Give Your Dinner Party at

Cooper’s Cafe
(Formerly Jacks)

Best of American and Mexican dishes. Excellent Service. Small tables.
Eat your lunch here today. Location—Next to Commercial Hotel

W. L. Cooper.

Proprietor

JACK MADISON, the best barber in
: the Valley.

Now conducts in person Jack Madison Barber Shop

OPPOSITE McALLEN STATION

Five chairs---no waiting

Officers: Get your Puttees shined here.

Rankin-Hill Co. Inc.

Whelesale Groceries.
Branch office--McAllen

Just across the tracks at the Station

Have You Bought Your Thanksgiving Trimmings?

Don’t Over-Stock Your Exchange or Commissary

Phone your wants in the morning and receive them before
night by express or the next day by freight.

We have what you want in stock

Our store and stock are open for inspection today-

OUR MOTTO---SERVICE

What I Know About

HE PALACE OF SWEETS

By Fred B. Barton

The man who runs the Palace of Sweets in Mission, Texas, is only
twenty-one years old, and yet—

He has more friends among the townspeople and soldiers of the Val-
ley than probably half the tradesmen have acquaintances;

He works harder and accomplishes more than—well, say, anybody
but the Depot Quartermaster and the paymaster. (We must be diplo-
matie, you know.)

Mr. Roberts makes a permanent living out of the most perishable
product—ice cream.

‘When the troops moved out of Mission, some of the townspeople
urhappily hung out the crepe and flowers and said, ‘“We won't get
any more soldier business now.’’

I The Palace of Sweets packed a dozen big freezers into a Ford and
went out to chase the business.

Day after day Mr. Roberts has shuttled back and forth over the
worst roadbed in the country. He followed the 3rd Infantry 'to
Pharr, keeping their business in spite of the competition of local mer-
chants there.

The Palace of Sweets employs clean, capable assistants. The cream
they make is wellmade, carefully handled and always clean.

Mr. Roberts has just added a second Ford to his delivery service.
He makes gasoline deliveries to all camps morning and afternoon.

If your mess wants to do something pretty nice for itself, order

eight or ten gallons of good Palace of Sweets cream, either chocolate,
vanilla or peach.

" The price is 90 cents a gallon delivered—which is, I believe, lower
than any other cream dealer in the Valley. And you know the
quality.

Did You Get :
The Palace of Sweets Habit?
I Did

THE RIO GRANDE RATTLER

CHAMPIONSHIP FIGHT
NEXT SATURDAY

Bamey Williams to Defend
Army-Navy Title Against
Kiddie Diamond

OTHER BOUTS ON CARD AT AMUSEM

Fight fans take notice. Do you re-
alize that it is exactly three days be-
fore the big card of fights which will
be held at the Amuseum Theater, Sat-
urday afternoon? Barney Williams,
the well known Army and Navy champ-
ion will defend his title against Kiddie
Diamond of the 12th Infantry. The
bout is to go twenty rounds and should
be a thriller from start to finish as
both boys are in fine shape. Muech
depends on the outecome of the big bat-
tle, Should Williams lose, he will not
only forfeit his elaim to the title, but
relinquish the silver championsghip belt
which goes to the winner. Williams
and Diamond will weigh in at 125
pounds, which is 2 pounds over the
featherweight limit. Should Diamond
fail to make this weight, the title will
not be at stake,

Read very carefully what Barney
has to say about Saturday’s fight:
‘‘There will be a knock-out before the
20th round and I am sure that I will
win that way though Kidide Diamond
is very tough and a dangerous puncher
at all times. My ring experience .nd
generalship, speed, science and every-
thing that is connected with a veteran
like me, who has been fighting for
¢ight years and fought 133 battles, will
surely return me the winner,”’

Diamond disputes Williams by say-
ing that he will stop the veteran inside
of the twenty rounds. It will be most
interesting to see who will win, but if
confidence amounts to victory, both
men are undoubtedly claiming the
championship.

In conjunction with the main bout,
there will be twenty rounds of fight-
ing. Two hustling lightweights, Black-
ie Carr and Al Mack, both of the 69th,
will mateh their skill for ten rounds.
Kid Casey will face Steve Crotty, of
the 12th Infantry, in a six round go
and in an additional four-rounder Kid
Newman will meet Herb Hull. This
card of semi-finals should afford the
spectators plenty of excitement and in
every match, each contestant has the
reputation of fighting at the tap of
the gong.

Special arangements have been made
by Mr. Logan, at the Amuseum Thea-
ter, to handle a big erowd so that every
one attending will be assured a good
seat convenient to the ring.

