Chief Magistrate of the city and the members of Common Council will be present, to extend, for to you, the hospitalities
of the city of New York. Have the kindness to inform the Committee above arrangement is in accordance with you if it is
not, have the kindness to indicate a Committee place more suitable to your convenience, who made where the
Committee will be enabled to perform pleasing and agreeable duty entrusted to them.

Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

TERENCE FARLEY
Chairman of the Committee
New York, 129 Fifth Avenue,
June 12, 1863

Dear Sir - It will give me great pleasure to meet his Honor the Mayor, and other members of the City Government, at the
Astor House, 12 o'clock on Tuesday, June 16th, in very grateful compliance with the invitation conveyed to me, in your
esteemed communication of this date.

Thanking you cordially for the terms of honor and friendship, in which that invitations comes to me, I remain,
most respectfully and truly yours,

THOMAS FRANCIS MEAGHER.
To Alderman Terence Farley, Chairman of Committee on National Affairs.
City Intelligence.

The Irish Relief John McAuliffe, Vice President of the Knights of St. [illegible] wishes to acknowledge the receipt of one
hundred dollars from Mr. Alexander [illegible] of Albany, in aid of the Irish relief fund.

Floral Cur[?] - Daphne negruns, the largest plant of this beautiful [illegible] 634 Broadway, near Becker Street. Growing
one foot high and covered all the season with bright pink flowers, which are very fragrant, makes it one of the most
desirable plants for garden, lawn or cemetery purposes known.

Military Matters in the City.
THE ENROLLMENT.

Judge Advocate Gen. Ant?lon, and his large corps of assistants, are proceeding vigorously the enrollment of the names
of all persons suspect of the draft and work is being pulled for war with astonishing rapidity, all promises to done so
thoroughly as to have little cause for complaint and less chance for evasion. It is the Judge Advocate’s intention to
[illegible] the duty afforded him with as small an amount of vexation [illegible] to the public as possible; but he [illegible]
acute rigorously for all that. He means to have upon his lists the names of every able-bodied citizen with the limits of his
jurisdiction. If he can [illegible] those names by fair means, he will be highly gratified but should stern measures be
rendered necessary he will not hesitate to resort to them. There is reason to believe that many attempts have been made to
[illegible] and mislead the enrolling of [illegible]. Some of recent attempts are temporarily successful. Yet [illegible] by
permanently so and when exposed they [illegible] by the cause of trouble and unpleasantness. [illegible] who have been
foolish enough to make [illegible] description law not only provides for the enrollment of able-bodied citizens, but also
provides for [illegible] for those who seek to avoid the draft themselves, or endeavor to shield others from its legitimate
effects. A case in point was brought under the Judge Advocate's cognizance yesterday. It seems that the book-keeper of
one of the leading gas companies, when called on for the names of the employees of the concern, furnished the enrolling
officer with a correct list of names, but opposite the names put a number of fictitious addresses. The book-keeper was
immediately arrested, and will speedily undergo examination. By way of facilitating the procurement of correct lists, it
has been suggested that all rolls shall be published, when it is expected that every one whose name is down will, on
finding the names of persons he [illegible], give information of the fact, and [illegible]. The suggestion is a shrewd one,
and must have been made by an admirer of the amiable side of human nature. The Judge-Advocate General's office is
just now, with the exception, perhaps of the Quartermaster, the busiest place in New York. A small army of clerks is
engaged there.

INTERESTING TO DISCHARGED SOLDIERS - It will be interesting to discharged soldiers residing in this city
and vicinity, to know that an association has been organized in the city of New York, for the purpose of aiding them in
collecting their arrears of pay, and attending to applications for pensions--all free of charge. It is know as the "Protective
War Claim Association," and has been organized by the most eminent citizens of New York for the express purpose of
protecting the interests of the soldiers. All



their accounts will be collected for nothing by the agents of the society, and every information to those who are

necessarily ignorant of the business forms to be observed in all financial transactions with the Government. Gen. Wool

has recognized the usefulness of the Association, by providing that persons who may have place their certificates of

discharge in the hands of the Association for transmission to the Treasury Department, will be exempt from the trouble

ad annoyance of arrest for desertion on exhibiting to the officers a receipt for such certificate duly signed by the Secretary.
METROPOLITAN HOME GUARD

The committee on the organization of this body met yesterday morning at Astor House, Chauncey Shaffer, Esq., in the
chair. [handwritten: May 1, 1861].

It was voted that the finance committee collect $1,500 by subscription. Five thousand circulars were ordered to be
printed, stating the objects of the committee. Col. J. F. Watson reported that five hundred men had enrolled their names.
The committee remains in permanent session daily, to hear reports, and transact the business necessary to complete the
organization.

DRAFT INSURANCE --AN EDICT AGAINST ANTICIPATING SUBSTITUTES

Several associations have been advertised within the past week or two, under the name of Draft Insurance Companies,
which undertake, on payment of a certain premium, to guarantee the insured against the chances of the draft. Probably
one or two of these companies are bona fide concerns, really intending to keep faith with their customers. More, probably
still a majority of them, are concocted by swindlers, who will receive premiums on their worthless policies, and, when the
draft takes place and their victims are drawn, abscond with every dollar they can thus lay their hands upon. Genuine or
not, one thing is certain: these draft insurance companies have employed agents to go around and compete with the
recruiting officers of regiments now filling up or forming; and, by offering a prospect of higher bounties than those given
by the State and United States, have prevented very many from enlisting, as they intended to do, at once. To put a stop to
these proceedings, Provost-Marshal Kennedy has issued the subjoined preliminary order, which will prevent the
insurance companies in question from making their business public; and he will no doubt, follow it up with active
measures against the previously mentioned agents and the conductors of the companies themselves. The order reads as
follows:

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE AND SPECIAL
PROVOST-MARSHAL, No. 413 Broome-Street. New-York, August 27, 1862
James Leonard, Esq., Deputy Provost-Marshal:

Sir: You will call upon the publishers of the several newspapers in the Cities of New-York and Brooklyn, and inform
them that the War Department, by an order this day received, regards all attempts to procure substitutes, in anticipation of
the draft, as discouraging enlistments, and the person who do so, their aiders and abettors, are liable to be arrested under
the order of Aug. 8. Publishing advertisements for such persons, with the view of aiding their own operations, is
hereafter to be regarded as rendering the publishers liable to such arrest.

You will inform them your call is to put them on their guard, and relieve this office from the performance of an
unpleasant duty.

JOHN A. KENNEDY
Special Provost-Marshal.
THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION.

The Democratic Ratification Meeting--Speeches of August Belmont, James T. Brady and John Van Buren.

The democracy turned out in considerable strength last night to ratify, at the Cooper Institute, the nomination of
Matthew T. Brennan for Comptroller and John E. Develin for Counsel to the Corporation. Bonfires blazed in Astor place,
and batteries of sky rockets and Roman candles kept up a continuous play of jugglery over and around the Bible House
and Cooper Institute, and, in fact, all the usual accessories of democratic mass meetings were present.



New York Democracy.

We publish the resolutions of the New York Democratic State Central Committee. This declaration has undoubtedly
been made for the purpose of informing every one, both in New York and out of it, as to the exact stand of the democracy
of that great State. It is the platform upon which Mr. Seymour was elected Governor, and will undoubtedly be
substantially the platform promulgated when a Democratic National Convention assembles.--Detroit Free Press

City Intelligence.

War Meeting at Lake Mahopac--General Corcoran to Attend--The citizens of Putnam and other river counties,
represented by Mr. Charles H. Luddington, of the firm Lathrop, Luddington & Co., waited upon Gen. Michael Corcoran
yesterday, at the Astor House, and invited him to be present at the mass meeting to be held at Lake Mahopac at three
o'clock this afternoon. The General plead pressure of business as an excuse for going but finally accepted, being assured
that his presence would help recruiting for the good cause. Judge Charles P. Daly, Ethan Allen, Assistant United States
District Attorney, George Peckham, and Richard O. Gorman will accompany the General, and address the meeting. In
view of the fact that this invitation is accepted to the exclusion of many others of the same kind, and that with the
exception of the visit to Boston, this is the only invitation that has been accepted out of the city, our friends of the rural
districts should give the gallant hero of Bull run a glorious reception. The party will leave this morning, via the Harlem
railroad, on the 10 1/2 o'clock train, and stopping at Croton Falls, take carriages thence to Lake Mahopac. Let our country
friends blaze with enthusiasm.

Thirty-one Guns for Seymour's Nomination--The Eleventh Ward Union Democratic Seymour Club fired Thirty-one guns
on Thursday night in honor of the nomination of Seymour for Governor, after which they had a social entertainment at
the house of Mr. William Walsh, corner of Third street and avenue D.

THE POLICE COMMISSIONERS
Answer of the Metropolitan Police Commissioners to Governor Seymour.
To his Excellency Horatio Seymour, Governor of the State of New York:--

Thomas C. Acton and John G. Bergen, Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police for the State of New York, in answer to
certain charges made against them by H. K. Blauvelt, on the 1st of January and 2d of June, 1863, copies of which have
been communicated to them by your Excellency, state as follows:--

They reserve any questions that may arise as to the authority of your Excellency over them in reference to the charges
made, the mode in which such charges should be disposed of, or any purely legal questions which may be suggested
concerning such charges, or either of them.

CHARGES OF JANUARY 1, 1863
First--The first is that the Commissioners permitted John A. Kennedy, the Superintendent of Police, and certain other
officers named in the charge, to accept "the pretended offices of Special Provost Marshal for the Metropolitan Police
district of New York, without authority of law." We say nothing as to the question of law involved in this charge, leaving
that to be decided hereafter, if necessary. On the 1st of August, 1862, the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War of the
United States, by written appointment, made Mr. Kennedy a Special Provost Marshal for this Metropolitan district, to
perform the duties specified in the fifth paragraph of an order of the War Department, dated 31st of July, 1862, respecting
absentee officers and privates, and other duties devolved upon him under subsequent orders of the War Department, the
whole of such duties relating to assistance furnished the government of the United States towards the prosecution of the
war and measures of a lawful nature connected therewith. These duties were discharged with the knowledge of, and
without any objection from, the Commissioners, but did not interfere with the entire performance by Mr. Kennedy and
the other officers of their duties under the Metropolitan Police act.
Second--To the second charge these respondents say that all they know of the fact therein referred to is correctly stated in
their decision set forth in the charge which they insist was a correct determination in a judicial proceeding honestly made,
not amounting to a justification of Mr. Kennedy in any unlawful assumption of power, and not placing in peril the
personal liberty of any citizen of New York. The commissioners do not recognize the right of the Governor to review such
decision in this proceeding, but say that in all that they did concerning the matters of such second charge, they acted
officially and in good faith, and were not guilty of any misconduct whatever, as alleged in such charge.
Third--To the third charge the respondents say it is untrue.
Fourth--To the fourth charge the respondents say, that it does not allege any act of theirs, and does not call upon them for
any answer; but they deny that Mr. Kennedy's order, therein mentioned, was either calculated or intended to deter
citizens in the exercise of the elective franchise, or was in violation of law. They submit that it was a judicious order for
the purposes state in it, beneficial to the coun-



try, and evidently [?] calculated to promote the purity of elections.
CHARGES OF JUNE 2, 1863

First-To the first charge the respondents say that it is not true: that whether certain arrests, mentioned in the
specifications of that charge, were without valid authority, and in violation of the Revised Statutes of New York, are
questions of law which will be discussed when necessary. Algernon S. Sullivan was arrested by Superintendent Kennedy,
under directions from the Secretary of State of the United States, and no by any order or permission from the
Commissioners, who took no part in his arrest or detention, and are not responsible therefor. The Commissioners know
nothing of the arrest or detention of Henry A. Reeves, nor of James Horwitszen. Stephen Day was arrested under orders
from the War Department, but not by the direction of the Commissioners or under their authority, and they are not
responsible for the same. August H. Benning, Hugh Boyle, James Carroll, Lewis Ballard, David P. Webster, William A.
Greenleaf, William M. VanWagenen, William R. McDonald, Alfred Kershaw, Alfred Phillips, Frederick Duane, A. W. Platt
and Richards Kingsland were all arrested under the orders of the War Department of the United States, as were also
William Coddington and Michael J. Minlion, and not by order or direction of these Commissioners, and they are not
responsible for the same. Catharine McCabe was not arrested by the order or direction of the Commissioners, nor of the
Superintendent, Mr. Kennedy, but was discharged by him when she was brought before him; and neither the
Commissioners nor he are responsible in any way in regard to her. The Commissioners know nothing about the arrest of
George Malloy. Alexander Hutchings and Henry G. Kerner were arrested on the complaint of the landlord of a refectory,
because of a disturbance created in his establishment, and were taken to the station house and detained there till the next
morning; there being no court before which they could be brought; and if Hutchings became insane, it was from delirium
tremens, of which he had several attacked a short time previously. All that is said by the Commissioners in answer to the
specifications of the first charge aforesaid is on information and belief, as they were not in any way connected with either
of the arrests mentioned in either of said specifications, and had no interference with or control over the, except as to the
arrests of Hutchings and Kerner, which took the due course of law.

Second-The second charge and the specification thereof relate to the detention and imprisonment of some of the same
persons mentioned in the specifications of the first charge. The respondents had no connection with and exercised no
control over such detention, and know nothing of the same, except by information. When persons are arrested by the
police they are taken by the persons making the arrests to such place of detention as is prescribed by law and the rules of
the department.

Third-To the third charge under the date last mentioned the Commissioners say it is entirely untrue. The Commissioners
know nothing of the matters stated in the specifications except by information, and on such information deny each
statement contained in them tending to how that either of the persons mentioned in them was treated improperly in any
manner or degree.

Fourth-To the fourth charge, the respondents say it is untrue; they know nothing of the matter stated in the specifications,
except from information; but the respondents say, as regards the imprisonment of the persons therein mentioned, that cell
No. 4 mentioned in the first specification, was one of a range of four cells in all respects like No.. 1 of the same series,
neither of them being damp, noxious or unhealthy, no infested with vermin, nor filled with offensive or deleterious odors,
nor having any odor except such as belongs to a cell however properly managed. All such cells were frequently
whitewashed and were kept in a good an healthy condition. The bed in cell No. 4 was constructed in the same manner as
all the beds of all the station houses in the city; and it is not true that the confinement or either of the persons mentioned
in such specification was of a nature calculated to endanger their lives, nor that either of them was confined in a damp,
noxious and unhealthy cell; but it is true that cells Nos. 1 and 4 from the structure of the building, are not so well lighted
as Nos. 2 and 3 of the same range. All such cells were constructed when the headquarters of the police were first
established in that building, and continued unchanged until it ceased to be occupied by the department.

Fifth-To the fifth charge, the respondents say that it is untrue. They had nothing whatever to do with the transfer or
conveyance of the persons mentioned in any specification of that charge, who were all and each and every of them
arrested under the orders and authority of the United States government, and were held as prisoners of the United States,
and not of the State nor the police and these respondents were not are are not in any way responsible for any of the
matters contained in such fifth charge or specifications.

Sixth-To the sixth charge, under date last mentioned, the respondents say that the same is untrue. They had nothing
whatever to do with compelling or requiring either of the persons named in the specifications of that charge to take any
oath, but such persons took the oath of allegiance to the United States under an order of the War Department.

Seventh-To the seventh charge the respondents say it is not true. They had nothing to do with the requirements or
proceedings mentioned in either of the specifications of said charge, and the bonds referred to in them were severally
taken under an order of the War Department of the United States and in a form prescribed by such department, these
Commissioners having no connection therewith.

Eight-To the eighth charge the respondents say that it is untrue, and that, whatever may have taken place in reference to
any search referred to in either of the specifications of the said charge was not done under any authority from these
Commissioners, but in consequence of
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arrests made by order of the government of the United States, and these respondents are not amenable therefor.

Ninth- In answer to the ninth charge the respondents say that it is not true. The Board of Supervisors of the county of
New York; on the 6th of September, 1861, regularly passed a resolution authorizing the Police Commissioners to
purchase, in behalf of the county of New York, the necessary number of lots of ground in said county, and erect thereon
suitable buildings for police headquarters, and to pay for said land and building out of any moneys in their hands not
necessary to pay the police force stationed in the city and county of New York during the year 1861. This resolution was
received from the Mayor, with his objections thereto, September 19, 1861, and on the 7th of November the following was
adopted, notwithstanding such objections. Before buying the land on which to erect the building for their headquarters,
the three Commissioners, James Bowden, Thomas C. Acton and John G. Bergen submitted to their legal advisers, Messrs.
Brown, Hall and Vanderpoel, the question whether the surplus mentioned in the resolution of the Supervisors might
legally be expended for the purchase therein set forth. Those gentlemen gave their opinion in writing in the affirmative,
and referred in support of it to the twenty first section of the Police law of April 10, 1860, which declares "that the Board
of Metropolitan Police shall provide such office and business accommodations as it shall deem requisite for the
prosecution of its own business and that of its subordinate officers." That opinion will be furnished to your Excellency if
you desire it. And in the conclusion of Brown, Hall and Vanderpoel, I John E. Devlin, Esq., the present Counsel to the
Corporation of the city of New York, has concurred.

To answer to the first specification of the ninth charge the respondents say that they have expended about $125,000 in
the purchase of the ground in Mulberry and Mott streets, and the erection of building thereon for police headquarters,
and that such buildings have not been erected by contract; but they say it is utterly untrue that in the erection any
payment was made to "favorites at extravagant prices," but, on the contrary, they allege that the buildings have been
erected with a prudent regarding to economy, without any extravagance whatever; and they feel confident that any
intelligent and upright mechanics who examine the bills will say that they are reasonable and just, and show that in the
payment of them the public moneys were cautiously and properly expended. The respondents are not aware of any other
prohibition in the law of 1860, referred to in such specification, than that contained in the nineteenth section of such law,
which provides, among other things that no expenses, other than some therein particularized shall be incurred by the
Board of Police, "unless the same shall be expressly authorized, and provision therefor made as a separate county or city
charge by the Board of Supervisors of the county; or the joint Board of Supervisors of the county and Aldermen in the city
of Brooklyn, within which the expenditure becomes necessary." It was to meet that very requirement of the law that the
action of the Supervisors was taken as above stated expressly authorizing the expenditure which the Commissioners
made and the respondents say that they have not paid any money without authority of law.

The second specification of the ninth charge is untrue.

The only horses which the Commissioners have at any time purchased or kept are those required for the use of the
mounted police on the upper part of the Island of New York, and the Commissioners never purchased or kept any horse
or horses for their own use or that of their clerks.

The third specification of the ninth charge is untrue. The respondents have been informed and believe that in some
instances when policemen were engaged under the orders of Mr. Kennedy, acting as Provost Marshal, their expenses
were paid, but such payments were not made out of moneys raised by taxation, and paid to the Treasurer of the Board
under the laws of 1860, but out of funds belonging to and provided by the United States. It is to these payments the
respondents suppose that Mr. Blauvelt refers in this specification.

As to the fourth specification, the respondents say it is untrue that the Commissioners have annually received about ten
thousand dollars, or any such sum, as part of the moneys raised by taxation as aforesaid for the purchase of buttons for
uniforms of the officers and men of the force. The amount appropriated for such purpose were, for 1861, $1,200; 1862,
$1,000; 1863 $1,100. It is stated in this specification that the "officers and men have, nevertheless, been required to pay the
said Commissioners, or some of their subordinates, for the buttons furnished to and received by them respectively.' It will
be obvious to any one that it is very important to prevent police buttons falling into the hands of persons not connected
with the force, who might use them as the means of fraud and injury to the public. To prevent this the Commissioners
adopted the following rules:-When a man is appointed on the force the department furnishes him with a set of buttons,
which he is enjoined to preserve with the utmost care. If he loses them, or any of them, he is required to pay for the new
ones he obtains at the cost price; and if he resign or be dismissed he returns the buttons and is allowed half the price he
paid for the. The whole amount received by the department for buttons were, in 1861, $66.56; in 1862, $195.45 and in 1863,
$34.60.

Tenth-The tenth charge is untrue. In answer to the specification thereof the respondents say that on or about the 12th of
July, 1860, they received $13,756, contributed by the Japanese who had visited New York, to be distributed amongst the
police force as an acknowledgement of the attention which the police had paid to them during such visit, but without any
precise direction as to the mode of distribution. The Commissioners were at a loss to know how to dispose of the fund,
and devised various methods, neither of which proved satisfactory, and the question how the trust should be executed is
now pend-
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ing before one of our courts of justice, the board having no interest in that question, except to have such fund applied
consistently with the trust. They did not "keep the money a long time in their own possession" but on the contrary
invested it on bond and mortgage, and have since obtained the amount, with its increase the whole now amounting to
$14,665.62 which is on deposit in the Mechanics' Bank of Brooklyn, to the credit of "John G. Bergen, Commissioner of the
Police, as treasurer of the Japanese fund, it is utterly untrue that they have expended the whole, or any part thereof, for
purposes other than that for which it was deposited with them, or that they have violated any trust concerning it in any
way whatever.

Eleventh-In answer to the eleventh charge and specification thereof as to Seth C. Hawley, the Chief Clerk, the
respondents say:-He was an invaluable officer who became ill so that he should suspend his labors for some time, and
about the month of March last, with the consent of the Commissioners, he went to Nassau, in the island of New
Providence, where after his arrival, he acted as consult of the United States. He has not returned to his office in improved
health, and is in the full discharge of his duties. During his absence all his duties were fully performed by his deputy, and
no one was employed in his place. The other persons named in the specification, except Thomas Sampson and Eli Devoe,
assisted in the formation of the regiments sent to the war, but did not neglect any of their duties as policemen; nor did
they to the knowledge of the respondents receive any pay or salary from the State of New York or from the United States
while receiving salaries from the Commissioners. Charles Turnbull, Abraham Relay and Henry Fuller resigned, becoming
officers of some of the regiments mentioned. Thomas Sampson and Eli Devoe resigned more than a year ago, having
never been connected with the military so far as respondents know; and if either of the persons named in the
specifications received money while connected with the Police Department, except from the Commissioners, as legal
compensation the respondents are not aware of it.

Twelfth-As to the twelfth charge, the respondents say that is not true. In answer to the first specification of this charge
they say that they never did, for the purpose of acquiring an unlawful control over the members of the force, require
Theodore Brodhead, or any other person appointed as patrolman to sign, before being sworn into office, a resignation of
such office, nor was any such resignation retained by the Commissioners for the purpose of allowing them to dismiss
such patrolman arbitrarily and without a trial. When certain members of the Police Department entered the service of the
United States in the army, to assist in putting down the rebellion, the Commissions thought it was due to them that, in the
event of their return from war, they should be restored to the places they vacated, and to insure this result, determined
that it would be proper, when any one was appointed in the place of any volunteer who was entering the service of his
country, to request from the substitute a resignation which might be used when the original officer returned. Such a
resignation Theodore Brodhead signed, as they believe; but the Commissioners determined that it was useless to retain
such resignations, and destroyed them. Theodore Brodhead, from the time of his appointment, as ever remained and now
is a member of the police force. The only purpose of receiving such resignations was as here stated.

As to the second specification of this charge, the respondents say that neither of the person therein mentioned was
appointed to the police since the respondents have been members of the Board except Dennis Tierny and respondents
know nothing as to any agreement signed by any or either of such persons. But they have been informed and believe
that, under the advice of the counsel for the Commissioners, when certain persons who had belonged to the old police
force, and refused to recognize the new Board or law, sought to be newly appointed, it was deemed proper, for the
protection of the public, that, before being so appointed, they should agree not to prosecute a claim for salary during a
period in which they rendered no service to the department or to the public. There was no compulsion applied to either of
them; they voluntarily assented to this agreement; and the Commissioners, in approving and acting upon it, had no other
object in view than to prevent the public moneys being paid out for no service or consideration; and they are advised and
understand that their conduct in this respect was legal and judicious and has received the sanction of the Court of
Appeals of his State. It is entirely untrue that they have compelled or had anything to do with the payment of any
assessment, monthly or otherwise, by the persons named in the specification, or either of them, or any other person, to
one Swift, or any one else, for on account of compensation of any counsel employed by any of the persons mentioned in
the specification, to prosecute the claims they relinquished.

