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To the Assembly: 

I t ransmit herewi th the A n n u a l K e p o r t o f the A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l 

of this State. 
R . E . F E N T O N . 
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R E P O R T . 

G E N E R A L H E A D Q U A R T E R S , ) 
STATE O F N E W Y O R K : ( 

A D J U T A N T G E N E R A L ' S O F F I C E , f 
A L B A N Y , December 31s£, 1864. j 

To H i s E x c e l l e n c y H O R A T I O S E Y M O U R , 
Co7nmander-in-Chief of the Military Forces of the State : 

S I R — I have the honor to submit to your E x c e l l e n c y m y annual 
report for the year 1864, exh ib i t ing , as m u c h i n detai l as m a y b e 
necessary for p u b l i c in format ion , the transactions o f the D e p a r t m e n t 
d u r i n g the past year. I have not deemed i t essential to b u r d e n the 
report w i t h the details and a l l the correspondence necessarily occur­
r i n g i n the v a r i e d duties inc ident to the ra is ing o f troops and the 
organization and services of the m i l i t i a . T h e reports o f the Inspec­
tor General , Commissary Genera l , Engineer - in -Chie f , Surgeon G e n ­
eral , Quartermaster G e n e r a l and P a y m a s t e r Genera l , so in t imate ly 
connected w i t h this office, together w i t h the reports of the M a j o r 
Generals commanding divisions, and the i r officers, w i l l g ive impor ­
tant and interest ing information of the m i l i t a r y affairs of the State. 
The tables appended, r e la t ing to this subject, as w e l l as the reports , 
made b y the A c t i n g Ass is tant P r o v o s t M a r s h a l s G e n e r a l of the 
State, are f u l l and exp l i c i t . 

V O L U N T E E R S E R V I C E . 
The ra is ing of volunteers d u r i n g the past year has been chiefly 

confined to the B u r e a u of the P r o v o s t M a r s h a l Genera l , W a s h i n g t o n 
c ity . T o the A c t i n g Ass istant P r o v o s t M a r s h a l s Genera l , and to the 
Provos t M a r s h a l s throughout the State, have been entrusted the 
complicated duties of sending volunteers , as w e l l as draf ted men, to 
the f ield. The number of men ca l l ed for b y the Pres ident f r o m the 
State, under his proc lamat ion of F e b r u a r y 1st, 1864, was 81,993. 
The ca l l of Mar.ch 14th, 1864, was for 32,794. These quotas have 
been completed, l eav ing a balance i n favor o f the State on J u l y 5 th , 
1864, of 5,251 men. T h e quota o f the State under the proc lamat ion 
of the Pres ident of the U n i t e d States of J u l y 18th, 1864, was 
89,318, T h i s quota, b y vo lunteer ing and b y the draft jus t finished. 
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has been filled. T h e State authorities were granted especial 'permis­
sion b y the W a r Department to raise two regiments of in fantry and 
one h u n d r e d independent companies. B u t i n organiz ing and com­
p l e t i n g these, chfficulties were encountered, as the machinery of the 
P r o v o s t M a r s h a l s ' offices gave greater facil ities to citizens who were 
act ing as re c ru i t ing officers. Seventeen thousand two h u n d r e d and 
sixty-one (17,261) men have been sent to the f i e ld d u r i n g the year 
w h o were recru i ted under the immediate supervis ion of the State 
authorit ies . (See appendix. ) The enlistments i n the various arms 
of the service w i t h i n the State w i l l be satisfactori ly ascertained.from 
an examination of the reports of the A c t i n g Assistant P r o v o s t M a r ­
shals Genera l . (See appendix. ) N o exertions have been spared i n 
this Depar tment to g ive a co rd ia l co-operation to the Genera l G o v ­
ernment, and care was taken, i n the progress of the draft, that l a w 
and order were s t r i c t l y observed. 

E i g h t y (80) vo lunteer organizations have re turned to the State 
w i t h i n the last year. (See appendix. ) These regiments had been i n 
service three years. W h e n mustered, they numbered f r o m 900 to 
1,000 men each; upon the expirat ion of the ir t e r m none exceeded 
300 men. A b o u t one-half their number re-enlisted. T h e decimated 
ranks showed the character of the ir services, and the i r shattered 
banners were evidences of devotion to the country and to the State. 

T w e n t y thousand five h u n d r e d and eighteen (20,518) veteran so l ­
diers have been mustered into service d u r i n g the past year. M e n 
w h o have served two or three years and re-enlisted, are designated 
as " v e t e r a n s , " a n d form a most va luab le and efficient par t of the 
a r m y . M i n g l i n g w i t h the recruits , they i m p a r t the ir sp i r i t a n d ex­
perience, a n d b y example prepare companies and regiments for i m ­
mediate duties i n the field. M u c h labor has been bestowed i n pre ­
p a r i n g a complete and permanent re cord of this class of soldiers . A 
series o f books have been opened i n w h i c h the names are a lphabet i ­
c a l l y arranged, and the congressional district , county and t o w n are 
g iven , to w h i c h each man is credited. 

T h e muster r o l l office, connected w i t h this department is also a 
va luab le depos i tory of mformat ion re la t ing to the volunteer service. 
P r i o r to J u n e 11th, 1862, credits to districts , counties, and towns 
were not k n o w n i n the State. I t was not u n t i l quotas were assigned 
under the orders for a draft that these were essential i n r e l i e v i n g 
port ions of the State f r o m the demand made. M e n were en l i s ted 
w i thout r e g a r d to the i r residence or place of abode.. T h e W a r D e ­
partment , u p to the p e r i o d referred to, gave the State credit for a l l 
m e n furn ished f r o m the commencement of the r e b e l l i o n wi thout re­
g a r d to local i t ies , w h e n i t was found that 4,651 men h a d t a k e n the 
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field, over and above the cal ls made b y the P r e s i d e n t o f the U n i t e d 
•States, w h i c h have been c red i ted to the State at large , on subsequent 
cal ls . B o o k s have been opened i u the muster - r o l l office, commenc­
i n g J u n e 12th, 1862, i n w h i c h every soldier 's name is recorded , as 
w e l l as the date o f his en t ry into service, the reg iment to w h i c h he 
belonged, a n d the Congress iona l distr ict , county a n d t o w n , f r o m 
w h i c h he was enl isted or drafted. 

... T h e muster-rol ls filed i n the D e p a r t m e n t previous to J u n e 11th, 
1862, and those subsequently deposited, are now b e i n g p r i n t e d as 
fast as pract icable , under the a p p r o p r i a t i o n for that purpose a p p r o v e d 
A p r i l 10th, 1863. These r o l l s are g e n e r a l l y b a d l y and has t i l y w r i t ­
ten, u p o n coarse a n d per ishable paper, a n d w h e n destroyed, the so l ­
dier has no evidence of his en t ry into service. T h e volumes, as fast 
as they are finished, are deposited i n the offices of the county c l e rks 
i n the State, and i n the p u b l i c l ibrar ies , as w e l l as i n schools a n d 
colleges.. T w o h u n d r e d sets were author i zed b y the L e g i s l a t u r e , 
c ompr i s ing s ix volumes of about seven h u n d r e d pages each, to a set. 
I w o u l d suggest that the n u m b e r be increased to e ight h u n d r e d sets, 
so that every State a n d T e r r i t o r y c o u l d have the w o r k i n the i r l i b r a ­
ries, as w e l l as i n the impor tant inst i tut ions of l earn ing . T h e c it izens 
of N e w Y o r k a n d the ir descendants, however remote f r o m the place 
of the ir b i r t h , w i l l find a r e c o r d honorable to themselves, to the State, 
and to the country. 

A m o n g the volunteers f r o m this State i n the field, there has been 
a compla int i n r e g a r d to enlistments, a n d appeals have been made to 
y o u r E x c e l l e n c y for redress. I n the year 1862 there were t h i r t y -
eight regiments, whose terms o f service were two years. R e c r u i t i n g 
officers i n the State, en l i s t ing men for these reg iments , assured the 
recruits that they c o u l d enter the service for the u n e x p i r e d t e r m , 
w h i c h was f r o m fourteen to s ixteen months, a n d that t h e y w o u l d be 
d ischarged at that t ime, and receive the one h u n d r e d do l la rs b o u n t y 
w i t h those who h a d served two years. So soon as this was disco­
vered, the following order was p r o m u l g a t e d b y the a u t h o r i t y of the 
W a r Depar tment : 

Orders, A b . 4. 
H E A D Q U A R T E R S S U P E R I N T E N D E N T G E N E R A L "\ 

R E C R U I T I N G S E R V I C E N E W Y O R K S T A T E V O L U N T E E R S , ^ 
A L B A N Y , N . Y . , February 5, 1862. J 

A l l men en l i s t ing i n the vo lunteer regiments i n this State, whose 
t e r m of service is two years, w i l l be r e q u i r e d to enlist " f o r t w o 
years or the w a r . " 

(Signed) J . T . S P R A G U E , 
Major 1st Infantry United States Army, 

Superintendent General Recruiting J V Y. S. Volunteers}'' 
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T h i s sett led the question, and a l l men who' entered a two years ' 
reg iment were enl isted for " t w o years or the w a r . " 

O n the 20th of A p r i l , i n the presence of y o u r E x c e l l e n c y a n d the 
Senate and A s s e m b l y , the f o l l o w i n g battle-flags were presented to 
the State, and deposited i n the B u r e a u of M i l i t a r y Statistics. I n that 
department a h i s tory of each is preserved. 

Co lors of the 10th Reg iment N e w Y o r k V o l u n t e r s . _ 1 
do 12th do do 1 
do 13th do do 3 
do 14th do do 1 
do 16th do do 2 
do 17th do do­ 3 
do 18th do do 1 
do 24th do do 1 
do 26th do do 1 
do 27th do do 1 
do 28th do do „ G u i d o n . 
do 29th do do 3 
do 32 cl do do . 2 
do • 34 th do do 1 
do 37th do do 3 
do 38th do do . - - - - - 2 
do 59th do do 3 
do 61st do do - - 1 
do 64th do do 1 
do 75th do do 2 
do 76th do do 1 
do 77th do do 1 
do 80th do do . 1 
do 91st. do do 1 
do 96th do do 1 
do 97th do do 1 
do 104th do do 1 
do 130th do do 1 
do 140th do do 1 
do 177th do do 2 
do 3 d A r t i l l e r y do . G u i d o n . 
do 7th B a t t e r y do 2 
do 11th do do 3 

The reports accompanying these tattered banners have passed 
t h r o u g h this Department , and are replete w i t h incidents and events 
d u r i n g the war, w h i c h w i l l be invaluable to the h is tor ian i n award­
i n g the State of N e w Y o r k her f u l l share of patr i o t i sm and renown. 
Arrangements are now made so that hereafter regiments i n the f i e ld 
w i l l have a color, bear ing the arms of the State, to replace those 
w o r n out i n service. 

The pub l i sher of the proceedings of the f o rmal presentat ion of 
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t r o p h y flags has v o l u n t a r i l y offered to p r i n t ten thousand ( 1 0 , 0 0 0 ) 
copies of the foregoing,' r e l y i n g u p o n the generos i ty of the L e g i s l a ­
ture for his pay. I t w i l l be i n this manner that the presentat ion of 
trophies can be made f r o m year to year, a n d a h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d pre­
served i n the B u r e a u o f M i l i t a r y Statist ics . 

I n connection w i t h the vo lunteer enlistments, there were ca l l ed 
into service twe lve thousand volunteers , for one h u n d r e d days, u p o n 
the appl i cat ion made b y the H o n . E . M . Stanton, Secretary of W a r , 
as fo l lows : 

" W A S H I N G T O N , July 5 , 1 8 6 4 . 

" T o H i s E x c e l l e n c y G o v e r n o r H O R A T I O S E Y M O U R : 
" The Pres ident directs me to i n f o r m y o u that a rebe l force, v a r i ­

ously estimated at f r o m fifteen to twenty thousand men, has i n v a d e d 
the State of M a r y l a n d , a n d have t a k e n M a r t i n s b u r g h a n d H a r p e r ' s 
F e r r y , and are threatening other points ; that the p u b l i c safety re­
quires h i m to c a l l u p o n the State E x e c u t i v e s for a m i l i t i a force to 
r e p e l this invas ion . 

