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F I R S T C A V A L R Y . 

How old ia Annof 
What bus became of the Alabama 

Cavalry J 
These two questions now occupy the 

mind of the civilized world. Almost 
two weeks ago when the news that 
Bquadron A was about to return to 
the land of napkins, hcadwaiters and 
sheets was verified to our Missourian 
minds, we were also given to under
stand thaf u regiment of Alabama 
Cossacks were sweeping down upon ua 
from the north, not only to relieve the 
'Ssuadron, but to take the place of the 
1st Cavalry as well. 

Then the bewildering succession we 
learned of the coming departure of the 
Signal Corps, tho Ambulance, Corps, 
Division Headquarters and a l l tho oth
er do-dabs which, grouped around the 
Cavalry, go to make up a division. In 
the excitement, the Alabama boys were 
forgotten. For a l l we know, these mys
terious mounted f lying Dutchmen may 
st i l l be whirling down upon as with 
no one to give them the order to halt. 

McAllen for the week end. 
Last week was college week at the 

Guard House. The only qualification, 
apparently, for getting in was an A . B . 
On this basis, an M . A . would have 
meant Leavenworth. The only thing 
lacking was a sign over the door, read
ing University Club. It is rumored that 
band of craftsmen whose curious occu
pation seems to bo to remove the skin 
from mules, are framing a protest i n 
which they are charging Regimental 
Headquarters with favoritism. 

Well , we won't have to give any 
Christmas presents, anyway. That 's 
something saved. 

With this rather mercenary thought 
ends the history of the 1st Cavalry as 
far as Tho Rattler is concerned, 'cause 
there s i n ' t going to he no more Bat
tler. I t hasn't been a very accurate 
history. There are doubtless numbers 
of people who hnvo done splendid 
things without ever becoming immor
talized i n print. The answer is mod
esty on their part and laziness on the 
writer's. Most of the time this col
umn didn't have much to do with the 
1st Cavalry at a l l , and might have 
been headed First Fie ld Bakers or First 
A i d to the Injured without making i t 
any harder for the reader to discover 
what it was all about. What 's the use 
of worrying about that, however, we ' l l 
all be home soon?—B. S. 

4TH F I E L D H O S P I T A L 

C a p t a i n A l p e r s T a k i n g a H u r d l e 
SandwicheM in between orders came 

the Norther. I t picked the camp up 
and whirled it round its'head for a few 
hours, then tried to pack it into the 
tents with moderate success. In the 
future, when we sit around on Gov
ernment pensions we may laugh at 
these dips of death on the part of the 
Texas thermometers. Taken close up. 
however, they lack humor. 
Preceding one of these affairs, you 
usually end the day by throwing off 
a blanket with some rediculous state
ment about it being hard to realize 
that it is the middle of December. 
About 4 o'clock the next morning this 
realization is brough t home to you 
when you wake up from, an uneasy 
dream that you are a bottle of beer, 
which some one has put on ice. On 
your face you feel a fine drift ing snow, 
which, upon closer inspection with the 
edges of the teeth, proves to be noth
ing more or less than the troop street 
"borne in on a morning i breeze which 
is rushing through the tent from the 
north us i f it were in a panic to get 
some place where it was warmer. 

You fumble on the floor for the extra 
blanket . l t has crawled away in the 
darkuoBH. If you are lucky enough to 
own an oil stove, you curse the fact 
that there is no oil in i t (knowing a l l 
the time that you wouldn't get up to 
light i t i f there was.) And so it goes 
unti l First call makes the change neces
sary. 

Finding ones clothes under these con
ditions (always provided that they 
had been removed the night before) 
becomes a matter of areheological ex
cavation rather than dressing. 

It is a wonderful climate. 
On Friday night, what wi l l probably 

be the last meeting of the Harvard 
Club of McAllen, was held in tho Troop 
T Mess Shack. " Colonel .Conroy, who 
was the gncst of honor, spoke on the 
relation of the Engineers to the Cav
alry in times of war. Most of the 1st 
Cavalry entertainers were there in fu l l 
form; Scbmitlty, Halloran, Drummond 
and the B Troop Quartette, with 
the good old stuff which has made them 
famous from the Division Headquar
ters to the Division Dump. 

