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S T A T E OF N E W YORK, 
I N ASSEMBLY, Albany, March 22, 1867. 

Resolved, That seven hundred and fifty copies of the Report of 
the Chief of the Bureau of Military Statistics be printed by the 
department printer, under direction of the Governor, for the use 
of the Chief of Bureau, and that two hundred and fifty copies of the 
same be bound. 

By order of the Assembly, 
L. C A L D W E L L , 

Clerk. 



State of New York. 

No. 235. 

I N ASSEMBLY, 
F e b r u a r y 2, 1867 . 

COMMUNICATION 

FROM THE GOVERNOR, TRANSMITTING THE FOURTH 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU 
OF MILITARY STATISTICS. 

STATE OF NEW Y O R K : 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

ALBANY, February 2, 1867. 
To the Assembly : 

I transmit herewith the Fourth Annual Report of the Chief 
of the Bureau of Military Statistics. 

R. E. FENTON. 





R E P O R T . 
S T A T E OF N E W YORK, } 

BUREAU OF MILITARY STATISTICS, 

A L B A N Y , Feb. 11th, 1867. 

To His EXCELLENCY R E U B E N E. F E N T O N , 
Commandeer-in- Chief: 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 61, Laws of 1864, 
providing that abstracts of the statistics gathered and arranged in 
this Bureau shall be transmitted annually to the Legislature, I 
have the honor of presenting the accompanying report. 

I deem it proper, in this connection, to submit a statement con­
cerning the progress and labors of the department, from the date 
of its organization, in December, 1862, to the present time. 

The order of Governor Morgan, creating the office, under author­
ity of Chapter 477, of the Laws of 1862, was as follows: 
",SPECIAL ORDERS 

No. 866. 
" I. A n additional bureau, to be called the Bureau of Military Statistics, is 

hereby established in the Department of the Adjutant-General. 
" II. Colonel Lockwood L . Doty, Inspector Sixth Division, National Guard, 

is hereby detached from his Division, and assigned to duty at these Head-
Quarters as Chief of the Bureau of Military Statistics. 

" By order of the Commander-in Chief." 

The lack of suitable provision for the collection and safe-keeping 
of statistics growing out of the War, had been seriously felt, and 
the formation of a special department for the purpose was a 
measure of recognized utility and forecast. We had been engaged, 
as a people during twenty months, in a domestic struggle which 
involved new and extraordinary relations between the State and 
her citizens. A pressure of patriotic responsibility rested upon 
every household. The recruiting officer was busy in every com­
munity. A father, a son, a husband, or a brother had already 
marched from home, or was liable to be called upon, at any hour, 
to leave the family with whose name and affections he was identi­
fied. 
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To follow this citizen-soldier, from the date of his enrollment, 
through all his military life, tracing his service in the field, his 
camp experience, and his marches, until closed by casualty, 
decease, or discharge, was to be one of the tasks assigned to the 
Bureau of Military Statistics. To note the recruitment and organ­
ization of regiments, and chronicle the changes and episodes inci­
dent to active campaigning, making proper record of distinguished 
officers and soldiers, was to constitute another grateful duty. To 
amass and classify the statistics of hospitals and sanitary work as 
connected with our State volunteers in the army, and to obtain 
reliable data regarding the treatment of New York Soldiers in 
rebel prisons, came likewise under purview of this department. 

At the same time, the financial details involved in the raising of 
troops demanded corresponding attention. Towns, cities and coun­
ties, under the stimulus of loyal enthusiasm, had contributed from 
the beginning of our great struggle, to the patriotic work of encour­
aging enlistments. The money of our people at home flowed as 
freely as their blood upon the battle-field. Individuals, commu­
nities, and the State were unceasingly bringing their offerings to 
the common altar of patriotism. In justice to ourselves, and as an 
example to posterity, due note of all these sacrifices was to be 
preserved in the archives of this Bureau. 

Such was the area of service entered upon; and the primary 
duties involved were defined by act of the Legislature (April 8, 
1863), to be as follows: 

"It shall be the duty of the Chief of the Bureau of Military 
" Statistics to collect in permanent form, an authentic sketch of 
" every person from this State who has volunteered into the service 
" of the general government since the fifteenth day of April, 1861, 
" and likewise a record of the service of the several regiments, 
" which shall include an account of their organization and subse-
" quent history and operations, together with an account of the aid 
" afforded by the several towns and counties of this State; and an 
" abstract of such statistics shall accompany the annual report of 
" the Adjutant-General." 

Had a department for preserving statistics and memorials been 
embraced in the military establishment of our State before the 
rebellion, with settled plans and means for the collection of infor­
mation, it would have been an invaluable auxiliary to the govern­
ment of both State and Nation. Had it existed during the Mexi-
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can war, it would have been the means of securing interesting data 
regarding the personal histories of our New York volunteers in the 
general service, and would have become the depository, without 
doubt, of trophies, regimental records, soldiers' letters, and other 
memorials of that war. Going back to the earlier military expe­
rience of our State, who can calculate the amount of information 
which a Bureau such as this might have gathered concerning the 
part taken by our New York citizen soldiers in the Revolutionary 
struggle ? How affecting to our generation would be the recital 
of some simple story of the sufferings in Valley Forge, handed 
down to us through the pages of a New York soldier's letter, kept 
sacredly in the archives of a Bureau of Military Record! How 
inspiring would be the sight of a " torn flag," under which Schuyler, 
or Herkimer, or Sullivan had mustered a regiment on the soil of 
our State, and marched it forth, to join the armies of Washington, 
battling for American independence! Who may compute the 
price or value of such a memento, in dollars of public or private 
money ? It would be inestimable; because it would embody, to 
patriotic appreciation, the memory of all that the Revolution cost, 
and the realization of all that it purchased for our country! 

