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REPORT.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, STATE OF NEW YORK; ]

Apjuraxt GENERAL'S OrFIoE,
ALpany, Dee. 81, 1866. )

To His lxcellency Reveeny E. Fexron,
Commander-in-Clief:

Sie: T have the honor to submit the report of the Adju-
tant General’s Department for the year ending December
31st, 1866.

Tee VOLUNTEER SERVICE.

Since the date of my last report, the remaining volun-

‘teer force of this State, in the service of the United States,

has been mustered out and discharged. The last remain-
ing command, namely, a company of the 2Ist New York
Cavalry, was mustered out and discharged at Denver City,
Colorado, on the 81st of August last.

The work of securing a complete record of enlistments,
musters-in, musters-out and discharge of the volunteer
forces of this State, furnished to the war of the rebellion,
referred to in my last report, has been very nearly com-
pleted. The copying and printing of muster-in rolls of

-volunteers, commenced in 1863, has been continued with

a view to a full and perfect completion of the work, which
will doubtless be accomplished within the next annual
period. Volume VI.will soon be ready for the press.
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The importance of collecting, collating and perfecting the

records of our volunteers, cannot be over-rated.

TrE NartoNaL GUARD.

During the past year a decided improvement in the drill,
discipline, and government of the National Guard has
been manifested. At no former period in the history of
the Militia of the State has the standard of efficiency and
military merit ever approached the present period. Espe-
cially 1s this estimate true of the organizations within the
limits of the cities and villages of the State, where the
men are more easily and oftener assembled. It is the
rule, excepting in the more rural and sparsely setiled
localities, to have regular company drills, and meetings
for the instruction of officers, one evening in each week,
between the first of November and the first of May.
Without regular and frequent meetings for drill and
instruction, little can be expected in the way of military
attainments. The course of instruction prescribed in
general orders has been carefully pursued by all the com-
mands which have attempted to conform to a course of
lessons, and the inspection returns justify the opinion that
very much has been accomplished by the general observ-
ance of the orders on the subject. Necessarily, the duties
reguired {o be performed by officers and men, to enable
them to attain to a respectable military standing, compel
them to give much time to the service; to say nothing of
the personal expenses incurred, for which no compensa-
tion is allowed, other than what results to the common
good, and the appreciation of their military character and

standing. Pelitically, all military organizations must be
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non-partisan; socially, they ought to—and in most cases
do—result in posifive good and advantage to the membher-
ship; but these benefits can hardly be estimated to be
equal to the personal sacrifices of time and expense
involved. That military organization is necessary, and &
proper subject of general emcouragement, as one of the
elements of good government upon which largely depends
the safety and protection of the State against invasion,
insurrection and disorder, is not to be questioned. More-
over, the State is under binding obligations by Congres-
sional enactment, to organize its territory into division,
brigade and regimental districts, and enroll, organize and
arm the body of its Militia within such districts, creating
and maintaining appropriate stafl departments. The obli-
gation, therefore, is mutual between the State and ihe
arms-bearing ecitizen. While the one owes service, the
other is bound to the faithful and continued observance of
its obligation to provide the necessary armament and
equipment, without which military organization is impos-
sible.

These suggestions are preliminary to urging upon the
attention of the Legislature the justice and necessity of
granting a liberal support to the National Guard organiza-
tions. The results so far attained under the Law of 1862,
for providing for the National Guard, ought io be regarded
as satisfactory evidence, that with a proper administration
of the Military Staff Departments, and an encouraging
support by the Legislature, our general system of organi-
zation and military instruction, will ensure as perfect and

creditable a militia force as a condition of peace will allow.
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During the current year, hut few new organizations
have been authorized, for two substantial reasons. Iirst,
the maximum force allowed in time of peace, as fixed by
the last Legislature, was already reached. Secend, no
adequate provision for uniforming, arming and equipping
the already organized force, has been granted. In this
conpection, I respectfully invite attention to the manifest
oversight of the Legislature in fixing the limit of organi-
zation to fifty thousand (56,000) men in time of peace, and
by the same enactment, providing for increasing the rank
and file from thirty-two (32) to sixty-four (64) men as a
minimum for company organization; especially, as the
maximum force allowed was then already organized. In
order, therefore, {o execute the law, or to entitle the then
existing Or-ga,ni'za-tions to the provisions therein made for
their support, involved disregard of the law in one part,
to be enabled to ohserve it in ancther; or the disband-
ment of one-third to one-half of the€ existing organizations,
and recruiting the remainder up to the new fixed minimum
of sixty-four (64) men. I feel no hesitation or delicacy in
pronouncing upon the propriety of this legislation. Out-
side of the cities and larger villages, a company organiza-
tion of sixty-four (64) men would, in most cases, double
the extent of the Company Districts, and in order to a
company meeting at any given point, would compel a con-
siderable number of the men to travel from five to fifteen
miles to reach the point of rendezvous, while & Regimental
Parade would double the distance of travel. Again, this
large number for company organization is quite unneces-

sary, and invades the whole system of the peace standard.




ADJUTANT GENERAL. G

Under the law of Congress and the laws of the State, each
Regimental District is entitled to its organization; its
arms-bhearing citizens not members of the organized force
are taxed for its support; and each district is entitled to
all resulting benefits. Of the one hundred regimental
organizations at present existing, not so many as twenty of
them have in reality a maximum force of sixty-four (64)
men, rank and file, to a company, and such of them (con-
fined to the cities) as have this number, the membership
is nominal, above five hundred (500) to six hundred (600)
men. Enforcing this law within the current period would
deprive more than sixty, if not more than seventy-five of
them, of their annual regiment:ﬂ fund, would authorize
the boards of supervisors to deprive them of their armo-
ries, would refuse to them certificates of organization, and
the membership of their privileges and exemptions. By
every consideration affecting the interests and integrity of
the existing military organizations, I respectfully urge the
repeal of the enaciment referred to.

The following is a summary of the existing National
Guard organizations, viz:

104 regiments of infantry.
3 regiments of cavalry.

1 regiment of artillery.

108

1 battlion of infantry.
2 battalions of aftillery
3 batteries of artillery.
1 hattalion of cavalry.
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1 independent hattery.
2 howitzer batteries.
1 squadron of cavalry.

Of these, several will be disbanded and econsolidated.
Hailing to receive the recommendation of the Inspector-
General in the premises, the order therefore will necessa-
rily be deferred for the action of my successor.

The board of officers organized by Special Orders No.
522, October 10th, and convened at the State arsenal, New
York eity, by Spectal Orders No. 361, current series on
the 18th of December, inst., to test and examine such
inventions and improvements in breech-loading arms, and
especially, such as might be adapted to the alterations of
the Springtield and Enfield rifles into breech-loaders, met
at the time and place appointed, continuing its session
down to and including the 24th inst., and agreed on a
report which Lag been duly made to your Excellency, with

certain recommendations for alterations of the guns now

in use by the National Guard. The different inventions .

and improvements examined and tested, are specially
enumerated in the report to which reference is respectfully

made.

Tar ResErvE MILITIA.

The number of arms-bearing citizens liable to military
duty, designated the Reserve Militia, approximates to three
hundred and fifty thousand (350,000) men, as shown by
the last biennial enrollment; estimating a few of the more
rural regimental districts, where the orders for executing
the enrollment were not carried out.

The enrollment made during the past summer, is the
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third one which has been attempted since the enactment
of the Militia law in 1862. The object of the periodical
enrollment ig three-fold : First, to ascertain who are liable
to military duty, and who entitled to exemption there-
from. Second, to furnish enrollment lists from which to
draft persons into the State service as emergencies may
require. 7T7ird, by the imposition of fines levied and col-
lected as a military tax, to aid in the support of the
organized force of the National Guard.

Under the enrollments of 1862 and 1864, no fine or tax
was ever levied or collected, and it remains to be seen
whether the last enrollment will, in that respect, be any
more productive of benefit, In the light of two years’
official experience, I venture the opinion, that as the law
now stands, no substantial benefit ever will ke derived
from its attempted enforcement, owing to the necessarily
heavy expense attending its execution, and the difficulty
of securing such a literal compliance vith the legal pro-
vigions reépecting the time and manner of its performance
as will stand the test of legal criticism. In other words,
the law is complicated and difficult, if not impassible of
execution, and the system a practical failure, so far as the
deriving of any benefit from it is concerned. While I
shall not, in this connection, make any distinct recom-
mendation for a change of the law on the subject, I may
properly, I think, invite attention to it, with a view to a
change, and in general terms suggest, that in the interest
of a better economy, and that of the National Guard, the
law should be greatly simplified in order to make it prac-
tically easy of execution, greatly lessen the expense, and
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by devoting the avails of fines and taxes to the direct and
tmmediate benefit of the organized commands, without
further or other appropriation. These objects can be
attained by taking the present enrollment as a basis and
making such additions and corrections from peried to
period as may be required, without the expense and for-
mality of making an entirely new enrollment at every
biennial period. All expenses incurred in its execution
should be paid out of the fines and taxes collected, and
the balance go to the credit of the regimental fund in the
distriet where collected. The territory embraced in the
first and second divisions should be a Metropolitan dis-
trict, with some additional provisions for a board of enroll-
ment ; the expenses of which should also be paid out of
the moneys collected.

Upon these general propositions as a basis, a law can be
framed that will save the taxpayers thousands of dollars,
yearly ; and without any other provision by way of annual
appropriations for uniforms, and the payment of the annual
regimental fund of five hundred dollars, secure to each
command a larger annual fund for purchasing uniforms
and paying expenses than has ever yet been realized out
of any legislative provision heretofore made for them.

The accompanying abstract will sufficiently indicate the
several subjects comprised in the rosters, returns and

reports hereto annexed.

_ Corcrusion.
In conclusion, I take pleasure in acknowledging the
uniform ability, industry and courtesy with which I have
been supported in my labors in the Department, by my
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assistants and employees, throughout the period of my
administration. To Celonel J. B. Stonehouse, my assist-
ant; to Colonels Gilbert, Baker and Bentley, acting
assistants; and my chief clerk, Major Alfred H. Taylor, I
am largely indebted for whatever of credit may be accorded
to me in my connection with the Department and the ad-
ministration of its affairs.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
1 have the honor to be,

Your Excellency’s obedient servant,

WM. IRVINE,
Adjutant General,
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REPORTS OF DIVISION AND BRIGADE COM-
MANDERS AND BRIGADE INSPECTORS.

REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL LLOYD ASPINWALL,
COMMANDING FIRST DIVISION NATIONAL GUARD,

HeapquarTers 1st Divistoxy N. G 8. N. Y., ¢ -
New Yorr, December 31st, 1866.

Brig. Gen. Witrra Irving,
Adjutant Geneval of the Siate of New Yovk:

General—In submitting the following brief and imperfeet report
of this division for the past year, I would respectfully state that,
having assumed command, by seniority of rank, only within the
past ninety days, and, not having obtained such data from my
predecessor in command, as would enable me to complete a
satisfactory detailed report, I am compelled to refer you to the
reports of the commanders of the lst, 2d, 3d, 4th, and ecavalry
brigades.

The resignation of Colonel Hamilton, late division inspeetor,
has also deprived me of the assistance of that officer in making -
up my report. ;

The division has paraded three (8) times during the year 1866:
On the 4th of July; on the 20th of August, to receive the Presi-
dent of the United States, and on November 26th—Evacuation
day-—the annual fall parade of the division.

Of the parades of the 4th July and 29th August, I find no
returns or reports among the few documents I have received
from my predecessor in command. From the estimate of Acting
Division Inspector Major Wm. B. Burd, the number in line, on
the first occasion, may he stated at ninety-four hundred (9400)
men in aggregate, and, upon the latter cecasion, ab ninety-six
hundred (9600) men in aggregate.

[Assem. No. 242.] 2
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On the parade of the 26th November, the division was reviewed
by his Excellency the Commauder-in-Chief, and the aggregate
present was nine thousand nive hundred and ninety-one (9,991),
and was composed of twenty-four regiments of infantry, one regi-
ment of artillery as infantry, and {wo regiments of cavalry—
composing the whole of the 1st division—and one infantry regi-
ment, the 47th, of the 2d division. One battery of the lst artil-
lery was detached to fire the salutes (National and Governor) of
the day. I have to state that the parade was characterized by the
utmost promptitude, and that the strength, soldierly bearing,
discipline and punctuality of the regiments and hrigades afforded
gencral satisfaction and reflected credit upon the division,

The 2d brigade, Brig. Gen. Louis Burger, commanding; the 3d
brigade, Brig. Gen, Hall, commanding; the 4th brigade, Brig.
Gen, Aspinwall, commanding, and the Cavalry brigade, Brig.
Gen. Postley, commanding, were exercised in brigade evolutions,
at East New York, in the early part of the year. Of these drills,
those of the 2d, 4th and cavalry brigades were satisfuctory; that
of the 3d brigade, owing to the few movements atterapted, gave
but little opportnnity for judging, as to the proficiency of the
command in such cvolutions; the changes of front and the
advances in line were satisfactorily performed, and the regiments
themselves were well handled by their respective commanders,

From my general observation, the division has undoubtedly
made very considerable improvement during the past year; and,
with the better informed and more energetic officers, particularly
line officers, which are being placed In command, happy results
may be anticipated in the future. In this connection I would
respectfully, but strongly, nrge the assembling of the Examining
Board, in this city, early in the spring, for the examination of
officers of this and the 2d division. I am quite satisfied that the
defieiencies in ddrill and discipline, which exist in the National
Guard, are, in a great measure, attributable to the Incompetency
of the officers, The National Guard is composed—as a rule—of
men fully eapable of comprehending and practicing that which is
imparfed to them in an intelligihle manner; and to secnro the
drill and morale desired in the National Guard, no officer should be
permitted to retain his commission who is unable to pass a satis-
factory examination upon all points upon which he may be re-
turned to the hoard. :
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The annual returns in the Inspector General’s Department will
exhibif the numerical strength of the division, as compared with
the returng of 1865,

I am strongly of the opinion that the interests of the State and
counties would be advanced by the disbandment or consolidation
of such regiments in the National Guard, as continued to full
below the old minimum strength, and which show liitle or no
progress during the past year. So far as my observation and
experience teaches me, consolidation of commands leads to no
good results—and that dishandmentis the only practicable methed
of dissolving weak and lifeless organizations. Two commands,
devoid of internal, strength and vitality, do not obtain cither of
these requisites by being amalgamated; for, if either possessed
the qualities to build up and sustain a proper organizafion, the
necessity for consolidation would not exist,

I would respectfully urge upon you the advantage which would
be obtained by the arming of a certain number of the regiments
of this division with a breach-loading rifle, either upon the plan
of one regiment in each infantry brigade, or of four or fve
selected regiments, and they to be organized into a rifle brigade.
Should the State be in a position to arm the whole division with
a breach-loading rifle, the gain would be still greater; but, should
such not be the case, I trust that some such plan as suggested
above, may be immediately adopted. Certain modifications to the
existing military code are, in my opinion, requisite and most
desirable, as regards this, and I doubt not other divisions. The
requirements upon the men of the Natioral Guard ave many, and
the laws, enforcing them, striect and unrelenting; and, without
adveeating any moderation in these respects, T am an advocate
of giving the men a tangible equivalent for the deties performed
and the time and money spent. I trust that the next assembling
of the military convention will he so attended by officers from
this division, as will insure the attention and respect of our legis-
Iators, and that such recommendations as may be made will he
carefully and intelligently considered.

Many of the regiments of the division have been well and
liberally provided with armories, and in thess the arms and other
State property is safe and well cared for; but in many instances
better quarters are required; I propose next year, and at an carly
date, to make a special report in this respect.
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I desire, before closing, to state to you the faithful manner in
which the oificers attached to the stadl’ of this division have per-
formed their duties since my assumption of command,

I am, General, respectfuily,
Your obedient servant,
LLOYD ASPINWALL,

Drigadier General Commanddng.

BEPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL I B. DURYEA, COMMAND.
ING SECOND DIVISION NATIONAL GUARD.

HeapguarTzrs 20 Diviston N. G. S. N. Y.,
Broorvuyn, December 30, 1865.

Brig. Gen. WrLriam Inving, Adjt. Gen. State of New York:

General—The undersigned has the honor te report, that the
usual division meeting of oificers of the second division, agreeahly
to the regnlations, was held in Brooklyn in July last, and that after
considering and examining the annual course of instruetion in its
application to the schools of brigade and division, it was resolved
to have o division parade for practice, at the new parade ground
in Kings eounty, provided the Siate would fornish transportation
and subsistence for the brigades oui of Kings county. It being
found upon consultation with the State officers, that this expense
could not be incurred by the State for want of funds, the contem-
plated parade by division was abandoned, and the seventh brigade,
Gen. James Eyder, paraded by brigade at White Plains, West-
chester county, in October, and in the same month the sixth brigade,
General Hamilton, paraded for three consecutive days in Queens
county, and the twenty-second hrigade, Gen. W. R. Brown, paraded
by regiment, also in October.

At these parades the course of instruction for the year was
practiced, and such course has also been practiced, in the 5th and
11th brigades. Many of the regiments are in an excellent state
of discipline, well equipped and with superior officers. Tt is
Loped that by careful attention during the coming year, all the
regiments in this division will be advanced in instruction and eff-
ciency, so as to come up to the proper standard.

The usual fourth of July parade in the city of Brooklys, was
cdispensed with, as an appropriate and merited tribute of respect
to the memory of Licutenant General Winfield Scott, then lately
deceascd.
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I attended, with members of my staff, at the continmzous parade
or encampment of the sixth brigade; and I was also present, with
my stafl, at a parade ordered by me, of the fifth and eleventh
brigades, in the city of Brooklyn, on the 25th day of Qctober Inst,
or. the oceasion of the presentation by the city of Brooklyn of
honorary medals to the voluntecrs of the war, from Kings county.
This was an event of muech interest, and His Ixcellency the Cowm-
mander-in-Chief, and his staff, honored us with their attendance,
The Governor reviewed the volunteers, in number about fonr
thousand, and commanded by Generzl Roberis. The fifth and
eleventh brigades were also to have been reviewed by His Excel-
lency at the close of the ceremonies of presentation; but this
was prevented by the necessary departure of His Excellency be-
fore that period.

I am, sir, with great respect,
Your obedient scrvant,
II. B. DURYEA,
Mejor General Commanding 2d Division N . 8. V. ¥.

REPORT OF MAJOR GENERAL S. 8. BURNSIDE., COM-
MANDING FIFTH DIVISION NATIONAIL GUARD.
HrapqQuartERs b1 Diviston N, G. S. N, Y., %
Oxeonta, December 8, 1566,
Brig. Gen. Wi Invivg, Adjulant General State of New Forl: .

General—In submitting my veport for the present year, I deem
it a duty not only to give a succinet history of the military proceed-
ings of the division, but also to point out the defects of cur system,
proved by ifs practical operations. That one object in requiring
reports from commanding officers was to inform the Departmens
of the practical working of the system, and such suggestions us
would in the opinion of ofiicers remedy the defects.

Convineed that no militia organization can he eificient and
reliable without proper diseipline, T have endeavoered to enforce
the salutary rules of discipline and subordination. In doing =o I
have necessarily ineuarred the displeasure of those who were sul-
ject to the same, but while I have discharged the duties of the
commandant of this division, the rules governing the Militia forces
have been enforced without fear or fuvor.

To the credit of the officers of the division, but few cases have
occured calling for courts-martial, to deal with delinquent officers.
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Two important trials were bad in the 108th regiment and 13th
brigade, during the past year. The commandant of the regiment
was cashired and fined, and also the surgeon of the said regiment.
The charges were of a grave and serious character, involving the
reputation of these officers and the interest of the regiment, and
could not be tolerated without doing great injustice to the 108th
regiment, and the service generally.

