICHAEL WADE CO A 3-142D AVIATION
HAACK WOLFGANG PETER CO B 3-142D AVIATION
WAGNER KENT WILLIAM DET 20 OPER SPT ALFT CMD

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 2
PADILLA PETER LUIS 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
HOFFMAN DANIEL JEREMY CO B 3-142D AVIATION

MASTER SERGEANT

LENNOX ANDREW R 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP

COLON JOSE A HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN

TORRES HECTOR GILL HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN

ERVILLE LINDA M NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ
IP A HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV

OBERT LEE JR DET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)

EL DET 1 272D CHEMICAL CO
7TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)

C 27TH AREA SUPPORT GROUP

() 1-108TH INF

1-127TH ARMOR

R HHC 3RD BDE 42ND ID (M)
42 IN DIV(-)

HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN

ET 2 HHC 27TH IN BDE

199TH ARMY BAND (-)

HN HHD ENGINEER BDE 42 ID
HONY H & S CO 204 ENGR BN
TH TRANSPORTATION CO

9TH TRANSPORTATION CO
1569TH TRANSPORTATION CO
H TRANSPORTATION CO

H TRANSPORTATION CO

E 11l HHC 1-105TH INF
NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE

CLARKE FABIO ADOLFO CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
COVINGTON ODESSA A CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

KENT JAMES DANE CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

BOULERIS TODD FRANCIS CO C 3-142D AVIATION
HOLMES JOHN FRANCIS 42 INFANTRY DIVISION DET
BUTRON-SANTULLI ELISE J 14TH FINANCE DET
BORLAND WALTER PAUL 827TH ENGR CO

MCCRACKEN MARK MICHAEL DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
HAWKER NATHAN JEFFERY HQS 106TH REGIMENT (RTI)
STORY VICTOR JEROME DET 1 HHC 107TH SUPPORT GROUP
STABLER RONALD PAUL HSC 642D SUPPORT BN

KIBLER MICHAEL ANTHONY 156 FA BN 01 HHS FWD 3
EISENBERG JONATHAN SCOTT 101 AR BN 01 DET 1 HHC
GARCIA VINCENT CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

GREENE JOHN JOSEPH JR 642 CS BN HSC FWD 3

RISLEY JEFFREY VAN JR DET 1 105 MP CO

PICHURA GEORGE ROBERT 206 CS HHD CSB FWD
BAILLARGEON RONALD CLYDE 427TH MAINT CO (DS)
JACKSON TIMOTHY JOHN HHC 27TH AREA SUPPORT GROUP

STAFF SERGEANT

KNIGHT MICHAEL RAYMOND HHC () 27TH IN BDE
DEVARY JAMES MATTHEW CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
VANOSDEL KRISTOPHER JON CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
CHIARENZA MELCHIORRE LUCIUS HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
LUO QIYU HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

WALCK JASON LAWRENCE CO B 1-108TH INF

SMITH ALAN R HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

LEMANSKI JAMES HARRY CO A 1-127TH ARMOR
NEWMAN MARK ALLEN HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
HIRTZEL RAYMOND JAMES HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
HERNANDEZ ANDY E HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

PEARSON WILLIAM LOREN HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

DAVIS RANDOLPH 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP

STOKES PAUL R 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP

DAVIS TERRANCE ANDREW 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
GANG WILLIAM JOSEPH I 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
ROBINSON FRANK 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
ANDERSON CLEMENTE 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
RODRIGUEZ NOEL 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP

LAIRD DERREL TIMOTHY 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
GONTAREK STANLEY JR 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
HEATON SCOTT JOHN 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
FIELDS DAVID MARK 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
AGOSTO CASILDO HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN

ODUSANYA OLA BOBATUNDE HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN
HALLS LEONARD L HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN

PERKINS CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL 145TH MAINT CO
BROWN JESSIE JR 145TH MAINTENANCE CO

TIBBLES RONALD LYNN 145TH MAINTENANCE CO

DEJESUS LEONCIO 145TH MAINTENANCE CO

SYMONDS JAY EDWARD CO A(-) 204 ENGR BN

ROBINSON RONALD CLIFFORD JR CO B (-) 204 ENGR BN
RAMLAKHAN STEPHEN HHD 27TH FINANCE BN
LEHNERTMICHAEL NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
COLE LAURA MARIA NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
SANTANA JAVIER ALOMAR ARNG JOINT FORCE HQ
BARKSDALE ANTHONY E 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO C
NARVAEZ REYNALDO CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

BAUER STEVEN MICHAEL CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
SERRANO ANGEL LOUIS 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO A

KLINE DARRIN JAMES CO D 1-127TH ARMOR

GANGARAM DANIEL CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

GLOVER REGGIE CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

RUIZ JOSEPH KENNETH CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

REID JOHN MARK ANTONIO CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
MALDONADO JOSE ANTONIO 69 IN BN 01 CO B REAR
SMITH DEAN DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE

ARROWOOD RICHARD RAY DET 1 HHC 1-108TH INF
HENRY MATTHEW CHARLES DET 2 CO C 1-108TH INF
ADAMS JASON LEE 108 IN BN 01 AASLT D CO FWD

CIOCH MARK ANTHONY CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN

NORTON WALTER RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
HAMILL ERIN LINSEY RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
CASEY MARTIN RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
REDICK EARL RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
SOLOMON JAMES RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
MCDOUGALL THEODORE E 1l RECRUITING AND RETENTION
SPARROW ANDREW RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
BLASS MICHAEL RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
JONES JOSEPH GARFIELD 108 IN BN 01 CO B FWD 2
QUINTANA GUILLERMO 108 IN BN 01 CO B FWD 2
ROLLOCK JOSEPH MANNASSEH DET 1 272D CHEMICAL CO
MORGIA SCOTT A DET 1 272D CHEMICAL CO

HERBST JONATHAN PAUL 101 AR BN 01 CO D REAR
BARNES ROAN TRAVOLTA CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

ARROYO DAVID JR HHC 642D MI BATTALION

TOPLIFFE DENIS MYLES HHC 642D MI BATTALION
MOYA LUISA CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN

APPARICIO VICKEY MARIE 642 CS BN HSC REAR

GARCIA DAVIS FRANCIS 642 CS BN HSC FWD

SANCHEZ JOSEIAS NEALE 642 CS BN HSC FWD

HALEY LAWRENCE DANA JR 53 HQ HQ LIAISON FWD
LOPEZ MARIO 206 CS HHD CSB FWD

WILLIAMS GARRY CHARLES 222D MILITARY POLICE CO
BARRY TRAVIS LEE 222D MILITARY POLICE CO

JOPSON MELVIN JR 1427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK
FOX EDWARD ANTHONY 1427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK
VEGA EDWARD JR 1427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK
HEMMERICK MICHAEL E 1427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK

i EER I =
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hoto by Sgt. 1st Class Steven Petibone)

d, Spc. Bernadette Berrios, Wire Systems Repairer, 145" Maintenance Company, ground guides a Humvee
il car near the Kingston Armory in November. The Humvees were shipped to Fort Benning, Ga., where more
s of the 145" will prepare for their mobilization to CENTCOM in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom for up
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PETERS CLIFFORD J 427TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
EDWARDS MAURICE 2427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK

SERGEANT

MANLEY DWAYNE RUSSELL HHC (-) 27TH IN BDE

FOY RICHARD Ill CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)

GARCIA HAROLD MARK CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
STRZALKA RICHARD PHILLIP CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
MELECIO JOSE LUIS CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
ATHANS PETER NICHOLAS CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
DAWSON CHRISTOPHER SCOT CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
MILLS BRYAN JAMES CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)

ROWH WILLIAM SCOTT CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
SHARP PATRICK RYAN CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
TORRES ARMANDO JOSE CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
DIAZ EFRAIN M HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

JUNG YOUN HUN HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

ANDERSON ADAM GLENN CO A 1-127TH ARMOR
STANTON WALTER GERALD CO B 1-127TH ARMOR
DESTRO AARON QUINN CO B 1-127TH ARMOR
WINCHESTER JASON LEE CO B 1-127TH ARMOR
DEARMITT WILLIAM PAUL CO C 1-127TH ARMOR
MCCOY DAVID ARDEN CO C 1-127TH ARMOR

DINGY KENNETH MORGAN JR HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
SWANSON STEVEN MICHAEL HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
WICKSTROM KEVIN DALE HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
PIKAS BOHDAN JASON HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
WILLARD CHRISTOPHER G HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
FARR EUGENE RAYMOND JR 108 IN BN 02 AASLT HHC
PHINNEY OLIVER JESSE Ill  CO B 1-101ST CAVALRY
WALCZAK MICHAEL ANTHONY HHC 42 IN DIV(-)
OLIVER NIKO OMAR HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

SMITH TAMARA LYNN HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

DUNN DAVID MICHAEL 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
MEINCKE MATTHEW DOUGLAS 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
CALHOUN JARED ALLEN 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
WIECHEC JASON MICHAEL 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
ESPINAR SHERWIN ARCELUZ 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
GREENE CHAD MICHAEL 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
BURKE CRYSTAL MARIE HHD 206 CORPS SPT BN
BORDACK ANGELA MARIE 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
SMALL CHRISTOPHER 145TH MAINTENANCE CO

MOREL JORDANY JOSE 133 OD CO MAINT NONDIV DS
DOCTOR GARY DANT 133 OD CO MAINT NONDIV DS
KRAUSE KEVIN SCOTT H & S CO 204 ENGR BN

