
Otsego Republican. 
COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 

SATURDAY MORNING, Oct. 3, 1863. 
Soldier's Letter. 

CAMP NEAR CULPEPPER, VA., 

Sept. 21st, 1863, 

FRIEND HENDRYX: Having satifactorily pe-

rused the Republican, which comes every Mon­
day evening, I thought that I would let you 
know in what portion of the Old Dominion the 
121st holds forth. 

Last week, on Tuesday afternoon we left 
New Baltimore and halted at Warrenton that 
night, and remained there until all commissary 
stores were removed, which was until the eve­
ning of the next day, when we left for Sulphur 
Springs, arriving there at 10:30 P. M. 

If we had remained in New Baltimore a few 
hours longer, we would have witnessed a horse­
race, as some of the sporting class had a fine 
track in readiness. Races were becoming quite 
prevalent just before we trotted for Culpepper. 

Sulphur Springs is a little village situated on 
Hedgeman river; it is noted for its mineral wa­
ter, and formerly was a great resort of the F. 
F. V's. The principal hotel is in ruins. We 
left the Springs nest morning at five o'clock, 
and arrived here at four P. M., having traveled 
twenty miles, crossed three rivers, fording two 
of them. The boys were weary and footsore 
as the roads were rough and hilly, and the day 
warm. 

We are now lying on a turnpike leading to 
Culpepper, and three miles from it. Trains 
run through from Alevandria to Culpepper. 
The 3d and 6th Corps lie betwixt this place and 
the railroad. 

The rebels are in force on the Rapidan to dis­
pute our crossing. 

The country here is very uneven, being a suc-
cession of hill and dale. West of us the Blue 
ridge looms up "high in air." There have been 
no crops raised here; occasionally we see a few 
acres of corn, and when we halt they are not 
seen very long, Teamsters make requisitions 
on the fields, for corn, and the boys find that 
the stalks make tolerable soft beds. 

We were gratified to find the list in the coun-
ty papers, of those who drew "prizes" at the 
recent draft; and as the names were read they 
were welcomed with cries of "good," "bully for 
him;" and if a copperhead's name was an-
nounced, it was received with uproarous joy. 

Soon New York will pass through the excite­
ment of another election, and we hope to hear 
that she has retrieved what was lost last Fall, 
and that the Union army at the polls will go 
hand in hand with the Union army in the field--
on to victory. The success of the Union ticket 
will cheer us; the success of the Seymour and 
Wood ticket will encourage Jeff. Davis & Co. 

A. DAVISON. 

Otsego Republican. 
COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 
SATURDAY MORNING, Oct. 17, 1863. 

Soldier's Letter. 

CAMP OF THE 12lst N. Y. VOLS., 
NEAR THE RAPIDAN, October 9th, 1863. 

FRIEND HENDRYX: Since I wrote you last, 

we have changed our position from the rear to 
the front. Last Sunday orders came to be ready 
to move early on the following Monday. At 
the time appointed, the 8th corps was en route 
for the banks of the Rapidan river. We passed 
through Culpepper and followed the railroad, 
which runs in a southwesterly direction until we 
came to the camp of the 2d corps; this corps 
was doing the picketing here. As soon as they 
were relieved by us, they struck tents, packed 
knapsacks, and marched toward Culpepper. 

The 121st, as soon as it arrived here, was or-
dered to the picket line. Yesterday we were 
relieved and returned to our camp, situated a 
mile from the pickets. 

The Rapidan is very narrow at this place. 
The pickets occupy the banks of the river, and 

are within talking distance of each other; some-
times paying visits across the line. 

Rebel deserters come into our lines every 
day; one night an entire post, consisting of 
nine men and a corporal, deserted and came 
over; they all seem to be highly pleased with 
the change, and express a desire to do all they 
can for the government they were laboring to 
destroy. We can see the rebel encampments 
on the low hills south of the river, together with 
a long line of rifle-pits and embankments. The 
other day I saw about one hundred of them as 
busy as they could be, digging rifle-pits about 
sixty rods from the picket line. I think this is 
done as a blind, and that the hills will soon be 
evacuated by them. 

This forenoon we witnessed the execution of 
a deserter from the 1st brigade of this corps; 
the 1st division, to which our brigade belongs, 
was present—a hollow square was formed, open 
on one side; at the hour appointed the wagon 
appeared, containing the deserter, seated upon 

his coffin and in conversation with the minister 
by his side. As the wagon entered the square, 
the division band commenced playing the "Dead 
March; and as the team passed along in front 
of the different brigades, their bands joined in 
the solemn music. On arriving in the center of 
the open side of the square, the coffin was re-
moved, placed upon the ground, the unfortunate 
man placed upon it, his hands were then tied 
behind him, a handkerchief placed over his 
eyes, and in a few minutes his body was pierced 
with bullets and life was extinct. Such is the 
reward of those who desert their country's flag 
in the day of her affliction. To prevent any 
more desertions into Queen Victoria's domin-
ions, Seymour had better call out the militia to 
do picket duty along the Canadian frontier. 

