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                         		    159th Infantry Regiment

                         		    Nickname: Second Dutchess and Columbia Regiment
Mustered in: November 1, 1862

Mustered out: October 12, 1865

The following is taken from New York in the War of the Rebellion, 3rd ed. Frederick Phisterer. Albany: J. B. Lyon Company, 1912. 

August 28, 1862, Lieut-Col. Edward L. Molineux, 23d Militia, received authority to recruit this regiment in the then first three Senatorial Districts of the State. It was to be commanded by Capt. Matthew M. Blunt, 12th U. S. Infantry, as Colonel. October 28, 1862, the men enlisted for the 167th Infantry, Col. Homer A. Nelson, were sent from Hudson to East New York to be united with those of the 159th Infantry. November 1, 1862, Homer A. Nelson was appointed Colonel of the consolidated force, and Edward L. Molineux, Lieutenant-Colonel; the regiment thus formed retained the number of Lieutenant-Colonel Molineux's regiment, which formed Companies B, F, H and K, the remaining companies being formed of the men enlisted originally for the 167th Infantry. The regiment was mustered in the service of the United States for three years November 1, 1862, at New York city. In February, 1864, a new company replaced Company G, consolidated with the others.

The companies were recruited principally: A at Hudson, Greenport, New Lebanon, Livingston, Claverack and Ghent; B, H and K at Brooklyn; C at Hudson, Taghkanick, Copake, Stockport, Livingston, Gallatin, Claverack, Stuyvesant and Germantown; D at Brooklyn, Hudson, Fishkill and Ghent; E at Ghent, Claverack, Hudson, Copake, Livingston, Hillsdale, Fishkill, Greenport, Stuyvesant and Taghkanick; F at Brooklyn and Brook-haven; G at Hudson, Kinderhook, Claverack, Stockport, Ghent, Chatham, Taghkanick, New Lebanon, Fishkill and Poughkeepsie; and I at Hudson, Poughkeepsie, Gallatin, Livingston, Pleasant Valley and Taghkanick; the second Company G at Hudson.

The regiment left the State December 4, 1862; it served in the 3d Brigade, Grover's Division, 19th Corps, from December, 1862; in the 3d Brigade, 4th Division, 19th "Corps, from March, 1863; in the 1st Brigade, 4th Division, 19th Corps, from August, 1863; in the 2d Brigade, 2d Division, 19th Corps, from March, 1864; with the 10th Corps, Army of the James, from July 21 to 31, 1864; with the Army of the Shenandoah, from October, 1864; in the 2d Brigade, 1st Division, 10th Corps, from April, 1865; in the Department of Georgia, from June, 1865; and, commanded by Col. William Waltermire, it was honorably discharged and mustered out October 12, 1865, at Augusta, Ga.

During its service the regiment lost by death, killed in action, 6 officers, 46 enlisted men; of wounds received in action, 4 officers, 30 enlisted men; of disease and other causes, 1 officer, 130 enlisted men; total, 11 officers, 206 enlisted men; aggregate, 217; of whom 14 enlisted men died in the hands of the enemy.


The following is taken from The Union army: a history of military affairs in the loyal states, 1861-65 -- records of the regiments in the Union army -- cyclopedia of battles -- memoirs of commanders and soldiers. Madison, WI: Federal Pub. Co., 1908. volume II. 

One Hundred and Fifty-ninth Infantry.—Cols., Homer A. Nelson, Edward L. Molineaux; Lieut.-Cols., Edward L. Molineaux, Gilbert A. Draper, Charles A. Burt, Edward L. Gaul, William Wal- termire, Wells O. Pettit; Majs., Gilbert A. Draper, Charles A. Burt, Edward L. Gaul, William Waltermire, Robert McD. Hart, Joseph G. McNutt, Wells O. Pettit, William F. Tieman. The several companies of this regiment were raised in the counties of Dutchess, Kings and Columbia. Cos. B, F, H and K were recruited at Hudson by Lieut.-Col. Molineaux and united with the others at East New York, and the remaining companies were formed from the men enlisted by Col. Nelson originally for the .167th N. Y. The regiment was mustered into the U. S. service at New York city Nov. 1, 1862, for three years. In 1864, a new Co. G replaced the old one, which was consolidated with the others. The 159th left the state on Dec. 4, 1862, and proceeded to New Orleans, where it was assigned to the 3d brigade, 4th (Grover's) division, 19th corps, Department of the Gulf. Its first serious engagement was at Irish bend, where it fought bravely and sustained a loss of 117 killed, wounded and missing, Lieut.-Col. Draper and 4 other officers being among the killed and mortally wounded, and Col. Molineaux among the severely wounded. This was by far the severest loss sustained by any regiment in this fight. It was actively engaged throughout the long siege of Port Hudson, taking part in the first assault of May 27. Its loss during the siege was 73 killed, wounded and missing. After the surrender of Port Hudson the regiment was engaged until the following year in post and garrison duty. In March, 1864, in the 2nd brigade, 2nd (Graver's) division, same corps, it moved on Banks' Red River expedition, being lightly engaged at Alexandria, Mansura and Morganza. In July it proceeded to New Orleans, where it embarked for Washington, the first two divisions of the corps having been ordered to Virginia. On its arrival it joined the 10th corps before Richmond and Petersburg, and was engaged with some loss at Deep Bottom in August. It was actively engaged with the Army of the Shenandoah under Sheridan in the campaign against Early, losing 75 killed, wounded and missing at the Opequan, and 23 at Cedar creek, where the gallant Maj. Hart was among the killed. The fighting in the valley having ended, the regiment was ordered to Savannah, Ga., and in March, 1865, was ordered to North Carolina, where it was temporarily attached to the 10th corps again. It was finally mustered out at Augusta, Ga., Oct. 12, 1865, under command of Col. Waltermire. The regi-. ment lost by death during service 10 officers and 76 enlisted men killed and mortally wounded; 1 officer and 130 men died of disease and other causes; total deaths, 217.