My predecessor, Col. Lockwood L. Doty, in entering upon his 
duties as Chief of this Bureau, brought a single-hearted devotion to 
the work, and a praiseworthy ambition to make it as thorough as 
possible. He sought to place the department in communication 
with New York troops in the field, and to secure, through corres­
pondence and agencies in regimental organizations, the means of 
obtaining constant and reliable intelligence touching the active 
service of our State soldiers. He was successful in this direction 
only to a limited extent; because the frequent shifting of camps 
and the strict regulations of military departments on hostile soil 
interfered with the local co-operation of officers or enlisted men; 
while the War Department deemed it improper to allow agents not 
enrolled in the service to visit its offices or our armies in the field 
for the purpose of gathering military statistics. 

If the Bureau had been established at an earlier stage of the war, 
in season to connect with its operations some one or more of the 
officers or non-commissioned officers of each company organization 
from this State, it might have been enabled to trace and follow, 
march by march, the enlisted men of our regiments, through every 
phase of their active service while they continued soldiers of the 
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Union. It would then have been possessed, at any hour, of the 
latest information concerning every member of a company, battery 
or troop of New York volunteers serving in any military depart­
ment, and would have been prepared to state, as accurately as 
possible, whether the man was on duty, in hospital, a prisoner, 
wounded or dead. And all such data, it is probable, could have 
been regularly received and registered without breach of military 
discipline in any camp or district, and without reciting matters 
whose publicity might be any more detrimental to the public 
service, or any more imprudent in a military point of view, than a 
soldier's sealed letters written from camp to his parents at home. 

The necessary denial of access to official records, or to field sta­
tistics, was accompanied, on the part of the Adjutant-General of the 
United States, with an expression of full appreciation of the value 
of the data sought to be obtained, and with an assurance that all 
such information should be placed at the service of the Bureau after 
the permanent cessation of hostilities. 

I quote General Townsend's letter, dated 

W A R D E P A R T M E N T , 
A D J U T A N T - G E N E R A L ' S OFFICE, 

W A S H I N G T O N , Aug. 25, 1863. J 
S I R : I have examined the blanks you left with me, with a view to getting a 

pass to visit the New York regiments in the army of the Potomac. 
Although your papers should properly have been indorsed by the Governor of 

New York, the want of such indorsement has not prevented a full consideration 
of the question, neither has it had any bearing on the decision I feel it a duty to 
make. 

The information embraced in the heading of the blanks wi l l be of great histor­
ical value to the State, and the minuteness of the details inquired for, give 
evidence of singular care for the fame and interests of soldiers from New York 
on the part of the State authorities. But much of that information belongs to a 
class strictly forbidden to be furnished on any account to any person. On this 
consideration I regret it is not in my power to forward your views at this time. 

At the close of the war such information wi l l be given freely, so far as the 
records of this office wi l l go to make up any deficiencies in the records of 
the State. I am, sir, &c , 

E . D. TOWNSEND, A . A . G. 

It being thus found impracticable to obtain statistics from troops 
in active service, the efforts of the chief of this Bureau were directed 
to soldiers in winter quarters or in hospitals, and to others who 
had returned to their homes on furlough or after honorable dis­
charge. Circulars and blanks were sent to the officers of " reg­
iments whose terms of service had expired, to the friends of deceased 
soldiers, and the relatives of those still in service." Clergymen at 
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home and chaplains in the army, postmasters in every office in our 
State, medical officials in the United States military hospitals, 
principals of schools and colleges, boards of supervisors and town 
clerks were severally addressed and requested to forward lists of 
New York volunteers connected with their localities or institutions, 
and such specified information as they might possess of interest to 
the Bureau. Through a variety of agencies like these the task of 
collecting facts was subdivided; and to the prompt responses and 
warm co-operation of the friends and connexions of soldiers 
throughout the State this office owes much of its success in amassing 
the materials for military history. 

It was not long after the creation of the Bureau before its 
objects awakened a deep interest in the community—an interest 
that has since steadily increased. The State of New York was the 
first to recognize the claims of her volunteers to a mention in history 
at least worthy of their services, and to a place in memory for the 
brave deeds of every soldier, whatever his military position or his 
station as a citizen. It is but little, at the most, that can be done 
to testify the respect which every patriot feels for the men who 
periled and sacrificed life in defense of their country; but the 
recognition of his loyal name and duty well done is as highly prized 
by the wearer of a knapsack as the insignia of rank can be by his 
officer; and the knowledge that his own State had taken measures 
to follow the career of every volunteer who marched from her 
borders, and to commemorate whatever meritorious act he should 
perform, could not fail to constitute an incentive to duty alike 
worthy of the soldier and the citizen. 

The truth of this is attested by the sympathy and confidence 
with which the work of this department is regarded by the " ob­
scure heroes" of our national struggle, as well as by those to whom 
fame has accorded special distinction. 

Not only do these gallant men contribute to our archives their 
unofficial, but deeply interesting and truthful personal histories, 
but from the beginning they have seemed to welcome the Bureau 
as a " soldiers' temple " to which they might bring the memorials 
of their faithful service, and the trophies of battles in which, as 
New York volunteers, they bore no insignificant part. Their let­
ters, accompanying returned blanks and offerings of relics, are full 
of expressions of gratitude for the interest taken by our State in 
the reputation of her soldiers; and visitors to the "trophy room" 

2 
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may often meet some group of " Veterans, " who stand silently gaz­
ing on a battered staff, to which still cling a few faded silken rags, 
recognized as their "old flag," while tears stream down their rug­
ged cheeks, and their manly bosoms heave with loyal emotion. It 
is good to look upon the tears of these brave men. The State can 
do no less for her soldiers than to " keep their memory green ! " 

The results presented in the first annual report of the Chief of the 
Bureau of Military Statistics, transmitted to the legislature, Janu­
ary 29, 1864, demonstrated the usefulness of his labor. Returns 
were submitted, showing the amount given by counties in means and 
men, with the influence of the war on banking, and general busi­
ness interests, and upon pauperism and crime. By the exhibits, 
as far as then completed, it was found that the counties, excepting 
ten, had voted through their Boards of Supervisors, previous to 
January 1, 1864, a total of $36,698,971.65, and that the aggregate 
appropriations of the various cities of our State at the same date, 
for war purposes, had reached the amount of $19,245,871.44. Ab­
stracts of returns from towns were embodied in that report, show­
ing the number of volunteers furnished for the first thirty-eight 
regiments, and under the various calls for troops, and giving a 
variety of data concerning the movements of citizens of New York 
State in aid of the war. 