It is rumored that the B Troop quar
tette arc planning to take a short fur
lough and ninko a tour of the South 
in order to show some of those old 
Southern gentlemen that there are oth
er institutions than Tuakagee capable 
of-turning our quartettes. If there are 
any bouquets being handed up by the 
ushers, tho B Troop Quartette comes iu 
for the biggest. 

I n the face of the flood of con
f l ict ing rumors which have been oc
cupying our attention all week, the 
troops have been indulging in a little 
midwinter pistol practice on the fold
ing ran go below White House field. 
This practice was originally, scheduled 
to be mounted. In consideration of this 
fact we notice the authorities have re
moved a l l the water from the irriga
tion ditch along which we were to ride. 
With their usual fore sight, Hcadquar-
ors were taking no chances on our not 
being able Jo swim. 

: The old slogan that the Cavalry w i l l 
be the last to go, wi l l receive an awful 
body blow when the Squadron pulls 
out of its little home on the hi l l . A l 
ready, however, the pessimists aro be
ginning to change it by inserting the 
work " F i r s t " before Cavalry. Tho 
withdrawal of the Squadron and D i v i 
sion Headquarters,. however, shows 
that even divisions arc mortal. 

I f M r . Sancho Panza V i l l a takes i t 
into his head to start anything now, he 
hascn't a chance of getting a reviow 
out of the 6th Division i f ho should 
take i t into his head to run over to 

A t last we arrived at McAUen, after 
a short trip from New York City, on 
Nov. 15, guided by our commanding 
officer, Major Frank Harnden. To tho 
majority of the men on the Border, we 
are practically unknown, as we are the 
" B a b y " organization of N . Y . State. 
Our birth occurred on August 31st, 
1916 in the 22nd Engineers' Armory. 
Our parents and guardians aro Major 
Frank Harnden, M . O., formerly the 
surgeon of the 13th Coast Defense 
Command; Captain J . 8. Parker, M . C. 
formerly attached to the 10th N . Y . 
Inf. ; Lieut. Robt. Malcolm, M . C ; 
Lieut. Leo H . Costigan, C. D. C , 3th; 
and Lieut. C'has. D. Cromwell, M . C , 
also from the 10th Regiment Infantry. 
Our enlisted men were' transferred 
from the 13th Regiment, the 10th Begi
ment and the 47th Regiment. *• 

Captain Wm. J . Cranston, M . ('., 
Division Supply Train joined us with 
five enlisted men on October 3, and 
on October 5, we were mustered into 
the Federal Service. We were fully 
equipped and despatched for the Border 
Service "on November 10, and here we 
arrived 67 strong on November 15. 

Since our arrival, two of our officers 
have been detailed, Captain Wm. J . 
Cranston to Squadron A , Lieutenant 
C. D . Cromwell' to the 69th Regiment, 
and one uf our enlisted men. Private 
Frauk Rowe to tho Camp Hospital, fts 
chauffeur. 

A large corral has been built and a l l 
is under tho direct supervision of Ser
geant George K i l l i a n , commonly known 
as " P o p " K i l l i a n , and Pop, in addi
tion to the mules, surely makes his 
gang step around. 

Thanksgiving Day was surely a big 
one with the 4th Field Hospital. There 
was a dandy big dinner, due to the gen
erosity of the Commissary Department. 
Lots of turkeys and the other delica
cies, too. And there were seconds. 

During the meal, the 3rd Field Hos
pital called us up on the telephone 
and requested a baseball game. Private 
Ludlow got busy at once and scraped, 
up a ball team, before the meal was 
finished. After the dinner, the men 
repaired to the 22ml Regiment Parade 
Ground for a little practice. Final ly , 
all was ready and the curtain l i fted, 
as we thought, upon a scene of our 
slaughter. But not up, our men de
feated the 3rd Field to the time of 19 
to 13. _ Some slugging match. Most 
prominent in the game was the work of 
our battery, Cuddihy and Jordan. The 
result has inspired us to such an ex
tent, thnt.we-.hopV, in the near future, 
to have a team second to none in Mc
AUen. 

