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HEADQUARTERS A R T I L L E R Y BRIGADE, "j 
TWENTIETH CORPS, J. 

SAVANNAH, G A . , January 20th, 1865. I 
I suppose' it must appear to you that I am somewhat at fault for 

my delay in writing to you ; but, as you will remember, the last 
letter I had the pleasure of receiving from you reached me about 
the time we entered the city of Atlanta, and immediately after 
the capture of that place I was detached from the battery as 
inspector of artillery of the corps, and for some weeks I was 
much engaged in organizing my department. 

About the time I got ready to write yon a good long letter oil 
our campaign from Chattanooga, Hood had broken our communi­
cations, and they were scarcely regained when we were on our 
way towards the ocean. Here, then, is perhaps the first favorable 
opportunity I have had to write to you since we approached the 
city of Atlanta. Allow me to hope that you are in good health. 
I am gratified to know tha,t the Republican party has triumphed 
in the State, notwithstanding the efforts of New York city to defeat 
that result, as I think I see in it the assurance that the co-opera­
tion of the State with the National Government, at this time so 
necessary, will be much more cordial and efficient. I should like 
very much to give you some, account of our recent campaign 
through this State, which although not of high interest as regards 
any conflict of arms we may have had, yet in political incident 
and information, rich in encouraging results. But I do not dare 
to attempt to write at length on the subject now, as time would 
compel me to bring it to an abrupt and unsatisfactory end. I 
make remark, however, that nowhere throughout all the States in 
which I have campaigned has the general character and appear­
ance of the people pleased me more. They are without any of 
that unmeaning bitterness which I have joined to characterize the 
people of Virginia and elsewhere. Those of them whose preju­
dices and confidence are still for the Confederate Government, 
express their opinions and preferences with moderation and cour­
tesy, willing to give the North credit for ns much honesty and 
sincerity as they claim for themselves, whilst no small number of 
the very best people in the State are, I believe, honestly and 
heartily for the Government of the United States, but have been 
unable to stem the tide which swept the State out of the Union. 
The secessionists had in the beginning, in this as in other States, 
this great advantage over those who were loyal to the government, 
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the former had organization and knew their strength, -whilst the 
latter were unorganized, and unable to effect any in time to resist 
the torrent, for each man was afraid to trust his neighbor so far as 
to compare their sentiments, lest perchance he should find in him 
an enemy, and this paralyzing want of confidence exists to this 
day. 

A gentleman from Mississippi, once high in political life 
under the old government, and whom I met in the capital of 
Georgia, assured me of these facts. He, foolish man, had been 
fleeing before our army for two years, until finally being out of 
funds to carry him farther, we caught up with him in Milledge-
ville. He, like many others in the South, had imagined that he 
was a man of such high importance, that if our government ever 
caught him, it would be necessary for its safety that he should be 
hung. Well, we got him, and we didn't hang him, nor flay him 
alive, nor roast him on a spit, nor anything of the kind. Indeed, 
the only insult we offered him was a glass of commissary whiskey, 
and remarkable as it may appear, although the insult was repeated 
several times, he not only did not challenge us, but rather seemed 
to like the insult. And when we parted from him the next morn­
ing, he not only lived, but even his little chickens lived, and he 
swore upon his honor that he was always a Union man. 

The lower classes who have always been content to live peace­
fully, earning their bread by the sweat of their brow, but whose 
fate it has been to do most of the fighting, and who mourn above 
all others their countless slain, these widowed and orphaned ones-
pray constantly for peace at any price. Indeed. I am fully satis­
fied that when>a proper occasion offers, no State of the Confederacy 
Tvill submit more cordially to the government of the United States, 
than Georgia. It has been considered to the prejudice of many 
of these people, that when our army passes through their country, 
or is quartered among them, that they do not take a more decided 
stand in favor of the Union. I do not think they are to be blamed 
very much on this account, as we all know how frequently it has 
happened that places from which the enemy has been driven, our 
army has again been compelled to evacuate, and the enemy has 
re-occupied, and the re-occupation by the enemy is at once signal­
ized by taking vengeance against every man who has shown him­
self friendly to our army and government. The power of the 
Confederate government must be first broken, and these people 
must feel themselves entirely and permanently safe under our pro-
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tectioti, before they can be expected boldly and openly to come 
out in favor of restoration of the national authority. The present 
condition of the Georgians wil l illustrate this. Suppose that they, 
throughout the different counties of the State, hold meetings in 
favor of returning to the Union, the result will be that Hood, as 
he retires from before Thomas, will sweep through the State, 
driving before him every man who takes part in such measures— 
whilst in his wake the heavens are lighted up with the flame of 
their burning homes, and we have no army that could give them 
immediate protection. M y impression is therefore, that the quiet * 
population should be treated with much forbearance, and that the 
great'energies of the government should be devoted rather to the 
destruction of the organized armies of the Confederacy, than to an 
attempt at any abortive or unstable organization of State govern­
ment. 

When, by the destruction of Confederate power, this people 
shall again feel themselves freemen, the world will be astonished 
to see with what earnestness and rapidity they themselves will set 
about the work of reorganization. 

But enough of politics for the present. Georgia is certainly a 
very fine State, yet even her richest valleys do not compare with 
the second class lands of the northern and western States. Her 
waters are pure, and the climate of the northern and central por­
tion of the State, at any season of the year, cannot be excelled. 
Yenemous reptiles, although they have been said to abound, I 
have seen but very few, unless I except some few Secesh women, 
(I beg you will pardon the comparison), but I have seen some 
throughout the southern States, who, in the indulgence of their 
impotent rage, so entirely unsex themselves, as to lose all title to 
the respect of man. These are generally of that class, whose means 
have been such as not to make them yet feel very heavily, if at 
all, any of the privations which so oppress the masses of the people. 
They have had, perhaps, no husband or brother or son killed in 
battle, by which any tenderness of nature, which might be latent 
in. them, could be awakened, and thinking only of how they will 
be obliged to wash dishes when their negroes uru gono, and they 
endure the hated preseuce of the "Yankees," they exhibit all the 
rude bitterness born by a defective education-and malignant heart. 
One of this class, with whom I had some conversation, appeared 
to be so laden with a sense of her own importance, and of 
some wonderful and peculiar right which she had in the 
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State of Georgia, above and beyond all other people or govern­
ments, that I could scarcely refrain from inquiring of her as 
to the correctness of an impression, which was fast gaining in my 
mind, that she must have given birth to the entire State of Georgia 
herself. I learned afterwards, however, that I was not correct in 
my impression, and, further, that the State of Georgia did not even 
give birth to her, but that she came down from what she styled 
the " grand old State of New Jersey," unci this class of people in 
the South are the worst and most hitter rebels, as in past times 
they have been known hero as the most remorseless and cruel mas­
ters. It is truly amusing sometimes, also, to hear these people 
dilate upon the wouderful attachment existing between themselves 
and their slaves, and the cruelty of the Federal government in. 
tearing asunder those ties of affection. I recollect one venerable 
old lady with whom an officer was conversing on the march, become 
eloquent over two little girls who were her slaves, and had only 
about one sixteenth part of negro blood in their veins. She was 
remarking that slavery was more repulsive in name than in reality, 
and that any one in any circumstances of life, who was compelled 
to do the bidding of another, was properly a slave. " And now, 
sir," said she, " there are those two little girls—I care for them as 
I would for my own family; I have taught them to read, and I 
would venture to say. sir, that the taller of the two can read as 
well as you." The officer here remarked upon the unusual white­
ness of the girls for slaves, when the old lady immediately replied: 
" O! sir, you must remember that these people have been in our 
family for seven generations," which assurance fully satisfied him 
that they did not form a part of Lamar's bust cargo. But I must 
bring this letter to a close—I fear I have already wearied you. 
On yesterday, the last of this corps started to move across the 
river into South Carolina, but in consequence of heavy rains and 
a freshet, which overflowed the swamp roads, they have been 
delayed. General Grover's troops have arrived here, and garrison 
the city; mid I suppose, therefore, that, the weather permitting, 
we shall soon be again on the march for some place. 1 rather 
dread a winter campaign, as my health is anything but satisfac­
tory. My wounds have never fully healed, a.id I ride on horse­
back with much pain. I was entitled to be mustered out of iscrvico 
last November, but I was unwilling to leave just on the eve of a 
campaign; hut it seems General Sherman has no sooner completed 
ono campaign, than he is immediately preparing for another, and 
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at such a rate, my chances for leaving are by no means favorable. 
Yet I fear I must come to it soon—every day warns me that I can­
not much longer endure field service. I have long cherished the 
idea, that if I should be compelled to leave the service, I would 
take my wife with me and plant myself clown in the new State of 
Nevada or some of the bordering territories, and make it my future 
home. In such an event it would be a great satisfaction to me, if 
I could have some assurance of employment under the government 
in that region of country. I cannot doubt that there are many posi-
tions there in which I could serve the government, and, at the 
same time, make an opening for myself in a new and almost unset­
tled country. Others, perhaps, will apply for and get such places, 
who have done nothing else all their lives but live off the nation. 
I have given to it the most valuable years i f my life, for no reward 
but the duty I owed, for no line officer can do more than barely 
live off his pay, and under very many circumstances he cannot do 
that. I have broken clown my constitution andbecome, I suppose, 
a partial cripple for life, and I tbink such employment as this 
might not be altogether improperly bestowed. If you can make 
any suggestion to me in the matter, I am assured, from past disin­
terested friendship, you will not fail to do it, as I am so far 
removed from all opportunities to do anything in the matter 
myself. Indeed, for a short time, until I could look around me 
and make some provision for my course in the future, I should not 
be particular as to the character of the employment or the place. 
Be pleased to convey my kind remembrances to Mr. Doty, and 
hoping to have the pleasure of a letter from you at an early day, 
I am, with assurances of high esteem, 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) J A M E S C. C A R L I S L E . 