Deeming it wise to encourage the work laid out, by every prac­
ticable means, the Legislature (March 21, 1864,) erected the Bureau 
of Military Statistics into a department of record, defining its ob­
jects, and providing facilities for its future operations: 

SECTION 1. The books, records and other property of the State in the Bureau 
of Military Statistics, shall be open to free inspection and use at all reasonable 
hours; but no book or other article shall be taken therefrom except by leave of 
the Legislature expressed in a concurrent resolution. 

§ 2. The Chief of said Bureau is hereby authorized and required to procure 
a seal bearing a proper device, to be used in the authentication of copies of doc­
uments, and other papers recorded or on file in said bureau. Copies of records 
and other papers deposited or filed in said Bureau, certified under the hand and 
seal of said chief, and in the manner required for certified copies of papers from 
the office of the Secretary of State, may be read or used in evidence with the 
like force and effect as the originals; provided, however, that such certified copies 
shall not be conclusive evidence, but may be rebutted, and the force and effect 
thereof may be contested by any party affected thereby. No more than five 
cents per folio shall be charged for copies of papers furnished to persons who are 
or may have been in the military or naval service of the United States, nor more 
than ten cents per folio to other persons, but all fractions of a folio shall be count­
ed as a full folio, and no more than ten cents shall be charged for the use of the 
seal. Where copies of papers are required by non-commissioned officers, mu-
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sicians or privates, no charge therefor shall be made for one copy. The fees so 
received shall be paid into the State treasury, and a statement of them, under 
oath, shall be presented to the Legislature in the annual report from the Bureau. 

3. The Chief of the Bureau is directed to invite the co-operation of common 
councils and other officials of cities, the supervisors of towns and board of super­
visors of counties and other local authorities in the work of collecting the statis­
tics which it is the duty of the bureau to preserve: and for the purpose of col­
lecting such statistics, common councils and other officials and bodies referred 
to in this section are authorized to make suitable appropriations, i f to accom­
plish the object, it shall be deemed necessary to do so. 

§ 4. The objects of the said bureau are to collect and preserve in permanent 
form the name of every person who has volunteered or been mustered, or may 
hereafter volunteer or be mustered into the service of the general government 
since Apri l fifteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and the personal history 
of such person while in such service, so far as the same can be ascertained; a 
record of the services of the several regiments, including an account of their 
organization and subsequent history, and also an account of the aid afforded by 
the several towns, cities and counties of the State. Chapter one hundred and 
thirteen of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-three, entitled " A n act in 
relation to the Bureau of Military Statistics," is hereby repealed, and the term 
of the present chief of the Bureau is hereby continued to June first, one thou­
sand eight hundred and sixty-six, and any vacancy occurring in the mean time 
may be filled by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

7. A n annual report shall be made by the Chief of the Bureau as soon after 
the meeting of the Legislature as the condition of the materials therefor wi l l per­
mit, which report shall contain the names of all employees of the said Bureau 
and the sums paid to them respectively, but the number of regular clerks shall 
not at any time exceed four. For purposes of preservation and for exchange 
with other States and with individuals, fifty copies of all military documents, as 
well as of all reports and other papers relating to the war ordered by either House 
of the Legislature, shall be delivered to the Bureau of Military Statistics. 

T H E H A L L OF MILITARY R E C O R D . 
During the year 1864, the collection of relics of the war grew, 

by degrees, into a feature of great interest. The deposit with the 
Bureau of the flags of returned regiments, in large numbers, indi­
cated, very soon, the necessity of providing for the permanent 
preservation of these priceless memorials. The Trustees of the 
Capitol took some initiatory action therefor, in the construction of 
a small fire-proof repository in rear of the building occupied for 
office purposes; and subsequently, on presentation of the facts in 
the Second Annual Report of the Chief of this Bureau (submitted 
February 2, 1865) the legislature passed " A n act to provide a 
suitable repository for the records of the war, and for other pur­
poses." 
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SECTION 1. The Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor, the Chancellor of the 
Regents of the University, the Chief of the Bureau of Military Record, John A . 
King, of Queens County, Hamilton Fish, Edwin D. Morgan and John A . D i x ; 
Ira Harris of Albany County; Preston King of St. Lawrence County; Horatio 
Seymour of Oneida County; Daniel S. Dickinson, of Broome County; Enos T. 
Throop of Cayuga County; Myron H . Clark, of Ontario County; Washington 
Hunt, of Niagara County, and Millard Fillmore of Erie County, are hereby ap­
pointed Commissioners to provide a suitable repository for the records of the 
war of the rebellion, and for the collections of the Bureau of Military Record. 

2. The Governor shall be the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, and 
the Chief of the Bureau of Military Record shall be the Secretary. In the 
absence of the Governor from any meeting duly called, the Lieutenant-Governor 
may act or in his absence the board may appoint a temporary chairman. A n 
Executive Committee composed of at least three members, of whom one shall 
be the Governor and one shall be the Chief of Military Record, shall be selected 
by the Board of Commissioners, who shall have authority to transact all business 
except adopting the plan for the building and of making the contract for its con¬
struction. A list of such Executive Committee duly certified shall be filed in 
the office of the Secretary of State. 

§ 3. A fire-proof structure, to be called the Hal l of Military Record, is hereby 
authorized to be erected, provided the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars 
shall be voluntarily contributed by the people of this State for that purpose. It 
shall be located in the city of. Albany, provided said city shall give and duly 
convey by deed to the State a site, which, in the judgment of the Commissioners 
shall be deemed suitable for that purpose; but in case the said City should not 
so give and convey a site for that purpose, then the Board of Commissioners are 
at liberty to accept a site from the City of New York or other municipality, and 
there locate the Hal l of Military Record. 