" H e therefore directs me to c a l l on y o u for a m i l i t i a force o f twe lve 
thousand men f r o m y o u r State, to serve not more than one h u n d r e d 
days, and to request that y o u w i l l , w i t h the utmost despatch, f o r w a r d 
the troops to W a s h i n g t o n , b y r a i l or steamboat, as m a y be most ex­
pedit ious . 

" P l e a s e favor me w i t h an answer at y o u r earl iest convenience. 
(Signed) " E D W I N M . S T A N T O N , 

" Secretary of War" 

T o w h i c h y o u r e p l i e d : 

" S T A T E O P N E W Y O R K , E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T , ) 
" A L B A N Y , July 5 1 8 6 4 . 5 

" H o n . E . M . S T A N T O N , Secretary of War : 
" Y o u r despatch received. I w i l l do wThat I can. O r d e r s sent to 

commanders of the regiments o f State N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 
(Signed) " H O R A T I O S E Y M O U R , 

" Governor, dec." 

I n response to w h i c h , the H o n . E . M . Stanton te l egraphed :— 
" T h a n k s for y o u r t e l egram jus t rece ived . I t is not p robab le that 
y o u r emergency troops w i l l be r e q u i r e d over s i x t y days, perhaps 
not so l o n g . " Steps were i m m e d i a t e l y t a k e n to b r i n g these troops 
into the field at the earliest moment, under the f o l l o w i n g order : 
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G E N E R A L H E A D Q U A R T E R S , S T A T E , O E N E W Y O R E , V 
A D J U T A N T - G E N E R A L ' S O F F I C E , j-

A L B A N T , July. 9, 1864. J 
General Orders, No. 13 : , 

I . T h e Pres ident of the U n i t e d States h a v i n g c a l l e d for twe lve 
thousand (12,000) m e n f r o m this State, to serve for one h u n d r e d 
days, i t is determined to send volunteers f r o m throughout the State 
i n order to re l ieve those organizat ions "which have heretofore so 
p r o m p l y responded. T o effect this , the N a t i o n a l G u a r d is to be 
filled to its m a x i m u m strength. 

W h e n organizations are efficient, volunteers w i l l be asked for ; ac­
c o r d i n g l y , M a j o r - G e n e r a l Char les W . Sandforcl , c omma nd ing 1st 
D i v i s i o n N a t i o n a l G u a r d of the State of N e w Y o r k , Head-quarters 
N e w Y o r k C i t y , w i l l c a l l for three thousand five h u n d r e d (3,500) 
volunteers , to serve one h u n d r e d days, as the quota f r o m his com­
mand , and cause these troops to take the field as ear ly as pract i ca ­
ble,, b y regiments. 

I I . M a j o r - G e n e r a l I I . B . D u r y e a , c omma nd ing the 2 d D i v i s i o n , 
N a t i o n a l G u a r d , of the State of N e w Y o r k , head-quarters, B r o o k l y n , 
Jj. I . , w i l l furn i sh one thousand eight h u n d r e d a n d fifty (1,850) v o l ­
unteers f r o m his command, as the quota f r o m the Second D i v i s i o n , 
a n d despatch t h e m to the field b y regiments. 

I I I . C l o t h i n g w i l l be furnished b y B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l S. V . T a l c o t t , 
Quartermaster -Genera l ,No . 51, W a l k e r street, N e w Y o r k c i ty . A r m s 
and accoutrements b y B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l James A . E a r r e l l , Commis ­
sary -Genera l , State arsenal , corner of 35th street and 7th A v e n u e , 
N e w Y o r k C i t y . A p p l i c a t i o n for subsistence before muster s h o u l d 
be made u p o n B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l W i l l i a m H a y s , A c t i n g Ass i s tant 
P r o v o s t M a r s h a l Genera l , N e w Y o r k c i ty . A f t e r muster, u p o n C o l ­
onel A . B . E a t o n , U . S. Commissary Department , N o . 6 State street, 
N e w Y o r k . Transpor ta t i on w i l l be furn ished b y M a j o r Stewart V a n -
V l i e t , U . S. Quartermaster , N o . 6 State street, N e w Y o r k . 

I V . Commandants of regiments w i l l g ive the necessary orders 
f o r b i d d i n g c l o th ing , arms and accoutrements, b e l o n g i n g to the State 
to be t a k e n to the field. 

V . Repor ts w i l l be made to these head-quarters as e a r l y as prac t i ­
cable, n a m i n g the regiments vo lunteer ing , that orders may be g i v e n 
to the p r o p e r departments to meet necessary demands. 

V I . Reg iments as fast as organized w i l l proceed to W a s h i n g t o n 
c i t y and repor t for orders. 

B y order of the Commander- in-Chief . 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 

" Adjutant General.11 

T h e A p p e n d i x gives the regiments and number of men mustered 
into service. T h e t e r m of these regiments was short, but the i r duties 
were arduous and responsible , and at a l l t imes were d is t inguished 
for good conduct and d isc ip l ine . 

E r o m the remote stations and active duties of m a n y reg iments , 
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and batteries o f a r t i l l e r y , i t lias not been pract i cable to obtain returns 
of the respective arms of service n o w i n the field b e l o n g i n g to the 
State. B u t few returns have been received. T h i s neglect is serious­
l y felt , and i t is to be regret ted that there is no a u t h o r i t y here to 
compel commanders to f o r w a r d a m o n t h l y r e t u r n . 

I n no instance have the troops f r o m the State fa l t e red i n the dis ­
charge of the i r duties. I n every c l imate , at a l l seasons of the year , 
they have met the enemy i n . batt le , a n d encountered sickness, p r i v a ­
t i on and fatigue, w i t h reso lut ion a n d fort i tude . T h e files o f th is 
Depar tment bear test imony to this i n the reports of the r e g i m e n t a l , 
brigade, d iv is ion , and corps commanders. 
' T h e " -New Y o r k State So ld ier ' s D e p o t " N o . 52 H o w a r d street, 

N e w Y o r k c i ty , has f u l f i l l e d every expectat ion for w h i c h i t was 
created, a m p l y remunerat ing the State for its l i b e r a l bounty . H e r e 
the so ld ier has a lways f ound a res t ing place a n d a home, a n d re lat ives 
and friends have obtained accurate in format ion of fathers, husbands, 
brothers, a n d ch i ld ren . F i f t y - t h r e e thousand (53,000) so ldiers have 
passed t h r o u g h the inst i tut ion w i t h i n the last t w e l v e months . M o s t 
of these were s ick or wounded ; others on the w ray to and f r o m the 
field, d ischarged, or on f u r l o u g h . T h e ins t i tut ion was opened on 
the 11th day of M a y , 1863, under an a p p r o p r i a t i o n of two h u n d r e d 
thousand do l lars ($200,000) a p p r o v e d A p r i l 24th , 1863. T h e t o t a l 
number of so ldiers w h i c h have been rece ived at the depot d u r i n g 
the twenty months of its existence is 68,527. T h e expenditures have 
been made w i t h care and economy, and its charit ies c o u l d have been 
enlarged, had the fund ' permi t ted , to the great benefit o f the so ld ier , 
and to the honor of the State. 

I n the coming twe lve months farther demands w i l l be made u p o n 
the l i b e r a l i t y of the State. T h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n is n e a r l y exhausted, 
and there are expenses, i n the coming s ix months w h i c h s h o u l d be 
p r o m p t l y met. I w o u l d recommend that the ins t i tut ion be mainta in ­
ed, and that a l i b e r a l appropr ia t i on be made to continue its benevo­
lence and usefulness. T h e annual repor t o f the b o a r d w i l l g ive a 
more enlarged a n d interest ing de ta i l i n reference to its wants a n d 
usefulness. 

M I L I T I A . 

T h e m i l i t i a o f fhe State has rece ived p a r t i c u l a r attention d u r i n g 
the past year, as w e l l as causing m u c h so l i c i tude u p o n the part o f 
your E x c e l l e n c y for its efficiency a n d organizat ion . T h e f o l l o w i n g 
proc lamat ion of J u l y 14th h a d a benefic ial effect, and caused cit izens 
to rea l ize its importance : 
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Proclamation. 
S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K : 

E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T , ) 
A L B A N Y , July 12, 1864. ] 

O n the 8 th inst. I ordered that the several m i l i t a r y companies be 
increased to the m a x i m u m numbers, I now appeal to the people of 
N e w Y o r k to c a r r y out this order b y j o i n i n g the N a t i o n a l G u a r d , or 
b y such other measures as w i l l g ive that organizat ion the n u m b e r 
r equ i red b y law. Unless this is done at once, I cannot respond to 
the c a l l now made b y the Pres ident of the U n i t e d States. T h e N a t i o n a l 
Const i tut ion declares that a w e l l regulated m i l i t i a is necessary to the 
securi ty of a free State. I f we h a d heeded this . truth, we s h o u l d 
not have been exposed to invasion, to the disgrace of r iots , and to 
the hazards of s t i l l greater calamities. The negligence and false 
economy w h i c h l e d us to d isregard this w a r n i n g have been f ear fu l l y 
punished . The cost of a r m i n g and equ ipp ing the N a t i o n a l G u a r d 
w o u l d have been t r i f l ing compared w i t h the amount w h i c h N e w Y o r k 
must now pay as its quota of the expense of d r i v i n g back the armies 
w h i c h now threaten the N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l . 

L e t us be w a r n e d b y the error of the past. I i m p l o r e a l l c it izens 
to l a y aside passion and prejudice , a n d unite ' i n c a r r y i n g out a l a w 
c l ear ly demanded b y the honor, the interest and the safety of the State 
and N a t i o n . I n m a n y parts of N e w Y o r k this duty has been u t t e r l y 
neglected, a n d the bur then of answering calls for the m i l i t i a has 
been t h r o w n u p o n a few sections of the State. 

I n this t ime of c i v i l war, we are p e r p l e x e d w i t h many questions 
w h i c h are b e y o n d the grasp of any m i n d . W e see them from,, dif­
ferent stand-points, and reach confl ict ing conclusions. I t is o n l y 
ignorance and b i g o t r y w h i c h w i l l make these differences a n d v iews 
occasions for controversy and reproach. H o w e v e r we m a y differ 
u p o n other points, there shou ld be no conflict of op in ion as to the 
duties we owe to the State and N a t i o n a l Governments . These are 
c l ear ly set f o r th i n the Const i tut ion of our country, i n the f o l l o w i n g 
terms: 

A r t i c l e 6, subd iv i s i on 2 . — " T h i s Const i tut ion and the laws of the 
U n i t e d States, w h i c h s h a l l be made i n pursuance thereof, a n d a l l 
treaties made under the authorities of the U n i t e d States, s h a l l be 
the supreme l a w of the land , and the judges of every State s h a l l be 
b o u n d therebj 7 ' , any th ing i n the constitution or laws of any State to 
the contrary no twi ths tand ing . " 

A r t i c l e 1 3 , section 2, provides , for the purpose of def ining the 
l i m i t s of the author i ty of the Genera l Government , " T h e j u d i c i a l 
power s h a l l extend to a l l cases i n l a w and equity ar i s ing under the 
Const i tut ion , the laws of the U n i t e d States, a n d the treaties made 
under the ir author i ty . " A r i c l e 1 0 of the amendments declares: 
" T h e powers not delegated to the U n i t e d States b y the Const i tut ion , 
nor p r o h i b i t e d b y i t to the States, are reserved to the States respec­
t i v e l y , or to the people . " 

E v e r y g o o d c i t i zen w i l l y i e l d an equal respect a n d obedience to 
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each of these provis ions . W h e n either of t h e m are d isregarded , 
our country w i l l be overwhe lmed w i t h anarchy and confusion. 

I exhort a l l not to a l l o w the i r passions, the i r prejudices and sus­
picions to increase the dangers w h i c h overhang us. L e t us c o r d i a l l y 
unite i n measures essential to the preservat ion of the N a t i o n a l un i ty , 
the power of our State, the peace and good order of society. F o r e ­
most among t h e m is the organizat ion of those l i a b l e to duty, w i thout 
respect to creed or p o l i t i c a l opinions, into l o ca l m i l i t a r y companies. 
I n order to meet the const i tut ional demands of the G e n e r a l G o v e r n ­
ment, to secure the enforcement of the laws of the State, a n d afford 
security to the l ives a n d homes of our c it izens, this must be done at 
once. 

