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Boldier's Letter.

]
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/ 2. f 2-’? CalT KEAR COUPEFFER, Va.,
o Sopt. 21st, 1963,

Frmenn Heworvk : Having satifactorily pe-
rused the Republican, which comes every Moo-

day evening, 1 thought that I wonld let you
know in ‘what portion of the Old Dominion the
1215t Holds forth. }

‘Last . week, ou Tuesday efterncon we lef
New Baltimere and halted at Warrenton that
night, and remained there until all commissary,
atores were removed, which was antil the eve-
ning of the next day; when we left for Sulphur
Springs, atriving there at 10:30 e. #.

If we had remained in New Baltimore a few
hours longer, we would bave witnessed a horse-
race, a8 sorme of the sporting class had a fine
track in readiness:. Races were becomiri gnite
prevalent just before we trotted for Culgepper.

Sulphar Springs is 2 little vitlage sttuated on |
Hedgeman river; it ia noted for its mineval wa-
ter, and formerly was a great resort of the F-.

F. V's. The prineipal hotel is in ruina. Wa

left the Springs next worning &t five o’clock, -

apd arrived here at four p. M., baving traveled
twenty miles, crossed three rivers, fording two
of them. The boys“were woary and footaore
a3 bhe roads were roiigh and hilly, and the day
Warnl, ' ..

Wea are oow lying on a turnpike leading to
Culpepper, and three miles from it. Tiaing
vue  tbrough from Alevandria <to Calpepper.
The 34 and 6th Corps lis hetwixt this place and
the railrosd. :

The rebals are in foree on the Rapidan to dis-
pute onr erossing.

The eouptry heve is very aneven, being a sue- |

cession of Jill and dale. West of ns’the Blue
o "% here have heen
00 crops raised here ; occasionally we ses a fow

acres of corn, and when we halt they are net

seen very long. Teamsters make requisitions |

on the felds, for corn, and the boysfind that
tha stalks make tolerable poft beds,

We wera gratified to find the list in the cons-
ty papers, of those who drew “prizes” at the
recent dvaft ; and aa the names were read they
ware weleomed with cries of “good,” “hully for
him ;" and if & copperhedd’s name was an-
nounced, it was receivad with aproarons joy-

Boon New York will pass throngh the excite-
ment of ancther election, and wea “hipe to hear
that ghe bas retrieved what was lost last Fall,
and that the Union army at ihe polla will go
haed in baad with the Union army in the figid—

on to vietory. Thoe success of ghe Uvion tigket

will chieer ws; the suecess of {he Seymour. £

Wood ticket will encourage Jeff, Davis & Oo; -

_ A. DAVISON.
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 soldiers Letter. -

. Caxp or THE 1218t K. Y. Vois.,
: & 18n Rapoax, Qotober 9th, 1863, )
Frigwp Hewpryx: ~ince I wror» you last, .
we have changed oor pmsition fromn the vesr to
the front. Last Sundey vrders eame to be ready :
ito move early on the following Monday, At
:the time appointed, the 6Lh covpa was en rauls |
for the bapks of the Rapidan river. W passed |
'through Calpepper and Ioliowed the railroad, '
i which runs in a senthwesterly direction nntif we
ieame to the camp of the 2d corps; this corps
‘was doiug the p_i,cf:'eting tere. Ag eoon as they
i were relieved by'ns,  théy struck tents, packad
i knapsseis, andt marched toward Culpepper,
be 171st, addodn a2 it arrived here, was o1
dered to the pickbtline. Yesterday we ware
relieved and retarned to our csmp, situaied a
mile from the pickets. 5
The Bapidan is very narrow at this plece. |
The pickats secopy the banks of the viver, and |
iard withio talking distance of each other ; some- |
times paying visits across the lige. i
Bshal deserters come into our linss every |
dey; one oight an-sutire post, consisting of |
bive mey and & corporzl, deserted snd came|
over; they all seom to be hizhly plessed with |
the chaage, and express a desire to do all they |
can for the government they were laboring to
destroy. W can see -the rebe! encampments |
on the fow hills soath of the rivar, together with
1o long tine of rifie-pits and embankments,  The!
other day I caw about one hundred of thom as
busy &5 they could be, digging rifle-pite about
kixty rods from the picketline. I think thiais
done a5 & -biind, and tkai tha hills will soog be i
evacuated by them. :
This forenoon wa witnessed thie execution of
2 deserter from the lat brigads of this corps -
the 1st division, to which our brigsde belougs,
was presont—a boliow square was formed, open
ot one side; nt the hour appointad the wagon
rppeared, conteining the dussrter, seated upen
his coffin sud in couversaiion with the minister
i by bis side. As the wazon eatared the square,
i the division band commenced playing the “Dead |
I March i” and ag the team pessed along in front
of the diffzcant brigades, their bands joined in
the solemn masie. Onarriving io the center of
the open eidv of the squarg, the coffin was ro-
moved, placed epon the ground, the soiortunata
man placed upon it, kis hnnds were thes tied
behind hirm, ’d" handkerchief placed over his:
eyes, and iu & few minutes hiz body was plerced
with bullets and life was extingt. Buoch is the
reward of thosqwho desers their cynntry’s flag