My address will be, Headquarters Artillery brigade, Twentieth 
corps, Army of Georgia, Savannah or elsewhere. 

DIARY OF SERGEANT W. L . JOHNSON, of COMPANY C, 33D REGI­
MENT, OHIO V O L U N T E E R INFANTRY. 

September, 1863. 
15th.—Nearly all of the regiment pitched their tents. Some 

of the boys explored McLamaro's cave, which is situated in Mc-
Lamaro's Cove, twenty-five miles south of Chattanooga. It is of 
immense size. the end has not been found by any of the soldiers, 
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and I do not know if it ever was by any person, The boys found 
to-day in this cave, two saddles and a stock of leather, the prop­
erty, I suppose, of some prominent rebel. 

16th,—I amused myself to-day by cleaning tny Springfield rifle 
and accoutrements, putting them in perfect good order. I also 
wrote some letters home. An " alibi" day—rather lonesome from 
some cause or other. Got marching orders in the evening at 5 A. 
M. to-morrow. Prepared for the march. 

17th.—Started on the march by daylight. Marched in a south­
eastern direction for about seven miles, Camped in an open field 
on the banks of a small stream. We could distinctly hear in the 
distance the exchanged shots of our and the lebels pickets. I 
here found some old acquaintances, members of the Ninetieth 0. 
V. I. When night had taken the place of day, we received very 
strict orders not to build any lires, notwithstanding we had just 
drawn fresh beef. Our cooks were sent to the rear in the woods 
to prepare rations, for fear we would receive marching orders. 
We expect them in the morning. However, the night passed off 
very quiet. Nothing could be heard except occasionally the 
neighing of some horse or mule. 

18th.—Turned out under arms at 3 A. M. Moved to the real-, a 
more formidable position, with a woods for a cover. Wc went 
to work and fixed up comfortable quarters. About 4 i \ M. we 
received inarching orders, with twenty rounds of extra ammunition. 
We inarched in the direction of Chattanooga. We marched very 
slow and all night, only stopping once during the night. The 
weather was very cold. It was a hard inarch. We passed Gen­
eral Palmer's division about 10 r. M. 

l')th.—We stopped at daylight, but received orders not to 
build any fires until the position of the enemy could be "ascertained. 
When the sun in all its splendor arose above the eastern hills, we 
were allowed to build fires, and instructed to prepare breakfast as 
soon as possible, but having to travel over four miles before water 
was supplied us, we did not finish our breakfast until about 8 A. 
M. Hardly had we swallowed the last mouthful when a volley of 
musketry was heard some distance to our right. We changed 
front and marched in line of battle. The report is that a brigade 
of rebels were cut off from their main army, and we, of course, 
were going to capture them. After laying irr line of buttle for 
awhile, a short distance from where we breakfasted, we were 
moved further to the right. We at last formed line of battle. 
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Our regiment (Thirty-third O.V.I . ) -was the second regiment 
from the right, with a corn-field in front of us. By seeing dead 
rebels, I knew we were driving the enemy. It was reported here 
that Brigadier-General Palmer's division was on our right; coiise-
vuently we must be careful and not fire on our own men, which 
is continually the cry of our officers in battle. It makes a person 
tremble with horror to think he may be shot by his own men; but 
the brigade on our right proved to be our enemy instead of one 
of Palmer's brigades. At last the ball opened along the whole 
line, beginning on our left; but a close observer could see that 
our comparatively small force, without any support, could not 
maintain their position long. A force of the enemy were comhio-
up in front of us, also another force on our right. It was here 
that the brave Colonel Maxwell, Second O. V . I., fell, pierced 
through by two minie balls; also the cool and energetic Lieuten­
ant G. W . Van Pelt, First Michigan battery, fell dead. After 
fighting for some time, our brigade fell baek in disorder, -which 
could not be prevented under such circumstauces and such a 
raking fire from the enemy's guns. Loomris' battery fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Our brigade was rallied about a mile and a 
half in rear of where our line was. From the sound of the 
musketry, it was evident that our place had been filled by some 
one, and so it had, by the brave General Johnson, of the Twen­
tieth army corps. After replenishing our ammunition boxes, we 
returned to the front to meet in deadly conflict the enemies of 
liberty. But we did not encounter the enemy as we had antici­
pated, notwithstanding we were under his fire until about 8 p. M., 
when we were ordered to the rear. After marching around in 
the woods for some time, we bivouacked in an open field, built 
large fires, and enjoyed a good night's rest, although the air was 
damp and heavy. 

20th.—We were aroused from our quiet slumbers before day­
light. Changing our position, we formed in line of battle, at least 
one mile in rear of our line yesterday. Here we got our break­
fast—then threw up temporary breastworks. About 9£ A. M. the 
rebels attacked us. Towards noon the engagement became 
general along the whole line; we seemed to be surrounded on all 
sides, but we fought desperately; three times was our left driven 
across a corn-field, but every time we drove the enemy back. 
About 4 p. M . a part of the whole line retreated; the remainder 
fought desperately uutil about sundown, when we were forced to 
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retreat, and retreated into the enemy's line. We were all taken 
prisoners. The rebels marched us to the rear about five miles. 
I learned their force to be three to our one. I judge from what 
I can learn, that their killed and wounded was about in the same 
proportion. I may as well remark here what the soldiers think 
of Brigadier-General Baird. Geueral Baird assumed command of 
our division about August 28th, at Anderson. What command he 
had before I am not able* to say, but it matters no I. He appears 
brave on the battle-field, but Le lacks confidence in himself—he 
lacks energy—he would do better to command an army of old 
woman then an army of men. But let me leave him to be judged 
by higher authorities than nrysclf. After arriving at the place we 
intended to stay all night, we quenched our thirst with a good 
cold drink of spring water, and ate our suppers from our own 
haversacks—that is to say, we ate U . S. grub; rested well. 

21st.—I arose very early, but could not help feeling that it was 
a disgrace to an enlightened world, that the defenders of one of 
the most powerful nations on the records of either ancient or 
modern history should be made powerless by such inhuman 
lookiug beings. Although some were as intellectual as the aver­
age of the mass of people of the North, but the men serving in 
the ranks of the Confederate army were not so intellectual as the 
men serving in the ranks of the United States army—not begin­
ning to be—but we wil l pass this by. I ate a very hearty break­
fast of U . S. grub; took the names of the Thirty-third boys -
there were nineteen of us, and one officer, Lieutenant M. V. B. 
Morrison. They (the rebs) took our names. We marched out in 
the road and stopped. Here I witnessed a specimen of rebeldom; 
a doctor of the Confederate States army wished to swap hats with 
one of our boys, he, the (doctor) having a very old and worn-out 
one, and the boy having a good one; the boy refused to give his 
hat up; the doctor appealed to the commander of the prisoners, 
but the commander did not approve of the doctor's conduct, 
consequently, tlio doctor consoled himself by abusiug the boy 
shamefully. Just as we started, several different squads of pris­
oners joined us. I found two officers, viz: Captain Gates, and 
Lieutenant Higby, and thirty more enlisted men of (he Thirty-
third, the remainder of those who stayed at the fortifications last 
evening. We inarched to Ringgold, Georgia, where we gave our 
names in again; after they had recorded our names we marched 
to Tunnel Hi l l , about six miles from Ringgold. We passed part 
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of Longstreet's corps; they were not insulting. About 11 p. M. 
we drew our first rations from the bogus government; it consisted 
of spoiled side meat and corn'meal. So we passed our first day 
in Confederate States army. 

22d.—We remained here until about 12 M., cooking our corn-
meal. A t noon we fell in and were stripped of our rubber 
blankets, canteens and knapsacks, although not many of our boys 
had knapsacks. There were about 2,200 of us. Now we marched 
through an awful choking dust, without water. We reached Dal-
ton, seven miles from Tunnel H i l l , a little before sundown. Wo 
washed ourselves, and those that had ate supper. After supper 
we where ordered to fall in, which we obeyed promptly, thinkinc 
we were going to take the cars for Atlanta, Ga.; but, after march­
ing around through Dalton for a while we came back where we 
started from. I do not know what this movement was intended 
for, but some think it was to deceive the people as to the uumbei 
of prisoners. We rested very well until morning. 

23d.—We inarched down to the station, and got on the cars a 
little after sunrise. There were three trains. We passed 
through a nice looking but very poor country. We also passed 
by some very handsome plantations and residences; also some 
nice towns, one in particular, Marietta. We got to Atlanta, Ga., 
about one hour by sun. There was a large crowd of citizens and 
soldiers assembled at the depot to see us. The soldiers showed 
us more kindness than the citizens. We were quartered near the 
barracks. 

24th.—Our guard were very strict on us. One ot our boys 
was shot by the rascals last night. We organized ourselves into 
squads of 100 each. In the evening we were moved into the bar­
racks. We drew five days' rations. For the five days we got 25 small 
crackers and about a pound and a half of spoiled side meat. Two 
East Tennesseans (Federal officers) were confined here with ball 
and chain; also a woman who had enlisted into the confederate 
army and turned traitor. We enjoyed a good night's rest, al­
though the dew was heavy. We were also searched again as we 
came in the barracks, and our pocket-knives were taken from us. 

25th.—We were awakened very early to get ready to leave. 
Some thief stole my hat, worth $25 in confederate money. Wo 
marched soon to the station and got on the cars. At sunrise we 
bade adieu to Atlanta audits inhabitants. The day passed off with­
out much worthy of note; passing through about the same kind of 
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a country as the day before yesterday. We got a squint occa­
sionally at some very good looking women. We got to Augusta 
about midnight, and quartered in a church-yard. 