BRANFORD NANDI LATOYA Y HHD 27TH FINANCE BN
BIGNESS PAUL JOSEPH NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
SHEAR JAMES JACOB NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
SANCHEZ AVIS ANN NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
BREWER SARAH A NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
GRIDLEY BRYON EDWARD 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO C
RATHBUN ALLAN RICHARD 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO C
CASTER MICHAEL ROBERT 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO C
BRUNDAGE ROBERT CHARLES JR CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
HOLLAND CHRISTOPHER JOHN CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
CODDINGTON TOBY JAMES CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
PARK EDWARD KIM CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

FENG MINGHAO CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

HERNANDEZ DOUGLAS EDWARD CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
DICKSON ANDREW CAMERON JR CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
TTHEW CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

AVID JOSEPH CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

ERIN CHRISTOPHER CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
LO SCOTT JOSEPH CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
CHAEL DONALD CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
HRISTOPHER SCOTT CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
VID LAWRENCE CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
ISLEEJR CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

AUL JOSEPH HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV

| JOSEPH ANTHONY 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO A
JOHN PAUL CO D 1-127TH ARMOR

GARY STEFFEN CO D 1-127TH ARMOR

RIAN MICHAEL DET 1 HHC 1-127TH ARMOR
L ANGEL CO D 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
TRACE PATRICK CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
M PHIL KEVIN CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
ECTOR LUIS JR CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
ILBERTO WILSON CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
MAN CECIL CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

GARY ANTHONY CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
ANTON OLEN CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

JOSEPH DARRYL KAREEM CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
STREIT TIFFANY PAIGE HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
JENKINS BRIAN ANTHONY HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
KEACH NATHAN WILLIAM CO A 3-142D AVIATION
BUCK IAN PATRICK CO B 3-142D AVIATION

FRISBEE MICHAEL HUGH 204 EN BN CO A DET 2 FWD
LUTTERODT HENRIETTA ERICKA HHD 342D FWD SPT BN
BURLEIGH CRAIG STEPHEN DT 1 CO C 1-108TH INF
ANTHONY MARC RAYMOND DET 1 CO C 1-108TH INF
POOLE ERICA LYNN 4TH FINANCE DET

GONZALES MARK ANTHONY 14TH FINANCE DET
STARR TIMOTHY RAYMOND 827TH ENGR CO

BLAIR MAX CHARLES 69 IN BN 01 HHC FWD

BLISS DANIEL WAYNE TROOP E 101ST CAVALRY

BALL MATTHEW BRYAN DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
MCCONVILLE CINDY MARILYN DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
CALORDINO SCOTT MICHAEL DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
ROSENCRANS JAMES NEWTON DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
HOFFMAN REBECCA LEE DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
SHERMAN KENNETH LEE 108 IN BN 01 AASLT D CO FWD
LEIMKUHLER JEAN MICHAEL 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO D
RENWICK MICHAEL THOMAS CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN
BRASSARD GEANA DAVISON CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN
MCCONKEY AMY MARIE CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN

BOLTON JOSEPH MICHAEL CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN

DIAZ JASON MICHAEL DET 1 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
ARCHER KEITH MICHAEL DET 1 CO C 342D FWD SPT BN
GIARRUSSO MICHAEL 2ND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM (WMD)
RUSSO JON ROBERT DET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)

LINKE ERIC SIEGFRIED DET 1 CO G 137TH AVIATION
MIENS DAVID EUGENE DET 1 CO G 137TH AVIATION
ISLER NICKOLAS PETER DET 1 CO G 137TH AVIATION
HERLEY DANIEL JAMES DET 1 CO G 137TH AVIATION
SILVA GARY RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD

SMITH JEFFREY JAY RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
PONTARI ANTONIO RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
GRAHAM STEPHANIE RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
PERSONS FRANKLIN RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
BOWMAN ERIC MICHAEL 108 IN BN 01 CO B FWD 2
JOYCE JONATHAN CHRISTIAN 108 IN BN 01 CO B FWD 2
GODWIN ERIC BRIAN 108 IN BN 01 CO B FWD 2

BUTLER RICHARD JOHN JR 108 IN BN 01 CO B FWD 2
KING PAUL ROBERT JR 827 EN CO SEP IN FWD

GRAY LEVERNON NAKAI 827 EN CO SEP IN FWD

CYREK MARK JOSEPH 258 FA BN 01 BTRY B REAR NY
SCHWENDLER JOSEPHHHD 369TH WATER SUPPLY BN
TEMPLAR JEROMIE 249TH MED CO AIR AMBULANCE (-)
KACZMAREK CHRISTOPHER 249TH MED CO AIR AMB ()
CONLON SEAN PATRICK 156 FA BN 01 HHS FWD 3
WILSON SPENCER THOMAS 101 AR BN 01 DET 1 HHC
FANCHER KELLY LYNN 42 HHC HVY DIV FWD 2
GONZALEZ ROBERT DET 2 CO B 638 SPT BN

TIRADO BRIAN MATTHEW CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

DESPOT ODELLE DARREN CO C(-) 638 SPT BN
WORTHINGTON BRIAN MARCUS CO C(-) 638 SPT BN
DREW MICHAEL THOMAS HHC 642D MI BATTALION
POTTS SHANNON RICHARD HHC 642D MI BATTALION
RAY PAUL SPENCER HHC 642D M| BATTALION
BALTHAZAR SHELDON HHC 642D M| BATTALION
RAMEAU ALAIN STACY HHC 642D MI BATTALION
EARLY SEAN FREDERICK HHC 642D M| BATTALION
VETTER DAVID ARTHUR HHC 642D MI BATTALION
GROTH THOMAS EDWARD CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN
HUGHES ROBERT BRIAN 204TH ENGINEER DETACHMENT
CRUZ PEDRO JULIO 642 CS BN HSC FWD 3

HOFFMAN JEREMY JOSEPH 53D HQ DET AR LIAISON (ARFOR)
CALDERON JUAN 1569 TC CO MED TRK FWD

GRIFFITH ANTHONY ANDREW 145 OD CO MAINT FWD
SIGG CARL AUGUST 145 OD CO MAINT FWD

GRANT TANYA LOUISE 29 AG HHD PSC FWD

CORPORAL
SCHNELL GERARD PATRICK CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)

SPECIALIST
WIGGINS GARY SCOTT JR HHC (-) 27TH IN BDE

NAUPARI JAIME ANDRES CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
MELENDEZ ACISCLO CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
LOZANO MARIO LUISR CO A 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
AVVOCATO JASON ANTHONY CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
DEMPSEY JOSEPH MICHAEL HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

AFOLABI ADESHOLA OLUFEMI HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

LWIN WAI PHYO HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

HWANG JASON SUNG HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

WAKE ANTHONY JASON HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
SILBERSTEIN DANIEL JAMES C  HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
PRIVITERA CORY MICHAEL HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

EVANS NADARIN AMEL HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

PARADIS DANIEL JOHN CO A 1-127TH ARMOR

MILLER WILLIAM CARL CO B 152D ENGINEER BN

SMITH KEVIN TIMOTHY CO B 152D ENGINEER BN
MILLER THOMAS HENRY PARK 108 IN BN 02 AASLT HHC
MINICH BRADLEY W 108 IN BN 02 AASLT HHC

PORTELA DAYANA HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

HASSON ANDREW DESMOND 442D MILITARY POLICE CO
QUIROZ CESAR AUGUSTO 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
AOUN ALl MOHAMAD 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
HAYES MICHAEL RAY 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
BALLARD DAVID MICHAEL 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO B
HEALY BRIAN JAMES 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO B

DENNY MARCEL HOMER Ill 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
KHOKHAR JOSHUA JASON 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
JEAN PIERRE DANIEL 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
ANTONI JOHN ALEXANDER 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
DELIOTTE AMOS ELISHA 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
FIGUEROA HERIBERTO EDDIE 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
MILLIGAN SCOTT ADAM 105TH MP CO

LANGE KEVIN LOUIS 105TH MP CO

ISAAC BRANDON CHARLES 105TH MP CO

GERACI MICHAEL JOHN CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN
BENENATI VINCENZO ALDO CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN
ASHMAN DUANE ONEIL CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN

MILLER ZACHARY KRISTOPHER H & S CO 204 ENGR BN
FOSTER ASHLEY ANN H & S CO 204 ENGR BN

REQUENA STEVEN MARK HHD 369TH CORPS SPT BN
DONDERO DOMINICK LOUIS JR HHC 1-105TH INF

HAAG NATHAN WILLIAM 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO C
CARRIONDIAZ MIGUEL ARMANDO CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
GORMAN MARK DANIEL CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

PERRY DERRON CHRISTOPHER CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
NEITHARDT MICHAEL ANTHONY CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
MERKEL TAB LYNN JR CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY

SPECHT SCOTT PATRICK CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
VARGAS XAVIER SERAFIN HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV
BIMBER TRISHA LEE CO B 342D FWD SPT BN

BELL ELWYN LEROY Il CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
GONZALEZ LEIDY GRACE 4TH FINANCE DET

ORRIDGE TANESHA MONEAK 14TH FINANCE DET

KIDD DYLAN DET 1 HHB 42 DIVARTY

WASHINGTON ANDRE 69 IN BN 01 HHC FWD

VASQUEZ HERICK 102 OD CO MAINT FWD 2

BARBER ADAM PATRICK TROOP E 101ST CAVALRY
ALLEN AARON CHRISTOPHER TROOP E 101ST CAVALRY
SAFFER BENJAMIN JOSEPH TROOP E 101ST CAVALRY
CARDIN GABRIEL AARON TROOP E 101ST CAVALRY
PYATT GERRY LEMONT 69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
CONWAY OWEN BRIAN 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO D
GEORGES KIMBERLY MARIE CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN
MYERS LORI ANN CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN

PENREE AMY JANE CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN

PIATT RODNEY LEROY CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN

DEAN PAUL EDWARD CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN

OLIVO CLINT ANTHONY DET 1 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
RIPOLL RENE DET 1 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
GARCIA EDUARDO ENRIQUEDET 1 CO C 204TH EN BN
GILRAY JESSICA LYNNHSC 642D SUPPORT BN

MILLER NICHOLAS HUGHHSC 642D SUPPORT BN
GUERRERO ALEJANDRO AMILCARDET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)
NEGRON JOSUE MANUEL DET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)
BALISCIANO FRANK ROBERT 249 MD CO AIR AMBL REARNY
BARRIOS FRANCISCO JR 101 AR BN 01 CO D REAR
HOLMES DANIEL GEORGE 108 IN BN 02 HHC REAR NY
WEBB MALCOLM JEREMY 108 IN BN 02 HHC REAR NY
RUIZ MARIO LIBRADO HHC 642D MI BATTALION
PHYARS GERSHOM NIGEL HHC 642D M| BATTALION
GRANT ALEXIS RENEE HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN

MOLINA NORIS ALEXANDER CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
TAYLOR WALTER CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN

MONTALVO FERDINAND CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN

MOYSE YVESJR CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN

KNIPPING TYRONE 53D HQ DET AR LIAISON (ARFOR)
REMBERT ALEXANDER DORIAN 1569 TC CO MED TRK FWD
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NAUPARI PABLO CESAR 145 OD CO MAINT FWD
HENRIQUES KARLENE NATASHA 145 OD CO MAINT FWD
MCLEAN MICHAEL ANTHONY JR 145 OD CO MAINT FWD
LOMELE DENISE MARIE DET 1 442 MP CO

PSZYK ERIC SCOTT DET 1 105 MP CO

COWLEY TAMRA RASHELLE 206 CS HHD CSB FWD

VALK MATTHEW HHD 104TH MILITARY POLICE BN
DEITERRAKAY VICTORIA 1427TH TRANSCO MEDIUM TRUCK
HANSON CHRISTOPHER 1427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK
HELWIG JEFFREY MARK JR 427TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS

SINGER JEREMY HOWARD HHC (-) 27TH IN BDE

SHAM CHUNG HING HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

FELLINI CHRISTOPHER RICHARD HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
RAMOS ERIC LEE HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

MONGERSON RIENER JESSIE CO B 1-108TH INF
RODRIGUEZ RAMIREZ NELSO DAR CO B 1-108TH INF
MORANO BRIAN JOSEPH HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

LEARN ANDREW LEE CO B 1-127TH ARMOR

BAKER DAVID ALLEN HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
SARAFIN NICHOLAS CO A (-) 152D ENGINEER BN

CLARK JESSICA LYNN HHC 152D ENGINEER BN

LIVANIS CHRISTOPHER GEORGE CO A 1-101ST CAVALRY
ALEGRE EMEL LYNDL 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP

LAIS DOUGLAS IAN 108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO B
SULLIVAN JACK ROBERT108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO B
THAYER AMANDA MARIE 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
GATES KENNETH GEORGE Il 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
PHILLIP GENILE ALISA 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
PLAZA GEORGE LUIS 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
SUAREZ CARLOS ANDRES 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
RUTLEDGE ALIZA MARIE 105TH MP CO

SHEPHARD WILLIAM CHARLES HHD ENGINEER BDE 42 ID
WALKER BARRY STUART JR CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
MARTINEZ JONATHAN CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
MERRITT IAN NATHANIEL CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
VULTAGGIO CARL MARTIN HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV
STEPHENS JOSEPH DET 1 HHC 1-127TH ARMOR

RESTO SANDRA CO B 342D FWD SPT BN

AARON LINDA DEE CO B 342D FWD SPT BN

VETTER JONATHAN LAURANCE 69 IN BN 01 HHC FWD
MANNARA RICHARD ANGELO TROOP E 101ST CAVALRY
CHEETHAM JARROD LEE HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
JOHNSON CLINT MATTHEW DET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)
GILSEY ANDREW AUGUST DET 1 CO G 137TH AVIATION
ALLPORT GLENN ERIC DET 1 CO G 137TH AVIATION
KANG BYUNG GOO 37 FI DET REAR NY

SANCHEZ IVETTE CO C(-) 638 SPT BN

WILLIAMSON MICHAEL HHC 642D MI BATTALION
SANCHEZ BRIAN CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN

RICHARDSON NATALYA CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
MALDONADO BRIAN JOSHUA CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
WATSON TERICA PATRICE CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN
TAVAREZ RICHARD FREDDY SR 145 OD CO MAINT DS REAR
ACHILLE HAERNANDEZ 145 OD CO MAINT FWD
RICKARD AMANDA DANIELLE 145 OD CO MAINT FWD
SPELLMAN THOMAS LAWRANCEWIL 29 AG HHD PSC FWD
PAGAN NOEL JR 206 CSHHD CSB FWD

ROSADO ROBERT ANTHONY 206 CS HHD CSB FWD
DINKINS SHAHNAZ CHARLOTTE 206 CS HHD CSB FWD
POLICK NICHOLAS PAUL HHC 3/142 AVN FWD 5
VANNESS MICHELE LEE 1427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK
KIESZNOSKI JUSTIN 427TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
FOSTER LEAH ALICE 466TH MEDICAL CO AREA SPT
SCHEUER MELISSA 466TH MEDICAL CO AREA SPT

PRIVATE 2

RIVERA MALDONADO TEDDY OMAR COA 1-69TH INFANTRY
OCHOA EDGAR YOVANI HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

SUAZO ELVIS RAUL HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
VANVOLKENBURG MARK ALLEN CO B 1-127TH ARMOR
LABADIE MARCUS DAVID CO C 1-127TH ARMOR
FAHRENFELD KENNETH V JR CO C 1-127TH ARMOR
SPERRY BRANDON JAMES HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
HASENSTAB JOSEPH MICHAEL CO C 152D ENGINEER BN
OVERBY CRYSTAL DENISE HHC 152D ENGINEER BN
KITTLESON DONALD NICHOLAS HHC 152D ENGINEER BN
CALKINS GREGORY MARTIN HHC 1-101ST CAVALRY
MINERO STEVEN JOSEPH HHC 1-101ST CAVALRY
ROSSETTI DOUGLAS JOHN HHC 1-101ST CAVALRY
BRODERICK JERMAINE O HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

BOGARDUS STEVEN LYLE DET 1 CO A 1 BN 105 INF
GARNER CHRISTOPHER HHB 1-258TH FIELD ARTILLERY
COLE STEPHEN LEE MICHAEL 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
EVERETT LAMAR BISHMEALLA CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN
ADARVE JONATHAN HHD 27TH FINANCE BN

ZHU SHARON HHD 27TH FINANCE BN

GEORGOPOULOS DIONYSIA  HHD 27TH FINANCE BN
YATES JASON ANTHONY CO B 1-105 INF

BAGGATTA STEVEN PAUL CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
WHIMPLE JOSHUA MICHAEL CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
BOLDEN KEVEN LAMAR HHC AVN BDE 42 IN DIV

SENGER CHRISTOPHER ROBERT CO C 3-142D AVIATION
MILLER KENNETH ALLEN CO C 3-142D AVIATION

COLE SHANNON RACHEL CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
FINEOUT MATTHEW CHRISTOPHER CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
CAPTAIN BRETT WINSTON DET 1 CO C 1-108TH INF
ZHAO RICHARD FOLGER 4TH FINANCE DET

HAYES BURDETTE RUTHERFORD 827TH ENGR CO
SANTANA SAMUEL RAFAEL 69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR
RESSLER DAVID JOSHUA DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
COLLINS CHRISTOPHER SCOTT CO A(-) 427TH SPT BN
SMITH EBONY CHRISTINA DET 1 CO C 204TH EN BN
CORTES STEVEN RAMON DET 1 CO C 204TH EN BN

WONG SHIUMING DAVID 258 FA BN 01 BTRY C REAR NY
NUNES MARCO ANDRE 101 AR BN 01 DET 1 HHC
KERSWILL JESSICA ANN 42 HHC HVY DIV REAR
FERNANDEZ MIGUEL ANGEL CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
HUMPHREY SCOTT DAVID CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN
DEVOID MICHAEL EVAN CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN
HOLCOMB ROBERT 204TH ENGINEER DETACHMENT
HORTON DALE ROBERT 204TH ENGINEER DETACHMENT
SCOTT CRYSTAL LYN 145 OD CO MAINT DS REAR

LUNA GALO O 145 OD CO MAINT DS REAR

RICHARDS NORDIA 145 OD CO MAINT FWD

ANDERSON PATTY JAZLIN DET 1 442 MP CO

VALOT KEVIN ARTHUR 1156TH ENGR CO PORT OPENING
DURNEY JESSE DONALD 427TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
TEZENO ELIJAH KARRIEM  427TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
SMART STEPHANIE ANN 2427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK

101 AR BN 01 CO D REAR
S35 DAVIES THOMAS FRANCIS

101 AR TRP TRP E CAV REAR
SPC PERRY CLYDE

102D MAINTENANCE CO

SPC BELLJOSEPH JANET

SPC MCNAUGHTON KARA SIMONE
SGT WILLIAMS VALORIE T

105TH MP CO

SPC COOPER DAVID ABSOLUM

SPC IMBURGIA STEPHEN LAWRENCE
SPC LONG JEREMY

107TH MILITARY POLICE CO

SPC CRABTREE LINDSAY MARIE
SGT MOOT SHELDON MARK

SPC ROMAN GILBERT H

SGT WHITTAKER BRADLEY GEORGE

108 IN BN 02 AASLT CO B
SSG TRUDEAU BRIAN KEITH

1

L JOSEPH

R NY
EN WALTER

R NY
JEREMY

T OPENING
CLINTON

E EVA
MES

DIUM TRUCK
E

SGT DEE JOSEPH D

SGT GARDNER JADA YVONNE
SGT HITCHCOCK DAVID CRAIG
SGT HOWARD TODD WILLIAM
CPL SCOTT ROBERT KENNEY
SGT WIDMER ROBERT EUGENE
SPC WINTERS KEITH ALLEN

145 OD CO MAINT DS REAR

SPC ARZOLA VICTOR

SGT BAEZFIGUEROA JUAN ANTONIO
SGT BORRERO GRACE

SGT BURGOS YOLENE

SPC CABA MARIO

SPC CARGILL ALWYN H

SPC CONWAY JOHN STEPHEN JR
SPC DAS ANDREW ANATOLY

SGT FORD RICHARD ALAN

SGT GARCIA MIGUEL ANGEL

SGT GUY FAJR MUWIYAH

SPC GUZMAN EDWIN

SPC JACKSON CAMELLA

SPC JIMENEZ MERY

SPC KELLUM KERY SAMUEL
MSGMACK HENRY BENJAMIN JR
SPC MARTINEZ MARCIA L

SPC MASON TYRONE

SPC MATTHEWS TIFFANY

SPC MURRAY BRIAN

SPC ORTIZ EILEEN

PFC PERROTT DONNA LOIS LANE
SPC RAMOS LUIS MANUEL

SPC ROBLES CARLOS

SPC ROJASTIBANA MILTON

SGT SANTIAGOSANTIAGO WALTER
SPC TRIVINO ELVIS ABRAHAM
SPC WILLIAMS YATASHA MONEK

145 OD CO MAINT FWD
SGT FISH CHARLES

145TH MAINTENANCE CO

SPC FELICIER FELIX A

S35 GEORGE DAVID ALLEN

SGT HERNANDEZ FERNANDO
SPC JACKSON MICHAEL LEROY
SPC LAPORTE EDWIN CHARLES
SPC POLK KIMBERLY TATJANA

14TH FINANCE DET
SPC FEUER MATTHEW RICHARD JUAN

1569 TC CO MED TRK FWD
SPC CARDONASERNA LUIS ANDRES

1569TH TRANSPORTATION CO
SFC BROWN CHARLES V

SGT BRYANT REGINALD ALONZA
SPC EDWARDS GAGNE DEIGHTON
SGT LUGO ANTONIO

SGT NELSON JOHNNY LEVY

1ST BATTALION 108TH INF
CPL MERCHANT HUBERT CLARENCE JR

1ST BATTALION 142D AVIATION
SGT MARSHALL CORNELL JR

206 CS HHD CSB REAR

SPC ALLEYNE DARLENE AMANDA
SGT AZORO VERONICA UGOCHI

SPC CAPERS BRIAN SCOTT

SPC FRAZIER KENNETH LEE

MSG GRADO JOSEPH T

SGT GRAHAM CARLTON

SPC LEVANT LASHAUNDA LATOYA
S5 MASTIN TROY STEWART

SPC MCNEILL SHAFIKA ANGELICA

222D MILITARY POLICE CO
SPC WALKER WENDY ANN

2427TH TRANS CO MEDIUM TRUCK
SPC VIETH CHAD MICHAEL

258 FA BN 01 BTRY B REAR

SPC BRYANT DONALD C

SPC JACKSON TOMMY L

SGT KNEUT CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL
SPC MATOS RAMON ANTONIO

SGT ROSASOTO ANGEL LUIS

PFC SEABROOKS ANDREW

SGT CARRERAS JOHN UNITAS

SPC PEREZ NEFTALI

258 FA BN 01 BTRY C REAR
SGT PRABHAKAR PANKAJ

258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
SGT HOUSTON LIVINGSTON

29 AG HHD PSC REAR

SGT BLACK JAMES ARTHUR

SPC KITCHEN DOUGLAS ALAN

SPC LADUE VALERIE FAY

SGT RADDER MARK JAMES

SGT RAINEY JOHNATHAN MICHAEL
SFC SCANIO PETER RUSSELL

SGT WILLIAMS RODERICK DEVORRIES
SPC WRIGHT RACHEL LYNN

29TH PERSONNEL SERVICE DET
SPC ALEXIS JASON JOSEPH
SGT PREVOST NICOLE MARIE

2ND BN 106TH REG (RTB)
SFC SLATER DENISE M

2ND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM (WMD)
S35 FREDERICKS NOEL DOUGLAS

369 CS HHD CORPS SPT REAR
S3G BOTELLO IRVING LESTER



SGT KOONCE EVA JEANETTE
SPC PACHECO ZULMA EVETTE

42 HHC HVY DIV REAR
SGT HANCOCK JASON JEROME

427TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
SFC ABBOTT DAVID RICHARD
S5 ATEN CHARLES ARTHUR
SGT COSENTINO CARMEN ANTHONY
SPC DEATON ALTON TYRONE
PFC DELOSH JOHN PAUL

SGT JOHNSON IRA JOSEPH

SGT ODONNELL DALE LLOYD
1SG STERIA KEITH W

S5 TEWKSBURY PAUL DWIGHT
442D MILITARY POLICE CO
SGT CORTEZ HERMINIO

SGT MORALES LOUIS A

SGT MUNNO FRANCO

SPC PHILLIP ANTHONY

50 CS BN CO B DET 1 REAR
SPC KAINA MARA MAHEALANI

53D HQ DET AR LIAISON (ARFOR)
1SG CAREY THOMAS J

S5 HOLMES GREGORY LEON

642 CS BN CO B REAR

SPC BAXTER GORDON FREDERICK
SPC LEDDON JAMES ELIOT

642 CS BN HSC REAR
SPC QUINONES EVER S
SPC RIVERS LISETTE BARBARA

642 M1 BN HHC REAR
S3G WAIT JEFFREY B

69 IN BN 01 CO A REAR
PFC ZUNIGA RONALD GERARDO

69 IN BN 01 HHC REAR

SPC EMBSER WALTER JOSEPH 11
SGT MALDONADO FABIAN

SGT REIMBEAU JUDE JITO

719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO)
S5 BARRIO SERGIO EDWARD
SPC DIXON BERNARD

SPC EDGHILL JOSEPH RANVILLE
S5 ONEILL JOHN

Army Reenlistments

827TH ENGR CO

S3G BUSH WAYNE KENNETH

SPC HAMILTON RANDY JAY

SGT HOLZMAN STEVEN ANTHONY
SPC KIRKWOOD DARRELL

SGT LOPEZ LUIS

AV HHC DIV AV BDE REAR
SPC FABER RALPH MATTHIAS
SPC OYOLA JESSENIA

CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE
SGT STILWELL RAYMOND E
SGT WOODTON DAVID G

CO A 1-127TH ARMOR
SGT CORELL CHARLES ROGER

CO A 101ST SIGNAL BN
S5 GLOVER ROBERT HENRY JR

CO A(-) 204 ENGR BN

SGT POLULECH THOMAS JOHN

SPC WRIGHT DANIEL JAMES

SGT CAMPBELL JONATHAN RODGER
SPC PIATT RODNEY LEROY

SGT RENWICK MICHAEL THOMAS
SPC WILLIAMS ALVIN DURAN

CO B 1-105 INF
SPC WONG VICTOR AUGUSTO

CO B 1-127TH ARMOR
S3G MEEK DANA PATRICK

CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
SPC BOURNE APRIL MONIQUE
SFC MORALES MELVIN

CO B 152D ENGINEER BN
SPC WATERS TIMOTHY RAYMOND

CO B 342D FWD SPT BN
SGT KHAN RONALD RAYMOND

CO C (1) 1-108TH INF
1SG JONES HAROLD IV

CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN
SFC JONES BRAD FRANCIS
SGT RODRIGUEZ LUIS E

Fighting Zouaves

(Photo by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)

The New York State Battle Flag Preservation Project showcases the colorful and courageous
Civil War Zouaves with a battle flag exhibit at the New York State Capitol Nov. 12 entitled
“Flags of the Fighting Zouaves.” Open to the public, the exhibit is on the second floor of the
Capitol adjacent to the Governor’s Reception Room and runs until October 2005.

Ten restored battle flags are on display. The Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation, at the Peebles Island Resource Center in Waterford, conserved each flag.