more desertions joto Queen Victorin’s domip-
i fong, Seymour had betwer call out the militia te
do picket duty along the Canndian frontise.
Gt camp 1 very pleasantly sitnated in the
coroer of & white oak grove, on the Somerville !
piwntetion. This plavtaiion i o large, level
tract of Jund, eontaiving several thousand acres; !
the Orange and Alexandriz yailroad rnnning
ithrough it. The priveipal dwelling on the es- |
itate s mow the headguarters of Gen. Wrighs,
i commanding tha 1st division of the 6th corps.
! The health of the regiment is good, and alf
j ave enfoying. a soldier's life finely. Dr. Slecum,
brother of Maj. Gen. Slocum, is the Ohief Sur-
goon of the 121as¢, :
i _ Those whe wera captuved snd paroled at

in the day of her affliction. To prevent epy i




f;_];‘;_-g;_ierif:kahur%h on the &d of May, ars now ex- |
cﬁsmg_ea,ané ave been retwrned to their re- |
speglive regiments. . oo
.‘:ua.g%‘;gr the present, allis*qniet on the Rapidan, |
{'E’g_:__-lf there is anythiug that occars of anynate, |
1T will trensmit it’to you. : ADC} i

- Oigego Republican,

SATERDAY MORNIXNG, Gct. 31, 1863,
"COOPERSTOWN, N. Y.

" Boldier's Letier,

. Caye 1213t Rpe'z, N. ¥ V.

Wazmmnrew, Va. Oclober S1st,1968.

Dear Parents:—Wo have pagsed through '
another campaign and so far I af-all safe. It
s just five weeks ago to-day since we passed
throngh thie place and we bave beon very bosy
ever since. I received yours of thé 11th while
we laid ip Jine of battle near Centreville, wait-
ing very patiently for Gen. Lee to give nsacall;
1 gness that be thought we would give him =
warmer reception than he would - like, for he

While at, or near Ceatreville, I made a visil to
# family by the neme of Pierce, formerly from

Bulington, Gtsego Co” The family consisted
of an old lady, her daughter and som, though
theson had not been at bome for sbout a
month. They were gotd -Uvion people, and
for beiog so they have suffered much. The old
lady’s husband wes taken hy the rebels to Rich-
mound, where from bad treatment he died—
‘They came soutk some forty years age. They
heard from some of the officars that I was
there, and they sent me &0 jnvitation to come
and dine with - them ¥ I had & very pleasunt
visit, They are coming north this winter, and
you need not be surprised if they give you a
call. - T lefy them your address,

The draft does not amount to much, as yon
say, throngh copperhead influence it has proved
4 failure, though I think it is for the beet; the
first Bali Run was a sad mistake, but we were
| the wizer. I think the next draft that is made
the three hundred dollar clanse will be left out
thereby shutting out such means ag the copper-

eads can bring forth fo stop it.

Father, what kind of a thing have the cop-
perlends nominated for Zenator? I see by hig
letter of acceptance ihat Be talks of restoring
the Union ag it was, and the Constitntion as it
io. He has ceriainly been asleep for the lnst
five years, or be don't koow anything. Ha
might as well iry to stop the waters of a Mia-
sissippi, or hinsh the roar of a Nisgara es to
reatore the Toion as it was. Can he cver re-
siore to us the treasure we have expended, or
the blood we have shed, or repay us for the
hardships and privations we have endored ?—
No! "Why ther should he talk in that manner,
unless it be to deceive the prople? Wonld he
be so ungrateful for the services of thousands
of hia fellow men ad to sénd them back to slave-
ty? Men who have prayed and fought for
| their Eberty, and now when their star of hope
ulimmers in the east, no one but a traitorand a
villain would darken it. Could every man at
the North, who thinks of voting the Copper-
head ticket, have stood where the 121st was
when I received yoarletter, I'll wager my righ

ara that they would have hung their heads i
ghame, like men who had been caught stealing.
and were obliged to own 16 Let every youug
méu «f {taego rally eround the old Flag, snd
Wit starry Banner io one hand, the Qou-

postponed the visit fora more convenient place. -

buiin i n 1y the other, stand by the Administra-

ticn and give the copperheads a lasling re-|,
buke by voting the Union ticket. The vews |

iz good from every guarter, each Btete giving
a large Union majovity, Now is the time for
the Empire - tate to wipe out that disgrace she
inenrred last fall, by giving us & Union victory.
Thefijen in the field will 50 their daty, ket the
memat howe do thews. I remaiv your son,

: 8. E P

POPERSTOWN, N.Y:
83 FURPAY MORNING, Nov, 14, 1583,
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CAMP oF THE 1418t Now Yo YoL's,
- Warueston, Va., Nov. T, 1B63.