2f)th.—Wo left Augusta early in the morning, and crossed the 
Savannah river into South Carolina. The country we passed 
through to-day was lowr, swampy. Our train ran very alow. I 
met with a misfortune. In the evening I went to cross a ditch 
on a rail; just as I got about half-way across, the rail broke and 1 
fell in the water, getting my feet wet. The night was very cold, 
and as I was outside I came near freezing; but the cars ran very 
slow, and I walked a good portion of the time. We passed over 
Broad river; also a trestle work 20 feet high over a swamp about 
three miles long. Train stopped about daylight and we refreshed 
ourselves with a little "hard tack" and " sow belly." 

27th.—After the frost had melted off the track, we started once 
again. We passed through Winchester, S. C , where we found 
some Union women, but encountered one in the oveniug that was 
Secesh to the " backbone." She tried to hit us as we passed by. 
To-night another cold night. 

28th.—Stopped at Charlotte, N . C , p.bout 3 A. M . We built 
large fires and got breakfast. We got on the cars about daylight. 
Here we (our regiment) got separated. A portion going on one 
train, the rest waiting for another traiu, consequently we never 
got together again. There were fourteen of us on the first train. 
Nothing happened worthy of note. Arrived at Raleigh about 9 
p. M. A lot of prisoners left Raleigh just as we got there. 

29th.—We arose early this morning. We expected to draw 
rations, but did not Wc left Raleigh about 9 A. M.; got to Wel­
don at dark, a distance of ninety-seven miles. Drew six " hard 
tack" per man. Left Weldon at 9 r. M., and ran all night. 

30th.—We arrived in Petersburg, Va., about 4:30 A. M. 
Marched one mile to the depot of the Richmond and Petersburg 
railroad. Petersburg is a very large town and a very nice place. 
We left Petersburg for Richmond about daylight. We got off of 
the train at James river, one mile south of Richmond. We were 
taken to Bell Island; found fourteen of the Thirty-third boys 
there. Our quarters were an open lot of about three-fourths of 
an acre with a ditch around it. The guards were very strict. 

October, 1863. 
1st.—Weather very cool. We got our rations—about one half 
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a pound of wheat bread and five oz. of meat, either bacon or beef 
which is divided into two meals. We are, I expect, separated 
from our boys entirely. 

2d.—The time never passed away so slow as it does here. A. 
great many rumors about our being paroled or exchanged. The 
weather to-day is very disagreeable ; it has rained nearly all day. 
Drew soup for supper. Did not sleep very much to-night. 

3d.—The forenoon very warm. Played checkers and read the 
Bible to pass away time. At last I retired. 

4th.—Weather cool. I slept nearly all day. James river has 
raised four feet to-day and last night. 

5th.—Weather very cold ; last night was a bitter cold ni<dit. 
The guards shot at one of the boys. James river is falling. Drew 
crackers in the forenoon instead of soft bread. About half-past 
4 p. M. we got orders to fall in ; we obeyed promptly; we then 
were taken to Smith's factory in Richmond. 

6th.—Come and we wil l examine the house. It is a tobacco 
factory belonging to one Mr. Smith, of Richmond ; it is four 
stones brick ; one floor, the third, is large enough to accommo­
date three hundred men ; a sink and water-spout in the north-west 
corner ; a small room in the north-east corner. The boys are well 
pleased with their quarters. We were searched to-day; all our 
greenbacks were taken from us. We organized ourselves into 
companies. 

7th.—Passed the day in reading the testament, and with some 
of the Eighty-ninth boys. Nelson Purdum bought some bread of 
the guards. 

8th.—I thought of one year ago to-day, but had no desire to 
ever go through with the same again. A rumor to-day that we 
wil l leave soon. Greenbacks in demand. 

9th.—The tide reaches this place. Small schooners run up here. 
Stil l a rumor afloat that we leave soon. 

10th.—Four hundred and fifty more prisoners come in to-day 
from Chattanooga and Knoxville—four from the Thirty-third Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry. Our names were registered again. Some 
talk of us being sent away to-morrow. 

11th.—Drew rations twice to-day; drew some slop at night, 
without salt. Sketched Libby prison. Got an opportunity to 
talk with Dr. Miller and S. Evans. 

12th.—A fire some place in town last night and this morning. 
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Some of the boys are becoming greatly demoralized ; they seem 
to delight in fighting; some two or three fights to-day. 

13th.—Nothing new to-day. A rumor that our fleet would 
arrive at City Point to-day.* 

14th.—Nothing new to-day. A rumor that our fleet would 
arrive at City Point to-day. A man, member of Company A, 
Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteers, died last night of a sinking 
chill. Another fire in town to-night. A great deal of trading 
with the guards; some of the guards deserting. 

15th.—I had the ague last night; a very hot fover to-day. 
16th.—A rainy day. We heard to-day that we were to be ex­

changed on the 19th. It made the boys feel very lively. Felt 
very bad to-day. 

17th.—A very nice day out of doors. I took three pills to 
regulate my bowels; felt rather the worse of the ware. Great 
excitement; did not draw rations until after dark; heard that 
General Lee had captured eight thousand of General Meade's men. 

18th.—Great excitement concerning our leaving this awful hole, 
but it is folly to believe the half we hear. We drew rations about 
noon to-day. A nice day out of doors. It is beyond immagiuation 
to think how much we would like to be out of the Confederate 
States. 

19th.—The forenoon gloomy, with indications of rain. We 
scrubbed our prison to-day. Saw Holcomb and Stilson in Pem-
berton's building. 

20th.—The day very pleasant. I went over to Libby to draw 
rations ; saw Lieutenant Higby, but did not dare speak to him. 
Another bread-riot. To-night one of our boys passed a raised bill 
on the sergeant of the guard. Had my shoes stole. 

21st.—the weather very nice. Found shoes. The boys and 
the guards are trading all the afternoon, even trading their tin 
cups and plates for bread. Dan Miller came up to see us. 

22d.—Nothing worthy of note. No signs of us getting out of 
this soon. 

23d.—We drew instead of soft bread and beef, hard bread and 
pork ; a very desirable change. Commenced raining about dark 
and rained all night. 

21th.—Some prisoners brought to Scott's building, and some 
taken to Bell Island for bad conduct last night. They (the pris-

[ Assem. No. 148.J U 
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oners) killed a man last night. Weather cool and cloudy. Drew-
soft bread. 

25th.—Day pleasant. Heard of Wheeler's raid in town. No 
news. 

26th.—They had a general row in Pemberton's building last 
night. The rebels made the boys stand in ranks all night. Double 
guards on this morning. We heard to-day that General Grant 
had assumed command of the Department of the Cumberland 
and Mississippi, to be known as the Army of the West. I have 
almost given up to despair. 

27th.—Weather pleasant. A great many rumors afloat; one is 
that there wil l be no more exchange during the war. The officers 
of Libby on bread and water for two weeks. 

28th.—We have a medium in our building ; he says we are to 
be exchanged on the 7th of November. The commissioners met 
yesterday, but have not done anything yet. 

29th.—To-day's paper states that the Yankees have ate all their 
beef and commenced on their sheep. Better say dogs. 

30th.—Nothing new. Ever since I have been a prisoner it 
seems as one long day. 

31st.—We were not allowed -the papers to-day; our officer? 
threw some down, but they were taken away from them. 

November, 1863. 
1st.—The day was very lonesome. Our officers at Libby threw 

us down some tracts. Two fights on our floor. The sergeant of 
the second floor got crippled in a fight. 

2d.—Duy very pleasant. The doctor told one of our boys that 
the commissioners had come to some terms, but he did not know 
what they were. We were not allowed any papers. 

3d.—Rumors to-day are that they wil l make no exchange or 
parole during the war. Day pleasant. A great many of the sick 
taken out of our building. 

4th.—No news to-day. The boys are very anxious to know 
•what the commissioners are doing. We heard that they were 
fighting at Chattanooga. 

5th.—Nothing new to-day. Our " medium " says we leave hero 
on Saturday ; he seems to be firm in his beb'ef. 

:6th.—A pleasant day. Everything very quiet to-day. Evening 
a shower, and rumors afloat about leaving here to-morrow. Some 
say that we are exchanged, some that we are to be removed. 
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7th.—The day has come that we are to leave. Some believe it, 
Night has come—no leave. 

8th.—I sent home for a box of provisions. Everything quiet. 
The "medium" said our leaving yesterday was a mistake, Tues­
day is the day we leave. 

9th.—There is some very reliable news afloat to-day, that we 
are to go out of here soon ; 15th is the day set. Captain Nelson 
Purdum, and Dcruer, Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, escaped 
to-night about 8 F. M. 

10th.—Nothing has been heard or seen of Nelson Purdum. 
About twenty men were sent from the hospital to our prison. 

11th.—A very cold day out of doors. The intelligence that 
Meade had whipped General Leo reached us to-day. 

12th.—A pleasant day. Mr. Ross, a clerk, told us that we are 
to leave hei e to-morrow for Danville, Va. 

13th.—Seven hundred prisoners loft here this morning for Dan­
ville. Things look as if we are to be held this winter. 

14th.—A part of our building left us this morning for Dan­
ville. I saw Lieutenant Higby to-day ; he looks very well. We 
expect to leave to-morrow. 

I5th.—A very nice day. Some more prisoners left this morn­
ing. A rumor afloat that they wore stopped on their road and 
sent to 'City Point. Say Lieutenant Higby Pomroy. 

16th.—A nice day. Eumors dull. More prisoners left. Inte­
rested myself by reading " Aid-de-Camp," a southern novel. Time 
passes away very well. I went over to Libby after rations. 