§ 4. As soon after the passage of this act as practicable the Board of Commis­
sioners, or a majority of them, shall meet in the City of Albany on the call of the 
chairman and secretary (but they may adjourn to another place), and shall take 
measures to bring the objects of this act to the attention of the public, to the end 
that means may be provided for the erection of the building. They shall appor­
tion to the several towns, villages, and cities of the State, such sums as they may 
deem proper, and, after selecting a representative in each locality, shall direct that 
such assignment be notified to such representative, to be by him brought to the 
attention of his town. 

5. A l l moneys contributed for this object shall be paid over to the Treasurer 
of the State, and be by him deposited in the manner as other public funds ; a 
separate account, denominated the Military Record Fund, being kept of all such 
moneys. 

§ 6. Due acknowledgment shall be made of all sums received by mail, pro­
vided the remittance be accompanied by the necessary postage, and for all sums 
of five dollars and upward a receipt shall be issued, signed by the Treasurer and 
Comptroller of the State, and countersigned by the Secretary of the Board. 

7. The payment by any individual of fifty dollars shall entitle him or her 
to an annual copy of the report of the Bureau of Military Record, and the pay­
ment of one hundred dollars or upward, to a certificate under the hands of the 
Executive Committee of the Board, and an annual copy of the report of the 
Bureau of Military Record. 

8. Whenever the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars shall have been received 
info the treasury to the account of the Military Record Fund, the Board of Com­
missioners may advertise for a plan for a building. The building shall be of-
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marble or other suitable non-combustible material, it shall be at least two stories 
in height, and shall be arranged for the records of the military services of 
individuals, the services of the regiments, and the record of the part taken by 
towns, cities and counties in the war; also for the proper display of flags, trophies 
and other objects of military interest now belonging to the collection of the State, 
and hereafter to be received, and also for the preservation and convenient use 
of newspapers, books, documents, pamphlets and other papers belonging to the 
Bureau of Military Record, which shall be removed thereto, and which building, 
when ready, shall be occupied by the Bureau of Military Record. The Board 
of Commissioners may decide upon a plan, and may contract for the construc­
tion of a building at a cost not to exceed seventy-five thousand dollars. 

9. Such towns as shall contribute the share assigned them by the commis­
sioners for the construction of this building, may deposit their record books and 
papers relating to the war in the archives of the building for safe keeping, and 
transcripts therefrom, under the seal of the Bureau, shall be furnished on appli­
cation by the supervisor or town clerk without cost to such towns. Officers 
or soldiers may deposite their discharge papers, descriptive lists, muster rolls or 
company or regimental books and papers, for safe-keeping. 

10. The sum of seventy-five thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, payable 
by the treasurer, on the warrant of the comptroller, out of the Military Record 
Fund, in such sums, and from time to time as the work progresses, on the certificate 
of the architect, approved by the Chairman and Secretary of the Board of Commis­
sioners, for the purpose of carrying this law into effect. No compensation shall 
be allowed the commissioners named in this act, but their necessary expenses 
shall be paid, and for that purpose the sum of one thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated, payable out of any money in the treasury. 

Pursuant to the law a meeting of the commissioners named in 
the act was held, June 6, 1865, in the executive chamber, at which 
all were present except Maj.-Gen. Dix, Hon. Preston King, Hon. 
Daniel S. Dickinson, and Gov. E. S. Throop, from whom letters of 
apology were received, expressing deep interest in the objects con­
templated. His Excellency Governor Fenton, on taking the chair, 
explained briefly the purpose of the meeting, and on motion of 
Mr. Fillmore, in accordance with section 2 of the act, three members 
were added to the executive committee of the board ; making it to 
consist of the Governor, the Chief of the Bureau, Chancellor 
Pruyn, Senator Harris, and Governor Fish. 

At this meeting a Committee of the Common Council of Albany, 
composed of Mayor Perry, the Recorder, and Aldermen Kennedy, 
Parker and Shepard, appeared before the Board, with a certified 
copy of minutes of the Common Council, as follows: 

I N COMMON COUNCIL , June 5, 1865. 
The following preamble and resolutions were adopted: Whereas, The Legis­

lature of this State at its last session passed a law by which provision is made 
for the erection of a suitable repository for the records of the, war of the Rebel­
lion, and for the collections of the Bureau of Military Record, to be called the 
Hall of Military Record, by which law it is declared that such Hal l of Military 
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Record shall be located in the City of Albany, provided said City shall give and 
duly convey by deed to the State a site which, in the judgment of the Commis­
sioners, shall be deemed suitable for that purpose: now, therefore, 

Resolved, That the City of Albany do accept the condition upon which the 
said Hal l of Records is to be located in said City, and do hereby offer to the Com­
missioners appointed in and by said law to furnish to the State a suitable site for 
the purpose aforesaid. 

Resolved, That a committee of five members of this Board be appointed to 
confer with said Commissioners in relation to the location of such site, with 
power to make such arrangements in relation thereto as they may deem expedi­
ent, subject, however, to the approval of this Board. 

Resolved, That His Honor the Mayor be requested to communicate a copy of 
these resolutions to His Excellency the Governor as Chairman of said Board of 
Commissioners. 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct extract from the minutes of the 
Common Council of the City of Albany. 

(Signed) M A R T I N D E L E H A N T Y , Clerk of Common Council. 

After discussion of the above, it was, on motion of Governor Fish, 
resolved, " that if the City of Albany shall give the lot known as the 
Water-Works lot, the same would, in the judgment of the Commis­
sioners, be deemed suitable for the purposes of the Hall of Military 
Record, and that the Executive Committee be directed to accept the 
same." 

