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FOREWORD
Upon the return of the 27th Division from its service abroad, and even

before its return, the question of the history of its activities and achieve-
ments was discussed. It became evident that numerous histories would be
written, some of them histories of regiments and many of them histories
of companies. Some of these have since appeared. The officers and men
of our division were proud of their record. Their families and their friends
desired the opportunity to read in authoritative and connected manner an
account of the division's war activities. There seemed to exist an impres-
sion that this should be done with the least possible delay. Other divisions
upon their return had produced and published divisional histories. It
seemed to me that if a real history of the division were to be written it
would be essentially a military history and, therefore, should include an
accurate statement of operations, supported by official maps, orders and
instructions. To attempt to write such a history within a few months' time
was obviously impracticable. An examination of the histories of other
divisions, which appeared shortly after their return, indicated that they had
been hastily prepared. Accordingly, when I determined to write the his-
tory of the division, I concluded to collect and arrange the data with care
and to take whatever time might be necessary for the writing of the story,
irrespective of other considerations.

Of course, a history written in the unattractive language of a military
report of operations obviously would not be satisfactory to the men of the
division and their friends. And so I have tried to prepare the history in
a way that will present the story in interesting fashion to the average
reader, making reference to the more technical side of our activities in the
form of orders, reports, maps and other official papers, which may be found
in the appendices.

JOHN F. O'RYAN,
Major General.

September 1, 1921.
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