Our camp is very pleasantly situated in the 
corner of a white oak grove, on the Somerville 
plantation. This plantation is a large, level 
tract of land, containing severel thousand acres; 
the Orange and Alexandria railroad running 
through it. The principal dwelling on the es-
tate is now the headquarters of Gen. Wright, 
commanding the 1st division of the 6th corps. 

The health of the regiment is good, and all 
are enjoying a soldier's life finely. Dr. Slocum, 
brother of Maj. Gen Slocum, is the Chief Sur-
geon of the 121st. 

Those who were captured and paroled at 



Fredericksburgh on the 3d of May, are now ex-
changed, and have been returned to their re-

spective regiments. 
For the present, all is quiet on the Rapidan, 

and if there is anything that occurs of any note, 
I will transmit it to you. A. D. 

Otsego Republican 
SATURDAY MORNING, Oct. 31, 1863. 

COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 

Soldier's Letter. 
CAMP 121ST REG'T, N. Y. V. 

WARRENTON, VA., October 21st, 1863. 

Dear Parents:—We have passed through 
another campaign and so far I am all safe. I t 
is just five weeks ago to-day since we passed 
through this place and we have been very busy 
ever since. I received yours of the 11th while 
we laid in line of battle near Centreville, wait­
ing very patiently for Gen. Lee to give us a call; 
I guess that he thought we would give him a 
warmer reception than he would like, for he 
postponed the visit for a more convenient place. 
While at, or near Centreville, I made a visit to 
a family by the name of Pierce, formerly from 
Burlington, Otsego Co. The family consisted 
of an old lady, her daughter and son, though 
the son had not been at home for about a 
month. They were good Union people, and 
for being so they have suffered much. The old 
lady's husband was taken by the rebels to Rich-
mond, where from bad treatment he died.— 
They came south some forty years ago. They 
heard from some of the officers that I was 
there, and they sent me an invitation to come 
and dine with them; I had a very pleasant 
visit. They are coming north this winter, and 
you need not be surprised if they give you a 
call. I left them your address. 

The draft does not amount to much, as you 
say, through copperhead influence it has proved 
a failure, though I think it is for the best; the 
first Bull Run was a sad mistake, but we were 
the wiser. I think the next draft that is made 
the three hundred dollar clause will be left out 
thereby shutting out such means as the copper­
heads can bring forth to stop it. 

Father, what kind of a thing have the cop­
perheads nominated for Senator? I see by his 
letter of acceptance that he talks of restoring 
the Union as it was, and the Constitution as it 
is. He has certainly been asleep for the last 
five years, or he don't know anything. He 
might as well try to stop the waters of a Mis-
sissippi, or hush the roar of a Niagara as to 
restore the Union as it was. Can he ever re-
store to us the treasure we have expended, or 
the blood we have shed, or repay us for the 
hardships and privations we have endured?— 
N o ! Why then should he talk in that manner, 
unless it be to deceive the people? Would he 
be so ungrateful for the services of thousands 
of his fellow men as to send them back to slave­
ry? Men who have prayed and fought for 
their liberty, and now when their star of hope 
glimmers in the east, no one but a traitor and a 
villain would darken it. Could every man at 
the North, who thinks of voting the Copper­
head ticket, have stood where the 121st was 
when I received your letter, I'll wager my right 

arm that they would have hung their heads in 
shame, like men who had been caught stealing, 
and were obliged to own it. Let every young 
man of Otsego rally around the old Flag, and 
with the starry Banner in one hand, the Con-

stitution in the other, stand by the Administra­
tion and give the copperheads a lasting re­
buke by voting the Union ticket. The news 
is good from every quarter, each State giving 
a large Union majority. Now is the time for 
the Empire state to wipe out that disgrace she 
incurred last fall, by giving us a Union victory. 
The men in the field will do their duty, let the 
men at home do theirs. I remain your son, 

S. E. P. 

Otsego Republican. 
COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 
SATURDAY MORNING, Nov. 14, 1863. 

Soldier's Letters. 

CAMP OF THE 121st New YORK VOL'S., 
WARRENTON, Va., Nov. 7, 1863. 

FRIEND HENDRYX:—This is a beautiful day. 

The sun shines ... and bright, with not a 
cloud to dim the blue expanse above us. The 
trees of the field and forest are clothed with 
their autumn garb of red and yellow. Scarcely 
a breeze stirs the withered leaf; it is one of 
Autum's lovely, dreamy days. 

There is nothing transpiring with us to dis­
turb the monotony of camp life. Our regiment 
is encamped in a pine grove, about half a mile 
from Warrenton. There is a brickyard near us, 
and the boys are availing themselves of its con-
tents, as may be seen by the chimnies attached 
to their log huts. For mortar, we use the red, 
sticky mud peculiar to Virginia soil, and is easi-
ly obtained, especially after a rain. Company 
and battalion drills have again commenced. The 
commanding officer of the regiment understands 
how to bring it to a high state of drill and dis­
­ipline, and to retain the same; for efficincy in 
these, the regiment is acknowledged to be sec-
ond to none. 

