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2ND FIELD ARTILLERY

What was probably the most pleasant
experience the Second Field Artillery
has had, as a regiment, since coming
to Texas, took place recently hefore Col.
Wingate’s quarters on Prado Wingate.
It was the first regimental entevtain-
ment that has been attempted and al-
though the regiment has taken part in
a number of other entertainments, this
one was all its own. The command did
well indeed, and the regiment applaud-
ed itself heartily and went to bed under
the quiet eanvas of a calm, starlight
night with a sense of complaie satis-
faction. The regiment by virtue of its
success felt ‘itself to be a unit not a
collection of batteries, a self-sufficient
body of men in which was a collection
of unprofessional talent that could be

. matehed against any other on the bor-
der,

To see the dancing, the clog, the jig,
the swift whirling steps qr Russian
toes and the quick rythmic hammer of
Irish heels; to hear the sweet tones of
a cornet in the hands of a master, and
the voices of men who love to sing
some crude, others well trained—to hear
them sing every kind of melody fiom
simple humorous ditty to classie, and to

‘laugh at the monologues, the imitations
and take-offs, was pleasure indeed,
pleasure that. softens the labor of tle
day and makes men more willing, Ana
then at the close to join with a regi
nent—your regiment—in the old za-
miliar and well-loved ‘‘Auld Lang
Syne’’ was enough to make any.soldier
glad he sas alive, e

It was no wonder that there was ea-
thusiasm  over - Regimental  Supply
Sergeant William  B. Lové’s announ-
cement that it was the Colonel’s wish
that these entertainments continue reg-
ularly and that all the talent of the
regiment would be called upon to con-
tribute to suceeeding numbers,

Among the entertainers were Private
Nortou of Battery E., and Sergeant
David Allen of Headquarters who start-
ed the evening with songs after the
band’s overture. The band leader aud
cornet soloist, Edward Zitman, inter-
spersed plenty of imstrumental airs . be-
tween the numbers that followed. A
monologue by Sergeant Sherlo of Bat-
tery B, was very well received. Shifty
Doyle of Diamomd A. Raneh, Supply
Company, followed on the boards with
some remarkable clogging that drew
considerable applause and then Battery
B.’s famous tro of Privates Diegey,
Leufer, and Arthur presented several
numbers. #

A great number of the onlookers
seemed to consider Private Schum-
macce of B. Battery the hit of the eve-
ning with his original song ‘*Oa the
Texas Border Line,’” which is sung to
the chorus tune of ‘“On the Oid Fall
River Line.’’ Buch versts as this one
took down the house:

‘‘On the Texas border line, where
you're sick most all the time,

We have a lovely hospital where you
are treated fine,

For a scrateh, a kiek, a bruise or cut,
you're swabbed with iodine,

And no matter what your ills may be,
they feed you O. L. piils, you see—

+On the Texas horder linz,!’

Schummacee has had these verses put
on a postal, such as that of ‘“Hell in
Texas.’? He has written aunother set
of verses which wind up in this fash-
ion:

We'd like to be right back at home,
that would sure be grand,

And when we spot dear old* New York
We'll yell to beat the band.

We love our country and our flag, we’ll
defend it with our might

But the only thing that’ll bring us
back is WAR, or a d—d good fight.

Schummacce was followed by a cor
net golo by Bandmaster Zitman, and
then Private G. Hensel of Battery B
gave a series of classic songs with great
success. Private R. L. Cowles of E
Battery was responsible for a cracker-
jack monologue and a reeitation of
*‘Tin,”” the Rattler poem which has
caused much comment . Corporal Tenny
of A, brought the housg with him in a
song and dance act, Private Diegen ot
Battery B appeared for the second time
with a solo, and the last number was
by the Blackfoot Indian’Chief of Dia-
mond A. Ranch Supply Company,
Woolworth, an Indian dance and song.

Thus the first entertainment wound
up suecessfully. It wag in charge and
under the direction of Captain A. D,
Washington ,and there will be 'more
like it—unless the order to move east
interferes.

