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T H E OPPOSITION TO T H E NATIONAL GUARD 
That there is a sentiment hostile to the National Guard, the 

Guard itself is well aware. That was made clear during the debates 
in Congress when it was made to appear from matter fed to the press 
that the Guard was playing politics; that it cared nothing about the 
country's defensive interests but was concerned solely with getting 
©n a Federal pay ro l l . To the officers and men of the Guard who had 
contributed not only of their time but of the best that was in them and 
of their means, for the advancement of efficiency of this arm of the 
nation's mil i tary power, these charges were ridiculous. To the New 
Y o r k Guard in particular, which had for years opposed any Federal 
compensation for Guard troops, and who modified their views only 
when they realized that better discipline, property accountability and 
attendance at dril ls were dependent upon this measure, the charges 
seemed so absurd as to need no answer. The Guard made no answer 
,and its opponents had fu l l swing in their campaign of misrepresenta
tion. 

A n interesting example of painstaking effort affecting 
the alleged shortcomings of the Guard is a two column news article 
in the New Y o r k Times of October 29. This article is headed "500 
Guard Officers Quit in 3 Mnr>+ViS. Border TT J \ d v o -

O N S E E I N G M Y B R O T H E R 
R I D E A W A Y T O M E X I C O 

B y E r u c e B a r t o n , E d i t o r o f E v e r y W e e k 

A t 5 o ' c l o c k i n t h e m o r n i n g I w e n t 
o v e r t o t h e a r m o r y t o see a t r o o p o f 
N e w Y o r k ' s C a v a l r y m a r c h a w a y . M y 
b r o t h e r i s a m e m b e r o f t h e t r o o p . 

T h e y a r e j u s t b o y s , i n t h e i r t w e n t i e s . 
M o s t o f t h e m h a v e b e e n m e m b e r s o f 
t h e t r o o p l e s s t h a n a y e a r . T h e y h a v e 
r i d d e n t w i c e a w e e k a t t h e a r m o r y . A 
h u n d r e d t i m e s , p e r h a p s t h e y h a v e b e e n 
on lorsf ibaeV. 

B r a v e t h e y w e r e ; e a g e r t o be a t t h e 
f r o n t ; b u t u n h a r d e n e d , u n e q u i p p e d , 
a n d u n p r e p a r e d . 

T h e p i t y o f i t , I t h o u g h t — t h a t we 
w h o p r i d e o u r s e l v e s o n o u r e f f i c i e n c y 
i n b u s i n e s s , w h o s p e n d m o r e o n l i f e 
i n s u r a n c e a n d f i r e i n s u r a n c e t h a n a n y 
o t h e r p e o p l e i n t h e w o r l d , s h o u l d b e 
so w o e f u l l y i n e f f i c i e n t i n p r o v i d i n g 
t h a t l i f e i n s u r a n c e c a l l e d n a t i o n a l d e 
f e n s e . 

I s a w t h e b r a v e S e v e n t h m a r c h a w a y , 
a s i t h a d m a r c h e d i n 1861 t o m e e t t h e 
C o n f e d e r a t e s a t B u l l R u n . ' ' T w o a r m 
e d m o b s , ' ' C o u n t v o n M o l t k e c a l l e d t h e 
f o r c e s a t t h a t b a t t l e . " A r m e d m o b s " 
— i t i s w i t h a r m e d m o b s t h a t w e h a v e 
f o u g h t a l l o u r w a r s . 

I s a w t h e S e v e n t h go a w a y . 
O n e t h i r d o f t h e m e n d i d n o t h a v e 

e v e n k h a k i u n i f o r m s . 
W e w o u l d n o t f o r e s e e t h e n e e d o f 

k h a k i : w e w o u l d n o t p r e p a r e . 
T w o d e c r e p i t m a c h i n e g u n s I s a w 

a t t h e C a v a l r y c a m p — o f a n t i q u e p a t 
t e r n , a l m o s t u s e l e s s . 

I f t h e w a r i n E u r o p e h a s t a u g h t 
n o t h i n g e l s e , i t h a s t a u g h t t h e n e e d o f 
m a c h i n e g u n s . B u t i t t a k e s m o r e t h a n 
a w o r l d w a r t o t e a c h u s . 

U n b r o k e n , u n t r a i n e d h o r s e s , r u s h e d 
o n f r o m t h e W e s t — a n d e l e v e n m e n i n 
t h e h o s p i t a l , k i c k e d b y h o r s e s . 

W e h a v e s h i p p e d t h o u s a n d s o f h o r s e s 
t o F r a n c e , b u t o u r o w n n e e d o f h o r s e s 
w e w o u l d n o t f o r e s e e . 
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t o x i n h a d g i v e n o u t . 