CO C (-) 342D FWD SPT BN
SFC DARNELL GARY L
SGT ROWE DENNIS R

CO C 1-127TH ARMOR
SFC SKOKEN DANIEL KEVIN

CO C 1-69TH INF (M)

SPC FORBUSH RONALD MICHAEL JR
PFC GUEVARA MILTON HENRY

SG HUBBARD SANTIAGO L

SGT HUNT JESSE O

SPC LEEK DANIEL P

SPC OUTLAW KEVIN DOUGLAS

S5 SEYMOUR ERIC MICHAEL

CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN
SFC COOPER WILLIAM C
SGT MELENDEZ WALTER RAFAEL

CO C 3-142D AVIATION
SGT GARRETTO CHARLES MATTHEW

CO C(-) 638 SPT BN
SPC JONES ANNA MARIE

CO D 1-101ST CAVALRY
SFC BELL ARTHUR R
PFC GALARZA JOSE RAMON

CO D 1-105 INF
SPC GREENE JARED FRANCIS

CO D 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
SFC ARNZEN ROBERT JOE
SG PITTS RICHARD E

SPC ROMERO EDGAR ADOLFO

COMPANY C(-) 638 DASB FWD
SPC MENDEZ JAIME JR
SPC ORTIZ HERBERT

DET 1 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
SPC GONZALEZ FERNANDO III

PFC HENRIQUEZ STEVE

SGT TESKE KENNETH JAMES JR

DET 1 442 MP CO
SGT GRODNICK WILLIAM FRANCIS

DET 1 CO A 204 ENGR BN

SPC GILMER PAUL EDWARD
SGT HAMMER MICHAEL EUGENE
SGT JOYCE STEVEN THOMAS

DET 1 CO C 204TH EN BN
SPC THOMAS RIGOBERTO LUIS

DET 1 COB 50TH MAIN SUPPORT BN
SPC WHITAKER ROBERT GEORGE ALEC

DET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)
SGT ALVARADO JONAS SALOMON

DET 1 HHC 107TH SUPPORT GROUP
S35 NIGRO JOHN ANTHONY
S35 SOTO JAIME LORENZO

DET 1 HHC 27TH IN BDE
SGT BONIFICIO PAUL DAVID

CPLCARLL DANIEL WESLEY
S3G GRIFFIN ROBERT JOHN JR

DET 2 CO B 638 SPT BN
SGT HAYNES MATTHEW EDGAR

DET 2 HHC 27TH IN BDE
MSGHARTER RONALD M

DET 20 OPER SPT ALFT CMD
SGT HART JOSEPH M

H & S CO 204 ENGR BN
SGT BABCOCK DAVID JAMES
SGT CLOUSTON TIMOTHY JAMES

HHB 1-258TH FIELD ARTILLERY
SGT BLUE GREGORY

SGT COLON JOSE M

SGT JONES RUDOLPH EDWARD JR
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HHC (-) 1-108TH INF

SPC CHAPMAN BARTON JAMES
SPC HAND JAMES EARL 111
SPC LONG ROBERT DANIEL

HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
CSMHUTLEY WILLIAM LARUE JR
SPC LUCAS BRIAN THOMASLYAL
SPC PAYNE WILLIAM C

SGT PIKAS BOHDAN JASON

SGT SCIPIO ED ANTHONY

SPC WIEDER JEFFREY JAMES

HHC (-) 27TH IN BDE

S5 HILYER LAUSTER NANCY L
CSM LACHANCE ALFRED R

SGT MANLEY DWAYNE RUSSELL

HHC 1-101ST CAVALRY

SGT BOONE WENDELL TODD
SGT DEMAIO NEIL ARTHUR
SFC MCINTYRE MICHAEL C
SPC PATTERSON DEAIN JOSHUA
S-C PEREZ JAMES A

HHC 1-105TH INF
SPC BYRNES JASON DAVID

HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
SFC JOHNSON EASTER P
CSM PATTERSON RONALD GREGORY

HHC 152D ENGINEER BN
SPC HEARD TRACY ANN
SPC WALDECK CRAIG ANTHONY

HHC 3/142 AVN FWD 5

S35 CARRERAS SAMUEL

SGT CAVORETTO JOHN RUSSEL

S5 KLIMEK CHRISTOPHER KENNETH
SGT SMITHGALL DONALD JAMES

HHC 3RD BDE 42ND ID (M)
MSGBARNES NED W

SGM CANOSA CHARLESV

SPC KITTLE WILLIAM JAMES
SPC LEWIS ROBERT EUGENE

HHC 42 IN DIV(-)
SGT BOISROND GARY

HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
SPC CLUM DANIELLE AMANDA

HHD 104TH MILITARY POLICE BN
CSM HAEMMERLE ROBERT CHARLES
SPC HOFFMAN MICHAEL ERIC

HHD 27TH FINANCE BN

SPC ANTONATOS JERRY

S5 METZ KENNETH F

SFC ODEMS PAUL A

836 STRUNKEY CLIFFORD ERIC
S-C WEST ZETHA A

HHD 27TH SUPPLY & SVC BN
SPC ROSSIGNOL DANIEL PAUL

HHD 342D FWD SPT BN
MSGLAMBERT THOMAS W
MSGMIDDLETON ROBERT L

HQS 106TH REGIMENT (RTI)

SPC BALASINKAM SACHITHARAN

NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
SFC AUGUST KAREN E

SGT BREWER SARAH A

SFC POWZYK JOEL B

SPC REILLY ROBERT JOHN

MSG SCHUMACHER PAUL L

SFC SIGNER LARRY

SGT STARR MATTHEW JAMES

RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
S35 DONOHUE MICHAEL THOMAS
S35 MACKAY DUNCAN JOSEPH

SFC PITTS JONATHAN MICHAEL
S35 SPARROW ANDREW DONALD
S5 VALDES ANTHONY
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The New York State
Patriot Plan 2005

The Patriot Plan (I & Il), created by Governor
George E. Pataki and unanimously passed
by the legislature, is a package of benefits
and protections for New York State’s military

service members and dependents.

Protections

Freedom from discrimination based on

military service

Any discrimination based on military statusthat
constitutes a violation of an individual’s civil
rights is now actionable under New York State
(NY S) HumanRightsLaw. All servicepersonnel,
state and federal, are covered. POC: New Y ork
State Division of Human Rights at (718) 741-
8400.

Prohibition against soliciting or requiring

waiver of Civil Relief Act rights

It isamisdemeanor to solicit, require, demand
or otherwise request awaiver of aright provided
under the State Sol diers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief
Act (“Civil Relief Act”). POC: Divisionof Military
and Naval Affairs(DMNA) Legal AffairsOffice
at (518) 786-4541.

Extension of State Civil Relief Act benefits

to dependants

The protections of the State Civil Relief Act
have been extended to include dependants of a
personinmilitary service. Thesebenefitsinclude
stay of court proceedings, freedom from
foreclosure, restraints against eviction, reduced
interest rates on loans and the tolling of the
Statuteof Limitationsduring theperiod of military
service. All servicepersonnel andtheir dependants
are covered. POC: DMNA Legal Affairs Office
at (518) 786-4541.

Lifeinsurancenot to lapsefor non-payment

of premiums

Life insurance policies will not lapse for
nonpayment of premiums for a period of two
years following the time on active duty with the
Armed Forces of the United States. This applies
to Reserve Component personnel calledto active
duty but does not encompass State Active Duty
(SAD). POC: NYS Insurance Department,
Legislative Affairs at (518) 473-0785 / DMNA
Legal Affairs Office at (518) 786-4541.

Protection against enforcement of storage

liens on household goods

Prohibits the foreclosure or enforcement of
any lienfor storageof household goods, furniture,
or personal effects of a person on active duty
military service and for three months thereafter.

All service personnel and their dependants are

covered. POC: DMNA State Family Readiness

Program Office at (518) 786-4656 /| DMNA
Legal Affairs Office at (518) 786-4541.

Professional liability insurance protection

Professional liability insurance for persons
orderedtoactiveduty issuspended, upon request,
for the period of military service plus 30 days.
Thisisapplicabletofederal and stateactiveduty.
It does not encompass Annual Training, Inactive
Drill Training, or Active Guard Reserve service.
POC: NYS Insurance Department, Legislative
Affairsat (518) 473-0785/ DMNA Legal Affairs
Office at (518) 786-4541.

Prohibition against foreclosur e of mortgage

Prohibits the sale, foreclosure, or seizure of
property for nonpayment of mortgage during the
service member’s period of service, or within
six months thereafter. The property must have
been subject to the mortgage prior to the call to
active duty. Applies to personnel on federal or
SAD and their dependants. POC: DMNA Legal
Affairs Office at (518) 786-4541.

Adverse credit reporting

Adverseactionin futurefinancial transactions,

including adverse credit reporting against an

individual who has previously obtained a stay,
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postponement or suspension of obligationsunder
the Civil Relief Act, is prohibited. Applies to
personnel onfederal or SAD andtheir dependants.
POC: DMNA Legal Affairs Officeat (518) 786-
4541/ NY S Division of Human Rights at (718)
741-8400.

Education Benefits

Military Enhanced Recognition, I ncentiveand

Tribute(“MERIT") Scholar ship Program

MERIT Scholarship program makes
scholarshipsavailabletomilitary personnel, their
spouses, children and financial dependents for
military personnel who are residents of New
York State and have either died, been declared
missing or become permanently and severely
disabled during activeduty. Appliesto personnel
injured or disabled on federal or SAD; however,
death or disability of a service member must
havebeenincurredinacombat theater or combat
zoneof operationsor whiletrainingin preparation
for duty in acombat theater. POC: NY S Higher
Education Services Corporation at (518) 474-
5642 or www.hesc.org / DMNA Government

and Community Affairs at (518) 786- 4580.

Educational leave of absence to perform

military duty, Refund or credit for tuition

Students are entitled to aleave of absence from
institutionsof higher education during periods of
military serviceand for oneyear after completion
of service. During the leave of absence, a
student’s educational status and financial
resources are preserved and the student has the
option of requesting arefund or credit of tuition

and fees. Appliesto federal or SAD. POC: NY S

Higher Education Services Corporation (HESC),
Programs, Policy and Institutional Review at
(518) 473-3986 / DMNA Government and
Community Affairs at (518) 786- 4580.