For the unext entertainment ,it is
whispered, there will be a great evene,
a mnew quartette from headquarters,
something fine, It will cousist of Ser-
geants Joe De Silver, Hoffman, Love
and Brodie. Virtue unsuspected.

Following are the changes that have
taken place recently: Resignations
and departures; Major Chauncey Mat-
lock, Captain Adjutant, lst Battery,
Eugene Lohr; Captain Alphonse W.
‘Wiener, Adjutant 2nd Battery, and
Lientenant Hathorna C. Green of Bat-
tery E. In their places will be Cap-
‘tain Adjutant De Witt C. Weld, 1st
Battery, as Major; Lieutenant John D,
Hutt, of Battery A, as Adjuant Ilst
Battery; Lieutendnt Frederick De Fig-
aniere, as Regimental Adjutant and
Lieutenant Raymond Hoffman of Bat-
tery D, as Adjutant 2nd Battery.

The new building back of head-
quarters is now practically finished,
and is the home of the commisary,
quartermaster, postoffice and Adju-
tant’s office. It is being used chiefly
for the sterage of supplies, but its
spaee is so well divided that each de-
partment seems to have far more room
than at first seemed possible.

Captain Kuntz, who has charge of
the mail sitnation, is certainly satisfied
with his quarters in the new office, and
80 is his right-hand war-whoop, Ser-
reant Brodie of Regimental supplies.

t may have been mnoticed that the
Brooklyn papers gave Edward W, Bro-
die an excellent, first-class write-up
lately. He has been twenty-seven years
with the New York Postoffice de-
partment, ten years of it in eivil ser-
vice. He has been sixteen years with
the Second F. A., and can tell you all
about the Old Third Battery on Cler-
mont Avenue, Brooklyn, where the
whole dingbusted business started. His

assistant in the postoffice for the Regi-
ment is W. I. Kidd, also a city P. O,
man. Kidd is some “kid.”’ e han.
dles over 20,000 pieces of mail a day
for the Regiment and never blinks an
eye from Reveille to Taps.

It is an understood fact in Battery
C that this is gala week szt Camp
Scorpi, as Sergeant Campbell insists
upon calling the place. So many peo-
ple have actually succeeded in getting
Mr, Lelitii to cut their hair, which say-
ed the McAllen barbers’ wives a lot of
funeral expenses, by the way, and such
a stimulus of spirits has heen created
by the movement of the dough bhoy
regiments, and the really, truly fact
that Quartermaster Sergeant Johnson
is honestly going to give a hand-out
soon, that the Battery ecan’t contain
itself; and then also Brody has finished
his or rather C’s mess shack, But great-
est of all in Camp Seorpi is the John-
son hand-out. The .other things have
precedent, but that none whatever.

Top Sergeant ‘A1’ Van Brackle, of
Battery E. says we are going home the
tirst—the first opportunity.” Probably
he means the first of Novanuary. How-
ever, he is content with some things—
food for instance.  Had asparagus,
creamed, and creamed smoked heef a
Ia Mess Sergeant Ed Bermius. Top says
that two meals g day ought to be
enough for the men down here and he
recalls the hike through Massachusetts
about seven years ago when the bat-
tery couldn’t get bread and each sec-
tion appointed a cannoneer for a grub
s€out on the way.

Battery A sent forth its mighty cham-
Dpions t week to battle with Battery
A men of the First Fieldbon, the new
ring erected near the hendquarters of
Brigadier-General MeNair. Four bouts
took place, The first between Patter-
son of the Second and Carnegie of the
First was called a draw by Kid Mc
Coy who refereed. Yerkes of the first
and Behrens of the Second went a good
gait until Behrens proved his superior-
ity with some telling punches, and took
matters in his own hands. Ruwe of the
Second and Sailor Brown of the First
followed and the.Second Fieldman was
knoeked for the count, clearly out-
matched. Simpson of the Second
matehed up with Jakes because of the
absenee of the original boxer and
stood some severe punishment heeause
of his condition. He took the count
erhausted after putting up a splenidd
exhibition of merve and cleverness.