17th.—A very cold day. We scoured our house to-day. I 
saw Captain Douglass and bad a pleasant chat with him ; also 
Lieutenant Higby. Drew corn bread and sweet potatoes 

18th.—A very pleasant day. Seven of the boys of this house 
escaped last night. Had coffee and crackers for breakfast. Things 
look gloomy. 

19th.—Scrubbed our building. 
20th.—A nice day. Very busy reading llosy Campaign. 
21st.—IT. S. stores brought to our building. Many a heart 

gladdened by the sight of our government grub. Scrubbed our 
floor to-day. A rainy day. 

22d.—Rations still coming in. Drew "sow-belly" and rice. I 
was very unwell to-day. 

23d.—Some men went to Danville to-day from our building, 
Still very unwell. 
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24th.—Colonels Hunter, Von Scrader and Boyd took our names 
for clothing. They are putting the clothing on the second floor of 
our building. 

25th.—I got a letter from cousin Annie; I answered it. Apart 
of our house drew clothing, I am about well. 

26th.—Our floor drew their clothing. I drew a whole suit hut 
cap and blouse. Drew crackers. One of the boys traded off his 
clothing. A good night's rest under a blanket. 

27th.—I drew enough bread to satisfy me. I had a very sore 
throat. 

28th.—Drew soup salty enough to k i l l a man. We had good 
news from Chattanooga. 

29th.—The weather cold. Drew fresh beef. We have consid­
erable difficult}' in obtaining water. No news, only that Meade 
is driving Lee's supply train. 

30th.— We, drew sweet potatoes. Lieut. Higby sent me over 
some coffee and dried beef. Cold day. 

December, 1863. 
1st.—Had coffee for breakfast. Higby sent me over some 

paper and envelopes. Three hundred more prisoners came in to­
day. Weather cold. 

2d.—A very nice day. Nothing new. 
3d.—Weather pleasant. I received two notes from Lieutenant 

Higby. 
4th.—A rumor that we would go to Danville soon. It came 

from good authority. I sent a note to Higby. 
5th.—We drew soap to-day for the first time. I washed my 

clothes. I got a letter from N . Pardurn. 
6th.—I got a note and some packages from Higby. Weather 

cool. Indications of going to Danville to-morrow. 
7th.—We did not go to Danville to-day. Weather cool. I 

expected a box from Higby. 
Sth.—We did not go to Danville. Things looks as if we would 

not go. Two stoves put in our building. Doing some washing. 
9tb.—We were aroused up before daylight to get ready to go 

to Danville. We received for our rations one loaf of bread. A 
o-reat many of the boys intended to escape; but only one suc­
ceeded; we were so strictly guarded. The day was very cold. 
Arrived at Danville about 8 A. M. We were put in a large tobacco 
house. 

10th,—Had roll call very early. It was called by J . E . Crip, 
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a C. S. government detective. Drew a half a loaf of bread, made 
out of middlings, and about two-thirds of a pound of fresh beef, 
We were searched and stripped of everything of any value. Drew 
soup. 

11th.—The same rations to-day. The soup we draw is about 
the best I ever tasted. It is made of sweet potatoes. 

12th.—Nothing new. 
13th.—Last night it was very warm. Rained to-day and to­

night. 
14th.—I was elected sergeant of the floor, and was very busy 

all day, but got an extra ration of bread, meat, soup, Ac. 
15th.—Very muddy to-day; but drying up fast. Weather very 

pleasant for winter. 
16th.—Rained all day. A lonesome day in prison. 
17th.—The same thing over. In prison there is a regular 

routine of duty. 
18th.—A great disturbance on my floor. I fell short fifteen 

loaves of bread. The floor held a sham election and put me out; 
but I still hold my place. 

19th.—Very cold to-day. Seven men of our building are out 
now issuing clothing. 

20th.—A rumor afloat that there is an exchange to take place 
soon; but not reliable. 

21st.—Crip, the detective here, brought in bread to sell. The 
boys raided him. Nothing new. 

22d.—The men crowded around the gate, and disturbed Crip 
so that we came very near uot getting our bread, A police squad 
was organized, consisting of nine of the largest men in the prison, 
to maintain order and keep our men from the gate, when we draw 
our rations. 

23d.—Things more quiet about ration time. It is curious men 
cannot behave themselves. 

24th.—Cold day. Holiday to-morrow. 
25th.—Christmas find us prisoners, sorry to say it; but we will 

have to spend it the best manner we can. What will we have for 
dinner ? Coffee and sugar. AVhat a luxury. Capt. McCoy issued 
us hard tack. 

26th.—Weather cold. Nothing transpired to-day worthy of 
notice. 

27th.—Rained all day. Very hard. I was very unwell last 
night and this morning. 
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28th.—Weather very sultry. Air'heavy. Rained a little to­
day. The first and second floor drew wheat bread instead of 
bread made out of flour not bolted and middlings. Five cases 
of small-pox on second floor. 

29th.—Some very bad cases of small-pox in the house. Weather 
warm. 

30th.—Two men died last night of the small-pox. Weather 
warm,: 

31st.—It rained all day. Drew bacon to-day. My circum­
stances somewhat different from that one year ago. 

January, 1864. 
1st.—Another New Year. Sti l l in prison. Weather cold. 

Prison life is getting very tiresome. 
2d.—Weather still cold. Some good rumors in the breeze. 
3d.—Weather cold. Thos. E . Hayter, Twenty-first Wisconsin; 

F . J . Ingersoll; Tenth Wisconsin, and A . J . Price, Sixth Ohio, 
made a stove for our little room. It is a grand thing. The sec­
ond floor dissatisfied with me as their sergeant; I fell short six 
loaves of bread. 

4th.—Drew crackers to-day. Stil l good rumors afloat. Our 
little stove works very well. It is very comfortable in our room. 
Our little room had a good mess of beans. 

5th.—-Rained all night last night. Very muddy to-day, but 
every appearance of nice weather. 

6th.—Weather very cool to-day. 
7th.—Weather still cold. Snowing very brisk to-day. A rumor 

about terms for exchange, but not reliable. Sergt. Dan. Shrever 
came in our prison. . -

8th.—Weather still cold. So me snow on the ground. Drew 
splendid soup (white beans). Some new arrangements. Crip 
returned from Richmond to-day. He weht there last Tuesday. 

9th.—Nothing new to-day. No news of an exchange. 
10th.—I have more exercise now than heretofore. The sergeants 

of the house and of the floor go out with the men after soup. 
11th.—Weather very pleasant and warm. Charles H . Brady 

passed me into number one prison. Saw all of our boys. 
12th.—Weather pleasant. Parrington Small escaped to-day 

while we were cut for soup. 
13th.—Morning sultry, but the day very pleasant. 
14th.—Weather still pleasant. No news about an exchange. 
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15th.'—-Weather pleasant. No news. 
16th.—Weather very nice. About three hundred express boxes 

arrived at Danville. I learned that there was one for me. 
17th.—I got my box; everything was safe; while it lasts I 

intend to live; it is quite a luxury. I received one shoulder, 
thirty pounds of side meat, red peppers, salt, dried apples, dried 
peaches, dried raspberries, soap, two pairs socks, thread, buttons, 
tomato catsup, tobacco, writing paper, envelopes, pens, crackers, 
&c. 

18th,—Weather wet. The boys getting their boxes are in line 
glee. 

19th.—Weather very pleasant. I never saw as nice weather for 
winter as this. 

20th.—William F. Atkinson, sergeant of the house, made his 
escape early this morning out of our prison. Abraham J . Price, 
Company G, Sixth Ohio, escaped this evening; they were to meet 
to-night near Small-pox hospital. The whole town was out after 
them, but no go. Every day we hear tell of some one escaping 
from the hospital. My prayers go with them; may they reach our 
lines in safety. 

21st.—Two men escaped from the cook shanty last night. They 
have not caught Atkinson and Price. 

22d.—Weather still pleasant. No tidings of Atkinson and 
Price. 

23d.—-Weather very pleasant. C. H . Brady sent after Atkinson 
and Price; Mr. Brady is one of their best detectives. 

24th.-—Weather pleasant. 
25th.—Some talk of being moved back to the junction R. D. 

railroad and Southside railroad. 
26th.—I learned to-day that the prisoners of this prison were 

constructing a rat hole to effect their escape from the slow torture. 
27th.—Convalescents came flocking in to-day. Intended to open 

the hole to-night. 
28th.—Quito an excitement in our prison to-day. The hole was 

opened about 8 A. M. Fifty-nine made their escape, and it w«i 
discovered. It was not carried on right. 

29th.—The lower floor was drove up stairs last night. We are 
crowded; but what a floor—mire all over it. 

30th.—Weather pleasant. The lower floor still up stairs. We 
met and organized a P. M . S. L . last night. 

31st.—Nothing of any importance. End of month. 



9 

696 FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THM 

February, 1864. 
1st.—Weather very nice. 
2d,—Major Moofat took command of the Confederate States 

military prisons at this place yesterday. 
3d.—Our rations have been increased to the full allowance by 

Major Moofat, or rather he sees that we get what is allowed. 
4th.—Weather rather cool. 
'5th.'—C. H . Brady in charge of our building. Crip has gone 

to Eichmond. We still get corn bread. A guard is posted at 
the foot of the stairs. Yesterday my floor was all dung around 
the stairs. 

6th.—Weather cool. The P. M . S. L . is progressing finely. 
7th.—Weather cool. J . E . Crip is back from Eichmond. 
8 th.—Weather cool. 
9th.—A tolerable large mail came for us. Nothing unusual. 
10th.—Nothing new. -
11th.—We organized a debating society last night. Wo meet 

to-night. Our question is, " Resolved, That the use of ardent spir­
its or liquors has done more evil than war." I am in the negative. 
Night before last was our first debate. The question was, "lie-
solved, That there is more pleasure in pursuit than in possession." 
I am in the affirmative. 

