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STATE OF NEW YORK: 
BUREAU OF MILITARY RECORD, 

ALBANY, February 2, 1866. 

To the Hon. LYMAN TREMAIN, 
Speaker of the Assembly: 

SIR—Chapter 51 of the LAWS of 1864 requires that an annual 
report shall be made by the Chief of this Bureau as soon after the 
meeting of the Legislature as the condition of materials will per¬
mit In compliance with this requirement I have the honor to 
submit herewith my third annual report 

I am with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

LOCKWOOD L. DOTY, 
Chief of Bureau 



REPORT. 

STATE OF NEW Y O R K : 
Bureau of MILITARY RECORD, 

ALBANY, February 2d, 1866, 
The Bureau of Military Record was created by an order issued 

by Governor MORGAN in December, 1862, under authority of chap. 
477 of the laws of that year. Its powers and duties were pre­
scribed by act of the Legislature, April 8, 1863, which was passed 
with scarcely a dissent, and was approved by Governor SEYMOUR. 

These powers and duties were again recognized and confirmed, 
and the Bureau was constituted a distinct military office, by the 
act of March 21, 1864, which was passed with equal unanimity, 
and approved by Governor SEYMOUR. 

In 1865 there was additional legislation recognizing and provid­
ing for the further usefulness of the Bureau. Its general scope 
remained as at first. This was marked by like unanimity, and re­
ceived the approval of Governor FENTON. 

The office, so organized, now submits its third annual report. 
Responsible for its action to the authorities which created it and 
defined its duties as above, and seeking in nowise to interfere with 
or embarrass any other department—or to limit or hinder the full 
scope of action of any—it recognizes at the same time its own 
obligations to fulfill the declared will of the people in relation to 
those records and memorials of the war, specifically referred to 
below. To perform this duty well, gives full employment for its 
energies. 

The objects of this Bureau are declared by law to be: 
I. To collect and preserve in permanent form the name of every 

person who has volunteered or been mustered, or who may hereafter 
volunteer or be mustered, into the service of the General Govern­
ment from this state, since April 15, 1861, and the personal his­
tory of such person while in such service, as far as the same can be 
ascertained. 
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II. A record of the services of the several regiments, including 
an account, of their organization and subsequent history; and, 

III. An account of the aid afforded by, the several towns, cities 
and counties of the State. 

The work thus imposed has been prosecuted throughout the 
past year with no little success. The manner o f accomplishing the 
above objects is submitted in the following pages. 

When the suggestion that such an office should be established, 
was made by a brave and distinguished son of New York,—whose 
well earned insignia of rank are enhanced by that other badge of 
honor, a mutilated limb—the idea became a cherished one with 
Governor MORGAN. His judgment quickly accepted the future 
value of such a collection, and the result of a prompt conference 
with Adjutant-General HILLHOUSE, the present Comptroller, was 
the adoption of means to make practicable the conception. 

Pursuing its defined duties an ample field of inquiry was entered 
upon by the Bureau. The sources of information are varied and 
fruitful. Statistics accumulate incessantly, and interesting facts 
multiply day by day. The mass of data already gathered is under 
process of classification. The mine of research is still rich, and 
cannot fail, when fully worked and properly tested, to furnish the 
purest ore for future history. 

It is the time and place here, now that a return to peace permits 
a calm retrospect, to allude in congratulation to the wisdom of 
that policy which constituted this Bureau as one of the working 
offices of our State, while yet the facts and details to be committed 
to its keeping were within reach of contemporary seekers. Severe 
experience in the past had taught this commonwealth the value 
and necessity of providing for the accuracy and permanency of her 
future military records and statistics, and it would have been the 
worst of public neglect had the action of our State throughout the 
great struggle just closed, been left for record to chance and con­
tingencies, as in the previous wars of our country. 