(Signed) H O R A T I O S E Y M O U R . 

Organizations w rere a p p l i e d for b y in te l l i gent and enterpr is ing 
men, and granted; but when r e p o r t i n g the i r complet ion , neither arms, 
equipments or c l o th ing were to be obtained. 

The m i l i t a r y appropriat ions of 1868 were but sufficient to defray 
the expenses of the various departments. T h e quiet that has pre­
v a i l e d throughout the State d u r i n g the past year, the obedience to 
law, and absence of commotions, m a y be a t t r ibuted to the readiness 
and efficiency of that por t i on of the State N a t i o n a l G u a r d w h i c h has 
been p r o p e r l y armed and equipped. Commanders of a l l grades 
have real ized their responsibi l i t ies , and at a l l t imes have, i n the 
midst of excitement and a larm, counsel led moderat ion and forbear­
ance, at the same time s tern ly denounced disorder, and stood ready 
to maintain the law and punish the offenders. 

There are i n the State 314,308 men l iab le to bear arms. T h e 
State has at its disposal fourteen thousand one h u n d r e d and t h i r t y -
one (14,131) men uni formed and equipped. T h e m i l i t a r y exper i ­
ence disseminated through the State b y d ischarged officers a n d m e n 
who have been two or three years i n service, makes the present an 
appropriate t ime to b r i n g the m i l i t i a to a h i g h state of perfect ion. 
These officers and men, after be ing d i s c ip l ined themselves i n m i n d 
and habit, have a more enlarged and a better apprec iat ion of our 
institutions, and are w e l l ca lculated to instruct the m e n p laced under 
their command. A State w i t h an efficient m i l i t a r y organizat ion adds 
to her respectabi l i ty among her associates, and gives to her citizens 
and her institutions harmony, p r i d e and character. I n the future 
events of our country, a w e l l organized m i l i t i a w i l l be f ound essen­
t i a l for the maintenance of l aw, and i n the secur i ty of l i fe , personal 
r ights and property . T h e promptness of the m i l i t a r y organizations 
i n our cities and country towns i n the execution of orders d u r i n g the 
past year must satisfy a l l citizens of the i r usefulness. A t no p e r i o d 
i n the history of the State has i t been so manifest that a w e l l organ­
i zed body of m i l i t a r y men was requ i red for the p u b l i c good. D u r -
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i n g the m o n t h of J u n e a rebe l force entered Pennsy lvania , and i t was 
for a t ime be l ieved, j u d g i n g f r o m the past, that their march w o u l d be 
uninterrupted , and result i n the capture of H a r r i s b u r g , one h u n d r e d 
and twenty-five miles f r o m E l m i r a i n this State. A cava l ry r a i d 
w o u l d have devastated the frontier and penetrated some distance 
into the interior . The release of the ten thousand rebe l prisoners at 
E l m i r a was w e l l w o r t h y of the enterprise. T o avoid , as far- as prac­
t icable, such a disgrace, arms and ammunit ion were deposited at the 
C o r n i n g A r s e n a l , near E l m i r a , and the commanders of m i l i t i a reg i ­
ments i n the counties of C h e m u n g and Steuben were ordered to l ook 
w e l l to the ir frontier, and to assemble their regiments and r e p e l any 
intrus ion upon the State. The f o l l ow ing letter, together w i t h others 
of a s imi lar character, w r i t t e n to the various commanders ear ly i n 
the spr ing , antic ipated this event: 

A L B A N Y , March 2dth, 1864. 
Co lone l—-I am instructed b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , Governor Seymour , to 

c a l l y our attention to the exposed condit ion of that section of country 
extending f r o m B i n g h a m t o n to E l m i r a , to the raids of a rebe l force. 

Y o u r regiment be ing more organized than any i n that quarter, y o u 
are desired to keep i t to a f u l l standard, i f possible, and g ive the ne­
cessary precaution to a l l citizens of the necessity of h o l d i n g them­
selves i n readiness to r e p e l any invasion of the State, however for­
midable . 

A r m s and ammunit ion are now be ing deposited at the State arsenal 
at C o r n i n g to meet a l l emergencies. Information has been received 
at these head-quarters w h i c h leads to the bel ie f that the enemy m a y 
attempt an invasion of the State. 

I am, Co lone l , 
V e r y respect ful ly , 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 

The recommendation of your E x c e l l e n c y to the A d j u t a n t Genera l , 
U . S . A . , M a r c h 17th, 1863, that the m i l i t i a of the c i ty of N e w Y o r k 
be permi t t ed to occupy the forts i n the harbor, has been p a r t i a l l y 
c ompl i ed w i t h . O n the 21st of A p r i l last, the H o n . E . M . Stanton, 
Secretary of W a r , sent the f o l l owing te legram: 

W A S H I N G T O N , April 21st, 1864. 
H i s E x c e l l e n c y Governor S E Y M O U R , Albany, JSF. Y.: 

I t is desirable to furnish General G r a n t w i t h a l l the veteran force 
at the disposal of the government. Genera l E>ix has been instructed 
to f o rward f r o m N e w Y o r k a l l the U n i t e d States troops that can be 
spared, and the Pres ident requests that y o u w i l l furn ish one or t w o 
regiments of your c i ty m i l i t i a to act as g u a r d for deserters, stragglers, 
dsc., and for l i m i t e d special duty . T h e y w o u l d render a v e r y mate-
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r i a l service to the country at the present juncture , and G e n e r a l D i x 
has been instructed to c a l l on y o u for such m i l i t i a force as may be 
used for the above specified purpose. Please i n f o r m me i f you can 
answer his ca l l . T h e service w o u l d be for three months unless sooner 
discharged. 

(Signed) E . M . S T A N T O N , 
Secretary of War. 

T o this the f o l l o w i n g r e p l y was sent: 

S T A T E O F N E W Y O R E , ) 
I N S P E C T O R G E N E R A L ' S O F F I C E , [• 

A L B A N Y , April 22d, 1864. J 
H o n . E . M . S T A N T O N , Secretary of War, Washington, D. C: 

I n r e p l y to your te legram of the 21st inst. , w h i c h is just received, 
I am instructed b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , Governor Seymour , to state that 
the regiments of State m i l i t i a requ i red b y y o u w i l l be p r o m p t l y fur­
nished for the purpose indicated . 

(Signed) J O S I A H T . M I L L E R , 
Inspector- General, S. JST. Y. 

O n the 23d of A p r i l M a j o r Genera l D i x made the request: 
H E A D Q U A R T E R S D E P A R T B I E N T O F T H E E A S T , ) 

N E W Y O R K C I T Y , April 2od, 1864, \ 
H i s E x c e l l e n c y H O R A T I O S E Y M O U R , Governor of JVeiv Yorh: 

S I R — I am author ized b y the Pres ident of the U n i t e d States to c a l l 
on y o u for a m i l i t i a force to occup3^ the defences of this harbor. I f 
you see no objection, I s h o u l d be g l a d to have M a j o r Genera l Sand-
ford ordered to detai l one or more regiments for service, as they m a y 
be required. O n l y one w i l l be needed -at present, to be mustered 
into the service of the U n i t e d States for t h i r t y days. 

I am, v e r y respect ful ly , 
Y o u r obedient servant, 

(Signed) J O H N A . D I X , Major General. 

Colone l Charles H . B u r t i s commanding 15th regiment , N a t i o n a l 
G u a r d of the State of N e w Y o r k , was detai led and mustered into 
service for s i x ty days. Detachments of the command occupied forts 
R i chmond , H a m i l t o n , and S a n d y H o o k . U p o n the exp i ra t i on of 
their duty, the s ix ty -n inth regiment, N a t i o n a l G u a r d , C o l o n e l J a m e s 
Bag ley , was mustered into service , for n inety clays, and ordered to 
the forts unde^ the f o l l o w i n g instruct ions t ransmit ted to M a j o r G e n ­
eral Sandford . 

A L B A N Y , June 28th, 1864. 
M a j o r Genera l C H A R L E S W . S A N D F O R D , 

Commanding 1st Division, N- Y. S- N. G., Neio Yorh city. 
G E N E R A L . — I am instructed b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , G o v e r n o r S e y m o u r 

to express his desire that y o u deta i l f r o m y o u r command one reg i ­
ment of infantry , to be mustered into the service of the U n i t e d States 

[Assem. N o . 22.] 2 
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for t h i r t y days, to date f r o m the 5 th prox imo , w h i c h is to he posted 
i n the harbor of the c i ty of N e w Y o r k , and w i l l be r epor ted to 
M a j o r Genera l J o h n A . D i x , commanding the Depar tment of the 
E a s t , as ear ly as practicable , so that there may be no .delay i n re l iev ­
i n g the 15th regiment, N a t i o n a l G u a r d of the State of N e w Y o r k , 
now on duty at F o r t R i c h m o n d , N e w Y o r k h a r b o r ; at the t ime 
re ferred to. 

I f the reg iment designated can muster into service four h u n d r e d 
men, i t w i l l be taken as a regiment, w i t h the expectation of h a v i n g i t 
r e c r u i t e d to seven or eight h u n d r e d men. I f this cannot be done, 
please deta i l an efficient co lonel and cause his regiment to be filled 
up b y detachments f rom other regiments under y o u r command. 

I am, Genera l , v e r y respect fu l ly , 
Y o u r obedient servant, 

(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 
Adjutant General. 

These regiments became w e l l instructed i n the use of a r t i l l e r y , 
and fami l iar w i t h the most effective method of defending the harbor 
i n the event of an attack. I f this p l a n is cont inued b y the general 
government , the c i ty of N e w Y o r k w i l l have a w e l l instructed so ld iery , 
r eady at a l l t imes to repa ir to the forts. Instruct ions were sent to 
M a j o r Genera l D u r y e a to have a regiment i n readiness u p o n the 
exj) iration of the t e r m of service of the s ixty -n inth . 

A L B A N Y , October 1th 1 8 6 4 . 
M a j o r G e n e r a l H . B . D U R Y E A , 

Commanding 2d, Division JSF. G. 8. N. Y., Brooklyn JSf. Y. 
G E N E R A L . — T h e 69th regiment, N a t i o n a l G u a r d of the State of 

N e w Y o r k , now at F o r t R i c h m o n d , is for the present, to be rep laced 
b y a detachment of regular troops. F r o m information rece ived f r o m 
M a j o r G e n e r a l D i x , i t is probable that a regiment of N a t i o n a l G u a r d 
w i l l be requ i red to man the fortifications i n the harbor of the c i ty of 
N e w Y o r k . T h e regiment re l i eved came f rom the F i r s t D i v i s i o n , and 
I a m instructed b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , Governor Seymour to c a l l u p o n 
y o u for the detai l to w h i c h y o u are next ent i t led , as commander of 
the Second D i v i s i o n . . 

W i l l y o u please take the necessary preparatory steps to accompl ish 
this , and in fo rm this department of y o u r progress. G e n e r a l D i x does 
not say pos i t ive ly that they w i l l be required , but remarks , that w h e n 
the regiment is wanted due notice w i l l be g iven , when I w i l l i n f o r m 
y o u b y te legraph. 

M a j o r Horace A . Sprague commanding a B a t t a l i o n of A r t i l l e r y , 
B r o o k l y n ' , has made appl i cat ion for service at E l m i r a . T h i s cannot 
be granted, but as his corps is w e l l organized, m i g h t i t not be made 
useful i n the duty referred to ? 

I am, Genera l , v e r y respect ful ly , 
Y o u r obedient servant, 

(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 
Adjutant General. 
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F r o m reports rece ived at these H e a d Quarters d u r i n g the m o n t h 
of A u g u s t , i t was manifest that there was a class of men i n Canada 
who were threatening a hosti le invas ion on our f ront ier . These m e n 
were of a lawless character, w i thout money or occupation, many , 
deserters f rom the U n i t e d States army , w i l l i n g to embark i n any 
enterprise to p l u n d e r for d a i l y subsistence. T h o u g h not f ormidab le 
i n numbers, the absence of organizat ion caused t h e m to be more 
feared b y the iso lated farmer and the citizens of s m a l l towns, t h a n 
i f the}' appeared i n large bodies and under a recognized leader. I t 
was imperat ive that immediate steps s h o u l d be taken to pun i sh these 
marauders. T h e general government h a d not the troops on the 
frontier, and the State was necessari ly dependent u p o n her m i l i t i a 
for defence. T h e correspondence here g iven , to different commanders 
of N e w Y o r k State N a t i o n a l G u a r d , w i l l better convoy to the p u b l i c 
the usefulness, as w e l l as the necessity of a r m i n g and equ ipp ing the 
m i l i t i a of the State. 