The 108th regimeni has been very fortunate in selecting for
colonel, a gentleman of expericnee, of high standing as a citizen
and soldier. Colonel Ferguson has seen service, as a captain of
the National Guard, and as colonel of the 152d regiment of N. Y.
. Volunteers, and with the excellent material in ‘the county of
Schoharie, no doubt exists but what in a brief period, the regi-
ment will take its place as one of the best regiments in the divi-
sion, :

The armual meeting of the officers of the division for-theoretical
instruction In the evolutions of the line, was held on the 27th and
28th days of June last, at Schobarie Court House. At said meet-
ing a system of tactics, in accordance with the United States system,
was ndopted;, and the system made uniform throughout the
division, snd the course of ipstruction prescribed by the com-
mander-in-chief exemplified and demonstrated. The duties of the
officers in making the enrollment were fully discussed, and its
importance impressed upon the commandants of regiments.

Althongh these snnual meetings of the officers are expensive,
the officers of this division have cheerfully attended, and have pro-
duced a uniformity of action, inspired a laudable zivalry, and
much usefu] information is imparted by a friendly interchange of
views, and especially with the new and inexperienced officers.

¥ am informed that a very thorough, fair and impartial eproil-
ment was made, of the reserved Militia, in every company district,
and that the absentees on the first Monday of September were
properly returned to the supervisors. It is a source of congratu-
lation, not only to the Militia, but to the taxpayers at large, that
the civil authorities have cheerfully performed their duties in allov-
ing the amounts for regimental and company armories, and have
made cuf their warrants fo collect the fires of the reserved Militia.
This i3 a new idea with these officers, and speaks well for their
intelligence and a desire to carry out the law of the State. The
result will bo a large addition to the military fund of the several
regiments.
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There having been no encampments in the division for several
years, I was very anxious+to try the system, and your Department
very generously granted me_an order for all the tents and camp
equipage at your disposal, which was only enough to encamp two
regiments ab a time.

The 27th and 100th regiments, in the 18th brigade, encamped
at Delhi, Delaware county, by the order of Brig. Gen. Danforth,
commanding, commencing on the 10th of September, for six con-
secutive days. Although the weather was somewhat inclement, it
was 8 decided suceess. Gen. Danforth and staff encamped with
the troops, and conducted the encampment in an officer-like man-
ner.

Col. Oliver, commanding the 27th regiment, and his officers,
entered their tents at the commencement and did not leave the
camp until its close. By theilr example, the officers and soldiers
of the 27th regiment behaved like veterans, and good order pre-
vailed. The ofiicers and soldiers of the 100th regiment likewise
behaved well and rendered good service.

Ivisited the encampment, accempanied by my stafl, and remained

“with the troops, and on Friday reviewed the regiments. It rained
a heavy shower, still every officer and private present remained in
his place and did dufy in a soldier-like manner,

The 39th and 41st regiments, 17th brigade, were encamped by
my order, by and with the consent of the Commander-in-Chief, at
Oneonta, Otsego county; commencing on the 17th of September,
to contitme for six consecutive days. The regiments assembled in
good numbers, and on Tuesday we numbered 1,100 men. A storm
commenced on Monday evening and continued, with but slight
intervals until Saterday morning. Notwithstanding this embar-
rassment, officers and soldiers vied with each other in the prompt
diseharge of their duties; and the guard mounting and the duties '
of the sentinel were well performed, and good order was main-
tained in camp without any punishment, except in one case, for
theft.

Colenels Hubbard and Duanbar discharged their duties with
commendable promptress and ability.

On Tuesday we were visited by Inspector General Batcheller,
who made a minute inspection of the encampment, and witnessed
the evolutions of the regiments; and on Wednesday reviewed the
regiments, and expressed himself highly gratified with the manner
in which it was conducted, and the discipline of the troops.
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The Inspector (emeral was received with the honors due his
rank, and was highly applauded by the troops. His gentlemanly
and officer-like conduct won for him the esteem of both soldiers
and citizens.

On Thursday, amidst a terriflic storm of rain, His Excellency
Governor Fenton and staff arrived, and were escorted by a detach-
ment of the 39th regiment, commanded by Col. Pelrie, division
engineer, 1o his quarters. When the rain had somewhat abated,
the Governor and staff were escorted to the encampment, whers
he was received with the honors due his exalted rank. His Excel-
lency and stafl, the commandant of the division and staff, reviewed
the regiments. The rain again commenced; the troops were
massed on the right, when the commander-in-chief, in a short and
impressive address, gave them every encouragement, expressoed
himself satisfied with their appearance and explained to them why
they were not fully uniformed, which refuted the false statements
that the officers were to blame because the regiments were not
fully uniformed and paid. The address of the Governor was
patriotic, and showed him to be the true friend of our militia sys-
tem.

The next encampment was held by order of Gen. Brown, at
Ballston Spa; the 29th regiment, commanded by Col. C. T. Peek.

I regretied exceedingly that I was unable to attend said encamp-
ment, having to attend our circait court, then in session in our
county. I am informed that the encampiment was well conducted,
and the regiment was reviewed by the Governor and his staff.

I cannot too esrnestly entreat your Department to urge upon
the Legislature the importance of providing tents and camp equip-
age for exch regiment that is fully organized and equipped, to be
kept at their armories. It would save the cost of trangportation,
and the damage done the same. It would encourage the regi-
mental officers to renewed exertions,

Allow me to point ont a practical defeet in our State system,
which must be speedily remedied. The fine for non-attendande of
a member of the National Guard for six days is only six dollars,
when it is the same for one day at a regimental parade. At encamp-
ments, when the men have to travel some distance, there are many
who prefer to run the risk of the fine than to be at the expense of
attending; and the returns show that many more were absent this
year than last. There is too much Ieniency in the battalion conrts-
maxtial; too many are excused on frivelous pretences, and fines
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arc not imposed or collected. These conrts must be regularly
held; the fines imposed and colfected promptly, The law has
given the officers full power te collect these fines, and unless they
are collected a large decrease in our regiments will assuredly take
place.

The repeal of the Inw, In 1885, allowing exemptions, alze pre-
vents enlistments; and unless the memirers of the Natioual Guard
areallowed exemptions, or furnished with rations or sutficient cow-
pensation to remunerate them for their actual expenses, no new
enlistments can be obtained, and when the term of thess men
expire a resort to a draft will be necessary to fitl up the com-
panies, All experience has shown that the volunteer system is
decidedly the best, as the drafied men generally do duty reluct-
antly. The men who do duty cheerfully should be rewarded,
whilc those who neglect their duty should be compelled to com-
pensate those who perform it. The inadequacy of the appropria.
tion has not only embarrassed your department, it has also been a
source of much difficulty with the commandants of regiments; by
the distribution of 350 uniforms to regiments containing 800 men,
they have been embarrassed how to divide these uniforms to give
satisfaction. Some have given a few uniforms to each company.
This has created dissatisfaction in every company.

On application to me, I advised them to uniform the oldest
organized companies in their regiments, and especially where
those companies have onee, at their own expense, furnished their
own uniforms, and worn them out in the service. This has left
two or three companies in cach regiment ununiformed. But we
bave required no further duty of these companies than a rauster
and lnspection, vntil they procure their uniforms.

It is consistency and stability that gives character and efficiency
to any system, and particularly a military system; and this has
been the great desideratum for which the cofficers have for years
labored,

The sacrifices in time and money by the officers and privates of
the volunteer militia of this Siate have been incaleulably great,
and far exceeds the honuds of duty which the public can of right
claim from any one class of men.

A tax for the support of our common schools is justified on the
ground that edueation is the means of protection of life, liberty and
property. Thisis conceded; the inference is just and the argument
legitimate; but this protection is incidental and remote, while the
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protection afforded by the military organization is direet and
immediate.

The commandants of the 13th, 18th and 19th brigades reviewed
their brigades as required by law the present year. The officers
and soldiers of this division have generally performed their duty
with promptness, and their general geod conduct enrolls them as
worthy members of the National Guard of our great State.

To His Excelleney, the Commander-in-Chief and heads of depart-
ments, in behalf of the division, I tender our thanks for their uni-
form: kindness and courtesy, and their aid in fostering and encour-
aging us in our arduous labors, satisfied that every effort has been
put forth within the means at their command.

To my personal stall, where all have done their duty nobly, it
would seem invidious to diseriminate. But the labors of the
encampent have been chiefly performed by Col. Uebel, division
inspector, and ILdeut. Col. Wing, quartermaster. They have
labored incessantly to secure the State property entrusted to their
cave. '

Col. Uebel displayed good judgment in laying out the encamp-
ment, and Col. Wing exerted himself, with the aid of the regi-
mental quartermasters, to provide for the wants of the men,

The hospital department, under the direction of Col. Cooke,
assisted by Major’s Spencer and Root, was well conducted. But
one or two cases of siclness occurred during the ercampment, and
they were speedily restored.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

3. 8. BURNSIDE,
Major General.
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Inspection Return, as reported by the Brigade Inspeciors of the
13¢h, 17¢k, 18¢h, and 19tk Brigodes of the bth Division &, G.

of S. N XL
!Norl-colnmis~ I .
, |Commission’d: sio’d officers] & =
= oficers. | musicians & 3 | 2
g privates. E 1%
F¥UMBER OF BRIGADE. g ] ¥OE.
0 - = oW
. £ 2 . 3 i b B
SUE1E |8 g lzy
sl 21 218 | A | £ 1£2
. 5 & = & = @ | =
Thirteenth.
General and stall v i anvrnrrreansvrssgoarisafariiiiaianforacas]rrariitonaass 2
261 20 13 220 | 261 514
29 30 7 383 292 2
406 32 5 ne 103 458
*tL [ 15 H 233 59 310
1,904
Sevenfeenth. :
General and sERfF. vy venssr serrreasomaran]iorsinheensribrrirnanlravrerfoerneal voran 2
a8 23 10 360 141 407
39 31 5 370 201 697
41 3v 2 501 ] 178 T18
T ORI N RO R 1274
Battery of artillery.vaveiessivaiiian i 4 1 29 B3 a7
2,273
Eighteenth.
Ganeral and staff...oviienn P R P P P [ 7
2T 28 3 258 1 221 508
£3 28 10 248 272 559
100 | 2¢ 6 210 | 188 433
108) 25 g 206 ) 423 vi4
2,254
Nineteenth.
[ T o R o - - O Y i I D g
42 36 & 384 212 | 638
43 25 14 3067 2441 580
k] a2 i a8 262 | 658
163 32 8 289 125 452
105 22 g 199 113 342
2,670
Major General and staff.civaciiiniianianfinninafunan. TP N 9
Totel strength of $he divislon .. oovecifiiiis founs, e[ N 9,240

* The G4th is & new regiment, snd only four ¢ompanies are mustered in.
T The 8lat regiment had no uniforms, and was not ordered out,

I Laat year’s reports
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HArms and uniforms of non-commissioned officers, musicians and
' privates of the bth Division N. G. of 8. N. ¥.

