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REPORT.

IR E——

STATE OF NEW YORK :
Boreav or MiniTARY STATISTICS,
Arnaxy, Feb, 29th, 1868.

To His Excellency, Reusex E. Fexrox,
Commander-in-Chief :

I have the honor to report that the Burean of Military
Statisties, during the year ending Dec. 31, 1807, and up
to the lst day of March, 1808, has continued its work of
collecting and arranging for registry and preservation, the
statements of supervisors relative to war expenditures,
the records of town clerks concerning volunteer officers,
soldiers and seamen from the State of New York, and the
personal historier of individual New York volunteers
received in the form of filled-up blunks and biographic
notices.

In the Fourth Annual Report of the Bureau, transmit-
ted by the Governor to the Legislature, Feb, 2, 1807, I
endeavored to present a snceinet account of its operations
up to that time. The sympathy and encouragement of
succersive Legislatures, representing, as I am assured, the
interest felt by their constituents throughout the State,
had served to stimulate as well as to assist the work
appointed to be done under the law creating the depart-
ment. It became my duty last year toreport the accumu-
lation of a large amount of data illustrating the services
of our volunteers in the field and the sacrifices of their
fellow citizens at home, for the common object of main-
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taining the nationality of free institutions. I need not
recapitulate particulars further than may be proper in
order to show the unabated interest cherished by our peo-
ple in the object of the Bureau,* “to collect and preserve
in permanent form the name of every person who has vol-
unteered or been mustered into the service of the General
Government, and the personal history of such person while
in such service so far as the same can be ascertained; a
record of the services of the several regiments, including
an account of their organization and subsequent history,
and also an account of the aid afforded by the several
towns, counties and cities of the State.”

A special repo‘rt, dated Dec. 30, 1867, was submitted in
response to your Excellency’s circular letter of Dec. 21,
1867, the letter and report being as follows:

(CIRGULAR.)

STATE OF NEW YORK,
ExrcuTivE DEPARTMENT,

‘ ALpany, 21st Dec. 1867, )

Dear Sir—The great advance made in the settlement of affails
connected with the late war, and the nearly completed organiza-
tion of the National Guard, seem to justify, without detriment to
the public service, a further decrease in the force employed in the
military departments. To assist in the determination of such
reduction, I will thank you to furnish information upon the follow-
ing points previous to the 1st of January proximo:

F'irst—The names, positions and occupations of the clerks in
your department. ‘
* * L * * * #*

Fourth—A statement of the duties, as now understood, to be
performed in your department during the year 1868.

Fifth—The number and grade of employees required for the
ordinary routine duties, imposed by law and regulation upon
yourdepartment, and the number also required for extraordinary
and special duties connected with matters growing out of the late

war or otherwise. Very respectfully,

‘ : " R.E. FENTON.
Col. A. J. H. DuGANNE,. , >
Bureaw Military Record.

*Vide Ohap. 690; Lawe. of 1866,
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(REPORT.)

‘A1pany, Dec. 3Ot71, 1867.
To Hlb Excellency R. E. FE‘ITON ‘
~ Sir—In reply to circular letter dated 21st inst., desu'mo infor-
mation upon certain points, I have the honor to state, under head

First—That the number of clerks permanently e mployed in the
Bureau, of Military Statistics is two—names, William Hotchkiss
and William Diamond—their occupatlon is to post cireulars,
blanks, &c., and to receive, file, register and copy returned blanks
and other documentary nmtter relative to. N. Y. S. Yols.,, whoe
‘gerved during the war. Other clerical aid has been employed
from time to time, during the past year, consisting of Mr. J.
Werner, and two female assistants appointed under your Excel-
lency’s dlrcctlon and occupied in filing records and clipping from
the irregular files of newspapers accumulated during the war,
with a view to arrangement of the extracts in scrap- books oh the
plan begun in the hu'ﬂe scrap-books marked * New York Riots,”
the * Mexican War " and « Civil War.” A janitor, Mr. A. Vdn
Schaack, has charge of the museum and offices.

‘To inquiries 'of paragraph fourth of circulur letter, I beg leave
‘to state, that the duties to be performed during the year 1868,
are such as grow out of the accumulation of historical material in
.the bureau, and the necessity of completmg an arrangement and
classification of this material, so that it shall be nccessible to use
and of permanent value to all citizens in the patriotic events
which, it embraces. Such-arrangement and classification may be a
‘work of greater or less tlme, and may employ a larger or smaller
force, ﬂCCOPdII]O'l) as it is deemed better to finish or to protract it,
or as may be justified by legislative provision to meet the expense.
‘The design of my predecessor and myself has been to compact
the mass of manuseript and printed records. into registers and
scrap-hooks, wherein, under appropriate heads, shall be preserved
a chronicle of all that our State became identified with during the
‘years of vebellion ; "her recruitings, popular ineetings, contri-
butions, sanitary and other aid, fown and county movementa,
regimental organizations, edltonal sentiment, pulpit and society
expression, soldiers’ letters, prisoners’ narratives, statistics of
loans and debts, accounts of marches, battles and naval operations
by New York forces; biographies, diaries, obituaries, &c.; in fine,
the entire war history of our State eliminated from the perishable
-depositories of daily and weekly. prints and loose manusecripts,
and secured in a library of registers and scrap-books which, like
ledgers, will show to posterity rthe patriotic “ account current 7 of
New: York State with the Union which she defended so loyally.
J think that material sufficient to fill six hundred volumes of such
‘a registry is already collected in the Bureau, covering the brief
.personal histories, mlhtary and civil, of our rank and ﬁle soldiers
and seamen, kept‘, in books after the forms given in my annual
Teport for 1867 under the-heads * Specimens of Soldiers’ His-
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tories " (p. 360), * Biographical Sketches” (p. 540), and ¢ Naval
. Statistics ” (p. 580). When all information practicable to obtain
% shall havg been posted and registered as above, the war record of
this burean, so far as it covers the past military services of N. Y.
S. Vols,, Wlll have been * preserved” according to the intent and
object of the laws creating the depaltment _Whether it be
deemed Detter to use a oqeutel or less detail of clerical assistance
in advancing the work dmmo' the year 1868, will be for your
Excellency to determine on this statement of fdcts

Under paragraph fifth of circular, I am 1equested to state ‘¢ the
number and grade of employees.” Thero are four clerks author-
ized by law £o bo permanently employed by the chief of bureau,
auxiliary services being allowed when necessary from time to
time. The other information asked for in palacrmph five, has
been submitted in my reply to paragraph four.

In conclusion, I have butto say that 14 deep interest in the well
being of this’ depaltment seems to be felt by citizens throughout
the btate, and that the preservation of its records and relics,
according to the spirit of the law which provided the means of
plese1v1t10n, is looked for at the hands of the State Locrlslatme
The value of the work so far accomplished, is not.to be estlm ated
by the amount of money expended, and I am sure that no New
Yorker, who loves his State and the Union, would grudge the
appropriations made, from time to time. On the contrary, I am
quite convinced that a failure to complete the history and vatri-
otic design involved would be the occasion of regret and disap-
pointment among our veterans, their families and friends, and
would reflect diseredit upon the commonwealth hich, after
undertaking to perpetuate the memory of her dead and the
sacrifice of her living, should abandon the record of both to neg-
lect and forgetfulness ' ‘

© T am, 1e<spect1ully, your obedient servant,

A. J. H DUGANND
OIezef of the Bureaw of JlIzlztmy Statistics.

ReMovaL or THE Fraas AND RECORDS. ‘

Excavations on the site of the new capitol grounds
havmg approached the bu11d1ng heretofore occupied by
this Bureau, I received notice from the new capitol com-
missioners, in December last, that the premises‘musf be
at once vacated. In accordance with 'yo'ur Excellency{s
suggestions, a temporary disposition of the flags, relics and
other property in my charge, was proposed by a removal
to the arsenal building, On 1nspecmon of the only vacant
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apartments in that .buiiding, however, I deemed them -
unfit as a repository, by reason of lack of space, although
the fire-proof materials of the arsenal walls promised the
necessary security for the flags. At this juncture the
commissioners of the new capitol interposed with an offer
to provide more accessible accommodations, and after
consultation with your Excellency, I transferred the office
and museum to the building No. 219 State street, formerly
used as an engine station. The work of removal was
safely effected, and the flags, trophies, and memorials of
service are now arranged and displayed as amply as
practicable in our new quarters.