Friv . Henorvx i~ This is » beaotifal day. -

The sun a. .. croamt baly with not s
clond to dim the viee .. . oo sbove ua. The
reeg of the fisld and furest are clothed with
heir autumn garb of red and yellow. Hearcely
1 hreeze stirs the withered leaf; it is ooe of
Autum's lovely, dreamy dayz.

There is nothing transpiring with ne to dis-
wurb the monotony of camp life.  Qur regiment
is encamped in a pine grove, shoat half a mile
from Warrenton. 'Thereis-a brickyard near vs,

“wd the boys are availing themselves of itz con-

ents, as way:be seen by the chimoies atiached
i their log buts, For mortar, wa uze the red,
sticky mud pecalisr to Virginia soil, and is easi-
¥ obtained, especially after a rain. Company
ind battalion drills bave again commenced. The
sommandipg officer of the regiment underatands
10w to bribg it to & high state of drill and dis-
sipline, and _io rvetain the same; for efficiney in
'hese, the regiment ia acknowledged to be sec-
md to tone.

The 1524 is encamped a sbort distance from
18; we gee gome of them every day; they are
o the 2d eorps.  We do not aexpect to remain
ong in this place, and rumorg are rife among
13, as they always are in wo army. Tt is stated,
:hat we are golog forward bers, or are to be
ent 1o Tennessee; aither would be sceeptabls.

Wa have heard that the Ewmpire state has
‘epented of her last yenre' decision, aboul faced
and wheeled 1ot the Union coiame., “Tuis is
glorions news, and the soldiers, withent distine-
vion of paity, ace greatly rejoiced at the result.
We ges in the verdict of the people, thot New
York will stand by ber sous in the feld, that
«the Union smust and shall be preserved.,” If
ihe soldiers had been perivitted to vole, the ro-
salt wouid have been grander still—of course
ihere would be no eonsistency in « saldier vo-
ting other than the Uuion ticket. S y.noiris
politically dead and should be entombed with
Lhe man that #waiched over tlie border”” e
will not, forget the veto on the Lill alluwiog the
soldiers 10 vole. .

Now that tha election i3 aver, iet the people

duvote themselves to ihe cause of the Yuisnin .

apoiher dlrection—Iet volunteering be atguded
1. The inducements fer enlistitg are mreal, it
boanties are any obhject; but to the truly patri-
otic, iliere iz & grezier than thig; our lilerties
are asealled and must bs maintained. Traitors
wishing to. overthrow the (fovernmenti and es-
tablish one whose cornir stone shall be Slavery,
must be pat down, and hope thet their corner
sfons shall:bs covsigued to the waters of Ob-
livion, with them. If the quotas are bot filled
by the uppoinied tims, the draf that will fpl-
tow, wa Lope, will le of o more coofing nulure

i/"'g.\
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then the fhiel. When we jook et the resali of
- the late conseripticn, weare led 10 notics some
+F the-methods udopied by individe la to have
the exagidning Board Prongntics them wisound.
We wete uotb sware thaf 80 many of our friends
wore among the “lame, halt and blind,” cud st
fieted witk so many of the “numerous iy thag
iesh i beir to;” and hopa for the beneft of gen-
srations yob to be, thet the soidier way soon re-
tarn.
we are informed that some men with M. 1
atinched to their nemes, for o fee, dig endesvor
o procurecthe cxemption of several from. mili-
tany duty. Verioss modes were resorted io--
dnE WS, wushing the eyes withon lotiva that
writated them, mekisg ‘men sick by dogloring
thew for diseases 1hat ihey naver Lad, &c ; thug
beingiog to light many weak-oyed, weak backed,
and a grest number of weak minded individn-
als. People who hoast that ihey are American
“Itizans, thue sneoked out of duty; th:es buy-
dred dullare were piid, and Jove of coaniry com-
plataly ignored. 'The patticlism that shosid ba

by self-interest. They wore the pririots garb.
but like the pseado Democmcyl,ait' wuséonl):
done to serve the devil in. During the eoining
winter we hope to see ouir armies 8o supmented
iwab the Spring wiil witness the teliing and
#Ainal blow to this accursed vebuijion. Tie evd
_w:ll’l_::ome;f Titida 2 long night that bss vo worn-
log;" and the dark clouds that Lung over our
napiqna_!_ £xistence, through the effurts of her
p:.u.rlqt;c;g;;‘ins, trusting in the God of hattles
will effectimlly be dispelled, and the sonshing of