Military training and civilian professional
accreditation

Programsand training offered by themilitary to
be recognized as equivalent training for the
purpose of professional licensing. Applies to
training received through both military service
withtheUnited Statesor military servicewiththe
state. POC: Applicable service education office/
NY S Education Department, Division of Higher
Education at (518) 474-6000.

Renewal of temporary teaching certificates

Fees waived for the renewal of a temporary
teaching certificate or license that lapsed while
theapplicant wasdeployed. Appliesto personnel
called to federal active duty if deployed to a
combat theater or combat zone of operations.
POC: NY S Education Department at (518) 474-
6000 / DMNA Government and Community
Affairs at (518) 786-4580.

Right of dependent students to continue at
a public school attended prior to relocation

caused by military service

A child who is relocated due to a parent or
guardian’ sactivemilitary servicewill beallowed
to attend the public school that he/she attended
prior to the relocation. Applies to personnel on
federal or SAD, other than for training. POC:
Superintendent of local school district / DMNA
Legal Affairs Office at (518) 786-4541.

State tuition scholarship assistance

New Y ork Education Law isamended to define
two equally privileged classes of “Persian Gulf”
veterans: (1) those who served there from 19
Aug 1990 to 10 Sept 2001; and, (2) those who
served there from September 11, 2001 through
theend of such hostilities; all of whom must have
a discharge under other than dishonorable
conditions. POC: NY SHigher Education Services
Corporation at (518) 474-5642 or http://
www.hesc.org / DMNA Government and

Community Affairs at (518) 786-4580.

Financial Benefits

State Active Duty pay

New Y ork StateMilitary L aw hasbeen amended
toraisetheminimumdaily pay of servicemembers
performing under Military Law, Section 6, state
active duty in an emergency situation from $100
to $125. This provision affects mostly junior
enlisted membersin thegradesof E-1 through E-
4. POC: DMNA Budget and Finance Office at
(518) 786-4513.

Exemption from New York State income

tax, Title 10 Status

New Y ork State Tax Law isamended to exempt
from state income taxation for federal military
pay received in a Title 10, DoD designated
combat zoneor contingency operation. Additional
located at

information is http://

www.tax.state.ny.us. POC: New York State

Continued on next page
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Patriot Plan, continued from previous page

Department of Taxationand Finance, Personnel

Tax Information Center at (800) 225-5829.

Exemption from New York State income

tax, State Active Duty

New Y ork State Tax Law isamended to exempt
from stateincometaxation any state military pay
received whileserving onany “emergency” state
activeduty under New Y ork State Military Law.
Servicememberswho received SAD pay in 2004
will receive the state tax benefit when they file
their 2004 New Y ork State Tax Return (Forms
IT 201 or IT 203). Additional information may
be obtained at http://www.tax.state.ny.us. POC:
New York State Department of Taxation and
Finance, Personnel Tax Information Center at

(800) 225-5829.

Termination of motor vehicleleasecontracts

Permits individuals who enter into a car lease
prior to entering active military service to break
the lease upon entry into active service. Must
have entered federal or SAD, other than for
training, after entering into alease. Also applies
to spouse as co-signer of lease. POC: DMNA

Legal Affairs Office at (518) 786-4541.

Maximum rate of interest

ThePatriot Law extendsthesix percent interest
cap on debt incurred prior to entering active
duty. This applies to federal active duty, other
than for training. POC: DMNA Legal Affairs
Office at (518) 786-4541.

Suspension of repayment of public

retirement system loans

Permits a public retirement system, at its
discretion, to suspend the obligationto repay any
loan while amember is absent on state or federal
active military duty. Authority expires on June
30, 2006. POC: NYS Office of the State
Comptroller, Counsel’s Office at (518) 474-
4044/ DMNA Government and Community

Affairs at (518) 786-4580.

Supplemental military leave for state

employees

Supplemental military leave benefitshavebeen
extended through December 31, 2006, to state
employees who are ordered to active military
dutiesrelatingtothewar onterrorismand military
actioninIrag. Appliestofederal and SAD. POC:
State Agency Human Resource Office / NYS
Department of Civil Service, Attendants and
Leave Unit at (518) 457-2295.

Extension of deadlineto pay real property taxes

Localities are permitted, at their discretion, to
extend the payment period for any tax owed on
real property. Eligibility is limited to a person
who has been ordered to active military duty,
other than for training, for a period beginning
with a declaration of war by Congress or during
any periodsof combat designated by presidential
executive order or during hazardous (“imminent
danger”) duty. This benefit is contingent upon
the passage of a resolution by the effected
municipality authorizing the extension. POC:
Local property tax office/ DMNA Legal Affairs
Office at (518) 786-4541.

Professional Licensing Benefits

Waiver of professional continuingeducation
requirements and extension of professional

licenses

Any professional license, certificate, or
registration that expires while the holder is
engaged in active military service shall be
automatically extended for the period of active
service plus 12 months after the end of the
service. Professional continuing education
requirements are suspended for the duration of
theindividual’ smilitary service. Appliestofederal
and SAD, otherthanfor training. POC: Appropriate
licensingauthority / DMNA Legal AffairsOffice
at (518) 786-4541.

Extension of certification for Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMTs) and other first

responders

Certifications for EMTSs, advanced EMTs and
certified first responders who have been ordered
to federal and state active military duty, other
than for training, may be extended by the
Department of Health. The period of extended
certification is the entire period of active duty,
plus12 months. POC: NY SDepartment of Heal th
at (518) 486-9002 / DMNA Government and
Community Affairs at (518) 786-4580.

Waiver of Professional Licensing Benefit

clarification

When military service is partialy within a
licensing, registration or certification period,
applicablecontinuing educationrequirementsshall

be reduced proportionately so that theindividual
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is not required to complete those requirements
whilein military service. This shall not apply to
limited permits or other credentials issued for a
period of two monthsor lessand shall not extend
the terms of a limited permit that expires for
reasons other then the passage of time. POC:
Appropriate licensing authority / DMNA Legal
Affairs Office at (518) 786-4541.

Miscellaneous Benefits

Free hunting and fishing licenses

Free hunting and fishing licensesmay beissued
to al active (e.g., drilling) New York resident
members of the state organized militia or the
reserve components of the U.S. Armed Forces.
POC: New York State Department of
Conservation, Sporting License Help Line at

(866) 472-4332 or at www.dec.state.ny.us.

Free Empire Passports to New York State

parks

Allows for free 2005 Empire Passport’s for
personnel called to federal of SAD inresponseto
an emergency during the period September 11,
2001 to December 31, 2005. POC: NY S Office
of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation at
(518) 474-8081 or at www.nysparks.com/

passport.

Free access to video teleconferencing

centers

For use between deployed service members
and their families. Service member must be on
federal active duty. POC: DMNA Office of
Administrative Support at (518) 786-6197/NY S

Office for Technology at (518) 486-9200.

Free Internet access at public libraries

To be used for communication between
deployed activeduty military personnel andtheir
families. The deployed service member must be
aresident of the State of New Y ork and must be
deployed to a combat theater or combat zone of
operations. POC: Local public library / NYS
Department of Education at (518) 474-7196.

Extension of driver’s licenses and motor

vehicle registrations

Driver’ slicensesand motor vehicleregistrations
that would otherwise expire during period of
activeduty will beextendedif the servicemember
files DMV form MV-75 (military service
notification [MSN]). Appliesto federal or SAD
relating to the war on terrorism and military
action in Irag. POC: NYS Division of Motor
474-1352 or at

Vehicles at (518)

www.nysdmv.com/license.htm#military.

Veteran’shealth careinformation program

An automated health care information line that
provides key telephone numbers and points of
contacts for healthcare issues, benefits, and
resources. POC: NY S Department of Health at
(518) 486-9002 / DMNA State Surgeon at (518)
786-4610.

Supplemental burial allowance

The allowance is a state allotment of not more
than $6,000 paidtothesurviving spouse, domestic
partner, adult children, parents, or other family

member of the deceased, depending on who paid

the cost of the funeral and burial. To receive the
benefit, the deceased must have been deceased
on federal active duty in combat or duty subject
to hostile fire or imminent danger. POC: NYS
Division of Veterans' Affairsat (518) 474-6784
/ DMNA Casualty Affairs Officer at (518) 786-
4608.

Recognizing employers and businesses

The Empire State Development Corporation
administers two programs, the NY-USA Proud
Employer of Distinction Award and the Patriot
Support and Discount Program, aimed at
recognizingemployersandretailersinNew Y ork
State who show special support to members of
the military. For more information, go to

www.nyspatriotplan.org/.

Benefit granted to dependents

New York State Military Law is amended to
state that adependent seeking abenefit given by
statuteto aservice member may first apply tothe
agency, private party, business, etc. for the
statutory benefit (for example, interest rate
reduction) and that the benefit shall be granted
unlessit can be shown that the dependent is not
materially impaired (for example, economically)
by the deployment of the service member (and
loss of the service member’'s civilian
compensation). The amendment makes it
unnecessary for adependent to apply for acourt
order first. Theamendment permitsapplying for
acourt order if necessary. POC: DMNA Legal
Affairs Office at (518) 786-4541.
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News Analysis: Modular Brigades Prep for Deployment

WASHINGTON

By Steven Field
Army NewsService

The concept of modularity is
approaching its first true test as
units across the country undergo
transformation and prepare for
deployments overseas.