As to the third specification, the respondents say that Hiram Olds, therein mentioned, resigned as a member of the
police on the 7th of September, 1859, before either of the respondents became a commissioner; but on information and
belief they say it is untrue that he was compelled by the Commissioners to pay debts contracted by his wife prior to their
marriage and before he was appointed policemen; and respondents do not know whether he ever had a wife.

To the fourth specification of this charge the respondents say that it is utterly untrue.

In answer to the fifth specification of this charge the respondents say that some time in 1860 the then Commissioners in
order to insure entire uniformity in the cloth of which policemen's garments should be made, arranged with Mr. Wilson
G. Hunt, a leading merchant of New York, to furnish them the cloth for coats, pantaloons, vests and [illegible] the
uniforms of the police. For a time gloves were furnished for the men. The articles they so purchase [illegible] obtained at
prices much less than would be



demanded for them if purchased elsewhere by the men and thus proved to be a saving for them. It is entirely untrue that
the Commissioners have ever realized for themselves or their subordinates any profits from the furnishing of any or
either of said articles.

Thirteenth.-As to the thirteenth charge, the respondents say that if it be intended to accuse them of improperly influencing
public elections, or exercising illegal or censurable control affecting an election, or elector it is totally untrue. As already
shown in this answer, Mr. Kennedy was appointed Provost Marshal by the Secretary of War of the United States. In that
capacity and on his own responsibility he issue General Order No. 324 without any conference, consent or direction of the
respondents, and exclusively in discharge of what he deemed his duty to the general government. In the opinion of the
respondents, as private citizens and as public officers, it was a very proper order, for no "pretended" object or design to
deter citizens from voting but only, as heretofore stated, to protect the ballot box and promote the purity of elections;
while at the same time it seems very proper that any person guilty of claiming exemption from duty to his country by
pretending to be an alien or non-resident when he was neither, should be exposed, and, if possible brought to justice. The
respondents neither caused nor permitted Kennedy to issue said order, nor to insert any clause that it contains, and are
not responsible for it in any way.

To the third specification of this charge the respondents say that is untrue.

To the fourth specification the respondents say that is is true that Patrick O'Rourke, therein mentioned, was tried, but the
case was not closed and opened again as alleged, but kept open that a witness might be produced, who subsequently
testified. The result was that O'Rourke was dismissed after a regular trial and proper conviction. If Sergeant Petty
required said O'Rourke or asked him to contribute five dollars to political purposes, respondents had no knowledge of
the fact, and they are informed by said Petty and believe that the statement to that effect in his specification is false.
Fourteenth.-To the fourteenth charge, and the first and second specifications, thereof, these respondents say that they are
untrue so far as the respondents have any knowledge, information or belief. The Commissioners did not make any
appointments on the nomination of Supervisors to induce such Supervisors to vote; and if Jacob Coon paid any money to
procure the appointment as policeman, the respondents have no knowledge, information or belief as to who received the
same, and they had no connection with such payment. Neither of the respondents has any personal knowledge of such
transaction.

To the third specification of this charge the respondents say that Charles Daly was appointed a policeman, and these
respondents, after his appointment, were informed that he had paid two hundred dollars to a certain person not in any
way connected with the department to assist him in procuring the appointment; whereupon they sent for such person,
and on his admitting the fact they required him to stipulate at once for the return of the money to Daly, and also required
Daly either to resign at once or answer charges before the Board, which would certainly have been resented if he had not
so resigned. His resignation was immediately signed by him, and he has not since been admitted to the force. And these
respondents say that neither of them ever, either directly or indirectly, received any money, compensation or advantage
of any kind for making, agreeing to make, or having made any appointment to the police force. They have, in the making
of appointments as in all other of their acts, been actuated only by such motives as guide all honest and faithful public
officers in the discharge of their duty, and every statement or suggestion to the contrary in any of either of the charges
preferred against them is false.

Fifteenth-To the fifteenth charge the respondents say that the same is untrue. And these respondents further say that any
and every statement contained in either or the aforesaid charges inconsistent with any averment in this answer is untrue.
And they further say that if James Bowen, one of the Board of Commissioners of the Metropolitan Police, was first
appointed in the year 1857, are from that time up to an early day in January last discharged his duties as a member of the
Board with the utmost zeal, integrity and efficiency. At that date, having been appointed by the general government a
brigade general of volunteers in the United States Army, he was assigned for duty under Major General Banks, and
proceeded to New Orleans, where he has ever since been engaged in the service of his country. So far as these
respondents or either of them has any knowledge, information or belief every allegation in either of the charges aforesaid,
affecting or in any manner including said Bowen is untrue if it accuse him or any impropriety of conduct and if he were
here he would undoubtedly subscribe to the answer and ratify all the statements it contains.

The respondents have thus directly and fully answered all the charges preferred against them.

The duties of the offices they hold are arduous and important. The respondents have endeavored to discharge them all
in such manner as best to promote the efficiency of the police and the protection and welfare of the community.

They are ready to have all their proceedings investigated, but respectfully protest against any action to the detriment
until they have an opportunity to meet the accuser, and by the [illegible] proof at their command to vindicate themselves
triumphantly against every imputation cast upon them.

They trust that the charges against them may at once be dismissed by your Excellency, and that their course in
permitting Mr. Kennedy ad members of the police force while fully performing all their duties in the department to aid
the nation in the arrest of traitors and deserters, the prosecution and exposure of frauds and suppressing



Meeting of the National War Committee.

A meeting of the National War Committee, appointed at the war meeting held in the Park, took place yesterday
afternoon at the rooms of the Chamber of Commerce. The committee met with closed doors. After the adjournment we
learned that the matter of recruiting to full up the State quota was discussed at length. The following resolutions, offered
by Mr. Gould, were adopted:--

Resolved, That in the present situation of affairs, the first duty of loyal citizens is to press forward the new levies to the
seat of war with the utmost possible despatch. Not a day should be lost, since the gain or loss of a single day may lead to
the most momentous results.

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to urge upon the citizens and public authorities, personally and by
correspondence, the importance of now attending to their duty before everything else.

Resolved, that in order to have the entire military power of the loyal States ready and able at an hours notice to defend
our country against either rebellion or invasion, the National War Committee recommend that every loyal man able to
bear arms should, without exception on account of position or age, immediately enroll himself to learn and practice the
drill of a soldier and the maneuvering of war, and, as soon as practicable, procure suitable equipments and arms.

Resolved, That in order to facilitate the complete arming and organization, a book of enrolment be kept open by this
committee, and that so soon as twenty names are enrolled from any one vicinity they be notified by the secretary of this
committee to organize themselves into a company, commence their drills and call for recruits.

Resolved, That the Governor of the State be requested to approve of this organization.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the different cities and villages of the country to appoint war committees to
correspond and co-operate with this.

The names of the committee of seven appointed under the second resolution are as follows:--

David Dudley Field, Charles Gould, A. C. Richard John Austin Stevens, Jr., Abram Wakeman, Prosper M. Wetmore,
William Orton.

The following appeal for aid is made by is made by the committee:--

National War Committee of the Citizens of New York, Rooms of the Chamber of Commerce, August 30, 1862

The National War Committee of the citizens of New York, appointed at the War Mass meeting in the Park the 27th
instant, ask from citizens and corporations, the means necessary to carry out the purpose for which they were appointed,
viz:--"To promote a vigorous prosecutions of the war, and a speedy termination of the rebellion." That meeting
unanimously "resolved that, inasmuch as property in the loyal States is valueless should the the rebellion succeed, we call
on the moneyed and other corporations to contribute largely to the recruiting funds, and to every effort for suppressing
the rebellion."

To place regiments in the field there are, as is well known, many expenses to be incurred which cannot be paid by either
the State or the general government. The committee have already received several pressing applications for money, and
they, therefore, in this public manner, call on corporations and individuals to furnish the means to enable them to answer
the demands.

It is impossible for the committee to see each of their fellow citizens, but they confidently trust that this appeal will meet
a sincere and prompt response. For more than a year these calls for aid have been made, and they have been met in a
spirit of generous patriotism. But so long as there is an enemy in arms against the government so long must we continue
to labor and contribute, or all our past efforts will be worse than useless.

Special efforts are making for the legion of General Corcoran. Some payments have been already made for this corps.
The donors can, if they prefer, designate the particular appropriation to be made of each contribution.

There is no appeal to our benevolence or our patriotism so strong as that which comes from our country on the one
hand, and on the other hand from the families of soldiers.

Subscriptions can be sent to the Treasurer, Charles Gould, No. 2 Hanover street, or to either of the members of the
committee, viz GEORGE OPDYKE, Chairman, City Hall.

PETER COOPER, 17 Burling slip.
CHARLES GOULD, 2 Hanover street.
MOSES H. GRINNELL, 49 Wall street.
DAVID DUDLEY FIELD, 122 Broadway.
ALEX T. STEWART, Broadway, cor. Chambers street.
PROSPER M. WETMORE, 30 Pine street.
RICHARD D. LATHROP, 23 Park place.
MICHAEL CORCORAN, Astor House.
HIRAM WALBRIDGE, 12 Bridge street.
WM. ORTON, City Hall.

J. AUSTIN STEVENS Jr., 63 William street.
NEHEMIAH KNIGHT, 56 Park place.
ISAAC SHERMAN, 1 Hanover square.
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ANDREWS CARRIGAN, 51 Chambers street. R.M. BLATCHFORD, 31 Nassau street.

JAMES W. WHITE, 32 Chambers street. WM. CURTIS NOYES, 50 Wall street.
DAVID DOWS, 20 South street. A. C. RICHARDS, 128 Duane street.
TERENCE FARLEY, City Hall SAMUEL SLOAN, 68 Warren street.
EDWARDS PIERREPONT, 16 Wall street. JONATHAN STURGES, 125 Front street.
H. W.T. MALI, 135 Duane street. ANDRES FROMENT, City Hall.

ISAAC DAYTON, 247 Broadway. GEORGE A. BARNEY, City Hall.
CHARLES H. MARSHALL, 38 Burling slip. MARSHALL O. ROBERTS, 177 West street.
MOSES TAYLOR, 44 South street WILLIAM E. DODGE, 19 Cliff street.
MORRIS KETCHUM, 40 Exchange place. HENRY G. STEBBINS, 46 Exchange place.
WM. B. ASTOR, 85 Prince street. CORNELIUS VANDERBILT, 5 Bowling Green.
B. H. McCURDY, 45 Park place. JAMES BENKARD, 144 Duane street.
ADRIAN ISELIN, 36 Wall street. WM. A. DARLING, 96 Lexington avenue.

BANQUET TO GENERAL MEAGHER--Gen. Meagher was entertained by his friends at the Astor House, last
evening. The chair was occupied by Hon. Samuel Sloan. The Mayor, James T. Brady and many other prominent
gentlemen were present. After dinner a superb gold medal was presented to the General, after which the toast "The
United States" was drunk, and eloquently responded to by James T. Brady, Esq. The President then read the English
inscription on the medal, which enumerated all the battles the General had passed through, each of which was loudly
cheered. The second toast was - "The Guest of the Evening, General T. F. Meagher.

On the health of General Meagher being drunk, the enthusiasm was immense. At length, silence being restored, the
General made a lengthy response to the compliment that had been tendered to him and paid a glorious tribute to the Irish
Brigade, as ever true to the Republic, true to their race, true to the honor of old Ireland and the glory of her green flag.
(Enthusiastic cheering). After some further remarks in this spirit the General concluded thus: "In the presence of the
discarded ballot box-those rifled custom houses, those flamegirt [?] forts, that ravaged commerce, with the shipyards and
foundries of our deadliest foe subsidized for the destruction of the Republic with his insolent press and "the snobs and
blockheads of his Parliament inflaming the public mind against us, with the great swells of the insurrection conspiring
with the crowned heads of Paris and London to Mexicanize this continent, (hisses) with the regions of the South invited
and conducted hither by the spies and traitors of the North thundering at our gates, (cheers and hisses) with all the
mischief, apostacy and develish perfidy threatening the noblest commonwealth that ever yet three open it avenues to
man--what snivelling hypocrite, what brazen knave, what paltry dastard, what scurvy politician calls for peace
(tremendous cheering, which was kept up for several minutes.) War is indeed a calamity of malignant frightfulness.
Terrible in itself, as the destroyer of human life, it is the source of countless evils, which no precaution can anticipate, no
discipline restrain, no chivalry avert, and which though she may render them endurable, religion herself can but little
assuage. Listen to the adjuration of thousands, who within the last two years, have been laid to rest in the harness of
battle on the fields which their heroism has made magnificently famous, and over whose graves, uninscribed though
they be, the fires of heaven by night and by day maintain for the chivalry of the Republic a perpetual guard (Loud
applause). It comes to us in the darkness; it comes to us in the sunshine; it outstrips the fleetness of the wind on the
prairies; it transcends the flight of the boldest eagle, the echoes of the Alleghanies transmit it to the Sierras; from the
towering forests of Oregon, blending with the sublimest symphonies of nature, it rolls along the rivers of the West; it is
heard above the roar of the rushing waters of Niagara; it is heard above the thunders of the storm on Huron and Ontario;
it is everywhere heard throughout the land; it breaks from the lips of the dead; it is the prayer of the hour answered by
eternity; and by it, we of this day are conjured never to make peace with the armed enemies of the United States; never to
confer with them an instant, as parties to any settlement or compromise; never to desist an instant from the prosecution of
the war with the relentless vigor with which Andrew Jackson would have pressed it; never until the image of liberty now
ascending the dome of the capital shall, for the permanent happiness and glory of America, stretch forth the protecting
hand and dispense its benignant rays, wherever rebellion, the creed, the law, the dominion, the harmony, the wisdom, the
power, the congregated splendors of one nation, one constitution and one flag prevailed. (Loud and long continued
cheering and nine cheers more.)

A BIT OF A ROW

The next toast was the City of New York, to which the Mayor responded, and called upon Gov. Nye, of Nevada, to
respond. The worthy Governor after keeping the audience in perfect good humor with other remarks, made some
allusions to the present state of affairs, remarking that he would fill Fort Lafayette will heads and heels were put together.
This caused a volley of hisses, against which the President in vain rapped his hammer on the table. A gentlemen tried to
speak when the President asked him if he did not wish to hear the Governor, and on replaying in the negative was
peremptorily ordered to
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leave the room. Mr. Thomas C. Fields rose to speak but Hon. James T. Brady got the floor for a moment and censured
some whom he observed in the early part of the evening had intended to make disturbance. Mr. Fields made some
explanations, during which the rapping of the chair was drowned by the confusion. The President asked was he right or
wrong is asking free speech for Governor Nye, and a host of voices called out right, and said "Free speech and no Fort
Lafayette." Superintendent Kennedy stood in front for a moment as if he expected work, but at length General Nye
resumed and concluded by saying that "any person who considered that he had offended him, might call on him at any
time for redress."

The next toast was "The Memory of the Heroic Dead of the Irish Brigade." This was drunk in solemn silence; after which
Father Reed, of the old folk sang "The Irish Brigade."

The next toast was "Woman," which Thos. C. Fields responded, and in the course of his speech alluded to the previous
trouble, throwing out some some witty sarcasms against the Administration, and denying that, he had any sympathy
with Copperheads, but offering that he was an out-and-out Union man, and an Irishman to boot. (Cheers.)

"The Press" was then responded to by Captain Lyons, who was followed by other speakers, the guests separating some
time during the small hours of the morning.

Among the sentiments expressed on the banners, "with which the stage was liberally bedecked, was the following:-

Let it not be said that New York approves of the removal of George B. McClellan

Mr. August Belmond was chosen President of the meeting.

SPEECH OF AUGUST BELMONT.

He said:--I thank you most cordially for the honor which you have conferred upon me in selecting me to preside over
this meeting. We are assembled here tonight for the purpose of ratifying the nomination of the united democracy for city
and county officers. A better selection could hardly have been made. The gentlemen put in nomination are in every
respect worthy of the hearty support of the electors of this great and vast metropolis. Judge Brennan is a man of sterling
integrity, untiring industry and great administrative capacity, and he will make a most excellent Comptroller--(applause)
and the taxpayers of this city in voting for him will elect a most competent and honest officer to watch over their interests.
You all know our candidate for Corporation Counsel, John E. Develin (Applause). He is so well and favorably known to
you all that I cannot and need not add one single word in his behalf. Both as a lawyer and a man he is eminently fitted for
the office for which he has been nominated. Apart from the peculiar fitness of our candidates, we have the satisfaction of
knowing that they are and have always been sound democrats and strong and uncompromising supporters of the Union
and constitution. We have arrived at a period in our national history when too much stress cannot be laid on these
qualifications of men who claim the support of the democracy of New York. Though a purely municipal election, yet the
vote which you are called upon to cast next Tuesday will have a vast national importance. The conservative spirit of this
great Empire State has just spoken in words of thunder in the election of Horatio Seymour. (Cheers) The echoes of that
voice have gladdened the loyal heart, throughout the Union, of every good citizen. We have just seen the first fruits of our
victory in having good democrats elected in the neighboring towns of Connecticut, where for twenty years past we have
been unable to carry our ticket. It is a vast and mighty moral revolution which has spread over the land; it is our sacred
duty to see that its effects are not lessened by the reduction of one single vote in the glorious majority which the city of
New York has rolled up for Seymour. Another victory like the last, another majority of thirty two thousand for Brennan
and Develin, and we may confidently expect to see abolitionism driven out of its last stronghold--(cheers)--and then
alone, my fellow democrats, can we hope that the mighty arm of our army and navy against the rebellions in arms, and
by strict deference to the principles laid down by the fathers of the republic, bring back again one mighty and powerful
and prosperous people, under the blessing of the Union as it was and the constitution as it is.

A long list of vice presidents and secretaries was read and approved; also an address to the democratic electors, closing
with the following resolution:--

Resolved, That in our united and harmonious action, we have an assurance of a complete victory at the coming election,
which shall close up the political battles of the year with unvarying triumph, and be a bright harbinger of that success
which , we trust, before another year, shall roll around, will have us the States reunited under the constitution as it is and
the Union as it was, with the old Stars and Stripes waving on every hill-top from Maine to Georgia, and from the Atlantic
to the Pacific.

SPEECH OF JAMES T. BRADY

Mr. James T. Brady was then introduced to the meeting and was greeted with hearty applause. He declared that he had

not anticipated the honor of being the first gentlemen who would be called on to address this highly
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intelligent audience. He came here for two purposes, each close to his heart. He would name, as the first, the intense
desire that would last as long as the light of life burned in his bosom, which he had the capacity to speak at all to address
the democracy in their assemblies--(cheers)--and he postponed to that pleasure the hope he had of meeting here tonight
and listening with pleasure to the accents of him whom they had recently elected to the executive position of the State of
New York. (Cheers for Seymour.) If he could have permitted himself to be actuated by the low feeling of envy, he might
have been prevented from coming to see a great ovation to Mr. Seymour, for there was marked difference between Mr.
Seymour and himself--that Mr. Seymour had been a candidate for the office of Governor of the State and got it, and he
(Mr. Brady) had been a candidate and did not get it. (A voice, "You did not want it, Mr. Brady.") They would excuse him
from entering at large into the reasons for that singular result: but he did recollect that some years ago, when the
democracy was attempting to explain their defeat in a particular election, one of the democratic papers suggested that
probably the reason was that more votes of the opposition had got in the ballot box than on their side (Laughter). He was
afraid that he had been himself in that position. (Laughter) The election of Mr.. Seymour was an evidence of the triumph
referred to by their worthy chairman this evening, in which, while he advocated--as he (Mr. Brady advocated-the
vigorous, earnest, unclenching, unfaltering prosecution of the war (cheers) - at the same time that war was to be
prosecuted not to establish a military government in either division of the United State of America, but to establish the
constitution of the United States perpetually in the whole. He proceeded to read the following letter from Governor
Seymour:-
Utica, Nov. 27, 1862.

Dear Sir--Since I accepted yesterday your invitation to attend the meeting at the Cooper Institute tomorrow evening I find
it will not be possible for me to leave here and reach your city in season for that occasion. I have been constantly absent
from home during the past three months, and the short notice which I had of the meeting put it out of my power to
arrange my affairs so that I can be in New York before Saturday or Monday next. I regret this, as I wished to avail myself
of the earliest opportunity to expressing publicly my gratification with the vast majority given in your city in favor of
conservative principles. I also wish to do all in my power to uphold the strength and the organization of that conservative
party, and to contribute as far as possible to the success of their candidates at the pending election. Truly yours &c.
Horatio Seymour

TO MORGAN L. HARRIS, Esq.

Having entirely accomplished all that was in his mind in relation to Governor Seymour, he wanted to give another
reason that he had in coming to this meeting. It was that his heart might have the satisfaction of testifying his gratification
at the opportunity of speaking a word for his fellow townsman, his fellow democrat of the Sixth ward, the honest and
intelligent and excellent Matthew T. Brennan (Cheers) Mr. Brady spoke highly of Mr. Brennan, and said to the reflective,
cautious, business, conservative men of this city, that it was very necessary to the political health of this country that the
powers and the finances of the general government, and of the State and of the city, shall not rest in the same hands at the
same moment. They knew what republican legislation had done for the city of New York; and the intelligent people of
Europe understood the question as well as themselves. There had been a systematic, a wicked, at pitiful attempt by
republican legislation to dwarf this immense commercial metropolis from the magnitude and dignity which it deserved to
occupy to the meanest little provinciality that was ever subject to a vulgar despotism. While the democracy meant to have
an administration of this government, recognizing the existence of the federal constitution, with all its guarantees, with all
its powers, with all its limitations also, they should take this city into their own keeping, and see that the money
expended from the public treasury was applied to lawful, honorable, national and patriotic objects, He remembered that,
when this war broke out from his office window in Broadway he saw the battalion of men moving with the grand and
perpetual old flag to the scene of conflict, he had that feeling of exhilaration which stirs the heart of the American people,
and which has demonstrated what he stated in public twenty years ago, that if the occasion ever did arise, which he
prayed God might never occur, it would be ascertained that the American people had more military power and fervor in
them than any race of earth (Applause) It was with the feeling of the deepest humiliation in the first place that he
witnessed the conduct of the South, who, as soon as they broke out into rebellion, appealed to foreign power. It was an
insult to the democracy for if they had depended upon them they would have secured them all their rights under the
constitution. Others might have deserted them, the fanatics in every portion of the North might have reviled and assailed
them, but on this platform, in this assemblage, there were hearts that would have maintained their rights; and he would
entreat the South, by all the recollections of the past, by all the hopes of the future, to come back into the Union, to shake
hands with the democracy, and in less time than the most hopeful prophet could suggest, the democracy would have the
control of this government, and reinstate the constitution, the Union as it was, with all its rights and forces (Applause)
What was exhibited to day before [illegible]. The fact that each portion of the now divided empire of America was greater
than any Power in Europe (Applause) What man moving on earth ever had before 100,000 effective armed men? And yet
that number of mean had been under General McClellan (Applause). What had been done since he had been removed
from the command of the army and consigned to the honorable repose though ungrateful to him, of the Fifth Avenue
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Hotel and the affections and hospitalities of his friends? The papers tonight informed us that the attack upon
Fredericksburg would be postponed. He believed and hope that the necessities of the government would devolve
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upon them the duty or calling [illegible] (cheering) This country has proved herself to be a great Power upon earth. The
evening papers informed you that there were over three hundred thousand operatives in Lancashire, England, who were
depending upon the public for support; and yet, with this condition of affairs at hoe; England in her insolence undertakes
to hector us and talk about mediation in the affairs of this country. Why are these three hundred thousand operatives
suffering at this moment? Because America does not send them what they require. Three hundred thousand suffering
men in one district, because America does not go on with its machinery. The London Times says that is one of the richest
districts of England, as a manufacturing district, when the machinery was moving, and the poorest when the machinery
has stopped. What a spectacle was presented at the present tie-two divisions of the American family, with an army, say
100,000 upon one side and 150,000 upon the other-the context carried on with considerable suffering on the part of the
South--and yet you had not seen any such suffering, with all the expenditure of blood and treasure, that has been
experienced in a single district of England, now in a position of profound peace with all the world. While he decried war
and hated its consequences; while his heart bled to think that a young man in the prime of life, with a a father, mother,
sister or sweetheart to mourn his absence, should go forth to do service for him in the battle field which he did not do for
himself, he hoped that if England did not behave better, that the two divisions of the country would be united sometime
and give her a taste of their quality (Cheers) He desired to unite with his fellow democrats, with his fellow conservative
republicans, and with the men who were not specially attached to any particular organization, to give the administration
a generous support in the war, and they mean to, that there shall always be a constitution of the United States (Applause).
They mean, too, that there shall be a Union such as it was, so that in the future the American who may turn over the
record of the military prowess and success of the contending forces will make no invidious comparisons between the
citizens of the North and the South, and he will discover that, through the great influence of the democratic party the
nation was kept as one, and the States were bound together in an embrace more firm and perpetual than that of war
(Cheers.) However disintegrated this republic may seem to be, however separate and apart the States may be kept from
the living embrace in which they should clasp each other fraternally, if the South will but come back, but say something
against the war they are carrying on to the utter prostration of the leaders who are doing them injustice, and if she will
come back and united with us, all the stars of the old flag will glitter as brilliantly as in the glorious days of the past, and
shine on through the long lapse of ages forever and forever (Cheers.)