PEAT T

bursing ju their bosoms, has'besn oxtinguish d -

 fien Worning Herah

' From the One nunﬁm and 'i“!,éixty:ﬂrs
CANE oF tars 13158 N. Y. Vi, Rilir
- BradpT -Bririoi, " Va,  Nov, ] }
"To'tns Kitftor of the Utlda Moriing Herald:
At nn early hour on the morning of the 7ib ult.,

we broke estop pear Wirrenion and teok up our |

tine of aarch towards Rappahannock Statfon, At
abont lfé_n_g‘ ¥, ¥, we halted in'a giove within & mile
of the St.a't%r_';,_ where, after restivg a few moments
and taking & hasty lunch from our well filled haver-
eacks, our Company, with a portion of Coinpany B

were marchisd-out into the clearing i 'short distanc¥|

and deployelt’ay skiiemishey on the right of & lina-
aslready tofthiad. ~ e

On the brow of & hill direcily in our front, at the '

distance of - 4boyt 500 yards, wére to be geen the
enemy's pickets watching our nigvements, It wag
then that . we firsf became awaresof our close prox-
‘imity to the enemy; Afior remaining stationary fér
j about an heat, wa were ordered to wdvanos to:take
i possession of thie hill oceupied by the enemy; which
we did—they firing and retreating as we wete al-
most wpon them,.. . Captain.J. D. Fish, of cur Com-:

line, a1id nob3  soquit himself; Captain Caa
Yer, of" Compasy BS# braye.and excellent officer,:
and Ligit, B.°0; $iékeon, 8f Gshipsny D, both dis-
{ “great’] ,Iﬁi&,‘é_-"jn Feoalydad, . After gaining

bitl, Captein, i pushed on. sl farther, under

A severe wbd galling fire ¥rom. {hg petreating skir-
mishers and likéWisé from' beliind the entrench-

méntsofithio ¢héiliy; which ST Badcen at deveral
‘buridred pacds distitice. . The' miirdérons fira of the
rébs compélled- ui™to’ take shelter in ‘ditches and
behind fucki’ projections ag would-¥fford protection, |
the man firing at the Bultecauta is théyshowed their
hexds above the breastwarke, Soon their Batteries
opeaed, snd wePé prémipt¥irédponded to by our
oW, . For some-litile-tiandjihis rifiletyadubl-was
kept up, also the muskedrg.on botk sidesuntil near .
duslc, wher the 6th Maine was deployed hs@:double

Peace again illumine oar Nation’s pathway. -
o . rijerialell dibiidihe’ SR

pany, wos sssigned the command of the right of the |:

ther o the right. Thuz our line charged upon the
enemy's worke. [t was a trying ordeal for our little
band to pass throngh, facing #8 we did a perfect
storm of bullets, Captain Casler, of Company B,
wag wounded In the arm before resching the works,
also Sergeant Round, of the same Company ; Corpo-
ral Plait, of our Company, was shot dead, and fiva
of our Jompauy badly wounded and seversl slightly,
On arriving at the entrenchments my attention was
attracted by the sount of Captain Fish's voice, who

by taking an oblique direction ;had gained the en-
trenchmentd a liftie in advance of . me, although at
starting he was 80 yarde to my lefs, Lasapiog into
the enmirenchments, the first -object that met my
gaze was the Captain; there ke stood, dresred in
full uniform—a prominent mark for the rebel hordea
that were standing three deep inthe ditch at hisfeet
. Te aee him there, almost gingle-handed, confronting
that long line of rebels, was_enough to remind one
of Leonidas and his 300 Spirtans. Onerebel leveled
Bis gun ot Be gallant Captiii, but quick as thought
he drew hi olver and sent » ball whizz ryagh
biz brain™$fwe othern shared ~thé Fimé —fate.
“ Men, thin way ‘with your bayonets,” shouted

- the captain in tones loud enough to be heard to say
| the léast. Having not only a'hayonet but a loaded

gun hehing it, snd a face by ne medna handsome in

grammse =l 1aid out It consisted of hus one per-
formance, and that wes the cleaning out of that ditch,

& grey coat to be seen except those wlifs werekilled
aad wounded, and we were masters of fhe field. I
de net kaow the exact number of cut men in the
ditch, bl\.lj of one thing Lam sure, we were a0f more
than 1 th"tﬁ’a‘ir 10. Lieut. Juckson andWergesnt
Youker woré there, and fought bravely, bt s my
mind was not on anything else but the enemy in
front I had no time for observation ; neither can 1

4 select any as worthy of special notice ; L can only

apeak of such as came under my immediate obser-
vation. Corperal James Hough of BSchuyler being
onmy left all the afternoon aud very near me,
I bad an lopporsinity. to notice his bravery.and
coofness ; likewize Sergeant Post who was near me
for aome time, 1t is sufficient to say that all did

main body of the rebels were, s sufficient ¢vidence
of hin bravery. )

-Boontaftdt we bad driven the enemy oul of the
frat Jieipgf fintrenchmentd np came the 5tk Maine

of the most brilliant and suceessful charges on re-
cord—the Gth Maine and-8th Wisconsin havifig al-
ready so gallantly charged oo tae left. . JWitl the
detailz of that brilliant charge you are alghad§ fam-
iliar. Although not a native of New York, having

am nevertheless proud of the fact that I belong to
the gallact 121st. And of one other fact T am &
little preud, and you will pardon me (for X say it
modestly), thes is, although Dot mysell a pative of
New York, I am the possessor of one of Herkimer
connty’s best and fairest dsughters, whose patrictic
letters have contributed in no smail degree to keep
up my spifits during my long absence from home
with all its endearments, One thing more and I
will close, having already written too much. It ia
impossiblé to say Yoo much in praise of Ool. Upton,
Such géring ecolness and judgment as he displays

are ga-wopderful a3 rare, and the more so when we

: take info consideration hig youth. -Mng__live our

{gallant Qolonel. We are expecting 4 move soon in
the divection of the enemy. Yours fruly,

P'RIVATE,
Co. D, 121atN. ¥. V.