The 152d is encamped a short distance from 
us; we see some of them every day; they are 
in the 2d corps. We do not expect to remain 
long in this place, and rumors are rife among 
us, as they always are in an army. I t is stated, 
that we are going forward here, or are to be 
sent to Tennessee; either would be acceptable. 

We have heard that the Empire State has 
repented of her last years' decision, about-faced 
and wheeled into the Union column. This is 
glorious news, and the soldiers, without distinc­
tion of party, are greatly rejoiced at the result. 
We see in the verdict of the people, that New 
York will stand by her sons in the field, that 
"the Union must and shall be preserved." If 
the soldiers had been permitted to vote, the re­
sult would have been grander still—of course 
there would be no consistency in a soldier vo­
ting other than the Union ticket. Seymour is 
politically dead and should be entombed with 
the man that "watched over the border." We 
will not forget the veto on the bill allowing the 
soldiers to vote. 

Now that the election is over, let the people 
devote themselves to the cause of the Union in 
another direction—let volunteering be attended 
to. The inducements for enlisting are great, if 
bounties are any object; but to the truly patri­
otic, there is a greater than this; our liberties 
are assailed and must be maintained. Traitors 
wishing to overthrow the Government and es­
tablish one whole corner stone shall be Slavery, 
must be put down, and hope that their corner 
stone shall be consigned to the waters of Ob­
livion, with them. If the quotas are not filled 
by the appointed time, the draft that will fol­
low, we hope, will be of a more cooling nature 



than the first. When we look at the result of 
the late conscription, we are led to notice some 
of the methods adopted by individuals to have 

the examining Board pronounce them unsound. 
We were not aware that so many or our friends 
were among the "lame, halt and blind," and af­
flicted with so many of the "numerous ills that 
flesh is heir to;" and hope for the benefit of gen­
­rations yet to be, that the soldier may soon re-
turn. 

We are informed that some men with M. D. 
attached to their names, for a fee, did endeavor 
to procure the exemption of several from mili-
tary duty. Various modes were resorted to--
one was, washing the eyes with a lotion that 
irritated them, making men sick by doctoring 
them for diseases that they never had, &c., thus 
bringing to light many weak-eyed, weak-backed, 
and a great number of weak-minded individu­
als. People who boast that they are American 
citizens, thus sneaked out of duty; three hun­
dred dollars were paid, and love of country com­
pletely ignored. The patriotism that should be 
burning in their bosoms, has been extinguished 
by self-interest. They wore the patriots garb, 
but like the pseudo Democracy, it was only 
done to serve the devil in. During the coming 
winter we hope to see our armies so augmented 
that the Spring will witness the telling and 
final blow to this accursed rebellion. The end 
will come; "it is a long night that has no morn­
ing;" and the dark clouds that hang over our 
national existence, through the efforts of her 
patriotic sons, trusting in the God of battles, 
will effectually be dispelled, and the sunshine of 
Peace again illumine our Nation's pathway. 

UTICA MORNING HERALD. 
AND DAILY GAZETTE. From the One Hundred and Twenty-first. 

CAMP OF THE 121ST N. Y. V., NEAR 

BRANDT STATION, Va, Nov. 16. 

To the Editor of the Utica Morning Herald: 
At an early hour on the morning of the 7th ult., 

we broke camp near Warrenton and took up our 
line of march towards Rappahannock Station. At 
about 1:30 P. M. we halted in a grove within a mile 
of the Station, where, after resting a few moments 
and taking a hasty lunch from our well filled haver­
sacks, our Company, with a portion of Company B, 
were marched out into the clearing a short distance 
and deployed as skirmishes on the right of a line 
already formed. 

On the brow of a hill directly in our front, at the 
distance of about 500 yards, were to be seen the 
enemy's pickets watching our movements. It was 
then that we first became aware of our close prox­
imity to the enemy. After remaining stationary for 
about an hour, we were ordered to advance to take 
possession of the hill occupied by the enemy, which 
we did—they firing and retreating as we were al-
most upon them. Captain J. D. Fish, of our Com­
pany, was assigned the command of the right of the 
line, and nobly did he acquit himself; Captain Cas-
ler, of Company B, a brave and excellent officer, 
and Lieut. D. D. Jackson, of Company D, both dis­
played great bravery and coolness. After gaining 
the hill, Captain Fish pushed on still further, under 
a severe and galling fire from the retreating skir­
mishers and likewise from behind the entrench­
ments of the enemy, which could be seen at several 
hundred yards distance. The murderous fire of the 
rebs compelled us to take shelter in ditches and 
behind such projections as would afford protection, 
the men firing at the Butternuts as they showed their 
heads above the breastworks. Soon their batteries 
opened, and were promptly responded to by our 
own. For some little time this artillery duel was 
kept up, also the musketry on both sides, until near 
dusk, when the 6th Maine was deployed as a double 
skirmish, they being on the left and we going far­