Messrs. Thos. C. Fields, Bradford, Cozzans and Norton followed. Mr. Elijah F. Purdy, in introducing the latter gentleman
said that he came to announce that the constitution and Union party had unanimously adopted the democratic ticket.

Hon. Theodore Tomlinson was introduced, and as soon as he had uttered a few words, Hon. John Van Buren, who was
expected at a much earlier hour, appeared on the platform and was received with loud cheers. Mr. Tomlinson proceeded
to speak in favor of the Union in a grandiloquent strain.

SPEECH OF HON. JOHN VAN BUREN

Hon. John Van Buren was then introduced and proceeded to say that he would have been preset sooner had it not been
for the fact that he knew several distinguished speakers had occupied the time. He said he had received a letter from
Governor Seymour that day, regretting his inability to be present to thank the people of this city, as he undoubtedly had
great occasion to do for the remarkable unanimity, power and courage with which they sustained his election at the
canvass through which we had just passed. Mr. Van Buren then spoke of the forthcoming municipal election, and the
candidates for Comptroller and Corporation Counsel. He alluded in flattering terms to the qualifications of Mr. Develin
and Mr. Brennan, and said that those nominations had been made in an unusual manner-a manner different from that in
which nominations had heretofore been made by the democratic party. The committees of Tammany and Mozart had
determined that to the one committee should be appointed the duty of selecting a Corporation Counsel and to the other
the duty of selecting a Comptroller of the city. He frankly admitted that such a nomination as that was not in conformity
to party usage, and they were assembled to ratify or reject it as they might feel disposed. The course of the nomination
might hereafter in other contests be the subject of considerable discussion. He himself had departed very much from the
usage of the democratic party in regard to the nomination for the next Presidency; and as a democrat, bound by the old
fashioned usages and traditions of the party he had no right to say for whom he would vote until the Convention should
assemble and declare who should be his candidate. But that order of things in regard to himself had gone by, and he
would support hereafter the candidate that was agreeable to him without reference to the candidate presented by any
organization. He undertook to state a few weeks since that he would vote for George B. McClellan for President in 1864.
(Cheers) He (Mr. Van Buren) should support Brennan and Develin in the coming election, not because they had been
nominated in the way to which he referred but because he thought the highest interest of the tax payers of this city
required that they should be elected. Mr. Develin was an excellent lawyer, a man of great ability, a strong personal friend
of the speaker, and a gentleman well qualified to discharge the duties of Corporation Counsel. He was acquainted also
with Mr. Brennan and though he was not a gentlemen of
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very high education-nor was it necessary that he should be far more so than Mr. Haws was at the time he was elected Comptroller of
this city--yet he (Brennan) was as well qualified in point of education to discharge the duties of Comptroller as Stephen Allen or Walter
Bowne at the time they were elected Mayors; and Mr. Brennan had as much education as Governor Tompkins and Andrew Jackson.
Mr. Van Buren proceeded to speak of Mr. Haws, and denied that the taxation of the city was reduced under his administration. He
charged that under the Comptrollership of Mr. Haws the debt of this city has been largely increased, and that the annual taxes of the
city had gone on augmenting until he became alarmed at them himself and determined to take a course not to prevent the taxation, not
to reduce the taxes, but to conceal the amount of taxation and to postpone the burden upon the people in a manner that it might escape
observation. He (Haws) had increased the debt some three millions of dollars, as the following figures would clearly show:--
INCREASE IN PERMANENT DEBT

Total funded debt of Corporation, Dec. 31, 1851, per Comptroller's report for 1858, page 67 $17,224,808.00
Assets held by Commissioners Sinking Fund, page 62 do $3,784,152.00
Cash to credit of Commissioner Sinking Fund, page 62 do 1,493,403.31
Bonds and mortgages pledged to Sinking Fund, page 14 do 661,989.78
5,939.545.09
Net amount of funded debt, Dec. 31, 1858 $11,285,352.91
Total amount funded debt, Dec. 31, 1861, per Comptroller's report
for 1861, page 102 21,783,344.00
Stocks held by Commissioners Sinking Fund, page 102 do 5,127,401.00
Cash to credit Commissioners Sinking Fund page 107 do 1,235,141.45
Bonds and mortgages held by Commissioners Sinking Fund,
Dec. 31, 1861, page 65 do 532,601.03
6,895,143.48
Net amount funded debt Dec. 31, 1861 14,888,200.52
Net amount funded debt Dec. 31, 1858 11,285,352.91
_Increase in 1859, 1860 and 1861 3,602,846.61

This will be greatly increased in 1861.
INCREASE OF TAXATION
The figures for 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, 1859 and 1860 are taken from Comptroller Haws' Report for 1861, page 153; the amount for
1861 from do., page 19, and the amount for 1862 from his communication to the Board of Supervisors, July 7, 1862, page 10:--

Under Mr. Flagg Under Mr. Haws

Tax in 1855...$5,843,832.89 Tax in 1859...$9,863,002.00

" 1856 ...7,075,435.72 " 1860....9,758,507.86

" 1857.....8,066,566.52 " 1861.11,627,254.23

" 1858.....8,620,926.00 ! 1862...9,908,342.98

Tot. 4 yrs....$29,606,761.13 Tot. 4 yrs.....$41,155,107.07
Four years' taxation under Mr. Haws $41,155,107.07
Four years' taxation under Mr. Flagg $29,606,761.13
Inc. of the fours years under Mr. Haws $11,548.346.94

From these figures it appears that in the first three years of the administration of Mr. Haws the funded debt increased $3,602,847.61,
and when the increase of the year 1862 can be ascertained it will greatly add to the amount, especially since it has been the steady
policy of the incumbent to throw over into the succeeding year as much of the actual debt as possible In the table submitted of the taxes
levied in the four years of Mr.. Flagg's administration, as contrasted with those raised for a similar period under Mr. Haws, the increase
is $11,548,346.94. The abolitionists would have the public believe that Mr. Haws has actually reduced the taxation from $11,627,254 in
1861 to $9,906,342 in 1862. Believing that we are living at a period when everything is being reduced but taxation, the statement invited
examination, and the result proves it to be a fallacy and affords an amusing example of the manner in which a financial reputation can
be secured. The actual estimates of the appropriations required by the heads of departments for the year 1862, and furnished to the
Comptroller, amounted to over $11,000,000; but Mr. Haws induced a republican Legislature to cut down these appropriations and
allow the Supervisors to raise less than $10,000,000, although it is now evident that a far larger sum than even the original estimates
will be required to meet the actual expenses of the year 1862. This explanation would e a sufficient answer to the claim set up in Mr.
Haws' favor; but another and startling fact demolishes utterly his claim to intelligence or economy. The Comptroller in 1859 procured
the passage of a law pledging the surplus revenues of the Sinking Fund for the payment of interest to the extinguishment of the debt,
but in 1862, at his insistence, the Legislature adopted another act, authorizing him to divert these sums to current expenditures, and
they were thus applied, in violation of good faith and sound policy. The sum thus diverted, together with the amount of reductions
from the appropriations asked for may be thus stated:--

From Sinking and General Funds............ $1,260,080
Estimates reduced..........cccoevvevieeveveeeennnne 1,111,897
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Total .o $2,371,977

Tax levy of 1862.........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiciiciiccccaes 9,906,342
TOAL e e $12,278,819

Thus the result of this financial legerdemain has not been to reduce, but simply to postpone taxation, and to avert the
attention of the public from the causes that operate to increase their burdens, under the impression that the skill and
vigilance of Mr. Haws has been successfully reducing them. Mr. Van Buren said it was important that in this municipal
election the democracy should keep up their majority, so as to prevent the opposers of Seymour from saying that the State
of New York did not stand in December where it stood in November--by the constitution as it is and in favor of the Union
as it was. It was not merely a contest for local offices, but he asked them to declare to the world in December, as they
declared in November, that this great commercial capital with its immense wealth, intelligence and enterprise, stood by
the Union now as it stood by the Union then, and would forever declare, as it forever heretofore declared, that it was
opposed to all schemes to abolitionize the government and to destroy the Union and the constitution. The speaker
alluded to the predictions he made previous to the election of Mr. Seymour, that he would be elected by a large majority;
and judging from the demonstration before him, he felt certain that not only the candidates which they had met to
support would be ejected, but would be elected by such an overwhelming majority as to convey to the people of the
country that New York city stands now, with all its intelligence, activity and wealth, by the side of the Union in
opposition to abolition, with a solidity and a power that terrified these people that were opposed to them. They would
teach the government that their real danger was not from going on to administer the law in conformity to the constitution,
but that their real danger was from their attempting to overstep the law. So long as the government went on in strict
conformity to the constitution and the laws they would be allowed to linger out a sickly existence until the close of their
official term; but the moment they overstepped the constitution, the moment they departed from well ascertained
principles of right, they resolved society into its original elements. They gave notice to us, said he, who have the physical
force, not only that the physical force resides with the governed, but that resistance to tyrants is obedience to God. (Loud
cheers) The real security of Mr. Lincoln and his Cabinet, and the men who are not administering the government of the
country, lies in their faithful obedience to the constitution. The moment that they depart one line from it, they throw off
the protection of the law, resolve society into its original elements, and make it a question of physical force. And in this
community or in New Jersey, with its fourteen thousand majority for the democratic party, or in any portion of the State
of New York if they transcend in one line or one letter the written constitution of the United States, I would not answer
for the personal safety of any man connected with the government who should set his foot upon our territory. (Cheers)
They have talked of arresting prominent men on our side, and they have spoken at times of arresting me-not to me-they
would not talk such nonsense to me. The meeting soon after adjourned with cheers for the Union and its armies. The
[illegible] throng around.

STAND NO. 3
which was located at the west end of the City Hall was called to order by Henry Hill, Esq., who nominated Abraham
Wakeman, Postmaster, for Presiding Officer. The nomination was unanimously indorsed by the audience, and Mr.
Wakeman, in taking the stand, briefly thanked them for the honor, whereupon the following list of Vice-Presidents and
Secretaries was read and unanimously approved:

VICE-PRESIDENTS

John T. Henry, Peter Mitchell, Isaac Dayton, Henry Smith, C. C. Pinckney, Andre Frement, Wm. A. Darling, Charles J.
Chipp, John E. Develin, John P Cuming, Guy R. Pelton, R.A. Witthaus, Wm. Curtis Noyes, Henry W. Genet, Cyrus
Curtiss, David S. Coddington, Anthony L. Robertson, Wm. Cullen Bryant, Hugo Wesendonck, William Walsh, Thos. B.
Tappan, James Kelly, John Keyser, Jos. Hoxie, Walden Pell, S. D. W. Bloodgood, James W. Farr, George Wilkes, Frank E.
Howe, John H. Almy, Samuel Sloan, William McMurray, Geo. E. Baldwin, Homer Franklin, Robert Gamble, Dennis
McCabe, F.B. O'Keefe, Andrew H. Green, Edward Dayton, Dennis McCarthy, Patrick Tracy, John O'Keefe, James W.
Beekman, Daniel Gallagher, George W. Van Nort, George Peckham, Robert A. Adams.

SECRETARIES
Charles C. Nott, Hamlin Blake, Elliot F. Sheperd, Samuel Blatchford, Wm. G. Kind, George Rogers, P.J. Joahimsen, David
VanNostrand, Wm. Bond, Richard A. McCurdy, M. G. Hart.

The first speaker was Albert Cardozo, Esq. He said he regretted that he could not make himself heard by the immense
throng he saw before him, that he might impart to each man the hope he felt of the perpetuity of this glorious Union, if
the people would only arouse themselves and make one more great effort. He had no confidence in the croakers who
were always desponding, and were continually fearing and prophesying the failure of our attempt to maintain the
integrity of the Government. Such
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men should look upon the vast concourse of people assembled here to-day, and take heart, for the hearts of the people
were in this struggle, and they were determined to rescue the Government from destruction. It was an important crisis in
the history of the nation; and the large assemblage here to-day indicated that the people appreciated the crisis. The
nations looks to New-York for deliverance, and shall she be disappointed? (Cries of "No!No!") Shall the Empire City
prove recreant to her duty? ("Never!") No; she never will. She will show that she has a self-reliant population-a
population capable of sustaining themselves in this crisis, and responding in a fitting manner to the call of the
Government. The question which waits us, is whether we will triumph in this struggle, or submit to the domination of
traitors? (Voice-"We never will submit")

At this point the Sixty-ninth Regiment made its appearance, and was greeted with three cheers and a tiger; also three
more for Gen. Corcoran.

Alderman Farley, who came up in the escort of the Sixty-ninth, now took the stand, and was introduced by Mr.
Wakeman, who after paying a high compliment to his patriotism, and his able efforts in behalf of the Government in this
crisis, resigned his seat to him, as the presiding officer who had been designated by the Committee of Arrangements.

Mr. Cardozo continued his remarks and said that the issue was whether we should preserve the free institutions under
which we had grown great and properous, or whether we should suffer [illegible] Government to be dismembered and
broken up, and our proud position among the nations of the earth destroyed. We must meet the issue as men, and if the
whole people, young and old, rich and poor, would unite and render what assistance they could, the Union as it was
would again be restored, and the Government preserved. (Cheers)

The President then introduced Gen. Strong, of the Western Army. Gen Strong said he had been requested to lift his voice
here, as he had been doing for the last ten months in the camps of the West. He saw before him the citizens of native and
foreign birth, and all enjoyed alike the blessings of union and liberty; and he wished to ask them here, to-day, to band
together as one man in the defence of that Union, and of those liberties. Let the all go, and shoulder to shoulder, fight for
the maintenance of this glorious Union, as long as life remained. (Cheers) When the war broke out he had gone to the
Valley of Mississippi, to use there what little effort he was capable of, for he believed that until the Mississippi was
reclaimed, we had not and could not dismember this terrible rebellion. He wished to see whether the residents of
Mississippi Valley were willing to preserve that portion of the Union from the fangs of traitors, and he could tell them
here to-day that the Valley of Mississippi was safe; (cheers) then men living on the borders of that great river would never
permit it to be given up to rebels or to foreign Governments as long as a drop of blood flowed in their veins. (Cheers)
They were determined that that region should forever be devoted to free labor and to support of our glorious Union. All
was safe in the mighty West, and with 50,000 more troops they would be able to reclaim, hold and occupy every foot of
land west and southwest of the Cotton States. He said that he had three sons now in the field, and the fourth and last one
had left a situation in Canada and would enroll his name as a volunteer to-morrow. In the West whole neighborhoods
were enlisting en masse to go down and take these traitors by the throats. In Southern Illinois which but lately
sympathized strongly with secession, the sympathy was now entirely crushed out. They had stood upon the crater of this
hellish gulf of rebellion, and had seen their peril in time to save themselves. Every man in the country should hold
himself in readiness to march, and all should give up time and money until this rebellion was crushed out. He called
upon all present to hold up their right hands and swear with him eternal fidelity to the Union and Government. (The
immense crowd lifted up their hands and responded to the call with cheers) In the West they were determined that they
would leave a pool of blood in every house before they would submit to this infernal rebellion. (Cheers) After some
further remarks, Gen. Strong closed, and was followed by Ethan Allen, Esq., Assistant United States District-Attorney
who on taking the stand, was greeted with prolonged cheers.

At the close of Mr. Allen's speech, Gen. Sickles was introduced, and received with the most enthusiastic applause. When
it had subsided, a man in the crowd cried out, "Give 'em h---1, now, General Sickles - "We do that down in Virginia."
(Great laughter and applause) Thirty thousand brave soldiers, said he, now represent this Metropolis on the battle-field;
$300,000 of the treasure of this City had gone into the hands of the National exchequer. And still the golden tide flows on.
Through the hands of the Mayor and Common Council of New York, millions had been distributed to the families of
volunteers, and, (as Alderman Farley reminded him), more was ready if wanted. In 1860, fifty thousand votes were cast in
this City for compromise, conciliation and peace; in 1862 fifty thousand bayonets were ready to compel obedience from
those on whom compromise and conciliation were lost. (Applause) But the question now was what is to be done? The
President calls for more troops. This City had got to furnish at least 10,000 more volunteers. It was only necessary for the
City to understand what she is required to do, and she will do it. The President was helping on the work, so was the
pulpit--as well in the Church of the Pilgrims as the Catholic [illegible sentence]
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[illegible sentence] not only heard at home, but like a true hero, he was not afraid to beard the British lion in
his den, and to tell England to her face that this great Republic was, and should continue to be a unit.
(Prolonged cheers) The banks, too, could help in this crisis; let them wake up to the exigencies of the hour; let
them offer a bank bounty, and if it is according to their purse it would be a handsome bounty. Let us hear also
from the merchants, who, as a class, were second to no people in the world. They had already done much, he
was aware, but they could do still more. The women, too, could do a great deal; the women of the South had
done as much to fill the ranks of the rebellion as their Government. This country would never had been
discovered but for the liberality of a woman.

The speaker here alluded to the assistance rendered by Queen Isabella to Columbus, after his petitions had
been rejected by the crowned heads of Europe; and said that here was an example for the women of America.
We had everything to encourage us in the great effort we were now making. This rebellion, always audacious,
had now summoned its last man, and appropriated its last dollar. One more campaign will close the war. It is
for the people to say whether it shall be a short and successful campaign. Nothing was more cheering to the
army of the Potomac than the energy and enthusiasm everywhere displayed to reinforce their ranks. We had a
President in whom all could confide; we had a Secretary of War who displayed energy, ability and
enthusiasm; we had a navy which had added laurel upon laurel to those already won upon the sea; we had
Generals equal to all their trusts, the strategy of Halleck, the skill of McClellan (Cheers for McClellan), the
enthusiasm of Pope, (A voice--"And Sigel") yes, the brave Sigel, the heroic Corcoran) cheers) the gallant
Meagher (cheers) and many others that I might name.

And then we have 50,000 statesmen not in office, and as many Generals of rare military genius not in the
army, but whom we everywhere meet on the sidewalks--many of whom are dissatisfied with the manner in
which the war is managed, but do not enter the army to try and better it. In conclusion, he urged all whose
circumstances would permit it, to enter the ranks and join in winning that "immortality which is the bounty
which history offers to every soldier of the Republic." (Prolonged cheers)

Gen. Sickles was followed by W.T.B. Milliken, Esq., and Hon. D. S. Coddington, who delivered eloquent and
able speeches, which we are compelled to omit for want of space.

THE GREAT EASTERN NOT TO BE ON EXHIBITION--In consequence of the short time the Great Eastern
will have to remain here, the agents have concluded not to exhibit her to the public, as it will greatly interfere
with their business arrangements and delay the vessel.

COUNTY POST. R.K. CROCKER, Editor, Friday Morning, June 5, 1863

Mass State Convention for Peace and Reunion--We have already alluded to the meeting proposed to be held
in New York on the 3d of June, the call for which is advertised under the above caption. *******

We frankly say that, while we have not seen clearly the wisdom of calling the meeting in question at this
time, we see no serious objection to its assemblage, and are not at all disposed to dissuade Democrats from
attendance. It will be a meeting of citizens for the expression of their opinions, upon great and vastly
important public questions And as to the apprehension, that it may lead to any conflict of Democratic
organizations, the remedy against that will of course be in the hands of the meeting.

The plain English of the above is that while the Argus, representing the
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Democracy, while professing to be in favor of a vigorous prosecution of the war, have lost no opportunity in
which to denounce the administration, prate over its imbecility, complain of its arbitrary exercise of power
whenever a traitor was deprived of his liberty, and indirectly impede the officers of the Government in their
honest and well intended efforts to crush out the Rebellion. Under the delusive cry of "arbitrary arrests,"
"despotism," and the like, they have even gone so far as to defy the power of the Government to carry on the
war unless it changed its policy to suit their peculiar views. They have boldly proclaimed in no less high
quarters than through the Governor of our own State that they--the Democracy--would "pause" until such time
as the policy of the administration should suit them, thus clearly inciting rebellion at home. They have not
hesitated to attend these pernicious Vallaudigham gatherings, whose sold object was to criticise the acts of the
administration in its efforts to put down the Rebellion, and not to uphold the laws or save the Constitution. In
these and a thousand other instances that might be mentioned, we say that the Seymour Democracy have
proved themselves far more inconsistent than Fernando Wood himself. Beside, the evidences are too palpable
on the part of the Seymour Democracy that, though hating Fernando Wood with a perfect hated, they feel his
power and are ex necessitate--compelled to acquiesce of not openly endorse his policy. This is plainly seen in
the revise and republication of the Democratic Legislative Address by the Argus, which had been repudiated
by the Wood Democracy. Also in the very modest acquiescence in the propriety of holding the Peace Meeting
above alluded to.

We are glad, however, to witness the effect which the power of public sentiment has had upon the Seymour
Democracy, as expressed in the action of the Democratic State Committee, held in Albany simultaneously with
the Utica Convention. The Argus, in stating the position of the Committee on the subject of peace, gives us the
following sound doctrine to which it is hope they will adhere:--

As regards the subject of Peace, which is the aspiration of every patri-
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ot, the Committee declare that the only true, lasting and beneficent peace which can be made is one that will
once more embrace the whole Union under the aegis of the Constitution. A Peace on the basis of separation
would be but another name for War. Separation would be but a step to dissolution, and dissolution of
anarchy. Those who demand an instant peace, propose in effect that the Powers now at Washington and at
Richmond should partition this once united country between them, and destroy forever all the chances of its
reconstruction and sink forever also the cause of constitutional liberty throughout the world.

No! let us have no such peace! If war is forced upon us, as the alternative, let us sustain our armies in the
field, with all the resources they call for.

This is not only sound, but loyal, and if adopted by the Peace Convention we, with the Argus, can "see no
serious objection to its assemblage."