Jimmie McNamara will act as refer
ee. He is fully capable of handling
the affair in a fair and sportsmanlike
manner, Mec¢Namara has been in the
boxing game for the past ten years
and is agreeable tp both parties of the
main bout.

The fights will start promptly at two
o’clock and the gates will be open at
noon. During the afterncon the 2nd
Field Artilleery Band will furnish mu-
sic.

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
FIRST CAVALRY

Judging by attendance, the medical
Department is one of our most popular
institutions about camp. Seeluded in
a portable palm grove, to the north of
eamp, with its winding paths and chair
bedecked piazza it has fittingly earned
the title of ‘‘Bedford Rest.”’

Oceupying three buildings, a Hos-
pital with a capaeity of 16 beds, diet
kitchen, a dispensary, office waiting
room and dental office, together with
an able staff of five officers, an at-
tending doctor, pharmacist, and 16
men; individual attention® and ecare is
given. Home cooking prevails. Don’t
ask the boys alone but one of the
guests on ‘‘Heavy.”” Within hearing
digtance of the railroad, many an in-
spiration has grown to a full fledged
‘‘Rumor,’’ which has been eagerly de-
voured by the visitors and started on
its fast, but short life.

Banjo concert. and concertina ov-
ertures are the vogue at present. A
patient inquired if the ‘‘Doe¢’’ favor-
ed music among the bunch and forth-
with the ‘‘Doc¢’” produced said conecer-
tina in approval. Of course, ‘‘gentle
reader’” or ‘‘rough rider,’’ this only
prevails when conditions arve favor-
able.

Yes, things are as a large family
and we really miss some of our seacon
boarders, when they return to the
troops on week ends, for a little recre-
ation. However, the life of the blood-
hounds is not all pleasure, as like regu-
lar soldiers. we are mounted and that
means ‘‘eurrycombs and brushes,’’
an ambulance and a motoreyele litter
to look after in the bargain. Also,
horse exercise we’re mot afraid of,
not with ‘‘One Shot’’ Caunning in com-
mand. Qur honest cook, ‘‘Al
he can make the finest layer ca
pumpkin pies. He intends to keep
the formulas in ‘“Davy Jones’s Lock-
er,’! until Thanksgiving, he asserts.
Our domestic problem has been solved
by David, a young Mex, but I fear we
may lose our ‘‘herces’’ in the Q. M.
tent some dark night. Tucidentally,
our card sharps challenge any and all
comers. They can do everything but
tell fortunes or when we’re going home
with them.

We wish it known that we have a
large shipment of very pretty pills of
any color you wish. We guarantee you
will never be sick again. We also have
a wonderful new line of bitters, ete,
It we haven’t No. 10 ask for Nos 7
and 3,you’ll never know the difference.
These horse shows are great. Doctors
generally recommend horseback riding
and proving that our boys want to bet-
ter their health, nearly all neglected
to answer sick call these mornings. We
all believe that was the reason for
depleted ranks on Frontier Day, also.
Well, boys hoping to see yon soom,
we are, ‘‘“THE CORPS."’

Troop banquets at Delmonico Jr, Cafe
are becoming the thing, and Allison and
Allison, the proprietors, are preparing
for a run of evening business in their
big tent restaurant alongside the de-
ceaged Commercial Hotel in MeAllen.

SEVENTH REGIMENT
BORDER PATROL.

ENJOYS

The Lone Sentinel on the Rio Grande.

On the high grassy bank of the Rio
Grande he stood, his rifle resting easily
in the crook of his arm, while he gazed
steadily across the narrow muddied wa-
ters info the blue-gray distances of that
land of enchantment and terror—Mex-
ico. Mexico, the inserutable, the mys-
terious, the hopeless! Through the
heavy mists that hung low in the east
the rising sun appeared as a disc of
molten gold. The shadows of the mes-
quite, chaparral and cactus strotched
long to the west. For a while the voice
of Nature was hushed and then the
querulous piping notes of the birds
broke the silence of early morn,

The lone watcher looked aloft at the
eagles as they soared and  swooped
back and fourth across the river, now
poising majestically with outstretched
wings and then eurving swiftly down-
ward in their graceful flight.

The sentinel on the shore of the river
smiled grimly as he watched them and
clutehed his rifle a little tighter.
‘“Cowardly buzzards in search of fallen
prey,’” he muttered to himself ag he
shifted his gun to the other arm. Ope
powerful bird, the king of the floek,
wheeled low and flew steadily baek
aeross the river until he had reached
the high bank when he dipped suddenly
and disapepared from sight in the thick
brush. The man on post shivered a
little in spite of himself. The morn-
ing’s ehill perhaps pierced his thin cot-
ton uniform. He was finishing his first
night on guard. Soon the relief would
arrive and hot coffee awaited him back
at camp.