Trr Hauw or Rrcorp Fuxp.

In the fourth annual report, I submitted a detailed
statement of the moneys received on account of the
“Hall of Military Record,” up to March 4, 1867. Since
that date, the quotas of several towns have been paid in,
..and the amount on hand at the presenttime is $35,353.69
and accruing interest. The cash paid in from January 1,
1867, to February 5, 1868, was $11,482.83. The total
amount now deposited may be stated as follows:

MiLrrary RECORD FUND AND WHERE DEPOSITED.
Deposited in Albany City National Bank, and has been

on deposit since November 24, 1866.._........_. 15,274 82
Deposited in Mechanics and Farmers Savings Bank, -

March 10, 1866 . .o e icaaaaa. 5,000 00
Deposited with Treasurer State of New York, from ‘

April 21, 1866, to March 16, 1868 oo oo 15,078 87
Amount on deposit to March 16, 1868. ... ... ... $35,353 69
Accrued interest on above, (estimated)............. 2,000 00

$37,353 69
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| " A Hatx oF Minitary RECORD.

Under the act of 18656, “to provide a suitable reposi-
tory for the Records of the War, and for other purposes”
(vide Fourth Annual Report, page 12), it was directed that
¢« whenever the sum of thirty-five thousand dollars shall
-have been received into the treasury to the account of the
Military Record Fund, the Board of Commissioners may
advertise for the plan of a building. The Board of Com-
missioners may decide upon a plan, and may contract for -
the construction of a building at a cost not to e\ceed
seventy-five thousand dollars,”

It will be seen that the necessary amount to warrant a
beginning of the work is now at interest. The design of
- building as prepared by the Commissioners contemplate
a greater expend1ture than the law authorizes; and it is
probable that the cost of the structure will exceed the one
‘named in the act—though not to the extent so hbemlly
estimated by the Commissioners in their adjustment of the
town quota’s. On comparing the views of architects and
builders, T judge that the whole amount required to com-
‘plete the “ Hall of Record” in all its proportions would
notdouble the amount fixed by law, while the erection of so
much of the edifice as would provide a ¢ fire-proof repos-
itory” for the flags and records, with sufficient accommo-
dation for‘ office business, could be secured within the
provisions of the act. ' .

Since the removal of the flags from the late repository,
a fire-proof' structure, I cannot consider them so secure
from fire or damage as before. The building in which
they are displayed is of stone and brick, as are the houses
contiguous to it; but the great historic and patriotic value
of the property in my charge, makesme, properly anxious
that a safer place of deposit shall be speedily provided. I
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trust that the Commissioners will determine upon a pro-
secution of the work of building under authority of the
law, and that your Excellency’s administration will not
- close before a “Hall of Military Record” shall be num- .
bered among the noble buildings of the State capitol.

A Mirrary Home ANp ScHOOL.

But while testifying respect for the. gallant soldiers of
New York,; past and present, may we not take thought
furthermore of generations that shall come after us?
While deeming it fit and laudable to honor the martyred
dead and distinguish the heroic living by consécrating a
State memorial to patriotism, such as is contemplated in
the building of our Hall of Military Record, may we not,
and ought we not, to do more than erect an edifice of per-
ishable marble? ' The ages when great examples were
interpreted and enforced by monumental masonry alone,
are of the past. Men do not now rely merely upon brass
and stone to transmit renown or to.inspire emulation, for
the immortal legacies of mind and heart are bequeathed
from century to century through the mediums of press and
of school—mediums more potent and durable for the per-
petuation of fame than the friezes of a Grecian Parthenon
or the statues of a Roman Forum. I venture, therefore,
to suggest for your Excellency’s consideration a matter
which my correspondence with our veterans and the fami-
lies of deceased soldiers has deeply impressed upon me.
It relates to the practicability of establishing by State
legislation and appropriation, or through a combination of
State aid and the benevolence of our citizens at large, an
institution whichon some generous plan shall provide at
the same time a home for invalid veterans and.a school
for the orphaned male children of soldiers and sailors,
from the State of NeW York, who have honorably served
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in any war. The want of such an institution is conceded. |
Your Excellency has repeatedly called the attention of
our State legislators to the propriety of taking action for
seeuring a refuge for our disabled soldiers. Various pri-
vate efforts in this direction and the establishment of
temporary “soldiers’ homes’ and educational asylums in
different localities of the State, approve the method us
they demonstrate the feasibility of so recognizing the
claims of our nation’s defenders to the lasting gratitude of
“their loyal countrymen. .

It seems proper, then, to add such testimony as I can
give to the existence of a very wide-spread feeling in the
community regarding the duty of our State to establish
an institution of the character indicated above. The inte-
rest evinced in our projected Repository for the Records

-of the War is only a manifestation of the deeper sympathy

and gratitude which would make public acknowledgment

-of & great debt due to our citizen soldiers. The provision

for a “Hall of Military Record ”—a structure which will

remain the treasury of sacred relics and the shrine whereon

we depdsitthe,ﬂags enriched by priceless blood—reminds |
us that broader and more substantial provisions ought to

attest our sympathy for the men who bequeathed us the

relics and who fought under the flags.

e L

+ These considerations on my part inspire the hope that
our Legislature will not postpone such action as may be
needed to secure not only a home for our disabled veterans,
but likewise a school for their orphans.

Such an institution, placed on a permanent basis, as a
civil and military school for the descendants of New York
State volunteers, would be the worthiest memorial that a
free and intelligent commonwealth could dedicate to the
glories of past and present. The work grows naturally
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out of the same patriotic sympathy which secures a Hall
~ of Military Record. The corner stone is laid, so to spealk,
and to complete the superstructure would, I am sure, be a
labor of love for New York citizens. We shall build the
marble body of our hall as a visible monument to the eye
composing its proportions in strength and beauty; butif we
can point from it also to a loftier type of practical benefi-
cence, illustrated by school and home, we may then,
indeed, be proud of our memorial building as entirely
worthy of the loyal and liberal State of New York.

 Pracrrcasmiry or Sucn A WoRrk.

An estimate of the annual expense of maintaining and
educating a class of two hundred State cadets satisfies me
that each cadet could be graduated at a cost not exceeding
six hundred dollars for a three years term. The interest
of $500,000, invested in government six per cents, would
suffice to meet the annual expenses of the institute com-
prising personal maintenance and the cost of all necessary
supervision and appliances of tuition. I feel warranted
in believing, from a knowledge of the feeling on this sub-
ject of our citizens throughout the State, that an additional
fund of $500,000 could be created by voluntary subsomp— '
tions, donations and bequests within a very few years.
With such a foundation of a million dollars the ample
future support of this noble educational monument would
be secured without further appropriations by the Legis-
lature. :

" I may remark that the basis of the work in. effect is
already laid. Should the project of founding an educa-
tional institute for soldiers’ children find favor, the pres-
ent grounds and buildings owned by the city of Albany,
and occupied as a temporary home for disabled soldiers,
would appear very suitable for the uses contempvla.'ted. I
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allude to the grounds and buildings formerly known as the
Albany Industrial School and now leased by the State from
the corporation of Albany for use as a * Soldiers’ Home.”
This property, transferred by the city to the State, would
be ready for educational purposes as soon as the present -
benevoléent uses which it subserves shall be terminated,
and its grounds would furnish ample space for school build-
ings. ‘With such a site and suitable legislative provisions
I have the utmost confidence that all the means needed
would flow steadily in from our people, and that in.a few
years not only the completed “Hall of Military Record”
will attract, with its priceless museum bf ’pa\triotic' relics,
but a school for soldiers’ children in its neighborhood or
_elsewhere will become self-supporting and 50 continue.