NUMBER OF BRIGATE. No.of Reg’t.. No. of Men. | Uniferms. Arms,
18th L ... 26 481 288 289
29 675 483 529
40 421 302 376

64 § .292 174 190

1,869 | 1,247 | 1,384

Wth el 38 484 300 330
89 661 293 542
41 579 323 551
31 249 Lo
*Battery
Art. A. 32 .
2,135 916 | 1,423
18th (Lo 27 479 208 204
83 521 234 231
100 398 165 157
108 721 232 232

2,119 839 ; 824

A 42 a96 330 323
43 a50 234 239

76 620 327 az27

103 414 241 109

105 alz 182 148

2,492 | 1,814 | 1,147

Total in this Division..{..-. ... 8,615 | 4,316 | 4,778

l

* The Batiery A hog 11¢ cavalry sabres.
CHRISTIAN UEBEL,

Inspector of the 5tk Div. N. G. of S. M. 1.
Oxmonta, Dec. 18, 1868, '
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL PHILIP S. CROOKE,
COMMANDING FIFTH BRIGADE,

Hpanquantens 5t Bricape N. G, 1}
Brooxryn, November 30, 1866, §
To Adjutant General Wmnrram TrviNg :

General—I have the honor to report the 5th brigade N. G. in a
flourishing condition, and competent and ready for active service
if they should be needed.

The 14th regiment, having served more than three years in the
United States service, and with many of the officers and men con-
tinuing to do duty in the regiment, are veterans,

The 13th and 28th regiments were each several times in the
United States service during the rebellion, and also have many
officers and men experienced and capable of immediate duty.

The commandants of these regiments, Colonel Jourdan (Brevet
Major General} of the 13th, Colonel Fowler (Brevet Brigadier
General) of the 14th, and Colonel Urban of the 28th, have each
been field officers in the United States service during the rebel-
lion, and are most eflicient officers for any service.

The 70th regiment, commanded by Colonel Cropsey—cavalry
and artillery—although they have not been in the United States
service, yet have done mueh ugeful and valuable service at home
during the war. Their commandant, Colonel Cropsey, is & mos$
valuable and zealous officer.

The battalion of heavy artillery commanded by Major Sprague
is a well drilled and serviceable corps. Their commandant is nn.
doubtedly unsurpassed as a master of drill.

The brigade, since the close of the rchellion and the return of
many of its old members from the mustering out of the Tuion
arply, has increased largely in numbers. During the war it was
truly a recruiting school for the United States service. Iis mem-
bers have left their marks and their bodies on many of the bloedy
battle fields. It is the duty as well as the Lonest pride of their
commandant to place on record the story of their patriotism, and
to claim for them an equal place with any corps of citizen soldiers.

The numerical foree of the brigade is over 2,000 men, fit for
immediate service.

For exact returns, I beg leave to refer to the returns of the
brigade inspector. '

PHILIP 8. CROOKE,
Brigodier General 5th Brigade N, G
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REPORT OF W. G. WARD, COLONEL COMMANDING -

FIRST BRIGADE NATIONATL GUARD,

Hesvquarrers 1st Brieape, N. G. S.N. Y., }
New Yorx, December 24¢h, 1866,
Brig. Gen. Wi Irving, Adf. Gen’l 8. N. ¥, Albany :

Sir—Pursuant to paragraph 527 General Regulations, I have
the honor to transmil herewith the reports of the 2d, 12th and
71st regiments of infantry in this brigade.

No reports have been received, although summarily ordered,
frem the 77th and 99th regiments, nor from the capiain command-
ing the 734. .

I regret to say that the records of the brigade show that, under
the command of my predecessor, no evolutions of the line have
been practiced in this brigade, and but one meeting of the officers
for instruction, held under my orders on 11th instant, ai State
arsenal. :

The brigade has been paraded, under orders from the command-
ing General of the 1si division, three times, when the usual cere-
monies of a public parade and review wwere performed.

The state of instruction is, in my opinion, very good in the 71st
and 12th regiments; fair in the 2d, and very bad in the 77th and
99th rvegiments. These last, however, have undergone many
recent internal changes, and may show o marked improvement by
the next annaal inspection.

In eonelusion, I heg to state that I assumed command of the
brigade pursuant to specinl orders, No. 325, from general head-
guarters, S. N. Y., on 16th Oectober last. The preparations for
the fall inspections, already ordered, prevented my assembiing
the brigade for instrnetion previous to lst Novembher, and the
shortness of the days and inclemency of the weather has prevented
its assembly since.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. G. WARD,
Colonel Commanding lst Brigade.

HrapquarTens 71st Recmment N, G. S, N, Y.,
New York, December 4th, 1866. ' %
Major J. J. Vax Nxst, deting Brigade Inspector :
Dear Sir—In accordance with instructions from brigade head-
quarters, I hereby counform as nearly as in my power (T 527
Goneral Regulations).

Wornre SR RERELE

oot
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I assumeéd command of this regiment September 27th, 1866,
Prior to that date the organization had been instructed during the
year in Morris’ system of tactics. In my order assuming cormmand
I substituted Cuasey’s Tactics, as authorized by the War Bepartment
and p. 521 General Regulations.

I am at present engaged in a progressive conrse of instruction
for officers and non-commissioned officers in Casey’s system, com-
mencing with the elementary principles. No mancuvres of the
baltalion have been as yet instituted by me.

Respectfully yours,
T. W. PARMELE,
Colonel T1st Regiment N. . 8. N, Y.

Heapquarters 71sT Reemmest N. G 8. N Y., ¢
New Yorr, December 6ih, 1860, 5
Major J. J. Vax Nesr, Acting Brigade Inspector :

Sir—My report of the 4th inst. having been returned for
“ detailed report of manceuvres,” by the brigade commander, I
respectfully forward the following : Op my assumption of com.
mand (September 27th, 1866}, I could obtain no complete list of
orders received or issued, or of any course of jnstruction pursued
by my predecessor, Col. Tratford.

Since my application to him for all official records and corres-
pondence, I have received nothing from which to compile a report
in accordance with T 527 General Regulations, as required.

In paragraphs Nos. 2, 3 and 4, Regimenta]l General Orders No.
9, from these headquarters, dated the 27th September, 1868, I
instituted drills for officers and non-commissioned officers in the
elementary principles of Casey’s system, with instruction in forms
of parade, and the practical working of the details of organization,
in accordance with the military Code. Those mectings have been
continued, and the order is still in force. Officers meeting on
Saturday evenings, and non-commissioned officers en Thursday
evening of each week, at the 13th Street Armory.

In regimental general orders No. 10, Qctober 3d, 1866, the
regiment was ordered for drill at the State Arsenal in the details
of inspection. Brigade orders were also promulgated for the
annual ingpection and review.

Regimental general orders No. 11, November 16th, 1858, pro-
mulgated division and brigade orders for division parade, Al
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orders igsued by me have been forwarded to brigade headquarters,
and the duty exacted has been satisfactorily performed.
Respectfully submitted,
THEODORE W. PARMELE, _
Colonel Tlst Regiment N, . 8. N. X,

HEapQUARTERS 20 REeavent, N, G. S, N. Y. %
Nuw Yorg, December 5, 1866.
Colonel W. G. Warp,
Commonding 1st Brig. Lt Dive N. G 8. N. F.:

Colonel—I have the honor to report in pursuance of paragraph
527, General Regulations, that I have exercised my command in
the following movements: TFormation of the buttalion; manual
of arms; breaking by company and division to the right and left;
ploy the battalion in close column on the first division; double
column at half distance; deploying from column; closing the column
ab half distance; by the head of column take wheeling distance;
gountermarching the column. As I kept no record of my move-
ments, I can only report from memory; no doubt I have practiced
them in many other moveiments.

I am Colonel, very respesctfully,
Your obedient servant,

THGMAS M. REID, Colonel.

Heapguarters 1270 Inrantry, N. G. 5. N. Y,
Nuw York, December Téh, 18635,
Colonel Worrrav G. Wakb,
Commanding 1st Brigade, N, Q. 8. N, ¥.:

Colonel—In compliance with paragraph 527 of the General
Regulations, I have the honor to report to you that this command
has performed during the year past, the following number of drills
and parades:

Ist. Drills by wing at State arsenal, Jenuary 17th and 18th.

2d. Wing drills as above, February 13th and 14th.

3d. Officers and non-commissioned officers drill in school of the
hattalion, March 16th.

4th, Battalion drill at State arsenal, March 234d.

dth. Funeral escort to remains of DBrevet Brigadier General
Van Buren, April 15th. Evclutionsstrictly according to regulations.

6th. Battalion dvill at Washington Square, May 224,

7th, Brigade driil at Tast New York,
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8th. Division parade, July 4th.

9th. Officers and non-commissioned officers drill at State arscnal,
Angust 14th,

'10th. Battalion drill at Washington Square, August 16th, to
exhibit Brevet Brig. Gen. Morris’ system of tactics, before a hoard
of army officers appointed by the Secvetary of War, to examine
varicus systems of drill,  Morris’ whole system of battalion driil,
was carefully execnted by this commancd.

11th. Divisien parade to receive the President of the United
States, August 209th.

12th. Annual parade and inspection by Colonel Liehenau, Ass't
Inspector General; and Brigade Major and Inspector, B, 8. Church,
October 12th,

13th. Battalion drill at Tompkins Square, October 31st.

14th. Division parade for evacuation day, and review by His
Excellenoy, the Commander-in-Chief, the division marching past in
quick time, November 26th,

At the various battalion drills specified above, the whole of
Morris’ school of the battalion has been repeatedly and thoroughly
executed.

The officers of the regiment have also participated in drills of
the officers of the Second brigade, prior to our transfor, as follows:
March 7th, March 29th, and April 20th.