12th.—Weather cool. We heard to-day that one hundred and 
nine officers escaped from Libby on the 9th. Joyful news. 

13th.—Weather pleasant. P. M . S. L . gets along finely. 
14th.—Weather cloudy, with signs of rain. 
15th.—Eather cold. Commenced snowing about noon. At 4 

P . M . the ground was covered with snow. It rained a little to­
night. 

16th.—-Weather very cold. Some of the members of the P. M . 
S. L . want to go out to-night, but finally concluded to wait for a 
better nig'ht. 

17th.—Weather very cold. C. H . Brady in charge of our build­
ing; got mad at roll-call and went away. We had to do without 
our grub for awhile. 

18th.—Weather cold. Our president of P. M . S. L . getting 
crazy about the tunnel. It wi l l be opened soon if not discovered. 

19th.—Weather still cold. Various rumors afloat. 
20th.—Debate to-night the question, "Resolved, That igno­

rance and superstition have done more injury to the human fam­
ily than pride and ambition." I am in the affirmative. 
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21st.—C. H . Brady still in charge of our prison. Weather 
moderating—moonlight nights. 

2 2d.—Weather pleasant. 
23d.—No good news. I wish I could get some copies of Rich­

mond papers and file them away. 
24th.—The rebels excited about the movements of Sherman. 

They consider it the boldest of the war; but the Richmond papers 
seem to think that McPhersou made General Grant what he it. 

25th.—I was very unwell to-day. The rebels speculating as to 
General Sherman's destination. 

20th.—Still very sick. Weather pleasant. 
27th.—Nothing new until to-night. The tunnel was opened 

about 9 P . M . I went around to the little room to make my escape, 
but for my partner I did not go. Seventy-four made their escape, 
but were discovered, and we were driven out of our little room. 
The boys had half a notion to go for Lieutenant Leads, the officer 
of the guard. 

28th.—To-day is the most lonesorno day I have spent in prison. 
A l l the boys I have been associating with are gone, I would 
rather have lost five hundred dollars than not to have gone. I 
was v e ^ sick. We got back into the little room. Felt better 
towards night. 

29th.—Felt better to-day. I got three letters to-day. An­
swered them. Some of the boys recaptured. 

March, 1864, 
1st,—Nothing new. 
2d.—I went over to No. 3 Prison and stayed all the afternoon; 

saw all of our boys, 
3d.—Brought some more of the boys that darkened the hole, 

Felt worse to-day. 
4th.—Had a drill to-day. I was very sick to-day; had a very 

high fever. 
5th.—Felt some better. 
Gth.—To-day is my twentieth birthday. A very nice day. 
7th.—Great news about an exchange soon; eight hundred have 

been exchanged. 
8th.—No news, all the talk is about exchange. 
8th.—Weather very pleasant. Nothing but exchange. W i l l 

that day ever come, when we can look upon the " old flag " float­
ing proudly over the American people ? 

10th.—A flag of truce boat is expected at City Point to-day 
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with " corn-fed" prisoners. It is thought, if one comes, there will 
be a general exchange or a parole. 

11th.—Monday we wil l know if there wil l be a general parole. 
T. E . W. Elliott got bis box today—a small one, but very good, 

12th.—I got a Danville paper to-day; it was full of news. 
13th.—-Nothing new to-day. 
14tli.—A boat arrived at City Point last Saturday with seven 

hundred' prisoners. 
15th.—The boys are all in good spirits; They think that a 

general exchange wil l be effected soon. A cavalry man belong­
ing to the First New York Cavalry, who escaped from, the cars-
while going to Georgia, was brought in our building. 

16th.—-Weather very nice and pleasant. Several boxes dis­
tributed yesterday. They say Major Moofat plays the stealing 
game—steals what he wants. There were about two hundred 
for the prisoners at this place. 

17th.—Weather pleasant. Nothing but an exchange talked off. 
18th.—Nothing new to-day. 
19th.—I lost my book, so I can not take notes correctly. 
20th.—Nothing new. 
21st.—The excitement is becoming fearful among the prisoners 

here. They are all packed up and ready to leave. We get a 
paper daily here. 

# # # # * # • . * * * * 

April, 1864. 
10th.—We expect marching . orders daily, but have almost 

given up in despair. 
11th.—The news are now that we leave this place day after to­

morrow sure; we go to our lines. 
12th.—Major Moofat, commanding Confederate States military 

prisoners at this place, told us that we leave here to-morrow. 
One hundred and ninety men were taken out of house to prison 
No. 6. ; ' . 

13th.—We'were waked up about 4 A. M. , but I had been up 
for two hours, and dispensed with breakfast. We marched to 
the depot, and left at precisely 7 A. M . We changed cars about 
fifty miles from Danville, on account of a bridge being washed 
away—traveled all day and night; night, very cold. The boys 
ail in good spirits, thinking we were going to City Point. 

14th.—Arrived at Petersburg, Virginia, about 4 A. M . We 
marched to the P. & A . E . E . depot. We began to think that the 
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rebels had come it over us, and instead of going to City Point, 
we were enroute for Georgia, but still some believed we were 
going to City Point. At sunset the dog was dead, and we were 
going to Georgia. The cars ran all day and night. 

15th.—Passed through Gaston and arrived at Raleigh at 10 A. M. 
One man, a member of the First Virginia Cavalry, escaped last 
night. Arrived at company shops in the night. Ran all night. 

16th.—Run all day. The boys are greatly disheartened by a 
report very current among us, that we are to be detained ten miles 
in rear of General Joe Johnston's army; a fudge. 

17th.—Passed through Columbia, S. C. What little I saw of 
the town, I would say it is the most handsome town I ever saw. 
Arrived at Branchvilie about 8 p. M. Here we changed guards, 
the Twenty-fourth North Carolina for the Twentieth South Car­
olina. Wo wero sorry to part with them, for they had been very 
kind to us. Ran all night. 

18th.—Morning finds us near Augusta, Georgia. Arrived there 
about 10 A, M . We lay over until 7 P. M. Started for Mucon. 
Ran all night. 

19th.—Morning found us within thirty miles of Macon. Passed 
through Macon and arrived at our destination about 1 P. M. We 
were marched into the stockade, and such a sight; white men 
could not be told from negroes, as there were some of the latter 
class in the stockade. We drew rations, which consisted of corn-
meal, corn-beef, and rice and salt. From all accounts, the men 
here get enough to eat such as it is. I was busy all the after­
noon cooking. 

20th.—To-day I went over camp; it was ridiculous. Men with 
nothing but a few remains of a pair of pants; blouses, with no cov­
ering at all. Their quarters consisted of a hole dug in the ground 
and a fire in one end. They will set over a few coals and sleep, 
Some of the prisoners, however, are well supplied. The stockade 
contains sixteen and a half acres of land Six of it was a swamp 
and could not be occupied. A small stream ran through the 
camp. On the north side of the branch, the hill sloped at an anglo 
of about twenty degrees, the other at fifteen. Worked very hard 
building a shanty, 

21st.—I was busy nearly all day in baking slap-jacks. No. 1 
prison from Danville came in to-day. Weather warm and pli-asant. 

22d.—Very warm days and cold nights. From twenty-five to 
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fifty men die every day, the most of them from diarrhoea. They 
receive a burial that would be a disgrace to a dog. 

23d.—Weather very warm. We are fixed up tolerable well to 
protect us from heat, but not from rain. 

24th.—Still very hot. We have organized a mess and have a 
mess cook. 

25th.—Various rumors afloat about an exchange or parole, but 
none of them reliable. 

26th.—Number three and four prisons from Danville have not 
arrived here yet. The report is that they are captured, but pris-
oners are coming in daily. 

27th.—Eour months from to-day and my time wil l be out. Very 
hot. 

28th.—We built a small bakery to-day. Sultry; rain in the 
afternoon. 

29th.—No news. Very hot. 
30th.—I am cook to-day for the fourteen men in our mess. A 

large part of our mess went out to-day to work, and brought in a 
large supply of lumber. Burned peat over bakery, but it would 
not cook. 

May, 1864. 
1st.—Weather warm. Tried our bakery, but it is a failure. 

The boys not out to-day. 
2d.—The boys out to work to-day. The brigade captured at 

Plymouth, N . C , or part of them, are coming in to-day. 
3d.—Still Yankees are coming in; we are very close. Rumors 

afloat about an exchange. 
4th.—The news is now that we were to be exchanged on the 8th 

inst. A t 8 p. M., a tunnel was opened on the side of the stockade 
north, and eight men escaped. The guard was aroused by 'the 
sentinels firing three guns at the men. The men had a revolver 
with them. 

5th.—We fell in at roll-call as usual. After we were counted 
we had to stand in ranks for about six hours. The guard around 
us was trebled last night. 

6th.—Weather very warm. Nothing new to-day. Still the 
rumor afloat that we leave on the 8th or 9th inst. 

7th.—A great many rumors afloat about an exchange. Weather 
warm. 

8th.—Weather very hot. We heard to-day about the fight on 
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the Potomac; the robs badly whipped, I think, by the tone of the 
papers. 

9th.—Still rumors afloat about an exchange. We fixed up a 
good shanty to-day. Weather hot. 

10th.—A greater part of our mess went out to work to-day, 
Weather very hot. The boys brought in six bushels of peas, 
chickens, peppers, &c. 

11th.—The boys still out to work. Weather very hot. Setup 
a sutler shop. 