Fresentation to Geseral Meade. &

' \|HFECIAL DISPATCH TO THE WORLD. | o

RyN S i W asmierox; November 11.,\

h Very intoresting cerewiony took ‘place it

Qepersl Meande’s headquprters to-day. The

stisnd of eolors eaptured from the rebels of Rap-

pahsanock Station on Saturday were presegted

10 him by the soldicrs who ceptured them. Tain

not aware tha' there is a precedunt for ibiy event

the rear ofsibat, I rushed-forward with my pre-.

and my success waa far ahead of all ey expectations.
{ 1n an ineredibly -short space of time-.there was not .

nolly. The spot where wé fonnd privates Watson
and Eastwood, from ita close proximity o wherethe |

and 12tat N. Y. charging past us and making ene’

been born in the srurdy hills of New Hampabire, I.




in the course of the war.

The troops who took the colors presenied them
to GGeneral Meade, with nine cheers They were
composed of the Oue Hundred ‘and Tweonty- first

. New-York, Fifik and Sixth Maine, and the Fifeh

‘Wiaconsin, belonging to the bripudes of General
Raussel, and Colouel Upton, First divisien, [Sixth
- army corpa.. General Meade swrrounded by his
staff, received the iroops upom their arrival,
Colonel Upton, in & shori bub very sppropriaie
speech, preseatcd the colors. tleneral Meade
ia aseepiing  them, spoke so  clearly ond
distinct)y that every word could be heard from
ove end of the line to the other. Is language
adm)ra.bl_',' guited to the. Qqcamon he assured boii
officers and men that ha d5tepied the colors with
great satizfastion. Ie had intoried the Presi-
dent that 4lieir ceptire was one of the most beil-
liant acts of the war, And with suck irpphies of

their courage, hefore him he had every confidenre |

that they would be prcpared te éacounter, if
need be, even greater obstacles snd move jm-
piinent danger, should be eall vipor themt o do so-
_-Majot- Goneral Bedgwick, of the 3ix
with Generald Wright, Russell, Talby
Neil, and their respective staffs, were'p %ﬁ‘ at

the presentaticn. - T ?p 19
: ' ) A DISE LT, Jgj ’ﬂ?ﬂ

HE,\DQUAEM Azaty or Tae Uovorse, 1
Fovember 1N—8: 30 e, &,

s

stefrdm- afteﬂ‘loox- Colone! Upton, wha owm-

ammded the brigade which Ia.gF #EUrday 5o gug-
cessfully _chargcd' and capitited the ememy’s
‘works &t Bappahoannock Btasion, sccompanied by
deputations from cach of the regiments paviici-
pating-in the asseult, presantéd Gefieral Meade
with eight battle fags thaken av that nme. No
previous notice bad been given, and the affair
was entirely uncxpeeted and unprovided for.
Colonel:lfpion presented ihe Aags. ‘}u.,‘fhe name

~of his ¢onimiapd, nawieg the regigents—ihe

J¥ifth and Sixth Maine, the Fifth Wisconsia, and

One Hundred and Twenty-tirsi New-Youk :the

atler Colonel Uptow’s own regiment).  ileneral
Meade replied as tollows : : .

Irecelve with grect satisiaction the battle-flazs,

endeﬂces of the good coadnds and pellaniry yom

'dizplayed on the %tk ivat. 3o the sssiait tpon the

vpemy*s position st Weppahameeek station, intrensch-
&d with redoubts azd rifle-pits, ané defended by ar-
tillery and intantry. Carried 2z ik wee, 2t the paing
of the bayomet, & was s wosle  waeien ooaid
ouly be execnted by the host of acldl w0 the rae
sult, of which you may juatly b
great confidence Lhat In futave apghttions [ c.u is-
plicitity rely on the men nnder w mmand i,
~when calted on, all that men eui dog 2nd #like: «u 1«
j8 My desire W ;}acﬂ Foa in ench porifions a5 tus iy
if poasible, reoorTing to such ssere tosts, Fab tLere
are goeedions, such 23 tha reznnt oo, Whan it is she
enly #pd the host conrae to wmrane, sudis Mok, ne Dl
utw, ihist X command wen a0 sud. Wiling (o e
wed oyoreeme »ueh ohglacles, 15 o soioen e goeat s
teetion., T ehell transmit (thege fagd' te tie Wir -
wrl.mrv..-. i ]13‘1‘(‘ nlm‘ :v remr*m] ﬁj(mr mu:l con-~