B N e oy e

In the new program of actual Border
patrol the 7th Regiment had been as-
signed to that sector of the Rio Grande
of which Madero with its pumping-sta-
tion is the base. The first two com-
panies to guard the river at this point
were B and L and they commenced
their patrol on Wednesday last.

Other companies from the Tth have
been stationed on the river at Madero
for the last month but then it was one
company at a time on a six day’s tour.
Now two companies perform the work
at once and are to be relieved every
four days.

The boys of Company B found an ex-
cellent camp site ready for them on
their arrival with well - constructed
breastworks surrounding it. Every
tent was in place along a presentable
company street. Their predecessors had
done much to render the camp comfort-
able and home-like. Company L was
unfortunate in being assigned to un-
broken ground but the men willingly
pitched in to clear off the brush and
build redoubts and bastions around the
camp.

This tour of duty has proven most
congenial to the boys from the 7th,
Guard mount here hecomes a serious
duty for the country of our potential
enemy lies but a few hundred yards
away and there is always a bare chance
that some reckless ‘‘hombre’’ may at-
tempt to lead a smuggling party across
the narrow stream.

The work at Madero affords an
agreeable relief from the deadening
monotony of camp life at M¢Allen with
its close-order drills, its inspections, and
endless parade of rumors to be continu-
ally viewed. The man assigned to Di-
vision Headquarters who knows Just
when the orders will arrive and who re
gales the boys with the official news
every evening is far away from
Madero. ere is peace and quiet with
an under-flow of tingling expectancy
that surges to its erest when the nights
are black and the voices of the coyotes
and crickets are lifted in a throbbing
spasmodic nocturne. Yes, Border Pa-
trol at Madero is popular with the men
of the 7th.

On Sunday B and L started for home
when Companies K and M arrived from
MecAllen to relieve them. The word
‘‘relief’? is here used in its technieal
sense. Literally the boys on duty tried
to persuade the neweomers to return to
camp and let them stay on at Madero.
But the members of K and M had heard
of the home-cooking at Decker’s and
the advantages of the river eamp so,
orders or no orders, they would have
fought at the drop of the Stetson to
play their part in the patrol program.
Companies B and L sorrowfully return-
ed to MecAllen with its boot-blacks,
buek-horns and buneombe.

18T BATTAi.ION SIGNAL CORPS
Sparks from Radio Island

For some time the Signal Corps has
been announcing the hours 11:00 a. m.
and 9 p. m., Central time, by dropping
from the top of the wireless mast at
their eamp, a flag by day and a ball of
flame by night, exaetly on the hour.
Major Hallahan promises to continue
this useful service, so that.the Divi-
sional watches may keep uniform time.
The Flag and ball are raised to the
masthead as soon as the radio station
at Arlington begins to tick the seconds,
about four minutes before the hour,

The Signal Corps has been maintain-
ing lines of communication all along
the Border with buzzer and telephone
stations where detachments are camp-
ed. The practical use of this serviee
wag demonstrated Tnesday evening, Oc-
tober 10, when Sergeant Fay, Company
A, in charge of the Signal Corps sta-
tioned at Mission, observed a red rock-
et in the direetion of Hidalgo. When
it was ascertained that this rocket had
been sent up from across the Rio
Grande, the Division Headquarters and
detachments along the Border were
notified.

Another demonstration oecurred ear-
ly last Thursday morning, when notice
of an alarm at Madero wae given over
the Signal Corps line to Division Head-
quarters, and to the detachments along
the Border.

During the baseball World’s Series,
the Signal Corps received the score by
plays, and notified Division, Regiment-
al and other headquarters by telephone.
During the Ist Cavalry Horse Show, the
baseball scores were phoned over and
put on the bulletin board so that the
spectators could keep in touch with the
first game of the series.

The Signal Corps has just completed
the extension of the Border telegraph
and telephone line so that it i8 now
connected with the camp telephone
system at Pharr. This week the Sig-
nal Corps are reconstrueting the Border
line system from Mission through Hi-
dalgo to the east, having completed the

PAGE 3

U. 5. INCREASES
AVIATION CORPS

Two Extra Aero Squadrons
Formed in Program to
Triple Flying Service

WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 20—
Authorization was given today by
Lieutenant Colonel Squier, chief |of
the aviation -section of the army
signal corps, for the complete equip-
ment of two additional aero squad-
rong for the regular army. When
the material, costing about $800,000
for cach squadron, has been deliver-
ed at San Antouio, Texas, the regu-
lar army flying service will have
been tripled.