The question of selecting local representatives of the board, 
under the fourth section of the act, and of making the appointment 
thereby contemplated, was then taken up, and Governor King 
recommended that the Supervisors of the several towns should be 
designated as such representatives. This suggestion was concurred 
in by Governor Hunt and Governor Clark, and met with general 
approval, and on motion of Governor Morgan, it was resolved, 
" that the matter of selecting representatives and the raising of 
funds be referred to the Executive Committee, with power," Mr. 
Pruyn asked for a formal expression of the sense of the board, 
with respect to raising a larger sum of money than that named in 
the law, as in his opinion the amount named would be insufficient 
to erect a suitable building, and after interchange of views, the 
following resolutions, offered by Senator Harris, and amended by 
Mr. Fillmore, were adopted : 

"Resolved, That, in the judgment of the commissioners, it is expedient to raise 
the sum of two hundred thousand dollars for the purposes contemplated by the 
act, and that with the view of securing the collection of that amount, the appor­
tionment contemplated by the act be made on a basis of two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars." 

"Resolved, That the executive committee be directed to proceed to execute the 
above resolution whenever the Common Council of Albany shall signify their 
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determination to convey to the State the water-works lot for the purposes of the 
act of the Legislature referred to." 

The first meeting of the executive committee of the Board of 
Commissioners was held in the executive chamber, on June 15th, 
1865, present, Governor R. E. Fenton, Hon. Ira Harris, Hon. J . 
V . L . Pruyn, and L. L . Doty. The secretary read a dispatch 
from Governor Fish, who was unable to be present, and on the 
subject of assignment to towns, under 4th section of the act (chap. 
744) the following resolutions were adopted: 

"Resolved, That the assessed valuation be the basis of apportionment to towns, 
villages and cities, having also proper reference to population. 

Resolved, That the Supervisors of the respective towns be the local represent­
atives therefor, under the fourth section of the act." 

A report of the Committee of the Common Council of Albany, 
to that body, and a resolution of the latter in regard to a site for 
the Hall of Military Record were then read, as follows: 
To the Honorable the Common Council: 

Your Committee, appointed on the fifth instant, to confer with the Commission­
ers on the part of the State " to provide a suitable repository for the records of 
the war and for other purposes," do report that they met with the Commission­
ers at the executive chamber, on Tuesday, the sixth instant; that your Committee 
presented to the Commissioners a copy of the resolutions of the Common Coun­
cil, and that your Committee assured them of the readiness of the city to grant 
the Water-Works lot on the terms of the act above referred to, whereupon the 
Commissioners adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved,, That if the city of Albany shall give the lot known as the Water-Works, the same 
would in the judgment of the Commissioners be deemed suitable for the purpose of the Hall of 
Military Record, and that the Executive Committee be directed to accept the same. 

Your Committee would state that the lot is in shape an irregular parallelogram, 
measuring 82 feet from street to street on Eagle, 201 feet 10 inches, on Steuben, 
192 feet 7 inches on Columbia, and about 108 feet wide at the eastern end. It 
appeared, on conference, that the Water Commissioners desire to retain the east­
ern end of the lot, leaving 130 feet for the State. It is hoped, and with some 
reason your Committee believe, that the Commissioners on the part of the State 
wi l l deem this part of the lot, namely, 130 feet eastward from Eagle street, suf­
ficient for the site of the Hall of Military Record; and your Committee do, there­
fore, recommend that the Common Council do now give and convey to the 
State the Water-Works lot, except such eastern part of it, and that the Mayor be 
authorized to execute a deed therefor, and they further recommend that the deed 
contain a covenant that the portion of the lot retained by the city shall not be 
used for any purpose injurious to the proper occupation of the building now de­
signed to be erected on the site which they now recommend to be conveyed to 
the State, nor that any structure be erected thereon exceeding twenty-five feet in 
height; and whenever the city shall cease to occupy the portion of the lot 
thus reserved for purposes connected with the Water-Works, that the State shall 
have the privilege of purchasing the same, the value thereof to be determined 
by an impartial person to be selected by each party, the two, in case of disagree­
ment, to select a third person, and that at any time when the State may desire to 
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buy the balance of the lot now reserved they shall have the right to do so at an 
appraisal. 

A l l which is respectfully submitted. 
E L I P E R R Y , Chairman. 
W M . S. PADDOCK, 
J . K E N N E D Y , Jr. 
C. T. S H E P A R D , 
J . N . P A R K E R . 

Resolved, That the report of the Commissioners be approved, and that the 
Mayor be authorized to execute a proper conveyance of so much of the said Water-
Works lot as recommended in said report, to the State, under the City seal, with 
such stipulations and conditions as he may deem proper to carry out the recom­
mendations of the Committee. 

, After hearing the reading of the above, the Executive Committee 
passed the following resolution, conditionally accepting the pro­
posed grant of a site : 

" Resolved, That as the Common Council of Albany do not grant the whole of 
the Water-Works lot, for a site for the Hal l of Military Record, the Executive 
Committee accept the grant only on condition that such action shall meet the 
approval of Governor Fish." 

The Executive Committee then ordered, by resolution, " that the 
moneys to be received by the Commissioners be temporarily placed 
to the credit of the Secretary, as Treasurer ex officio of the Com­
missioners, in one of the State Deposit Banks in the City of Albany, 
to be drawn therefrom only on checks signed by the said Treasurer, 
and countersigned by two members of the Committee." 

Such were the primary steps taken toward creating a fund for 
the erection of a Hall of Military Record, designed to be a monu­
ment to commemorate the loyal service of New York State in 
defence of the Union. Under authority of the Board of Commis­
sioners, the subjoined circular was then issued, signed by the 
Executive Committee. 

(Copy of Letter of Commissioners.) 
A L B A N Y , July 15th, 1865. 

The Legislature, at its late session, passed a law to " provide a suitable repository for the records 
of the war, and for other purposes," and appointed a board of commissioners to carry out the 
provisions of the act. The Commissioners named in the act are the Governor, Lieutenant-Gover­
nor, the Chancellor of the University, John A. King. Hamilton Fish, Edwin D. Morgan, John A. 
Dix, Ira Harris, Preston King, Horatio Seymour, Daniel S. Dickinson, Enos T. Throop, Myron H . 
Clark, Washington Hunt, Millard Fillmore, and the Chief of the Bureau of Military Statistics. 