ders theappraval of the l‘xemdent. I aha]l prepars,
@3 Poon a8 ] reseive e reqaieite  Information.,
a geperal orier, Jjn  whith it 8 my de-
glre to  do justice to 2ll the treops who have
distinguisbed th tves, Anl it is my per-
pose by every means inm my power to have those
eoldiera yewarded who have merited cuch Elstinetion,
. In the name af the army and the conntry I thank you

for ihe services you have rendered, pariicularly for

- the example you have set, ‘which I donht-mt. o

 fotnre occasions will be foblowed snd  emnlated

! Abacd of music accompanied the deputatioh,
After ¢ few moments of congratulation andsoeial
intercourse. the deputation took lea.v,e mid re-
turned te eamp.

edge, able to appreciate tbe various

" the pl‘e&ent that the newspaper 1eports
© of gallant achievernents should be ex-
*act, just and reliable. Not only will
" the historian be dependent, to great ex-
"~ tent, upon - them for his mater mh g
*the men \vho are nnkmg history look
"to thé press for such a record of their|
hard-gariied . victories, as shall satisfy

the sacrifices all have underge

" east upon its pat
“no deser iption of “the laie enfrar?ctnum

EY 1(,‘:11""

Latter from

We publish below 1 deccrlptlo‘l of
the engagement at Rappdhininock Sta-
tion, from the pen of oir gifted towns-

man, Capt. Ci,h,\\'ET,f\\D: o CaMpBELL.
The reader will see that'his deseription
of it is far superior Lo anyyet published.
It would be better for the future histo-
ry of our conntry, and move encourag-
ing to our gallant army, weresuch lucld
de‘ sgriptions of all onv engagements
farnished by those who participate in |
them, and from. their mlhtary kpowl-

the 121st,

manenvres which so- -often decide the:
most_-lmp__ortant, battles,

Camp lolst.. X. V.V is., Near Brandy
© o Britien, Nor. Ak, 1853,
To the Biditor of the Cherry Valley azetle:
Sz : Itis all important in a war like

their own ideas of jusiice, and recom-

pense their fumilies aud thenselves for
e, With
the  triid soldier 4 desire for military.
reputation” is skeond “oaly to love of
country; and ap army which, like this,

~bas felt the gloom of so many reveises,
' reqf:h es -the inflyence of every vay of

glory which” fa\ oring Providence may
w1 liave; as- yet. seen

at Rappabaduoek” Station which, inmy
opinton, conveys i eorrest idea of what
is upiversally eonceded sto hu\ baen
one of the most br 1]ha ctions of the
war; and I'am thevebyinduced to send
to your journal thefollowing statement:
of facts. chm‘ to whom Chouar is
due:

The Sixth Army Corps bloke mmp
al Wardentor aliout day-
Tt of November, ma i
'}*.1ycitcn'iie road 10‘vmd the Ril)pd‘
harinoek, ihe {l:hl;m(,e__tp__.w.m,h, at the
point where the . t rond CTOsses, is
::bo'u!; Ln"elw, milé‘ A pilain about a

: _ilom th mnth

and d\,mc uimunh 16 eover the mo\t,

ment of an” wimy. - This: wood was
veachel by the Bixlh (:p] p\; at-ahoul i
o (,.0::1;, "“lu, sever .J,l T nis march-

'}1'(,_1, eithe

L.thc' 101 el Lvo ime
Cipd thd dincmy, but cou-

of”’ b:m_a_,e“ i

2"


b2.yo3.et

e ﬂwl hum t oy ohsv vation Tu this

Ti]ml Division, was npot
Gen. iFoive, withihe Secont
in the -ceutes, and Gen serals
Division, (ihe fivst) ecmman
day by (zcwetal Russeli, on Hia lofs of
the Corps™ Thie Fiftl (,01 s {Greperal
‘Bykes) hadpnduppced epon t,hn Bealton
wowl, and: t;;bk £ position to the left of
1he Sixt m&m the formation of the
X YRTID

line. 'lhe m1hold embankment divie
dud t,’h(. i

1951 General Sedgwick,
:Bixth) was temporari-
d of Gen. Wright
«of le I‘uat\ 'Y“;%nm"' The north bank
of the riv er ab@w;»trm.ullnad Crossing,
angd, @ppmitz& AHE . Jposition of the [‘nbt
Division of tf1@§r3t11 Corps, above de-
-oubed eol ﬁl}(]b thé plain except at
wone point, al}ou{ seven hnndred yards
from the strem whore 3 %hght wudila-
tion affords a partia} protection against
artiflery: - Ie order to =fect n orossing

4t Lecame nedessary to advance over ths'

plain, infill vcw.and within e easy range
of the (;n_{,q_n_y? c_rm_‘s, planted upon the
elevation #n the werth bank, as well as