ther to the right. Thus our line charged upon the 
enemy's works. It was a trying ordeal for our little 
band to pass through, facing as we did a perfect 
storm of bullets. Captain Casler, of Company B, 
was wounded in the arm before reaching the works, 
also Sergeant Round, of the same Company; Corpo­
ral Platt, of our Company, was shot dead, and five 
of our Company badly wounded and several slightly. 
On arriving at the entrenchments my attention was 
attracted by the sound of Captain Fish's voice, who 
by taking an oblique direction had gained the en-
trenchments a little in advance of me, although at 
starting he was 80 yards to my left. Leaping into 
the entrenchments, the first object that met my 
gaze was the Captain; there he stood, dressed in 
full uniform—a prominent mark for the rebel hordes 
that were standing three deep in the ditch at his feet. 
To see him there, almost single-handed, confronting 
that long line of rebels, was enough to remind one 
of Leonidas and his 300 Spartans. One rebel leveled 
his gun at the gallant Captain, but quick as thought 
he drew his revolver and sent a ball whizzing through 
his brain; two others shared the same fate. 
"Men, this way with your bayonets," shouted 
the captain in tones loud enough to be heard to say 
the least. Having not only a bayonet but a loaded 
gun behind it, and a face by no means handsome in 
the rear of that, I rushed forward with my pro­
gramme all laid out. It consisted of but one per­
formance, and that was the cleaning out of that ditch, 
and my success was far ahead of all my expectations. 
In an incredibly short space of time there was not 
a grey coat to be seen except those who were killed 
and wounded, and we were masters of the field. I 
do not know the exact number of our men in the 
ditch, but of one thing I am sure, we were not more 
than 1 to their 10. Lieut. Jackson and Sergeant 
Youker were there, and fought bravely, but as my 
mind was not on anything else but the enemy in 
front I had no time for observation; neither can I 
select any as worthy of special notice; I can only 
speak of such as came under my immediate obser­
vation. Corporal James Hough of Schuyler being 
on my left all the afternoon and very near me, 
I had an opportunity to notice his bravery and 
coolness; likewise Sergeant Post who was near me 
for some time. It is sufficient to say that all did 
nobly. The spot where we found privates Watson 
and Eastwood, from its close proximity to where the 
main body of the rebels were, is sufficient evidence 
of his bravery. 

Soon after we had driven the enemy out of the 
first line of entrenchments up came the 5th Maine 
and 121st N. Y. charging past us and making one 
of the most brilliant and successful charges on re­
cord—the 6th Maine and 5th Wisconsin having al­
ready so gallantly charged on the left. With the 
details of that brilliant charge you are already fam­
iliar. Although not a native of New York, having 
been born in the sturdy hills of New Hampshire, I 
am nevertheless proud of the fact that I belong to 
the gallant 121st. And of one other fact I am a 
little proud, and you will pardon me (for I say it 
modestly), that is, although not myself a native of 
New York, I am the possessor of one of Herkimer 
county's best and fairest daughters, whose patriotic 
letters have contributed in no small degree to keep 
up my spirits during my long absence from home 
with all its endearments. One thing more and I 
will close, having already written too much. It is 
impossible to say too much in praise of Col. Upton. 
Such daring coolness and judgment as he displays 
are as wonderful as rare, and the more so when we 
take into consideration his youth. Long live our 
gallant Colonel. We are expecting a move soon in 
the direction of the enemy. Yours truly, 

PRIVATE, 
Co. D, 121st N. Y. V. 

Presentation to General Meade. 
SPECIAL DISPATCh TO T H E W O R L D . 

WASHINGTON, November 11. 
A very interesting ceremony took place at 

General Meade's headquarters to-day. The 
stand of colors captured from the rebels at Rap-
pahannock Station on Saturday were presented 
to him by the soldiers who captured them. I am 
not aware that there is a precedent for this event 



in the course of the war. 
The troops who took the colors presented them 

to General Meade, with nine cheers. They were 
composed of the One Hundred and Twenty- first 
New-York, Fifth and Sixth Maine, and the Fifth 
Wisconsin, belonging to the brigades of General 
Russel, and Colonel Upton, First division, Sixth 
army corps. General Meade surrounded by his 
staff, received the troops upon their arrival. 
Colonel Upton, in a short but very appropriate 
speech, presented the colors. General Meade 
in accepting them, spoke so clearly and 
distinctly that every word could be heard from 
one end of the line to the other. In language 
admirably suitcd to the occasion he assured both 
officers and men that he accepted the colors with 
great satisfaction. He had informed the Presi­
dent that their capture was one of the most bril­
liant acts of the war. And with such trophies of 
their courage before him he had every confidence 
that they would be prepared to encounter, if 
need be, even greater obstacles and more im­
minent danger, should be call upon them to do so. 

Major-General Sedgwick, of the Sixth corps, 
with Generals Wright, Russell, Talbot, Howe, 
Neil, and their respective staffs, were present at 
the presentation. 