The object of this enactment is the erection of a fire-proof edifice, to be called The Hall of 
Military Record. It is intended mainly for the preservation of 

I. A personal account of those who have served in the army and navy from this State since 
April 15, 1861; 

II. A detailed account of the services of regiments, companies and batteries; 
III. A record of the aid afforded by towns, cities and counties; 
IV. For the preservation of the flags of volunteer regiments ; 
V . Relics and other objects of interest which may serve to illustrate the history of the war, 

embracing also copies and files of newspapers—north and south—and a comprehensive library of 
our war literature; 
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VI . "War records of towns, descriptive lists and discharge papers of soldiers, muster rolls, and 
other official records for safe keeping; 

VII . Relics of the earlier American wars, and of the aborigines of the country, as opportunity 
may offer to procure them; 

VIII. Specimens and models of weapons of war and projectiles; 
IX. Other objects of interest in the history and progress of our State. 
The period seems peculiarly favorable for establishing such a State treasure-house of historical 

memorials, and a just pride should prompt us thus to honor the Capital of our Commonwealth. 
For while no one of our States has such an institution, every country in Europe points with satis­
factions to its repository of national memorials. The valuable collection of the Bureau of Military 
Statistics, already made, affords a nucleus, and enables us to speak with confidence of success in 
the future. 

The duty of preserving the records of the war, and an account of the services of those who have 
upheld the good name of our State, on land and at sea, needs no argument. It is a sacred obligation. 

Not only may such records and mementoes be kept, but the names of those who fell in the service, 
whose deeds entitle them to the distinction, may be suitably commemorated within the walls of the 
building. 

The objects of this undertaking rise above the spirit of section or party, and embrace whatever 
tends to make the present and future familiar with the past. The war, in all its phases of fact and 
opinion, will long be discussed at home and abroad, whether we will or no, until its facts are 
embodied in history. Then let us provide at the Capital an ample repository for official records, 
and original papers, from which the truth may be drawn at will, rather than to rely upon the 
uncertainties of memory or the accidents of time. Centuries of needless controversies on historic 
questions teach us so much wisdom. 

The city of Albany has just given a valuable and commanding site for the building. A proper 
edifice is now to be erected. 

To this end means are wanted at once; and private liberality is alone relied upon for them. As 
each town, city and vilage has an immediate interest in the records of the half million of men who 
have represented our State, in the three hundred regiments and batteries that have borne New 
York on their banners, and in preserving the part it took, so each is relied upon to contribute 
toward the building. 

The act provides that towns contributing the share assigned them, may deposit their record-books 
and papers relating to the war in the building for safe keeping, and transcripts therefrom, under 
seal, are to be furnished to town officers without expense. This is an important consideration to 
many towns which have no means of preserving their documents from fire or loss from other causes. 

The act requires the commissioners to apportion to the several towns, villages and cities such 
sums as they may deem proper, and to select a local representative. They have selected you, and 
now call upon your locality through you. 

After four years of strife, peace returns and the Union is saved. Old friendships, outlasting the 
great struggle, are causing us to forget temporary animosities in view of the perpetuity of our 
Republic. But in the spirit of patriotism and good feeling, let the great lessons of the war be pre­
served to warn and instruct, and for the truth of history. 

"While relying on you to obtain the sum assigned to your locality, the committee suggest that you 
call to your aid, officers.; and others who have served in the war, as well as leading citizens of your 
neighborhood. The undersigned, the Executive Committee of the Board, bespeak your prompt 
attention and zealous interest in the work, not doubting that success will attend your efforts. 

(Signed by) R. E . FENTON, 
JOHN V. L. P R U Y N , 
IRA HARRIS, 
HAMILTON FISH, and the 
CHIEF OF T H E BUREAU. 

The experience of a few months sufficed to show that the propo­
sal to erect a permanent monumental structure, to commemorate 
the patriotism of our State soldiers and citizens, and to transmit 
the record of their service to posterity, was profoundly sympathized 
with by all classes of the community. It is true that the means 
chosen for collection of subscriptions, i. e. through personal effort 
of town authorities liable to be changed annually, were not ade­
quate in every essential; nevertheless, in all cases where such 
authorities became actively interested, or obtained the co-operation 

3 
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of other citizens, the most favorable results followed. Enough 
was done, during the first half year of operations, on the voluntary 
plan of contributions, to warrant an assumption that our people 
are heartily in favor of providing some worthy memorial in honor 
of the volunteer soldiers of the State. Up to the date of presen­
tation of the last annual report of the Chief of this Bureau, the 
voluntary subscriptions to the Hal l fund had reached the sum of 
$11,082.66, and contributions were regularly acknowledged in the 
ratio of from $1,200 to $1,500 per month. 

Acting, however, on the recommendations of Supervisors, and 
other friends of the enterprise in various towns, my predecessor, in 
his last annual report, suggested that permission should be given to 
Boards of Supervisors to levy the inconsiderable quota asked for 
by the Commissioners as a local tax, when not voluntarily raised, 
and in accordance with this a law was passed as follows: 

SECTION 1. A t the first annual meeting of the Boards of Supervisors of the 
several counties of this State, they may, at their discretion, levy and collect from 
such towns, wards and cities as shall not at such time have paid their apportion­
ment, i n the same manner as are other town and city taxes, the amounts respec­
tively assigned thereto by the Commissioners designated in chapter seven 
hundred and forty-four of the laws of eighteen hundred and sixty-five, for the 
erection of the Ha l lo f Military Record; but no tax shall be assessed and levied 
upon the property of any town until the Supervisor thereof shall produce to the 
said board some resolution or other expression from his town, or its officers, in 
favor thereof. 

2. Supervisors may pay over the amount assigned to their towns from 
moneys in their hands belonging to their towns, respectively, not otherwise ap­
propriated, but not until some resolution of the town, or its officers, to that 
effect has been adopted. 

§ 3. A l l moneys contributed or paid in for this object, shall be paid over to the 
Treasurer of the State, and be by him deposited in the manner as other public 
funds, a separate account, denominated the Military Record Fund, being kept of 
all such moneys. And such moneys are hereby appropriated to the erection of 
the said Hal l of Military Record, payable by the Treasurer on the warrant of 
the Comptroller, from time to time as the work progresses, on the certificate 
of the architect, approved by the Chairman and Secretary of the Board of 
Commissioners. 