On Monday evening Sergt. George 
W. Henderson held the weekly Bible 
Study class, in the office tent. Nine
teen men were present, and it surely 
was encouraging to George. These 
studies are under the supervision of 
the V . M . C. A . , ' 

We had our first inspection last Sat
urday, and the men took to i t l ike 
ducks take to water. It was nothing 
but clean and polish, and when the 
bugle Mew, everyone was on line look
ing spit*k Bud span.—W. E . S.•:'. 

least three hundred men marched 
around their camp in chain fashion. 
Then over tho village aad back to 
camp. Passing curio stands, thoy made 
remarks to the effect that those mer
chants had got the last of their money. 
One dealer sold out his entire supply 
of fireworks and soon the sky was l i t 
up like a Fourth of July celebration 
up North. 

Last Sunday night our men beard 
a good talk at the Y . M . C. A . , M r . 
Blgelow of tho 1st Cavalry speaking. 
The speaker was All-American tackle 
i n 1907 and was i n France with an 
American ambulance corps and told 
of his interesting experiences while 
there. 

Mr . Bigelow described tho tackle 
position on a football team, and told 
how a man must be on the alert. He 
then appealed to the men to play the 
game square, not only in the service, 
but later in c iv i l l i fe. He pleaded 
with the men to stick to tho disciplin
ary habits that had coma to them in 
the service, and when home apain, not 
to say that " t h e l id is o f f , " and lose 
the benefit of training acquired here. 

On Tuesday night, tho 74th men 
heard Dr. Cameron who has spent 29 
years in Mexico, part of which has 
been, in the consular service. The talk 
was very interesting and it was evi
dent that Dr. Cameron had a varied 
career and has a wide acquaintance 
with many noted Mexicans. The man 
paid close attention to his statements, 
and after the talk, the speaker answer
ed many (Questions from the men. 

Thursday afternoon the 3rd Battal
ion of the 74th paraded and the re
mainder of tho regiment drilled. The 
temperature rose to 98 degrees, and 
made dri l l ing slightly uncomfortable. 
That night a north wind came up and 
by morning the sand was coming across 
the camp in clouds that resembled a 
snow storm. The temperature drop
ped steadily until i t reached 30 de
grees. The men put In n cold night 
Friday, many wishing for the warmth 
of Northern homes. Saturday morn- < 
ing the wind had calmed down and 

S Q U A D R O N A 

74TH I N F A N T R Y . 

"(Jon. R u m o r " was easily the most 
popular "person in thi' 74th Infantry 
camp at Pharr last Thursday evening. 
As one fellow expressed himsel f—"Jt 
may be only a rumor, but i t is the 
best y e t . " 

About 7:30 o'clock iu the evening 
the 74th boys heard cheering coming 
from the direction of the camp of the 
23rd Infantry, and heard from mem
bers of the Brooklyn Regiment that 
they would soon be on their way homo. 
Then word was passed that the 74tb 
was also included in the order. 

Although the 74th boys were pleas
ed, they were more inclined to wait 
for definite orders, and there was no 
display of enthusiasm. Then men had 
kept i n mind Col. Thurston's state
ment in a recent talk to the boys in 
the Y . M . C. A . that he wanted his 
regiment to act calmly i f orders came 
and to go about the work like men. 

In striking contrast was the demon
stration of the 23rd men. Forming be
hind a hastily formed bugle band at 

C O M P A N Y NOTES. 
The band of the 74th is fast round

ing into first class shape under Band
master John W. Bolton. Coming to 
Texas with six players as a aeuclua, 
the 74th band wi l l compose 28 men 
on its return to Buffalo. The field 
music has been practicing the "gen
e r a l " call . 

Lieut. G. A . Milsom is back with 
the Supply Company, after a month 
with the Division Supply train at Mc
Allen. 

B Co. football team defeated A Co'. 
26-0 one iJny thi.i week. 

Lieut. J . C. Wright i s detailed to the 
Division Supply train at McAllen. 

Lieut. C. J . Dooniker has been de
tailed from the Machine Gun Company 
to B Company. 