After the war of the revolution, when the gratitude of the new 
republic sought to establish its defenders in landed homes upon 
the rich reserves of Central New York, a continued scene of 
wasteful litigation followed in the effort to ascertain the identity 
of claimants. This evil was of such magnitude that the calendars 
of the courts were over-burthened with claims, and it became 
imperative to institute a commission with arbitrary powers; and 
only by this means was even doubtful judgment decreed. If at 
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the close of the revolution, our State had found itself officially 
possessed, as it does at the termination of the rebellion, of en­
larged official records, and the detailed histories of its soldiery, 
man by man, as well as of organizations, there would to-day be 
hundreds of soldiers' families in thrift and competence, and 
masters of their bounty land. But because no such record existed, 
these worthy patriots died as they had lived, their claims un­
recognized, their services unrewarded. 

The extent of the work involved in the creation of this Bureau, 
was, in the main, foreseen by its early friends, though the almost 
limitless variety of facts which were to gather around the name 
of the soldier, could not, indeed, have been fully anticipated. 
Who the soldier might be was already a matter of record in the 
existing military departments, but as a volunteer he soon passed 
away from neighborhood knowledge to be involved in the mazes 
of field operations, covering all possible varieties of place and 
event. To search him out and never again to lose sight of him, 
t i l l the record closed, either with his death in the discharge of 
his duty, or his return to the enjoyment of peace, was a difficult 
task; yet such a task the collections of this Bureau wil l show has 
been or is being performed. 

In old, long established governments, people have been, for 
centuries, accustomed to supervision by some form of official 
scrutiny, and to such supervision they respond as to one of the 
requirements of life. But in this country the whole science of 
statistics is a new one. As a young people, our life is pressed 
into the movement forward—active, energetic, resistless. We are 
ever impatient of details, i f they seem in any wise to create delay. 
Hence, facts that are worthy of preservation must be obtained, 
with us, by industry and unceasing, exertion. The war, it need 
not be added, which, while in progress, occupied all minds with 
its varied interests, essentially increased this labor. 

BIOGRAPHIES AND PERSONAL RECORDS. 

As required by the act, the mines of all officers and men who 
have entered the service from this State, are being collected for 
preservation in due order. The books for this purpose are so 
arranged as to give, the name, regiment, company, rank, date and 
place of muster, residence, parentage, occupation, and a brief 
account of services; with such other facts as are of most interest, 
as well as a reference to the personal history, outline sketch, 
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newspaper notice, letters or other fuller record on file in the 
Bureau. 

The official statistics of martial history, everywhere, except in 
this country, have been of organizations rather than of men. 
There are battalions in the British army at this day whose trans-
netted names commemorate events as remote as MARLBOROUGH'S 
conflicts, but the brave MAN, THE soldier, whose courage and 
endurance achieved all regimemtal fame, has perished namelessly. 

In this country, however, it is the soldier, individually and 
integrally, who is looked after. This is especially true in the 
Bureau of Military Record, and hereafter, under intelligent super-
vision, the MAN can be traced through all his service as well as the 
organisation. Henceforth, it may be demonstrated to affectionate 
research that the loyal life of a brave and faithful soldier is not 
abandoned to oblivion, like the mere animals of burthen, which 
drew the military train; but that from the hour he entered into 
the service, to the last moment of his martial life, he was followed 
by the eye of the commonwealth, his loving mother. 

Thus, we repeat, it is the MAN, beyond all organizations of 
which he may have been a part, that this office has kept under 
view, through himself, his commanders, his comrades, his neigh­
bors and his kindred. 

To accomplish this task of personal biography, therefore, the 
Bureau invited the cooperation of all who, from friendship, or 
through tics of kindred, would bring feeling and interest, as well 
as care, to the work of collecting detail. Amid rejoicings over 
victories, or anxieties in reverses, it was the business of this office 
to observe all with the calmness of reflection and with quiet devo­
tion to its duty. The dead soldier was brought home; his friends 
and his townsmen buried him with all circumstances of honor; 
and the events of the day hurried on. But there were thoughts 
busy, and pens active, to rescue his memory from the tomb; and 
to draw, even from public and domestic grief, the assistance 
necessary to make a record of the soldier, and a memorial of 
the MAN. 

Muster-in rolls, and muster-out rolls, and death lists, touch but 
the two extremes of military life. Descriptive lists, hospital lists, 
and pay rolls, are necessarily but episodical in their character. 
Designations and enrollments are often arbitrarily changed, while 
detailments and transfers continually complicate individual history. 
It demands the closest care to disentangle their crossed threads, 
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and when they are at length unraveled, they reveal only the regi­
mental identity of a soldier. His record of personal services and 
varied experience remains obscure or unnoted. He is there named 
but as a cog of the great military machine. Hence the Bureau of 
Military Record found, and could not fail to find, its duty to 
extend beyond the field that is covered by war office blanks and 
army regulations. 