A t a n y m i n u t e i n t h e p a s t f o u r 
y e a r s w e m i g h t h a v e b e e n c a l l e d t o 
t y p h o i d - i n f e s t e d M e x i c o ; y e t n o o n e 
h a d f o r e s e e n t h e n e e d o f t y p h o i d a n t i 
t o x i n . 

N o t e n o u g h u n i f o r m s . N o t e n o u g h 
g u n s . N o t e n o u g h a m m u n i t i o n . N o t 
e n o u g h b l a n k e t s . N o t e n o u g h m e d i 
c i n e . N o t e n o u g h f o o d . 

O n c e b e f o r e w e w e n t t o M e x i c o . W e 
c a l l e d f o r 50 ,000 v o l u n t e e r s . O u r t o t a l 
f o r c e w a s 104 ,284 . 

B u t i t t o o k a l m o s t a y e a r t o g e t t h e 
v o l u n t e e r s e q u i p p e d a n d t r a i n e d . B y 
t h e t i m e t h e y w e r e p r e p a r e d t h e i r t e r m 
o f e n l i s t m e n t h a d e x p i r e d a n d t h e m e n 
w e n t h o m e . 

I q u o t e f r o m H u i d e k o p e r ' s s t a n d a r d 
w o r k : 

" A s a r e s u l t o f t h i s l o s s c o u p l e d w i t h 
t h e d e t a c h m e n t s n e c e s s a r y t o g u a r d 
t h e l i n e o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d a l a r g e 
n u m b e r o f s f e k , S c o t t ' s a r m y w a s r e 
d u c e d t o 5 8 2 0 e f f e c t i v e m e n . I n t h e 
m i d s t o f a h o s t i l e c o u n t r y , a n d o n l y 
t h r e e d a y s ' m a r c h f r o m t h e c a p i t a l , 
w i t h v i r t u a l l y n o e n e m y t o o p p o s e h i m , 
S c o t t f o u n d h i m s e l f u n a b l e t o M i d g e 
f o r t h r e e m o n t h s . . . . T h e ~ e x i -
c a n s , i n t h e m e a n w h i l e h a d g j ; m ' f -

O u r H o n o r R o l l 
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A v e . , B r o o k l y n , N . Y . 
M a j o r C h a r l e s E l l i o t W a r r e n , A i d e -
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G . , N . Y . 

L i e u t . C o l . R . L . F o s t e r , 1 2 t h N e w 
Y o r k I n f a n t r y . * 

C a p t . D . M . H o o k s , B i n g h a m t o n , 
N e w Y o r k . 

W . F . H u t c h i n s o n , 120 B r o a d w a y , N . 
Y . C i t y . 

C o l . W m . G . H a a n , C . A . O , U . S . A . 
C o l . C h a u n c e y P . W i l i a m s , D i v . S t a f f . 
C a p t . C h a r l e s C u r r i e , 1 s t C a v a l r y . 
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N e w Y o r k . 

M r s . F r e d e r i c k E . H u m p h r e y s , 4 1 
R i v e r s i d e D r i v e , N e v * ' Y o r k C i t y . 

M r s . A l l e n B . S u t c l i f f e , 16 C a s e n o v i a 
S t . , B u f f a l o , N . Y . 

S e r g t . J . H . C l a r k , C o . B , 7 t h I n f . 
C o r p . H a r v e y K . L i n e s , C o . F , 7 t h I n f 
W m . C . R e l y e a , 55 J o h n S t r e e t , N e w 

Y o r k , N . Y . 
W m . B . M i l e s , 390 C h e r r y S t r e e t , N e w 

Y o r y , N . Y . 
C. S . A n d r e w s , 1 M a d i s o n A v e . , N e w 

Y o r k , N . Y . 
M r s . A m o s R . S t o r e r , N e e d h a m , M a s s . 
E r n e s t C . L e w i s , N a t i o n a l A r t s C l u b , 

N e w Y o r k . 
C o l . J a m e s M . A n d r e w s , S c h e n e c t a d y , 

N . Y . 
C o . M . , 1 s t I n f a n t r y , M o h a w k , N . Y . 
M a j o r E d w i n W . D a y t o n , 1 s t B r i 

g a d e , N . Y . C . 
A r m y a n d N a v y C l u b , N . Y . C . 
C h a s . J . M c K e n n a , N . Y . 7 t h R e g t . 