Seymour Democracy, has been opposed to the calling of the Fernando Wood Peace Convention alluded to,
yet, unable to prevent it, it now gives it a quasi endorsement, clearly intimating that its design is to obtain
control of the meeting, and thereby thwart its real objects. In this we could hope for the success of the
Seymour Democracy, were it no that of the two wings of that party we look upon the Wood and Vallandigham
portion as the most consistent. Fernando Wood, miserable traitor as we believe him to be, has never professed
to be anything else than a sympathiser with the South, and boldly and openly advocated his traitorous
doctrines. The Seymour De-

HEADQUARTERS METROPOLITAN HOME GUARD--Room No. 41 Astor House--The standing committee
of twenty-five of the Metropolitan Hoe Guard are requested to meet as above on WEDNESDAY, May 1, at 10
AM. By order.-Chauncey Schaffer, Chairman. Jos. P. Jardine, Secretary.

SERIOUS AFFRAY--Quite a serious affray occurred last evening in Hudson street, near Broadway, between a
party of civilians and soldiers, during which one or two of the latter were seriously injured. The police
arrested all the belligerents.

The Common Council of New York has adopted a resolution, unanimously, directing the Park Barracks to be
razed and removed, forthwith, because the buildings have "ceased to be occupied or required for the purpose
for which they were originally erected, and are now prostituted to the basest of uses, among them most
disgraceful of which is the unlawful and arbitrary incarceration of our citizens."
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THE HERALD AS A CORPORATION ORGAN--1t is reported that the Herald is to be publisher of the official
advertisements of the Corporation of the city of New York, on account of its having a larger circulation than
any other paper published here; and we have frequently printed official notice for our own and other
governments, to say nothing of applications for loans from the corporations of Western cities; but we had no
idea that the good people of New Orleans appreciated us so highly as to confer upon us a similar favor. An
advertisement which we publish this morning was directed by the Corporation of New Orleans to be inserted
in the official organ of that city and in the NEW YORK HERALD, thus making us a sort of Corporation paper
for New Orleans as well as for New York.

The Corporation offers to sell the right to construct a passenger and freight railway along the levee front of
the city, and also through two of the principal streets, connecting the Mississippi river with the basin or
harbors of Lake Pontchartrain. This is a fine chance for Law, Vanderbilt and the other aspirants for the control
of a railroad through our Broadway. They can now buy the right to build a paying road in New Orleans
without having to disburse a cent to lobby agents. All they have to do is to call upon Col. Thorpe, City
Surveyor of New Orleans, at the Metropolitan Hotel, to-day, and settle the matter at once. We hope that the
Corporation of this city and the Legislature of this State will take a hint from the New Orleans authorities
when they have another railway privilege to dispose of, and advertise it for sale, either at a fair price or to the
highest bidder, instead of giving it away for nothing to those who pay the largest fees to lobbyists.

ARRIVAL OF NEW-ENGLAND RECRUITS

Massachusetts and Maine sent 500 recruits for their regiments in the field yesterday. Two hundred and fifty
of them were for the Maine Eleventh. They were all fully uniformed and equipped. After stopping a few
hours for rest and refreshment at the Park Barracks, they were forwarded on their way.

Ladies' Central Relief Committee

While the unhappy women of the South according to the latest accounts, are forming themselves into military
associations and practising with pistols and rifles, our northern ladies are engaged in supplying their sick and
wounded countrymen with every possible aid and comfort.

A most interesting spectacle is daily presented at the Cooper Institute in this city, by those engaged in the
duties of the Central Relief Committee. No one who has not visited their rooms can form any correct idea of
the labor performed by them, in receiving, repacking, addressing and forwarding the countless packages
which come to them from all parts of the country. Still further to give our readers an illustration, we may add
that as much as fifty thousand dollars' worth of clothes, medicines, cordials, wines and food for invalids have
been sent to Washington and Hagerstown in a single week, all put up by the fair hands of these admirable
women. It is curious to remark, that among the large donations which come pouring in for the relief of our
suffering soldiers, quite a number, of value, have again and again been received from Montreal, and it is a
common occurrence for strangers to come in with handfuls of money, and hand it over voluntarily as their
contribution to the cause of benevolence and the Union.

21



City Intelligence

A Soldier's Monument in Landmann's Hamilton Park --Monday, having been the anniversary of the battle of Cross Keys,
was commemorated in a very appropriate manner by our German citizens by setting up a large monument in
Landmann's Hamilton Park, in honor of the noble soldiers of Blenker's old brigade who fell in that engagement. The
Twenty-ninth New York Volunteers, together with large delegations from many of the German civic societies, took part in
the ceremonies, previous to which they marched in grand procession through many of the principal streets of the city,
arriving at Hamilton Park about mid day. Here the monument had already been erected. It consisted of a brown stone
column, twenty-eight feet high, on a base of ten fee square, containing four tablets, with suitable inscriptions, the names
of the German regiments and other ornamentations. On the two prominent tablets are the following words.- Honor the
Brave. "8th June, 1862" "Cross Keys."

The proceedings consisted of an oration by Dr. J.A.Foersch, who spoke in the most eloquent language respecting the
valor of the dead heroes whose memory they had assembled to honor. Among those present were General Blenker, Prince
Salm Salm, Colonel Drickel and Lieutenant Colonel Schiembach.

Excitement in Tammany Hall.

There was a large gathering of the "unterrified" last evening in the old wigwam, in anticipation of a grand struggle
between the rival candidates for Comptroller. The forces of Boole, Judge and R. B. Connolly, Briggs and the other
aspirants for financial honors, were marshalled under their respective leaders. But the result was the settlement of the
particular question in dispute without a division.

On previous occasions the struggles have been bitter and protracted, the discussions and the voting lasting until after
midnight; but in consequence of the friends of R. B. Connolly raising no issue, but submitting to the [?] of policy of the
opposition, the meeting terminated at an early hour, thus avoiding another test vote, these tests having proved rather
unfortunate and depressing.

Peter B. Sweeny offered a resolution similar to that adopted for the November election, proposing the appointment of a
committee of one from each ward, except the First, Second and Third wards which, together, should have but one
member--to negotiate with Mozart Hall for a union upon the nominations for Comptroller and Counsel to the
Corporation. The resolution was unanimously adopted.

The following members were appointed in pursuance of said resolution, each ward naming the delegate for itself:--
Wards Wards

1,2 and 3 - Thomas Byrnes 13-John H. Tripp

4 - C.J. Dougherty 14-James Carty.
5-John Y. Savage 15-]. W. Fowler

6 - Morgan Jones 16-E. B. Hart

7 - Wm. M. Tweed 17-Smith Ely, Jr.

8 - Ralph Bogert 18-John J. Bradley

9 - Charles J. Chipp 19-Terence Farley
10-Elijah F. Purdy 20-Peter B. Sweeny
11-F. 1. A. Boole 21-John Kelly
12-Edmund Jones 22-Michael Connolly

There were many important developments in the appointment of this committee of the passing away of political power
from those who have heretofore held strong sway in public life: for instance, the Twelfth ward--of which Henry W. Genet,
the present county clerk, has always had undisputed sway--chose a representative in opposition to him, thus proving, in
political parlance, that he had "lost his ward." There were several other equally significant selections. The special
committee subsequently organized by electing Wm. M. Tweed chairman, and appointed the following gentlemen to
communicate with Mozart Hall, viz: -P. B. Sweeny, F. I. A. Boole, Smith Ely, J. W. Fowler and Thos. Byrnes.

The General Committee then adjourned to the 17th inst.

Tammany Hall on the War.

THE VOICE OF THE DEMOCRACY--THE GOVERNMENT TO BE SUPPORTED IN SUPPRESSING THE REBELLION

At the last meeting of the Tammany Hall Committee the following patriotic resolutions were adopted. reasserting the
position of the Democracy on the war:

FIRST -- SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT

Resolved, That this committee fully approved the following resolution, adopted by the last Democratic State Convention:

"That they will continue to render the government their sincere and united support in the use of all legitimate
means to suppress the rebellion and to restore the Union as it was, and maintain the Constitution as it is--believing that
that sacred instrument, founded in wisdom by our fathers, clothes the constitution authorities with full power to
accomplish such purpose."

SECOND -- MOVEMENTS FOR PEACE

Resolved, That we earnestly desire the restora-
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tion of peace to our beloved country, now so long desolated by the scourge of this unnatural and fratricidal
war.

2. That the terms of peace, when made, must necessarily determine the future character of our
government, the condition of our people, and the destiny of our country.

3. That we have not faith in the views, the purposes, or the capacity of the dominant party, to
determine questions of vital importance to the liberties, the rights, and the happiness of the American people.
That we hold that it is as incapable of making an honorable, beneficent peace, as experience has shown it to be
of waging successful war.

That, as the inauguration of affirmative peace movements at this time by those who have no power
to give effect to their views might afford the dominant party a pretext, in conspiracy with the Southern
Confederacy, to make a peace by the separation of the states; and whereas, The Democratic and conservative
masses of our people, who are opposed to any terms of peace which fail to restore the Union and save the
Constitution, hesitate to trust that measure to the hands of those who are hostile to both, we deem this a fit
occasion to protest against the negotiation of a peace by the administration except upon the basis of a
preservation of the Union and of the government established by the Constitution.

THIRD - USURPATION OF POWER AND INVASION OF PERSONAL RIGHTS

Whereas, The Republican party, through their journals and through their accustomed speakers, at an
unorganized meeting recently held in the city of Utica, have openly declared that this government ought to
place the military above the civil and judicial authority; that it ought not to be held in check by the
Constitution of the United States, or of the states; and that it may rightfully disregard the laws of the land, by
suppressing freedom of speech, violating the homes of our citizens, and depriving them of their liberties,
without due process of law or trial by jury; and

Whereas, The great end of all free governments is to secure to the people the rights of person, of property, of
the fireside, of speech, and public discussion and of religious and political opinion; therefore, in behalf of the
Union-loving and law-abiding citizens of this state, we repel and denounce the slavish, cowardly, and despotic
principles thus put forth by a political assemblage, which appropriately assumes the "loyal" designation under
which the Tories of the Revolution proclaimed their unconditional support of the administration of the King of
Great Britain. And we charge that many of the active agents in getting up said meeting were influenced by
pecuniary and personal interests, in contracts, office, and stocks.

Resolved, That we accept the issue thus tendered us by a party which proclaims its contempt of the
Constitution and the laws; and that we will go before the people of this state and of the country, with full
confidence that they will not throw away those principles of civil and religious liberty, taught to them by the
great and good men of the country and incorporated in the foundations and framework of our government.

Resolved, That not only the disorganizing principles avowed by the retainers of the administration, but the
arbitrary acts of its subordinates, are calculated to inspire the friends of the constitutional government
throughout the world with alarm. The dispersal of conventions of the people by the armed force, the
suppression of public journals; the arrest of civilians and clergymen for opinions uttered in the forum and the
pulpit, and their cruel and unusual punishment; the coercion and falsification of the votes of soldiers; the
public removal, with opprobrious stigma, of an officer of a New Hampshire regiment for the offense of voting
the Democratic ticket-are acts which run through the whole code of despotic systems and turn the guarantees
of constitutional liberty into a mockery and a snare.

Resolved, That while we do not object to the rightful exercise of military law within the lines of warlike
operations or amid the scenes of insurrectionary strife, we maintain that beyond those limits the civil law is
supreme, and that those who seek to prostrate it by force of arms are traitors to the country and the
Constitution.

Resolved, That we recognize in the statesmanlike letter of Governor Seymour to the late Albany meeting a
noble defense of the principles of civil liberty, to which we pledge our firm and unanimous support.
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"three cheers for Clement Vallandigham, the next Governor of Ohio." The call was responded to with a shout
the like of which has seldom been heard in any hall in this city. The assemblage rose as one man, and waved
hats, handkerchiefs, stocks and umbrellas for several minutes, roaring out cheers until it seemed their voices
would positively crack from over exertion and straining. Scarcely did this excitement cease when another was
occasioned by someone calling for "three groans for Burnside"--a call which was followed by a multiplicity of
groans hisses and derisive shouts, in every possible key and voice. Fernando Wood was next honored with a
very enthusiastic round of cheers; after which the name of George B. McClellan was roared out, and was
saluted with another outburst, surpassing even that which the mention of Vallandigham's name had evoked a
few moments before. "Three times three," and "three times three" repeated over and over again, attested that
the people at least still believed in the gallant ex-commander of the noble Army of the Potomac.

The audience continued thus to amuse themselves for upwards of three-quarters of an hour, cheering every
once in a while for "Peace," "Wood," "Seymour," "McClellan," Vallandigham" and "Governor Parker, of New
Jersey." Some merriment was occasioned by a call for "three cheers for Jeff. Davis," uttered in an ironical tone.
The audience took it as a good joke and laughed and hissed in response, but not a single cheer went up for the
President of the Southern confederacy.

While these scenes were being enacted two ladies made their appearance among the audience, one gliding on
the platform and seating herself in a conspicuous position beside the President's chair, and the other gliding
into a chair among the "rough and ready" of the spectators. Their appearance was hailed with a slight
manifestation of respectful applause. The lady on the platform-who, we were informed, was Mrs. F. C.
Dinninny, wife of the presiding officer-did not tarry long amid the wildness of the opposite sex, but, finding
herself in a glorious minority, disappeared from the scene after surveying the audience for some fifteen
minutes. The other feminine spectator stood it out to the end.

THE DECORATIONS OF THE HALL
were much the same as at all public gatherings which have taken place within the same walls since the
beginning of the rebellion. The Star Spangled Banner was twined around the busts of Washington, Franklin
and the other heroes whose heads occupy niches in the hall of the Union. The flag of the Union hung from arch
to arch, and the "starry emblems" were suspended in ample folds at the back of the platform; seven large flags
covering the same number of mirrors which are fitted into the wall back of the stage.

Over the left side of the platform, looking toward Fourth avenue, was the following scroll:--

The Union as It Is and the Constitution as It Was. Stand Firm.
Over the middle of the platform were these words of the immortal Saga of Ashland:-
The Great Issue before the Country is this:-Shall Abolition put down the Union, or shall the Union put down Abolition ?-
Henry Clay, 1851

Over the right side of the platform was the following brief inscription:-

No Proscription for Opinion's Sake.
A banner at the back of the stage likewise contained the following inscription:-

Twenty-Second War. WAR IS DISUNION, FINAL AND ETERNAL. Stephen A. Douglas
THE SPEAKING BEGINS.

About ten minutes before six o'clock the meeting was called to order by Hon. Edward A. Lawrence, of the
First district, who said that it was one of the most pleasant incidents of his life to call this vast assemblage of
freemen to order, and to present them as their presiding officer Hon. F. C. Dinninny, of Steuben county.

SPEECH OF HON. F. C. DINNINNY.

Mr. Dinninny, coming forward amid great applause, then spoke as follows:-

Friends and Fellow Citizens and Gentlemen Composing This Convention--I thank you for this reception and
for the honor you have conferred upon me by calling upon me to preside over your deliberations upon this
most important occasion. The object we have in view and for the promotion of which we are assembled here
this afternoon is of no factieds [?] character. It is none other than to exercise the rights of freemen (applause) in
canvassing and discussing carefully and candidly these important questions that are so nearly connect with
the welfare of our beloved country (Applause) That object, fellow citizens, is pregnant with interest, not only
to us, not only to every citizen of this vast republic, but to every human being, however high or low, that has
an interest in the perpetuation of freedom and free institutions (Applause) Viewing the question then that we
have under consideration from the stand point that invests it with such vast importance, it becomes our duty,
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as I doubt not it will be our pleasure, to see to it that no rash counsels prevail; for notwithstanding we ardently
desire peace, and to see this
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[illegible] once more restored, yet we can accept it upon no other terms than honorable terms, and upon no other terms
that shall not in the end restore to us the lasting blessings of the entire Union (Cheers) I am aware, fellow citizens, and 1
regret to see it here, that there has been an ill-advised effort on the part of some of the indiscreet members of the
democratic party to poison the minds of the masses and circulating the report that this convention [illegible] for its
intention the dissolving and healing of the [illegible] of the democratic party. I say, fellow citizens, and as far as we are
concerned here, so long as our success depends upon the unity of democracy, so long [illegible] of slander is unnecessary
from me; [illegible] that the only thing we have to do with the [illegible] is to attempt, if we can, to combine its [illegible]
strength upon the right side of these [illegible] that must at no distant day divide the political parties of the country.
(Applause and cries of "Good.") Why fellow citizens, we have interests involved in these questions that are infinitely
beyond all party considerations. Better-infinitely better- that the democratic party, great and powerful as it is, should be
scattered beyond the hope of reunion [?] than this war shall be maintained in the name of putting down the rebellion,
while in truth and in fact it is to crush out constitutional liberty (Cheers and applause.) When I cast my eyes over the vast
assemblage and reflect that the people in their so [illegible] capacity are now moving in the only direction that [illegible]
about the accomplishment of the glorious object we have in view, my heart leaps with joy at the thought that there is yet
hope that our long cherished desires may yet be realized-to win the restoration of the Union-and that all may not be lost.
(Applause) In view, however, of the fact, fellow citizens, that war is the enemy of commerce and commercial interests,
and peace is the harbinger of active prosperity and commercial pursuits, it is eminently fit and proper that the first
general voice opposed to war and in favor of peace should emanate from this great city, the great commercial centre of
the continent, or a country that has been shaken from centre to circumference by the unnatural and unnecessary
fratracidal civil war that has been waging within our borders for two long and dreary years (Cheers) That war will still
rage as long and so long as we shall have peculators and place [illegible] infesting our country-(Cries of "Good!" "good!")
unless the people in their power shall rise and put an end to its vast devastation (Applause) I am aware, fellow citizens,
that among those who claim to be conservatives there exists a difference of opinion as to the policy which is to be pursued
to restore peace to our distracted land and country; and, notwithstanding, we all desire peace and desire to see the
American Union once more restored, and to see it properous and happy, yet they doubt the propriety of inaugurating
peaceful and conciliatory measures to effect this glorious object. Allow me, fellow citizens, to inquire if after two long
years of sanguinary and bloody conflict, in which millions and millions of treasure have been expended, and thousands
and tens of thousands, yea hundreds of thousands, of our fellow citizens have been sacrificed, and yet no progress has
been made in restoring that fraternal concord which must necessarily exist in order that the Union may distribute its
blessings-1 ask, if the time has not yet come when by honorable means we can stay the ravages of this war, in the name of
high Heaven when will it come? (Cheers) Shall it be, fellow citizens, when the last hope of the patriot has been
extinguished? Shall it be when the last vestige of constitutional liberty shall be crushed out? No fellow citizens, we answer
no. If the time is ever to be when it is proper to make such effort that time is to-day. (Cheers) We know not and we are not
what course other may mark out to pursued in this important crisis of our country's history over that we have no control.
But let us see to it fellow citizens, that we discharge the responsibilities we owe to our country as good citizens. Let us
[illegible] we perform our known duty not with rashness or [?]lessness, but with dignified fearlessness, that shall be
commensurate with the important interests that we have under consideration. (Cheers and applause) It is not alone
because of the war power or general policy of the administration in prosecuting this war in its effect upon our country
and the nation, but also because of the rapid strides with which we are being hastened to a military despotism, that we
have cause of alarm. (Applause) It is this tendency toward a despotism that is shaking the confidence of many a patriot
not only in the policy of the administration but also in this disposition to restore peace and prosperity to our distracted
country. (Applause) It may not be considered proper for me upon this occasion to speak of the causes that have brought
this civil war upon us with all its disastrous consequences. ("Go on." "That is what we want.") But although it may not be
considered proper for me to speak of that I can scarcely forbear to speak of and animadvert with some severity on the
conduct of those fanatics both North and South at the time who, when terms of honorable compromise and adjustment
were attainable refused to listen to them, and by the conduct on that occasion, and their unjustifiable conduct since that
time, have brought the best government that ingenuity of man could devise to the utmost verge of ruin. And they now
look on, while this is going down the steep declivity of ruin, with the same stoical indifference with which Nero fiddle
while Rome was burning. Had the entreaties of our patriots been then listened to; had the wise and patriotic counsel of
good and tried and true men been heeded, we should not to-day have been reaping a retribution of wickedness and folly.
And notwithstanding the counsels of such men who desired "a little bloodletting" was adopted, and notwithstanding
many a patriot thought and felt that civil war ought to have been and should have been avoided, yet, let me say to you, as
you all know, that to the calls of the administration for men and means to prosecute this war there came up from the
people without distinction of
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party, a response that finds no parallel in the history of the world. Men and means were thrust upon the administration
until they were compelled to cry hold, enough, and to pause; and what has been the result? Two long years has that
generous support been given to the administration; and what has been the result? Let the history and conduct of the men
in power answer that question. But there are certain questions I would like to hear them answer. One is, how much of the
people's treasure that was thus tendered and devoted to their country's cause has during that time been squandered upon
political favorites in the shape of army contracts? (Applause) I would like to know, likewise, how many of the precious
lives of those who went forth as they supposed, in the defence of their country, and whose bones now whiten the
battlefields--how many of them have been sacrificed upon the altar of ambition and imbecility? (Renewed applause)
These are questions that the party in power, those in authority, will sooner or later have to answer. They will sooner or
later be arraigned before a tribunal, not formed of shoulder straps, but of a sovereign people--(great applause) who
doubts that the verdict and sentence of that tribunal, although it may not expatriate them-will not banish them, will
nevertheless cover them with such disgrace that they will like to hide themselves in some remote part of the earth, where
they will be shut out from the gaze and presence of their injured countrymen. (Applause) It is because I believe, and we
believe, that the war power in the hands of any party, and especially in the hands of the party now wielding it, is
powerless to give us peace and restore the Union, that we are in favor of inaugurating conciliatory measures for the
purpose of effecting that glorious object. (Applause) I am aware that for these sentiments we may be called traitors. But if
to be in favor of amicable adjustment of difficulties that have estranged and alienated one portion of our common country
from the other, if to be in favor of closing up the avenues of destruction that have drenched our country in blood, yea, if to
be in favor of rolling back the ride of desolation and destruction that has draped our country in mourning--if that is to be
a traitor, let each of us answer, God grant that I may die in full consciousness of having been such a traitor. (Loud and
continued applause) I am for making peace for several reasons (Applause, and cries of "Good, good.") First; the Good
Book-a book which, allowing me to be the judge, it would be well for many of our pulpit leaders to study more often at
the expense of knowing less of politics (applause and laughter) that good book declares, "Blessed are the peace makers,
for they shall inherit the kingdom of Heaven." (Renewed applause) That promise, it appears to me, a large portion at lease
of our Christian friends have forgotten; and it may not be out of place to mention it, to lead them to understand that the
Bible makes even such a promise to peacemakers, that they may, before it is too late, change their course of conduct upon
this question, and thereby avail themselves of this glorious promise. I am for making peace, secondly, because it is the
only means that we have to perpetuate our free institutions ("That is so," and applause) I am for making peace, thirdly
because in that lies the only hope of saving and preserving our constitutional liberties (Renewed applause) Let us not,
however, in our desire to perpetuate those institutions, in our desire to secure peace and prosperity to ourselves and to
posterity-let us not do anything that shall not show us to be law abiding and devoted citizens to the constitution and the
country in which we live (Applause) But let no pretended effort to prevent this war wrest from us constitutional liberty
(Renewed applause) Let us at least be up in defence of those privileges that have been secured to us by that precious
document, the constitution, and buckle on our armor and lay hold of the hilt of our sword (vociferous applause) lay hold
of the hilt of our sword [illegible] on and hold on wielding i in defence of our sacred cause until our hand shall grow fast
to it-("Bully for you" and applause)-never, no never, for a single moment surrendering or relinquishing one iota of those
precious privileges so long as a shred of muscle shall quiver on our bones (Loud and continued applause).
ADDRESS AND RESOLUTIONS

The President of the meeting then said:-Gentlemen of this Convention- The next thing in order will be the report of the
committee on addressing resolutions, and I introduce to you Dr. Bradford, from New York, who will now read them.