The above provisions, conferring merely the authority to assess, 
without any mandatory clause, were intended only to meet the 
views of Supervisors who had instructed the Chief of Bureau that 
direct assessment upon their respective towns would be in accord­
ance with the general feeling of citizens desirous of contributing to 
the Fund. A t the first meeting of Boards of Supervisors, in 
November last, many towns, and in some cases all the towns of a 
county, availed themselves of the authority given, and levied a tax 
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to meet their quotas for the Hall of Military Record. Other towns 
continued the subscription plan, with no falling off in the average 
results. During the year ending December 31st, 1866, the amount 
of $12,029.44 was acknowledged by the Chief of. the Bureau, in 
addition to all previous sums received from voluntary contributions; 
and since the 1st of January, 1867, the large return of $6,000 for 
subscriptions, attests the undiminished interest of our patriotic 
people in the projected Soldiers' Memorial. 

On the fourth day of March, 1867, the total amount acknow­
ledged as received from Supervisors of Towns and by individual 
subscriptions was $31,950.05. A financial statement, comprising 
all the items of receipts, investments, & c , on account of the Hall 
of Military Record, will be found in the appendices to this Report. 

W O R K OF T H E B U R E A U . 
Under Chapter 690, Laws of 1865, the title of the Bureau of 

Military Statistics was changed to " Bureau of Military Record," 
and provisions were made for performing its work as follows : 

5. Blanks for a detailed statement of moneys raised and of moneys paid for 
every purpose connected with the war, by towns, cities and counties, as well by 
loans as by tax, classified by years and objects, the number of men raised under 
the several calls of the president, the number of men to whom bounty has been 
paid, and the rate of bounty per man, together with such other information as 
falls within the cognizance of officers of towns, cities or counties, shall be pre­
pared by the Chief of the Bureau of Military Record and distributed to such 
officers. 

In accordance with the above, suitable blanks were distributed, 
and the information obtained in response, has been transcribed 
into record books, and, when necessary, tabulated for reference or 
report. A l l Town Clerks and Supervisors (and in many cases 
successive ones) have been communicated with, for the purpose of 
securing accurate and detailed statements. In prosecuting this 
work, the Chief of the Bureau has realized the great importance 
of reaching statistics of this kind while yet they are accessible, for 
it happens often that the lapse of only a year, when involving 
official changes in towns, is sufficient to cause more or less diffi­
culty in obtaining correct returns. I think I am justified in saying, 
that had the task of collecting data concerning Town and County 
operations connected with the war, been delayed until its close, 
the difficulties of reaching reliable results would now be almost 
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impossible. Happily, however, the research of this department 
has kept pace with much of the war-work of our loyal State, and 
we shall be able ultimately to make a clear exhibit of all that has 
been accomplished by her citizens at home as well as in the field. 

STATISTICS OF W A R E X P E N S E S . 
The duty enjoined upon the Bureau of preserving a detailed 

account of the aid afforded the General Government by towns, 
cities and counties of the State, in prosecution of the war, was 
accompanied by legislative provisions facilitating the work. 

Sections 8, 9, and 10, of Chapter 690, Laws of 1865, enacted as 
follows: 

8. It shall he the duty of County Treasurers to furnish to the Chief of the 
Bureau of Military Record a statement of the amount of moneys raised by tax 
and by loans, and the amount expended for every purpose connected with the 
war, classified by years and "by objects, together with particulars about loans; 
and it shall be the duty of Boards of Supervisors to examine, and i f correct, to 
formally approve these statements of the County Treasurers, and if incorrect to 
cause them to be corrected and filed in the Bureau of Military Record. 

9. It shall be the duty of Mayors and Common Councils of cities to furnish 
or cause to be furnished to the Chief of the Bureau of Military Record a detailed 
statement similar to that required of town clerks, and they shall prepare or 
cause to be prepared, upon the written application of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Military Record, statements, duly classified, of moneys raised and expended for 
war purposes, the number of men furnished under the several calls, and such 
other facts as fall within their official cognizance. 

§ 10. Supervisors, County Treasurers, and officers of cities, or persons em­
ployed by the Mayor and Common Councils for that purpose, shall be entitled to 
a reasonable compensation for their services and expenses in performing the 
duties devolved upon them by the provisions of this act, to be paid by their 
respective towns, counties or cities, in the same manner as other town, county 
or city charges. 

The blanks sent out from this department to the above men­
tioned several officials, covered a variety of important details rela­
tive to the expenditures of money for war purposes. They 
comprehended an exhibit of money raised by taxes, loans, and 
otherwise on the property and credit of towns; on the amounts 
paid for town bounties, recruiting fees, hand-money, interest on 
town loans, and for support of soldiers' families. The information 
reached by this means is as interesting as it is valuable, and the 
sum of figures presented by returns received up to the 1st of Jan­
uary, 1867, furnishes unparalleled testimony to the financial 
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resources of our State, as well as to the patriotic sacrifices of her 
citizens. 

In their proper places wi l l be found the tables of war expenses, 
compiled from the returns of twenty counties, which are presented 
in this report as examples of the manner in which the financial 
records of the Bureau are entered upon its books. O n : returns, 
to the first of January, 1865, cover full statistics of war expenses 
incurred by 59 counties, embracing more or less complete returns 
from 605 towns. There remain 251 towns which have reported 
partially, and 76 from which no returns have yet been received. 
The importance of completing the tables of all these counties need 
not be argued. They are necessary to a full exhibit of the financial 
service of our State in connection with the war for our Union, and the 
returns to the Bureau furnish the only approximation, thus far, to an 
official knowledge of the entire fiscal sacrifices made by our citizens. 