12th.—Three of the boys out to work to-day. Is very hot. 
13th.—Threo of the boys out to work to-day. Still trading 

carried on at the place I stay. A tunnel was discovered to-day by 
the Dutch Captain Wirz. 

14th.—Weather very warm. Nothing new, except some Dalton 
men came in. No news much. 

15th.—Weather warm. I find that I am wasting my life away. 
The time that I haye been in prison, has been a blank leaf; but 
nevertheless I can collect useful information from the few books 
which I am able to procure at this place ; I am reading the life of 
General Washington. 

16th.—Still busy reading. The weather hot. At night we 
heard the dogs on the track of some escaped prisoners. 

17th.—Morning very hot. We had to stand in line at roll-call 
again this morning. Six or seven men have escaped within the 
last week. One man played possum, and was cai'ried out on a 
stretcher, dead; after laying in the dead-house for a while he 
got up and skedaddled. 

18th.—Several men came in yesterday from Dalton ; they bring 
us good news ; also, the most interesting—how our army is organ­
ized. They say that there are six corps. Some more came in 
to-day—three from the Eighteenth U. S. Iufautry. A l l have 
good news. 

19th.—Good news to-day. The Macon papers state that an 
exchange of prisoners was agreed to by Major Mulford and Judge 
Ould. Good news for us from our army. 

20th.—Nothing but talk about an exchange. A rumor that 
there will be a lot of prisoners in soon, 

21 st.—Four hundred and eighty prisoners came in to-day. They 
were the Danville prisoners, numbers three and four. A lot of 
news, but it is useless to record it. 
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2 2d,--This morning about 3 o'clock, I was woke up from a 

peaceful sleep by cries, "catch h i m ! " "buck h im!" At day-
light I learned they had caught a thief; they had him bucked and 
shaved his head; they used him as a thief should be used. There are 
men here that have no principle about them. They are thieves of 
the lowest class. Four huncJred more prisoners came in to-day 
from the Army of the Potomac ; they were captured the 5th inst. 
Day very hot. This stockade is to be enlarged to-morrow. 

23d.—The stockade was not enlarged. John Sedden, Secretary 
of War, telegraphed to the commandant of the post, that if the 
men would not go out and enlarge it, to crowd them in. There is 
a report now on the wind that all men who worked out, except 
those cooking, were reported to our authorities. This should be 
done. * * * * * * * Everything is progressing finely. 
Weather very hot. A sergeant of a detachment escaped to-day 
whilst out after medicine. 

24th.—I joined —. Work progressing finely. Held a 
meeting at night. 

25th.—Saw J . D. Hickenbottom, Warren Chapman, and Thomas 
McCann. A l l right—more than requested. 

26th.—r-Held a meeting to-night. Everything under a fine head­
way and promissing success. . Weather hot. 

27th.—I saw this rnorniug the major, that is chief of this organ­
ization ; he is confident of being successful. But, alas, man is born 
to be deceived. Hardly had I got to my quarters, when in came 
the Dutch captain, and found three of the port-holes ; but we may 
still be successful yet. I had a great many recruits. . 

28th.—Eumor afloat this morning that Atlanta is takeu. Also, 
Charleston, Mobile and Savannah, and a great many others ; but 
all turn out to be a hoax. Some more prisoners came in to-day, 
but most of them old prisoners. 

29th.—Weather hot. A lot more prisoners came in to-day from 
all parts of our army. A nuisance in our tent—card playing. 
Two shots fired last night, but no damage. 

30th.—Weather warm. Still squads of pi'isoners coming in. 
,31st.—We are all eager to get papers—by them we judge that 

the rebs are getting a whipping. 
June, 1864. 

l st._-Weather very hot. The camp is M l of rumors. 
2d.—More prisoners coming in ; this shows that fighting goes 
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on at the front. I have to-day's paper; it states that the Con­
federate arms are victorious. 

3d.—No news to-day. Weather hot. Still prisoners coming in. 
4th.—Weather sultry; very hard rain all the afternoon; 

everything got wet; rained nearly all night; got good and wet. 
5th.—Rained a little to-day, but very hot. 
Oth.—•Ruined to-day. A few prisoners came in from Sherman's 

army, but no news. 
7th.—Rained to-day. No news. The men in here are building 

a sink ; it is a great improvement. I think the camp is somewhat 
better than in the past, hi the way of stealing and raiding. A lot 
of prisoners brought in to-day. Among them wore a lot of the 
men that escaped from Danville. Very warm. 

8th.—Commenced to dig a well ; got along with it finely. 
9th.—Still working at the well. Weather very hot. 'No news 

to-day. 
10th.—Weather hot. Still working at the well, but not finished. 

Looks like rain. Yesterday Captain Wins issued an order as fol­
lows : " To alleviate the suffering of prisoners as much as I can, 
I will make the following proposition : The men have abused the 
privilege by trying to escape when out after wood. No squad 
wil l be allowed out unless they pledge their word not to escape. 
Notwithstanding this order, if any man violates this order, the 
rations of the squad will be stopped each alternate day until the 
fugitive is recaptured." Twenty-eighth detachment, first mess, 
what I belong to, did not give their consent to this unanimously; 
so we do not go out after wood to-day. Corn meal was issued to 
us. This morning the detachment, or rather mess, agreed to give 
their word not to escape. Cooked rations were issued to us. 
Various rumors afloat. 

11th.—Did not get out after wood to-day. Drew uncooked 
rations. Rained to-day; it has rained for the last twelve days. 

12th.—We tried to get out after wood but could not. A rumor 
afloat that the officers, or a part of them, are exchanged. A few 
prisoners came in from General Sherman's army. They report 
everything favorable. Rained to-day. We drew for our rations 
cooked rice and meat. A rumor is circulated that the rebels are 
out of grub. We drew to-day the same as yesterday. 

13th.—Rained to-day as usual. Drew rice and meat. The 
sergeant-major, U . S. D., made his escape to-day. My prayers go 
with hirn. A very disagreeable day. 
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14rh.—-Earned nearly all day. "We drew bread and meat and 
rice to-day. I had a chill to-day. I have the scurvy, but not very 
bad. Nothing, new. 

15th.~This morning, about 3 A. M., I was waked at a big raid. 
The raiders stole a watch. Nothing new. Eained. 

ltith.—Rained to-day. I think it will clear up in a few days. 
A great many men are getting sick. It is an awful sight to look 
at some of the men that have the scurvy. 

17th.—I got three letters yesterday. A large mail came in. 
Heard of one of my company boys dying yesterday. Rained 
nearly all day. Louis Cornelius died one o'clock and twenty min­
utes this afternoon. He bunked in the same shanty I do. He has 
been sick nearly all winter. I have the scurvy, but not bad. 

18th.—Wrote four letters. Rained nearly all day. A great 
many dying this weather. To-night a man was seated Hear a well 
talking with some boys, and a well near by caved in, killing the 
man, and leaving him buried about three feet under ground. My 
scurvy is getting worse. 

19th.—Morning clear and bright, but rained hard about 2 p. M. 
A sentinel on post shot at a man killing a snake inside of the dead 
line, and shot two men about two rods above him, one through 
the thigh, another through the face, but not killing either. I 
dried all my things that got wet. My scurvy not auy better. 
Rained. 

20th.—To-day is nine months for me a prisoner. Rained to-day 
as usual. A great many rumors afloat to-day, but the sensible 
part of this camp give them no credit. My scurvy is getting 
worse. My intention at this time is to make my escape from here 
if possible. 

21st.—Rained to-day. Nothiug unusual to-day; only that a 
guard shot a man, a member of the One Hundred and Third 
Pennsylvania volunteers, aftout nine o'clock. The ball entered 
his right hip and passed out of his left. He "hallooed" very 
pitifully. The same guard shot a few moments before at a man. 
There was held at our tent, prayer meeting to-night. 

22cL—Morning very warm. I got two stars made for the pur­
pose of escaping and intend to try it to-morrow if I can get an 
opportunity. To-day is the first dry day we have had since the 
80th of last month (May). I passed out after medicine, but did 
not try to get away. My scurvy, I believe, is getting some better. 

23d.—Weather hot and dvy. The camp is drying up very fast. 
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A great many rumors afloat. A squad of carpenters were taken 
out of here day before yesterday and sent to Macon, but for what 
purpose I do not know. We did not draw rations this evening. 
Prayer meeting to-night; I think it a very good thing. 

24th,—Weather very hot. A great many rumors afloat. A 
few of General Sherman's men came in to-day. They say that a 
circular was read to them last Sunday a week that seventeen trans­
ports were to leave Point Lookout for Savannah to transport pris­
oners to there and return. We got orders from the rebels to 
hand over our names to-morrow, giving the amount of money that 
we gave in. I was out at sick-call. 

25th.-—Weather very hot. We handed in the amount of money 
we turned over at Richmond. My scurvy is getting worse. 

26th.—This is the hottest day that I have experienced since I 
have been in the South. Wo held prayer meeting at 10 A. M. and 
at 4 p. M., and was very well pleased with the way it was carried 
on and the good attention given. 

27th.—My scurvy is getting worse. I am troubled with a pain 
in my breast to-day. Very hot. I passed the day away from 
home. 

28th.—It rained to-day. Weather hot. Scurvy some better. 
Very good news afloat. 

29th.—Last night there was raiding all night. A man belong­
ing to the Fifty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers died at our bunk 
this morning. About 12 M, the raiders jumped on a man and 
robbed him ; he reported them to the Dutch captain who sent in 
a guard and took them out. The camp roused out of their leth­
argy and hunted them out for the captain. They were showed no 
quarter. Several raiders were beaten very badly. I hope they 
will receive their just dues—hanging. The camp all out aftei 
them. Eained to-day very hard. 