«of -the heavy pieces on the further side

of the rivet.. " The natural ftdvamwcj
-of thve rebel position bad been greatly
mlplo\ed lJy the construetion of a worl
composid of bastions and curtaing oper‘
to the vear, and ¢overing a pontoon
bridge v ich afforded the only means
of communication ; the ratleond budwe
‘having ‘been tetally destroyed. The
Tight af‘ this work’ rested apon the riv-
&r _]u% abeve the raiiway embankrment,
and the left was protected by a senated
hne of riffé-pits, some seven hundred
‘iﬁ ath, extending from the
heavy, wark g0 a point upoen the river
bank wheré the hill slopes gradually in-
10 the pidin; - The poaition was beld

Godwin's Bl‘lbﬁﬁ;&g or melly Gener: 1!
Hope By eﬁmpérﬁseei of the Guh, 7th and
d i}

foresd du"mﬂ'.the aﬁ,emoon by Geneml

Hayes' Lbuisiana Brigade, composed of

the’ 5Lh 6ehii 7t 8th and 9th regiments
Sts ;

3 Loumana Gaard
B"lt.telj of five plecﬁb was  in position

in_thduisdrl;liand two twenty-pound

parrots:captited by the rebels at Win-

cﬁést.b\t‘ ’Wél b paced as'to sweep the
J nt H ik

whgle liam“l' This position was to be

ca,},rl,ed., Jagneral Rizssell commanding,

ssiidboVe spdted) phie: First: Division of

—J-e] i J(L}l‘} (T THI
. ﬂrﬁ(ﬁ k whs douz as fol-
!ows:! b aniHAR

' t'hé“ | f,h"‘-‘ﬁbjl i Hiskudt p’{m mlssnon to

o =l

‘wth the:

5. The whole force

i At about 3 p. m. skirmishers wire
“enlled for from the Second and Third
Brigades. From the former, twocom- .
panivs of the 12tst N. ¥.: from the :
lattev, six companies of the Gth Maine,
L were dualled The line followed by |
, their supports, conxisting of about hfa]fl
!i of the detail, advauced across the plain
- over the ridge before ailuded to, andnp -
-to within three hundred yards of the:
" pit, driving hpfmg them the rebel skir-
mishers, w !10 hagiBden thrown out upon
their appearangg: ~Our’ line here hait-
ed, and seeking @nck cover as they
might, kept up © brisk firing for move
‘than two hours. :Af about 5 o'clock the
whole division wik ordered toadvance.
In two lined of batgle, and ‘with thetr.
custowary steadiness, they marched
throagh the iron storm which fell be-
fore, behind; among .them, and halted
about'a tllousand yards nearer the ene-

my's woiks than before, liuder partial

| cover, and having suffored but a slight
- lose. By this time the sun had ne'nly_
sot.  As his last beams’ were falling
athwart the plain.  General Russell or-
dered forward the 84 -brigade, conm-
manded by Col. Ellmaker of the 119th.
Pa, and consisting’ of that regiment
the 6th Maine, the 5th Wiscousin, and’
the 40th Pa. The 6th Maine supported
by the 5th ‘Wisconsin, led the attack.
The skirmishers of the brigade fell in as
their regiment came up, snd joined in
the charge.  Capt. Fish, with his fifty-
three men of the 121stN. Y., advanced

they came up, by —— you. shail not !
{ take the fort alone; wehave been help-!
jng to drive themall the aflervoon, and -
we want our shave of the glory.”  On
went the ¢harging party, their path
marked by their dead and dying,—up
to the pit,—over the wall,—into the ri-
flepit.  Hand to hangd,—nsing the bay-
onet,—they drovethe North Carolinians
out of thelr own stronghold, and eap-
tured the rebel annners g their guns
Bergeant Hoberts of the @ih ‘\fiam
jtewrs the rebel colors from thie hands of
the standard -bearer, unwilling to refin-
quish them; avother voung hero of
that regiment brains a mbel ()ﬂl(‘el stil}
| trying 1o sight a-cannon on the “*Yank-

within fifteen miuntes after the attaek
commenced.

Bat the lony line of rifle-pits Is Htlll
filled with the famons (in sottherd
hearts) Louiziana Tigers, caryying on
their banpers, the name of svery inttlo
field” froin West Point to Biistol, in
whidh the Stohewall Division has taken
boar, for Giey were the pet brigade of

with the 3d brigade, _é}iclai'ming, as

ecs,” and the fort is in our possession .

a}*”"}
S



.