I quote the following paragraph from the late Report of 
Comptroller Hillhouse, to show the estimate which he places upon 
the work already accomplished: 

There are as yet no reliable data from which an accurate statement could be pre­
pared, showing the aggregate of the debt incurred by Counties, Cities and Towns, 
for bounty and other purposes, and the amount now outstanding. The nearest 
approach to a complete exhibit, are the tables compiled under the supervision of 
the Bureau of Military Statistics, in conformity with Chapter 51, Laws of 1864. 
So far as they go, they furnish full and satisfactory information on this important 
subject. There are, however, a considerable number of Counties and Towns 
that have not yet reported, and it is respectfully recommended that adequate 
means and facilities be granted, in order to obtain complete returns. The value 
of the information as an aid, in judging of our present financial condition, and 
the resources at our command for the future, can hardly be over-estimated. 

Following the tabular statement given in another portion of this 
Report, complete returns of the total expenditures of Towns, as 
far as received, wi l l be found enumerated. But I w i l l here intro­
duce an Exhibit of the totals as reported by the 856 towns and 59 
counties heard from — which foot up our war taxes to the gross 
amount of $111,382,638.35. A d d to this the amount raised by 
voluntary subscriptions in 535 towns, $1,757,184.17, and we have 
the grand total of $113,139,822.52, as shown by the following table: 
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STATEMENT—Showing the Amount of Moneys paid by the several Counties, 
Cities and Towns in the State of New York during the War, for Bounties, 
Fees, and Expenses, Interest on Loans, Support of Soldiers' Families. The 
Voluntary Contributions for objects connected with the War, as shown by 
Reports from Treasurers of Counties, Treasurers or Chamberlains of Cities, 
and Supervisors of Towns. Also the Amount of Loans outstanding and to 
be paid. 

Amount paid for Bounties by 46 Counties, to De­
cember 31st, 1865, as shown by complete returns 
from Treasurers of Counties, $43,099,912.21 

Amount paid for Fees and Expenses, 2,748,778.93 
do do Interest on County Loans, 3,834,075.79 
do do Support of Soldiers' Families, 7,141.343.66 
do of outstanding County Loans to be paid, $34,786,358.69 

Amount paid for Bounties by 13 Counties (leaving 
Monroe still to report) as shown by partial returns, 
down to and including the year 1864, 7,404,447.50 

Amount paid for Bounties by 513 Towns, complete 
as shown by reports from Supervisors to December 
31, 1865, 19,530,138.09 

Amount paid for Fees and Expenses, complete as 
shown by reports from Supervisors to December 
31, 1865, 622,096.02 

Amount paid for Interest on Town Loans, complete 
as shown by reports from Supervisors to December 
31, 1865, 1,076,257.68 

Amount paid for Support of Soldiers' Families, com­
plete as shown by reports from Supervisors to 
December 31, 1865, 367,558.01 

Amount of Town Loans outstanding and to be paid, 6,301,060.03 
Amount paid for Bounties by 92 Towns, partial 

returns as shown by reports from Supervisors, 
to December 31, 1865...... 4,455,755.57 

Amount paid for Fees and Expenses, as shown by 
reports from Supervisors, to December 31, 1865,... 90,444.60 

Amount paid for Interest on Town Loans, as shown 
by reports from Supervisors, to December 31, 1865, 189,342.96 

Amount paid for Support of Soldiers' Families, as 
shown by reports from Supervisors, to December 
31, 1865, 116,621.09 

Amount of Town Loans outstanding and to be paid, 1,098,462.08 
Amount paid for Bounties by 251 Towns (leaving 76 

Towns still to report) as shown by partial returns, 
down to and including the year 1864, 8,374,222.37 

Amount paid for Bounties by 6 Cities as shown by 
reports from Treasurers or Chamberlains, down 
to and including the year 1864, 2,888,321.82 

Amount of City Loans outstanding and to be paid, 254,699.09 
Amount paid for Recruiting Fees, support of Soldiers' 

Families, and Interest on Loans, by two Cities, 
down to and including the year 1865, 261,948.61 

Carried forward, $102,201,264.91 
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Brought forward, $102,201,264.91 
Amount paid by the State for Bounties, in the years 

1862, 1863 and 1864, 9,181,373.44 

Total amount as above, $111,382,638.35 

Amount raised by voluntary subscription in 535 
Towns, to promote enlistments, aid to families of 
volunteers, aid to soldiers in hospitals, and for 
sanitary purposes, part taken from former reports, $1,757,184.17 

$113,139,822.52 
Amount of County and Town Loans, from 48 Coun­

ties, and 605 Towns outstanding, and to be paid, 
as shown by above, ..... $12,440,579.89 

These figures are yet to be swelled by the returns from 76 towns 
(which have not reported) and 251 (which have partially reported,) 
and to these must be added whatever additional expenditures were 
made, for war purposes, after the close of the year 1864,—our 
present statement being brought down to January 1865. I trust 
that suitable provision will be made by the Legislature, in order to 
obtain these final statistics of war expenses, in accordance with the 
suggestion of Mr. Comptroller Hillhouse. 

SOLDIERS' HISTORIES. 
One of the primary cares of this department was to take meas-

ures for the collection and preservation of personal military histories 
of both officers and enlisted men of our State regiments. In aid 
of the patriotic work the Legislature (May 11, 1865) enacted as 
follows, chapter 690, sections 6 and 7. 

SECTION 6. It shall be the duty of the town clerk of every town of this State, 
as soon as may be after the passage of this act, on receiving suitable blanks from 
the chief of the Bureau of Military Record, to make out a full and complete record 
of the names of all the soldiers and officers who composed his town's quotas of 
the troops furnished to the United States during the present rebellion, stating the 
place of residence, where known, the time of enlistment of each, and the number 
and designation of his regiment and company, and so far as possible all who 
have died in the service and stating, when practicable, at what time and place, 
and the cause of death, whether by disease, accident or on the field of battle. 
One copy of such record shall be deposited in the Bureau of Military Record 
within four months after the passage of this act, and one copy shall be preserved 
among the records of the town. And said town clerks shall be entitled to a 
reasonable compensation for their services and expenses in performing the duties 
devolved upon them by the provisions of this act, to be paid by their respective 
towns, in the same manner as other town charges. 

$ 7. To the end that the record above required of town clerks may be complete, 