Lieut. M . L . Baxter is on 20-day 
leave of absence and is at New Or
leans. 

Corp. J . Sidor, who was on the Regu
lar Army Reserve has been ordered to 
join the 4tb Infantry at Brownsville 
and has been discharged from the 74th 

Co. B*s famous goat that was acci
dentally kil led, has been replaced by 
Bi l l y II . 

Lieut. C. W. Crosby has been de
tailed to command C. Co. 

Corp. Wrigley is promoted to Sor-
eant. 

Co. C beat Co. E at baseball 6 to 4 
last Sunday. Co. C team remains un
defeated. 

1st Sergeant I . P . Donnelly of D Co. 
has erected parallel bars nt the end of 
the street nnd is instructing a large 
class. 

Lieut. A . B . Peterson of E Co. is 
back with the company, having left the 
hospital at San Antonio. 

Private C. E . Hal l is riding a motor
cycle at 6th Division Headquarters. 

Sergt. R. D. Wright and Corp. De-
Lancy K i n g of Co. F are commission
ed 2nd Lieutenants. 

Seageant Nielsen received his dis
charge and left for Ruffulo. 

Private MeDougall is detailed as 
bookkeeper at Division Headquarters. 

Corporal C. F. Backman is promoted 
to Sergeant. 

Lieutenants Phillips is back with Co. 
F . 

Private Famer is promoted to Cor
poral. 

Capt., T. V . Kenn is on a 30-day 
leave of absence. 

Private Frank Gudcnkdff is promot
ed to corporal. 

Capt. Maldiner Qf Co. K , is back 
from North Tonawanda after 30 days 
absence. 

Co. K football team beat M Co. 14 
to 0 this week. 

Private J . A . Miklarz is detailed as 
color sergeant. 

Privates R. F . Jenkins and A . .1, 
Mcintosh of L Co. are promoted cor
porals. 

Corporals F . G. Shaw and A. Y . Foeh-
eringham nre promoted sergeants. 

Lieutenants C. R. MeMiehncl and O. 
F. Wallace arc on leave of absence. 

The -search for Private Wesley 
Smith who was drowned November 27 
in the Rio Grande is sti l l being con
tinued. Co, M feels his loss, ns he 
was popular, 

The "Supply Co. of tho 74th N . Y . 
Inf., under command of Capt. Lyman 
P. Hubbell; has made a very enviable 
record in wagon dr i l l . On recent par
ades the sight of the entire train i n 
columns of four trotting past tho re
viewing office in perfect alignment 
and under absolute control has inspir
ed many n compliment for the manner 
i n which they have conducted them
selves. 

What can one say of the Squadron 
now, —even after months of silence? 
It was regarded as lucky beyond a l l 
reason ono night last week, and with 
that night died all the interest of other 
units. We were going home. What 
were we doing, what had we done? 
Probab'y packing up. Once again we 
hear the - Infantry man'a " P r e t t y 
S o f t ! " 

In reality, the receipt of orders has 
made no visible chntige in our life. We 
might st i l l be looking forward to all 
winter in Texas, as most of us certainly 
did look forward to it,—since it seemed 
unavoidable. 

We stil l dr i l l and groom aad dig 
things and use agricultural implements, 
a way they have In the Cavalry. But 
underneath this orderly surface, the 
thought runs not: We are going back. 
So our speaking now seems hardly fit
ting, unless it be in tho nature of a 
swan song. 

There arc many thiags we shall be 
glad to remember when life is resumed 
iu the cold and rainy north, in the 
office, In the Subway. We have a cer
tain pride in having done so well in 
the combat IIring nt L a Gloria. And 
who van forget the posts along the 
river near Madero—- patrol duty, re
garded with apathy or with mixed feel
ings of .pleasure and despair, which 
proved nhout the most enjoyable thing 
we've done'. These were our more re-
rent activities; the rest has been dr i l l , 
once utterly interrupted by Thanksgiv
ing dinner. 