Dr. Bradford then read the address and resolutions as follows:

THE ADDRESS

Fellow Citizens of the Empire State - Called together by competent authority, we address you, freely and fearlessly,
upon the great question pervading the public mind. Our power to do so emanates from the democratic popular will. We
are the authorized exponents of the sentiments of those who vote the democratic ticket and support democratic
principles. We speak the voice of the masses assembled for that purpose, and thus we represent those who had the
exclusive right to determine questions of doctrine. In ordinary times, according to usage, the machinery of our party
organization (always controlled by the few) assumes the right to speak for the many. But these are not ordinary times.
Stupendous political questions for adjudication and party determination are forced upon us. Issues between the States of
our central government upon the other, are being made up and must be met and disposed of forever. The resolutions
adopted in State conventions, call for the purpose of making nominations, are, as you know, always framed to meet what
is considered expedient for the then sole object of electing the ticket nominated and hence do not and indeed cannot, deal
with these mighty political problems which the {illegible sentence].
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independence [?] and boldness which truth and justice required. Therefore, thus assembled in our sovereign capacity, free
from the selfish considerations which attach to the desire of success of candidates, not embarrassed by the considerations
of pending election, with a full belief that there is no higher power known to the democratic party than that which rests in
the people, who compose the party, we assume the right to indicate what, in our judgment is the duty of the party at this
perilous moment of its history.

The democratic party was established by Thomas Jefferson. He founded it by the enunciation of certain distinctive
principles, taking issue with an opposite party, which held doctrines of an antagonistic character. We have held firmly to
those principles from that day to the commencement of war. However much occasional differences upon minor questions
have divided the leading fundamental truths upon which it was founded were generally respected and acquiesced in
until 1861. At the commencement of this war circumstances created a condition of the public mind which overwhelmed
reason, and thrust aside principles and true policy. The theory on which the central government was established was lost
sight of. The democratic party yielded to the insanity of the moment. Its leaders, through fear or treachery, deserted the
masses, and either by criminal desertion or omission to stay the torrent of infidelity to the party creed as it swept over the
free states, left us in a state of helpless dependency, at the mercy of the enemies of the country and of democratic
principles. It is true, the forms of party organization were adhered to. Men were told that the democratic party still
existed. We were called upon to vote at elections for candidates as democratic who were put forward and supported as
such. Partisan discipline was enforced in favor of men as the representatives of the party after the party itself had ignored
the fundamental principles of its creed. The party was called democratic although it had respected [?] the fundamental
truths [illegible] of democracy. Now, [?] design to represent all those who thus preserved the sanction of party
machinery, the terrible ordeal through which all of us passed in that dreadful moment of popular excitement may be
accept [?] of as a palliation, if not as an excuse for this estrangement. It may be well that the skeleton was preserved.
Indeed in view of the fact that even yet it is not too late to clothe it with material life, let us be thankful. To do so is our
duty and our present object. We desire the democratic party to come back to its time honored principles and to be true to
itself and to the country-to assert boldly the tenets by which it has always obtained and maintained power and under
which it has administered successfully the government of the United States for fifty years. What are these principles?

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

The principles of the democratic party are not of recent origin. They were announced by Thomas Jefferson sixty years
ago and though new questions have from time to time arisen appertaining to government and the continually varying
aspects of public affairs, the principles themselves have remained and yet remain unchanged. Democratic principles
never change. If they could they would not have had the binding fundamental effect that ours have had upon the action
of a great party for over half a century. During the eight years administration of Washington as President-from which we
may date the existence of our present form of government-there were no distinctive party organizations, because there
were no issues. The elder Adams succeeded Washington, the character of his mind arising doubtless, from the influences
of his section, soon gave rise to an exclusive policy of administration, which verged strongly to consolidation. It was
during his administration and through his influence that the odious alien and sedition laws were passed and that
prosecutions took place in consequence. He also obtained a standing army of eighty thousand men. We refer to these facts
simply as characterizing the tendency of the government under the then influences. Jefferson saw the drift. He detected in
this policy a determination to force the government into a wrong channel. It was now that he enumerated the great truths
which have ever since been the corner stone upon which the democratic party has stood. These were opposition to a
strong government-strict construction of the constitution-the entire sovereignty of the States-the limited powers of the
federal authority-close economy in public expenditures-an aversion to British power on this continent-the expansion of
our territory, in which all States should hold equal rights-the largest liberty for the citizens consistent with public good-
and that that is the best government which governs the least. These were the distinctive principles upon which the
democratic party was established. John Adams, Alexander Hamilton and their followers were then in power, and by
virtue of this advantage were steering the ship upon another tack. Like this administration, they had possession, and were
making the most of it. Fearing the people, their effort was to muzzle the popular elements. The whole scope and tendency
of official authority was to increase the central power from its designed weakness into proportions which would
overshadow the people and the States. They denounced Jefferson. He was called "traitor," as we are now, because he
opposed the administration (Immense cheers) He was pronounced "a bold, bad and dangerous man," because the people
failed to the support of his doctrines: a "ans culotte," because he believed in the "rights of man" "an in fidel." because he
advocated freedom in religion, and would not let New England instil its pernicious spirit of intolerance into the public
mind. He and his followers were held up to public odium as we are: but, thank God, because like ours was just, and the
patriotic masses with an irresistible force, sustained him, as they will sustain us, against the power of the government and
his immense cohorts of dependents; satellites and sympathizers. (Applause)
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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE STATES

This principle is the cornerstone of the party. Upon it rests the whole fabric (Cheers) It is the chief foundation of the
federal government that is the chief element of the democratic party. [illegible] in his inaugural address, delivered March
4 [illegible] said that his policy should be "to support the State governments in all their rights as the most competent
administratives of our domestic concerns and the surest bulwarks against anti-republican tendencies." The Virginia
resolutions of 1798 drawn by James Madison, declared that "the powers of the general government, as resulting from the
compact to which the States are parties, are limited by the plain sense and intention of the instrument constituting the
compact, and are no further valid than they are authorized by the grants enumerated in that compact. And that, in case of
a deliberate, palpable and dangerous exercise of powers not granted, the States who are parties thereto have the right and
are in duty bound to interpose for arresting the progress of the evil, and for maintaining within their respective limits the
authorities, rights and liberties appertaining to them. And in the Kentucky resolutions, also adopted in 1798, and which is
understood were sketched by Thomas Jefferson, it was declared "that whensoever the general government assumes
undelegated powers its acts are unauthoritative, void and of no force; that each State acceded as a State, and is an integral
party, its co-States forming as to itself the other party; that the government created by the compact was not made the
exclusive or final judge of the extent of the powers delegated to it, since that would have made its discretion, and not the
constitution, the measure of its powers, that, as in all other cases of compact among parties having no common judge,
each party has an equal right to judge for itself as well of the infraction as the mode and measures of redress." In the
federal convention which framed the constitution all other modes of making a form of general government except that
which left the sovereignty and independence of the States (independent of the central government about to be created)
intact was voted down. There were several antagonistic plans proposed, debated, voted upon, and rejected. So tenacious
were the framers of the constitution upon the subject that the world "national" was unanimously stricken out of the draft
of the plan adopted, on motion of Mr. Ellsworth, of Connecticut. The word "federal" was substituted, because, as was
said, "it pertains to a league or compact, and is derived from an agreement or covenant between parties, particularly
between nations." Mr. Ellsworth and Mr. Sherman, the two leading minds from New England in that convention, wrote of
the constitution, that it merely granted "some additional powers to Congress which extended to matters respecting the
common interests of the Union and are specially defined so that the particular States retain their sovereignty in other
matters."

Alexander Hamilton, in the same connection, said:--The States can never lose their powers till the whole people of
American are robbed of their liberties. (Cheers) These must go together. They must support each other or meet a common
fate. I wish the committee to remember that the constitution under examination is framed upon truly republican
principles, and that, as it is expressly designed for a common protection and the general welfare of the United States, it
must be utterly repugnant to this constitution to subvert the State government or oppress the people. The coercion of
States is one of the maddest projects that was ever devised. (Immense applause) A failure of compliance will never be
confined to a single State. This being the case, can we suppose it wise to hazard a civil war? It would be a national at war
with itself. Can any reasonable man be well disposed toward a government that makes war and carnage the only means
of supporting itself--a government that can only exist by the sword? Every such war must involve the innocent with the
guilty. This single consideration should not be inefficient to dispose every peaceable citizen against such a government.

Mr. Law, in the State Convention of Connecticut, convened in 1788 to ratify the constitution, said:--Some suppose that
the general government which extends over the whole, will annihilate the State governments. But we ought to consider
that this general government rests on the State governments for its support. It is like a vast and beautiful bridge built
upon thirteen strong and stately pillars. Now the rules, those who occupy the bridge, cannot be so beside themselves as to
know away the pillars that support the whole fabric.

The constitution was formed on the idea that all powers granted to the general government were "specially defined" or
"enumerated," and that all powers not "specially defined," or not "enumerated," are retained by each of the States.

In the formation and adoption of the constitution the States were the only agents. The State Legislatures appointed the
delegates to the Convention. While there they voted by States. Each delegation made its report to the Legislature or
Governor of the State. The conventions which assembled in the several States to ratify or reject the constitution were
appointed by the people of the several States. The parties to the "constitutional compact" were the States. Roger Sherman
says:--And the government of the United States being federal, and instituted by a number of sovereign States for the
better security of their rights, and the advancement of their interests.--Letter to John Adams

The motion was made in the Convention to give Congress the power to negative all State laws contravening the articles
of the Union, and thus to abridge the rights of the several States. This motion was rejected by a vote of seven States
against three.

Thursday, May 31, 1787 - In the plan of a constitution proposed by Governor Randolph, and general adopted by the
Convention, provision was made "authorizing the exertion of the force of the other States against a delinquent State." The
effect of this would be to abridge the rights of the States.

Mr. Madison observed:--That the more he reflected on the use of force, the more he doubted the practicability, the justice
and the efficacy of it when applied to a people collectively and not individually.
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A Union of the States containing such an ingredient seemed to provide for its own destruction. The use of force against a
State would look more like a declaration of war than an infliction of punishment, and would probably be considered by
the party attacked as a dissolution of all previous conflicts by which it might be bound. He hoped such a system might be
framed as would render this resource unnecessary, and moved that the clause be postponed. This motion was agreed to.
nem con. - Madison Papers, p. 781. Alexander Hamilton used the following language on the same subject. After referring
to the case of Shays' rebellion, in which military force could be properly employed, and for which "Massachusetts was
making provision," by State authority, he adds:-But how can this force be exerted on the States collectively (against State
authority)! It is impossible. It amounts to a declaration of war between the parties. Foreign Powers, also, will not be idle
spectators; they will interpose; the confusion will increase, and a dissolution of the Union will ensue. (Cheers) - Madison
Papers, p. 831.

Thus it appears that no State can constitutionally be coerced by the other States by force of arms. (Applause)

In the Convention so determined were the advocates of States rights not to give up certain of these to the general
government that the Convention came to a dead stand, and was in danger of failing entirely to accomplish the object for
which they assembled. Charles Pinckney declared that for nearly six weeks the small States particularly struggled to
obtain equal power in both branches.

The term "United States" was in constant use when the constitution was framed, with a fixed and definite meaning in the
minds of men--namely, the same as in the articles of confederation. That document is described as "Articles of
confederation and perpetual union between the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, " &c.

Article 1. The style of this confederacy shall be "the United States of America."

Now, it is evidence that the term "United States" in the constitution means the same that it does in the articles of
confederation, and is equivalent to New Hampshire, Massachusetts, &c., united or the States united, They formed a union
by a compact between themselves.

Article 7. The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the establishment of this constitution
between the States so ratifying the same.

There the word is "between," not "over." The constitution is a compact between States. "We the people of the United
States" evidently mean the same as we the people of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, &c., taken severally, and not
collectively-that is, the people of New Hampshire and the people of Massachusetts, &c. The people who voted for the
constitution of States must [illegible] understand the phrase as meaning the same in the [illegible] that it does in the
articles of confederation--[illegible] the people of the several States and not the people of America taken collectively as
one people. It was a majority of the people of each State acting by itself who accepted the constitution and not a majority
of the [illegible] of all the States taken collectively. (Loud cheers, [illegible] of "That's so.")

[illegible] the people of all the States have never acted together as one whole. Even in the election of President the people
vote by separate States, not for a President, but for State electors. A majority of the people of the whole country do not
appoint electors, but a majority of each separate State. If the electors fail to elect a President, then the States as States in
Congress assembled, appoint the President, Rhode Island having one vote and New York no more. And if the House of
Representatives fail of making a choice, the Senate appointed by the several States, shall elect a Vice President, who shall
act as the President of the United States.

Dr. Johnson, in the State Convention in Hartford, convened January 17, 1788, to ratify the federal constitution, said:-

The constitution vests in the general legislature a power to make laws in matters of national concern; to appoint judges
to decide upon those laws; and to appoint officers to carry them into execution. This excludes the idea of an armed force.
The power which is to enforce these laws is to be a legal power, vested in the magistrate-(not military)-the force which is
to be employed only upon individuals who fail in their duty to their country. This is the glory of the constitution, that it
depends upon the mild and equal energy of the magistracy for the execution of the laws-(not upon military coercion).
(Tremendous cheers) Oliver Ellsworth, January 7, 1788, in the State Convention, Hartford, said:--We see how necessary
for the Union is a coercive principles. No man pretends to the contrary. We all see and feel this necessity. The only
question is, shall it be a coercion of law or a coercion of arms. There is no other possible alternative. Where would those
who oppose a coercion of law come out? Where will they end? A necessary consequence of their principles is a war of the
States, one against the other. I am for coercion by law; that coercion which acts only upon delinquent individuals. The
constitution does not attempt to coerce sovereign bodies--States in their political capacity. No coercion is applicable to
such bodies but that of armed force. If we should attempt to execute the laws of the Union by sending an armed force
against a delinquent State it would involve the good and bad, the innocent and guilty, in the same capacity. But this legal
coercion singles out the guilty individual and punishes him for breaking the laws.

So much for the intention of the framers of the constitution and the constitution itself. But we have more modern
authority for the doctrine of State sovereignty. It has not only been the universal belief of all the democratic statesmen,
but those of opposite party position have recognized it also.

The following clauses of our Revised States were enacted without opposition, and by a body numbering many of our
most distinguished statesmen:--The sovereignty and jurisdiction of this State shall extend to all the places within the
boundaries thereof. Again:--It shall be the duty of the Governor, and of all the subordinate officers of the State, to
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maintain and defend it for sovereignty and jurisdiction. All these high authorities establish the face that are enunciated in
the Declaration of Independence, that all
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the powers of our government are derived from the people, and that the people are sovereigns over the legislatures and
all official authorities. And, further, that the people have delegated certain specified powers of sovereignty to be exercised
by the federal government and reserved all others to the States and the people thereof. So that the government of the
United States exercises a sovereignty within the limitation of granted powers and the authorities of the respective States
exercise all other sovereign powers. Hence it follows that allegiance is due to the United States as to delegated prerogative
of sovereignty and to the respective States as to all others.

It also follows that loyalty is due to the United States only so far as the federal government acts within the scope of its
delegated powers, and no further, and that in all other respects loyalty is due to the respective States. Treason follows and
is dependent on allegiance. Where there is no allegiance there can be no treason. Hence treason against the federal
government consists in overt acts against the exercise of its delegated powers of sovereignty, and treason against a State is
warring against it in the exercise of its undelegated rights and powers.

THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT CANNOT COERCE STATES BY MILITARY POWER

Now, if, as is thus proven the States [illegible] are sovereign, and that the federal government is simply a compact
between the parties, with authority exceedingly restricted and definitely limited, can this feeble authority make war upon
the States? We are not without authority on this point.

The authorities already quoted are clear on this head. By reference to them it is plain that the framers of the constitution
and the State authorities which modified it did not conceive that there was any military power of coercion in the general
government as against delinquent States. The legal power to do so is referred to but not the war power. In the language of
Oliver Ellsworth while admitting the necessity of the coercive in principle, "the constitution does not attempt to coerce
sovereign bodies-States-in their political capacities." Again, he says-"I am for a coercion of law." Madison and Jefferson
also declared similar opinions. And this it it evident was the design. Therefore, this war of the general government
against the South was illegal-(Cheers)-being unconstitutional, and should not be sustained if we are to regard the
constitution as still binding and in force. It is a violation of the great American Magna Charta, which secures the
independent sovereignty of the States of the Union. (Cries of "That's it" and "bravos.")

There is nothing in the constitution which authorizes the agent of the principal (for it is such a relation that the President
bears to the States) to use the army place at his disposal by this principal against, the principal itself. At the time such an
agency was created, none of the parties to its creation though of such a thing. It is unnecessary to say that such a power
could not have been conferred. It is a self evident proposition. No independent State at any period of the world ever
voluntarily relinquished sovereign power much less created a master and conferred upon him the absolute authority to
coerce it or to subjugate it. Chief Justice Dana, in the Massachusetts Convention for the ratification of the constitution, said
that "the federal government springs out of and can alone be brought into existence by the State governments; demolish
the latter and there is an end of the former." (Cheers) The Union was founded on the great principles of mutual
protection, mutual futerest, and equal rights in whatever concerns our persons, privileges and property. The least
discrimination in the constitution in favor of or against the enjoyment of any one of these would have been fatal to its
adoption, and so long as the principles upon which it was adopted shall be preserved, not only by the parties to it, but by
the government created by it, so long can the Union exist and no longer. As was truly said by a distinguished gentlemen
of this State; "Successful coercion is as much revolution as successful secession." (Cheers)

HOW CAN DEMOCRATS SUSTAIN THIS WAR? Having thus shown that it is the duty of the democratic party to
return to its own principles and to reiterate them-that the chief of them is, that the States are sovereign and independent,
and that the general government is feeble and dependent, and has not, therefore, military power by which to coerce the
States into compliance against their own idea of law, right and justice, we declare that, admitting that the power exists, its
exercise is inconsistent with union. If civil war is inconsistent with federative union, so is union inconsistent with war.

But suppose none of these objections existed to the present war, how can the democratic party sustain it? It objects are
not left to supposition. They have been proclaimed by the President by the action of the late Congress, and by the practice
of the army itself. It is not to sustain or to restore the federal Union, but to destroy and uproot the domestic institution of
States, to destroy private property and to subvert the form and theory of the federal government itself. (Cheers).

To support the war is to support the policies of the war. This proposition is too plain to be disputed; from it there is no
escape. To support the war is to support confiscation-not by the courts under the constitution, but by acts of Congress
contrary to the constitution; emancipation and arbitrary arrests, not by any lawful authority, but by the monstrous and
frightful usurpations of the President (hisses); subjugation not to bring the South back into the Union, but to reduce it to
the condition of Territories and convert it into one vast San Domingo. These are the policies of the war, and if the war
shall be successful these policies will be accomplished.

The professed democrat, there are, who is deliberately for the war, is not a democrat in fact, but an abolitionist of the
most radical, violent and destructive kind. Itis use
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less for a person to say that he is for the war for one set of purposes, when the war is not prosecuted for any of those
purposes, but for opposite and antagonistic purposes. This is to stultify himself. The abolitionists do not care on what
pretences or professions people support the war; they only ask that they will support it on some pretence; for, the policies
of the war being fixed, support of it, on whatever pretence, ensures to the aid of those policies just as certainly and
effectively as support of it on the positive ground of these policies. How can democrats endorse such a war? How can the
democratic party as a party sustain such a war? By endorsing the war, we of necessity endorse the party or those who
prosecute it in chief command. To support the former and at the same time oppose the latter, is an absurdity. To do the
one we necessarily do the other. The President's emancipation proclamation and the war go hand in hand together. It is
pusillanimous to carp at the moral pigmies of the crisis while we cringe to its giant. This war is the curse of the age in
which we live. (Cheers) Without it we would have retained all the liberties now lost. Without war there had been no
abridgement of liberty of person, of speech, of the press or onerous taxes to pay, or insurance of negro proclamations.
True, these are no necessarily concomitants of war, but only so when it is managed by negro philanthropists. (Hisses)
They have had the management of it thus far, and will continue so to manage as long as it lasts. This war has been the
pretext for all the wrongs against which the democratic party protest, and the "war power" the instrument of their
accomplishment. (Cries of "peace, peace," and cheers, the people rising in a body, waving hats, handkerchiefs, &c, &c.)
PROCLAIM FOR PEACE

Then if the democracy would work a reformation they must strike at the cause of evil. The continuance of the war will be
fatal to our liberties. Suppose that the war be continued for two years more by the assistance of democrats, would there be
a vestige of civil liberty left? Of what use would democratic victories be then? It would be out of the power of any party to
restore the government to the old order of things. But in that event we could get no victories. The whole legitimate and
usurped power of the government, wielded by the unscrupulous demagogues who now control it, would be more than a
match for any political combination that might be formed against them. The only road to democratic victories is through
peace. Why should politicians fear that a peace party may prove unpopular. If the war has damned the republican party
is it not logical to suppose that a peace policy might prosper the opposition? (Cheers) Do the people love war more than
peace? (No! no!) Do they prefer the hardships of the camp, the dangers of the battle field, the onus of taxation, to the
comforts, the pleasures, the prosperity of peaceful homes? (No! no!) But this matter is beyond the control of politicians.
The great body of the people are tried of the war, and demand peace on the basis of existing facts, and politicians cannot
change their views in this respect. If the men who now occupy the position of leaders do not see and recognize this fact,
they will be forced to give place to men who do see it. The people have been traded and trucked about so much during
the war, by old political hacks, that they have become suspicious and restive, and refuse to be sold any more.

Again, in addition to those irresistible and sufficient reasons why the democratic party should declare the peace, is the
palpable common sense and hard headed fact that the war cannot succeed. We have been beaten. We cannot conquer the
South (Tremendous cheering). A glance at all history would have told this before it was undertaken had we read it
aright: No purely agricultural people in a state of revolt, contending for their domestic rights; have ever yet been
subjugated; and no revolted people who have been able to maintain an independent government for a twelve month have
been conquered or put down. The last twelvemonth has united the South, and though we had twice our power they could
successfully resist us. As invaders we are impotent. To equalize the chances of war the invaders should possess ten times
the power and every advantage of position. That is not this case. All the power of the then colossal Spanish empire under
Charles V., and succeeding Philips, failed to conquer two or three miserable Dutch provinces almost Lilliputian in extent.
(Cries of "bravo.") Even petty and contiguous Portugal expelled victoriously from its soil all the hosts of the same still
great Power. Not in vain stands recorded in more ancient history the imperishable record of Marathon; and in our own
day we have seen the miserable Mexican rabble soldiery driving the best disciplined army of Europe from their soul,
because the latter were invaders.

God did not intent that we should succeed in this war. Had he intended it he would not have place in command a
Lincoln--(groans for several minutes, and cries of "Boo! boo! boo!)--with such coadjutors as a Butler or a Burnside.
(Renewed groans and hisses and cheers for Vallandigham.) We will not compare these men to a Davis or a Lee or a
Stonewall Jackson. It is not necessary. Mind, character and capacity will always evince, declare and maintain their
superiority. These qualities will triumph sooner or later. It matters now how far greater the physical resources in the
hands of the opposite qualities. The Roman [?] common wealth, in spite of territory, population, armies and resources,
was destroyed from wanting any mind by which the mind of Caesar could be balanced and encountered. Holland was
lost to Spain when the Prince of Orange and Prince Maurico were superior to all the viceroys and the captains the mother
country could oppose them. The South American dependencies were gone when she had no opponent of Bolivar. The
civil wars of France, after every kind of trial and of vicissitude, all closed in the pre emb[?] of Henry IV, in head and heart
the master of his epoch. The Carl-
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[illegible first sentence] not any equal of Radetsky. The same lesson is impressed on us by the collision of Washington and
George 11, of Charles I and Cromwell. It is true that history need not repeat itself, and that evens are neither bound by the
cries or precedents. But such experience at least may forcibly suggest to us, that had the Ruler of the world designed
Southern subjugation, and instrument more powerful than that of Mr. Lincoln and his colleagues would be seen
conducing to his purpose. (Cries of :that is a fact, &c") It is not going beyond the bounds of caution to allege that a new
chapter will be opened in the annals of mankind if, on this unrivalled scene, the qualities which they regard with scorn
are found triumphant even those which they agree to follow and to reverence. But, last of all, if Mr. Lincoln and his
colleagues could succeed against the leader and the armies which oppose them, could they succeed against their own
consciousness--revealed to us by many signs of incapacity to do so?