ANOTHER DSISPATCH. 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

November 11—8:30 P. M. 
Yesterday afternoon Colonel Upton, who com­

­anded the brigade which last Saturday so suc­
cessfully charged and captured the enemy's 
works at Rappahannock Station, accompanied by 
deputations from each of the regiments partici­
pat ing in the assault, presented General Meade 
with eight battle flags taken at that time. No 
previous notice had been given, and the affair 
was entirely unexpected and unprovided for. 

Colonel Upton presented the flags in the name 
of his command, naming the regiments—the 
Fifth and Sixth Maine, the Fifth Wisconsin, and 
One Hundred and Twenty-first New-York (the 
latter Colonel Upton's own regiment). General 
Meade replied as follows: 

I receive with great satisfaction the battle-flags, 
evidences of the good conduct and gallantry you 
displayed on the 7th inst. in the assault upon the 
enemy's position at Rappahannock station, intrench-
­­ with redoubts and rifle-pits, and defended by ar­
tillery and infantry. Carried as it was, at the point 
of the bayonet, it was a work which could 
only be executed by the best of soldiers, and the re-
sult, of which you may justly proud, gives me 
great confidence that in future operations I can im-
plicitily rely on the men under my command doing, 
when called on, all that men can do; and although it 
is my desire to place you in such positions as to avoid, 
if possible, recurring to such severe tests, yet there 
are occasions, such as the recent one, when it is the 
only and the best course to pursue, and to fell, as I do 
now, that I command men able and willing to meet 
and overcome such obstacles, is a source of great sat-
isfaction. I shall transmit these flags to the war De-
partment. I have already reported your good con­
duct, and received and transmitted to your comman-
ders the approval of the President. I shall prepare, 
as soon as I receive the requisite information, 
a general order, in which it is my de­
sire to do justice to all the troops who have 
distinguished themselves. And it is my pur­
pose by every means in my power to have those 
soldiers rewarded who have merited such distinction. 
In the name of the army and the country I thank you 
for the services you have rendered, particularly for 
the example you have set, which I doubt not, on 
future occasions will be followed and emulated. 

A band of music accompanied the deputation. 
After a few moments of congratulation and social 
intercourse the deputation took leave and re­
turned to camp. 

Letter from the 121st. 

We publish below a description of 
the engagement at Rappahannock Sta­
tion, from the pen of our gifted towns­
man, Capt. CLEAVELAND J. CAMPBELL. 
The reader will see that his description 
of it is far superior to any yet published. 
I t would be better for the future histo­
ry of our country, and more encourag­
ing to our gallant army, were such lucid 
descriptions of all our engagements 
furnished by those who participate in 
them, and from their military knowl­
edge, able to appreciate the various 
manoeuvres which so often decide the 
most important battles. 

Camp 121st.. N. Y. Vols., Near B randy 

Stat ion. Nov. 20th, 1863. 

To the Ed i to r of the Cherry Val ley Gazet te : 

S I R : It is all important in a war like 
the present, that the newspaper reports 
of gallant achievements should be ex­
act, just and reliable. Not only will 
the historian be dependent, to great ex-
tent, upon them for his materials, but 
the men who are making history look 
to the press for such a record of their 
hard-earned victories, as shall satisfy 
their own ideas of justice, and recom-
pense their families and themselves for 
the sacrifices all have undergone. With 
the true soldier a desire for military 
reputation is second only to love of 
country, and an army which, like this, 
has felt the gloom of so many reverses, 
requires the influence of every ray of 
glory which favoring Providence may 
cast upon its path. I have as yet seen 

no description of the late engagement 
at Rappahannock Station which, in my 
opinion, conveys a correct idea of what 
is universally conceded to have been 
one of the most brilliant actions of the 
war; and I am thereby induced to send 
to your journal the following statement 
of facts. Honor to whom honor is 
due : 

The Sixth Army Corps broke camp 
at Warrenton about day-break, on the 
7th of November, marched upon the 
Fayetteville road toward the Rappa­
hannock, the distance to which, at the 
point where the railroad crosses, is 
about twelve miles. A plain about a 
mile in width, stretches from the north 
bank of the river back to a wood large 
and dense enough to cover the move-
ment of an army. This wood was 
reached by the Sixth Corps, at about 1 
o'clock. The several regiments march­
ing by left flank doubled, as they came 
up, in such a manner that, by simply 
facing to the front, they formed two lines 
of battle toward the enemy, but con-