The presence of Gen. O’Ryan made
the evening a large event and the music
and singing furnished by the Artill-
ery men was very excellent. The Gen-
eral’s smilé betrayed his approval of
both fights and entertainment,

Battery E had an aecident on the
last hike, down around Sharyland. One
of the pieces, while going into action
at a gallop, struck a stump and over-
turned. ~ Privates Mayer and Duffy
were pieked up underneath the piece,
but although taken to the hospital, were
not hurt very badly. They will be back
on duty this week.

Furloughs of one mounth have been
granted Privates Fred Nehring, Har-
old Larkin and MecDevit, Mechanic
Farrell, Corporal Esper, and Cook John
son were caught in MecAllen with their
sleeves rolled up by General O’Ryan
and the result was actwo dollar “fine
apiece,

Battery B’s First Sergeant A. A
Farrell, and Clerk N. E. Humbert, are
mourning the loss of Clerk Tarleton,
who left for home Sept. 8, 'but they are
thankful ‘that he remained long. enough
to give valuable aid in making up the
pay-rolls. The whole Battery joins
them in regret, and is also sorry to
learn that Private Steve Scammacee,
song writer and actor, who wrote ¢‘On
the. Texas Border Line,’’ will leave
soon, too.

Horseshoer Fitehette has another
burro, He, without doubt, is the
champion mascot collector of the eamp,
baving now a total of two burros, a
rabbit, a cat, a lizard, a horned toad
and a whip snake. Captain Fox may
object to the addition to the mess bill.

First Lieutenant Samuel E. MeRick-
ard of Battery F has been recalled to|
Washington to resume his official du-
ties as Government Railroad Appraiser.
Lieutenant McRickard is the Senior
Lieutenant of the regiment, having"
served in  the capacity for twelve
years.

i
—R. W. F.
9TH INFANTRY

Co. K—A letter printed in the Eve-
ning Post-of New York has caused no
little comment among our friends in
the eity., The writer refrained from
signing his name to the communcation
but choose to dub himself ‘¢ Anti-Molly-
coddle.’”

The letter in itself proved beyond
a doubt that the composer was an able
master of the art of subtle sarcasm and
at the same time illustrated the fact
that he had not the ability to grasp the
true state of affairs. His comment as to
the attitude of the members of the Na-
tional Guard was insulting to the men
who have sacrificed s0 mueh in answer-
ing the callto arms.

All possible honor should be accord-
ed those who responded so promptly to
the call to mobilize—at the time it look-
ed very much as if there would be war
in Mexico, Under the act of Congress
of June 3, we were forced to decide
quickly as to whether we would take
the oath or not. If we did, we became
members of the “regular army. Again
in this instance the urgeney of the sit-
uation prompted us, almost to a man,
to sacrifice business and home interests
and respond to orders to defend our
country.

Now that we are here at the border
it is perfectly clear that it was never
intended that the National Guard should
be a body of regular soldiers! Its mem-
bership is represented by civilians en-
gaged in commereial and finaneial in-
terests, with no intention of choosing
the life of a soldier. Today we are
making very few complaints, but endur-
ing much; we are existing under great
aggravation in military camps under
such conditions as warrant eriticism of
the system that makes our stay on the
border necessary. We are led to believe
from advices from Washington that
there is to be no war with Mexico. Is
‘it not then a monstrous injustice to
keep the milita at the border.