- Sters Towarp TaE WoORK. "

On the 4th of April,1§63, an act was passed by the
Legislature to incorporate “The Soldiers Home,” and on
the lst of June of that year, in pursuance of & call signed
by Gen. Winfield Scott and fifty-two other prominent
- gentlemen, a meeting was held at the office of Senator
. Morgan, Exchange Place, New York, for the purpose of
organization, Senator Morgan being called to the chair,
the meeting proceeded as provided by the law, to elect a
Board of Trustees, the members to serve respective terms,
one, two and three years; Wm. E. Dodge, N. Y., Charles
P. Wood, N. Y., John A. Seymour, Utica, and Wm. A.

Hall, N. Y., were chosen for one year. FErastus Corning,
Albany, Joseph Howland and James H. Nicholson, N. Y.,
and Thomas Hillhouse, Geneva, for two years, and Edwin
D. Morgan, A. A. Low, Dean Richmond and R. L. Stuart,
for three yearé. The act of incorporation provided that
the Governor, Lt. Governor, Comptroller and Secretary of
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State, should be ez-officio members of the Board. The act
further provided that—

The trustees shall select for the practical management of the
Home, Officers or Soldiers who have served honorably and received
an honorable discharge, giving preference to those who have been
actually disabled Dy wounds or other causes, but whose mental
faculties are unimpaired. There shall be appointed by the trus-
tees for this purpose a Governor, Lt. Gove1n01, Surgeon, Chap-
lain, and Steward, and such supernumeraries as may “be needed.
The trustees shall have power to remove such . officers and super-
numeraties at their discretion, and to establish such rules consistent
with the act, as they may deem proper for the government of the
household: The interior management of the Home shall be con--
ducted on strict military prmclples and according to army regu-
lations; the inmates shall wear their uniforms, two suits of which
shall be. furnished yearly to each person by the Quartermaster-:
General of the State. The trustees shall have the power to select
the site for the Home, and to accept donations of land or other
property for the same, and.also power to contract for and super-:
intend the erection of all necessary buildings.  The flags. of -the -
different regiments of New York volunteers shall, on their return.
from the ﬁe]d be deposited in a hall of honor or chapel to be
p1ovlded for this purpose in the erection. of the building or build-
ings for said Home. A place shall also be provided for the
preservation, and display of all other trophies taken by said volun-
teers, where the same shall be placed and kept. ‘

The trustees shall make an annual report to the Legislature of
the affuirs, and of their acts, giving an account of all donations and
appropriations received, of all disbursements and dehts, with a
lists of officers, employeea andinmates. The trustees shall receive
no compensation for their services under this act. -

It will be seen by the above ‘extracts that' the Legis—
lature contemplated at its session in 1863, the early estab- -
lishment of a * Soldiers Home,” and likewise., under its
trustees, of a depository of flags and relics of the war,
such as has since grown up from the creation of the Bureau
of Military Statistics.

The worthy project so nobly commenced was not, how-
ever, carried into practical execution. 'No permanent
institution for the disabled veterans has yet arisen in our
State, although annual appropriations for the care of our
wounded and disabled soldiers have been liberally voted
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by the Legislature and expended as temporary relief at
the ¢ Soldiers’ Home,” New York, and subsequently in
Albany. Private appeals and efforts have been made,
- from time to time, but the only real success in a practical
form has been the establishment of a “Patriot Orphan
Home,” at Flushing, Long Island, by a benevolent associa-
tion called the “ Ladies Educational Union,” organized in
1862. ' '

The following extract of a letter from Judge C. L.
Monell, of New York, who has warmly interested himself
in its behalf, gives a brief history of this unostentatious
but noble movement: ' |

“The New York Ladies Educational Union, commonly ealled
¢ The Patriots’ Orphan Home,” was orgunized and ¢ncorporated
in 1862, and for two years occupied part of a building on Sixth
avenile, in the city of New York, when they took the care of about
forty children. In the spring of '64 their lease expiring, and the
demands for admission greatly increasing, they sought for suitable
accommodstions on New York Island, but conld not find anything
within their means. A piece of propelty at Flushing, L. I, (seven
miles from the city), was offered on reasonable terms. It consisted
of a large building and eight acres of land. They purchased and
paid for the property. The location is healthy and acceptable to
the managers, all of whom reside in the city of New York.

‘“ Since they have oceupied the property at Flushing, the socicty
has clothed, supported and educated an average of about one
hundred and thirty children of hoth sexes and “of almost every
nationality, They are all the children of deceased or disabled
soldiers of the lute war,

¢« The demands for admission are at all times greater than the
building can accommodate, and the society has, to a considerable .
extent, alded destitute . widows of soldiers, whose children they
could not receive for wart of room. _

- So long as there may be children of our soldiers needing
succor and aid, institutions like the Patriots’ Orphan Home should
be sustained w1th liberal meuns, else such children mnst be
treated as commoun paupers and sent to our alms houses. The
purpose of the society is, and they have heretofore carried it out,
to make it a higher charity than our common institutions for the
poor; so that “the children may feel, that while they are fed,
clothed and educated, it is but the dlsehm 'ge of a debt which the
country owes to their brave fathels who penlecl a.nd lost their
lives in that country’s service.
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« A State institution, as-you suggest, onght, withount more delay,
to be provided for these needy but worthy children.”

It will be seen by the above, that a nucleus for such an
institution as is needed, already exists in the * Patriot
Orphans’ Home,” with its one hundred and thirty children
yearly supported. How easily might this benevolent
establishment be made a primary step for the work—
a “Gate called Beautiful,” if T may bhe allowed the
expression, to give entrance upon a domain worthy of
the justice, the benevolence, and the gratitude of our
State, in connection with her soldiers and their children.

In reflecting upon the future of such a memorizal of our
respect for the dead and our care,for the living; of the
vast moral and material interests embraced in its bene-
ficent objects; of the affecting spectacle itha,t will.-be-pre-
sented by those wards of liberty—the children of our
soldiers—rising up from year to year to bless their foster-
mother, the dear old Commonwealth, I cannot but feel
that those who shall succeed your Excellency will be
favored above us, in being privileged to witness the full
fruition of what we are only permitted to hope and labor
for. ’ o

The details involved in founding such an educational”
institution, will of course be left to legislative direction.
Suggestively, I would submit a few general points : -

First—Providing suitable location and buildings for the
institute. ‘

Secondly—The selection of a class of some designated
number of cadets, the children of soldiers; the power of
appointing them being vested in the Executive and
Legislative branches of the State Government.

Thirdly—The graduating term to be three years; a

[Assem. No. 148.] 2
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a class, of one-third of the whole rétiring each year, their
places to be filled by appointment as above.

Fourthly—Military drill and discipline to be a feature
of the instruction ; and graduates of the institute to be
preferred, after a certain time, and when of suitable age,
for appointment as commissioned officers of the National
Guard. '

Fifthly—Soldiers’ children to be eligible for appoint-
ment, under prescribed regulations, between the ages of
twelve and fifteen years.

Tur Fracs oF OUR STATE.

Abové all other relics and mementoes of the great strug-
gle in which New York participated (in common with her
sister commonwealths who loyally sustained our National
Uiqion), the flags borile by her citizen soldiers in the ser-
vice of the Federal government are fraught with peculiar
interest. Nine hundred of these glorious emblems of
patriotism have been placed in charge of the Bureau, and
are cherished almost as living things in the proud affec-
tions of our veterans. - The first deposit of colors was
made in accordance with aresolution adopted in Assembly
Thursday, April 23, 1863, on motion of Mr. James McLean,
of Seneca. o

- Whereas, there are now in the possession of the Adjutant-
General of this State a number of national and regimental flags,
which have been gallantly borne by our brave volunteer regi-
ments until, blood-dyed and torn, they are no longer of use in the
field ; thcrefom,

Resolved That a respectful message be sent to the honorable
the benate, inviting them to a joing mcetmo‘ with this House, to
be held in the Aascmbly Chamber on Fuday, 24th inst., at twelve
o'clock m., His KExcellency the Governor presiding, ‘when the
Adjutant-General will preseunt these - flags to the State for pre-
servation. : :

-The proceedings which ensued are recorded in the jour-
nals of the Assembly and Senate as follows:
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In Assemery, April 24th, 1863,

The hour of 12 o’clock having arrived,

Mr. Davis moved that a committes be -appointed to wait npon
the honorable the Senate and inform them that the House are
ready for joint meeting.