b2.yo3.et


cealed from their observation. In this 
order of battle, General Terry with the 
Third Division, was upon the right; 
Gen. Howe, with the Second Division, 
in the center, and General Wright's 
Division, (the first) commanded that 
day by General Russell, on the left of 
the Corps. The Fifth Corps (General 
Sykes) had advanced upon the Bealton 
road, and took up position to the left of 
the Sixth, just after the formation of the 
line. The railroad embankment divi-
ded the the corps. The whole force 
was commanded by General Sedgwick, 
whose corps (the Sixth) was temporari­
ly placed in command of Gen. Wright 
of the First Division. The north bank 
of the river above the railroad crossing 
and opposite the position of the First 
Division of the Sixth Corps, above de­
­cribed, commands the plain except at 
one point, about seven hundred yards 
from the stream where a slight undula­
tion affords a partial protection against 
artillery. In order to effect a crossing 
it became necessary to advance over this 
plain, in full view and within easy range 
of the enemy's guns planted upon the 
elevation in the north bank, as well as 
of the heavy pieces on the further side 
of the river. The natural advantages 
of the rebel position had been greatly 
improved by the construction of a work 

composed of bastions and curtains open 
to the rear, and covering a pontoon 
bridge which afforded the only means 
of communication; the railroad bridge 
having been totally destroyed. The 
right of this work rested upon the riv-
er just above the railway embankment, 
and the left was protected by a senated 
line of rifle-pits, some seven hundred 
yards in length, extending from the 

heavy work to a point upon the river 
bank where the hill slopes gradually in­
to the plain. The position was held 

as was afterwards ascertained by Col. 
Godwin's Brigade, (formerly General 
Hope's,) composed of the 6th, 7th and 
54th North Carolina regiments, rein­
forced during the afternoon, by General 
Hayes' Louisiana Brigade, composed of 
the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th regiments 
from that State. The Louisiana Guard 
Battery of five pieces, was in position 
in the work, and two twenty-pound 
parrots captured by the rebels at Win­
chester, were so placed as to sweep the 

whole plain. This position was to be 
carried. General Russell commanding, 
as above stated, the First Division of 

the Sixth Corps, asked permission to 
take it. The work was done as fol-

lows: 

At about 3 p. m. skirmishers were 
called for from the Second and Third 
Brigades. From the former, two com­
panies of the 121st N. Y.; from the 
latter, six companies of the 6th Maine, 
were detailed. The line followed by 
their supports, consisting of about half 
of the detail, advanced across the plain 
over the ridge before alluded to, and up 
to within three hundred yards of the 
pit, driving before them the rebel skir­
mishers, who had been thrown out upon 
their appearance. Our line here halt­
ed, and seeking such cover as they 
might, kept up a brisk firing for more 
than two hours. At about 5 o'clock the 
whole division was ordered to advance. 
In two lines of battle, and with their 
customary steadiness, they marched 
through the iron storm which fell be­
fore, behind, among them, and halted 
about a thousand yards nearer the ene-

my's works than before, under partial 
cover, and having suffered but a slight 
loss. By this time the sun had nearly 
set. As his last beams were falling 
athwart the plain. General Russell or­
dered forward the 3d brigade, com­
manded by Col. Ellmaker of the 119th 
Pa., and consisting of that regiment 
the 6th Maine, the 5th Wisconsin, and 
the 49th Pa. The 6th Maine supported 
by the 5th Wisconsin, led the attack. 
The skirmishers of the brigade fell in as 
their regiment came up, and joined in 
the charge. Capt. Fish, with his fifty-
three men of the 121st N. Y., advanced 

with the 3d brigade, exclaiming, as 

they came up, "by ____ you shall not 
take the fort alone; we have been help­
ing to drive them all the afternoon, and 
we want our share of the glory." On 
went the charging party, their path 
marked by their dead and dying,—up 
to the pit,—over the wall,—into the ri­
fle-pit. Hand to hand,—using the bay­
onet,—they drove the North Carolinians 
out of their own stronghold, and cap­
tured the rebel gunners at their guns 
Sergeant Roberts of the 6th Maine, 
tears the rebel colors from the hands of 
the standard-bearer, unwilling to relin­
quish them; another young hero of 
that regiment brains a rebel officer still 
trying to sight a cannon on the "Yank­
ees," and the fort is in our possession 
within fifteen minutes after the attack 
commenced. 

But the long line of rifle-pits is still 
filled with the famous (in southern 
hearts) Louisiana Tigers, carrying on 
their banners, the name of every battle 
field from West Point to Bristol, in 
which the Stonewall Division has taken 
part, for they were the pet brigade of 



the misguided enthusiast Jackson. T h e y 
knew the ground thoroughly , until now 
they supposed themselves able to hold 
a position against twenty thousand men; 
almost total darkness has fallen upon 
the scene ; they have been made aware 
of the loss of the fort, by the fugitives 
whom they are accusing as "cowardly 
tar-heels ." Twice they have driven 
Captain Fisk and his men into the fort 
from the rifle-pit, into which, his be ing 
on the r ight of the attack, led him, and 
now they can be dimly seen forming 
line of batt le perpendicular to the line 
of their works, in order to attack the 
fort upon the unprotected flank, and 
upon the open rear. Gen. Russell ever 
among his troops, when not before 
them, sees the desperate state of affairs, 
and sends an order to Colonel Up ton , 
commanding the 2d brigade, to br ing 
up two regiments and occupy the rifle-
pits to the first angle. T h e skirmish-
ers of the 5th Corps advanced at the 
same t ime with those of the 6th, had 
been checked at the rai lway embank-