Many among us, even though their

salaries are paid, are mindful of the

dangers of permitting others to fill our
places during our enforced absence from
busi It seems that we are now
justified in our desiring to return home
instead of continuing camp life. Have
not the majority of us proven our will-
ingness and ability to serve our coun-
try? It does not seem then feasible that
our President will keep the militia in
Texas much Jonger and thengsend thous-
ands of men home, without work, their
old positions filled by someone not an
‘“ Anti-Mollycoddle?” nor overflowing
with patriotism. \

‘We are mastering our drills and camp
routine. Some claim we have mastered
the details assigned to us but just now
we shall mnot be so vain as to aceept
this compliment, though we do not deny
it,

However, the one feature of military
life we do profess to be superior in is
““Company Co-operation.’’ "In this we
are able instructors though it is with
some ‘regret that we find few of.our
neighbors calling on us for our book of
instructions,

Naturally at first this co-operation
was lacking. Our attempts to become
‘‘regulars’’ were met at every turn by
some unknown obstacle. This could not
go on for long so our officers sought a
solution to the problem. It is needless
to say that they have found it. -

Our details have been finished in shorg
er order, there is more snap ta our drill-
ing and the morale of the' entire com-
pany has improved one hundred per
cent,

More of this work and the improve-
ment of companies will make excellent
battalions and this in turn will material:
Iy benefit our fegiment until we have an
outfit second to none on the horder.

Let us try this out. Company K ecan
be counted on to render every possible
assistance to its last man. :

Our new Mess Sergeant has proven
himself an able protege of Sergeant
Hunt and the men are boosting our far
famed ‘‘bean suppers’’ which origina-
ted from the culinary art of Kid Bean.

Though we can’t re-fight the battle of

Bunker Hill we can and have thrashed
out the attack of Lobo Mountain in the
Phillipines.Private Murtha better known
to his fellows as, ‘‘Luzon  Pete,’’ has
taken charge of the historical squad and
some remarkable progress has been made
in ascertaining the qualities of hoth
forces.
It is our sad duty to report a very seri-
ous accident to Artificer Jas. MeCoy.
Joe is a past master of the art of
ducking, having ducked all drills so
far by working various schemes. Hav-
ing reached the end of his rope in eon
cacting exeuses as to why he should be
excused, he was compelled to hike out
with the company last evening. Select-
ing what he thought was a soft spot,
he dove head first for it. But poor
Joe’s eyesight is not what it was back
in New York, the result was what he
thought was @ nice pillow, happened to
be a mesquite stump. He appeared
cheerful when told by the Medico his
thumb was broken, as he says it finishes
his drilling during the Mex. invasion.

Rumor has it, our genial Mess Ser-
geant, James Cannody, is about t0 be
appointed instructor of the culinary
artists of the 1st Brigade. Tt is said he

is the only chef in said Brigade who

can purchase a feed out of the rations
supplied. He will impart the secret to
other chefs,

Sergt. Burke,.the Senior' Right Guide
of the State of New York says the driil
1-egu‘]ations are all wrong, as he has
found from an experience of eighteen
vears that it is much better to guide his
Co. with his eyesight, travel in circles,
or zig-sag- his way all over the drill
field. It gives the men more exercise and
gets the skipper so jumping mad that he
cannot speak, thereby saving himself a
call down.

Of all the Non Com’s in Company C.,
the one most thought about, is our very
able supply Sergt. The men look after
his every little wants in camp, his wants
in town are generally looked after by
the provost.

So far only two members of the Co.
have been ‘‘cast in durance vile.”’ I
must apoligize for such a poor showing
for a company, when we become prop-
erly acelimated we may do better.

The night was dark, but not stormy.
The Texas atmosphere, coupled with the
vivid imagination brought about by the
first might on guard ou the border,
made the command ‘“halt’’ heard quite
frequently throughout the night, Back
at the foot of Co. C 8t. there is located
a small cemetery, and it was covered by
post eleven and twelve. Two doughty
N. Y. warriors, Hoban and Welsh cov-
ered these posts. At that most un-
earthly of all hours, 3 a. m., Private
Hoban observed a form moving, sneak-
ing toward him, sometimes high up,
and then again dropping low to the
ground, a tremelous halt! issued from
hig 42-inch chest, but still the form ad-
vanced. Welsh, by this time also ob-
served this advancing form. In dou-
ble time they ran toward each other
for proteetion, or perhaps singly they
were going to come in and report it.
Coming together must have stiffened
them up, neither wanted to eonfess
his fear to the other. A counsel of
war was held, there was no doubt of it
being an enemy. They proceeded to
load their rifles, the order to fire was
about fo be given, when a Corporal
with the relief appeared, and saved the
69th from paying the price of a $1200
white faced cow.