A L B A N Y , August 10, 1864. 

B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l H E N R Y L . L A N S I N G , 
Commanding Ust Brigade, JST. G. 8. JST. Y, Buffalo, JST. Y. 

G E N E R A L . — T h e reports made at these head quarters l ead to the 
be l ie f that there are bands of lawless m e n h a n g i n g u p o n the front ier , 
threatening to make incursions i n the v i c i n i t y of Buf fa lo . I am ins­
tructed, by H i s E x c e l l e n c y G o v e r n o r Seymour , to c a l l y o u r attent ion 
to this, and to urge the utmost v ig i lance among the t roops under y o u r 
command, so that, i n the event of any disturbance, a sufficient n u m ­
ber of men may be at hand to put i t clown. 

The three regiments now be ing organized at or near Buf fa lo , namely , 
the 98th, 94th and 65th, have been d irected to complete the i r orga­
nizations at once, and await further orders. Instruct ions have been 
g iven to have all. the disposable arms, a n d a sufficient amount of am­
munit ion , sent to Buffalo wi thout delay. 

I n order that there may be no misunders tand ing i n future, a n d for 
the immediate expenses inc ident to the service of the 74th, 65th, a n d 
98th Regiments , N a t i o n a l G u a r d , now o r d e r e d to complete the i r 
organizations, and to be h e l d i n readiness for immediate service, i t 
w i l l be necessary that due care be taken i n the expenses inc ident to 
this service. Y o u w i l l please cause each c o m p a n y to be r e g u l a r l y 
mustered, on muster-rol ls , and mustered b y the officer y o u see fit to 
appoint. 

I n r egard to subsistence, p roper measures s h o u l d be taken . T o 
this end a contract must be made to subsist these troops , w h i c h 
should not exceed t h i r t y or for ty cents a day. U n i f o r m s cannot be 
had at present. 

I am, Genera l , v e r y respect fu l ly , 
Y o u r .obedient servant, 

(Signed) J O H N T . S P E A G U E , 
Adjutant General. 
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A L B A N Y , August 12, 1864. 
M a j o r G e n e r a l J O H N A . D i x , 

Commanding Department of the East, New York City. 
G E N E R A L . — M e a s u r e s are now i n progress to c a l l into the service 

.of the State as many regiments of the N a t i o n a l G u a r d , as can be made 
efficient, on the nor thern frontier . l a m directed, b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y 
G o v e r n o r Seymour , to request that instructions be g i v e n to the pro­
per authorities at Buf fa lo and Sachets H a r b o r , so as to enable the 
troops ca l l ed into the f ie ld to occupy the U n i t e d States barracks at 
these places. 

The 74th a n d 65th Regiments are near ly completed, and the use 
of the quarters desired w i l l a d d mater ia l l y to the comfort and effici­
ency of the men. 

I have the honor to be, Genera l , 
V e r y respect ful ly , 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 

A L B A N Y , August 15, 1864. 
B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l H E N R Y L . L A N S I N G , 

Commanding 3 1 st Brigade N. G. 8. N. Y., Buffalo, N. Y. ^ 
G E N E R A L . — I am instructed, .by H i s E x c e l l e n c y G o v e r n o r Seymour , 

to direct that y o u at once organize as in fantry , f r o m y o u r command, 
one company of re l iab le , experienced and efficient men, to take post 
at the State A r s e n a l near Buf fa lo , N . Y . , for its protect ion ; the com- ' 
p a n y to consist o f one captain, one first lieutenant', and one second 
l ieutenant, f or ty privates , two musicians, f o u r sergeants, and four 
corporals , to be mustered into the service o f the State u n t i l dis­
charged. P a y and subsistence w i l l commence u p o n the day each 
m a n is mustered into service. A r m s and accoutrements w i l l be issued 
u p o n app l i cat ion to the m i l i t a r y storekeeper at State A r s e n a l , Buf fa lo , 
N . Y . Su i tab le arrangements shou ld be made b y contract to subsist 
the command, subject to y o u r approva l , 

Please f o r w a r d a copy of the muster r o l l to these headquarters. 
I am, Genera l , v e r y respect ful ly , 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 

A L B A N Y , September 2d, 1864. 
B r i g . Gen . J A M E S A . E A R R E L L , 

Co,mmissary General 8. N Y, New York City: 
G E N E R A L — I am instructed b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y Governor Seymour 

to direct that y o u send to the M i l i t a r y Storekeeper at D u n k i r k the 
f o l l o w i n g ordnance and ordnance stores, v i z : T w o twenty-pounder 
P a r r o t t r i f led i r on guns and two ten-pounder P a r r o t t r i f led i r on guns, 
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w i t h equipments complete ; also t h i r t y rounds of ammuni t ion com­
plete for each gun. I f y o u have not the ammuni t i on on hand, pur ­
chase i t , and transmit i t as ear ly as possible. 

I am, Genera l , 
V e r y respect fu l ly , 

Y o u r , obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P E A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 
i 

A L B A N Y , September 20th, 1864. 
B r i g . Gen. H . L . L A N S I N G , Buffalo, JY. Y.: 

G E N E R A L — U s e a l l the armament b e l o n g i n g to the State i n Buffalo 
to resist the pirates who have captured the steamer on L a k e E r i e . 
G i v e such orders to the company on d u t y at the arsenal as may be 
necessary. O r d e r out as m a n y men of y o u r command as m a y be 
wanted. Please report events p r o m p t l y . T a k e f r o m the arsenal 
what mav be required. B y order 

• " (Signed) J O H N T . S P E A G U E , 
Adjutant General. 

A L B A N Y , September 20th, 1864. 
Colone l D . S. F O R B E S , 

Commanding 68th Regiment N. G., Fredonia, FT. Y: 
L o o k out for the pirates on L a k e E r i e . U s e a l l the means i n y o u r ' 

power, to resist them. Send to Buffalo , i f necessary, for arms, can­
non and ammunit ion. L o o k to D u n k i r k . B y order 

(Signed) _ J O H N T . S P E A G U E , 
Adjutant General. 

The arsenal at Buffalo was w e l l s u p p l i e d w i t h munit ions o f war. 
T h e annual report of B r i g a d i e r Genera l H e n r y L . L a n s i n g , com­
manding 81st Br igade N a t i o n a l G u a r d of the State of N e w Y o r k , 
w i l l detail the prompt and formidable means for the defence of B u f ­
falo and its v i c in i ty . The harbor of D u n k i r k offered inducements 
for the refugees who captured the steamer off Johnson 's I s land , Sep­
tember 18th, 18.64. The armament sent f r o m the State arsenal, N e w 
Y o r k city, gave to the citizens of that t o w n ample means of defence, 
supported'as i t was b y the 68th regiment N a t i o n a l G u a r d , C o l o n e l 
D . S. Forbes commanding, who was instructed to d r i l l his regiment 
i n the use of these guns, and to have his c ommand i n readiness for 
.active service. 

The Leg is la ture of the State passed an act, a p p r o v e d A p r i l 27th, 
1863, appropr iat ing one m i l l i o n of dol lars for the " defence of the 

•••.harbor of N e w Y o r k and the f ront ier . " T h e lat ter be ing threatened, 
and the necessity ar is ing for a m i l i t i a force to be ca l l ed into service, 
w e l l armed, and the m i l i t a r y appropriat ions not be ing adequate to 
the emergency, a communicat ion was addressed to H o n . E d w i n D . 
M o r g a n , one of the commissioners under the law, as to the expedi -



22 A N N U A L R E P O R T O F T H E 

ency of appropr ia t ing a sufficient amount of this f u n d for the defence 
of the front ier , of w h i c h the f o l l ow ing is a copy : 

A L B A N Y , August loth, 1864. 
- 'Hon. E . D . M O R G A N , NO. 54 Exchange Place, New York City: 

S I R — I n f o r m a t i o n has been received at these headquarters as to 
the exposed condit ion of the N o r t h e r n front ier and the p r o b a b i l i t y 
of incursions b y a class of men f r o m Canada, who might i n d i v i d u a l l y 
cause much i n j u r y , and, if . combined, f o rm an efficient body of men. 
T h i s frontier is exposed and needs protection. T h e State has not 
the means on hand, under the m i l i t a r y appropriations, to defray the 
expenses incident to the purchase of arms, nor for the payment and 
subsistence of men. 

T o meet the present demand, three regiments are ordered to be i n 
readiness for active service, but these are wi thout arms and accoutre­
ments. A g u a r d of fifty men is now on duty at the State arsenal 
near Buffalo . The arms for these troops, as w e l l as subsist ing them, 
must be p a i d for immediate ly , and i t is as w e l l to make preparations 
accord ing ly . 

The one m i l l i o n dol lars appropr ia ted b y the L e g i s l a t u r e A p r i l 
27th, 1 8 6 3 , for the " p r o t e c t i o n of the harbor and frontiers of this 
State , " w o u l d seem to be the source f rom w h i c h funds should be 
obtained to meet this emergency. 

H i s E x c e l l e n c y Governor Seymour desires me to wr i te y o u u p o n 
the subject, w i t h the w i s h to obtain your acquiescence i n the course 
adopted i n defraying the expenses occurr ing i n the employment of a 
force for the " protect ion of the f ront ier . " 

I t is suggested that the present might not be an inappropr iate t ime 
for purchas ing say ten thousand stand of arms and accoutrements, to 
be deposited a long the frontiers, as one of the efficient means of 
defence. I have the honor to be, sir , 

V e r y respectful ly , 
Y o u r obedient servant, 

(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 
Adjutant General. • 

T h i s was the commencement of the correspondence u p o n a subject 
w h i c h has caused, and is s t i l l creating, m u c h anxiety and apprehen­
sion. T h e marauders were i n s m a l l parties, and the inhabitants of 

..the front ier were l iab le at any moment to be robbed, and the i r pro­
p e r t y commit ted to the flames. The accompanying correspondence 
w i l l show that t i m e l y measures were adopted b y y o u r E x c e l l e n c y to 
ensure protect ion : 

! # A L B A N Y , October 5th, 1864. 
B r i g a d i e r Genera l H E N R Y L . L A N S I N G , commanding 31st Brigade 

^ N G. S. N. Y, Buffalo, N. Y: | • 
G e n e r a l — I am strongly impressed w i t h the necessity of h a v i n g i n 

the c i ty of Buffalo a w e l l organized and efficient bat ta l ion of a r t i l ­
l e r y consisting of about two hundred and fifty (250) experienced 
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and respectable men. T o this corps there s h o u l d be assigned a suf­
ficient number of heavy guns to meet a l l emergencies w h i c h m i g h t 
arise on L a k e E r i e and along; the frontier of Canada. Please l ook 
* 1 * 

into this matter as ear ly as pract icable , and let me k n o w as to the pro ­
b a b i l i t y of hav ing this b o d y of men organized w i t h o u t delay. 

I am, general , 
V e r y respect ful ly , 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P E A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 
A L B A N Y , October 6th, 1864. 

B r i g a d i e r Genera l H E N R Y L . L A N S I N G , commanding olst Brigade 
JST. G. S.JY.Y, Buffalo, JST. Y: 

G e n e r a l — I n .regard to the vo lunteer bat ta l i on o f a r t i l l e r y for duty 
at Buffalo, w h i c h I wrote y o u br ie f ly -about yesterday, I propose to 
c a l l . i t " T h e Buffalo B a t t a l i o n o f F r o n t i e r A r t i l l e r y , " N o w Y o r k 
State N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 

Th is corps to consist of one major , four captains, s ix first l ieuten­
ants and s ix second lieutenants, ten sergeants, t en corporals and two 
hundred privates, to be armed w i t h two twenty -pound P a r r o t t guns 
and four ten-pounders, and w i t h muskets and accoutrements, to be 
used when necessary. T h e uniforms furn ished b y the State to be 
neat and appropriate . T h e officer c ommand ing s h o u l d be one of 
h igh character and experience, and the subordinate officers, as w e l l 
as the privates, ought to be men l i v i n g i n Buffa lo and its v i c i n i t y , 
who have a personal interest i n the place, and i n the securi ty of the 
city , .at the same t ime extending the ir observat ion a l ong the front ier . 