ment as they were coming up on the 
left, and a l though a few brave fellows 
had joined the 3d brigade and were 
with them in the fort, the main body 
were too far off to render the immedi-
ate assistance required. So General 
Russell ordered two regiments up from 
the 2d br igade. T h e 5th Maine and 
the 121st N. Y. , were in the first l i ne ; 
the 95th and the 96th Pa . , in the second. 
T h e first line was selected for the attack. 
Up ton told the men what was expected 
of them by Gen. Russel l and by him­
self; said some of us will fal l ,—those 
who do will go to H e a v e n ; those who 
remain will take the work fo rward : 
5th Maine and 121st. T h e two regi-

ments advanced ; the former command-
ed by Col. E d w a r d s , the la t ter ( C o l 
Upton ' s ) commanded by Major Mather; 
Col. U p t o n in command of the line. 
Double columns were fo rmed ; muske t s 
were loaded, the step changed to dou­
ble quick. Fif ty rods from the works 
the columns were dep loyed ; t w e n t y -
five rods farther halt was ordered ; 
knapsacks were unsprung; bayonets 
fixed; "charge b a y o n e t s ; " " ' forward, 
double quick, march," shouted the Col-
onel, and the two regiments had, in five 
minutes, more accomplished thei r work 
wi thout firing a shot, and thanks to the 
darkness with slight loss. But the 
rebel line of battle had been formed 
still fur ther to the r igh t than the angle 
of t h e rifle-pit indicated, by Gen. R u s -
sell, and at which the r ight of the 5th 
Maine rested. T h e main body of the 

enemy were still there , sa... 
defiant. They had changed from ... 
were doing so, prepared to defend 

themselves to the last in their pits, if 
obliged to forego the pleasure of reta-
k ing the forts. Informat ion had been 
sent to Gen. Russel l , that the prescribed 
portion of the rifle-pit, was in our pos­
session, and orders were asked for. 
T h e General directed t h a t the two reg-
iments hold their g round and thus pro-
tect the fort. Before these orders 
reached Col. Up ton , however , tha t of-
ficer had de termined tha t the moment 
was propit ious for a more brilliant man-
oeuvre. Reforming the line on the out-
side of the rifle-pits, the reg iments 
moved by the r ight flank, and at a dou-
ble quick r ight a long the works. W h e n 
nearly opposite the rebel force, Col. 
Upton shouted, "don ' t fire a s h o t ; if 
they fire at you, l ie d o w n ; there are 
three lines of bat t le b e h i n d ; let t hem 
march over you, and storm the works ." 
Capt. Wilson, Assis tant Adju tan t Gen­
eral, t hough wounded th rough the 
r igh t arm, waved a captured color in 
his lap, and shouted, " F o r w a r d every 
lover of his Count ry . " Major Mather 
cried, " R e m e m b e r Salem Chapel , " and 
the line formed in an instant by the left 

flank, for the second t ime went over the 
works. This t ime they were crowded 
with the enemy, but confused by their 
recent change of front, supposing as 
they afterwards s t rongly expressed 
it, tha t "all hell was corning," and 
th ink ing that the i r only chance for mer-
cy, lay in non-resistance to our over­
whelming force, over fourteen hundred 
rebels surrendered to five hundred and 

s ixty-e ight loyal men, and th rowing 
down their arms begged for that quar-
ter, which the Louisiana br igade is 
charged with having often refused to the 
unfortunate prisoners they have taken. 
T h e left of the 121st was swung 
around to the river, cu t t ing off all re-
treat, and no th ing remained but to ga th-
er the spoils. T h e y were even beyond 
expectation. As the result of less than 
an hour 's engagement , t he 3d br igade 
had captured a fort, four pieces of ar-

tillery, a battle-flag, and many prisoners. 
The 2d br igade had captured a long 
line of rifle-pits, a b r idge train, a hun-

dred and three officers, th i r teen hundred 
and thir ty-seven enlisted men, six bat-
tle flags, one color lance from which the 
flag had been torn, and about fifteen 
hundred stands of small a rms. T h e 
rebel General H a y e s , unfortunately es-

caped, having important business to 
transact on the other side of the river, 
just after the commencemen t of the at-



tack. Col. Penn who took command 
of the Louisiana brigade, upon H a y e s ' 

