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Bmmw OF MiLITARY Rmoonh,
-  Arsany, February 2d, 1866.

 STATE OF NEW YORK : } -
The Burezu of- hmltdry Record was created by an order issued

by Governor MogGaN in December, 1862, under authority of chap.
477 of the laws of that year. Its. pawers and duties were pre-
scribed by act of the Legislature, April 8 1863, which was passed

mth scarcely a dissent, and Wi approved by G‘ovemor Seymous.
" These powers and duties were again recognized and’ confirmed, -

and the Bureau was ‘constituted a distinet military office, by the
~act of March 21, 1864, which was passed with equal una,nmuty,
and appreved by Governor SETMOUR.

In 1865 there was additional legislation recoormzmg and provad

| gmg for the further usefulness of the Bureau. Its genperal scope
© remained as at first. ‘This was marked by hke unammlty, and re-
W ,eelved the approval of Govemor FexToN.

The ‘offioe,s0 ornamzed now subsmw its third annual repcrt

o ,'?Responmble for ltS actxon to tbe anthorities waéhsxreated itand
; ideﬁned its dutied as above, and seeking in nowise to interfere with' o
~* ot embarrdss any other dei)artment———or to limit or hinde the full
scope of action of any-—-lt reeogmzes at the samec tame its own
e }xligatmns to fulfill the declared’ “vill of the people in relation to
- "’below. To perform thls duty well gives full emp'loyment for lts,m o

\*’irécqrds and memormls of the war, snecxﬁcsa’ily referred tol, '

eer‘ o;— be -'Mcred, into the .scrvzccqf tlze G’cr}e/‘al“ G;, erh
fro tIus S'Latc §mce Apnl }5 1861 aml the persmal his
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I A mconl of tiwsmm of the wveml regzmmts mcimimg

© ‘an account qf tlmr organization and subsequent, history; and,

- III. An account of the aid aj’ordr#a - y;;:tigf seuaral towns, mh;b

"aml ommtzesaf ﬂsztate. S SR

- The work: thus. 1mpnsed has been pmsecuted throuohout the

- pa.st year with no little success. * The manner;of accﬁmphbhmg the .
~ above objects is submitted in the following pages:

- When the su:rg(,smon ‘that such an' cﬁice should be estabhshed

was made by a braye and dishngmshed son of New York,—whose

~ well earned i insignia of rank are .enhanced by that other badge of
~honor, a mutﬂated limb—the idea became a chenshed one with
- Governor Morcax. . His Judgment quickly accepbcd the future
value of such a collection, and the result of a prompt conferencé
"wlth Adjutaanener Hmraouse, the present Oomptroller, was
k ',ﬁle adoption of means to make practicabl¢ the conception. T

Pursumg its defined duties an ample. field of inquiry was entered N

| npcn by the Bureau The sources of -information are varied and
. fruitful. fatatistms accamulate incessantly, and interesting facts
mult:ply day by day. The mass of data already gathered js under
o process of ‘classification. The mine of research is still rich, and
_cannot fail, when fully worked' and propeﬂy tested to furmah the’
= j»l‘;‘pmest' ' ‘{ef fot future history 5

?’fa'cs,__, retroslzeat m aﬂude in conﬂrmhﬂatmn to the Wxsdom of "
< thiat policy which c.onstltuted this Bureau as one of the workmg -
. offices of our Stute, while yet the facts and details to bg coiomitted
. toits keepmg were within reach of centemporary seekers. Bevere
" pexperience in’ thie past had taught this. commonwealth the value
w and nbeessxty af prowdmg for the. [ocuracy. and permanency of her -
L -vfn!;m'e mlhtarv recafds ..nd stauétlcs, and it weuld ‘have been the
~ worstof pub/lm negleet had the dction of our State throughout. the
. great strug
,tmgencxes as in the. pmkué*wars of .our cmmfry ,
ER " After the ’war of e’i'évolutlon, When the gmtltude of the new R
- repubhc sought to establish its defenders’in landed homes upon
-~ " .the rich reserves of "Central” New . York, a. contmued scene ‘of