Mr. Speaker put the question whether the House would agree-
to said motion, aud it was determined in the affirmative.

Mr. Speaker appointed Messrs. Davis and Weaver as such com-
mittee.

Mr. Depew moved that a like committee be appointed to wait
upon the Governor.

Mr. Speaker put the question whether the House would agree
to said motion, and it was determiued in the affirmative.

Mr. Speaker appointed as such committee Messrs. Depew and
Van Buren.

Mr. Bostwick moved the appointment of a committee to waib
upon the Adjutant-General.

Mr. Speaker put the question whether the House would agree
to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative.

My. Speaker ‘appointed Messrs. Bostwick and Marshall as such
comrmittee.

At the same time corresponding proceedings took place
in the Senate, viz:

In Sevare, dprzl 24¢h, 1863,

A message was sent by the Assembly, inclosing the above reso-
lution of Mr. McLean, and :

“Mr. Smith moved that the Senate consent to the meeting pro-
posed in said resolution.

The President put.the question whether the Senate would agree
to said motion, and it was determined in the affirmative,

Mr. Davis and Mr. Weaver, a committee from the Assembly,
appeared and announced that the Assembly was now ready to
meet the Senate in joint convention, in pursuance of the resolution
heretofore adopted for the purpose of receiving on behulf of the
State the national flags in the possession of the Adjutant-General
of the State. :

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Assembly then appeared at thebm-
of the House and announced the appearance of committees of the.
House, with the Governor, the Senate and the Adjutant-General
of the State.

The Assembly rose, and the Senators took seats in front
of the Speaker’s desk, the Governor occupying. the chair,
with Lieut.-Governor David R. Floyd Jones on his right,
and the Speaker of the Assembly, the Hon. Theophilus C.
Callicot, on his left. '
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Adjutant-General Sprague then advanced to the Speak-
er’s desk, followed by seven flags, borne by members of
- his staff, amidst the enthusiastic applause of the House and
audience.

‘After the convention had been called to order by
Governor Seymour, the flags being arranged in front of
the Speaker’s desk, 4

Adjutant-General Sprague spoke as follows:

“These mute but expressive monitors speak a language of their
own, leaving but little for me to say. They come bere breathing
the fervid eloquence of patriotism, of loyalty, gullantry, fortitude,
and fldelity to our country and to the Union; they come from
battle-fields warm with the blood of our countrymen. = As this
assemblage gazes upon them, with hearts overflowing with emo-
tion, how little can those who have not.heen associated, appre-
ciate the trials and toils of those men, who bave fought under and
around these banners, contending with a fierece and vigilant foe,
who, with unrelenting prejudice ¢ and vindictive hate, are btruo-o ling

to rkstwy this G(Welnmcnt which, for so many years, has seoured
to us prosperity and hd.pplnms, and commanded the respect of the
civilized world.

* While our hearts are sad, as well as grateful, we feel a spirit
of exultation and pride that, though these banners have come back
torn, tattered and soiled, they have never been dishonored, and
have heen carried by bold, patriotic and intrepid men through the
fierce conflict, and have come forth with victory perched upon
their eagles.

u Ver_y near do these returning colors come to hearthstones of
the citizens of this State—to many within the sound of my voice.
Fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters, once followed them to the
camp, and with sorrowful, but with wilh'ng hearts, bid God speed
to those whose affections clustered around the domestic hearth-
stone.

“ Many weary days and nights have they watched the wavering |
storm of hattle, though dlstqnt but in painful reality, as its
surging wave broke at the domestic fireside. The colors have
1et11111<,d but many of the followers are left ; and as we recount
their nob]c deeds, the parents’ hearts warm Wlth a glow of grati-
tude and pride that they had a son whose noble example has won
the love of his countrymen, and who has given a guaranty of the
perpetuity of our Union. Yes! these bmmers are greeted with
warmth and affection; cherished relatives and friends have not
lived to return with them, but in their absence we embrace the
standards and kiss their eagles,

My task is done. I now commit to you, sir, as the Comman-
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dér-in-Chief of the State of New York, these banners, in compli-
ance with the request of the officers mentioned, knowing that they
will be cherished by the State as all others Wlll be, now in the
field.

“ When you and I, sir, shall have passed away—when this vast
assemblage, now heavmcr with emotion, shall be mingled with the
dust, these mementoes will live ; history will claim its triumph,
when the integrity and sacrifices of our countrymen will be appre-
ciated, understood, and 1ewarded.

“ Let there be selected by thisunited body a suitable depository ;
there let them hang, so that in time to come, when our country

is restored to its. original purity and greatness, when rebellion’

shall be crushed, our children’s children shall gather under the folds,
and with pride and enthusiasm narvate the deeds of their fathers,
and glory in the sacrifices and sorrows which achieved the resti-
tution of our country.”

General Sprague then designated the respective colors
presented, each color being waved as it was mentioned ;

after which Senator Smith offered the following reso-

lutions:

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate

and Assembly, in joint convention do hereby tender to their vol- '

unteers in the service of the United States their deepest gratitude
for the sacrifices which these patriotic men have made in leaving
their firesides and their employments at home, to sustain the
honor and integrity of the Union.

Resolved, That we will uphold our armies in the field, and
sustain at home the families and the rights and interest of our vol-
unteers in the sorvice of the United States until the Union shall
be restored, and until the flag of our country shall float again on
every fort and in every harbor, town, city, and hamlet in the
States now in rebellion against the General Government.

Lesolved, That the ﬂags which have becn this day presented
by the Adjutant-General, in the presence of the Executive and
Legislative departments of this State, and which have been so
gallanily borne in battle, be accepted and placed among the
archives of the State in the Bureau of the Military Statistics, now
in charge of Col. Doty, and be preserved as memorials of that
eternal vwﬂ*mce which is. the price of liberty.

Resolved That a copy of these resolutions, and of the proceed-
ings of this joiut convention of the Senate and Assembly, be trans-
mitted, by his Excellency the Governor, to the commandant of each
regiment and separate corps or battalion of volunteers from this
State, now in the gervice of the United States.
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Mr. Folger, Senator from the Twenty-sixth (Ontario)

 distriet, said:

Your Excellency—I should have preferred to have sat here, a
sad and silent spectator of these interesting proceedings, rather
than to have taken an active participation in them ; for, to my
mind, the sensations excited by the scene we now bebold, are.
sorrowful and despondent.

I have seen many flags of regiments go out of this State to the
seat of war, attractive and beautiful in the shining lustre of their

O
silken folds, and the glitter of their untarnished eagles, and

‘doubly attractive and beautiful from the heartfelt aspirations for

sticcess which went with them, and the hallowed associations
which clung to them as symbols of our country’s nationality. I
have seen them go out, borne by the young and gallant, the
ardent in their coun’rrys cause, and surrounded by the friends
and relatives of the departing brave, and fanned by the cheers

-and hearty God-speeds of the community which they were leaving.