In this connection we must refer to the ludicrous attempts that are made upon every military reverse to [?]Jtribute the
result to every other than the true cause (Ha! ha!) When battle is fought it is generally lost, and then come the reasons.
Sometimes the commanding general has omitted to obey the orders of his superiors, or an obedience to their orders was
the cause, or again he has moved too slow, or not been properly supported--now had had an inferior force, then an
adverse position, and, in turn, all the various causes to which military defeats are attributable are served up to the
credulous people. We never hear the truth. (Cry of "Never.") If any know it none dare to it. The hand of God is uplifted
against us. His illimitable power overturns all our designs and subverts all "our plans. (Cry of "We want peace."

He shapes our destinies, "rough hew them as we may."

THE DEMOCRATIC LEGISLATIVE ADDRESS

The address recently issued by the democratic members of the Legislature declared in favor of conducting the war
according to the constitution. How does the constitution provide for the conduct of a war against itself and the Union?
The war being unconstitutional, it cannot be prosecuted constitutionally. (Cheers and cries of "Good.") The South
conducts it in opposition to the constitution, and the North conducts it outside of the constitution. It is an unconstitutional
war. The Declaration of Independence says that "governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed."
To favor the war now, after rebellion has assumed the proportions of revolution, is to deny this principle as well as to
deny the right of revolution. Whenever we cease to recognize the principle that the consent of the governed is essential to
free government, we lay down the foundation of despotism. Written constitutions can only be maintained by strict
construction in spirit as well as by letter of their provisions. We can see no consistency in endeavoring to make an issue
between supporting the war and the emancipation proclamation. (Hisses) It would be an issue that involved no principle.
A party to be permanently successful must be built upon principle, and not upon abatable [?] facts. If the general
government have the moral or constitutional right to make war upon the States for its own salvation, then it is without
restraint as to the means used directly for that purpose, except in the manner of using those means. The constitution does
not limit the number of men that Congress may call to arms; nor specify what color shall be; but it directs how they shall
be mustered in and managed. If the government has the right to bombard the cities, burn the property and divide the
States of the South, it has the right to say that one particular species of their property may be wrested from them by an
means not inconsistent with civilized war. The emancipation proclamation is not so clearly a violation of principle and an
assumption of arbitrary power as the division of the State of Virginia. Why, then make opposition to it a specialty in
politics? But it is said this is necessary if "we would maintain our party ascendancy." Is the ascendancy of our party the
highest good? Should we sacrifice principle for the sake of partisan success? If the democracy cannot gain and maintain
ascendancy except through sacrifice of principle and the life blood of the American people, we say let it go down. (Cry of
"Amen," and cheers) But we will not admit that such a policy is necessary to the success of the democratic party. It would
be but a negative policy at most, and could not fire the hearts of the people. Opposition to the proclamation would not
defeat its operation. If the democracy should longer adhere to the policy of mere fault finding, even should it eventuate in
victories at the ballet box, they will in the end be defeated. The measures to which they are offering a feeble resistance at
the polls will, through the instrumentality of the war, become policies of the government and historical precedents for the
coming future.

IS REUNION ATTAINABLE?

Who dare say that it is not? As far off and as ominous as appearances would indicate it to be, it is no more so than was
the probability of the success of the colonies when the American Revolution commenced. We cannot believe that all love
of the Union has been obliterated from the Southern heart. There must be many great and good men there, in whose
bosom beats the glow of honest patriotism and love for that country, the greatness of which came alone from unity. A
distinguished Southern statesman, Reverdy Johnson, bears testimony to this. In a letter to a New York paper, dated the
13th of May last he says:--

But the errors of the past cannot be corrected. We can only learn from them wisdom for the future. What does that teach
us? Is it that no Union feeling is now to be found in the Southern States? Is it that it is so totally ex-
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stinct that to revive it is impossible? I do not think so, [illegible] Guthries and Wickliffes , the Joneses, the Rodneys and
the Bateses, the Riveses and Summers the Rufflins and the Moreheads, and the thousands and thousands who united
with the, still have in their hearts as pure as ever love of the Union which, their fathers constructed. Satisfy them that the
war ended, that Union will be as it was intended to be and was before treason and fanaticism involved us to the existing
frightful struggle, and much, very much, will be done to bring the struggle to an end and to restore our former nationality
(Cheers). We shall then, too, know each other the better, and value each other the more. Courage has been found a
common possession, mistakes as to character corrected, love of freedom is seen to be equally sincere, and we shall be
more firmly convinced than we have ever been that Union under all the guarantees of personal and State rights which our
fathers provided can alone make us what they intended and believed that they had accomplished through their blood and
wisdom, the freest and the happiest and one of the most influential nations of the world.

We have positive assurances that as late as last December overtures were made looking to reunion, and it is well known
that Alexander H. Stephens and Johnson of Georgia; Vance of North Carolina and other prominent statesmen of the South
are still for the old Union. These men but wait for a demonstration like this to respond to our call for peace (Cheers).
CONCLUSION: Let the immortal Jefferson speak. Hear his voice coming up as it were from the tomb. He declared for
"the supremacy of the civil over the military authority, economy in the public expenses, diffusion of information and
arraignment of all abuses at the bar of public opinion. Freedom of religion, freedom of the press and freedom of person,
under protection of the habeas corpus and trial by jury impartially selected (Cheers). These principles form the bright
constellation which has gone before us and guarded our steps through anlage of revolution and reformation. The wisdom
of our sages and the blood of our heroes have been devoted to their attainment. They should be the creed of our political
faith, the test of civil instruction, the touchstone by which to try the services of those we trust; and should we wander
from them in moments of alarm let us hasten to retrace our steps and regain the road which alone leads to peace, liberty
and safety." ("Hear,""hear," and cries of "That's what's the matter."

Let this war go on, and we have lost "peace, liberty and safety." Its continuance even for another year almost insures this

result. Civil war is of itself sufficiently destructive even without encroachments upon the rights of the people; but the
present war, conducted upon the policies of our rulers, will forever crush out not only the reserved rights of the States,
but change the general government itself from a republic to a despotism. Indeed, it has in effect accomplished such a
change already. Let me who profess to be democrats rid themselves of participating in such a crime. Let the great States
rights democratic party, standing, as it has always done, upon popular liberty, refuse its sanction to so gross a perversion
of its own time honored creed. If our country is to be enslaved by war, if its fair fields and its happy homes are to be
made the prey of wild fanaticism, and the life blood of freedom is to mark the road of a victorious army then let the task
be finished by those who now wield the sceptre of our national power, for such is not the mission of democracy. (Cheers)
The country has nothing to gain by putting "war democrats" (as they insidiously call themselves) into power. (Hisses and
cries of "Where's Brady?") There is no difference between "war democrats" and "war republicans." They graze on the same
pasture and drink at the same fountain; and if the war must be continued, with all its portents of evil, and the constitution
and the Union become the inevitable sacrifice, it is better that democracy should wear the chains of despotism to the
grave of liberty than become the executioner of the country's freedom. (Cheers)
RESOLUTIONS: Resolved, That the electors and people of the State of New York who have hitherto professed the name
and held to the principles known as democratic, desire to declare their unalterable attachment as well to those truths as to
the constitution and the amendments thereto, forming the supreme law of the land: that they regard obedience to the
constitution as alike the duty of the citizen and the magistrate, and regard such obedience as the only means of
perpetuating the Union, and by it the only hope of restoring the same.

Resolved. That the sovereignty of the States and the sovereignty of the people, as laid down in the Virginia and
Kentucky resolutions, of which Jefferson and Madison were the authors, are the fundamental principles of the democratic
party; that they are the vital essence of the constitution, pervading every line and provision of that instrument and to
deny them would reduce our political federative system to anarchy or despotism. (Cheers)

Resolved. That under the constitution there is no power in the federal government to coerce the States, or any number of
them, by military force. If power of coercion exists at all it is a legal power and not military. That the democratic party; if
true to its own time honored principles can not sustain a war against sovereign States: that we believe it to be the duty of
the party to proclaim these sentiments boldly, that the people may feel that there is at least one political organization
which will deal honestly, independently and truthfully with them.

Resolved. That the war in its inception and further continuance being contrary to the constitution, must necessarily fast
consume all the elements of Union; and hence, that our duty as citizens, our obligations as men, and our relations to our
common father, alike demand that an end should be put to what is repugnant to the law, abhorrent to the humanity and
civilization of this enlightened era, and inconsistent with the benignant spirit of morality and religion (Cheers).

Resolved. That attempts to do away with the provisions of the constitution which point out the mode in which all crimes
are to be punished are high-handed violations of the sworn duties of our rulers and that the participants in such a policy
are guilty of aiming a parricidal blow at the very life of the supreme law.
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Resolved: That the claim of dictatorial and unlimited power, under the pretext of [illegible] necessary, and the trial of
citizens not in the land or naval forces in the militias in
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actual service, by court martial, are monstrous in theory and execrable in practice (Applause) That it is equivalent to an entire [illegible]
of the constitution and the creation in its place of a military despotism.

Resolved. That the dogma of unlimited submission to the will of the executive branch of the government is unworthy an American
citizen, and inconsistent with the principles of constitutional liberty-(Cheers)-that such a concession is rather suited to the dark and
sullen era of feudal despotism than to a time when the rights of man are regarded even by monarchs, and we attribute the exhibition of
abject servility as dictated by a spirit of fanaticism being on effecting its object even at the sacrifice of personal liberty (Hurrah).
Resolved. That we should be unworthy of the name of American citizens of this free and independent State, claiming the first rank
among the sovereign components of the American confederacy, if we did not protest against the cowardly, despotic, inhuman and
acquised set which has consigned to banishment the noble doctrine of the people-the Hon. Clement D. Vallandigham-(Cheers, the
audience again rising in the utmost enthusiasm. "Three cheers for Vallandigham" and "Three groans for Burnside")- we protest against
in the name of liberty, in the name of humanity and the name of Washington. We hope the people of Ohio will have the opportunity of
passing condemnation of this act the the election of Mr. Vallandigham as the next Governor of the State. (Cheers)

Resolved. That thus believing there an be no reliable security to persons or property pending this war and that by its continuance the
government itself will be utterly and irrevocably subverted and that the South as well as the North must alike crumble into general
ruin and devastation, we recommend, in the name of the people, that there be a suspension of hostilities between the contending
armies of the divided sections of our country; and that a convention of the States composing the Confederate States, and a separate
convention of the States still adhering to the Union, be held to finally settle and determine in what manner and by what mode the
contending sections shall be reconciled, and appearing to the Rule of all for the rectitude of our intentions, we implore those in
authority to listen to the voice of reason, of patriotism and of justice. (Cheers)

Resolved. That to the end that our principles thus publicly avowed may be practically carried out and that a State authority emanating
directly from the people may exist, to call any future conventions of the peace democracy, if it shall become expedient or necessary and
disclaiming any intention to distract the democratic organization in this State so long as it shall reflect the sentiments of the masses, the
following named gentlemen, representing each Congressional district, are appointed as a State Committee for that purpose, with full
power to take such action in behalf of the success of our principles as may seem to them just and proper:-

District District District

1. Edward A. Lawrence 11. Archibald C. Niven 21. Norman Maltby

2. Patrick Fitzgerald 12. Francis Burdick 22. Samuel Avery

3. Edward Powers 13. S. Nichol 23. Amos B. King

4. Alvin W. Lockwood 14. A.]. Mills 24. William H. Cuyler

5. Fernando Wood 15. Levi Smith 25. Peter McKey

6. Peter Fullmer 16. Oliver Reese 26. John T. Van Allen

7. C. Winthrop Chanler 17. Joseph A. Flanders 27.F. C. Dinninny

8. N. Hill Fowler 18. Thomas G. Young 28. N. E. Paine

9. Robert R. Bradford 19. Wm. B. Sands 29. William Bingham

10. Isaac Birdsall 20. Nathan Whiting 30. William H. Abell
31. L. L. Pratt

THE LETTERS: Mr. Joseph A. Flanders, of Franklin county, then came forward and said that in the absence of the Chairman of the
Committee on invitation, who was outside addressing a meeting, he was called upon to discharge a duty that would have devolved
upon him if present by calling your attention to the invitations that have been sent out, and to the answers, which have been received-
and he regretted to say in this connection that there had been disappointment in the attendance of some distinguished gentlemen who
expected to have been present tonight. He would say that an invitation had been extended to many distinguished men of our country
to be present, most of whom had responded and those who had responded had responded cordially approving the objects of the
meeting. He would not weary the meeting by reading many of the letters which had been received in answer to the invitation but he
should confine himself to three only-the remainder would be published in the daily newspapers of tomorrow. The first letter which he
felt called upon to read was from that gallant gentlemen, high-toned patriot and true and fearless democrat, Thomas H. Seymour, of
Connecticut:-LETTER FROM EX-GOVERNOR THOS. H. SEYMOUR, HARTFORD, JUNE 1, 1863

Dear Sir-You have done me much honor by your invitation to the Mass State Convention, which is called to meet at the city of New
York on the 3d of this month.

I would be glad to attend and take a part in your proceedings; but at present I have engagements which will prevent me from doing
so. I must, therefore, beg of you to accept my excuse, and with it my cordial recognition of the principles upon which you call
for a convention is predicated.

You know something sir, I presume, of the democratic platform upon which the late contest in Connecticut was conducted. Those
who look only to results, as the test of truth, have conveyed the idea that it was the platform that defeated us, instead of something else.

I feel myself at liberty to state that nothing can be more incorrect than this. When the doings of our Convention were first published,
the war party affected to be delighted with the action of that body. "The Lord has delivered them into our hands." Such was their
boastful exclamation in the first moments of the peace issue we had offered. But they soon discovered that the doctrine enunciated in
the democratic resolutions were popular with the people, and an element of strength instead of weakness.

The people had seen enough of the war and of its deplorable consequences. They saw that it was plainly destructive of the Union
instead of the way to save that Union, and therefore cheerfully gave their support to the proposed peace measures.

It very soon became evident that these measures were getting a firm hold on the public mind and that the ad-
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ministration party would be driven to the wall. The leaders of that party not only saw this, but they felt the sweep of the
"tidal wave." By the middle of March this had overtaken them, and blanched their cheeks with fear of change, perplexing
monarchs. Immediately they applied to government for aid, and got the aid they required. The timely arrival of
government troops carefully selected with reference to the votes they would give, and thrown into the State on the eve of
our election, prepared the way for the defeat of those who stood on the peace platform.

There were other means used to defeat us, which it is not necessary to mention at this time, but which may be told
hereafter.

When the troops left the federal majority left with them, and today Connecticut is not only democratic by a sound
conservative majority, but sound on the very doctrines which I have the pleasure of seeing in your call for "Peace and
Reunion."

Let me indulge the hope that this reference to my native State may find its excuse in the nature of your call for a mass
meeting, and justify me in making the occasion a suitable one for troubling you with a few additional remarks.

This terrible fratricidal war that is now going on in our country still continues its demand for new action. The assertion
that it is a war for the Union proves to be a mere illusion. I may add that the character of the war has changed also, so
that, look at it in whatever light you please, it is plainly enough destructive of Union principles. Besides it is fast assuming
a barbaric aspect, the proofs of which thicken with the smoke of its battle fields. or heard in the shrieks and groans of the
slain, butchered to make a Roman holiday.

The introduction of colored troops lends additional hatred to the contest, provoking a war of races which cannot help
but bring disgrace on the civilization of the age.

In this view of the case, without going into details, I can have no hesitation in demanding with you and others a
cessation of hostilities.

Let us a least have time to breathe, and, whilst resting from the carnage, ask ourselves if this is a contest which can have
the approval of the Most High. For my own part I do not believe that it can.

This invasion of neighboring States, with an eye to conquest, the confiscation of property, and general severe dealings
with a high minded, generous and brave people, whose great fault consists in too hastily resisting encroachments on their
rights, has my deepest abhorrence and I make no apology for saying so.

Coming nearer home I regard the war as the root of all evils of which our mass meetings take notice or complain--the
recent arrest, imprisonment and subsequent banishment of the Hon. Mr. Vallandigham being one of the most outrageous
and painful of all.

To prosecute "vigorously" it was to knife and the destruction of everything that lies in the way of arbitrary arrests. Hence
confiscation bills, conscription bills, the suspension of the habeas corpus, illegal arrests, the violation of the constitution
and overthrow of liberty itself.

The necessity for union and harmony in our ranks is pressed upon us by the coming [illeg.] cast their shadows before.

Where great principles are concerned, every man has a duty to perform which his conscience must approve. But every
difference of opinion is not necessarily a difference of principle.

Your Convention will, I doubt not, be a representative one of the entire conservative democracy, and much cause you
will have, I trust for congratulating each other on the prospects of the true Union party of your great State.

In my honored friend, you excellent Chief Magistrate, the people have an executive who will faithfully maintain their
rights, uphold the constitution and vindicate the majesty of insulted laws. His recent admirable letters to the Albany
meeting is a text for us everywhere, and a warning to be watchful of our free institutions and prepared to defend them
against the exercise of usurped powers.

Hoping, sir, that a calm and dispassionate consideration of the great questions at issue the present day may lead us all to
prefer peace to war, and help us to save our country, restore its liberties and lay the foundation of a more "lead us all to
prefer peace to war, and help us to save our country, restore its liberties and lay the foundation of a more "perfect union,"
and sincerely praying that your Peace Convention may contribute largely to these grand results, I have the honor to be,
respectfully, your obedient servant. THOS. H. SEYMOUR

LETTER FROM SENATOR BAYARD, Wilmington, May 23, 1863

Sir--1 received this morning from Edward A. Lawrence, Esq. Chairman, an invitation "to attend and address a mass State convention,
to be held in the city of New York on the 3d of June next, of all those in favor of a cessation of hostilities preparatory to a restoration of
the Union by conciliation and compromise." He also requests me to address my reply to you.

I regret that I cannot accept the invitation as unfortunately my voice has not sufficient strength to enable me to address large public
meetings. Apart from this, however, I have under a deep sense of my responsibility and the gravity of the crisis, expressed in the Senate
of the United States, my opinions and given my reasons in opposition to the war before its commencement, and since it has been
waged, against its continuance. The progress of events has confirmed those opinions; but in any public address I could but reiterate
arguments previously urged and sustained to the full extent of my capacity.

That I believe the continuance of this war fruitless for good, and that its prolongation must sooner or later end in the subversion of
liberty and a government of laws throughout the Union, and be the source of vast injury, distress and ruin to the whole country, is very
certain. Nor can I understand the process of reasoning by which many able men profess to have arrived at the conclusion
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that a federal government like ours, over so extensive a country and so many separate communities, with such diversified
habits, manners, customs and laws can be restored by the sword and the conquest and subjugation [?] of
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one of those committees by the others. To me it seems clear that we are warring against the foundation principle of our
government and that success involves of necessity the destruction of both the federal and State governments, and the
establishment of one great centralized despotism over the whole country. I ardently desire the restoration of the Union in
its integrity but am entirely confident that war an never effect such a result and therefore I cordially approve of the object
of the meeting and shall feel less despondent as to the future of our country when the public sentiment of the people shall
be pronounced in favor of the cessation of hostilities. Very respectfully yours, &c. J. A. Bayard

LETTER FROM THE HON. JAMES W. WALL, BULINGTON, MAY 27, 1863

John J. Van Allen, Esq., Chairman Com on invitations:

Dear Sir--1 have just received your invitation to be present and address a mass convention, to be held in the city of New
York on the 3d of June proximo, of all those "in favor of a cessation of hostilities, preparatory to a restoration of the Union
by conciliation and compromise." I endorse heartily the objects of your call, and realize in it the fulfilment of a prediction
made at a public gathering by myself one year and a half ago--"That in less than two years the cry from the democracy of
the North will be for peace. The hopeless ruin and the useless slaughter will have forced upon them the conviction that
there can be no Union where blood is the cement, and no returning affection while fierce passions continue to be
engendered amid the wild horror of slaughter.

The results of this unholy strife amongst brethren only strengthens me in the conviction I had from the first, that it is as
hopeless of good as I know it to be productive of evil. The strife must cease before the calm, majestic voice of reason can
be heard. Let us at least have the magnanimity being the stronger section and not as we declare, agitated by like passions
with those in arms against us, to at least tender them the olive branch. Let us ask for an armistice, and then, amid the lull
of the contest, learn from those who once were our bretheren , what their demands are, and upon what basis of settlement
this terrible strife can be closed. If it can be brought to an end, even upon the basis of an entire reconstruction, better this
than long years of cruel, bitter strife, demoralizing our people, hopelessly prostrating our business and in which
constitutional liberty must sooner or later find its grave. No man here at the North can witness the rapid strides now
making towards consolidation and centralization, through the agencies of usurped power, without a shudder. The
constitution trampled under foot, the liberties of the citizen made a byword and reproach, a military despotism rapidly
encroaching upon the jurisdiction of civil tribunals and the State authorities standing trembling and aghast before the
advance of federal crisis. The life of tyrants grows with what it feeds on. I feel in reference to this administration as Cases
felt towards Caesar. "I now he would not be a wolf, But he thinks the Romans are but sheep."

Acts of gross and grievous outrage have been done before with impunity, and gather courage with the opportunity, it is
making stride after stride that, if not checked, will result in the subversion of the government and the establishment of a
military despotism upon the ruins of a free republic. I am glad to see the people are rousing themselves to a constitutional
resistance of these acts of oppression at least, and through the medium of meetings for redress of grievances, are
intimating to the men in authority that they will hold them to the obligations of their official oaths. If they still persist after
fair warning given, then revolution can alone vindicate outraged liberty. "Then the offence must needs come but woe be
to him through whom the offence cometh." Yours respectfully, James W. Wall

LETTER FROM JUDGE COMSTOCK, SYRACUSE, May 27, 1863

Hon. Fernando Wood:--

My Dear Sir--1 have to day returned from New York, after an absence of a week and find your letter of the 22d just.

U feel myself greatly honored by the request of the committee which you represent to attend the proposed Peace
Convention on the 3d of June and to preside on that occasion. But private and professional engagements of the most
pressing nature will require my presence at home at that time. I am therefore under the necessity of declining the
invitation. Permit me to add a word or two to this convention.