g]e just; clesed, been left for reoord to (,hance and con. i

Ve
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 have entcred’the ‘service' from-f\
,’.;'Apmseranon in due ‘order. - TM books for thm purpose are, o
- drranged as 0] give the name, regj\nentl eomPany, rank, d:ta And
. f;;ﬁ;piﬁe of  mivister; resndenee, pami: g, oceupuhon and a hmf‘;x s
- -,iigaceonnt of Semoes,“wnth sﬁoh

cmmmmvnwmm .
the closé of the revolutwn our Stato lnd found ntaelf officially

.possesse;d as it does at the termination of the rebellion, of en-

larged - official records, and ‘the detailed histories of its. soldiery,

 man by man, as well as of orgamzahons, ‘there would tp-day be

hundreds of - soldlers families in . thrift and competence, and

- masters r,f their bount:v l:md. But because nO such record existed,

these wo/rthy patnots dled a8 they had hVed, their 'cldims un-
recognized, their services unrewarded. |

The extent of the work: mvolved in the /creatlon of this Burm,

‘was, in the-main, foreseen by its early friends, though the almost
limitless variety of facts wblqh were to gather around the name

| of the soldxer coild not, mdeed ‘have been fully anticipated.
Wio the soldier might be wm already a matter of record in the
,emstmo' nilitary . &epartments but as a yolunteer he soon passed

away from nelghborhood knowx\edae to be involveil *:: the wiazes

- of field operations, covering all possﬁle varieties 6f place and

event. ' To search him ont and never - Again to lose sight of him,
till the record closed, cither with! his death iu the discharge of
hxs duty, or his returs to, the enjoy\ment of peace, was a difficult

" task; yet such a task the collections £ this Buteau will show has

‘been or'is being performed..
' In old, long established governme1
'oenturles, accustomed - to supennsxon

by someé form: of  official

scrutiny, ‘and to such supervision th@y:_‘?respond as to one of the
requirements of life. ' But in this coml:g\y the whole science of

statistics is a new one. Asa young T
into the movement forward——-actxve, energ ’tm, ‘resistless. We are

‘ever mpat:eﬂt of details, if they seem in a y w}se to e .ate delay. |

,Hence, facts that are -vorthy of preserva %1 must be _obtained,
~with us, by mdush:y and unceasing; exertxoa
‘not be added, ‘which, while in progress, occupied all mn\ds thh

; -xms vaned mterests, essent:a.}ly mcreased tlns la\lbor.
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; | "newspapel' notwe, letters or other fuller reoord on ﬁle m the
S Bureau | o |

*!ﬁs' countr*n’ have - béeu af orgamza!;mns mther than of men.
\‘There arc paﬁalmns in"the *British " army at: this day whose trans-
_ li\tted nanies comn.\emnmh, events as remote as MARLB&’ROUGH 8
- tonflicts, but the brdave man, ‘the SOLDIER, whose courage and
» en(\urance ‘achieved-all rab.mental fame, has perished namejeasly.
S II\ this . nmmtry, however, ii.-is the sv,'dler, mdwndually ‘and
"mtewrauy, who is looked aftér.. This. is especially trie in the:
‘Bureai-of Military Record, and hereafter, under mtelhgent super-
'4 vlswn,xthe MAN can be t,racgd thr ongh all his service as well 25 the
.'oroamz\auu" | Henceforth it may be demonstrated to aifezwonate
~ research that the loyal life of » brave: and faithful soldier is not -
% ‘abandoned’ to oblivion, fike the mere: ammals of burthen, whlch
. drew- the: mlhtary train; but, that from the heur he entered into,
the service, to the last moment cf his martial life, heo. was foliowed
by the eye of the commonwe'tlth his loving mother. TR N
+-Thus, we' - repeat; it is the MAN, beyond ‘all orgamzatxons of-
3 ’wlnch he may have been a part, that thi¢ office has kept under
- view, through himself, his coramanders, his comrades, his nelgh—
bors and his kmdred |
. To- accomphsh tlus task of personai bxocrraphy, therefure, the
vBureau invited the’ cooperatwn of all who, from frlendsbxp, O
_ through ties of kindred, would bring feeling and interest, as ‘well-
' 'as- care, to the work of colleéting detall Amid rejoicings over
. victories, or anxieties in reverses, it - wis the: business Qf this oﬂiee
“ ' to observe all with the calmiless of refléction and: Wlth quiet deve- |
-.tion to its duty. “The dead soldier was brought hoxne, his friends
- ‘snd his townsmen buried him with -al}/ cnrcumst:moes of honor;
 and thie events of the day hurried on. But thers were: thonghts
‘ vbnsy, and pens active, to rescue liis memory from the tomb; and.
to draw, even from public and domestic gtlef the assmtanee
 necessary to make £ record of the sommm, and a memorml of
s 'tﬁ)em "ffl:':.vn
- “Muster-in- rolls, aud muster-out rolls, and death hsts tomh but
S :;ﬁ;thehtwo extremes-of mihtary life. Descriptlve hsts; hospltll hstl,
. ‘and pay rolls, are: necessarily ‘but episodical in. their. ck
Des:gnntlons and enrollments:are.often: arbitrmly changed,
,‘g"‘";detmlmenwm\itrmsfers oohtmuullyﬁcomplimte i d! oal b
_,”f,;Itdgmzmdsthe c]osest eireﬁo jsentangle their crosse:
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and; when they are > at. lengtn unrave'ed they reveal only’ tho ﬁegl-