Requisition has proven an evil wora
to our Q M Sergeant. The little slips
were passed around a few days ago and
filled in. It was then the trouble
started. To the wumsophisticated, a
thirty-eight chest is an easy matter tc
understand but the government figures
which have been substituted for the
sizes stand out like Greek. . With his
tent the image of a Sixth' Avenue
pawn shop, Sergeant Magill met many
difficulties, and to make matters
worse, an army of red ants invaded
his quarters and put to flight any
thoughts of sleep entertained on the
part of the Q M squad.

Private Halton has been appropriate-
ly dubbed ‘“Kid Rumor,”’ and is will-
ing to defend his title against the
world. As far as we are concerned, he
has earned it to the extent of keeping
us awake nights preparing for those or-

ders to ‘‘entrain for the morth.’’ . We.

have yet to find anyone capable :of
ercating so much ferment upon so little
provoeation as our brother soldier who
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is good for a ‘“wire from headquarters??
at least twice a day.

The entire company is endeavoring to
emulate the regulars but as yet have
failed to conform exactly to the model
set by our first Sergeant.—C. A. 8.

1ST CAVALRY.

The long doubted camp site for the
1st Cavalry has at last become a real-
ity. The ground looks like the start |
of a mew city during the gold rush of |
'49. Our new home will be west of |
the 12th Regiment, and about a quarter |
of a mile douth of the Mission road.
It is being built on one of the highest |
pieces of ground in the vicinity, and |
when it is not raining one can look |
across the muddy Rio Grande into |
Mexico. t |
The streets of the new camp will run
east and west. The prevailing breezes
blow from the officers quarters through |
the eamp and down to the picket line |
(when there are any breezes) this is |
hard on the flies, who will have the |
option of beating up against the wind |
from the picket lifie to the cook shack,
or taking an extended hike to Mission.
It is impossible, however, to satisfy
everyone,

At the end of each picket line there
will be a corral for watering the horses.
After watering for six weeks in
troughs, which threaten to float av ay
in soupy mud, the men who own white
fpoters are trying to find the person
who thought of thig scheme in order
to send him a case of something.

Everything in the new camp will be
uniform from the dressing of the hat |
cord to the construction of the kitehen |
and gness halls, The Sunday supple-
ment Saturday nighter will have as
much chance of finding his own street
as the owner o fa Boston brownstone.

Certain troops who have erected elab-
orate mess shacks and other splendid |
publie buildings will have to put them
down to profit and loss unless they can
find some Mexican family in need of |
a summer home.

The plans for the eamp have been |
drawn according to U. S. Army specifi- |
cations. This of course leads to the
rumor that the camp when completed |
will be turned over to nomad bands of |
regulars who are doubtless being houseaq |
during the interval in goat corals and |
fed on mesquite beans. |

The new site is in charge of Lieuten-
ant Raldiris of K. Troop. It is esti-
mated that the work wil] be completed |
in between two to three weeks. |

Recommendations have been made by |
General O’Ryan for the reorganization !
of the 3rd squadron, the so called milk |
squadron. |

At present the squadron is composed |
of M of Avon, I of Buffalo, and L. and |
K of Brooklyn, The reorganization as |
recommemded will place the four up- |
state troops of Buffalo, Avon, Ro- |
chester and Syracuse in one squadron |
Up to the present the major of the 3rd
sguadron has had the difficult task of |
keeping in touch with four troops from
the two extremes of the state.

The proposed change will eause H. of |
Rochester, D of Syracuse and the two |
Brooklyn troops to change their let-
ters. There is weeping and gnashing |
of teeth among the quartermasters who
must needs take their little steneiling |
outfits and work every piece of equip- |
ment over again, |

The horses who will have to have
their hoofs remarked also comsider it
a rum deal, and of course the troopers
do“on general principles, and the dear
old homefolks will have to twist their |
tongues around a new letter; the old |
troop songs, deseribing the superiority |
of the singers on the ‘‘meinself ind |
Gott’’ plan, will have to be used as |
fuel for the Franklin store, and the
old guidon eut-up for oil rags.