Such a scene had much of exciting exultation in 1t. It seemed,
that going in so just a cause, borne by such brave and patllotlc

-youth and favored by the good wishes and prayers of such loyal

communities, that they went only to certain and speedy-victory.
But never, until to-day, have I seen any of these colors come
baclk, frayed aund torn by the rude elements, and pierced by the
rnder hostile missile, and with blood spots and battle rents upon
them, They cone baok but not in the hands which carried them
forth ; not surrounded by the stout hearts who left with them,
and who defended them in many a day of peril ; but they come
in the hands of strangers to all their eventful history, and sur-
rounded by those who have shed no blood and dared no peril in
their defence,

And, sir, it is difficult, in the rush of feeling which fills the
heart, to control one’s impulses, and to collect such words and
sentiments as are appropriate to be uttered and used in this place
on such an occasion ; for, as your Adjutant-General has read the
stories of these ﬂ'mrs, and uttered the familiar names of the
bloody fields whero they have been so gallantly upheld and
pushed forward, and has related the fate of the brave wen
who have borne them, thought after thought, and memory
after memory, of those whom I have known, who have -
laid down their lives in this fierce war, have fallen into my niind,
until, like a vase of water, into whlch pebbles are slowly and
sﬂcnt]y dropped, my surcharged heart has near run over at
my eyes. And high above all the applauding uproar with
which this chamber is filled, there comes a sound from every
city and village, and lnmlet and cross-road, and solitary farm-
house, in all this broad commonwealth which flls my ear and
penetrates my soul. It is the wail of women, and the sadder,
deeper accompaniment of the sob of men ; it is the wail of the
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widow, and of the fatherless, and of the childless, and of the
bereaved in cvery relation of life; it is America weeping for her
children and refusing to be comforted because they are not.

Oh! my countryl truly the great and awful God has laid his
heavy hand in hot displeasure upon thee, and it needs a sublime
faith in his far-seeing and far-ordaining Providence to lock on
through the lencrthenmﬂ vista, shot athwart by the storm ot bat-
tle, and dim with shower of blood, and to see in the far distance a
re-established Union, a restored (Jonqtn;utlon a renewed nation-
ality, fresh of life and pure from wrong.

You, sir, will recollect, familiar as you are with all classic allu-
sion, the verse of the Latin poet, that sentiments sent through
the ear, more slowly affect the mind, than impressions sub3ected
to the hvely eyes.”” Thus we, who have remained at home, and
ever since these hostilities berrcm, ave heard and read of the suf-
ferings, the heroic actions and detsrmined valor of our soldiers,
have, perhaps supposed that we appreciated them and realized
the wearing trials, the days and nights of toil and exposure, and
the imminent peril of the battle ﬁeld thick-set with the chances
of death. But the sight of these tattered and blood-stained col-
ors, in which we may perceive what the elements have done, and
what the bullet has done upon them, brings home more vividly
than any written or spoken words, the trmls and the bravery of
the devoted men who have horne them through many a field of
battle, and defended them from many a fierce assault. Silent they
stand here before us, but they tell a tale which stirs the imagina-
tion more than any recital. .

~And, sir, tarnished in their material substance, and battered as
they are, with their gloss and glitter long since gone, they have
a glory and alustre far greater than tongue can express. - Look-
ing at them, and 1'ec'tlhno' to mind the names of those fields of
hu'om steadfastness and Lhrmg where «they have been planted
and maintained, the soul swells, as if with a share of the lofty
gallantry of the men who stood beneath and about them, and
dared death, and often met death, to preserve them from disgrace,
and to add to their honor and renown; and the soul goes out, in
great gratitude to the men who, zealous and patriotic, have filled the
ranks of the nation’s armies, and stood her living bulwarks in the
time of her sore trial. 'We revere the wemory of the soldiers of
the Revolution ; we honor the soldiers of the later war with Bri-
tuin ; and I fondly believe, that in the coming era, the generations
shall be taught in equal measure to revere and honor the soldiers
~of the Constitution, the defe,ndels of the nationality of the rrreater
‘commonwealth

And, sir, this scene teaches us a lesson by which we here, as
1‘ep1'esentatlvcs and public servants, may well profit. We have
Dbeen engaged during the session, now about to close, in fierce
party strife, and in strenuous struggle for mere personal inte-
rests, and hzwe too much neglected those graver matters and more
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vital questions, which the perils and sufferings of the nation should
have forced upon us. It is well, that in these last days of the
session, these silent monitors should come to shame us, and to
admonish us that we ave engaged in a struggle that should unite
all men, to the abuegation of party and of private interests, in the
defence of a common country ; and that, abandoning party strife,
and laying aside personal matters and aims, we should emulate
the devotion of the brave men who have borne these flags through
the fields of real hattle. Let us take this lesson to heart, aud
while we at home can but feebly realize the trials and the dan-
gers of those who are actively engaged in this fearful strife, let us,
so far as in our power is, labor here for the same end to which
they are devoted, the salvation of the country, the re-establish-
ment of the Union, and the preservation of our nationality. Thus
may we best honor the noble men who have filled our armies and
sustaihed the glory of our arms. .

T second the motion that these resolutions be adopted. :

Hon. T. C. Fields, of New York, said :

Your Excellency—I think that every member of this joint con-
vention of the Legislature of the State of New York,-and every
one of this vast conconrse of interested spectators, will recognize
the truth, the beauty, and the pertinency of the soul-stirring
remarks made by the Adjutant General, and of the polished and
feeling response of the accomplished Senator. But, sir, there is
not an individual who has witnessed this sad, solemn and impres-
sive ceremony, but must feel that while these war-wrecked and
blood-stained banners..come to us as symbols of the bravery of
the patriotic men who have gone forth from their homes to fight
the battle for the Union, and tell us mutely but eloquently the
thrilling story of the fierce and cruel strife through which they
have been borne with so much honor and devotion—they come
to us, alse, as paintul evidence that our beloved country, once so
great, so prosperous and so noble; the home of freedom, the
nursery of the arts, tie hope of the oppressed, the model Govern-
ment of the world—is shaking and reeling and rocking in the
very throes of agony and dissolution. We should read the solemn
lesson of this scene with but slight advantage, did we fail to be
impressed with this serrowful fact. - Let us, then, here, to-day, as
American itizens gathered in presence of a joint convention of
the Legislature of the leading State in the Union, presided over
by a Governor who lives in the hearts of the people, and whose
noble sentiments have stirred the soul of the nation—Iet us here,
to-day, renew and reconsecrate our devotion to our country. Let
us, to-day, solemnly declare, what every man here present feels
in the inmost depths of his "heart, that we will support the
Government; in all constitutional, proper and végorous measures to
prosecute this war for the suppression of a wicked rebellion, the
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restoration of the Union, and the vindication of the Constitution
and the laws!

Let us pledge ourselves, that whatever we have of strength, of
-energy, of intellect, of ability, we will bring it here to-day, and
lay it upon the altar,’ and consecrate it to the service of our
country | But while we do this, let us upon the bended knees of
our broken hearts, beseech the God who rules over our beloved
and stricken land, that He will again, and speedily, reunite us as
one people and one Government ; that, stretching forth His hand
in mercy, and not in wrath, He will calm the angry passions of
the human heart, and say to the ficree waves of stnfe——“Peace,
be stili 1”7

Lieut. Gov. Jones, President of the Senate, said :

Your Excellency and Gentlemen of the Senate and Assembly-—
At this stage of the proceedings, allow me to read the following.
Dbeautiful poem, from the pen of one of America’s most accom-
plished and fuvorite poets, Alfred B. Street:

OUR UNION.

Our Union, the gift of our fathers!

In wnth roars the tempest above!
The darker and nearer our danger,

The warmer and closer our love.
Though stricken, it never shall perish;

It bends, but not breaks to the bhst,
Foes rush on in fury to rend it,

But we will stand true to the last.

Our Union, ordained of Jehovah!

- Man gets not the flat aside;

As well cleave the welkin asunder
As the one mighty system divide.

The grand Mississippi sounds ever,
From pine down to palm, the decree;

The spindle, the corn, and the cotton,
One peean shout, Union! to thee!

N Our Union, the lightning of battle

First kindled the flame of its shrine !

The blood and the tears of our people
Have made it forever divine.

In battle we then will defend it!
Will fight till the triumph is won!

Till the States form the realm of the Union
Ag the sky forms the realm of the sun.