It is related of a famous general that ho knew every soldier of 
his army by name; and although this may be a rhetorical flourish, 
it becomes significant as an illustration of just what the State of 
New York is accomplishing now, with a knowledge superadded 
of much more than a name, that is, of the soldier's personal worth 
and his precise place in the great fabric of our national defenses. 
If he was a faithful man, his descendants wil l be able, through 
the State's record, to prove the fact: and if he faltered, there will 
be something of warning preserved, as well of recollection. Thus 
we insure the appreciation of individual merit, as well as the 
recognition of imbodied service. 

This is State policy in its best sense. The narratives of deeds 
achieved, of sufferings borne in our day, cannot fail to inspire, in 
proper time, the patriotism of generations that shall follow us. 
They will continue and perpetuate what is now begun. 

SERVICES OF REGIMENTS, COMPANIES AND BATTERIES. 

Books of printed forms for obtaining a complete account of the 
service of regiments, companies and batteries, are in use in the 
Bureau. They comprehend a series of inquiries covering the 
authority, when and to whom granted, as well as the time, place 
and circumstances attending the formation; a specific account of 
each company, where and by whom raised; a record of bounties 
and other aid received from the State, from counties, cities, towns 
and inviduals; the time when recruiting begun and when com­
pleted; the inspection, term of enlistment, account of flags, de¬
parture from the State, assignment to duty and movements; spe­
cific details of battles, skirmishes, and other services, casualties, 
sanitary history, and facts connected with termination of service. 
The inquiries contemplate a statement so full, as to enable each 
march to be traced upon a map, and to show the post and move¬
ments, and the description of their fighting relative to other regi­
ments in the several battles, so precise that the various positions 
may be traced or a chart. 
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Books of returned companies and regiments, personal recollec­
tions of officers and men, diaries and journals, letters from the 
army to the Bureau, to personal friends, or to the public through 
the newspaper press, are possessed. In addition to these are the 
connected narratives, in manuscript, prepared for the Bureau by 
officers of about one hundred and twenty regiments, some of/ 
which, in exactness of detail, are admirable compendiums, alike 
creditable to those who prepared them and the regiments to whose 
services they relate. Similar accounts are promised from nearly 
every organization. 

Less only in interest and claims to the history of the soldier is 
the record of the company, battery and regiment. Hence no little 
effort has been made to secure ample materials in this direction, 
and with growing success. The subjoined sketches of regiments 
embrace those organized in the spring of 1861, in the hurry and 
heat of our first levies. 

The data of more full and detailed history are accumulating 
here, growing up under the thought and reflection of returned 
veterans who now enjoy the fruits of peace secured by their ser­
vice in the war. Every variety of campaign duty is narrrated in 
these reports. 

Regimental pride will not die out. Men will recollect their 
flags, and all that was illustrious connected with them. The fame 
so dearly bought and so fondly cherished, they wish to bequeath 
to their descendants as a legacy of honor. It is worthy, it is 
ennobling to desire this, and it is natural to the soldier. 

One feature in the material furnished is most noteworthy. In 
the more formal account of the services of regiments, or in letters 
of officer or private, there is always manifested a readiness to 
relate all, whether of reverse or victory, that properly belonged 
to the military annals involved. This secures the truth of history, 
and gives us a higher sense of the realities of our men, for frank­
ness and fearlessness are attributes of the true soldier. Another 
fact is conspicuous. The absence of asperity toward the soldiers 
of the South. Their courage, to which General GRANT makes 
allusion in his report, is not, unfrequently noted; and incident and 
anecdote do much to illustrate the feeling that existed between the 
men of the respective sides. These remarks do not apply, how­
ever, to the rebel civil authorities. 
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STATISTICS BY REGIMENTS. 
Under this, head are embraced the whole number of men enter­

ing each, regiment, the number belonging to it at quarterly inter­
vals, the number,, killed in battle, died of wounds, of accident, or 
of sickness, number dismissed and discharged, resigned, prisoners, 
unaccounted for, returned with regiment, and other compilations, 
which will include all the men from this State. 