Very respectiully your obedicnt servant.
JOHN WARD, J=.
Meogor Commanding 12(h Infontry, N. G. S. N T

REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL LOUIS BURGER,
COMMANDING SECOND BRIGADE.

Heapguarrers 2p Bricape N, G. S, N, Y,
Nuw YORE, December 20, 1866, %
Brig. Gen. Wit IRvINE,
Adjutant General of the State of New York:

General-—In jcompliance with par. 527 of the (eneral Regu.
lations, T hereby transmit the reports of the commandants of the
several regiments of this brigade, as far as they have been handed
In at these headquarters.

I beg leave to report that I have exercised the commissioned
officers and non-cormissioned staff in the school of the battalion,

{ Assem. No. 242, ] 3
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Casey’s Tactics, at the State Arsenal, on Mareh 7th, March 29th
and April 20th.

Pursuant to General Orders No. 7, from General Headquarters,
dated May Tth, 1866, this hrigade was exercised in the practice of
evoluticus of the line, on the 28th of May last, at Fast New York.
The six infantry regiments were formed in two lines, viz: the 34,
5th and 6th regiments on first line, and the 12th, 84th and 96th
regiments on second line. The 1st Artillery paraded with one full
moiunted hattery, and one mounted company for guard and escort
duty; the remainder were drilled dismounted, in the school of
company. Major Richard O’Grady, 1st Artillery, was appointed
field officer of the day. '

The following evolutions were made:

Close column by division on 1st division 1st hattalion, march in
celumn,

By battalion in mass on the Ist battalion deploy column.

By battalion in mass on the 3d battalion right in fromt into
coluamamn.

By battalion in mass on the 6th battalion deploy columa.

By battalion in mass on the 2d battalion right in front into
column.

Countermarch—

By battalion in mass on the 6th battalion deploy column.

By battalion in mass on the 6th hattalion left in front into
columu.

By battalion in mass on the 2d battalion deploy column.

Advance in iine, 4th Dattalion of direction; general alignment.

March the line of battalion in retreat, 4th battalion of direction
face by the front rank.

By battalion in mass on the 4th battalion, right in front into
colummn,

To deploy faced to the left, by battalion in mass, change direc-
tion by the right flank.

The three left battalions moved to the rear 150 paces from the
15t line. - :

On the Ist division, 2d battalion; first and second lnes, deploy
ASLes.

March in advance 2d battalion of dircction and half.

Loading and firing of the Ist line by battalion and by file 24
line, pass the line in front, deploy and loading and firing; the bat-

i A S e e e S
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tery taking position on the right joined the fire of the infantry;
2d line pass the 1st line in retreat.

Clange of front, forward on the right of the 1st line.

Review by Major General C. ' W. Sandford and staff,

The evolutious were made with promptness and regulavity by
the different hattalions,

To the field and brigade stafl officers were explained, by dia-
grams and recifations, the various evolutions of the line, at meet-
ings on two consecubive days, as required by the General Reguls
tions. .

The 12th regiment infantry was transferred from this brigade to
the 1st brigade, by Special Orders No. 525, from geueral head-
quarters.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,
Your ohedient servant,
LGULS BURGER,
Liriy. Gleneral.

Heapguartens 30 Resneexy Isravrny No G 5 N YL))
Bexpix Zovaves,
NEw Yoz, December 2440, 1866. )
To Brig. Gen. Lours BurseR,
' Commanding 2d Brigade N. . 8. N. ¥. -

"Genersl—Pursuant to par. 527, General Regulations, I have
the honor to report the following parades and drills of the Third
Regiment Infantry N. G. 8. N. Y.:

Battalion and wing drills at the State Arsenad, corner 85ih st.
and 7th avenue January Sth, 12th, 22d and 26th, February 15th,
Mareh 14th and 16th, April 23d and 25th, May 14th and Novem-
ber 12th. Dattalion drill in Tompkins Square September 25(h.
Officers’ drills in Mareh, April, October and November, a. c.

The regiment made its first parade on the 22d February, 400
strong,

Brigade drill at Bast New York May the £25th, in evolutions
of line,
~ This regiment paraded in pursuance of division aund brigade
orders on the following oceasions : July 4th, August 29th, recep-
tion of His Excellency Andrew Johnson, President of the United
States ; Oectober 11th, inspection and review ; Novemher 26th,
division parade and review by His Excellency Ruben E. Fenton,
Governor of the State of New York. Company “I” was mustered
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into the service on the 4th of April, and Company “K” on the
28th of April.

This regiment bad no armory until May, and the one it has now
is not large enough to drill a company, and totally unfit for an
armory.  We have 1o arm rack nor any accommodations whatever
to keep our arms in geod condition; but it was the best that T could
get ab that time from the supervisors.

© At the - battalion drills the following exercises were had:
Formation of battaliun, manual of arms, loading and firings, ploy-
ments from line of battle into column, deployments from ecolaman
into line, changing of fronts, forward and te the rear, on the
several companies forming and reducing squares, street firing
advancing and in retreat.

The companies have drilled semi-monthly, with the exception
of July and Angust, at which they have been instructed in the
school of the soldicr and company.

This regiment is improving in discipline, and gradually increas-
ing, and is now in waut of 100 uniforms, and I have every reason
to believe that in another year it will rank with some of our best
regiments in the city.

I bave honor to he
Your most obedient servant,
JOHN A. BENDIX,
Brevet Brig, Gen. Com. 3d Regt. Infantry N. Q. 8. N. .

Heapquarrers S1r Reerient N. G- 8. N, Y, }
Nzw Yorx, December 24th, 18606,
To Brigadier General Louis BukcER,
Conmmanding 2d Brigade, st Division N. G 8. N ¥. -

General—I have the honor {o hand to you below a report of
drills, parades and military exercises executed by the 5th Regi-
ment N. . 5. N. Y. to the 1st instant, as reguired per par. 527
of the General Regulations.

Regimental and wing drills were held as follows: Regimental
drills January 15th, February 12th and March the 12th, at the
State Arsenal, eorner of 35th strect and 7th avenue, Wing drills,
right wing March the 8th and March 27th; left wing March the
9th and March 80th, at the armory of the st Artillery regiment,
corner White and Elm streets. {ommigsioned officers and non-
commissioned officers’ drills were held February 4th, March 7th,
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98th and 29th, April 20th, October 1st and 22d, November Gih
and 27th. Each company has Deen drilled twice in a month in
the school of the soldier and school of company.

Regimental parade April 23d, in horor of the birthday of the
llustrious Thomas Jefferson.

This regiment paraded, pursuant to division and brigade orders,
on May 28th, fleld day at the drill ground at Iast New Yorlk;
on the 4th day of July, to celebrate the ninetiet® anniversary of
our National Independence; on the 29th day of Angust, for the
reception of His Excellency Andrew Johnson, President of the
United States ; on the 11th day of Oetober, for annual inspection
and review; on the 26th day of November, to celebrate the evacu-
ation of the Dritish troops, 1783, and review for Ifis Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief, Reuben E. Fenton.

The regiment is improving in discipline and increasing, and
numbers now near 800 men,

Twould also beg leave to state that the regiment has not as
yeb received any overcoats, and respectfully request that the same
be furnished as soon as practicable, as it would be a great henefit
to the members of this regiment.

I am, General, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Colonel ANTON MYER.
Commanding 5th Regiment N. G. S. N F,

Hesanquarrers 608 Ruoromar N. GL 8. N. Y., ?
New Yorr, November 14, 1866. -+
Gen, Louts BurGeRr, 2d Brigade N. G. 8. M. V.:

General—Pursuant to par. 527 of the General Regulations, I
have the honor to submit the following report of the different
drills, parades and exercises practiced by this regiment during the
year commeneing November 1st, 1865, and ending November Ist,
1866.

The regiment has paraded five times, to wit:

Ist. With the division— Evacuation day —November 24th:
Manceuvres, formation, manual of arms, open and close ranks,
march in column, review by the Commander-in-Chief.

‘2d. Brigade field day, at East New York, under your command,
May 28th: Manceuvres, brigade evolutions.
3d. With the division, July 4th: Mancenvres, formation,

~manual of arms, mwarcl in column, and pass in review,
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4th. With the divisicn, Angust 29th: Reception of the Presi-
dent of the United States, manceuvres—same ag on the 4th of July.
' 5th. Inspection and review, Qclober 11th: Manceuvres, forma-
tion, open and close ranks, manual of arms, advance in line of
hattle, break into celumn by companies right wheel, march in
column, halt, left into line wheel, by the right of companies to
the rear into columnn, left into line wheel, ploy and deploy on the
different divisifns, and passing in review.

In addition to the above there have been two regimental and
eight officer and non-commissicned officer drills: Mancuvres,
drilled in the School of the Soldier, School of the Company, and
School of the Battalion—all by * Casey’s Tactics.”

It is proper to state that, from about the 1st of January fo the
1st of August, the regiment was under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Bernard Schwartz, occasioned by my resignation; but,
heing re-elected, I again assumed command, and this report, for
the time in which Lieutenant Colonel Schwartz was in command,
is based upon one made by him to me.

T am, dear General,
Very respectfolly yours, &e.,
JOEL W. MASON, Colonel.

HrapguarTtErs 84t RECIMENT, %
New Yorx, December 29, 1866.
Brig. Gen. Louis Burerr, Oom'y 2d Brigade, de.:

General—Agreeably to par. 527 of the General Regulations
for the Military Forces of this State, I have the honor to return
the following statement of the exercises perfermed by this com-
mand during the year 1866,

With the exception of the usual summer vacation, extending
from the middle of July to the middle of September, each of the
companies has been drilled, weekly, in the School of the Soldier,
the School of the Company, and the School of the Battalion,

The hattalion has been drilled, as a whole, twice and by wing
once during the winter and spring. 1t also paraded, for instruc-
tion in the School of the Brigade, at Eeast New York, on the 28th
of May; and took part in the several parades of the 1st division
on July 4th, Aug. 29th, Oct. 12th and Nov. 26th, respectively.

I have the honor to be
Your obedient servant,
. F. A. CONKLING,
" Colonel Commanding 84tk Regiment.