Please take the necessary steps to have the command organized , 
when orders w i l l be issued, so as to have the bat ta l i on comple ted 
before the close of navigat ion. I t is to be understood that the bat­
ta l i on is to f orm part of the N e w Y o r k State N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 

It seems to me that there must be i n Buffa lo a large n u m b e r of 
enterpris ing young men who, w i t h a competent commander , and 
encouragement, c ou ld make an excel lent b o d y of vo lunteer soldiers , 
w h i c h cou ld always be i n readiness to meet emergencies. 

I am, Genera l , 
V e r y respect fu l ly , 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P E A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 

A L B A N Y , Oct. 2 2 , 1 8 6 4 . 
M a j o r - G e n e r a l W I L L I A M S. F U L L E R T O N , 

Commanding 1th Division JST. G. 8. JSF. Y, Sparta, JSf. Y.: 
G e n e r a l — I am instructed b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , G o v e r n o r Seymour , 

to ca l l - your attention to the recent invas ion of the f ront ier of a ne igh ­
b o r i n g State b y armed men f r o m Canada . 

H e desires y o u to exercise a p r o p e r v ig i lance to prevent a repet i ­
t ion of such acts, and wishes y o u to en jo in u p o n a l l c it izens the 

http://call.it
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necessity of organis ing a n d a r m i n g themselves as far as i n their 
power . 

P lease keep this Depar tment p r o m p t l y in formed . 
I am, Genera l , v e r y respect ful ly , 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 

Adjutant-General. 

A L B A N Y , Oct. 2-2, 1864. 
M a j o r - G e n e r a l L E V I H . B R O W N , commanding 4th Division JV. G. B. 

JSf. Y, Watertown, Jefferson county, JV.Y.: 
G e n e r a l — I am instructed b y H i s E x c e l l e n c y , G o v e r n o r Seymour , 

to c a l l y o u r attention to the recent i n r o a d u p o n the front ier of an ad­
j o i n i n g State b y bodies of armed men f r o m the Canadas. H e desires 
y o u to exercise due v ig i lance to prevent a repet i t ion of such outrages 
a n d to enjoin u p o n a l l citizens to organize and a r m themselves as far 
as i n the ir power. 

F i v e h u n d r e d (500) stand of arms and twenty thousand (20,000) 
rounds of ammuni t i on have been sent to L ieutenant -Co lone l W . A . 
F u l l e r , c ommanding 32nd regiment N a t i o n a l G u a r d of the State of 
N e w Y o r k , P l a t t s b u r g , to be d is tr ibuted i n such a manner as c i r cum­
stances m a y require . H e has been directed to send two h u n d r e d 

' s tand of arms and six thousand (6000) rounds of ammuni t i on to O g -
densburgh, N . Y . T h e arms and ammuni t i on s h o u l d be so d i s t r i ­
b u t e d as to g ive protect ion to the entire l ine of f ront ier w i t h i n y o u r 
command . 

Please keep these headquarters p r o m p t l y in formed of every th ing 
that transpires . V e r y respect ful ly , y o u r ob ? t servant, • . 

(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , . 
Adjutant General. 

G E N E R A L H E A D Q U A R T E R S , ^ 
• S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K : • i 

A D J U T A N T G E N E R A L ' S O F F I C E , f 
A L B A N Y , October 26th, 1864. J 

T o H i s E x c e l l e n c y H O R A T I O S E Y M O U R , H o n . E D W I N D . M O R G A N , ' 
H o n . L U C I U S R O B I N S O N , Harbor Defence Com­
missioners State of JYew York: 

G e n t l e m e n — T h e recent outrages committed i n the t o w n of St . A l ­
bans, V e r m o n t , render i t imperat ive that immediate steps be taken 
for the protect ion of the nor thern frontier of the State of N e w Y o r k . 

I t is w e l l k n o w n that the Canadas are overrun b y reckless and 
lawless men, w i thout occupation, w i l l i n g to embark i n any enterprise 
that w i l l insure to them their d a i l y bread. T o this class m a y be 
a d d e d rebels f r o m the South , under the author i ty of the r ebe l gov­
ernment, who are seeking opportunit ies of reta l iat ion , a n d instigate 
adventurers to unite w i t h t h e m i n p l u n d e r i n g defenceless inhabitants 
i n the towns and country. 

T h e affairs o f our country c a l l for a different force than that w h i c h 
has heretofore been stationed a long this frontier . Companies of ar­
t i l l e r y and in fantry have been posted i n towns a n d barracks , w h i c h 
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gave ample protect ion to a l l a round t h e m ; but , at the present t ime, 
the farmer, w i t h his f a m i l y and his suppl ies for the approach ing w i n ­
ter, require as m u c h protec t ion as the banks a n d mercanti le interests 
i n the populous towns. A t any hour his b u i l d i n g s m a y be fired and 
he and his f ami ly d r i v e n f r o m the i r home, w h e n he finds h imse l f be­
y o n d assistance or redress. 

.The approaching season cal ls u p o n the State authorit ies for p r o m p t 
a n d efficient action; the ice w i l l soon f o r m a br idge u p o n w h i c h these 
bands of Confederate soldiers, u n i t e d w i t h the id le and the dissolute, 
can cross f r o m the Canad ian to the A m e r i c a n shores, harraifs our 
citizens, and destroy p r o p e r t y wi thout be ing intercepted ox pun ished . 

The northern front ier o f the State extends f r o m Rouse 's P o i n t , 
C l i n t o n county, to Buffalo, E r i e county, a distance b y the t r a v e l e d 
route of about five h u n d r e d (500) mi les . A t the towns of P i t t s ­
b u r g h , C h a m p l a i n , M a l o n e , O g d e n s b u r g h , Sackett 's H a r b o r , Cape 
Vincent , Oswego, Rochester , N i a g a r a , a n d Buffalo, there s h o u l d be 
stationed an in fantry or a r t i l l e r y force of f r o m one to two h u n d r e d 
men, as circumstances m i g h t require , to act p r o m p t l y i n r e p e l l i n g a 
large organised b o d y of men. 

Such a force, however, is not to be the most dreaded. I t is the 
smal l bands of desperate men, who , i n squads of s ix , eight, or ten, 
come stea l th i ly at night , rob , fire, and m u r d e r the remote settler, 
and flee w i t h their booty, unpunished , to the Canada shore. S u c h a 
mode of warfare is a larming , and w i l l , i n a short t ime, dr ive every 
farmer to the ne ighbor ing t o w n for protect ion , l e a v i n g his house i n 
flames, and h imse l f and f a m i l y w i t h o u t subsistence, c l o t h i n g or shelter.. 

T o meet this state of t i l ings , w h i c h m a y w e l l be apprehended , I 
w o u l d recommend that an organised force of mounted men, each 
armed w i t h a musket and a revo lver , s h o u l d constantly p a t r o l the 
intermediate country between the posts, ex tending the i r observat ion 
to the banks of the St . L a w r e n c e a n d L a k e Ontar io . T h e G e n e r a l 
Government w i l l no doubt p e r f o r m its par t o f the duty ; but i t is no 
les*- imperative that the Slate of N e w Y o r k s h o u l d do hers. 

A r m s and ammunit ion have been sent to P l a t t s b u r g h , C h a m p l a i n , 
Malone ,•Ogdensburgh and Oswego, and the officers c o m m a n d i n g 
m i l i t i a i n these sections of the State have been c a l l e d u p o n to be v i ­
g i lant . B u t wi thout funds a n d equipments adequate to the emer­
gency, the ir exertions w i l l ava i l but l i t t l e . T h e m i l i t a r y a p p r o p r i a ­
t i on is but b a r e l y .sufficient to meet the d a i l y demands of this Depart ­
ment. 

I won Id further suggest, that the force of mounted m e n above 
re ferred to, not to exceed one thousand (1000), be c a l l e d into service, 
to be d i s t r ibuted a l ong the f ront ier as his E x c e l l e n c y , G o v e r n o r Sey­
mour may direct. T o ' a r m these m e n a n d the m i l i t i a w h i c h are to 
act as an a u x i l i a r y force, i t w i l l be necessary to purchase one thousand 
(1,000) revolvers , two thousand (2,000) muskets a n d accoutrements, 
and a proper amount of ammuni t i on . T h e m i l i t i a regiments w i t h t h e i r 
present equipment, w i t h that w h i c h is to be purchased, w i l l be made 
efficient, when the i r commanders w o u l d be ins t ruc ted to h o l d them­
selves i n readiness at a l l t imes for active service. I n connect ion w i t h 
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. th is , there w o u l d necessarily be the expenses of subsistence and 
transportat ion. The pay of the m i l i t i a force w h e n ca l led into ser­
v ice w o u l d be governed b y the m i l i t i a law. I n order to secure an 
efficient mounted force, i t w o u l d be necessary to p a y each m a n so 
m u c h per day, as to cover the services of themselves a n d horses, 
as w e l l as subsistence. 

I have g iven but a b r i e f outl ine of the means of defending the 
nor thern frontier , l eav ing the details to the A d j u t a n t General 's 
Department , under the orders of his E x c e l l e n c y the Governor , to 
meet such emergencies as may arise. I t is impract i cab le at the 
present moment to anticipate when and where the b l o w m a y be struck. 
The citizens are alarmed, but their exertions cannot accompl ish m u c h 
unless organized and equipped, and p laced under competent com­
manders. 

T h e act of the Leg is lature passed A p r i l 27th, 1863, appropr ia ted 
one m i l l i o n dol lars ( $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) for the defence of the harbor and 
front ier of the State of N e w Y o r k . I w o u l d respect fu l ly suggest,, 
for y o u r consideration, as to whether a part of this f u n d m i g h t not 
be appropr ia ted to meet the present emergency, and thus secure 
immed ia te ly the organizat ion of a b o d y of men to r e p e l and p u n i s h 
the invaders. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 

V e r y respectful ly , y o u r obd't serv 't , 
(Signed,) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 
Dispatches were sent to M a j o r Genera l W i l l i a m C. B r o w n , com­

m a n d i n g 6th d iv i s i on ; M a j o r Genera l W i l l i a m S. F u l l e r t o n , com­
m a n d i n g 7th d iv is ion ; to B r i g a d i e r Genera l J o h n A . Green , command­
i n g 24th br igade : L ieutenant C o l o n e l W i l l i a m A . F u l l e r , command­
i n g 32d regiment ; M a j o r J . W i l m o t t S m i t h , c ommanding 33d reg i ­
ment; L ieutenant C o l o n e l C laud ius Hutch ins , c ommanding 34th 
reg iment ; C o l o n e l A l o n z o B . R a n d a l l , c ommanding 48th regiment , 
Oswego, d i rec t ing them to have the ir commands i n readiness to r e p e l 
and p u n i s h the enemy. The muskets and ammuni t i on sent f r o m the 
State arsenal i n the c i ty of N e w Y o r k to these different points , 
together w i t h the readiness of the ir m i l i t i a mustered into service at 
Buffalo, and the heavy armament at D u n k i r k , manned b y the 68th 
regiment , C o l o n e l D a v i d S. Forbes , gave to this entire l ine for the 
present, confidence and security. 

T h e outrage commit ted at St . A l b a n s , V e r m o n t , on the 21st of 
October , i n firing the t own , m u r d e r i n g the inhabitants, and r o b b i n g 
the banks, was but a d ivers ion f rom the front ier of the State 
of N e w Y o r k to that of the State of Vermont . 