| the misguided enthustastJackson, They
| knew the gronnd ther roughly, until nosw
‘they knppo\ed themselvés able'to hold
a position against Lwenty t hr}!lhflml ey
almost to!al dnrkness bas fallen upon
the seene; they have been made awars
of the low of the fort, by th(, fhazitives
whow they are accusing as “cow *Tud]}
tar-heele  Twieo -they lave driven
Captain I'isk and his men ivto the fort
from the tifle-pit, into which, bis being
on the right of the attack, led him, and
now they eau be dinly ‘seet forming
line of baitle }‘im pendicular to the lmi,
of their works, in order to attack the

| fort upon . the unprotected flank, and

upon the open reat.-

Gen. Russell ever
among his troops,

when not " before

and sends an ovder to Colonel Wpten,
commanding the 24 brigadd, to bring
up two regiments and accupy the rifle-
| pits to the first angle. The skirmish-
ers of the 5th Corps advanged at the
same time with these of the 6th, had
been chieeked at the railway cmbank-
ment as they were coming up on the
left, and although a few brave fellows
hnd joined the 8d brigade and were
with them in- the fort, the main body
were too far off to render the immedi-
_ate assistance required. - 8o -General
Russell ordered two vegiments ap from
the 2d brigade. The 5th. Mainesnd
the 121st. N Y.; werein'thie firsé line;

| the 95tK and the 96th Pa., in'the:second. -
The first line waa zelected for.the attack.

Upton told the men what was eé¥pected
of them by Gen. Russell and by him-
self; maid some of us willfa

who do will ge to Heaven
remain will take the
5th Maine and 121st. h _
ments advanced ; the former command-
ed by Col. Edwards, the - latter-(Col.

Upton's) commanded by Major Mather;
Col. Upton_in commrmd of the line.
Double ¢blymins vere formed;“muskets
Were loacﬁeﬁaﬂ&hé q-l;e‘ltf chanaéd o don-
ble quick.  Fifty rods from the works
the colimns were deploybd twenty-
five rods farther halt was ordered ;
knapsa,cks were unsiung; bayonets
fived; “charge biryonets; ”I_"‘tox ward,

double quick, marei,” shoute
onel, and the t\mleg izients had, in five
minutes, more accomplished theirwo“'k
withont {umg a shot, and hanlks to; the

dirkness with. ‘:hfrht 'los:,- Bt the-
rebel line. 01 bfittle had been formed |
Fstill le} ther to, the right than the angle |.

L of the. 1,1ﬁ(, pit indie: m,d by Gen. rRuq- ~

sell, and at which the right of the 5tk
Maime tested,

them, sees the despetate state of aflairs,

The two 1'ég'1- '

d the, Col- -

The main body of -the l"{

S

“enemy were still there, s,
detiant, .

They “had (*h‘mfre( '
‘chr EO, 1)1epfnef1
%

King the” forrs. . Information ha:

sent to Gon. -Russell, th%%i‘@ﬁbed
portion. of the rifle-pit, g ip, opr ypos-
session,;. and  orders weygasked for.
The General directed that the two reg-
'iments hold their groundand thus pro-
tect the fort. Before  these orders
reached Col. Upton, Howéver,

was propitious for.amote brilliant man-
envre. Reformmg 'ehe lme on’ ﬂle out
side " of the 1 ] :
moved. by the sight ﬂ.m_
ble quu,h rlu"rmahﬁng lhe wol 1

Dpton shouted .
they. fire at. vou, Jie down g, thers:ave |
‘three - lines -of battle hebind ; let them

CdpL W’ﬂson Aaplstant Ad_}umnt Gen-
eral,. lhong‘ﬂ wounded - throagh: the,
1ig'ht sarm;  waved @ ciptured: golor

lover of his Ccnmh_y' [ajor: Mathu
cried,. “Remember Salem C'nap,na¥ " gnd ;
the line formed in an instant, by, the left
flank, for the second-time wetitibver the
| W orlcs This time " they ‘were ckowded:

lyith the snemy, bat cotifused. by then: _

that of-
ficer had determined. that, t.he moment.s

mareh ovet yo, and storth the worki.™

his lap, 3nd shouted, “Forwdrd .every |

they afterwards
it, '_that “fi'll he’ll wis '.

qnt_w, emht 10_}31 wen, arf;ifd_hlrg" in
“down their aras beg*sgcd Tar. Lhatrqua]r»
;Le ‘which the Touisiana! briende:is
clm ed with havisg often refised to the

The left of the 121st) was swung
imound to the river, cut.tmg oﬁ' 1 rve-
[ treat, audnotnmmemamed Bt 1o tmth-
er the spoils. 'lhey Wweleg even beyond
expeetition.  As the resnltof less than

had. csptmed a tort, four pieces of ar-
Ef‘lnel‘-’, a battle-fiag, J.l]d Ly Prise '
{'The 2d bifgide had odptured, pﬂf"

o
fing of wifle-pits, a budﬂfe traim, &
’]l vd .md 1h| aa \Qﬁi eers, th'i‘i fteen hil mirséd:

:ﬁw Imd been tum,,;rmfdJ |3ufmt, fifteen
'.111111(]19(1 qumda, ef’ R ﬂtllarmq' "i‘hn

t1 mhact an Lme Ol_her '«Id Oﬂ ihe river
justufler the comnienceindiit of thy ar.— _

| recent clnnge of front, aupp_osmn‘ as|,

. nuf'ot tunate prisoners tl1ev hdve takcn .

an honar's enmnement the 3d b: urade