retreat, being called upon by Col. Ed-
wards of the 5th Maine, to surrender , 
in a manner somewhat peremptory , 
asked time for deliberation. "Not a 
moment" said Colonel E . , " th is way 
guard . " "Then here is my sword," 
said Col. Penn . " A n d your men?" 
" I am no longer in command. You 
must ask the commanding officer." So 
each surrendered for himself, and very 
anxious each was to do i t ,—and very 
much mortified was each, the next morn-
ing, to learn tha t t hey—the invincibles 
—behind en t renchments , had surren-
dered to a force of less than half their 
number. The re can scarcely be a ques-
tion but that the two regiments were 
saved from annihilation by Col. Up ton ' s 
masterly handl ing of his small force, 
and by the skillful manner in which he 
conveyed to the enemy the idea tha t 
they were to be overwhelmed. N o 
words of praise are too s t rong to be 
applied to the gal lant men, who, tha t 
night , so dist inguished themselves by 
their cool, de termined courage. T h e 
loss so slight, (about two hundred in the 
3d Brigade, and only sixty in the 2d,) 
in comparison with that, in so many 
hard-fought, but fruitless s t ruggles , 
does not obscure the victory of the liv-
ing with the blood of the dead. Those 
who survive will cherish the m e m o r y 
of tha t proud m o m e n t of their l ives, 

and those who fell will be still more 
honored for hav ing taken par t in the 

glor ious s t ruggle in which they met 
their deaths. 

CLEVELAND J . C A M P B E L L , 

Capt. 121st, N. Y. Vols. 

OTSEGO REPUBLICAN. 
COOPERSTOWN, N. Y. 
SATURDAY MORNING, April 9, 1864. 
From the 121st Regiment. 

NEAR BRANDY STATION, VA., March 28th, 1884. 

MR. EDITOR, Dear S i r : Being a private of 
this regiment and an admirer of the Republican, 
I take the liberty of addressing you a few lines, 
knowing you be the soldiers' friend, and hoping 
you will not be offended. I hope you will insert 
this in your paper, which is valued very highly 
by the boys that represent old Otsego in this 
regiment. 

We have had some very unpleasant weather 
for the last few days. On Tuesday evening, 
the 22d, snow fell to the depth of 10 inches, but 
it has nearly all disappeared, and bad roads or 

mud are the fruits of a snow storm in Virginia. 
Our camp is very beautifully located on the 
banks of the Hazel river, about three miles from 

Brandy Station. And let me say that it is ad-
mitted by every one that has seen our camp, to 
be one of the finest in the army of the Potomac. 

The health of the regiment is excellent, only 
two deaths have occurred this winter. 

Lieut. Col. Olcott is in command of the regi-
ment, and wherever he leads the 121st will fol-
low him. He is a splendid officer, and is well 
liked by both officers and men. 
Col. Upton is in command of this brigade. 
Major Mather is assigned to a colored regiment; 
also Capt. Campbell of company C, and Lieut. 

Bates of Company I. 
Lieut. S. E. Pierce is in command of compa-

ny F, and makes a good officer, although the 
boys of company F . regret the loss of the bold 

and gallant Capt. Wendell, who they all wor-
shipped; but they find in Lieut. Pierce a noble 

and generous officer, and he has the confidence 
of the company. He is always looking out for 
the wants of his men, and ever ready to benefit 

a private to the extent of his ability. 
Capt. Cronkhite has just returned from old 

Otsego, where he has been on a short leave of 
absence. He is looking hale and hearty. One 
of the great features of our camp, is a cottage 
house that was built for Col. Olcott by mem-
bers of the regiment. It excels anything in 
the army; and I think the Colonel appreciates 
its value. 

You would be surprised to see with what 
eagerness the boys look for the Republican. 

York State has proclaimed that her soldiers 
shall have the right of suffrage while absent, 

battling for one of the best governments that 
ever existed; and loyal men of Otsego need 
have no fears but what the voice that will come 

from the 121st, will be all they could ask for. 
As to that man that stopped his paper be-

cause Leonard Spicer was not willing the sol-
diers should vote, we would say to him and 
Leonard, depart ye into rebeldom, and there 

worship a government and ruler that nothing 
but fiends would approbate. 

The regiment will soon be presented with a 
new stand of colors, on which will be inscribed 
the battles of Salem Chapel and Rappahan-

nock Station, in which it will be remembered 
the regiment fought nobly. 

We expect, soon, to be inspected by Lieut. 
Gen. Grant. The boys are all anxious to see 
the hero of Vicksburg. 

More anon. Adieu, A PRIVATE. 

From the Little Falls Journal, 
From the 121st Regiment . 

CAMP OF 121ST N. Y. V., 
NEAR SPOTTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE, May 20, 1864. 
I t is some time since you have heard from us, 

who have left our firesides and friends to free 
our country of rebels and disgrace. I will give 
you a brief sketch of our battles and travels 
for fifteen days, under the care and command of 
Col. Upton, the hero of Rappahannock Station, 
the beloved of all in the corps, the idol of his 
command. 

The first three days' fighting was most severe 
on both sides, but after a time the tide turned 
and we lay for three days in line of battle shift­
ing from right to left, the rebels shelling us and 
pouring in canister shot like hail. But our men 
stood firm as a rock, taking it as it came and 
confident of ultimate victory. At the last hour 
of daylight the division of rebs, under the com­
­and of Gen. Johnson, made a flank movement 
on our right, the attack commencing about 7 
o'clock P. M. With one grand rush they broke 
our lines on the right and came like yelling 
bloodhounds over the hills; but their fun was 