E x c i t e m e n t in that quarter became prevalent , and a general appre­
hension was entertained of the approach of a large b o d y of organized 
men. Int imations were soon after received b y the mayor of Buffalo, 
f r o m the U n i t e d States Consular A g e n t at Toronto , Canada, that a 
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body of one hundred armed men had started w i t h incendiary mate­
rials for the purpose of b u r n i n g the c i ty of Buffalo . T h e citizens and 
m i l i t i a were under arms cont inual ly , and the utmost v ig i lance was 
exercised night and day. T o meet this movement, so f ormidable 
f rom its secret character, i ts lawless members, and pauc i ty of n u m ­
bers, Br igad ie r Genera l L a n s i n g was ordered on the 4 t h N o v e m b e r 
to ca l l into service four companies N e w Y o r k State N a t i o n a l Guards , 
f rom the 65th and 74th regiments , for t h i r t y days service. M a j o r 
General J o h n A . D i x , commanding Depar tment of the E a s t , N e w 
Y o r k city, was a p p l i e d to, to send, i f possible, a regular force for the 
protection of the towns of P l a t t s b u r g h , C h a m p l a i n and M a l o n e , as 
fo l lows: 

A L B A N Y , October With, 1864. 
M a j o r Genera l J O H N A . D i x , 

Commanding Department of the East: 
G e n e r a l — I n the absence of H i s E x c e l l e n c y G o v e r n o r Seymour , 

I w o u l d ask your immediate attention to the exposed condi t ion of the 
northern frontier of this State to the inroads of marauders f r o m 
Canada,, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the section of c o u n t r y a r o u n d the towns of 
Malone , C h a m p l a i n and P l a t t s b u r g h . A n u m b e r of citizens, i n d i ­
v i d u a l l y and in committee, have been here, anxious that some efficient 
steps l)e taken without delay for the ir security . A t this t ime there 
are smal l bands of suspicious characters l o i t e r i n g about the front ier 
and i n the smal l towns, and serious apprehensions are entertained 
that some combined movement is contemplated. 

I have sent arms and ammuni t ion to various points f r o m P l a t t s b u r g h 
to Oswego, and ordered the commanders of the regiments of the N a ­
tional G u a r d of the State of N e w Y o r k in. that quarter to be i n read i ­
ness and v ig i lant at a l l times. 

I w o u l d commend to your special considerat ion the gent lemen, 
Messrs. P i a t t and. N o r t o n , who w i l l hand y o u this letter . T h e y conie 
here to see Governor Seymour upon the subject, f u l l y accredited b y 
the citizens of P l a t t s b u r g h and others r e s id ing i n that v i c i n i t y . 

I f h i your power to c o m p l y with, the ir request i n stat ioning a b o d y 
of efficient troops along the l ine referred to immedia te ly , i t w i l l g ive 
the citizens confidence, and may be the means of p revent ing depre­
dations by marauders f rom the Canadas, i f such a movement be con­
templated. 

• I am, Genera l , 
W i t h m u c h respect, 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) ' 1 J O H N T . S P E A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 

Detachments of regular troops i m m e d i a t e l y after took post at 
important points, and h a d a tendency to deter fur ther depredations, 
and to give quiet to the inhabitants. So soon as this was attained, 
and the expense be ing so m u c h larger t h a n was warranted b y the 



23 A N N U A L R E P O R T O F T H E 

m i l i t a r y appropriat ions, B r i g a d i e r Genera l L a n s i n g was instructed to 
muster the State troops out of service. (See f o l l o w i n g letter of 
N o v e m b e r 8th.) 

A L B A N Y , November 8th, 1 8 . 6 4 . 
B r i g a d i e r Genera l H E N R Y L . L A N S I N G , 

Commanding olst Brigade, N G. 8. N. Y., Buffalo, N. Y: 
G e n e r a l — I t is understood that the Genera l Government has made 

arrangements for the protect ion of the nor thern frontier,, b y o r d e r i n g 
there a sufficient number of troops, and p lac ing M a j o r Genera l P e c k , 
U ; S. V o l s . , i n command. Y o u must see at once the i m p r o p r i e t y of 
hav ing a b o d y of State troops i n service w h e n the authorities at 
W a s h i n g t o n have taken the matter i n charge; more than a l l , i t is 
impract icable for the pub l i c good to have two independent commands 
i n the field, each endeavoring to accompl ish the same purpose. The 
service does not seem to be of such a character as to render i t neces­
sary that the State troops shou ld be p laced under the command of 
Genera l P e c k . 

I n this v i e w of the case, H i s E x c e l l e n c y Governer Seymour sug­
gests that i t might be -more judic ious to dispense w i t h c a l l i n g into, 
service for the present the. four companies now be ing mustered at 
Buffalo for the 65th and 74th regiments. I t is difficult to judge here, 
of the actual state of affairs a long the frontier, but i t is proper that 
the Genera l Government should have the entire contro l . 

I am, Genera l , 
V e r y respectful ly , 

Y o u r obedient servant, 
(Signed) J O H N T . S P R A G U E , 

Adjutant General. 

The four companies of the 65th and 74th regiments, were mustered 
out of the service, on N o v e m b e r 20th. T h e presence of a regular 
force at Buffalo , N i a g a r a and Oswego, and the m i l i t i a organizations 
at M a l o n c , C h a m p l a i n and P l a t t s b u r g , were considered sufficient for ' 
the present, i n g i v i n g protect ion to the frontier . 

T h e m a j o r i t y of the commissioners for the expenditure of the fund 
a p p r o p r i a t e d for the defence of the harbor of N e w Y o r k and front ier 
of the State, d i d not consider i t appl i cab le for that purpose, i n answer 
to the communicat ion addressed to them of October 26th. T h o u g h 
quiet is at present restored, much apprehension preva i l s . T h e inhabi ­
tants do not feel, secure i n the i r l ives , nor i n the safety of the i r pro­
p e r t y ! So accessible as the State is i n that quarter, and inhabi ted 
hj a wea l thy populat ion , there is every temptat ion to rob and to 
murder . T h e organizations i n Canada are formidable . Preparat ions 
w i l l del:; r these marauders and defeat the i r purposes. M o u n t e d 
men, suppor ted b y an in fantry force, are indispensable . T h e State:.: 
o f N e w Y o r k s h o u l d protect her o w n front ier , and the cit izens have 
a r i g h t to demand i t . T h e creation of a force recommended i n m y 
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communication of the 26th of October to the Commiss ioners , w o u l d 
do this effectually; independent of the security , i t w i l l be the means 
of prevent ing those i r r i t a t i n g questions of na t i ona l comi ty and law, 
wh i ch often lead to unfortunate and embarrass ing results . 

The progress w h i c h has been made d u r i n g the past year i n filling 
up the N a t i o n a l G u a r d , b o t h b y vo lunteer ing a n d b y draft , has been 
most satisfactory. M a n y of the o l d organizations have added to the i r 
strength b y the format ion of n e w companies i n vacant d is tr i c ts ; and 
several new organizations have also been perfected, m a k i n g the to ta l 
State force, b y the last inspect ion 45,910. T h i s force is d i v i d e d into 
regiments, battalions and batteries, as f o l l ows : 

108 regiments. 
2 battalions. 
5 batteries. 

The number of new organizations f o rmed d u r i n g the year is 23 
regiments, 2 battalions and 3 batteries. T h e number of new com­
panies created is 2351 

Books of tactics have been d i s t r ibuted to a l l organized regiments, 
and a new edit ion of the Genera l Regulat ions for the o-overnment o f 
the Nat iona l G u a r d has been issued, containing such modifications as 
were necessary to adapt them to the provis ions of the ex is t ing m i l i t i a 
law. 

D u r i n g the past summer the b i enn ia l enro l lment of the reserve 
m i l i t i a has been made, w h i c h shows the aggregate n u m b e r of persons 
l iable to m i l i t a r y duty b y the laws of the States, and not i n the N a ­
t ional Guard , ' t o be 314,308. B y the enro l lment d u r i n g the past 
year a correct enumeration of the persons l iab le to m i l i t a r y d u t y has 
been obtained, and thus enabled the f i l l i n g u p the N a t i o n a l G u a r d 
either to the m i n i m u m or m a x i m u m strength. A n o t h e r object of 
the enrol lment contemplated b y the m i l i t i a l a w was tc obta in the i n ­
formation necessary for impos ing the m i l i t a r y fine of one do l lar , 
under statute of A p r i l 23d, 1862, section 15. I t was not the inten­
t ion of the law that such fine shou ld be p a i d i n l i e u of m i l i t a r y ser­
vices wh i ch the c i t izen is requ i red to p e r f o r m to the State. T h e 
fine, i f col lected, as i t might and ought to be, the sum obtained-
thereby w o u l d go far towards de fray ing the expenses of the N a t i o n a l 
G u a r d organization. U n d e r the enro l lment of 1862, the number of 
persons subject to m i l i t a r y duty , deduct ing those exempted b y the 
statute, was 298,527. T h e L e g i s l a t u r e of 1863, however , remit ted the 
fine of one do l lar for non-attendance at the parade i n Sept . 1862, a n d 
also p r o v i d e d that the annual parade i n 1863 s h o u l d be dispensed 
w i t h . Thus , for two years, these fines have been lost to the State 
treasury, and a large number of persons w h o shou ld have per­
formed m i l i t a r y duty have been r e l i e v e d therefrom wi thout 
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b e i n g subjected to any pecuniary penalty . T h i s is manifest ly 
unjust towards those who do duty i n our State organizations, wh i l e 
i t deprives the treasury of a considerable sum w h i c h m i g h t be 
rea l i zed for the payment of m i l i t a r y expenses. I t m a y be urged 
that the p roper ty of the State should bear the burden of .such ex­
penses, as i n cases of r i o t or c i v i l commotion. Th i s , to a certain 
extent, is just and proper ; yet m i l i t a r y service is a personal duty 
w h i c h the c i t i zen owes the State for the execution of laws, the pro­
tect ion of l i fe and l i ber ty , as w e l l as proper ty , and whether r i c h or 
poor he shou ld not be re l i eved therefrom b y any subterfuge or del in­
quency on the part of pub l i c officers i n executing v igorous ly , and 
wi thout par t ia l i ty , the j u w i s i o n s of the law. T h e supervisors of 
some towns have dec l ined or postponed impos ing the tax of one dol ­
lar , under section 15, for non-appearance .at parades d u r i n g the past 
year, i n expectation that the Leg is la ture w i l l interpose i n behal f of 
the delinquents. I f such leniency is granted, i t w i l l be the means of 
destroy ing the basis upon w h i c h the m i l i t i a of the State depends for 
efficiency. 

F i v e thousand uniforms have been furnished d u r i n g the year to 
the N a t i o n a l G u a r d regiments. These are i n add i t i on to those issued 
to regiments whose uniforms have been w o r n out i n the. service of 
the U n i t e d States, under provisions made b y the L e g i s l a t u r e for that., 
purpose. 

A r m s and accoutrements have been furnished b y the C o m m i s s a r y 
Genera l , u p o n the orders of the Commander- in-Chief , to the extent of 
the l i m i t e d means i n hand, a f u l l statement of w h i c h w i l l be f ound 
i n the report of that officer. 

N o encampments of the N a t i o n a l G u a r d have been ordered d u r i n g 
the year past, for d r i l l and instruct ion, the State not h a v i n g the 
necessary camp equipage to give effect to the discret ion vested i n the 
Commander - in -Chie f to order camjjs of instruct ion. S u c h an assem­
blage of troops w i l l be of great benefit. 

T h e m i l i t a r y in format ion now diffused through the State b y dis­
charged officers and soldiers f r o m the general service, c o u l d be made 
•available, and a concurrence of action, as w e l l as personal association 
between officers and men, w o u l d be the means of h a r m o n i z i n g dis­
cordant feelings, g ive d i g n i t y and character to the profession, thus 
creat ing a high-toned sp i r i t of emulat ion for efficiency and sub­
ord inat ion . 

T h e number of commissions issued to officers of the N a t i o n a l 
G u a r d d u r i n g the year past, has been 1,865. There have been com­
miss ioned i n the volunteer service since A p r i l 15, 1861, to the pre­
sent t ime, 2,282 members of the N a t i o n a l G u a r d . 

F r o m observation a n d practice d u r i n g the past year, i n the various 
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demands made u p o n the m i l i t i a of the State for active service, I have 
no hesitation i n saying , that the m i l i t i a l a w of A p r i l 23d, 1862, 
requires but. s l ight , i f any, amendments i n order to effect its opera­
t ion . The system framed, i f p r o p e r l y encouraged b y the foster ing 
care of the Leg i s la ture , and enforced w i t h justness and promptness 
b y commanding officers, cannot f a i l to furnish the State w i t h an 
ample m i l i t a r y force, w e l l o rgan ized and instructed , sufficient for 
any emergency. 