mental’ ulentlty of a soldigr. His 1 re scord of persoual servwes and

obscure or unnoted. He is there named
bat as'a cog of the great military machme. Hence the Bure:m of
Mlhtax” ‘Record found; and could not fail té find, its: duty to
exten ‘heyond:: the field that, is covered by war oﬁice blanks; and
a{‘my rc««rulatlons. ok g i. .

It is, re]ated of a famous geneml that he knew ever y soldl\er of

£

lns army by name; and althouo'h this may be a'rhetorical ﬂoﬁrlsh,

it bet omes swmﬁcant as an nllustratlon of Just what the State of

" of fmuch more than % iame;-that is, of the soldlel S pelsonal worth
‘and his precise’ plaqe in the great fabric of our: n.ttlonal defenses. o
If he Was a falthfu_l man, hls descendants ;wxll be ab]e, ﬂllOll“’h
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" Books of retumed compumes :md regnments, personal recollec-
"'txons of ofﬁcers and men, dmrxes and’ Journa] lettéis from the.
~_army to the Bureail, to pelsonal friends, or to the pubhc threngh
. . the newspaper press, are. possessed. In ad 1dition to these are the
~ connected narratives, in manuseript, prepared for the Bureau by
'oﬂieels of about one hundled and twenty regiments, some of,
“which, in exactness of detail, are admnab]e compendiums, alike
creclltable to those who-pr epared them/and the regiments to whose
“gervices they 1e]ate Snmlar accoun’ S ale promlsed f1 om nearly
«gvery or, gamzatmn v ; Ly
Less only in interest and clalms to the hlstory ot the so]dler is
- the record of the company, battely and reo'lment Hence no little
,eﬂ'ort haq been made to seeure ‘ample m'tterl.sls in thls dxrectlon, ‘
o and w1th growing “success: - The subpmed sketches of Yogiments
S ,;_embrace those or cr'mlzed in-the: spruifr of 1861, in the hurry and-
{r‘h wat of our first lev1es w o R
 ‘The data of- mote full and detalled hlstory are . accumulatmg”
:""?;here, arowing up under .the thought and reflection of returned -
: 'eterans who now en‘)oy the frults of peace secured by tlieir ser-
ide in the" war. Evel y varlety of campalgn duty is n;u rated i
,_ese»;;eports. ; ‘
Rng‘mexxt.al pnde mll not (ile out Men wxll recollect their .
' ‘d al] that was lllustrﬁms connected w1th them The fame

el .ore formal nc nnt of the sernees of Bk glments, or in lettersi '
f, fficer - orfpm ai;e, there lS always mamfested a readmess to -




" The mf(/rm'mtlon is systematlc,ally sou«rht from official and other, :
sources, and embraces as well What has bocn done: by tax tion,
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"o bl‘ATlSTIOS BY REGIMENTB ' .