With four modular brigades set
up under the3rd Infantry Division
training and several companies
reorganizing and reflagging under
the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), the time is rapidly
approaching when the Army will
send a Unit of Execution and
subordinate Brigade Combat
Teams (Units of Action) into
combat, testingthemodular, “ plug-
and-play” vision inspired by

transformation.

A successful deployment would
provide validation for the model
that will be applied to each of the
ten Army divisions by 2007.

Inthese upcoming deployments,
two BCT (UA)s from the 3rd
Infantry Divisionwill fall under the
command of the 42nd Infantry
Divisioninnorthcentral Iragwhen
they deploy thiswinter. Therest of
the division is slated to deploy
withaunitfromtheLouisianaArmy
National Guardtoadifferent part of
Iraq shortly after.

In the ramp-up to these
deployments, the newly
reorganized BCT (UA)shavegone
through rotations at the Joint
Readiness Training Center at Fort
Polk,La

“JRTC was our cap-stone
exercise that culminated al the

training we did since we were
activatedin May 2004,” said Mgj.
AlayneConway, spokeswomanfor
the3rdInfantry Division's4thBCT
(UA).
FROM THEGROUND UP

The story of the 4th BCT isone
that epitomizesthetransformation
philosophy. Theunit had about 21
soldierswhenitwasactivated, and
insixmonthsgained approximately
1,500 Soldiers, garnered new
equipment and conducted three
major trainingexercises. TheArmy
took threedifferent battalionsfrom
threedifferent brigadeswith three
different cultures and joined
together asoneteam, said Conway .

The4thBCT (UA) hadtobebuilt
from the ground up. And about
eight monthsafter itsformation, it
will bedeployedtolragwithanother
BCT (UA) from the 3rd Infantry

and a brigade from the Louisiana
Army National Guardinoneof the
first modular deployments.

“In six months, we did what a
normal unit canexpecttodoinfour
tofiveyears,” said Conway.

The changes mandated by
transformationwereespecialy felt
among artillery Soldiers, whose
battalions were integrated into all
units and face new infantry-like
requirements and missions as the
Army changes.

Soldiers of the 4th BCT (UA)
coinedtheterm*“infartillery” during
their rotation at JRTC to describe
their new functions. While they
still had traditional artillery
responsibilities, they alsoprepared
to go into towns, do security
sweeps, and deal directly with the
people in the country that they
operatein, jobstypically reserved

for other Soldierslikeinfantry and
civil affairs.
MODULARITY TOGROWARMY

Adding a fourth brigade sized
element to each Army divisionis
part of the larger plan to increase
thenumber of Army brigadesfrom
33to0 43 by the end of fiscal year
2007.

The4th Infantry Division at Fort
Hood, Texas, and the 10th
Mountain Division at Fort Drum,
N.Y ., will transform into modular
brigades this fiscal year.

Themodular restructuring of the
Army will help combatant
commandersrapidly identify units
for deployment on short notice;
alow units to sustain operations
withminimal or no augmentation;
enhance aunit’sability to deploy;
and provide greater troop
readiness. O

Guard Works to Balance
State, Federal Missions

WASHINGTON

ByDonnaMiles
American Forces Press Service

Unlike their active and reserve counterparts, members of the Army and Air National
Guard can be called on to serve two different masters: their state governors and their
commander inchief.

They serveastheir state militias, available at the bidding of their governorsinthe event
of emergencies, insurrections, attacks or acts of nature, such as last fall’s multiple
hurricanesin Florida. But guardsmen also play anincreasingly important rolein national
defense, with some 100,000 of them deployed overseas where they make up 34 percent
of theU.S. force.

Army Lt. Gen. H. Steven Blum, chief of theNational
GuardBureau, toldtheAmerican ForcesPressService
balancing the demands of these dual missionstakes
careful coordination to ensure no state governor is
|eft short.

Blum said governors have demonstrated
overwhelmingly that they understand their National
Guard members are needed to reinforce the active
Army and Air Forceoverseas, particularly duringthe
war on terror.

What they don’twant, Blumsaid, istohavetheir statesleft “ uncovered” becausethey’ ve
contributed too many troops.

“Wewill makeourfair contribution,” Blumsaidthegovernorstell him.“ Butwedon’ twant
to make a disproportionate contribution that leaves our own constituents at risk.”

Blum said he's made a concerted effort to strike a balance between Guard members
deployed overseas, those preparing for deployment, and those availableto carry out state
missions, if required, sincetaking over aschief of theNational Guard Bureauin April 2003.

“We've been pretty successful at doing this,” he said. All but just two states are now
“invery, very good shape,” to carry out statemissions, with at | east 50 percent andin some
cases, more than 70 percent of their Guard forces at home.

I’ sadelicate balancing act, Blum explained. Rather than taking “once giant slice” out
of one state, it means “taking a smaller piece out of two or three states” for the federal
mission.

Butit' smorethanjustanumbersgame, hesaid. “ 1t meansensuring that wehavetheright
capabilitiesin theright numbersin theright places, distributed all around the country so

“It means ensuring
that we have the
right capabilities...
..numbers in the
right places."

Retracing the First Flight to the South Pole, Maj. Mark Doll, a pilot with the New
York Air National Guard’s 109th Airlift Wing, looks out the window of LC-130 Hercules,
skier 94, on Nov. 29 over the area of Antarctica where Rear Adm. Richard E. Byrd
established the Little America campsite 75 years ago (Nov. 29, 1929). The edge of the Ross
Ice Shelf and the sea ice in the area where Admiral Byrd established Little America broke
off and floated away years ago. Major Doll and his crew took the long way to the pole to retrace
the route of the first South Pole flight by Admiral Byrd. Aircrew included Maj. Mark Doll,
pilot , Capt. Mark McKeon, copilot, Maj. Vinnie Wilson, navigator, Tech. Sgt. Maurice
Huard, engineer, Master Sgt. Carmelo Modesto, loadmaster and Tech. Sgt. Randy Powell,
loadmaster. (Photo by Kristan Hutchison, U.S. National Science Foundation)

that each of the governors would have the essential capabilities they need,” he said.
These capabilities include command and control, communications, transportation,
medical, aviation, engineering and security assets, he said.
“And they (the governors) would all have to have some of that left in their state, even
whilethey are executing the global war onterror overseasin Irag and Afghanistan andin
other places,” he said. O
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL
TROPIANO, PAUL P
MARK, HARRIET G
FIFIELD, STEPHEN F
SCHAFER, PETER F

MAJOR
PIAZZA, JOSEPH P
WITSIL, ANDREW L

CAPTAIN

GLENNON, PETER J
BENASSUTTI, LEWIS S
DALTON, PETER J
COOPER, ELIZABETH
DEAN, NICHOLAS E
JOHNSON, MATTHEW B
BROWN, WAYNE A
BISSONNETTE, SCOTT B
CHARLTON, GARY R Il

FIRST LIEUTENANT
DANNEMANN, RYAN F
SABATINI, JEFFREY N
SMITH, CRAIG R
DONOHUE, SEAN J
WOOD, ERIC D

BUCCI, ANTHONY L
BODONY, GARY THOMAS
GARDNER, BRADLEY J

SECOND LIEUTENANT
SLOAN, PAUL D

WEIR, GLYN B

DAVIN, RICHARD W JR
SALTON, RICHARD H
GRIFFIN, DAVID R
BROSNAN, ALISON J
GARREN, NICHOLAS J
ROGERS, JOSHUA W
WILLIAMS, KELLY J

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT
SMITH, RANDOLPH R

105 MAINTENANCE OPS FT
105 MEDICAL GP

139 AIRLIFT SQ

274 AIR SUPT OPNS SQ

105 AIRLIFT WG
136 AIR REFUELING SQ

105 AERIAL PORT SQ

105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
101 RESCUE SQ

109 MAINTENANCE OPS FT
109 SERVICES FT

139 AIRLIFT SQ

139 AIRLIFT SQ

138 FIGHTER SQ

138 FIGHTER SQ

137 AIRLIFT SQ

106 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
107 OPERATIONS SUPPORT
139 AEROMED EVAC SQ

139 AIRLIFT SQ

174 FIGHTER WG

174 STUDENT FT
NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQ

137 AIRLIFT SQ

103 RESCUE SQ

106 STUDENT FT

107 AIR REFUELING WG
109 STUDENT FT

109 STUDENT FT

109 STUDENT FT

109 STUDENT FT

109 STUDENT FT

106 MAINTENANCE SQ

DELGIACCO, MICHAEL S JR 109 OPERATIONS GP

FASSETT, MARK H

174 SECURITY FORCES SQ

SENIOR MASTER SERGEANT
MARINO, RENEE MARIE RUEL 137 AIRLIFT SQ

DEMING, ALVIN D

MASTER SERGEANT
SIRGANT, JOHN J
HALL, MICHAEL C SR
OLSON, PAUL R
BRESCIANI, IRIS Z
GROBEN, DARLENE M
KRYWOLAP, WALTER V
KOYLES, DAVID W
CARRERO, VICTOR J
CULP, WILLIAM L
BRIGHT, CAROL A
DODGE, ANGELA M

|
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174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

105 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
105 MISSION SUPPORT GP
101 RESCUE SQ

106 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

106 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
106 MAINTENANCE SQ

107 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
107 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
107 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
107 MAINTENANCE SQ