. W i t h the draft ordered , to fill the N a t i o n a l G u a r d to its m i n i m u m 
standard, A u g u s t 18, 1864, there arose m a n y questions r e l a t i n g to 
the posit ion of its members. T h e most impor tant of w h i c h was, 
whether a drafted member of the N a t i o n a l G u a r d who had a substi ­
tute mustered into the service of the U n i t e d States, w o u l d be l iab le 
to serve i n a State organizat ion? E v e r y c i t izen capable of bear ing 
arms is bound to defend his fireside a n d the so i l o f his State, and so 
l o n g as he is present, the State c laims his services i n the m i l i t a r y 
organization to w h i c h he belongs. I n the event of his regiment, or 
company, be ing mustered into the service of the U n i t e d States, he 
is then exempt, as he has a representative i n the p u b l i c service, but 
u n t i l this is the case, he has no c laims to exempt ion . 

C A L L S A N D Q U O T A S . 

O n the 15th of A p r i l , 1861, the Pres ident issued his proc lamat ion , 
ca l l ing for seventy-live thousand (75,000) men to suppress the r e b e l l i o n . 

O n the 16th of A p r i l , the Leg i s la ture , then i n session, passed the 
act ent i t led, " A n act to authorize the e m b o d y i n g a n d equipment o f 
a volunteer m i l i t i a , and to prov ide for the p u b l i c defence." 

R e c r u i t i n g under the proc lamation a n d l a w i m m e d i a t e l y com­
menced, and in one week f r o m the passage of th is act, one h u n d r e d 
and fifty-five (155) companies were recru i ted , a n d orders for the i r 
inspection, w i t h a v iew to their acceptance into the service of the 
State, were issued. 

T h e quota of the State of N e w Y o r k under this c a l l for 75,000 
men, was o r i g i n a l l y fixed at 13,280, but b y an arrangement between 
the board of State Officers and the Secretary of W a r , th i r ty - e ight 
(38) regiments were sent to the field, amount ing i n the aggregate to 
30,950 officers and men. 

A f t e r the reverse at the first batt le o f B u l l R u n on the 22d o f 
J u l y , Congress passed a l a w a u t h o r i z i n g the P r e s i d e n t to c a l l out 
500,000 volunteers. O f this number , N e w Y o r k furn ished 97,601. 

O n J u l y 2d, 1862, a further c a l l was made for 300,000 men to 
serve for three years. T h i s c a l l was i n response to a communicat ion 
addressed to -the Pres ident b y the governors of M a i n e , V e r m o n t , 
Rhode Is land, Connecticut, N e w Y o r k , N e w Jersey , P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
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Delaware , M a r y l a n d , V i r g i n i a and M i c h i g a n , " that he w o u l d at once 
c a l l u p o n the several States for such numbers of m e n as i n his j u d g ­
ment m i g h t be necessary'to garr ison and h o l d a l l cities and positions 
that have been captured, a n d speedi ly put an end to the rebe l l i on 
ex i s t ing i n the southern States." 

T h e quota of the State was set down at 59,705. 
O n the 9th of A u g u s t there was a further c a l l for 300,000 men, to 

serve for nine months. T h e quota of N e w Y o r k for this c a l l was also 
59,705. R e c r u i t i n g was immediate ly commenced to s u p p l y the quota 
of the State under both calls , on the p l a n l a i d d o w n b y m y prede­
cessor, i n general orders N o . 52, of establ ishing reg imenta l camps 
throughout the State, the formation of m i l i t a r y committees i n each 
senatorial district , and the bounties offered b y G o v e r n o r M o r g a n i n 
his proc lamat ion of J u l y 17th, 1862. The p r o p o r t i o n this State was 
ca l l ed upon to raise, was i n the f ie ld before the end of the year . The 
to ta l number furnished i n 1862, amounted to 71,483. 

U n d e r the draft ordered i n J u l y 1863, and the c a l l o f the P r e s i ­
dent for 300,000 m e n , of October 17th, of the same year , N e w Y o r k 
sent to the h e l d 46,365 men. T h e quota under this c a l l was consi­
dered excessive, and, upon the appl i cat ion of Y o u r E x c e l l e n c y , the 
Secretary of W a r appo inted a commission, consist ing of W i l l i a m F . 
A l l e n , of N e w Y o r k , J o h n L o v e , of Indiana , and Chauncey S m i t h , of 
Massachusetts, to examine into and repor t as to the correctness of 
the quota assigned to this State. T h e i r report , w h i c h was a p p r o v e d 
b y the Pres ident , f ixed the quota at 52,863, a reduct i ou of 7,515 on 
the quota under this ca l l , as i t was at first assigned. 

T h e calls of 1863, were merged into those of F e b r u a r y 1st, 1864, 
for 500,000 men, and M a r c h 14th, 1864. for 200,000 men, and credi ted 
on the quotas under these cal ls , and on the 1st o f - J u l y 1864, there 
was a surplus over a l l calls, to the credit of the State, on the books 
of the P r o v o s t M a r s h a l Genera l , of 5,251. 

O n J u l y 18th 1864, the Pres ident made a further c a l l for 500,000 
men. The p r o p o r t i o n to be supp l i ed b y this State was 89,318. Th is 
quota has been f i l l ed , a n d on the 1st of December, there remained an 
excess of 5,301, over a l l calls up to that date. 

T h e act of Congress, of F e b r u a r y , 1864 ,—amending the E n r o l l m e n t 
A c t — p r o v i d e d that a l l enlistments i n the navy, f r o m the b r e a k i n g 
out of the rebe l l i on to the date of the passage of the act, s h o u l d be 
counted on the ' quotas of the several States. A commission was 
appo inted to determine how many this State was ent i t l ed to. The 
commissioners repor ted that*27,746 had been enl isted i n this State, 
a n d that number was cred i ted on the c a l l of J u l y 18th, 1864, for 
500,000 men. O f these navy credits 18,948 were a l l o w e d the city 
o f N e w Y o r k ; 6,046 to B r o o k l y n ; and the remainder to the other 
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portions of the State. I n a d d i t i o n to this number , the C i t y o f N e w 
Y o r k had been cred i ted on this c a l l w i t h 529 m e n enl i s ted i n the 
navy, f r om F e b r u a r y 25th, to A p r i l 6th, w h i c h h a d not been p r e v i ­
ously a l lowed. 

T h e total number of m e n c red i t ed to the State b y the W a r D e p a r t ­
ment i n 1864, is 156,436. 

The tota l number sent f r o m the State since A p r i l 15th 1861, 
i n c l u d i n g navy recruits , and exc lusive of m i l i t i a , is as f o l l ows : 

I n the year 1861 128,551 
" 1862 71,363 
" 1863 46,280 
" 1864 156,436 

402,630 
A d d m i l i t i a for short t e r m of service on 

extraord inary cal ls for w h i c h no 
c red i t is a l l o w e d b y the G e n e r a l 
G o v e r n m e n t : 

I n the year 1861 7,334 
" 1862 8,588 
" 1863 _ 13,971 
" 1864 5,178 

. 35,071 

T o t a l 437,701 

C O N C L U S I O N " . 

I n the details g iven of the troops sent into the service of the 
U n i t e d States, consisting of volunteers a n d draf ted men, since A p r i l 
15th, 1861, to the present per i od , there is , unavo idab ly , a r epe t i t i on 
of much information, w h i c h has a l ready been g i v e n to the p u b l i c ; 
but i t has been m y desire to arrange this i n a condensed a n d p r o p e r 
manner, i n order that a record m a y be preserved, w i t h o u t over look­
i n g the vast accumulation of papers i n th is D e p a r t m e n t u p o n the 
subject. I t shows a h i g h l y patr io t i c devot ion to the State a n d to the 
cause of a common country. I t w i l l be seen that 437,701 m e n have 
been sent to the field armed and equipped, commenc ing A p r i l 15th, 
1861, and ending December 31st, 1864. T h e State has rece ived 
credit dur ing the past year for 156,436 men. T h e r e has been sent 
to the field d u r i n g the years 1863 and 1864, under the immediate 
supervision of this Department , 56,490 men. 29,843 commissions 
have been issued d u r i n g the first p e r i o d ment ioned ; 7,206 commis­
sions were issued d u r i n g the year 1863, and 8,367 d u r i n g the year 
1864, m a k i n g a t o ta l d u r i n g y o u r E x c e l l e n c y ' s admin is t rat ion of 
15,573. Forty- f ive officers, commanders of regiments , have fa l l en i n 
battle since J a n u a r y 1st, 1864. (See append ix I X . ) 

The State s h o u l d i n some w a y or other, i n her l eg i s la t ive capacity , 
[Assem. N o . 22.] 3 
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acknowledge, as w e l l as r eward , these patr io t i c officers and soldiers. 
I t cannot i n any more appropr iate and acceptable manner do this 
than b y m a k i n g l i b e r a l appropr iat ions for the r e l i e f o f destitute 
famil ies , as w e l l as for the s ick arid wounded. T h e sympathies of 
our cit izens are constantly awakened b y the appeals o f w i d o w s and 
orphans begg ing the ir bread i n the streets f r o m day to day, whi le 
the c r i p p l e d so ld ier l i m p s f rom door to door ask ing shelter and food. 
J u d i c i o u s leg is lat ive action can distr ibute the bounty of the State in 
such a manner as to g ive permanent re l i e f to these suppl iants , who 
have s t rong claims u p o n our sympathies and our l i b e r a l i t y . The 
sooner the necessities of this war are met b y ample prov i s i on for 
this class, w i t h more confidence can we l o o k to the success of our 
armies i n the field, and a final so lut ion of the difficult questions 
before us. Bounties and miscellaneous charities aggravate the bur­
dens of the conflict. A settled and w e l l established system can 
alone mit igate the tr ia ls and responsibi l i t ies inc ident to this great 
c i v i l conflict. The drafted soldier , as w e l l as the volunteer, w i l l then 
per f o rm his duty w i t h a lacr i ty , f ee l ing that whatever may be his fate 
i n the struggle for nat ional existence, ample p rov i s i on w i l l be made 
for those he has left behind . 

A n o t h e r feature i n this service is promotion. N o a r m y can be 
efficient wi thout rewards, and the great incentive to a so ldier is in 
the assurance of attainment of rank. I n the issuing of commissions 
senior i ty has been adhered to as a general ru le , and w h e n departed 
f r o m i t has been for good causes, after d i l igent i n q u i r y and investi­
gat ion. M i l i t a r y service has been the basis u p o n w h i c h commissions 
have been predicated, and though a j u n i o r has i n some instances 
been promoted over his senior, i t is se ldom that a cause of complaint 
has arisen, as no class of men have so correct an apprec iat ion of each 
others merits as the solder i n the field. P o l i t i c a l part isanship is 
soon lost s ight of among men who are s t rugg l ing i n the face of death ; 
for the ir country ; and a corresponding sentiment shou ld prevai l , 1 

as w e l l as be cherished among those who are to sit i n judgment upon ; 
the ir acts. | 

I t has been m y endeavor to collect and arrange the records of this \ 
department i n such a manner as to preserve i n a p r o p e r and concise \ 
form*'the-history of these officers and soldiers. A t some future t ime, ; 
when the nat ion rewards its defenders i n the w a y of pensions and \ 
other gratuit ies , the files of the office w i l l secure to the w i d o w and ; 

to the orphan a competence ver i f ied b y test imony i n the archives of \ 
the State. T h e w o r k is i n progress, and only requires the encourage­
ment of the L e g i s l a t u r e to perfect i t i n a most satisfactory manner. \ 

I w o u l d again urge the necessity of equipping and u n i f o r m i n g the 
m i l i t i a of the State. T h e situation of our country, and the defence-
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less condit ion of the frontier , demand i t . T h e subject has been so 
often referred to b y y o u r E x c e l l e n c y , i t is unnecessary for me to 
repeat the reasons or to represent the necessity, as experience f r o m 
day t o day confirms the w i s d o m a n d forecast of y o u r suggestions. 