Under tlns head’ m'e embraced the whole number ot‘ men enter—
lng cach, regiment, the number belonguw to it at quarterly inter-
vals, the number,‘kdled in 'mttle, died of wounds, of accident, or
of smkuees, number dismissed ap vd discharged, resigned, prisoners,
aunaccounted for, rcturned with Tegiment, and other compl]atlons,

‘which will mcladc all the nien from this btate. S

J’V

Am AFFOLDED BY TOWNS Crrm.s AND COUNTIFS.

Record ,books for preserving a detailed accountgof the aid
aﬁ'orded by towns, cltxes and countles, are in use by the Bureau.

local and natxonal and loans as by mdxwdual lxbu'ahty wnd eﬁ'ort c

“and’ by ﬁura, ghmchcs, schools, aeademus, and through other” |

organized means. "The influence of” the war upou geneml busmesa

| mterests is also made the subJect of 1nq1urv.

Chaptcr 690, of the Laws of 1865 niade lt‘uhe duty of county; ‘

" treasmels, city authorities and buvervwnrs of towns, to fuynish

\thxs Bureau with a detalled statement of the moneys raised- and

pzud by the respectlve local;tms for ‘4ll objects connected with the‘: A
- War; and'the last name |

o the wgr |

"*"*‘summziry of these unancxal statlstlcs ’lel be submztted to the pre.

sent scssion of the Legls atuve. No htt e dxﬂxculty 1s experzenced -

L by mauy"lo’oal, ,oﬁicials kmg up thenr repozts m consequen

;ﬂicers ave dl;ectcd to make a ryturn of -
te number- of men raised under the several calls. A

.v n\
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«..-statemenfs that are essentlally correct whlle lf ti)efft‘ |
een lefs tﬂl a later penod when the duta are ]ost and
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’an accou*:t of the treatment of U ‘ |

:rebel prisons; and a record of deaths therein and other pertment*} -
: .facts connected with such 1mprlsonment the ‘Bureau' has avalled .
' _itself of the skilled asgistance of
!hlmself a prisoner- -for moré ‘than'a year, and who. consented to
j»‘lundeltake the duty of concspondmg with officers and soldlers of
.the Stato of New York, pri sqpers_ of war a¥_any. period of the
’?irebelhon. “The result of his laher:
- hiass of mterestmg detaiis of mdlvx’dual exper:ence, rehabln data, .
. ‘4nd ’:“L‘per,,,. aut facts ” connocted w1th war prxsons and war prison-; e

LU o o o
T 'rn’mn ANNUAL nﬁﬂom of mm /[
UNION WAR Pmsoums. . |

 To carry out the purpose of a spemal prov:s;on{m' law, requmng
nion soldiers: fromi.this: State in

lonelA J. H DUGAPNE, who was -

~has been the collectlm\ of a .

\ Our boldlers, who suﬂ'ered 1mprisonment havd

: "‘f»?coopemted heaztﬂy,thh the object in view, and their Pe"w"“l

.ﬁnuu -Iaxl to constltute a valuable addmon to 5}1@_

‘ t ken by seamcn fl om thls State i in the ‘navhl servxce o
Mr.:FRANK J. BRAA/IHALL was L

2L Ky

gmtgfu one. | ;
The ;memormls liere;, collech
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fields of contest ﬂa«rs and wea,pons ‘won. by the valor of our
soldxers and a varlety of ; a,rtleles, many of value,. eommemoratwe ‘
or lllustranve of the war. .~ ‘ '

LITLRATURE OF THE WAR

The 1mportanee of the ne*vspaper as 8 chromele of current
events, useful for official: purposes and ‘essential as a source of

~hlstery, has been fully récognized, and constant eﬁ'ort is made to |
gbtain complete ﬁles of dmly and weekly JOlll‘lld.lS, Whlch through‘ o

the llberahty of propmetors of newspapers, and the; 1nterest mani-
fested in our work. by managers of 1eadm0' rooms,. has been qulff-‘
suceessful so that the Bureau is now in possession of. : many ﬁles_

| ‘running. back to January, 1861, meludmg papers of nearly every

}feounty of Our ow %!Sta,te, and leadmg Journals ‘of other States.
. General orders.
| ";lnarratlves 0" camp llfe, pamphlets, patuotlie mus1e aud songs,:

s of military commanders; manuscupt sketches and

: but thls art on su n_]eets?';iv—z