Governor Seymour said:

Gentlemen of the Senate and Assembly—I can add by no words
of mine to this impressive and solemn scene. You have heard
from a representative of the Senate, and from a member of the
‘Assembly of the State. You have listened to the earnest words
of one who, himself a soldier, can with so much truth and elo-
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quence depict the dangers and heroism of a soldier’s life. You
have heard, too, the beautiful thought and musical language of the
poet. But above all, you have seen the banuers, which, but a
short time since, were carried forth in all their brightness and
their beauty, borne by stalwart men, who went out from their
happy homes to fight the battles of their country, brought back to
us blood-stained and torn, and telling us more eloquently than can
any language, of the heroism and devotion of their defenders.

Alas | for the unreturning brave ! Alas! that so few of those
who fought beneath the folds of these flags, are left to tell their
‘history as they come forth from the terrible strife defaced and
tattered, but more dear to us than in their original brightness-and
beauty. ' ’

I will not weakeun the effect of this touching and impressive
ceremony by any further remarks. May Almighty God, in His
goodness, grant that the heavy sacrifices we have made, may not
be in vain; but that with patriotism quickened and elevated by
the tiiuls we have undergone, we may be taught to better appre-
ciate and more faithfully discharge the duties of American
citizens ; and may He, who holds all nations in the hollow of His
hand, pardoning our many sins, restore to us our glorious and
beloved Union, so that we may again enjoy the blessings of
peace, beneath a Government reifvigorated and strengthened by
the deep sorrows and the fierce struggle through which it has

. passed. L oo ' ‘

Gentlemen of the Senate and Assembly, it now only remains
for me to put the question upon the resolutions presented to this
joint convention by Senator Smith.

The vresolutions were then, hy a ananimous vote,
adopted. : ,
Hon. Gilbert Dean, of New York, said:

Your Excellency—I have heen a silent spectator of this
impressive ceremony, and would have remained so, but for the
omission of any provision for the official publication of what has
here occurred. The invdluntary tribute paid in tears, so freely
shed by manly eyes, at the sight of these torn and soiled emblems
of American nationality, attest the deep and ineradicable devotion
of our people to their Government, and demand that a record
should be made of the event.

The brave men who, at the summons of honor and of duty,
have gone forth to uphold the national authority, should know
the sentiments of the people of the State, as embodied and
expressed at its Capitol. -

Here, to-day both branches of the Legislature, representing the
entire people, in the presence of the Executive of their choice, and
with his concurrence, have gsolemnly and unanimously resolved that
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~whatever differences may exist as to the causes of the present
position ofpubhc affairs—as to the manner of conducting the war—
or the propriety of this or that administrative measur e-—under 1o
circumsiances can or will the State of New York consent lo a disso-
lutton of this Union. (Applanse.) That to prevent it every
energy shall be exerted, and illimitable means and unbounded
resources of the State shall be applied. Let this solemn declara-
‘tion, and the mammer in which these flags have been received, be
read by the officer in his quarters ; by the soldier on his Ionely
picket post, or by the light of his camp fire. It will cheer and
encourage ; it will utnnu]ute the heart and nerve the arm, as it
tells to each that, while his toils and sacrifices are appreciated,
~aird his memory cherished at home, the ohject for which he forfeits -
~domestic comfort and imperils life is the noblest that ever sum-
moned christian soldier to the field—Nartowat, Unrry—that,
though in the struggle he may fall, yet the sacr ed symbol passed
~from dying hands to surviv ing comrades will be preserved, red
with patriot blocd, effulgent with the glorious dchlevements
of a citizen SO]dler, and will be deposited in the archives of the
State, there to be preserved among its choicest treasures,

Governor Seymour then declared the joint cdonvention
dissolved, and the Governor, the ‘Adjuta,nt General and
Senate withdrew from the chamber. "

Hon. James Darcy, of Kings, when the House was again
called to order, said :

Mr. Speaker-—In honor of the proceedings of the joint conven-
tion, I move that the Hnuse now take a recess till 4 o’cloek.

The motion was unanimously agreed to, and the House
took a recess. '

On the 28th of April, 18656, a resolution was presented
in the Assembly, by Mr. J. L. Parker, of Cayuga, and
adopted as follows:

Tiesolved (if the Senate concur), That the flags of New York
volunteer regiments deposited in the Burean of Militar y Statistics,
be publicly plesented on the Fourth of.July next, and that His
'Excelleucy, the Governor, be and he hereby is 1equested to
receive them on behalf of the State at that time.

L2esolved, That the Chief of the said Bureau be directed and he
hereby is directed, to prepare a brief history of such flags, to be
used on that occasion, and that he also prepare an account of the
‘proceedings on that occasion, including the brief histories, and
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that 1,500 copies thereof, in pamplﬁet form, be printed, 1,000 for
the Legislature and 500 for the Chief of Bureau.

The joint resclution was concurred in by the Senate
on the same day, and preparations were promptly made to
carry its provisions into effect.

In response to invitations to be present upon this occa-
sion, letters were received from Lieut.-General Winfield
Scott, Maj.-Generals John E. Wool, John A. Dix, Joseph
Hooker, H. W. Slocum, Jno. S. Rawlins, and H. E. Davies,
., and Col. John T. Sprague, of the army, and from Vice-
Admiral D. G. Farragut of the navy. Invitations were
also replied to by Judges of the Court of Appeals, officers
of the State, Members of the Legislature, and others.

The letters of Gen. Scott and Admiral Farragut are
subjoined: o

Wesr Poivt, N. Y., June 80, 1865.
To His Excellency R. E. Fenrox, Governor of New York:
Dear Sir—I am sensibly affected by your kind and flattering
invitation to be present, at Albany, on the approaching National
Anniversary, to witness the consecration to fame of the New York
flags, which her noble volunteers:bore in triumph, in concert with
the troops of other conservative States, over so many bloody
fields up to the full restoration of our glorious Union. Please
accept mmy apology for declining the honor tendered me, for,
though slowly improving in he.ﬂth I am still wanting in the
" strength to bear mnch futigue of body or excitement of mind.
With high 1espcct
T have the honor to be
Your Excellency’s ob’t servant,
WINFIELD SCOTT.

BroorrLyN Navy Yarp, June 29, 1865,
To L. L. Dory, Ohief of Bureau:

Owing to the uncertainty of my movements, your kind invita-
tion to be present at the return of the regimental flags to the pub-
lic authorities of the State, only reached me yeste1day, and found
me already engaged by the mayor of Boston, to be present at the
4th July celebration there. Will you there efore accept this excuse
for my not being at Albany on so interesting an occasion, and will
you please oxprebs my thanks to His E Dxcellency, Gov. Fenton,
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and to the Legislature for the honor they have bestowed upon me
by the invitation. Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
D. G. FARRAGUT,
Vice-Admiral.

The ceremony of presenting the Flags to His Excel-
lency, the Governor, was conducted in connection with
the public celebration of the Anniversary of American
Independence by the Young Men’s Association of Albany,
in a spacious building erected for that purpose on Wash-
ington Parade Ground. The stage was occupied by Gov-
ernor Fenton and Staff, and Members of the Legislature,
and by the following, among other invited guests, viz:

Licutenant General U. S. GranT and S:aff; Major-Generals
Joux E. Woor, Lewis WALLACE, JupsoN KILPATRICK, JOHN A.
ScrorFieLp, Davinn Burrerrrerp, Danizn E. Sickres, Joan J.
Prck, James B. Ricxerrs, Jouy Tayrer Coorer-; Brig. Generals
James C. Roerrs, Wirriam CoasweLr, Jonn C. Rozivson, Part-
rick H. Jowes, Ira Sravrping, SamueL H. Roperts, Avcusrus V.
Kaurz, Tromas C. Devin, Jonx T. Spracue, Judges Hexry E.
DAVIPS, Prarr Porrer and WinLiam W, CAMPBELL.