30th.—Still hunting raiders. Tolerably lively times in camp. 
A jury of twelve sergeants, taken from Ninetieth dotaehment up. 
Still the same old report that has been in circulation for the last 
week, that a general exchange will take place on the 7th July. 
Wo will await patiently until the time, but we canuot put any 
confidence in it. 

July, 1804. 
1st.—Weather very hot. The new stockade was opened to-day. 

There was quite a rush. It made a great difference in the air 
[Assem. No. 148.] 45 
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around our tent; it leaves us with plenty of room. Forty-seven I 
detachments went over to the new stockade, and forty-eight 
stayed here in the old. It is going to be very unhandy to them -
getting water. I heard that William Ryles died a few weeks a^o. • 

2d—Day very hot. M y breast is very sore, and my scurvy is 
worse. If I do not get out of here soon I wi l l be of no account 
whatever. I went to the doctor, but could get nothing but cough J 
medicine; it may do me some good. It is an awful sight to see 
the sick men laying at the gate pleading for water. Had prayer 
meetyig to-night. I commenced to-day using my water for the ' ' 
scurvy; it is, a great many say, very good for it. J 

3d.—"We had roll-call to-day; it took the largest part of the j 
day. Rained to-day. I am no better. Had prayer meeting. '\ 

4th.—To-day is the Eighty-third Anniversary of our Independ- \ 
ence, and I have to celebrate it in this God-forsaken hole. No f 
excitement. I am getting very bad. ; 

5 th.—The rumor that we wil l leave here on the 7th inst. has » 
died clear out. Not very many rumors. Heard of the death of 
one of my company boys, Y . A . Copen. I felt a great deal better 
to-day. ; 

6th.—I am worse to-day, but got some medicine. Vinegar was , | 
issued to us to-day. Some boxes arrived, and about three hun­
dred-prisoners; they were raiders. 

7th.—To-day is the day that the parole was to commence, but 
i (nary" parole. My breast is worse; the hospital steward of the 
Fifteenth Wisconsin says it is the pneumonia, but I seem to think 
it is the pleurisy. Weather warm. Rumors few. 

8th.—I cannot get any rest nights. I have a cough, and 
every time I cough I have to raise up out of bed. I got a sani­
tary cup full of vinegar last night and some raw potatoes to-day. 
Perhaps they wil l help my scurvy. 

9th.—To-day very hot. A hospital call this morning orders to 
take out all the sick. It was. heaps of misery at the gate. About 
one-fourth of the sick got out; of that fourth, one-third died 
before they were, taken to the hospital in the afternoon. The 
weather was very hot until about 4 P. M., then it commenced to 
Tain; it rained very hard. The raw potatoes has helped my mouth 
wonderfully. My legs are worse. 

10th.—Day very hot. Various rumors afloat. It is reported 
that six men are to be hung to-morrow. My scurvy no better. 

11th.—Morning very warm but pleasant. Rained very hard. 
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It is a fact, I believe, that those raiders are to hang to-day. Our 
boys arc putting up a scaffold inside of the stockade. Sure 
enough, at 4 p. si., the whole camp were assembled at the scaf­
fold, and at other places where they could see. Six men got upon 
the scaffold and tied the ropes. In a few moments the Captain 
Wirz, commanding prisoners, rode up to the scaffold and spoke 
to the camp as follows : " Gentlemen, I return to you these men 
as safe and sound as they were brought to me. You have tried 
them. May God bless them and you.'" Just m the captain got 
through, one of the men said to the others, "Never hang; make 
a break." With that he ran through three lines of regulators and 
ran to the other side (north). He was caught and brought back. 
The ropes were then placed around their necks, and then a Catho­
lic priest from Macon spoke to them about the future. The reg­
ulators were in a very big hurry. Some of them placed the sacks 
over their heads three or four times before the priest was through, 
At last the sacks M-ere placed on their heads and the trap knocked 
from under them. The rope around Mosby's neck broke. The 
rest hung and died. The rope was replaced around Mosby's neck 
and hung. They hung just twenty minutes and were cut down. 
Their names were Delayney, Second New York; Mosby, Curtis, Six­
teenth Illinois Cavalry. The others I have not learned. Not one 
of them was an American—all Irish. Mosby said, when brought 
up the second time, "Boys, protect me. I am innocent. Ireland 
never produced a better man than me, nor America a more inno­
cent man." He is said to have been the ringleader on the south 
side. 

12th.—All quiet to-day. A l l talk is about the raiders that were 
hung yesterday. A report in circulation that the parole is to 
commence on the 15th inst., but it is like all other rumors with­
out foundation. We had preaching in the evening. 

13th.—I was going to try to get to the hospital to-day, but 
there was no sick-cull. My scurvy h getting worse, and the pain 
in my breast no better. We had prayer meeting to-night. I am 
glad to see such things going on. We can live here an civilized 
men as well as at home. The meetings are well attended and 
good order is rnaintaiued. 

14th.—Weather warm. No sick-call this morning, but will be 
one in the morning. I am going to try to get to the hospital. I 
am getting no better. 

15th.—To-day is the day that the parole was to commence, but 
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nary time. I went out to the sick-call, but saw so many sicker 
than I am; that I left. It was so warm that I could hardly get 
back to my tent. I went into the beer speculation. Cleared 30 
cents on one bucket full. I walked around considerable. 

16th.—-Still selling beer. Cleared $1.20. Day warm. No 
rumors in circulation; they have all died out. 

17th.—Did not sell beer to-day. I kept inside. "Remember 
the Sabbath day and keep it holy." My legs are getting worse. 
In a few days I will be past going at all. Preaching to-night by 
Sherman. 

18th.—Lost on beer to-day. Weather cool. Beer dull sale. 
Heard several reports about going to Alabama; also heard that 
Major Moofat was in command here. Little news about an ex­
change. I am worse to-day. 

19 th.—Morning misty. I am a great deal worse. Sun shone 
out clear. Did not stir around any to-day. 

20th,—Ten months ago to-day was the. fatal day. I feel some 
better to-day. I think my scurvy is getting better. At least I 
hope so. Great news about an exchange; also about raids to 
this place; also to Montgomery, Ala., and Columbus, Ga. I hope 
it is all true. 

21st.—Still rumors in the breeze about the raid; but, as all 
others, nothing certain. Weather hot. A report that commis­
sioners met yesterday at Wilmington, N . C. 

22d.—Weather not so hot, but more pleasant. My scurvy, I 
think, is getting be'tter; my mouth is in a manner well. 

23d.—A rumor that an exchange is to take place on the 6th of 
next month, but I fear it wil l turn out to be, as the 7th of July 
did, a fudge. 

24th.—Day pleasant: Preaching at our quarters this morning 
by Eev. Sherman, Seventy-seventh Ohio. A very good sermon. 
Text—third chapter, eighteenth verse, second Peter. 

25th.—The weather is very pleasant. The color is going out of 
my leg, but it pains me worse. There is nothing talked about in 
camp but exchange on the 7th of next month, and the fight at 
Atlanta, on the 20th, 21st and 22d inst. 

26th.—Tc-day very pleasant ; last night and night before very 
cold. I hurt my leg to-day. We can not get the "straight" of 
the fight at Atlanta. 

27th.—One month from to-day and my term of enlistment 
expires, but I fear my sojourn in the Southern Confederacy will 
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last some time beyond that date. The 'weather has become very 
pleasant. Some prisoners came in to-day from the east. 

28th.—We got a paper to-day of the 27th inst,, with an account 
of the battle at Atlanta, About eight hundred prisoners came in 
from Sherman. The news of an exchange the 6th of August, has 
died away, 

29th.—Weather hot. Two hundred in the morning, seven hun­
dred in the evening, came in from Sherman. Good news from 
Atlanta; everything working admirably. Rained in the afternoon. 
My scorbutis is getting better. 

30th.—Weather very hot. 1 went down to see James Scott, 
Company H, Thirty-third Ohio ; he has the scurvy very bad ; my 
scurvy is still getting better. Still the camp is talking about 
exchange and a raid down here, "but I have not anything yet to 
convince me that either will happen soon, but will pray for both. 

31st.—The last day of another month is disappearing, and still 
we are caged and obliged to submit to the cruel treatment of rebels. 
The weather is warm and sultry. I was very sick from midnight 
t i l l noon, or moniing rather, and feel very weak to-day. But ray 
scurvy is considerably better. The rebels are at work ail day a 
felling trees around this camp. They must surely anticipate a raid 
here, and that soon. We had a quarrel at our tent this morning, 
a very ungentlemanly act, between two Boldiers, who have both 
sacrificed their lives for the same cause. They should be friendly 
instead of at enmity with each other. 

Avgmt, 1864. 
1st.—Day very hot. Still a big talk of an exchange, and still a 

larger one about the raid on Macon. We have not received definite 
news from that quarter yet. 

2d.—A committee from Richmond here inspecting the camp. A 
great many sick were admitted to the hospital. The talk is that 
all the sick are to be taken out of camp. Four hundred of the 
raiders were brought in, captured twenty miles from Macon. 
They state that Maj.-Genoral Stoneman was captured, but they are 
very ignorant as to what is going on alias than where they be. 
Rained very hard to-day. 

3d.—Day hot. Sovcn hundred sick were admitted to the hos­
pital to-day. The South street was crowded with sick, back to 
the centre of camp. I tried to get out, but was too late. Great 
speculations as to where the sick are going. 
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4th.—I went down to the gate early to get out to the sick-call 
to be admitted:to the hospital; I staid there until about 10 A. M. 
when they told us there would be no surgeon's call. My scurvy 
is getting worse ; coming now in my left leg. 