T R e Dy A e e B s
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Hrapquarters 36ra Rremexr N. G. 8. N. Y.,
Nuw York, November 1st, 1866,

Brigadier General Louis Bureer,
- Commanding 24 Brigade N. G. :

General—TI bave the honor to submit herewith the foliowing
report of the various drills and occasions of Iustruction and exer-
cise had in this regiment during the year ending this day :

Regimental parades, six, viz.: On November 24th, 1865 (cele-
bration of Evacuation Day); January 25th, 1866 (funeral of Dr.
S, Brilliantowsky, late surgeon of the 41st regt. N. Y. V., and
acting division surgeon); May 25th, 1866 (brigade practice in
evolutions of the line, at Fast New York); July 4th, 1856; Au-
gust 29th, 1866 (reception of President Johnson); October 12th,
1866 (annual inspection).

Battalion drills, at the State arsenal, corner 7th avenue and 55th
street, four, viz. : On Jannary 23d, February 5th, February 18th,
and March 30th, 1866, These drills were wing dvills, each last-
ing from 8 to 10 o'clock P, b1,

The eommissioned ofiicers and non-commissioned staff officers of
this command participated on three occasions, in conjunction with
the officers and non-commissioned stafl’ officers of all the other
regiments of the seecond brigade, in the practical instructions in
the school of the battalion, at the State arsenal, on Mareh 7th,
Marehr 29th and April 20th, 1866, from § to 10 o'clock, ». arL,
yourself acting as instructor thereat.

Ov June 21st, 1866, in the afternoon, a skeleton drill, with all
the commissioned and non-commissioned officers of this regiment,
was held at Mount Morris Square in this city.

The commissioned officers assemble at 8 o'clock, . . on every
third Friday of each month, for theoretical and practical instrue-
tion and for the transaction of the administrative husiness of the
regiment, at the regimental armory, 291 Bowery.

All the non-commissioned officers of this command assemble for
drill and instraction, at 8 o'clock, ». 3., on every first Friday of
each montly, at the regimental armory, except during the period
from June 15th till September 15th. These are standing ovders
since November 1st, 1865, '

On account of insufficiency of available drilling room at ocur
arniory, drills by divisions, the frequent oceurrence of which is so
very desirable, could not be held there, for the sanie reason only
one company can drill there at a time. The different companies
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and the drum corps are therefore only able to drill about once
every fortnight, except during the above stated term. These
drills generally last from 8§ till 10 o'clock, ». M.

The regiment wag, during the past year, liberally supplied with
quartermaster and cormimissary stores by the respective general
departments, which fact T beg to gratefully acknowledge here, T
would be very desirable to bave the Enfleld rifled muskets in onr
possession soon exchanged for a better and more efficient weapon,

I do not think, General, that I am assuming too much in stating,
in conclusion of this report, that, in my modest opinion, this regi-
ment, as a young crganization, has made considerable progress
during the past year in ils strenmgth, discipline and general
efficiency.

I have the honor to remain, General,
Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. D. KREHBIEL,
Colonel 96th Regiment N, G

Heapquartess 2o Briesape N, G, 8. N. Y,
New Y orx, December 19¢4, 1866.

Brigadier General Wirriam IRvINE,
Adjutant General State ¢f New York :

General—In complianee with orders, on the 11th and 12th of
October, I inspected the several regiments of this brigade, and in
submiiting a general report, I will simply state that there has been
a most marked imyprovement in the discipline, appearance and
esprit du corps of the several regiments.

The 6th and Gth regiments, however, have suffered somewhat
in drill and discipline from the loss of their old commanders, but
now that Colonel Mason has been reinstated as colonel of the Gth,
and Lieutenant Colonel Anton Meyer has been made full colonel
of the 5th, these regiments, I have no doubt, will soon more than
regain what has been lost from want of permanent commanders.

The arms and uniforms of the 6th regimeilt are worn out and
unfit for service and should be replaced to make them an efiicient
corps In case of riot or invasion.

The arms of the 96th regiment are in good condition, but the
parts of one piece will not fit another, and the shanks of the
hayonets are so short as to prevent the stacking of arms, unless it
is nceomplished by means of the ramrod, which often bends the
rods, and as each rod will fit but one piece, the rifle is of course
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madle useless until the rod is repaived. For the above reasous, it
seems to me important that new arms should be given in place of
these.

The 3d regiment is very much.in want of armeory sccommoda.
tions and furniture. They have bat one drill room and hut one
meeting room for officers and men, and they are obliged to pnt
their arms in packing boxes, which mukes it very diffcult to keep
them In order.

Hoping that you will be able to remove some of the above men.
tioned obstacles to the progress and improvement of the regiments
of this brigade,

I remain, General, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
BIENJ. 8. CHURCH,
Tnspector 2d Frigade.

REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL J. M. VARTAN, COM-
MANDING THIRD BRIGADE NATIONAL GUARD.
HeAanQuaRTERS 8D Brigang, Ist Diviston N. G S. N. Y. %

New Yorx, December 17th, 1860,

To Wrinniam Invene, ddjutent General §. N Y.»

General—I have the honor to report that consequent on the
retivement of Drigadier Gereral William Hall, from this brigade,
: I assumed its command (in obedience to orders from general bead-
quarters and by virtue of seniority of rank) on the 26th of Sep-
: tember last.

Since that time no brigade driil has taken place, as the time
has been fully occupied in the annual inspection of the several
regiments of the brigade.

The regimental reports ns required by the General Regulations
(paragraph 527) ave transmitted herewith.

The several regiments were ingpected as follows :

7th regiment, October 2d, 1366.

37th do Sihk, 1866,
55th do 9th, 18G6.
9th do 18th, 1866.
st do 26th, 1866,
8th do 27th, 1866,

Full returns of which have been forwarded to your department
by the brigade inspector in accordance with law,
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On Monday, 261k November last, this brigade paraded agreea-
bly to division orders. On this occasion, the 47th regiment of
infantry, Colonel J. V. Messerole, about 400 strong, from Brooklyn,
one of the most efficient regiments of the second division, parvaded
with this command.

* The actual aggregate numbers of each regiment on duty on this
parade was

Ist rogiment oo w ool 248
Tth (1o S R 653
8th 3 o YOOI 11
9th s (s SO 455
37th o TR~ 1115
55th o U 51 . |
Total . o i e i 2,573

The brigade which I have the henor to command, is in an effi-
cient state of drill and discipline ; the different regiments have
been actively engaged during the year with the duties devolving
upon them,

I am, General, yours respectfully, _
J. M. VARIAN, Brigadier Gen.,
Commonding 3d Brig. N. G. 8. N. Y.

Hreapquarrers lst Inrantey N G S, N. Y.,
[Hawking' Zonaves, |
Nrw Yorx, December 17¢4, 1566,

Brig. Gen. J. M. Variaw,
Commanding 3d Brigade, 1st Diviston N, (1. 8. N, Y-

General—1In compliance with special orders No. 14, T have the
honor to report that since my regiment was organized in Novem-
ber, 1865, we have made the following parades, viz: June 5th,
1866, the anniversary of the departure of the th N. Y. Voluntcer
Infantry for the seat of war in 1861 ; the 4th of July ; the recep-
tion of the President of the United States, and the 25th of Novem-
ber, making in all four regimental parades in the year 1866,

We have had four battalicn drills in the year, and have lbeen
through about two-thirds of the movements and formutions laid
down in the School of the Battalion of ¢ Casey’s Taetics.”

Excepting the months of June, July, August and September,
each company has drilled three times in each month in the School

T e T
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of the Soldier, Company, Manual of Arms, and gome of the com-
panies have made considerable progress in the bayonet exercise.

The drills of the regiment have not been as frequent as they
would have been under more favorable circumstances.

The only assistance the regiment has received from the State
up to this time, is that we have been allowed to dvaw four hun-
dred muskets, unfit for use, and four hundred sets of accoutre-
ments, with nearly leather and copper enough in each set to make
a harness for a moderate sized dray horse. The uvniformys have
been furnished by the members (officers and enlisted men) of the
regiment, and until the 25th of November last, we have had o
provide our own armory. At that time we moved into one of
limited capacity, rented hy the county anthorities, about large
enongh for company meetings, and a storchouse for state property.

Next year when we are more perfectly organized, we hope to
comply with more promptness to all the formalities necessary to
the good government of an efficient National Guard.

I have the honor to be, most regpectfully,
Your obedient servant,

RUSH C. HAWKINS, Colonel Com'y.

‘

Hespquarters 7tH Recivest, N. G, 8. N. Y,
New Yorx, December 1764, 1868,

General—In compliance with special orders Wo. 14, from Bri-
gade headquarters, dated December 12, 1868, T have the honor to
report that this regiment has been excrecised during the present
year in all {he manceuvres and exercises preseribed in the “School
of the Battalion,” Casey, vol. 2-—excepting those sections in said
beook of tactics which refer to ¢ Division Columns.”

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your chedient servant,
EMMONS CLARK,
Col. Commanding T¢h Regiment N, & 8. N, V.

To Brig. Gen, Vartan, Com’y 8d Brigade N. G, §. V. Y.

Heapquarrzrs, Stu Recmaest, N G, 8. N, Y. %
New Yorx, December 18th, 18686,
In compliance with paragraph 527 General Regulations, N. Y.
3. M., I beg leave to make the following report:
Pursuant to brigade and division orders, this regiment paraded
duly 4th, 1866, under command of Col. J, M. Varian, four hun-
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dred and twenty-seven strong. Also, August 29th, at the recep-
tion of the President of the United States, under command of
Lieutenunt Colonel O. F. Wentworth, 412 strong, and again on
the 26th of November, under Licutenant Colonel O, F. Went-
worth, 496 strong.

Two battalion drills at the arsenal, March 224 and 26th, Casey
tactics.  Colonel J. M. Varian, commanding.

Brigade fleld day at Wast New York, June 13th.  Evelutions of
the line in ¢ Cagey,” 445 men and officers present.

A battalion drill on Tomplkins Square, November 15th, Colonel
Varian, commanding, in ¢ Casey,” 350 present.

There have been during the year, eight officers’ and non-commis-
sioned officers’ drills in battalion movements in “Casey’s tactics.

The annual inspection of the regiment took place en Tompkins
Square, October 29ih.  Brigade Major J. G. Herriott, inspecting
officer.