The exercises were opened with prayer by Rev. J. Liv-
ingston Reese. Gen.J. Meredith Read, jr., read the Decla-
ration of Independence, and Maj. Gen. Daxrer BurrErR-

FIELD then delivered the address

GENERAL BUTTERFIELD’S ADDRESS.

Your Excellency, Senators, Members of Assembly and Citizens -

T am requested to present you thesc flags in behalf of your sol-
diers, who have borne them with courage and honor in the
changing fortunes of battle. Many of these regiments are not
rcplescntcd heve save by these and the joy that fls our hearts at
the success of our arms, for of that success they are part.

Their heroic deeds would fill volumes. Time will not permit
that I should recount them here. The brave hearts that vielded
life whilst bearing these bauners in defense of hbu-t_y, the
majesty of the law, the safety, honor and welfare of the country,
are buried on every field of our recent counflict. From the Sus-
quehanna to the Potomac, from the Potomac to the James, from
the James to the Roanoke, from the Shenandoah to the Cumber-.
land, from the Cumberland to the Tennessee ; through the Mis-
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sissippi Valley, east and west, to the Alabama and Rio Grande,
from the Tennessee to the Ch‘lttahoochle, from the Chattahoochie
“to the Savannah, and from the Savannah back to the Roanoke—
the mighty rivers that flow to the Gulf and Atlantic—have been
crimsoned with patriot blood. The plains, the valleys and the
mountaiu sides hold the honored dead who fought our battles.
Their names and fame are recorded for all time in the archives of
your government ; their memories are.enshrined in the hearts of
a grateful people. ‘

These standurds are returned, battle-scarred, hallowed by the
blood of your patriot sons—a precious treasure, a priceless
legacy, for they shall tell your children’s children of manhood
and Imtrmtxam risiag in their might to sustain the right. These
are glorious insignia 2 of the hmhcst devotion and sacrifice of. man
for man, of man For country. "I need not ask you to cherish them
proudly. I may ask you, since by the aid of Almighty God, the
valor of our arms has achieved such signal success, that you
cherish them without revenge, clierish them-—only as proud
momentoes of the triumph of vight.

The war is at an end.  That ln ave and nohle chieftain who led
our armies to victory in the field, preseribed the terms by which
the conquered foe might rest. Vested with full power, where
war by force of arms had superseded civil law, your chosen
gencral told the fallen enemy : * Lay down your arms, obey the
law, and war shall end—you are unmolested during good
behavior.” Do yon ask vengeance ? The brave are ever
generous. Vengeance for the Dest blood of our youth spilled
beneath the folds of these historic bamners! Then hid the
disarmed foe to live amid the scenes of desolation and woe
wrought by his treason—to live with the horrible recollection of
thousands of brave, loyal mien brought to nakedness, hunger,
famine, idioey and death by their cruel imprisonment. Thus to
live only to pray for death’s relief from such a life.

The names of those traitors, who, children of our common
conntry—eduncated, trained and nurtured by it—honored with its
sword, bound to it by manhood’s oath-~the names of these shall
‘go down forever in your history, companions in infamy with
Benediet Arnold. They are punished. Let them go. Rather
then the implied faith and lonor of the nauon should be b?'olbeu,
better all should escape.

The offended mujesty of the civil law may deal justly with
those traitors, who, honored with place and power at the hands
of an innoceut, cunhdmo' people, used these gifts for years to
pl.mt the germ of tlcaqon, iu the vain d.btempt to overthrow

his govemment that slavery, despotism and sin might thrive
upou its ruin.  Saddoned hearts and lonely hearth'stones in
our land, mourning our martyred chief and fallen  heroes,
vietims alilke of such treason, ask rather in sorrow thaan in
anger, that these should mect with justice, a .warning to those
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who would hereafter force civilized government from the
hands of a free people, to rest upon bayonets, “ bed rock”
of that civilization where men are no longer free.

All wars are waged for principle or interest, Adherincr to
the prinziples in defense of which we have drawn the sword
let us turn to reconciliation and the arts of peace, and reverence
these glorious war-worn flags as. mementoes of the power and
will of the people, the crlozy of our arms, the saved and sacred
honor of our country.

To you who tread the paths of polities and State, the fuithful
soldiers of the Republic, fresh from the field of vietory and
fame; now rvestore banners and bayonets, cmblems of renown
and glories won,

As you assume the ‘weighty l‘é‘Sp()l]bll)lllllOS shifted from the
field to the forum, look at these and give us order and rest—
look at these and be grateful that our country has passed through
such an ordeal to come forth strong, vigorous -and powel ful, even
as gold purified by five.

, To those who would urge you to think of commerce destroyed
by foreign aid and comfort, furnished.with the hope to overthrow
‘oul government, say to them that we are gainers, if such acts give
rules for our future guidance—or better, tell them that a free and
powerful nation, conscious of its strength, wars not for pelf or

~passion, but for principle; that a generous approciation of the .

honest hearts, whose sympathics were and ever are with peoples
or nations that strive for fr eedon, effaces all recollection of the
sordid, grasping wretches, that wuuld trade oven over the grave
of liberty.

Do some, elated with our success, urge new vwars # Tell them
the terrible cost of war—say to them that did these emblems,
wreathed with glory, speak only of valor and saccess in arms, as
the lesson of the war, twould he too dearly bought ; that above
and heyond this thev speak of man’s capacity for 0‘1‘0 atest free-
dom. . They speak of burdens assumed in every (‘1ty, village and
hamlet by our people. They tell the earnestness, the tvi ials, the
energy and devotion of patriotie men in civil power and life, who
never fultered, never yielded from duty’s path, that self-govern-

ment might be forovel fixed.

This is no man’s triumph, but a people’s will, and a nation’s
fame. Unhallowed ambition guins nothing ; honor rests only
with those who have placed their country and the right before
all else. The full. measnre of our success ends not with our
ocean-bound limits. Freedom—prize of manhood’s heart in every
clime—breathes new life, gives renewed hope, and lives for all
time.

This trinmph gives to future ages a living monument, carved
not in brass or stone, but perpetuated in the souls of all to whom

are given mind’s light—'tis this—God gives triumpl only o the
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right. Bver veading this in every living star and line of these
glorious flags, let us be content with the results.

In the glorious future that lies before the conntry, redeemed
and strengtened by trial, you will surély give to these banners an
honored place in your halls—to those who return them to you,
the warm welcome of love ayd recognition—to those who have
fullen in their defense, tears of gratitude, with imperishable fame.

¢¢ Oh, mothers, sistors, daughters, spare the toars ye fain would shod;
Who seem to dic in such a cause, yo onnnot call thom dend;

They live upon the lips of men, in picturo, bust and song,

And nature folds them in her heart and koeps them safe from wrong.”?

‘The Presentation Address was replied to by His Excei-
lency, Gov. R. E. Fenton, as follows . ' |

Governor Fenron's RESPONDING ADDRESS.

Sadly, yet proudly, I receive in behalf of the State these
ensigns of our patriot soldiers—these emblems of a nation’s life
and manhood. These banners are eloquent evidences of the un-
wearied fidelity and unconguerable love of Union and Liberty of
the soldiers of New York. They speak the silent yet impressive
language of a nation’s redemption and destiny. Under their folds
our brothers pledged eternal devotion to country, and leaving the
comforts and endearments of home, they went forth to assert the
supremacy of the institutions the fathers hud established, and to
maintain them against treason's great conspiracy. s

Tradition and the faithful chronicler of events will embalm the-
sublime trnth, that the citizen soldier of the army of the Republic
s the grandest embodiment of intelligence, patriotism and bra-
very the world has yet developed. A

By them the great experiment of self-government has been set-
tled for all people, in ail counfries beneath the sun. Our man-
hood has been elevated and strengthened, and liberty and popular
institutions everywhere recognized as a permanent outgrowth of -
Awecrican destiny. We now enter upon a higher and nobler
thought. We stand out from the common-track of bhistory—we
rise ubove the best conditions of the past six thousand years, and
write a new chapter in the social and political affairs of man,

All honor to the great General who led in triumph, to all the
noble officers and men, by land and sea, who stoed firm and
uncomplaining amid the terrible strife, and thanks to the tried
patriotism of the people who sustained, upheld and cheered them
thronghout the hard duties of the struggle. Forever let the
memory of the heroes who fell remain with us. Forever remem-
ber with gratitude those who sacrificed, snffeved or lost.