We leave, therefore, with many mem
ories wo Would not lose, glad to have 
met and worked bard with our imme
diate nnd lesn fortunate neighbors, now 
that it looks as i f we were going to 
miss those midnight maneuvers with 
the'Twelfth. To those who remain we 
can only express our admiration of 
their equanimity and the hope that 
Gen. O 'Byan wil l make no prophecies 
about Easter, When these regiments 
do receive their orders, nnd even now 
rumors aro nltve again, they wi l l begin 
to forget the interminable hours of I 
guard duty, the hot, dusty bikes, the 
flies, the days under mosquito netting, 
the burial of dead horses,— even the 
manual ot arms. This is pretty small 
consolation, but what else can we say f 
We meant this to bo an apology, and a 
f nre well, for we understand that with 
this issue The Battler strikes at last. 
And that ought to be a good sign. Our 
departure, we bops, may cause some 
regret, though it la only a Squadron 
that goes; und that, perhaps, was the 
reason for nur good fortune. 

D e l m o n i c o ' s C a f e 

UPr«TATE TROOPS. 

The up state troops of the 1st Cav
alry have 'made an excellent show
ing here on tho Border and in most 
•Very case where a direct compari
son could be made, it was found that 
the boys from up state led. In the 
•hooting at L a Gloria, out of the 
twelve troops that go to make up the 
Regiment, the up state units wore 
found among the first seven. This is 
an excellent mark when it is token ia 
consideration that there nre six troops 
In the Regiment outside of Brooklyn. 
Troop I, of Buffalo, Troop II. of Ro
chester, Troop D, of Syracuse^ Troop 
G, of Utica, Troop B , of Albany and 
Troop M , of Avon, go to make the up 
state division. 

Of the individual troops, Troop D, 
of Syracuse, has stood out over the 
rest. In the shootiug, the troop from 
Syracuse leads all the Cavalry and 
only second to one company in tho 7th 
Regiment for top honors of the en
tire N . Y . Division. In the horse show, 
Troop D also led and showed many 
blue ribbon winners. In rough riding, 
Troop D and Troop B , of Albany, share 
honors, and are superior to the other 
troops of the Cavalry in this branch. 
Taking the entire 1st Cavalry as a 
whole, i t is one of the most efficient 
regiments here on the Border and their 
training-tin's turned out a body of f i t 
soldiers ready for any emergency that 
may arise. 

KODAK FINSHING 
and Supplies 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Cunninghams 
Across Street from "Division 

Camp Exchange" 
McALLEN, TEXAS 

The place where t ie discriminating 
soldier dines. 

Catering Especially to special 
Dinner Parties 

In the other words A corking good 
place to E A T 

McAUen, Texas. 

W . P . C r i b b l e 
Candy, Cigars, Cigarrets and Fruit for 

the Soldier. 
A G E N T FOR 

CORONA TYPEWRITER 
Supplies always in stock 

Next to McAllen Hotel 

The Brightest Spot in P h a r r is 
L I N E S E T T E R ' S 

P a l m G a r d e n 
Adjoining Pharr Hotel 

Best Cuisine 
Orchestra Music 

With Every Meal 

B e s t Services-Colored W a i t e r s 

Best Surroundings 

Reasonable P r i c e s 

Enjoy Your Here! 

FOR SALE 
One of the best Resturants 

in McAllen-Doing a fine 
business with best lo
cation in town. Rea

sons for selling. 

^ Apply 
Mrs Helen Jalufka 

McAUen, Texasjl Kind Which Outs! 
The Diamond. 

The Border Restaurant 

Located One Block East of Bank 
Building in Pharr Now Open 

Best place in city to eat 

Meals and Short Orders— 
. American Cooking 

Genuine Mexican 

OPALS 

Have a look at ours. 
It's a pleasure to show 

them. 
Mexican Drawn Work 
Radiolite Watches will 
tell time, day or night. 
Tent Souvenir Stand Next to 

McAllen Hotel. 

TO AUTHORITY 

A bets B that the Barber 
shop Jack Madison runs in 

McAllen is the best place 
to go to get a hair cut 
or shave. B bets, its 

not. who wins? 

ANSWER 
A Wins hands down. 

E . C . S T A M M ) McAllen, Texas. 
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