O. F. WENTWORTH, ZLieu:. Colonel.
Commanding 8tk Regiment N. (. 8. N. .
To. Brig. Gen. J. M. Vanrax.

HrapquarTers 5510 Regmient, 3n Brigane, {
New Yorx, December 20, 1866.
General—In compliance with paragraph 527, General Regula-
tions, I have the honor to report that during the past year this
command has been exercised in the evolutions set cut in the tactics
(Casey’s), except evolutions by division.
Respectfully,
LEUGENE LE GAL,
Colonel Com. 55¢th Reye. N. G. 8. N. Y.
Wizzrian Irvine, Adjutant General 8. N, Y.

REPORT OF MAJOR ROBERT TAYLOR OF THE FOURTH
BRIGADE, NATIONAL GUARD.
To Gzneran 'W. Invive,
Adyutant-General of the State of New York :

General—The annual inspeetion of the 4th brigade commenced
on the 22d of Oclober, being preceded by an inspection of the
general commanding the Ist division and his stafdl, also of the
troop known as “ Otto’s,” detailed specially for escort duty, in
which it is serviceable.
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The uniform is showy, thercfore appropriate. To be efficient
for any other service, it would require more drilling. The troop
consists of 60 members, and had present at inspection 1 captain,
3 licutenants, b sergeants, 4 corporals, and 33 privates—iotal 46,
The captain complaing of the want of uniforms.

The inspection of the brigade proper, commenced with the 4th
regiment (Zouaves), which consists of 8§ companies, and had a
total present of 5435, including a band of 25 pieces. The ab-
sentees numbered 271. Tofal strength of regiment 617. The
uniforms, arms and equipments being new, were in cxcellent
condition,

The 11th regiment maintains its strength and vigor. ¥t consists
of 10 companies, and has an aggregate strength of 661, exclusive
of fleld, staff and band. At this annual inspection, 539 were
present, and the average strength of each company present was
50 men, exclusive of line officers, ali of which, with one excep-
tion, were present. The arms and equipments were in satisfactory
condition. The armory accommodstion of this regiment is en.
tirely inadequate, and 1 respectfnlly suggest that some special
aetion be taken by the proper military authorities to secure for
this regiment such an armory as its strength and uniform attention
to duty entitle it, and to this end I also suggest the propriety of
the ereetion on the west front of Towpking sqnare, one or more
iron buildings 200 feet long by 70 wide, and 3 stories high—the
first or ground floer to be made fo open towuards the square wien
necessary. This would be utilizing space that is now useless,
and besides affording armory accommodation nbove, would form
a place of refreat for regiments or the police force, drilling there,
when suddenly overtaken by valn or snow,

The 22d regiment, consisting of 8 companies, had an aggregate
strength present at inspeetion of 525, The total strength of this
regiment i3 732.  The average strength of the companies present,
exclusive of line officers, was 58, The famous company B, Capt.
Remmey, had 114 men present, and was numerically stronger than
the 95th regiment at inspection, whose aggregate rank and flo
present was just 110,

The discipline of the 22d is all that is desivable; their arms
and equipments are in perfect order, and ihe appearance of the
men was in the highest degree soldierly,

The 69th regiment, inspected on the 23d Oectober, was present
with o total of 347, The absentees were 1 field and 1 staff offi
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cer, 4 non-commissioned, 2 lieutenants, 4 sergeants, 5 corporals,
4 drummers, and 134 privates——total absentees 155, The numer-
ieal strength of this regiment, exclusive of band, is 482. The
arms and equipments were in good ovder, and, with the exception
of a variety of belt plates, were accoutered uniformly.

The 79th regiment having partially recovered from the shock
of more than 20 battles in which it was engaged during the
rebellion, appeared on the occasion of ifs first annual inspection
under arms since its resuscitation, on the 24th of Qclober., With
only 7 companies, it had & total present of 257, and had uniforms
beenr supplied, at least 100 more would have been added to the
number. The ahscentees were 1 field and 8 line officers, 6 -
sergeants, & corporals, 2 drummers, and 100 privates—total 122.
Aggregate strength 379, A new company is forming and nearly
ready for mustering in. The uniforms, arms and equipments
being new, were in perfect order.

The men were soldierly and gave cvery evidence of discipline
and driil.  The resuscitation of this regiment having been slow,
has resulted in an aggregation of reliable men, betokening steady
increase, on which the State ean surely depend at all times.
While other militia reghmnents that volunteered for the war have been
reimbursed for the loss of their uniforms worn out in the service,
the 79th has not received a farthing.

This is nnjust, and I respectiully ask your intercession in hehalf
of this regiment, to the end that those members who suffered loss
may be repaid to the uttermost, particularly as the military record
of the regiment was one continuous act of heroism throughout
the war.

The 95th regiment is one of the many that was conceived and
born in the political iniquities of 1863, and after receiving the
remains of several similar organizations, has a consolidated mus.
ter voll of 500 names, represented by 8 skeleton companies. Tt
was to have Deen inspected on the 24th of October, but owing to
the thet thaf seversl of the eaptaing had not made out their rolls,
and as insubordination appeared to be the rule, particularly with
men iz the rear companies, who broke from the ranks and fled,
setting at defiance all authority, I declined proceeding with the
inspection, aad reported the facts to Col. Maidhof, commanding
the brigade, who issued a special order, directing an inspection of
the 853th to take place on the 14th of November, on which date it
was present in the following strength:
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2 Fisld, 4 stall officers, 4 non-commissioned ____ .__..___ 10
Capts, Lieuts. Sergts. Corps. Drums. Priv.
Company A.___..._. 0 1 2 2 2 10 17
do B.o_....... 1 0 4 2 0 2 9
vdo CoooL.._. 1 1 0 0 1 19 22
do D.._..____ 1 0 3 2 0 a0 26
do H..__.___. 1 0 3 3 0 G i3
do F.__..._.. 0 g 0 G 0 2 3
do G. _...._. 1 1 3 1 2 20 28
do H.oo..._._. 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
) 3 15 10 5 80 128

The absentees were 3 captains, 11 lieutenants, 18 sergeants, 18
corporals and 350 privates. DMaking 2 total of absentees of 400,

The officer commanding this regiment, Lieut.-Col. McElroy, has
faithfully endeavored to make a good regiment of the 95th, but
on the occasion of this inspection admitted his inability.

With the single exception of the 95th, the other regiments of
this brigade maintain their strength—indeed are increasing, and
are entitled to the fostering care of tho State.

ROBERT TAYLOR, Mujor,
Inspector 41k Lrigade N. ¢, 8. ¥, T.

REPORT OF J. DOWNING, BRIGADE INSPECTOR BINTH
BRIGADE, NATIONAL GUARD.

Heapguarrers 6t Bricapr N, G., 5. N. Y.
MineoLa, Novemder 2044, 1866,

To the Adjutant General State of New York :

Dear Sir—As Brigade Inspector of the 6th Brigade N. (., 8, N.
Y., I have the honor to report that I herewith send muster and
inspection rolls of the several companies of the several regiments
in.the brigade, all of which have been inspected and mustered as
the law directs. This organization has improved very much since
our last year’s inspection, but nuch remains yet te be done. The
fifteenth is now, and has bheen for the last vear practically withous
a commanding officer, Col. Willis being absent and showing n total
indifference to the intercsts of the regiment, With irregular and
old uniforms and but few arms, the men are generally very much
discouraged and demoralized, With. o good officer in command
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and a sufficient number of good uniforms, arms and equipments,
there is no reason why this would not be a first class regiment.

The 89th regiment is commanded by Col. Aaron Degrauw, and
the uniforms, arms and equipments indicate that great care has
been observed to preserve them from wear and damage. The dis-
cipline and drill of this regiment shows to the causual observer,
conclusively, what is a well known fact, that the commandant is
entirely ignorant of both, With a little attention and a good drill
officer to command this might be made o very good regiment.

The 16th regiment is commanded by Col. Alfred Wagstaff. It
numbers five hundred men and is well officered, and splendidiy
uniformed, armed and equipped, and well drilled and disciplined.
Should occasion require, this regiment, at the shortest possible
notice, might be placed into the field for active service.

This organization is scattered all over Suffolk county, separated
by varicus distances from five to seventy miles between the com-
pauies, all however, along the line of railroad, but nothing except
the most unremitting efforts on the part of its most active and
energetic commandanut could cver have brought it up to its present
splendid condition. The 16th regiment will compare favorably
with any of the city regiments, and does henor to the National
Guard, _

The 6th brigade was ordered by Brig. Gen. Hamilton to report
at the (Jueens county agricultural fair grounds at Mineola, on the
18th of October last, and made arrangements for its encampment
there two days. This was for the purpose of review and inspee-
tion. Col. Wagstaff with the 16th regiment reported promptly,
and obeyed all orders faithfully in spirvit and letter, Col. Aavon
Degravw with the 89th regiment reported the morning of the 18th
Octeber, and refused to stay longer than one day, but most of the
regiment volunteered to stay, and did remain to be reviewed on
the 19th. The 15th regiment, under command of Major Craft,
reported prempily on the 18th, and endeavored to do all that
they could do in their disorganized state. Onthe 19th October
the brigade was inspected and reviewed by Brig. Gen. Batcheller,
Inspector General of the State, and also by Maj. Gen. Duryea,
commanding seeond division.

I have endeavored to furnish proper and correct muster and
inspeetion rolls of all the companies, but I know that many of them
are imperfeet. It is fmpossible for me to return them to the
respestive companies after receiving them, no matter how linper-
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fect or incorrect they may be, on account of the distance, some
being a hundred miles away, and althongh orders were promulga-
ted to the effect that every company commander should have his
rolls ready at the time the inspection was ordered, most of them
failed to do so, and I was compelled to wait some time after
inspecting them, to get their rolls, and then corrected them and
made them ag complete as I could. DMy consolidated report will
show the real strength and condition of each regiment. I know

it to be correct.
I have the honor to be,

Very truly vours,
J. DOWNING,
Brigade Inspector 6tk Brigade.

REPORT OF JAMES RYDER, BRIGADIER GENERAL,
SEVENTH BRIGADE, NATIONAL GUARD.