On this anniversary day-—the day our fathers proclaimed the
great truths upon which a nation laid its foundation—it is most
proper we should assemble and re-declare our attachment to these
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principles, and our gratitude to the men who have not only sus-
tained, but advanced the standards of the Republic, and opened
to us a new career of greater freedom.

- Rarely has it oceurred in the history of other nations, that the
grand idea, the sublime purpose, which the Supreme Ruler of the
affairs of men had steadily kept in view, has subdued the passions

“and inspired the thoughts of the combatants themselves.

Nearly every page of histo1y' has its records of strife, turmoil
and bloodshed, often continuing for long periods, with little inter-
mission, in whmh for the time being, no crleat principle of human-
ity seems to be involved. Pelsonal ambltlon territorial aggran-
dizement, and religious fanaticism, have each in turn offered an
excuse for the aggressious of power upon weakness.

People have fou«rht blindly against present despotism, or
nations as blindly for national emsteuce, ennobled by no exalted
idea of human rights, and encouraged by no abiding faith in the
grand primal tr uth that justice is born of God and must prevail.
It is only when ages have passed, that the broadest intellects,
aided by the philoaophy of history, discover in this chaotic tur-
‘moil the purposes of Providence in the affuirs of the human race.

How different the conflict in which this nation has been engaged !
To each generation has been vouchsafed the seed-time and harvest
of the plmcxples it has sought to establish. The germ of veli-
gious and political freedom; planted at Plymouth Rock, extended
slowly at fivst, but steuchly overspread the whole land. In less
than seven years from the enunciation of the sublime doctrine of
civil rights, in the Declaration of Independence—seven years of
blo()dy war, in which a nation, few in numbers, but strong in their
cause, stlugtrled with a poxvelful mother countr _y———and the suc-
cess of every hope was attained. The seeds of civil liberty, sown
in strife and watered with blood, gave us the harvest which we
have been reaping for eighty peaceful years.” What a gathering
of liberal sentiment it has been'! What national prosperity has
been ours! But if the elements of our strength grew rapidly
under the auspices of the unparalleled freedom of onr institutions,
80 likewise did the elements of weakness. You need no recital of
events—no attempts at history. It is sufficient to say that while

“one half the nation turned all its energies to the acquisition of
- wealth, the other half sought for power. Iach pursued its object
with such steadiness of purposc and blind zeal, that in the end
the North was banker for the South, and the South became the
~ keeper of the Northern political consciences. The events of the
day are familiar to you all. Then came this dreadful war. The
wealth which the North had labored for with such eagerness; was -
poured out by the thousands of millions, and the noblest blood
flowed like water, that we might regain the keeping of our con-
sciences and the right to assert the dearest civil and political
privileges. This. is "the great victory over which we rejoice to-

[Assem. No, 148.] 3



34 Frirra ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

day. The right to think and to act ap to-our highest conceptions-
of truth and . justice. It is success in this cause which surrounds
these frayed and tattered bamnners with a glory which no other
victory could give ; it enobles thé heroism of their brave defend-
ers and gives crowns of martyrdom to those who fell beneath their
shadows.

We will not, however, claim too much for.ourselves. ~Let us
acknowledge the ooodness of God, whose providences are mani-
fost in all our histor y. Let us not forget that the Puritans, them-
selves the apostles of religious fleedom were pcrsecuted for
righteousness’ sake. The first blows of the ‘Revolution were struck
not solely for freedom, hut against despotism. ¥our years ago the
instinets of self-preservation marshaled our first armies against
organized rebellion, not for the doctrine of human rights.  But
we were not compelled, as other nations have been, to grope our

way in darkneéss, blind to the purposes of the Almlo'hty, till not
only lives were lost, but whole generations had passed away and
nationalities grown declepld 'midst scenes of constant and unhope-
ful strife. Witness how in this last, the grandest struggle in our
history, if not in all history, we were almost compelled to take
the higher ground!

These bcmnerb, advanced in so just a canse as that of national
unity and integrity, went forward seldom, faltered often, and were
sometimes beaten back. Not until the divine right of freedom to
all men was proclaimed, centering in them the hopes of manhood
everywhere, and blinoinu to them the prayers of every christian

- people, did they go forth in an almost uninterrupted eourse from

victory to v1ct01y

And now the noblest eulogy we can pronounce upon their
brave defenders is, not merely that they have given release from
strife, but they have uprooted the elements of civil discord+—not
that they have protected our rights only, but they have enfran-
chised a downtrodden race—not that they have preserved our
ancient Constitution only, but they have founded Constitution and
government anew in the principles of eternal justice.

The flags were then presented with brief histories, after
which came the oration by Rev. E. H. Chapin. We copy
the following eloquent extracts from the discourse, in
allusion to our gallant soldiers and the colors which they
bore: '

Welcome soldiers, heroes, sons and defenders of the Republic.
Welcome the general and commander of our army, whose name
need not be spoken, whose deeds have made mere eulogy pre-
sumptuous. We welcome him, in whose clear and compre-

hensive mind from the first was printed the map of the entire
campaign, and who, “fighting it out on the line” of his steady
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purpose, has covered that map with the results. We welcome,
him in whom the genius of military achievement is seconded by
the genius of a marvelous patience; in whom the modesty of the.
man, > and the patriotism of the citizen, lend lustre even to the

fame of the soldier. His welcome, not only now, but in all
coming time, is as wide and sure as are the liberty and Union

which he has so triumphantly served.

And we Welcome, also, this long line of heroic chieftains, who
will stand in historic renown as a chain of mountain peaks on
whose summits the sunlight rests.

And with these, we welcome every faithful leader, every
soldier—natives of our own land, natives of every land—who
have poured and mingled their blood to complete the priceless.
pledge, the eusanvumed heraldry of those great privileges which,
are for all nations.

This is a welcome that will be sounded to-day all over the.
land. Every loyal State of this Union will give welcome to-day
to its bronzed and scarred and crippled Sons and will proudly
gather up for the- c()ntemplat.lon of other gencrations the.
memorials of their service and their famo ; gather them up, not
in the temper of sectional exclusiveness, but with the consecrating
thought that the gifts and sacrifices of each have secured the wel.
fare of the whole ; ; that the blood and treasure of the State have
preserved the life of the nation. In this spirit we recall the
efforts and the contributions by which New York has been
distinguished in this war. Stop one moment at the first item, and
consider how much liberty costs as it grows, and how its labors,
increase as its area widens. ‘ The entire'number of Washington’s
army, rank and file, present and fit for duty,” on the 12th of June
immediately preceded the 4th of July, 1776, was about seven
‘thousand, This was the host that was to support the Declaration
of Independence. The number which the State of New York
alone has sent into the field, to maintain and confirm the principles
of that Declaration, amounts to nearly five hundred thousand men.

And where have these men been, and what have they done ?
Ask those flags, and they will tell the story. REnumerate the
bloodiest fields, the most decisive victories of the war, and how
few will you find where New York soldiers have not fought—
where New York soldiers have not fallen! Follow their foot-
steps where Grant has led and triumphed; where Sherman has
marched and conquered; where Sheridan has struck like light-
ning ! Let the testimony to their valor and their achieve-
ment speak from Cedar Mountain and Lookout Mountain, from
Antietam and Gettsyburg, from Coal Harbor, from Ringgold
and Hope Church, from Peach Tree Creek, from the Wilderness,
from Fort Flshel, from Atlanta, from bavannah from conflicta
even to name which would be an oration, from the first hour of
the war to the last, from the bloody day of Baltimore to the sur-
render of Lee and Johnson, And has it ever been considered that