5th.—I did not go down to the gate. No sick-call until 3 p. M.T 

when they (rebs) took the sick out from detachments one to eight, 
and a few scattering detachments. The scurvy is still getting 
worse. The negroes are still throwing up breastworks east of the 
stockade. We have the particulars of the Stoneman raid. No 
other news. Five hundred prisoners came in. 

6th. ̂ -Day very hot. No sick-call to-day, I fear that there 
wil l be no more sick-calls for some time. My scurvy is getting 
worse. 

7th.—Day pleasant. Preaching in camp to-day, but I could 
not go. I have the scurvy in both legs so bad that I cannot walk. 
- :8th,—Day pleasant. Rained very hard about noon. My prin­

cipal diet is rice. I cannot eat strong victuals. My mouth is 
very sore. 

9th.—It is reported that those men went to our lines yesterday 
with those petitions, that show that there is no arrangement for an 
exchange. Several rumors are afloat, and have been for the last 
week, about terms for an exchange being effected. Rained very 
hard about 3 p. M . The water just poured through our tent and 
over our beds. During the rain the stockade fell down in five 
places. The rebs turned out in double-quick and formed around 
our camp. 

10th.—Cloudy and the air heavy. A report that Mobile is 
fallen, and several about exchange, but they are lie-able. Com­
menced raining about 4 P. M., and rained very hard until midnight. 
.The rebs here are pretty badly scared about us. My scurvy is 
ivery bad and getting worse. 

14th.—-Day cloudy. We got some pine boughs and fixed up 
our bed. My scurvy is getting worse. Still news about an ex­
change, but we >put no dependence in anything we hear; we 
cannot, we have been deceived so many times. 

12th.—Day warm. Still rumors afloat freely. I received five 
dollars from B. F . Ireland, Company B, Second Ohio, to cure my 
scurvy. I shall always recollect him as a friend in need. Five 
dollars, I think, wil l cure me entirely. 

13th.—I bought seven potatoes—very small. Day warm. My 
spirits, I am sorry to say, had begun to decline. I could not see 
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that anything would or could be done to cure me, but I am con­
fident of getting well now. Evening—I got eleven more pota­
toes. 

14th.—About 9 A. M., W, H . Humes, quartermaster Confeder­
ate States army, called for me at my quarters, and told me that he 
was going to take me out—to go down to the south gate, I went 
dowu to the sick pen and staid there ahout one and a half hours 
in suspense. Men started for headquarters; I gave out. The 
quartermaster told me then that he bad taken me out on suspicion 
of my being an officer. I argued the case without any effect. 
he tried to bribe me, and tried to find out the men connected 
with Colonel Cable, but I gave him no satisfaction. He sent me 
back inside, and told me he knew where to find me when he 
wanted me. 

15th.—Weather very hot. My legs are very sore from yester­
day's travel, but I think I am getting better. The day for the 
commencement of exchange has arrived. Camp rumors. 

16th.—Day comparatively quiet; camp still. A few rumors in 
circulation. Day hot. Took the diarrhoea tolerably bad. 

17th.—I was up several times last night, and have been running 
all day. I have never had the diarrhoea as Bad as I have at the 
ppesent. My scurvy is getting better. 

18th.—Day warm. I thiuk often to-day of the pleasant times I 
was having three years ago to-day. News still afloat—news that 
Forts Gaines and Powell were taken by our forces. 

19th.—No news to-day. Sick-call, none. Rained, Our rations 
are getting comparatively small. The rebs are putting up bar­
racks inside here, but a dozen generations might live and die 
here before they would be finished. Our mess have made quite an 
improvement in camp since we came in here in building a sink and 
sewer. 

20th.—Nothing new to-day. Everything quiet. My scurvy is 
getting better. 

21st.—Rained to-day. News on the decline. I heard from 
three of my company boys, who I supposed were dead. New 
arrangements are to be made in the hospital this week. 

22d.—My scurvy is getting better in one leg, and worse in the 
other. No news to-day of any importance. 

23d.—E. W.Elliott (my partner) and J . P. Rabenstine went out 
on detail to butcher, but the detail was filled up by two other 
jiames. The authorities are taking the officers out of here, and 
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the sergeants that hold commissions but are not mustered. I 
guess they wil l not take me out. 

24th.—Elliott went out again. I am left to wait on myself. No 
news. 

25th.—Great talk in camp that an exchange wil l take place 
soon. I think that a part of the officers have been exchanged. 
Weather warm, and mosquitoes are very troublesome at night. 

26th.—Weather warm. The mosquitoes are the worst here of 
.any place I have ever been in. It is almost impossible to sleep at 
night. William A . Lugenbeel, of my company, is stopping with 
me. ' 

27th.—Three years ago to-day I was mustered into the United 
States service. Day hot. M y scurvy is getting better. Rained 
to-night very hard. 

28th.—Day very hot. I am very well supplied with everything 
a prisoner is allowed. I think that one month will find me well 
i n both of my legs, sure. 

29th.—Three years ago to-day I drew my first clothing from \ 
Uncle Sam. Weather warm. 

30th.—••Great news afloat of all descriptions, especially exchange. 
31st.—Weather hot. The nights tolerably cool, but hot cool 

^enough to prevent mosquitoes from disturbing us. 

September, 1864. 
1st.—Summer has gone, and autumn has made its appearance. 

•Still talk about an exchange, but nothing reliable. 
2d.—Day very hot. My scurvy is getting a great deal better. 

My-right leg is very near well. It wi l l be a joyful day when I 
get well. 

3<L—-The rumor is that our Government wil l not accept the 
Confederate terms. Nine out of every ten prisoners here declare 
if this fall don't find them out of this, they wil l take the oath of 
allegiance to the Southern Confederacy. 

The diary ends with this date. The fate of its writer is not 
known. It was found in the streets of Wilmington after the 
reception of a number of prisoners from the South, but whether 
dropped from the person of its owner, or by some friend to whom 
it was committed. It was wrapped up in -an old shirt when found. 

The following memoranda appears in the diary:" 
" Stewart—Sergeant Johnson says there will be no exchange. 
" Eabenstine—I do not believe it." 



CHIEF OF TKF Bureau OF MILITARYSTA nsncs. f 13 

A dispute occurred on the 3d of July between several pris­
oners of war at Camp Sumpter, whether Rabenstiho disputed 
Sergeant Johnson's or Stewart's word. 

DISTANCE TRAVELED IN THE SOUTHERN CONFEDEIUCT. 
Miles. 

Battle-field to Ringgold 9 
To Galusha Station . . . 4 
To Laurel Hi l l 4 
ToDalton 8 
To Kingston. . . . 40 
To Casterville 12 
To Marietta. 20 
To Atlanta 20 
To Augusta . . . . . 171 
To Branchville 74 
To Charlotte Junction 63 
To Columbia, S. C 3 
To Charlotte 110 
To Raleigh 175 
To Weldon 97 
To Petersburg 80 
To Richmond 21 
Richmond to Danville 140 
To Petersburg 140 
To Gaston 70 
ToRaleigh 64 
To Salisbury _ 127 
To Charlotte 64 
To Columbia 110 
To Branchville 60 
To Augusta 74 
To Millen 50 
To Macon 140 
To Andersonville - 60 

Total miles traveled 2,016 

The Oath:—Do you solemnly swear that you will do all in your 
power to assist and support the present organization to the last; 
that you will respect and obey the officers connected, and you do 
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solemnly agree not to reveal any of the plans connected with the 
said organization to the rebel authorities; so help you God. 

Colonel O. F . MOORE, Commanding Thirty-third Begt.,0. V.I:'., 
. Sir—I wish you to come over to division headquarters and 
obtain my release. I am under guard. 

Very respectfully, 
1st Sergeant W. L / J O H N S O N , 

Company C, Thirty-third 0. V. I. 

PRISON POETRY. 
Composedby W. W. WILSON, Prison No, 3, Eleventh Michigan Infantry, Danville, Va. 

Died at Camp Sumpter, Ga. 
I wish that Stanton, Edwin M., and General Halleok, too, 
Were in this plaoe, that they might see how priaonera live and do; 
That they might fool the woes of want, and liyo on prison faro, 
That they might oat of prison bread and breathe the prison air; 
That they might lay upon a prison floor, in winter time so oold, 
Without a blanket, bod or fire, their garments thin and old; 
No conyerse with the world outside, or word from friends at home, 
By pale disease and scanty fare reduced to skin and bono; 
No hopeful ray of "Liborty," no gloam of "Freedom's " light, 
To penetrate their prison gloom or ohoor the dismal night. 
Hayo we no friends in " northern homes," who pity our sad lot? 
Or are all kindly feelings gone, are mercy's claims forgot? 
Must we within these prison walls romain from day to day, 
Until by death's resistless hand we'ro swept from earth away? 
Where are our many brethron, are they all dead and gone ? 
Are we, of all a numerous raco, left on this earth alone? 

LETTERS AND EXTRACTS FROM D I A R Y or CAPTAIN MARTIN LENNON, 
OF COMPANY 
VOLUNTEERS 
OJ? C O M P A N Y ! , SEVENTY-SEVENTH REGIMENT N E W Y O R K STATE 

LETTERS. 
I N T H E F I E L D NEAR L E E ' S M I L L S , \ 

Ap'il 9th, 1862. J 
Dear Sister—I can now address you from real rebeldom. The 

rebels are strongly fortified one mile from here. I don't say this 
on mere hear-say, for I have been in sight of them. For three 
days and nights our troops have fought "them.. One half-day the 
Seventy-seventh had the honor of being a mark for rebel cannon. 
They did not shoot very cluse to us, for they did not k i l l any of 
our regiment, but the shell came just as close as I ever want them 
to. Our brigade opened the attack on Lee's Mills, at 1 o'clock p. 
M. ; we fought them that afternoon. Four times we shot their flag 