I want to know how the war is to be stopped, I say at once stop (A voice --"You have too many generals for that.") Stop it
now. Free speech, free press and the ballot box was all that was needed to that end. If the government sweep away those
privileges, what then? ("We'll fight for them" Cheers.) Fight for them, yes. The man who would not fight for the liberty
bequeathed to him was not worthy of freedom. The gallant Fitz John Porter said the other day that he was ready at any
moment to fight for the freedom of speech and of the press. Lt them take these from us and we must fight for them, and
every man's right arm was then the government (Applause). Gen. Halleck, in a letter to the loyal leagues, threatened to
come north and put his heel on the copperheads. When he comes he will get a view of us, but it will not be a view of our
rear. General Blair also said he would have a rope to hang copperheads. Let him take care he does not furnish a rope to
hang himself. (Laughter and cheers) We have liberty here and we intend to keep it, and for this we may thank Governor
Seymour (Cheers for Seymour) Through him the country will be freed and the march of despotism stayed. Let us preach
peace-not that we stand opposed to the measures of the government, but that we denounce the war, and wipe our hands
of the blood that has been shed. (Cheers) While our preaching may not bring peace till we move Lincoln, the preaching of
peace pre
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pares the people for peace. [illegible sentence] our people astray far from the constitution and its teachings. He could not
express his detestation of the men in power. We gave them blood and treasure, and the result is they have come nearer
conquering the North than they have the South. We want back the Union to preserve the Union, and we shall preserve it
at all hazards. Give us liberty or give us death, is our watchword now, as it was in times past. (Applause)

Mr. N. Hill Fowler was the next speaker. He like the previous speaker, had committed to paper what he was about to say
and was responsible for it. They had met as citizens of what was once the proudest republic on earth to assert their right
to the enjoyment of freedom of speech and of the press. If ever true patriotism directed the counsels of the country it was
during 1776. Integrity and wisdom were the handmaidens of freedom and if questions rose they succumbed to reason
and patriotism. The rivers then ran not with blood. That time was reserved when prostituted power held the reins of
government, such as we see now. (From this point the speaker went into a lengthened exposition of the first debates,
discussion and measures preceding the formation of the constitution and the establishment of the Union, quoting at great
extent from debates and papers against State coercion and in favor of State sovereignty). They had been charged as
secessionists and had been branded by the spies of government. He threw into the teeth of these slanderers the charge of
secession. He was not there to support secession. The South had sold her political birthright and abandoned her friends
in passing ordinances of secession. But the Northern republicans and abolitionists, the supporters of Helper's Impending
Crisis were to blame. They refused to contact [?] of freedom, though, like at Thermopylae, but the Spartan lives to tell our
fate. He asserted that the arrest of Vallandigham was unwarrantable and unjust. (Three cheers for Vallandigham, and
groans for Lincoln.) Our interests are all threatened with ruin, and nothing but democracy can rescue us. We are
threatened with horrors worse than those of San Domingo. What will be the effect of the emancipation measure? Along
with that bill came a law to enslave you and myself, to enslave the white men of the North. The acts of the administration,
their bastiles and prisons, have produced a political timidity among the people; but these meetings will have a powerful
effect, and bring the people to a just appreciation of their rights. (A voice from the platform called for three cheers for
Horace Greeley and three more for the Little Villain of the Times, which were heartily responded to.) We must assert our
rights, and for those liberties for which our fathers bled and died. Above all we must have peace, on the basis of
conciliation and compromise, without dishonor. Above all keep intact and pure the constitution bequeathed to us by
Washington. (Applause)

Dr. Barber, a very old gentlemen, next spoke. He was the representative of a truly democratic county. He felt it his duty
to speak in defence of the liberties of the country. They had nothing to gain by a continuance of the war. The debt in 1864
would be over two thousand millions of dollars. We cannot subjugate the South we may bring desolation in our path; but
we leave destruction in our track. What would we do with the South? We could do nothing. They were governed by an
imbecile and wicked Executive, and William H. Seward had done more than any other man to bring the war about. (A
voice--"When we catch him here we will hang him for it.") They must be free, and must shake off the incubus of
despotism that rested on them. They had only to dare and it was done. They should declare at Washington that they were
determined to assert their right and having asserted them to wrest them from those who would curtail them of them.
(Applause)

D. C. Anderson next spoke. They had assembled to inaugurate a movement which would not stop till the despotism
which existed at Washington had felt the vengeance of an oppressed and outraged people. The government had taken on
itself to sacrifice the lives of thousands in support and maintenance of a tyranny most cruel and oppressive. Mr.
Vallandigham's arrest was an abduction effected in the dead hour of the night and the man who ordered it ought to have
been the last man on earth to have done so, seeing that he had so lately been the cause of the immolation of 20,000 human
beings on the plains of Fredericksburg. There was no use in talking and commenting on the arrest of Vallandigham. Their
duty was to see that the tyranny of which had been the victim was not perpetuated. Burnside, in his department, had
attempted to suppress the New York World, as the Daily News had been previously suppressed. But he could not do it,
and if he succeeded for a time it would be but to see it again restored as Governor Seymour had restored the publication
of the Daily News. They all wanted peace, but it was a peace in accordance with the constitution.

SPEECH OF A. H. LEVY. Mr. Levy having been introduced proceeded to speak as follows:-Freemen of American, I take
this opportunity of address you. (A voice-"It is false; we are not freemen.") It is a serious thing to have a rebellion of great
and unparalleled magnitude now going on in the county and not have men in authority at the head of the nation equal to
the occasion. For proof of the imbecility of the administration we have only to look to the banks of the Potomac, whitened
with the bones of our martyred countrymen. If the blood spilt in this monstrous war were collected together it would
form a sea that all the contractors and shoddy men connected with the government by employment or otherwise could
float in. (Groans for the contractors) Your rights as freemen are endangered when they are attempted to be taken from
you. If you do not rise instantly in your might, and proclaim your purpose of maintaining then at all hazards those rights-
the common rights of liberty and fraternity-will be wrested from your breasts. (Cries of "We will preserve them.") Our
rights have been endangered long enough, fellow democrats, but the time will come when these acts may recoil on
Horace Greeley, in New York, and the Little Joker in
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Washington (Laughter and groans for Greeley.) Are you freemen? (Voices-"Yes") Will you proclaim it to and the and-
("Yes," again from the meeting.) -even at the risk of your lives? (Renewed shouts of "Yes.") Then I proclaim you American
freemen. The speaker then withdrew amid much applause.

SPEECH OF A. S. SULLIVAN. - A. S. Sullivan was next introduced, as one who was a martyr to the tyranny of the
present administration. He then proceeded to detail, in an affecting manner, the circumstances of his arrest and transfer to
Fort Lafayette as well as the feelings which possessed his mind while he was being removed from his home to the fort. He
continued, as follows:-And it is a lasting shame to the democratic masses of New York that they even allowed citizens of
their own city to be taken quietly by force from the city and incarcerated in a fort, deprived there of their liberties in walls
that were built for the very defence of those liberties. (A voice-"We will not let it be done again.") We can almost see the
demon of civil war with which the land is afflicted: it is in the air we can almost feel it; there is a terrible awe pervading
everything. Do you want to worship this demon? Do you want it for a god or will you not rather have the bright angel of
peace back once more among you? Voices-"Yes, yes." They tell you that times are better now for the working man. It is
false. We know it to be false. The money the working man receives is not equal to the amount he used to receive for his
daily wages. Can you buy as much for it of anything? Do you not work four hours a day more, and yet are your families
as well provided as they were in the smiling days of peace? (Cries of "No.") But they tell me that peace will not restore the
Union. But war will never restore the Union. (Cries of "That's so.") Now, I candidly say, that if the only alternative is to let
the Southern States go, if neither peace nor war restores them, I am decidedly in favor of letting them go in peace. By
letting them go in peace we gain three points. First, we make good neighbors; in the second place we make good
customers for ourselves, and without impoverishing ourselves we will become good customers to our neighbors; and in
the third place we will be carrying out the great idea that we have always advocated-the right of a people to choose their
own rulers-the very reasons why we welcomed Kossuth; why we sympathize with the oppressed nationalities of Europe;
why we rejoiced at the success of the struggles in South American republics for the right of a people to choose their rulers.
All this makes us say, "Peace, peace." (Cheers) If we pursue this war any longer we are going to divide the North. If there
is a division, before we allow ourselves to be deprived of our liberties we will drive the administration from the throne of
their despotism. If our liberties are infringed upon they must be preserved, and whatever is done must be done quickly.
(Cheers) We must make peace. There is a general in Indiana that spells his name Haskell; but some spell it rascal. This
fellow has made the war so intolerable to the people of Indiana that they would now rather hear of a defeat than a victory
of the federal arms. Why is this, when they sent 60,000 of their sons to the war? It is because of the persecutions and
threats which always followed victory. Why it went so far in Indiana at one time that a republican dentist would not draw
a tooth from a copperhead. (Laughter) This manifestation of the will of the people will make the tyrants tremble, as
Belshazzar trembled when he read on the wall the writing "Mene, Mene tekel," &c., which you have all heard and which
means "You are tried in the balance and are found wanting." This is the decree which has gone forth from the American
people to this administration. (Cheers)

Judge McCunn and Hon. Fernando Wood, who had spoken from Stand No. 2, came upon the platform, and each of them
briefly addressed the assemblage.

Mr. Tucker afterwards spoke and the immense gathering soon after dispersed.

STAND NO. FOUR

The proceedings were opened at this stand which was located corner Fourth avenue and Eighth street, and which was
surrounded by about two thousand people at six o'clock. Judge Smith called the meeting to order by nominating Mr.
Adam Fralik, of Herkimer county, as President.

The Chairman having returned thanks for the honor conferred on him, said that the subject they had met to discuss was
one of the most important that had been presented to the minds of the American freeman. (Hear. hear) The Union," "the
Union.") They had now had over two years of devastating war, without any favorable result. The young men of the
country had marched to the battlefield by hundreds and thousands and sacrificed their lives in the defence of the nations
flag, with no result. (Cheers and cries of "That's so.") In his opinion the time was come when they should rise up en masse
and prosecute a peace to the letter until they should have peace and restoration. (Loud cheers.) They were the citizens of
this country. The parties now in power were simply their agents and whether those parties had done their duty or not, he
would leave it to the people to decide. In his opinion there was a terrible responsibility some where (Cheers.) That was
the first great meeting called in the Empire city of New York, expressing a determination and a desire for peace, and he
hoped they would not lay down their arms, but continue to move on until the happy peace of their now distracted
country would restore the Union (Prolonged cheers.) After a
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few other remarks the speaker introduced Mr. J. C. Van Loon, who proceeded to address the meeting. He said that we
were engaged in a devastating war, which was wasting away the energies, the blood and treasure of the people both
North and South. The party in power had been promising the people that the result of this contest would be the re
establishment of our once glorious Union. (A Voice-"Bully for Abe.") That promise had not been fulfilled, and they were
me there to stamp it with their bitterest indignation (Hears and cheers.) They now saw that that promise was false, and
the Chief Magistrate in power knew those promises were false when he made them (Loud Cheers.) They saw he never
intended to keep them and they saw, further, that they knew-the leaders of the party knew-in the language of the eminent
statesman now no more (Mr. Douglas) that "War was disunion"-(cheers)-that this pretended war for the Union was
nothing but the eternal dissolution of the Union-it was eternal separation. The speaker then went on to define democracy
and said that the terms of democracy and patriotism were synonymous. (Cries of "Good," and "So they are," &c) There
was o democrat who was not a patriot. (Cheers) No man could be an American democrat who was not a patriot.
(Prolonged cheers.) But the best democrats and the best patriots in this land (some of them) were languishing in bastiles,
while others were dragging out miserable lives in exile from their homes; and this abolition administration at this crisis
demanded the flesh and blood of the people to carry on this infamous war. (Groans for the administration) Forbearance
had now ceased to be a virtue. No more promises could be listened to. They would not leave the matter any longer in the
hands of a besotted abolition administration. (Cheers) Let those who called themselves war democrats say what they
pleased. If they could bastardize the democratic party of the great city of New York as war democrats then we would
wash his hands of such henceforth and for ever more. (Cheers) He would have no more to do with any party who would
sustain this infamous abolition war. (Cheers) He said that this war was unconstitutional, and if he had time before a jury
of the people of the United States he could convict Abraham Lincoln and the whole republican party of high treason.
(Loud cheers) The question to be presented now was whether the democratic party of New York was the democratic
party on its ancient platform, its ancient principles of the constitution, or whether it was to be hereafter bastardized as the
war democratic party. (Cheers, and cries of "Never, never") The republican press had told them that it was treason to
preach democracy. They told them that if they preached democracy they should be shut up in bastiles, because
democracy was treason. (Cheers and laughter). But how was it to day? Was democracy treason? (Cries of "No, no") If
democracy was treason the State of New York would be treason personified by fifty majority next all. (Cries of "Good,
good," and uproarious cheering. All the Dean Richmonds and Peter Caggers this side of hell could not bastardize the
democratic party (Loud cheers) They could not make him nor them who were judges equal with the administration
believe that this war, which was waged outside the constitution, was a democratic war or a popular war. (Cheers) One of
the heroes of the Mexican war was Thos. H. Seymour, of Connecticut, who stood side by side with the Palmetto regiment
at the siege of Chapultepec and planted the American flag on the ramparts of that fortress. Seymour was the standard
bearer of the democracy in the last gubernatorial contest in Connecticut, and the administration called him and his party
copperheads, and they sent four thousand republican soldiers home to defeat him. By that treachery he was defeated.
That battle in Connecticut was waged upon a peace platform, just such a platform as they cam together upon on that
occasion. "Peace and Union if we can get it: but, if we cannot get it, peace at all hazards." (Loud cheers) After the
democratic party had fought the battles of the country, the abolitionists accidently slipped into power and said "Unless
you sustain this abolition war and call it constitutional-unless you sustain these infamous proclamations freeing the
negroes and robbing Southern people of their property-you are a traitor." He (the speaker) hoped that they would never
attempt to fasten their infamous Conscription act upon him; he would not say what he would do but he hoped for their
own good they would not attempt to carry out the Conscription act in New York. His doctrine was that the war never ha
any legal or constitutional authority; it was an unconstitutional, an unholy and an unpatriotic war from beginning to end;
and so help his God, as long as he had a voice, physical strength, and reason, he would oppose it to the bitter end (Great
applause.) The speaker alluded to the meeting held at Albany in Peter Cagger's office, where a series of resolutions were
passed, committing the democratic party to a vigorous prosecution of the war, and said that the people of the State
intended by this demonstration to tell Peter Cagger & Co. that the party which committed itself to those infamous
resolutions was not the democratic party. From this time to the end of this bloody conflict the democratic were committed
against the war; and he though the majority of the thinking and honest portion of the republican party were as much
opposed to the war as the democrats. They (the republicans) were ground down under the iron heel of despotism, which
had wrenched from us our fathers and brothers and could not utter their sentiments. Vallandigham was dragged
ruthlessly from his home to gratify the private revenge of the Secretary of War. (Loud cheers for Vallandigham). The
democrats of the State of New York would henceforth and for ever put their foot upon the heel of this despotism.
Demagogues had told them they must continue to pour out their blood and send their first born sons to the war and await
the even of another Presidential election. Shall we do that? ("No, no.") At the end of that time the youth of the
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land would have perished on the Southern battlefield and the people would be a nation of cripples and mourners. The
instinctive patriotism of the people was played upon by demagogues and by the men who had grown rich by the war and
left the country. They (the people) thought that the flag had been insulted and that they must shed their blood to
vindicate it. They did not stop to consider whether there was any power in the American constitution to wage such an
infamous war. After two years chastening (for he believed the Almighty had been against us) the people suddenly come
to their senses, and the democratic party now demanded that these hostilities shall case. (Loud cheers) They demanded it
of Lincoln (hisses) who was but the servant of the people, but who now claimed to be their arbitrary ruler. The
administration said that we must not criticize this unconstitutional war; but must pour out our life's blood to the last
drop. ("We will see them damned first.") That was what all tyrants demanded, and it was that which beheaded King
Charles the first. That was what drove the kinds of England from their throne, and that was what would drive this would
be dictator from his throne. But we will let him remain in the White House if he behaves himself and obeys the voice of
the people, and at the end of two years we will send him back to Springfield.

John J. Van Allen, of Schuyler county, was introduced and spoke as follows:-Gentlemen, when I look around and see the
broad acres covered with upturned faces upon this occasion, it makes my heart beat with satisfaction and pride at the
result, because I believe there is yet left some virtue in the American people. ("That's so.") This is a most important and
interesting occasion, trivial as it may seems to some of the editors of your city papers and papers throughout the State.
Gentlemen, a most important period dates from to-day, when the people assemble for the purpose of free discussion, for
the purpose of expressing their views; and they will express them in accordance with the address and resolutions of the
meeting of the committee which has just been read inside of Cooper Institute, which will be published, and which you
have the pleasure and satisfaction of reading. Gentlemen, that address and those resolutions bring you back to first
principles-such principles as were inculcated by the fathers of this republic, who were the fathers of the democratic party.
This government was established for a single purpose, and that was for the purpose of protecting the people in the rights
of their persons and their property. It was a congregation of the States for that purpose, and for that alone. A constitution
was framed, which is the power of attorney, giving to the legislative, the judicial and the executive powers that they
possess. This was given by the framers of that constitution, and then it was subsequently ratified by the several States
acceding to it and joining together in a compact; but you will look in vain in that constitution for any power to compel a
State to remain in the Union one moment longer than it sees fit to remain (Applause). I am no secessionist; I have always
been a true Union man. It is not necessary for me to go up to Utica to swear to support the constitution, because I
breathed that inspiration when I was born and took the oath at my mother's breast. (Loud cheers) It will only be necessary
for me to say that I defy a republican to show me a single letter in that constitution to compel a State to remain in the
Union one moment long than it sees fit to remain (Cheers) The address and the resolutions passed by this vast assemblage
of people to day take you back to the first principles of the democratic party; they take you back to the days before this
revolution occurred. Look back to the month of January 1861 when a large convention of people from every part of this
State were called at Twaddle Hall, in Albany, for the purpose of expressing their views in reference to the state of the
country, of offering terms of conciliation and of giving such advice to the powers that were about to assume the reins of
government. These principles were fully enunciated at that convention. Although our republican friends will call these
resolutions treasonable, they are simply the enunciation of the principles of a democratic party expressed before this
rebellion broke out. I see by the papers that a certain gentlemen, a United States Senator from Kansas, by the name of Jim
Lane, made a speech at Rochester, in which he says that the citizens of the State of New York ought to suppress this
meeting; he says that they ought not to allow the citizens of this State to come together and express their views upon this
important occasion; that they are a pack of copperheads, and ought to be hung by niggers. All that I have to say to such
fellows as Lane is that I believe the people of this State will get together whenever and wherever they choose, that they
will discuss such questions as they choose, and that they will neither ask Mr. Abraham Lincoln not any of his should
strapped satraps for permission (Cheers) These are remarkable times, when the people have so debased themselves that
they will elect to the United States Senate a man who will perjure himself before the whole people by taking an oath upon
the holy Evangelists that he will support the constitution of the United States, and who will violate it so much as to
counsel disrespect for the laws and encourage a riot to suppress a democratic meeting. But this spirit is not confined to
Jim Lane; it has been disseminated through the United States. Burnside has done the same thing (Hisses for Burnside) On
yesterday he served an order that the Chicago Times , one of the most bias papers published in the United States, be
suppressed from and after that date, threatening the editor of the paper if he sees fit to issue his paper again, that he will
be arrested and incarcerated in a prison. The citizens of Chicago have called a meeting to fight for the purpose of
expressing their views upon that question, and for the purpose of counseling with Burnside and his shoulder-strapped
damnable purpose. And I tell you when the freemen of Illinois get together, and when
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the President hears their voice swelling up to the fence of civil liberty and civil rights, and when he hears that in this vast
assemblage of upturned faces that there is but one sentiment beaming, I believe that he (the President) will stop to inquire
whether it is not necessary to take some kind of reckoning and to see whether the American people are going to surrender
their rights and submit to these extraordinary powers. The President, I believe, thinks that you are simply sheep, that you
have no rights that he is bound to respect, and that whatever powers he sees fit to asume he will be sustained in assuming
before the people. Why gentlemen, when this war broke out the people did not stop to inquire the cause of it; they did not
stop to inquire whether the South or North was to blame: they thought that the flag had been insulted. and there was that
spirit of patriotism that has always pervaded the democracy that arose to the defence of the flag. They did not stop to
weigh the consequences but when they saw that the war was not carried on for the restoration of the Union-when they
saw it was an abolition crusade for the purpose of setting at liberty a pack of dirty niggers-(laughter)-the people began to
look over the ground and ascertain where they were drifting to. They found while this war was progressing, and while
this constitution was little thought of, there was this attempt upon the part of this accursed administration, upon the part
of this man, who in order to nickname him they called "Honest Old Abe'-but I think he is one of the most dishonest old
villians that ever lived. [A crazy fellow who stood facing the speaker, and who constantly rounded off his sentences by
original expressions, said, "He is a damned old weathercock," an expression which was loudly cheered by the people, a lot
of juveniles being the most enthusiastic applauders of the sentiment.]

Another Voice-You ought to pity him (the President) a little.

Mr. Van Allen continued--When Lincoln imprisoned one of your citizens in the fort in your harbor, you rested with your
hands upon your breast, and thought it was a military necessity; and when he suppressed the Daily News you still folded
your arms and concluded to be patient, thinking that it would not last long; but you found that this administration was
like a leech; it was crying, "Give, give," and I tell you that, unless you rise in your might and majesty; unless you hurt back
this damnably corrupt administration; unless, by every constitutional means in your power, you resist this effort to drive
you into a military despotism, you will find a federal bayonet at every door, your hands tied and your months gagged.
You must stand up for your principles or they are lost. "Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." I believe I tell you the
truth, and if I did not I would deserve to be hurled from this platform. I have the evidence upon which to found the
verdict I have formed. By their fruits, the good book says, you shall know them. Where this administration has had the
power, and where the people have been under their control, what has been its course towards them? Look at the down
trodden Maryland. Didn't you believe that they were patriotic and honest men? ("Yes, yes") But they have no civil rights
now. No man dare go to Maryland to-day and express his sentiments: for if he did he would be arrested and incarcerated
in prison or else taken South. The ballot box is invaded, and every civil right that belongs to a citizen. In the city of
Baltimore, before the war broke out, they used to poll about 27,000 votes. They had a city election three or four weeks ago,
and they polled 4,500. What does that mean? (A voice-"Coercion.") It means that no democrat dare go to the polls to vote.
One of the best men in the city of Baltimore said to me, "Sir it would be worth as much as my life to go to the polls and
vote a ticket that I believed to be right." The same thing exists in St. Louis. They elected a radical republican, or in other
words, a red-mouthed abolitionist. Do you believe that St. Louis is an abolition city? Most assuredly not. Why is it that
they elected abolition officers in St. Louis? ("Greenbacks did it.") It is because of this accursed administration holding
these men in terrorum, holding bayonets at their breast and they dare not at the ballot box express their true sentiments. I
am only speaking of these two places; it will not be necessary for me to go to Kentucky or Tennessee, where they claim to
hold military possession, for the same state of affairs exists there. Seventy five thousand iron hearted and noble democrats
of the State of Indiana met the other day in convention at Indianapolis, and when they got there they found two
regiments of Abe Lincoln's soldiers, a squad of cavalry, and some artillery in the streets. For what purpose? Why, for the
purpose of breaking up that democratic meeting; but the effort did not succeed. It was too big a thing to suppress, and
they concluded that it was better to let out the job. (Laughter and applause) I merely cite this instance for the purpose of
showing what this administration would do, unless you aroused in your sovereign strength, and proclaim from the house
top that you will not submit to have your liberties destroyed. (Loud cries of "Never, never") I could multiply evidence to
establish the fact that it is the intention of this abolition administration, provided the people will submit to it, to establish
upon the ruins of this free republic a military despotism but, thank God, I believe there are noble hearts, strong arms and
integrity enough left yet in the American people to resist any such attempt. (Cheers and "That's so.") You will never allow
this abolition administrator to take possession of your ballot box and compel you to either vote a black republican ticket
or none at all. You will never submit to it, and you ought no. If this administration does not intend to establish a military
despotism why was the lion-hearted Vallandigham-Ohio's favorite son--dragged from his bed in the dead hour of the
night an banished to the South? He addressed the democratic audience, and expressed certainly no stronger sentiments
than I have expressed here to-day and those satraps of Lincoln attended the meeting in citi-
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zens' dress as spies. Because the American people have submitted to such things, this accursed administration wish to see
how much the people will stand. I wish to give Abraham Lincoln and his satellites fair warning that there was once a
certain animal-an ass-so heavily laden, that the weight of a feather broke his back. Thus it will be with the American
people. They ay bear and forbear, as they ought, long; but as long as there is an honest democrat in the land, the
administration will never be allowed to rob them of their liberties and build up a military despotism in this country. The
charter of our liberties gives to Lincoln all the rights and all the power that he possesses; the constitution was made for all
time--for a time of peace as well as of war. I believe that we will yet succeed in restoring ourselves, in putting out of
power these despots, this abolition tribe that has got possession of the country. I believe that we will get rid of this plague
that is so severely afflicting us, and that our people will again elect such rulers as will administer the government in
accordance with the provisions of the constitution. When we do that we will come back to the principles for which we are
contending. The democratic is a law-abiding party. We are not in favor of mob law, we are not in favor of destroying, but
were always in favor of building up. The abolitionists have torn down this great nation and nearly robbed you of your
liberties, and if you allow such men as John Van Buren and James T. Brady to misrepresent you without entering a protest
against it-if you permit these men to tell the administration that you are in favor of a vigorous prosecution of the war, and
that you desire to have the Conscription bill put in force--if you do not hurl back these lies in the teeth of the men who
have uttered them, this thing will be continued; but when Lincoln finds that the sentiment of the people is against him he
will begin to ascertain if there is not some means to settle it without fighting (Applause) Christ, when he was upon earth,
was persecuted, and in attempting to inaugurate a great movement, voices would be raised against it; but the men who
inaugurated this movement would be blest by unborn generations. From this time the people would raise such a shout in
the ears of the administration as would cause them to be heard and heeded.