I n the absence of a State m i l i t a r y school the elements of m i l i t a r y 
instruction should be in t roduced into our colleges and common schools. 
The arms of the State m i g h t be loaned to these inst itutions, bonds be 
g iven for their security, f r om w h i c h they c o u l d be taken at any t ime 
to meet the pub l i c wants—the y o u n g m e n o f th is State soon become 
a pavt of the reserve m i l i t i a , and m a n y w o u l d aspire to become m e m ­
bers o f the N a t i o n a l G u a r d i f proper incentives were presented i n the 

w a y o f equipment and disc ipl ine . I t is better to have such a number 
gu ided b y the courtesies and d ic ip l ine of m i l i t a r y instruct ion , however 
l imi ted , than congregated i n crowds at the annual parades an undis­
c ip l ined and ungovernable assemblage. O u r y o u t h shou ld be taught 
that the musket is more than a h o l i d a y toy . Its p r o p e r use is the 
representative O f an inte l l igent , free and en l ightened power . I t snp-
ports the Const i tut ion of our country , g ives secur i ty to p r o p e r t y and 
homes, and maintains the d i g n i t y of the State. 

The details of this Department have been compl i ca ted and labor i ­
ous, and i n the discharge of the var i ed duties i t has r equ i red i n d u s t r y 
and intell igence. I have at a l l t imes been a ided b y officers detai led 
f rom the Nat iona l G u a r d , and b y a sufficient n u m b e r of c lerks to 
ensure the prompt dispatch of business, and the' accurate comple t i on 
i n recording papers. T h e w o r k is unremi t t ing , and i t has been done 
b y the officers and c lerks employed , w i t h fidelity. T h e p a y a l l o w e d 
i f not a fair and just equivalent for the duties imposed , a n d I w o u l d 
respectful ly recommend that an addi t ional compensation be a l l o w e d 
to the officers, c lerks and messengers, e m p l o y e d d u r i n g the past year , 
o f such an amount as w i l l be a proper remunerat ion for t h e i r services. 

M y intercourse w i t h the different departments connected w i t h this 
office, as w e l l as w i t h the commanders of the N e w Y o r k State N a -
t ional G u a r d , has been most satisfactory and agreeable. T h e har­
mony w h i c h has existed, the cheerful obedience to orders, the absence 
of a l l motives other than for the p u b l i c good, have ensured efficiency 
and success. 

Th is is m y c los ing report . I n thus t e r m i n a t i n g m y official inter­
course, I can but tender to y o u r E x c e l l e n c y m y acknowldgements 
for y<5ur uni form courtesy, to w h i c h I am indebted , as w e l l as the 
State and W a r Department , for any success w h i c h m a y have attended 
the execution of m y duties d u r i n g the past t w o years. To -morrow 
m y successor w i l l assume the duties of this Depar tment . 

Respect ful ly submitted. 
J O H N T . S P E A G U E , Adjutant General 





APPENDICES A C C O M P A N Y I N G THIS R E P O R T . 

V O L U M E I . 

A . Report of Division and Brigade Commanders and B r i ­

gade Inspectors. 

B. Abstract of Inspections for the year 1864. 

C. Roster of Officers of the National Guard. 

D. Recapitulation of the Military Forces of the State. 

E . List of the several Military Districts. 

F . List of Companies of the National Guard organized 
during the year 1864. 

G. List of Members of the National Guard commissioned in 
the United States service. 

H . Services of the National Guard during the year 1864. 

V O L U M E I I . 

I. Roster of Officers of New York State Volunteer Organ­
izations, as it stood December 1st, 1864. 

II. List of commissions issued during the year 1864. 

III. List of Regiments organizing in the State on the 1st 
day of January, 1864. 

IV . List of Regiments authorized to be raised in the State 
during the year 1864. 



38 A N N U A L R E P O R T O F T H E A D J U T A N T G E N E R A L . 

Y . Statement of Volunteer Troops organized under State 
authority during the year 1864. 

V I . List of Regiments of New York Volunteers and 
Synonyms. 

VII . List of Regiments mustered out at expiration of terms 
of service. 

VIII . Report of re-enlisted Veteran Volunteers. 

IX . List of Commanding Officers killed in service. 

X . Extract from Reports of Provost Marshals. 



( A . ) 

R E P O R T S O P D I V I S I O N A N D B R I G A D E C O M M A N D ­
E R S A N D B R I G A D E I N S P E C T O R S . 

R E P O R T O F M A J O R G E N E R A L C H A R L E S W . S A N D F O R D , 
C O M M A N D I N G F I R S T D I V I S I O N N A T I O N A L G U A R D O F 
T H E S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K . 

H E A D Q U A R T E R S 1ST D I V I S I O N N . G . S. N . Y . , ? 
N E W Y O R K , December 20, 1864. \ 

To B r i g . G e n . J . T . S P R A G U E , 

Adjutant General of the State of New York : 
G e n e r a l — D u r i n g the present year 1864, the F r s t D i v i s i o n has 

performed a large amount of duty . 
I n addi t ion to the usua l parades a n d d r i l l s , the recept ion of reg i ­

ments returned f r o m the war , and funera l honors to a great number 
of our gal lant sons who have fa l l en i n batt le i n defence of the U n i o n , 
this d iv is ion has again been ca l l ed u p o n to send regiments to the 
field, .mid to mainta in peace and order at home. 

O n the 26th of A p r i l last, pursuant to orders f r o m G e n e r a l H e a d ­
quarters, I detai led the Th i r ty - seventh Reg iment , C o l . O a k l e y , to 
report to M a j o r G e n e r a l D i x for t h i r t y days d u t y i n the harbor 
defences. 

O n the eleventh of M a y last, u p o n a requis i t i on f r o m C o m m i s s a r y 
General F a r r c l l , and a te legram f r o m the Commander- in -Chie f , a 
detachment of the E i g h t h Reg iment . C o l o n e l V a r i a n , was deta i led for 
guard duty at the State A r s e n a l , i n the seventh avenue, and cont inued 
on that service u n t i l the s i x t h day of J u n e last. 

O n the 29th of J u n e last , u p o n request of M a j o r G e n e r a l D i x , and 
pursuant to directions f r o m the Commander- in-Chie f , the S i x t y - n i n t h 
Reffiment, C o l o n e l B.agley, was d irected to r e p o r t for duty i n the 
harbor of N e w Y o r k , to M a j o r G e n e r a l D i x , for s i x t y days ; w h i c h 
per iod was afterwards extended, w i t h the assent of the regiment, to 
one hundred days. 
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O n the n i n t h of J u l y last, under a requis i t ion for 12,000 men from 
the P r e s i d e n t of the U n i t e d States u p o n the G o v e r n o r of the State 
of N e w Y o r k , for the defence of our nat ional capita l , and pursuant 
to orders f r o m the Commander- in-Chief , the f o l l o w i n g regiments of 
this d iv i s i on were detai led for duty, and directed to repor t to M a j o r 
G e n e r a l H a l l e c k at W a s h i n g t o n c i ty , v i z : 

T h e F o u r t h regiment, C o l o n e l T e l l e r . 
T h e S i x t h regiment, Co l one l M a s o n . 
The E l e v e n t h regiment, C o l o n e l Maidhoff . 
T h e E i g h t y - f o u r t h regiment, Co l one l C o l l i d i n g , 
T h e N i n e t y - t h i r d regiment, C o l o n e l Chambers . 
T h e N i n e t y - s i x t h regiment, C o l o n e l K r e h b e l l . 
T h e N i n e t y - n i n t h regiment , C o l o n e l O ' M a h o n y . 

O f these regiments the E i g h t y - f o u r t h , C o l o n e l C o l l i d i n g , and 
the N i n e t y - t h i r d , C o l o n e l Chambers, proceeded f o r t h w i t h to the field, 
and were on duty for 100 days i n M a r y l a n d and V i r g i n i a , w i t h credit 
to themselves and to the State. 

T h e E l e v e n t h regiment , Co l one l Maidhoff , refused to go, a l l eg ing 
that they were not l iab le to duty out of the State, and the departure 
of the other regiments was arrested b y orders f r o m the Commander-
in-Chief , i n consequence of differences w i t h the W a r Depar tment 
respect ing the l i a b i l i t y to the pending draft o f the members of these 
100 days regiments, d u r i n g the ir absence f r o m the State. 

C o l o n e l M a i d h o f f was arrested and t r i e d b y court mar t ia l for diso­
bedience of orders, and be ing found g u i l t y was sentenced to be 
cashiered and incapacitated for one year f r o m h o l d i n g any m i l i t a r y 
commission. 

T h i s sentence u p o n appea l to the Commander- in -Chie f was reversed, 
a n d C o l o n e l M a i d h o f f restored to duty ; the Commander- in -Chie f at 
the same t ime censuring the Co l one l and the officers and soldiers of 
the 11th reg iment for the want of zeal and a lacr i ty i n the discharge 
o f the ir duty . < 

O n the second clay of A u g u s t last, pursuant to te legraphic orders ' 
f r o m G e n e r a l Headquarters , the 77th regiment, C o l o n e l L y n c h , and 
the 99th regiment, C o l o n e l O ' M a h o n y , were d irected to report to 
M a j o r Genera l D i x for immediate service at E l m i r a . 

These regiments departed wi thout an hour's delay, and per formed 
efficient and arduous service for one h u n d r e d days at the depot of 
r e b e l pr isoners at E l m i r a . 

O n the 8 t h of A u g u s t last, the 102d regiment, C o l o n e l W i l s e y , 
was also deta i led for duty for one h u n d r e d days at E l m i r a , and 
a l though b u t p a r t i a l l y organized when the order was issued, the 
greater part o f the regiment took the cars for E l m i r a on the 9 th o f 
A u g u s t , and the residue f o l l owed i n a few days. 
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The number of men f r o m these regiments mustered into the service 
of t h e U n i t e d States for one h u n d r e d days, a n d who cont inued d u r i n g 
t h e whole period, amounted to 2,472, v i z : 
From the 69th reg iment _ 512 

84th do _ 674 
93d do 404 
77th do _ 223 
99th do ' 315 
I 0 2 d do 344 

2,472 

A l l these regiments rece ived w e l l m e r i t e d commendations f r o m 
the officers of the Genera l Government , under w h o m they served, for 
their zeal, efficiency a n d g o o d conduct w h i l s t i n the service of the 
U n i t e d States. 

T w o divis ion parades have t a k e n place d u r i n g this year . 
One on the 30 th day of M a r c h last, upon the occasion of the open-

of the M e t r o p o l i t a n F a i r , for the benefit o f the Sani tary Commiss ion , 
when the div is ion paraded upwards of 8,000 men, and the customary 
parade of the 4 t h of J u l y , i n ce lebrat ion of the anniversary of our 
independence. 

The reports of the annual br igade inspections, wdiich have a l ready 
been transmitted to y o u , show a g r a t i f y i n g increase i n the d iv i s i on , 
notwithstanding the large numbers who have entered the vo lunteer 
service as officers and soldiers of the G e n e r a l Government . 

A l l of w h i c h is respect fu l ly submitted . 
C H A S . W . S A N D F O R D , 

Major General. 

R E P O R T O F M A J O R G E N E R A L H . B . D U R Y E A , C O M M A N D ­
I N G S E C O N D D I V I S I O N , N A T I O N A L G U A R D , O F £ H E 
S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K . 

H E A D Q U A R T E R S S E C O N D D I V I S I O N , N . Y . S . M . , ? 
B R O O K L Y N , December 15th, l i 6 4 . . ) 

Br igad ier Genera l J O H N T . S P R A G U E , Adjutant General S.N.- Y: 
G e n e r a l — I have the honor to repor t that d u r i n g the ytar 1864 the 

annual d iv is ion meet ing of officers, for theoret i ca l instruction, was 
h e l d i n the c i ty of B r o o k l y n . 

A l s o , that i n J u n e and J u l y of this year, i n obedience to orders of 
the Commander-in-Chief , a reg iment f r o m this division, comprised o f 
detachments f rom the 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th regiments, N a t i o n a l 
Guards, under the command of C o l . B u r t i s , o f the 15th reg iment , 
performed d u t y i n the service of the U n i t e d Staffs as a g u a r d at F o r t 