The only ones who don’t eare are M
and I, who have received the order *‘as
you were.”’

The change will be made when we
get settled in our new camp. It is ru-
mored that H will become K and D
will be come L. Whether or not the
two Brooklyn troops will take the va-
cant letters, or whether they will be a
further reassignment of letters in.order
to bring the five Brooklyn troops to-
gether is not known at present.

Of course L and K claim that the |
milk squadron is being badly skimmed, |
but that was to be expeected. |

The schedule of the regimental base |
ball league is drawing to a close. The i
|
|
|
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3rd squadron has completed its games,
troop. D defeating troop M 3 to 1 in a
well played game. In the 2nd Squad- |
ron, Troops H and F are left to play |
g‘ff for the Squadron championship. |

he game was scheduled for Saturday, |
Sept 2. Troops A and B will have de-
cided the championship of the 1st
Squadron before this goes to print. The |
drawings for the finals will be held |
when Troops F and H play their Sat- |
urday game.One of the three Squadron |
winners will draw a bye and play theJ
winner of the game between the re- |
maining two for regimental champion- |
ship. |

Troop K having solemnly buried ee- |
eentric ol dGeneral Rumor, are now go- |
ing at things with both feet. Sergeant |
John L. Van Winkel of Troop L, 3rd U. |
8. Cavalry, has been appointed to the |
Troop as Sergeant Instructor. He re-
fers to the men as ““Rookies,”’ a name,
which up to this time the troop has felt
that even 'the Kaiser and his staff
would hesitate in using. i

Tent seven of Troop K is known as
the lawyers tent, chiefly because it is/|
composed of members of the bar |
(legal). In spite of the codieals and
amendments to the military law which |
are drawn up daily by Walter Kuhn,
they still continue to shift ferfilizer
from place to place and serub the pots
and pans. Like true lawyers, they al-
ways objeet to reveille, and when over-
ruled, have an exception noted.

A week or more ago we were bustled
through the ecactus in regimental re-
view with the understanding that there |
was to be a divisional review the fol-
lowing day before General Funston.
The General apparently had no stop
over on his ticket from Brownsville,
for he has not appeared yet. We hafe
been going around with our belts pipe-
clayed and our buttons madly shined,
until we can’t stand the strain much
longer. The divisional review has been
played for all it is worth by the ru-
mor mongers who tell us, may their

(Continued on Page Eight.)

i McAllen, Texas
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HALL'S

People who have shopped around in the Val-
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ley come to us because our store is clean, our stock
fresh and well handled, and our service attentive at

all times,

\

Let us handle your next order of groceries and

vegetables, We carry all standard packaged goods,
also the exclusive Fol¢er line of COFFEES, EX-

TRACTS, TEA, BAKING POWDER, etc. I
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' GROCER WHO SELLS FOR LESS
A. P. Hall
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We Fed Most of the 7th
Regiment on Their Hike|

And we are feeding many
other regiments too.
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We have a complete stock
of groceries of all kinds, inclu-
ding crackers and canned
goods. Guess our sardines and
canned soups must be extra
good - - We sell so many of
them.
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Ask any of our regular cus-
tomers about us. You will be
satisfied when you buy here.

MANSUR’S GROCERY

RIGHT ON THE CORNER
Main Street - - - Mission, Texas
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The Best 4000
Acre Ranch

In the Magic Valley
FOR SALE

An abundance of grass. Artesian water
from four artesian wells on the property.
Also 16 shallow wells for stock. Never
dry. : :
Ranch contains 25,000 acres open prai-
rie, now carrying about 5000 head of
white faced and poled cattle. Excep-
tional opportunity for investment.  If sold
at once can deliver for a ridiculously low
price. o

Get into communication with E. W. Keyes,
Box 112, Mission, Texas.
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