A I D AFFORDED BY TOWNS, CITIES AND COUNTIES. 

Record books for preserving a detailed account of the aid 
afforded by towns, cities and counties, are in use by the Bureau. 
The information is systematically sought from official and other 
sources, and embraces as well what has been done by taxation, 
local and national, and loans as by individual liberality and effort, 
and by fairs, churches, schools, academies, and through other 
organized means. The influence of the war upon general business 
interests is also made the subject of inquiry. 

Chapter 690, of the Laws of 1865, made it the duty of county 
treasurers, city authorities and supervisors of towns, to furnish 
this Bureau with a detailed statement of the moneys raised and 
paid by the respective localities for all objects connected with the 
war; and the last named officers are directed to make a return of 
the aggregate number of men raised under the several calls. A 
summary of these financial statistics will be submitted to the pre­
sent session of the Legislature. No little difficulty is experienced 
by many local officials in making up their reports in consequence 
of the fact that but partial data are preserved. Assisted by their 
own personal knowledge and that of others, however, they can 
now furnish statements that are essentially correct, while i f the 
matter had been left t i l l a later period, when the data are lost and 
those who administered the duties are no longer accessible, this 
could not be done. In the event of reimbursement of localities 
for expenditures for war purposes, the importance of a correct 
exhibit is manifest. 

The same act makes it the duty of town clerks and city autho­
rities to furnish a complete record of the names of the officers and 
soldiers who composed their respective quotas of troops furnished 
the government during the rebellion, with essential facts in their 
civil and military history. The ready and general compliance 
with this requirement is securing a neighborhood record, and 
greatly increasing the value of the public archives. 

not.be
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UNION W A R PRISONERS. 
To carry out the purpose of a special provision of law, requiring 

an account of the treatment of Union soldiers from this State in 
rebel prisons, and a record of deaths therein and other pertinent 
facts connected with such imprisonment, the Bureau has availed 
itself of the skilled assistance of Colonel A . J . H . DUGANNE, who was 
himself a prisoner for more than a year, and who consented to 
undertake the duty of corresponding with officers and soldiers of 
the State of New York, prisoners of war at any period of the 
rebellion. The result of his labors has been the collection of a 
mass of interesting details of individual experience, reliable data, 
and "pertinent facts" connected with war prisons and war prison­
ers, which are now being arranged in a form suitable for future 
historic reference. Our soldiers, who suffered' imprisonment, have 
cooperated heartily with the object in view, and their personal 
narratives cannot fail to constitute a valuable addition to the 
archives of this Bureau. 

O U R STATE IN THE N A V Y . 

-.. The law last above referred to provides for a personal record 
of >the part taken by seamen from this State in the naval service 
Since the beginning of the war. Mr. F R A N K J . BRA^HIAIX was 
'asked to undertake this work, and has zealously devoted himself 
to it.'' No little success has attended his labors. Officers and 
seamen appreciate the interest thus manifested by the State in 
their career, so fruitful in. great, results. Mr. BRAMIIALL'S accom­
panying report affords valuable information in regard to the navy -
as connected with this State. 

*•/' 
FLAGS AND MEMORIALS./ 

Already there have been placed in the .custody of this Bureau 
seven hundred and fifty baffle-flags of regiments, batteries and ships. 
Hiese colors were given to our parting regiments as the highest 
proof of home faith in their high purpose and gallantry, and >vei'o 
accepted as the mbst sacred trust—a trust that terminated in many 
instances only with life. To some thus' deposited are attached 
descriptive sketches, many of which constitute brief but thrilling 
historic xof heroic service. The duty of providing for the pi;eser-
vation of th'ese* colors, and their appropriate arrangement, is a 
jgftteful one. 

The memorials here collected embrace relics from all the great 
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fields of contest, flags and weapons won by the valor of our 
soldiers, and a variety of articles, many of value, commemorative 
or illustrative of the war. 

LITERATURE OP THE W A R . 