                         		                                                            
                                                        
                                                            [image: 159thInfNat2004.0097.jpg]                                                            

                                                            
                                                                159th Regiment NY Volunteer Infantry | National Color | Civil War
                                                                    The New York State Battle Flag Collection includes a silk national color carried by the 159th Regiment. The color features 34 embroidered stars in six…
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                                                                159th Regiment NY Volunteer Infantry | Regimental Color | Civil War
                                                                    The New York State Battle Flag Collection includes a painted silk Regimental Color carried by the 159th Regiment. The color features the Arms and…
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		 						 NYSMM Online Resources
Muster Roll


Unit Roster


Battles and Casualties -Table from Phisterer (PDF format)


Battles and Casualties -Table from Phisterer (MS Excel format)


Newspaper Clippings


William Tiemann Collection, Donated by the Tiemann and Farrar Families




		 						 		 						 

                        	

                   		
             		

              	

          	
                
                    
                	   
                	       Other Resources
This is meant to be a comprehensive list. If, however, you know of a resource that is not listed below, please send an email to ng.ny.nyarng.list.historians@army.mil with the name of the resource and where it is located. This can include photographs, letters, articles and other non-book materials. Also, if you have any materials in your possession that you would like to donate, the museum is always looking for items specific to New York's military heritage. Thank you.


159th Veteran Association. Public Encampment : of the 159th N. Y. S. Vols. Brooklyn: Eagle Press, 1900.

Digital copy donated by John McKennee.


159th Veteran Association. Souvenir Booklet: Relic of the Old Flag. Brooklyn: Eagle Press, 1900.

Digital copy donated by John McKennee.


Dennis, James. Diary of [the] 159th N.Y. Vol. Infantry, 1862 - 1865: Copied [by] James Dennis of Company I, 159 Regt. Glenco Mills ...

Donated by Alan D. Coon. This was copied from a copy. The location of original is unknown.

Transcribed by Helen Kyle.

Transcription is here.


Duffy, Edward. History of the 159th regiment N.Y.S. V., compiled from the diary of Lieut. Edward Duffy. New York: [Francis P. Harper] 1890.


Dunham, Marshall.  Marshall Dunham photograph album circa 1861-1865. 

Baton Rouge, La. : Louisiana Digital Library, 1861-1865? This photograph album was compiled by Sgt. Marshall Dunham of the 159th New York Infantry Regiment and consists of photographs taken in Louisiana during the Civil War. They are categorized according to cities, with the largest group being New Orleans. The album includes photos of buildings and street scenes.

200 digital images.

Available online at: http://louisdl.louislibraries.org/index.php?time=1861-1865

Located at Louisiana State University.


Tiemann, William Francis. The 159th regiment infantry, New-York state volunteers in the war of the rebellion, 1862— 1865. Compiled and published by William F. Tiemann, Captain and commissioned Major. Brooklyn: 1891.


Tiemann, William F. Reminiscences :(manuscript), 1894.

2 v. v. I 117 p. ; 29 cm. v. II 43 p. ; 29 cm.

Language: English

Volume I is an autobiographical account of Tiemann's lifetime experiences prior to the Civil War. Much of the information pertains to his family life at home and his schooling in New York City. Volume II contains an account of his experiences as a prisoner of war during the Civil War. He was detained at Libby Prison in Richmond, Virginia. 

Located at the New York State Library Manuscripts and Special Collections.


Tiemann, William F. Confederate soldiers attention! Lost, September 19th, 1864, at Winchester, Va. : The undersigned, an officer of the 159th Regiment New York Volunteers, Grover's Division, Nineteenth Army Corps, was captured in the above battle ... and lost a light cavalry sword with steel scabbard, and belt and a bright metal (Brittannia ware) canteen. [Brooklyn, N.Y. : s.n., 1892.

1 sheet ([1] p.) ; 21 x 16 cm.

For their return, or information leading to their recovery, a liberal reward will be paid"./ Signed: W.F. Tiemann, 196 St. John's Place, Brooklyn, N.Y./ Wm. F. Tiemann is listed at this address in the Brooklyn city directory for 1892./ N-YHS copy imperfect: slightly mutilated, with slight loss of text; mounted on board.

Located at the New York Historical Society, New York, NY.


VanValkenburgh, Cornelius. LeighColl Bk 37: 66. 

(Sgt's letter, Oct 27, 1864). 

Located at the Military History Institute in Carlisle, PA.


 


Items in the museum collection are in bold.
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