A s s n . o f C h i c a g o . 
J a m e s C . N o l a n , A l b a n y , N . Y . 
' t . C o l . L o r i l l a r d , S p e n c e r , M i l i t a r y 

S»_ . t o G o v . W h i t m a n . 
I or L o u i s H . E l l e r . 

T H E N A T I O N ' S G U A R D 
B y H o w a r d I r v i n g Y o u n g . 

H e l l w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l G u a r d ! I t w i l l n e v e r a m o u n t t o a n y t h i n g . ' 
— E x t r a c t f r o m a r t i c l e i n l a s t w e e k ' s R a t t l e r . 

"One hundred thousand men to guard the flag, 
"One hundred thousand men with arms , " the call 
Resounded o'er the land, and far and wide, 
They heard and heeded, answered one and a l l 
The country's youth, its pride, the Nation's Guard, 
Forsaking home and workshop, in the hour 
Of need they gathered, glad to bear the cause 
Of liberty and truth—Columbia's power. 

The Nation's Guard ! Untrained and unequipped, 
Yet f i l led with fire and vigor, unafraid 
To bid farewell to love and life down there 
Upon the country's Border. Thus they played 
The Game. But not for them the hero's role, 
And st irring conflict with a gallant foe; 
But dust and sun and dreary days to wait. 
A soldier's lot? A h , yes, they deemed it so. 

But in the waiting they have built anew 
The sinews of the Nation's strength—and Peace. 
Unf a l t ' r ing courage l inked with brawn and sk i l l 
America's pride and safety w i l l increase. 
Who dares to call them worthless now? Who mocks 
A n d jeers these stalwart sons? What trait 'rous tongue 
Blasphemes their name and honor? What man sneers 
A t these who gave their a l l—by Fame unsung? 

Let that one face the hundred thousand men 
Who sacrificed their own to higher needs, 
And let him say their labors are for naught 
Because no bursting shell marked heroes' deeds. 
Then would he cringe who scorns the Nation's youth, 
A n d sensing their devotion, understand 
Their future is America's. Their name 
Is "Regular"—These Guardsmen of the Land . 

S o b e r r e f l e c t i o n , t h e o n l y k i n d pos
s i b l e i n t h e 6 t h D i v i s i o n , c o n v i n c e s u s 
t h a t p o s s i b l y w e w e r e a b i t p r e m a t u r e 
w i t h o u r l a s t l i n e l a s t w e e k . P e r h a p s 
i t s h o u l d h a v e r e a d , " W i l s o n — T h a t ' s 
A l l . " H o w e v e r , w e s t i l l w i t h h o l d o u r 
c o n g r a t u l a t o r y t e l e g r a m s . 

W h a t a n a d f o r t h e s a f e t y r a z o r 
p e o p l e . 

I t s u r e l y w a s a c l o s e s h a v e f o r H i s 
E x c e l l e n c y . 

O u r c a u t i o u s c o n t e m p o r a r y t h e S a n 
B e n i t o " O k l a s o d a k " s p e c i a l e x t r a - e d 
o n W e d n e s d a y , ' ' N e w Y o r k S t a t e v o t e 
to D e c i d e t h e P r e s i d e n c y . " I t r e a l l v 

M a y b e M a b e l w o u l d b e s o r r y , a n d m a y 
b e E l s i e a n d F a y a n d t h e o t h e r s w o u l d 
b e , t o o . B u t J i m w o u l d n ' t a n d n e i t h e r 
w o u l d I i f h e w e r e s h o t e n t i r e l y i n 
s t e a d o f h a l f m o s t o f t h e t i m e , e s p e c 
i a l l y w h e n h e w r i t e s m e l e t t e r s o r s e n d s 
m e s s a g e s a n d t h i n g s . B u t i t w a s c o l d 
i n t h a t p u p - t e n t . D o n ' t see w h y t h e y 
c a l l t h e m p u p s , w h e n t h e y a i n ' t b i g 
e n o u g h f o r a k i t t e n , n o t e v e n a s m a l l 
o n e . 

S u n d a y : T h i s m a y b e a d a y o f r e s t 
s o m e p l a c e s , b u t n o t o n B o r d e r P a t r o i . 
S t o o d g u a r d a g a i n . I t w a s n ' t so l o n e l y 
b y d a y l i g h t , b u t i t w a s n ' t l i k e a p i c n i c -
i n M t . V e r n o n e i t h e r . N o o n e c r o s s e d 
t h e r i v e r w h i l e I w a s o n p o s t w h i c h 
w a s a g o o d t h i n e : f o r m e b e e a u s e I 
w a s n ' t t h i n k i n g o. r i v e r b u t a b o u t Wf 
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