Mr. Van Allen proceeded to say that an idea had gone out that this movement was an effort to injure Horatio Seymour,
the Governor of the State of New York. (Cheers for Governor Seymour) Such was not the fact, for Gov. Seymour would
protect the people in the enjoyment of their constitutional liberties. Had any citizen of this State been confined in any fort
since Governor Seymour was elected, or had the writ of habeas corpus been suspended by King Abraham in this State?
No, he did not dare to do it; and if the President should attempt to do it, Seymour had the pluck to call out the militia of
the State, and would give them old pitch forks and muskets to protect themselves; and when he called them out for that
purpose, he (the speaker) would be one of them. The men at Albany and the black republican papers might be as jubilant
as they pleased in circulating the story about the intention of injuring Seymour; for the Convention met for the purpose of
giving the abolition administration warning, and that we demand of them to keep their constitutional oaths. The speaker
went on to argue that the continuance of the war would never restore the Union; for the government, if victorious, would
be compelled to hold every village by military power. Douglas was right when he said that was was eternal disunion. In
conclusion he urged them to go to work systematically to hold meetings for the redress of grievances, and ask the powers
that be if they would not be so good as to stop this fratricidal war, if they will not grant an armistice, so as to give the
contending parties time to cool; and then we think certain commissioners could be elected by the people North and South
(not by Lincoln or Jeff Davis). Let them meet together in convention, talk over their grievances and see if we cannot fix up
some plan whereby we may live in peace. The laboring men of the country had to pay for this war, and if it was continued
ruin would be the result. He was in favor of a Union of affection, and for that Union he would gladly shed his blood.

Mr. Isaac Coleman, of this city, was the next speaker who regaled the audience for a short time with anecdotes
illustrative of the bearings of the question before the meeting. In conclusion, he demanded Union and peace as necessary
for the salvation of the country.

Dr. Phelps was next introduced, and delivered a scathing, humorous an pungent anti-war and anti-administration
speech. He said he had been a close observer of men and things during this servile insurrection, and he was not now
afraid or ashamed to raise his feeble voice in desecration and execration of every man who in any way gave countenance
or aid, or in any manner, contributed to the prosecution of this anti-Scriptural, nefarious, heaven killing, God forsaken,
most contemptuous, damning, hell filling rebellion. (Tumultuous applause) He had said shortly before the late
Presidential election that if Lincoln was elected they would have a civil insurrection and disunion unless they were
powerful enough to put the South down under their feet, tread on her and keep her there. (Cheers) And now his
prophecy had come to pass so far, only with this difference, that they had not got the South down, nor never would
(Cheers.) Born and bred in the Sothern State of Georgia, his disposition was that of every man living who was truly an
honest man. What, in the name of Heaven, did we expect to realize by this war? Was the South willing to submit to
subjugation and extermination (Cries of "no, no") The speaker here recited an anecdote in reference to a conversation
which occurred between a rebel and Confederate soldier, in which the former claimed that Stonewall Jackson and other
rebel leaders were praying men that was sufficient to account for the successes of the rebel arms. The Union soldier
claimed an equal share of piety of most of the Northern generals, and cited Mr. Lincoln as a pattern of religious fervor,
upon which the Confederate replied that Mr. Lincoln might be a very pious man; but that he thought if he should allowed

to pray
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the Almighty would not hear thinking that he was only getting off one of his jokes. (Loud laughter and cheers.) The
speaker continued to say that Old Greeley had been setting Abe Lincoln on the nigger, while Bee [?] slipped out of the
traces and sconied for Europe. (Groans for Greeley and and Beecher.) If there could be any extra heat got up in the
subterranean depths of hell he hoped that Henry Ward Beecher would be appointed engineer in chief their--(applause
and laughter)-and that Horace Greeley would be insured a warm berth, Rev. Mr. Cheever would, no doubt, be called
upon in that warm region to say morning prayer and have himself hung up by the tongue in the intervals-(loud cheers)-
and Harriet Beecher Stowe would have her horns taken of. After further prolongation of his speech Dr. Phelps concluded
amidst loud cheers.

Captain Rynders next spoke. He said that the last time he had had the pleasure of addressing, he addressed them as the
loyal subjects of ol King Abe. (Laughter and cheers.) For the present he would change that as citizens, at least as yet, of the
United States. He did not wish to act the demagogue by placing himself before the public on every occasion, an but fo the
fact that he believed it a great necessity he would not intrude himself there that night. Let them remember the old adage,
that "eternal vigilance is the price of liberty." He would not address them on the constitution, because they all understood
that much better than Abe Lincoln-(cheers)-and if they did not understand it much better, he was certain they had more
regard for it than he or his advisor. (Cheers) He did not address himself that night to the understandings or feelings of
such men as selfish politicians, for he had no affiliation with them. They had undoubtedly heard for the last two weeks
that this meeting was to assemble for sinister purposes; that it was the design of some leaders to divide and distract, the
democracy of this State; but that was not so. He cared not for the military minions. Thank God there was no military
despotism beyond the grave. "They had no power over the soul." Therefore le those military men come. Now, in reference
to what he had seen in the papers about the design to distract the democratic party, if such were the case, he had no
feeling in common with those who would do that. (Cheers) He denounced any such men as traitors to their party,
enemies to their country and against God and the people. (Cheers) He did not believe such was the case. But if such a
man there was, his name would go down to posterity more execrable than that of Nero himself (Cheers) Upon the
democratic party, and especially the democratic party of the city of New York, depended the happiness of the people of
this country, the unity of this government, the restoration of the Union and a happy peace to be concluded. (Boisterous
cheering) He was astonished at the quiet submission of the people in this country. Step by step a military despotism had
been attempted to be established in this country. But he was not there to counsel the destruction of the government, but
he was there to denounce that government or that administration when it violated the rights of the people and trampled
upon the guarantees of the constitution of our country (Loud applause) He would ask Lincoln--perhaps he had better ask
somebody else--he would ask-not Mr. Lincoln's constitutional advisers, because he had none (cheers and laughter)-but he
would ask his unconstitutional advisers by what authority, under any law or precedent, he had a right to expatriate a
citizen? (Cheers) Why had he sent away Vallandigham? (Cheers and cries of "That's what's the matter.") The speaker
having humorously sketched the arrest of Vallandigham in his night clothes by fifty soldiers with fixed bayonets,
proceeded to say that Mr. Vallandigham would be the next Governor of Ohio, and that he would have plenty to help him
into his seat. Having indulged his hearers with a history of his kicking out Wendell Phillips from the Tabernacle for
saying that the constitution was a league with hell, &c., he concluded amid applause.

Hon. Fernando Wood next spoke, but his speech was the same as he made at the other stands.

The proceedings at this stand did not wind up until near eleven o'clock.

GERMAN STAND-NO. FIVE

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Berckmann, who nominated Dr. Braeunlich, of Brooklyn, to preside.

Dr. Braeunlich said in his opening remarks that they were assembled for a purpose of great importance-to speak in favor
of peace. Our freedom had been trampled upon in this war. This was not a war for freedom. The speaker argued that the
nation, like an individual, is in a condition of disease-in a state of political insanity. The emancipation was an act of
insanity, (Hurrah) The object was to cure the sick man-the insane (Applause).

Mr. Hartmann next read a list of vice presidents and secretaries, which was adopted.

The resolutions were then read by Dr. Frech and adopted by a unanimous vote.

The Rev. Dr. Berckmann was introduced as the first speaker, who, as he remarked, would not address to the assembly
words of war but words of peace. Yes, words of peace (applause) and he had no doubt that the new organization,
"copperheads," would increase by thousands. (Applause) There were no better measures in time of danger-when the
country was in danger-than mass meetings and mass conventions, to save those who had not been influenced by
corruption. Scarcely had the call for this convention been made, when the same was opposed in a most cowardly manner
even by democrats (Ugh) The German peace democrats do not adhere to these miserable cowards, who
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call themselves democrats. We contend where the rights of citizens are at stake. Here, in this free America, we have been
settled, and we deem it our highest duty to contribute towards the redemption of our adopted country. The German
peace democrats are not disposed to allow freedom to be killed in this, our new country, as it has been done in our old
fatherland.

Dr. Merkle then appeared on the platform and addressed the audience. The speaker alluded to the fact that we still
enjoyed the privilege of freedom, and had to attribute it to the success of the democratic party last fall in electing
Governor Seymour (Hurrah>) And considering the fact that the President, who had sworn to uphold the constitution, had
trampled upon it, he wondered at the patience of the American people. There were certain limits, however, beyond which
a ruler could not with impunity go, much less a President of the United States. (The name of Abraham Lincoln was hailed
with groans) If you consider that the South cannot negotiate with such a Cabinet as now exists in Washington it is for the
people to take the matter in hand and show that they are disposed to offer, in behalf of the United States, peace. There
would, under such circumstances, no doubt, soon spring up a party in the South, in favor of peace. (At a distance a crash
was heard, and it was reported that a pistol had been fired, which created a rush towards that point.) If the South under
no condition was disposed to become again united with the too much abolitionized North, he (the speaker) was disposed
to allow them to depart without a further struggle. The speaker, in conclusion, spoke in favor of convening a convention
as proposed. The speaker concluded by presenting a resolution to recognize the regular State Democratic General
Committee as the central organization, and to instruct the committee to be appointed to confer with the same in every
case.

Dr. Merkle was followed in brief speeches by Fernando Wood, Dr. Foersch, John Rittig, Mr. Michel, Moritz Meyer, Philip
Schmidt, Mr. Bartholf, Mr. Rhein and others.

WOOD'S STATE COMMITTEE -- The following are the names of the gentlemen appointed from the various Senatorial
districts:

Dist. Dist. Dist.

1. Edward A. Lawrence 11. Archibald C. Niven 22. Samuel Avery
2. Patrick Fitzgerald 12. Francis Burdick 23. Amos B. Kind
3. Edmund Powers 13. S. Nichol 24. Wm. H. Cuyler
4. Alvin W. Lockwood 14. A.]. Mills 25. Peter McKey
5. Fernando Wood 15. Levi Smith 26. John T. Allen
6. Peter Fullmer 17. Joseph R. Flanders 27. F. C. Dinninny
7. J. Winthrop Chanler 18. Thomas G. Young 28. N. E. Paine

8. N. Hill Fowler 19. William B. Sands 29. Wm. Binghan
9. Robert B. Bradford 20. Nathan Whiting 30. Wm. H. Abell
10. Isaac Birdsall 21. Norman Maltby 31. L.L. Pratt

THE POLICE COMMISSIONERS.

The telegraph yesterday announced that Gov. Seymour would probably remove the Police Commissioners of New York
city "for cause." As all may not be in the secret as to what the movement means, we give the following from "Manhattan,"
the New York scenes correspondent of the London Herald, a violent Anti-American journal. He says:

"The conservative citizens are very much alarmed at the indications of trouble in this city. The best men have cautioned
Governor Seymour against meddling with the Police Commissioners and the 3,000 organized force, unless he mediates a
revolt. On the other hand, the Democrats, who wish to have no draft and to have the city completely under the control of
the Democracy, advise Seymour to get rid of the Commissioners, saying so long as they are kept President Lincoln really
can control the city."

The same correspondent says of Fernando Wood's interview with the President:

"The bold and bad Fernando does not seem to be in favor with the regulars, or with the Seymour men. Both denounce
him. Five minutes after he had made his last of the five speeches at the Peace meeting, Provost Marshal Nugent read him
a note. Wood was very pale, and merely remarked, "Are you or any of your Deputies to accompany me?' 'No; it is merely
a request. You can go on alone, and take your own time. It will save difficulty if you do go." That night, in the 11 o'clock
train, Wood started for the city of Washington. His friends say that the President talked with him very seriously, and told
him frankly that, if he did not alter his treasonable course, he would arrest him and and lock him up, if it cost the streets
of New York city to be filled knee deep with blood; that he would maintain the government at all hazards, not only
against rebellion but against treason. I met Wood yesterday, and a more subdued man I have never seen. Wood is not a
man to stand up when fighting is to be done, especially if it is likely to be of a serious character. "Our Woods are
decidedly Quakers."
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Wadsworth Rally in the Eighteenth Ward.

The Republican Union men of the Eighteenth Ward held a meeting at the Republican Central Committee
Rooms, on the corner of Broadway and Twenty-third street, to ratify the nomination of James S. Wadsworth
and the Union and State ticket. Judge Edward P. Combs was appointed chairman, and made a brief speech,
setting forth in contrast the merits of the two gubernatorial candidates-General Wadsworth contributing of his
money to the war, exposing himself to the perils of battle, and sending his sons into the army; while the
nominee of the Albany Convention, according to the admission of the journal published in his own city, had
never contributed a farthing of his vast wealth from the time the war broke out to advance our armies or to
sustain the soldier in the hospital. It was state a few days since in the reply to one who told him he was
running against a soldier, Mr. Seymour folded his arms and said he should probably succeed, for our soldiers
run well.

A series of resolutions was introduced by William W. Northrup, urging the support of the Union State ticket
as a means of settling the question of sustaining the administration in the prosecution of the war, ratifying the
nominations made at Syracuse, and cordially approving the recent proclamation of Mr. Lincoln.

David Dudley Field was then introduced, and spoke at length in support of the Union State ticket. General
Wadsworth, he said, though never holding office, had always taken a deep interest in political matters. In
1847, when a member of the Democratic State Convention, he had voted for the following resolution:

Resolved, That while the democracy of New York, represented in this Convention, will faithfully adhere to all
the compromises of the constitution, and jealously maintain all the reserved rights of the states, they declare
their uncompromising hostility to the extension of slavery into territory now free, or which may hereafter be
acquired by the Government of the United States.

From that time to July, 1856, Mr. Wadsworth continued to belong to the democratic party, acting with that
branch of it which opposed inflexibly and always the extension of slavery. The divergence between the two
branches became, however wider and wider, till that which opposed the extension of slavery openly
repudiated the action of the other branch, and separated from them, nominating for their candidates for the
Presidency and Vice-Presidency the nominees of the Republicans. This was done at a Convention held at
Syracuse on the 24th of July, 1856. Mr. Wadsworth presided over this assemblage, and made a speech
reaffirming the declaration of the radical democratic Convention of 1848 that one of the foundation stones of
the democratic party was hostility to the extension of slavery.

On the other hand, Mr. Seymour has always been a devotee of the South, a northern man with southern
principles. There was never a claim, however extravagant, or any pretence, however wild, put forth by the
South, which did not find favor in his eyes. He was a representative of that extreme class of northern
politicians forever truckling to the slave power and forever rewarded by its support. He is for peace on any
terms, so that he and his party may have the power.

Henry B. Stanton followed with a speech setting forth that the Wadsworth men were for the country; the
Seymour party against the country.

Charles S. Spencer also showed Mr. Seymour's subserviency to the slave interest, and that his election would
elate Jeff Davis and Company with lively emotions of triumph.

THE WADSWORTH MEETING.

Great Republican Gathering at the Cooper Institute.
Speech of Gen. Jas. S. Wadsworth
Abolition Avowed--The South to be Subjugated
LETTER FROM SEC. SEWARD
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Speeches of Lyman Tremaine, Hon. Wm. D. Kelley, of Pa., Gen. Cassius M. Clay,
and others.

Last evening the grand rally of the Republicans took place at Cooper Institute. The lecture room was
crowded. The speaker's desk was decorated with the American flag, and on pieces of white canvas, back of the
platform, were the following words:

"In a contest with the oppressed the Almighty has no attribute that can take sides with the oppressor." --
Jefferson

"Rather than this Union should be dissolved, let slavery perish."--H. Clay

"One country, one constitution, one destiny."--Webster

Someone in the crowd suggested three cheers for Gen. Wadsworth, which were given.

Alfred Craven called the meeting to order, by proposing Capt. Charles H. Marshall as chairman, who was
unanimously elected by acclamation.

In a short address as he said the election now pending was the most important in the country's history; it will
decide whether this rebellion is to be put down or not. The election of Horatio Seymour depended mainly
upon the traitors and secessionists and sympathizers with the South. Take away their votes, they would come
out at the little end of the horn. He then spoke in praise of General Wadsworth and family. He added: What is
Mr. Seymour in this contest? I have never heard of him. He has been brought forward here. I have never heard
of Mr. Seymour for the last two years. I am not aware that he has taken any part in this contest whatever; that
he has spent a day in it, or a shilling--and I understand that he has not."

A letter of Hon. Wm. H. Seward was then read as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON, Oct. 28, 1863 [?]

GENTLEMEN: Eighteen months ago your noble ship of state was driven by the storms of faction upon a lea
shore. I came aboard at the captain's call to assist at the helm. He has carried her safely over some of the
breakers, but others are before her, and expelled mutineers are said to be coming back from abroad to board
and sink her. Whatever may be the duty of others, it is clearly mine to remain at my post, promptly and strictly
obeying orders. I can only say to you, and to all other loyal men on board, be active, vigilant, and persevering.
If we work in concert and work in earnest, we hall all the sooner carry the precious vessel through all her
perils, and greet the waiting nationals with the cry, "All's well!" I have the honor to be, gentlemen, Very
respectfully, your [illegible] servant, WILLIAM H. SEWARD
To D. D. Conover and A.M. Palmer, Esgs., Committee of Arrangements, New York.

SPEECH OF LYMAN TREMAIN

Lyman Tremain being called, said that but a few days would pass by and the question whether the Union
was to be supported or overthrown would be settled. The nation is fighting for life, and the question is
whether the government shall overthrow the traitors or the traitors the government. He would not speak as a
mere partisan, he would be false to his country and false to his God if he did. But he deprecated that certain
honest men followed a name which is used for partisan purposes.

They may blow the party trumpet of the so called Democratic party and shouts may arise from loyal but
misguided men. Since the time he had first addressed an audience in this canvass, Horatio Seymour has been
fully heard. He has made use of his position either as an excuser or accuser, and laid down the principles for
the people to follows. He had read his speeches with care and attention and with mingled emotions of pain,
sorrow, and indignation. He would now proceed to answer them speeches. He felt able to pull off the thinly
disguised secessionism displayed in the speeches of Horatio Seymour. He would in the first place refer to
mere personal matter, and in doing this he would depart from his general rule. Mr. Seymour, has descended
from the position of public speaker in this discussion of great principles to make an attack upon himself. He
(Seymour) had complained of a personal assault by him, but he had attacked principles and their working out.
When Seymour was nominated for governor he delivered a speech full of dangerous tendencies and
principles. Its effect would be to arrest volunteering; it would cripple and paralyze the arm of the government;
that if he was elected it would be most terrible blow to the Union cause since the breaking out of the rebellion.
He believed if the abolitionists had seceded and if in a Democratic convention such sentiments had been
uttered, he would not be patiently heard by the Democratic audience. Seymour had descended to person pique
and
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charged him with disloyalty to the government, Seymour would sustain his position, however, in a speech he
(the speaker) delivered at Tweddle Hall, January 1861, by placing sentences in juxtaposition, and adds that
since the nomination of Mr. Tremaine he had been called a patriot, and been suitably rewarded by the party he
has always denounced and opposed. Can Mr. Tremaine be called a patriot? It may be profane to call him a
traitor. He left the above personal pique, but called upon all to look at his record of the past. As a proof he
would allude to the high position conferred upon him of Lieutenant Governor. Seymour had withheld the fact
of the honorable gentlemen who presided in the convention by whom he was nominated. He then presented
the distracted state of the country on the meeting of the convention in January 1861. The secession of the six
Gulf states, and the message of the governor. The Legislature of Virginia had resolved that a peace convention
should be called and her intention of abiding the fate of her sister slave states. The governor of this state
recommended that commissioners be sent to that state to forward the movement. He regarded the South from
the then Democratic party. He did not believe that these preliminary symptoms were the result of a deep laid
conspiracy, the roots of which had already been struck deep into southern soil and that had been preparing for
thirty years, and must break out upon the election of Lincoln. He then took the ground that passions were
excited and he endeavored to soothe as much as possible the excitement. At that time he said that time was
important in order to cool the passions and to avoid by all means civil war; that the people should have an
opportunity to speak; that their mission was to save not to destroy. These were the apologies he made at that
time in order to save the country from a terrible civil war under which we are now suffering. He might have
been wrong but his purpose was then as now, to save the Union of his fathers to leave it peaceably if possible
and if not by the employment of all the means that God and nature hath placed at our hands. Unlike Seymour,
he took the ground that secession was a hersay that had no foothold in the Constitution of the U.S. Now the
question may be asked of him, do you intend to sustain the position assumed by the seceded states and the
people of the South?

The peace convention failed to accomplish its purpose because the idea of the South was when they had the
power parting from them to dissolve the Union and establish a new confederacy. Six weeks after the meeting
of the convention Fort Sumter was attacked (speak louder) The denunciations, threats of the South were met
by a call from President Lincoln for 75,000 men. As soon as a meeting could be called together at that time he
took his stand with John K. Porter, who took his stand to support the government. In all places, at all times,
and in all instances, he had never faltered one hour--("why don't you raise your voice?")--and he would stand
there so long as life lasted. ("I hope so.") That Democratic organ, the Atlas and Arqus, said it was vain to call out
75,000 men. At that time he declared that the right of secession was the excuse urged by the South in
destroying the Union; that he denied that right in toto. And now he would to God Seymour preached such
secession as that. Now it has been said that he deserted his principles to obtain--("louder")--the reward of the
nomination of lieutenant governor. Oh, Horatio Seymour! ("Hear, hear.") You do go down deeper in the filthy
mire than even your master, Jeff Davis! ("Bravo!") Oh, that Horatio Seymour could rise from the low and
sordid position of a partisan to breathe the purer spirit that Stephen A. Douglas inhaled-that were Douglas for
whom he abored with the full knowledge that he was a doomed man by reason of these Breckinridge,
[illegible] was the choice of the northern democracy, but Seymour was willing to see him overthrown, as an
offering to his southern master, Jeff Davis & Co. He (the speaker) recognized no party division, that there is no
political principle involved in this contest but the great absorbing question, shall the government be sustained
or shall New York extend aid and comfort to Jeff Davis and his myrmidons? He then read an extract from a
speech of Douglas certifying to the theory of working for the country instead of a party. The honor of
lieutenant governor would not add to his honors ("Hear.") The office was worth only six dollars a day while
the Senate and the Canal Board were in session; travel fees would not be an object, as he lived in the district
where both the bodies met. Then to charge him with treachery because he had accepted the nomination from
the Republican party! He would hurl back into the teeth of that gentleman, with all the indignant scorn that he
could command, the false and contemptible accusatior. ("Good, good!--louder.") It has been said heretofore
that no man could aspire with any hope of success for the office of governor of New York, unless he 