The importance of the newspaper as a chronicle of current 
events, useful for official purposes and essential as a source of 
history, has been fully recognized, and constant effort is made to 
obtain complete files of daily and weekly journals, which, through 
the liberality of proprietors of newspapers, and the interest mani­
fested in our work by managers of reading rooms, has been quite 
successful, so that the Bureau is now in possession of many files 
running back to January, 1861; including papers of nearly every 
county of Our/ own State, and leading journals of other States. 
Qoneral orders of military commanders; manuscript sketches and 
narratives of camp life, pamphlets, patriotic music and songs, 
minutes of municipal bodies, reports of supervisors' boards, statis­
tics of religious and secular effort, individual and associated, are 
accumulating. To these are being added military reports of other 
States, congressional war documents, and speeches and other 
papers bearing upon the war. The value of all these to the legis­
lator and historian are too obvious to justify remark hero. 

, DRAWINGS, ENGRAVINGS, PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Photography has been a useful as well as accurate servant in the 
camp and field. Writers may exaggerate, but this art, on subjects 
not living and changeable; is unerring in its records. By it battle­
fields and other points of historic interest are placed accurately 
before us, not only to gratify proper curiosity, but to preserve to 
the future a distinct knowledge of the places it represents. Por* 
traits, too, of those who died in the war, and of others whose 
deeds, have made their features an object of common interest, are/ 
thus perpetuated, which, had not its ready means been accessible, 
could not have been preserved to friends and others. The engraver* 
too, has, been more than usually busy during the war, while the 
skillful draftsman has accurately; delineated the geography and 
topography of localities now famous as battle-grounds and line* 
of operations. The Bureau Has been favored with many valuable} 
donations of these sev6r4l classes^ already objects of daily infereji 
to visitors* and which are specified in the appendix. >; 
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Tnfc SuWorimo RSOORD 
Embraces a summary of the more important events of the former 
part of the year 1861—-covering the first period of the War down 
to the first battle of Bull Itun—with a reference to the labors of 
the Military Board and the Military Departments; outline histories of 
the first thirty-eight Volunteer Regiments; outline of the services of 
the Militia regiments in the early part of the war; a brieMsketchof 
the part taken by the several counties during' the earlier months 
df the rebellion j some account of the Union war prisoners; an 
account of New York in the Navy; list of clerks employed in this 
office; and a list of'donatidrts to the collections of the Bureau. 

' "u • - • 
H A L L O F MifcrrAftr, R E C O R D . <•• 

A t the" session of, 1865 thevLegisia£nro provided for the perma­
nency of the institution which it had created and, fostered, by 
authorizing the erection of a fire-proof edifice* to be called the 
Hall of Military Records as a suitable repository for the records of 
the warof the rebellion, and for the collections of this Bureau. 

° s The liberality of the city of Albany promptly provided a site for 
tftiS halt, and, under the siipeivision otf a commission whose high 
character needs no words of mine but to name the distinguished 
gentlemen Whd compose it, the work of preparation for the build-
tog has been actively commenced. The commission comprises 
Governor FENTON, Lieutena\it*Governor\ALVoKD, MILLARD F I L L -
VORE, Ewoe TW THROOP, HAMILTON F i i i i , . WASHINGTOW flttjjrr, 
HoEAtio SKYMOUR, M T R O N H* C L A R K , J O H N A, KINO, EDWIN I). 
MORGAN, Chancellor P ^ U Y N , D A N I E L S. DIO*IN6ON, J O H N A. Dix, 
JPteSTON KLNO, IRA HARRIS, and the, Chief Of the Bureau of Mi l i ­
tary Record, In this number death has already left avacancyw 
The law only proviurd that the funds to erect this edifice should 
bCrained -by voluntary subscription, appropriating no other meansi 
for that object., The. people, by contributions of money, and 
otherwise, have indicated their approval of the object, in a spirit, 

; that promises full success. \ * 
This action of authorities and people in reference to a repository 

II timely, not ouly for the security of official and WstoTioal papere, 
for the battle-flags of a hundred battlee, and the rare mementoa) 
tore deposited, but with confiding* hcarta, ooldfer* and orphans* 
ttrijL friends of soldiers, have brought hither the memorial* and 
trophies most prited by t h e m / » a dejodt tobe cared for b y t K . 