139 AIRLIFT SQ

139 AIRLIFT SQ

174 MEDICAL GP

105 COMMUNICATIONS FT
105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
137 AIRLIFT SQ
103 RESCUE SQ
106 MAINTENANCE SQ
106 MAINTENANCE SQ
106 MAINTENANCE SQ
106 MAINTENANCE SQ
106 RESCUE WG
106 SECURITY FORCES SQ
106 SECURITY FORCES SQ
106 SECURITY FORCES SQ
107 AIR REFUELING WG
107 AIR REFUELING WG

HY J 107 SECURITY FORCES

107 SECURITY FORCES SQ
107 SECURITY FORCES SQ
109 SECURITY FORCES SQ

(o

RAY, JENNIFER E
WESTLING, ANDREW C
BACKUS, BRET W
ROBERTS, BRIAN M
HENRY, DONALD F R
GLESSING, STEPHEN P
FORSYTH, MELISSA E
BLACK, GARY A R
MYSLIVECEK, DALE J
MILLS, JOHN R
SULLIVAN, TODD M
GATES, ROBERT L

STAFF SERGEANT
SENOGLU, TOLGA S
ROMAN, JASMIN
ALBERTSON, SCOT R
SOTO, NICHOLAS M
IBBS, BRIAN A
GIELBEDA, MICHAEL S
SMITH, JEDEDIAH G
HANSEN, KENNETH R JR
MOITHUKSHUNG, PETULA
WESTCOTT, NICHOLAS A
CHOPPING, ROY E Il
KLOETE, JOSEPH S
JACKSON, VENITA D
MARTIN, ROBERT S
MILLER, ROBERT J
BAJER, MICHAEL A
PRZYBYL, MICHELLE L
DODGE, ROGER P
PEASE, STEPHEN J
TOY, JASON R

ZAPISEK, SCOTT J
VERGA, JOSEPH
OCONNOR, JOSEPH R

139 AEROMED EVAC SQ
139 AEROMED EVAC SQ
139 AIRLIFT SQ

NEW YORK ANG HQ

174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174 FIGHTER WG

174 MEDICAL GP

DET 1 174 FIGHTER WG
NEAD SCTY FORC FT FT
NEAD SCTY FORC FT FT
NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQ

105 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
105 MAINTENANCE SQ
105 MAINTENANCE SQ
105 STUDENT FT

213 ENG INSTL SQ

103 RESCUE SQ

106 MEDICAL GP

D 106 MEDICAL GP

106 SECURITY FORCES SQ
106 SECURITY FORCES SQ
106 SECURITY FORCES SQ
107 AIR REFUELING WG
107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
107 MAINTENANCE SQ
107 MAINTENANCE SQ
107 SECURITY FORCES SQ
107 SECURITY FORCES SQ
107 SERVICES FT

107 SERVICES FT

109 AERIAL PORT FT
109 AERIAL PORT FT
109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

WASHINGTON, DARRELL D 109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ

MOORE, JASON C

KUHL, EDWIN O
GREGORY, JOHNATHAN K
ROBERT, STACIE L
CALL, JEREMY M

ROWE, KRISTINA E
WOOD, CLIFTON C
TRENDOWSKI, CARRIE A
TARSON, RICHARD R JR
GROSSO, ERIC P

MARTIN, DEBORAH S

SENIOR AIRMAN
GALIETTA, SEAN P
KHALAF, MARY F

109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
109 MAINTENANCE SQ
174 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
174 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
174 FIGHTER WG

174 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
174 MAINTENANCE GP
174 SECURITY FORCES SQ
174 SERVICES FT
NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQ

105 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
105 LOGISTICS READINES SQ

ROSENBERRY, MICHAEL J P 105 MAINTENANCE SQ
PESANTE, JOSEPH A
KEENO, RENAE M
HAYES, THOMAS E
GAVIRIA, MAURICIO A

105 MAINTENANCE SQ
105 MAINTENANCE SQ
105 STUDENT FT

106 MAINTENANCE SQ

2005 Secretary of

Support Freedom Award EE?

Encouraging al National Guardsmen and Reserviststo visit the ESGR website at
www.esgr.mil tonominatetheir employersfor thisprestigiousawardthat recognizes
support above and beyond the USERRA Law for employees who serve in the
National Guard and Reserve.

RIVERA, DAVID A
RICCIARDI, ANTHONY V
MCPHERSON, STEPHEN A
JAKES, JILL A

KING, NICHOLAS T
DUTTON, DANIEL A
CLARK, ERIN M
CAPPELLO, MICHAEL R
VARNEY, TIFFANY L
GRAY, COREY J
DEBRITO, TERAH AMBER
LANTZ, JAMES M
EVANS, MATTHEW T
DRYER, MITCHELL E JR
REISDORF, COTY G
CHISAMORE, TODD D
WALDECK, HEIDI M
YOUNG, PATRICK B
RYAN, ROY R

WATSON, CHRISTINA F

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS
DUKES, NICOLE NMN
BONSIGNORE, JOANNA M
FELICIANO, RUBIN M
SWANSON, LISA D
VERDEUR, MARK J
FRANK, ANDREW P
WONG, WINSON Y
VAZQUEZ, SAMMY D
KELLEY, BRIAN R
BAILEY, CANDICE L
URSO, JOSEPH W
LONG, KELLY M

FOX, MICHELLE R
SHIELDS, COREY B
ROY, WILLIAM S
WATLING, ANDREW W
PETERSON, JAMES C
BULLOCK, JAMES J
SCHMITT, DANIEL P
HODSON, RYAN B
KEEGAN, TRAVIS A
MILLER, MICHAEL
KEEGAN, BRONWEN L

AIRMAN
LECOINTE, LUIGI G
WILLIAMS, TAKEYA A

AIRMAN BASIC
MARTIN, NICOLE M
SWEENEY, KELLI S
CRYAN, STEPHAN J II
PERSONS, NICHOLAS W
RISING, ERIC D

Defense

Nominate your employer at:

WWW.esgr.mil

ations will be acce
.esgr.mil, until m

106 MAINTENANCE SQ
106 SECURITY FORCES SQ
107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
107 MAINTENANCE SQ
107 SECURITY FORCES SQ
109 SECURITY FORCES SQ
139 AIRLIFT SQ

P 152 AIR OPERATIONS GP
174 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQ
174 LOGISTICS READINES SQ
174 MAINTENANCE SQ
174 MISSION SUPPORT FT
174 SECURITY FORCES SQ
NEAD SCTY FORC FT FT

105 STUDENT FT
105 STUDENT FT
105 STUDENT FT
105 STUDENT FT
105 STUDENT FT
105 STUDENT FT
105 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
109 STUDENT FT
109 STUDENT FT
174 SECURITY FORCES SQ
174 STUDENT FT
174 STUDENT FT
174 STUDENT FT
174 STUDENT FT
174 STUDENT FT
174 STUDENT FT
174 STUDENT FT

105 AIRCRAFT MAINT SQ
174 MISSION SUPPORT FT

105 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
107 STUDENT FT
109 STUDENT FT
109 STUDENT FT

Employer

ESGR web
24, 2005.



New York's Joint Forces Honor
Tremendous Service, Sacrifice
of Eleven National Guardsmen

LATHAM

By Staff Sgt. MikeR. Smith
Guard TimesStaff

It wasamournful gathering. At the podium, New Y ork Army National Guard Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Van Pelt
spoke the name of each Soldier three times consecutively, abrass Navy bell clanged and awhite candle was lit upon
thefinal echo of each name. When all nameswereread, 11 flameswere aglow-illuminating the memory of those who
madetheultimatesacrificeinIrag.

Soldiersand civilians from the Division of Military and Naval Affairsgathered here Dec. 20 to honor thelivesof 11
New Y ork Army National Guard Soldierswho died supporting Operation Iragi Freedom: Sgt. Heath A. McMillin; Spc.
Michael L. Williams; Spc. Nathan Brown; Sgt. Michael A. Uvanni; Spc. Segun Akintade; Sgt. David L. Roustum; Staff
Sgt. Philip Engeldrum; Spc. Wilfredo F. Urbina; Sgt.

David M. Fisher; Staff Sgt. Henry E. Irizarry; Sgt.
Joseph O. Behnke.

“Thereisadiversity in those names,” said Mg.
Gen. ThomasP. MaGuire, Jr., Adjutant General . He
explained that, aside from their ethnic diversities, the
Soldiershailed fromdiversecommunitiesacrossN.Y .

In asymbolic gesture, members of the State
Military Forces Honor Guard unfolded the Colors,
holding it's stars and stripesin full view before
refolding it into atight triangle and sharply
presenting it to the command sergeant major.

Speaking of themissioninIrag, New Y ork Army
National Guard Chaplain, Maj. Anthony Diacetis
said, “there is no one who doubts those men and
women who have died in the sands of Irag...and there
is no one who doubts our prayer for them.”

These aretremendous Americans, New Y orkers.

And tremendous words have been said about these
young men over the past three years-not just in the
past week or two, said the Adjutant General. “It'sa
litany what they have done for usand alitany in
what their families have done for us,” he added.
“Please recommit yourselvesto that litany...it'sthe
best way we can honor these 11 Soldiers.” O

Above: New York Army National Guard Command Sgt. Maj. Robert
VanPelt receives the American Flag from members of the State
Military Forces Honor Guard.

* E_——

Eleven candles aglow, representing each New York Army National Guard Soldier killed in Iraq before Dec. 20, 2004 were lit at
a ceremony held on the N.Y. Division of Military and Naval Affairs, Latham. (Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith)