Orders for enlistment of 1391 men
for the new squadron have gome out
and the selection of officers is being
considered. The squadrons will be or-
ganized by Major Ben D. Foulois, com-
mander of the First Aero Squadron,
who has been detached to visit aero-
plane  manufacturing piants. Each
Squadren will have twelve aeroplanes
of the type complying with regulations
just completed.

pasesnger automobile, seven motor-
cycles, ten spare motors, materials for
the construction and repairs of hang-
ars, an equipment of tools, spare parts
and repair materials estimated to be
sufficient for six months maintainanee,
complete outfit for photographie ob-
servations, full medieal supplies
twelve Lewis machine guns and the
rifle, pistols d&nd shot gun included in
the equipment of an army aeroplane
with the necessary ammunition.

Orders for more than two hundred
aeroplanes have been placed by the
War Department as a first step in the
expansion of the aviation service un-
der the army reorganization aet and
contracts for about one hundred ad-
ditional machines of the various types
probably will be awarded in the near
future. In most cases delivery with-
in a short period is stipulated.

Nearly one hundred of the planes or-
dered are of special school type for use
at the regular army training sehool
at San Diego, California, and the
National Guard schools at Mineola, N.
Y., and Chicago. The others are of
reconnaissance, pursuit and battle type.
The machines, orders for which were
distributeq among several companies
are to develop a power range from 80
to 200 horse power.

Signal Corps officers said that with
this inereased equipment in immediate
prospeet an enlistment campaign -would
begin within a few days for aviators.
The last of the two hundred machines
which have been ordered are to he de-
livered within 147 days and most of
the contracts call for a much earlier
delivery.

BAYONNE STRIKE IS ENDED.

BAYONNE, N. J, Oct. 20.~The
Standard Oil and other ° industrial
plants affected by the strike which
was attended by rioting and the loss
of three lives, resumed their aceus-
tomed activity today when all except
a few of the 12,000 men who were
idle returned to their places. Better
working conditions are promised and
their demand for inereased wages. will
be granted in part, it was indicated by
the federal conciliators who eame here
from Washinton to volunteer their ser-
vices.

e,
e —

reconstruction from MecAllen through
Mission to the west.

Upon a gtraw vote being taken, Pri-
vates Kaelber and MeCann unanimous-
ly decided that a horse was a means of
trangportation far superior to a truek,
especially when the truek gets stuck
and keeps them away from home for
a couple of days.

We understand that Sergeant Holton
almost got a mention in the 1st Cavalry
horse show for his 4-line team of bray-
ers. They did look good, Sergeant, but
they must ‘‘show’’ to win.

Lieutenant Watson, our civil engin-
eer, has finally completed the picket
line drainage system, much to the satis-
faction of the stable Sergeants.

Sergeants Miller and Griffin bave
added a hawk and rattlesnake to Cook
Hoffman’s menagerie, and are willing
to pose at any time with their speci-
mens. Jake reports that the hawk is
quite tame and the snake quite dead.

Operators Forsyth and Keener are
coming quite aceustomed to getting up
in the early hours of the morning and
taking care of alarms over the buzzer.

Sergeant German’s goat, the mascot
of the 1st Section, Company A, is thriv-
ing so well that all the other sections
are tryihg to get somebody’s goat to
send home.

Otto Bros. have dissolved partner-
ship. Corporal Geogre Otto returned to
radio work with his section, while Corp-
oral Andrew Otto has formed a new
firm with Sergeant Grassi, who has just
returned from the road with a fine se-
lection of hardware, horse medicines
and. the latest styles in men’s hats.
Qur old friend O. D. is still the popular
color, and those who purchase from this
reliable firm will make no mistake,
They promise a sporty line of overcoats
and sweaters in the near future,

The Battalion Burgeon admits being
puzzled over the grey hair of a certain
Top-Sergeant.

Privates Lind and Thomas have tak-
en a short course in nursing, with pro-
mising reésults.

Sergeants Smith and Griffin have se-
cured the services of Corporal Fox in
their hardware department, while Ser-
geant Smith is away assisting in the
establishment of the detached-post line
along the river.

DAILY TRAIN SERVICE

Traing leaving Pharr for McAllen
and Mission: 10:35 a. m,, 12:35 p. m.,
and 6:49 p. m,

Leaving MecAllen for Mission: 10:50
a. m., 1:00 p. m,, and 6:57 p. m.
Leaving Mission for MeAillen: 8:05
2. m., 1:25 p. m., and 4:55 p. m.
Leaving McAllen for Pharr: 8:16 a.
m., 1:45 p. m. and 5:10 p. m.

WAR DEPT. ORDERS 200 'PLANES

It will have motor trucks, one seven -
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