Heapquarrers 71 Bricape N. G. 5. N. Y., ]
Sourn Hasr, November 20th, 1866,
Gen. WiLriam Irving, ddjutant General V. G. S. N. Y. :

General—TI have the honor to report that the Seventh Brigade
continues the same as al the time of my last annual report, as to
regimental and company organization, but improving in discipline
and experience of the officers and men of the command,

I attended the regimental drills of the 17th and 18th Regiments
in June last, by official invitation, and witnessed the practice of
the evolutions required by your general order.

The weather was very unfavorable for the 17th, hut the 18th
Regiment had a very fair day, and performed all the evolutions
as required by general orders No. 1 from these headguariers,
which I gend you.

The inspection was performed by members of the brigade staff
and brigade inspector, by companies, at the respective company
armories, with two or three exceptions in the 57th Regiment. I
also send you an order in relation thereto.

The annual review was by hrigade on: the 10th of October, at the
fair grounds of the Westchester County Agricultural Society, near
White Plains.

The 17th, 18tk and 57th rogiments were present in uniforms,
the same 23 those of the former report, and in very respectable
numbers.

[Assem, No. 242.] 4
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Col. Liebeneau, of the Inspector General’s Department, was
present, and witnessed the performance of several evolutions by
brigade and the marching review.

I reviewed the hrigade with my stafl attending, after which
there were several evolutions performed by brigade, very creditably.

After breaking from line into column, and moving from column
into line, these among others were performed :

Close column by division on the fivst division first battalion
right in front. By battalion in mass on the first battalion deploy
column. Batialion in mass on first battalion take deploying inter-
vals. Onfirst division deploy column, and others.

The field officers have the confidence of their commands. and on
the whole there is much improvement. With uniforms enough to
supply our demands, we hope to have full regiments. I would
here state that I believe it to be a very general desire by-the peo-
ple, as well as the members of the National Gaard, that a sufficient
appropriation should be passed to drill the National Guard by divi-
sion or brigade encampments. It is thought to be decidedly
wrong and unjust to require the members of the various regiments
in the country to atiend the regimental parades, paying their own
car fares and other expenses withont any compensation or exemp-
tioms. This would be corrected by having encampments. This
brigace distriet, for instance, is sixty miles long and forty wide,
and to call the men to a parade incurs necessarily great personal
sacrifices. Let the appropriation be passed by the Legislature
that justice may be done.

Very respectfully and truly yours,
JAMES RYDER,
Brigadier General Tth Brigade N. G. 8. N. Y.

REPORT OF W. H. LAWTON, MAJOR AND INSPECTOR
OF THE TENTH BRIGADE, NATIONAL GUARD.

Orrice or THE BRIGADE INsPECTOR, 10TH BRIGADE, )
3p Division, N. G. 8. N. Y,
Troy, November 20th, 1866, |
To Gen. W, Irvive, dgi't Gen'l Sivde of New York:

General—Pursuant to parvagraph 670, General Regulations, I
have the honor to submit the following repart of the 16th bri-
gade, comprising, as reported last year, five rogiments, viz: 24th,
30th, 72d, 97th and 111th. The 24th regiment, Colonel Isasc
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MceConthe, jr., was inspected, and mustered five companies, Sep-
tember 26th, and five companies on the 27th.

Total present. . oo .. oo ... 007
Absent . e iieiaaea_.. BT0
Present and absent _ .. .. .o o..._.___ 737

At the last annual inspection the regiment numbered, preseut, a
total of 528—161 more than at this inspection. The 24th’is not
what it should be in regard to drill and discipline. They have
been furnished with all the uniforms, arms and equipments they
require, and the companies are all furnished with good armories,
and organized in the city, and can assemble for drill at short
notice, without the expense of transportation; yet they have had
but two regimental drills this year. There was no colors or eolor-
guard, and no right or left general guide present at inspection.
The usual review to the inspecting officer was deferred, as we
had no room for review or dvill where they assembled on this
oceasion. This regiment was ordered, by Gen. Allen, to parade
for drill and review, on the 10th day of October. The general was
placed on the retired list, hefore the 10th, by order of the Com-
mander-in Chief. The brigade staff was not ordercd to appear
Your humble servant, the brigade inspector, was present, uniformed,
equipped and mounted, to report the exercises prescribed by State
Regulations, paragraph 532. T found Lieus. Col. Leroy in comn-
mand, with large eagles on his shoulders. I did not see any com-
pany drill, hat, from their appearance, should thick the command-
ing officers of companies had performed their dusy, as required
by General Order No. 1, dated Headquarters, State of New York,
Adjutant General's office, Albany, January 1st, 1866, Farmution
of the battalion, composition and mareh of color escort, honors
paid to the colors, all have been sadly neglected. T think they
have had no instruction in these exercises since the resignation of
Adjutant G. G, Moore, about one year ago. His resignation was
o great loss to the regiment, as he is a veteran, and served us
adjutant in the 93d regiment New York State volunteers. The
lessons contained in part 2d and artieles Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, Stk, 6th
and 7thof part 3d, School of the Battalion, were partly gone through
with.  This regiment has not becn reviewed during the past year
by any brigade or division officer. Col. McConihe's health hes
not permitted him to attend the drills and parades, and the lien-
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tenant colonel is o resident of North Adams, Mass. A competent
officer should be elected in his place. Capt. Landon, Lieut. Smith,
Licut. Thomas and Adj. Moore, all veterans, have resigned since
my last annual report. Some give, as a reason for resigning, that
they arc disgusted with the manzgement and diseipline of the
organization. Now, I would recommend that commissioned and
non-coremissioned officers, including field and staff, be ordered to
assemble at their regimental armory, two evenings in each month
during the winter, for theoretic instruction, and have some such
officer as Maj. Steenburgh, Capt. Quackenbush, of company F, or
- Capt. Scott, of company D, appointed instructor, aceording to
paragraph 548, General Regulations, and we will then find more
veterans enlisting, and fewer resignations of competent officers.

The 72d regiment, commanded by Col. Nicholas S, Miller, in
compliance with brigade orders, paraded for inspection as follows:
Four companies at Wynantskill on the 28th of September, four
companies at Bast Greenbush on the 29th, and two companies at
Stephentown Flats, October 1st.  Their uniforms, arms and equip-
ments were found in good condition. The 72d paraded for drill and
review in the town of Hast Greenbush, on the 6th of October,
The brigade inspector was present-—the only brigade officer on
duty that day. The regiment made a good appearance; the move-
ments were very well performed. Adjt. Davis was active in cor-
tecting errors when they occurved. The drill was a very credit-
able one and worthy of the regiment. The troops were reviewed
by Gov. Feuton, accompanied by Col. Smith, Assistant Inspector
(feneral. At the conclusion of the review the Governor addressed
the officers and men upon their duties and responsibilities, and
agsured them that he had done all in his power to put the National
Guard on a war footing.  He also complimented the officers and
men for drill and general appearance.

The 97th regiment, commanded by Colonel Greenman, was in-
spected, and mustered three companies at Berlin, October 2d, two
companies at Hoosick Falls, October 3d, and five companies at
Lansingburgh, October 15th.  Maj. George W. Finch has been pro-
moted to lieutenant colonel, and Adjt. Lee Chamberlain to major;
both are good officers. Company I, of this regiment, has heen
consolidated swith other companies, and a new company has been
organized in Troy under the command of Brevet Major Snyder,
formerly of the 169th regiment N. Y. S, V., and attached to this
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97th regiment. The 97th was reviewed by Gen. Allen and staff
at Hoosic Falls on the 8th day of October.

The 30th regiment, Col. James Gibson, was ordered fo parade
for inspeetion, muster and review at the agriculiural fair grounds,
in the village of Salemn, Washington county, on the 11th day of
October. This was their first appearance in their new uniforms.
The regiment looked well; their discipline was better than I ever
saw it before. After the exercises of the day they marched
through some of the principal streets of the village. Col. Gibson
deserves great credit for the present condition of his regiment;
although the companies very seldom have an opportunity to come
together for drill, they will compare favorably with many city
regiments. Major Reynolds and several of the line officers ure
veterans.  This regiment should be supplied with 150 new
uniforms. The Cambridge brass band, Henry Russell, loader, ave
attached fo this regiment—a good band; their music is good and
they march well.

The 111th vegiment, Col. Barnes, was mustered, and inspected
four companies at Middle Granville on the 22d day of October,
four companies at Whitehall on the 23d. This regiment has no
uniforms. The muskets, issued to this regiment, have never been
distributed to the commandants of companies. The colonel hav-
ing them in his possession. In regard to drill and discipline I
can only refer you to last year’s report.

With a few exceptions the officers of this brigade have mot
improved in discipline, as they ought; therefore I carmot be as
complimentary as 1 would like. Some are not competent
to execute the duties of the position they are commissioned to fill.
Commandants of some companies bring their men on the ground
for inspection without taking the trouble to correct irregularities
in dress and equipments; and some fuil to prepare the necessary
rolls, as required,

A brigade and division court should be ordered, pursuant to
section 250 of the Military Code, fo court-martial commissioned
cfficers.

T have the honor to be, General,
Yery respectfnlly, vour obedient serv’t,
W. H. LAWTON,
Major and Inspector 10tk Brigade V. . 8. N. ¥
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REPORT OF BRIGADIER GENERAL J. C. SMITH, OF
THE BELEVENTH BRIGADE, NATIONAL GUARD.

Hrapquarrers 11ta Brigape N, G 8. N. Y.,
Broor1yx, December 20, 1866, %
Wi Irving, Adjutant General @

General—Pursuant to paragraph 527 of General Regulations, T
have the honor to transmit herewith the statements in writing
subscribed by the commandants of the several regiments of my
brigade, showing the particular manceuvres and exercises practiced
in their regiments during the past year, .

“This brigade was ovdered for a fleld day of practice, at East
New Yorlk, on the 7th day of June last. The morning was devoted
to the practice of the several regiments by their commandants.
The afternoon was employed in the practice of the evolutions
detailed on the card hereio annexed.

I had designed to have a field day with the brigade in October,
and had, at the close of the parade in June, specially directed the
commandants of the several regiments to preparve their several
commands for the practice in the firings hy battalion in brigade
line of battle.

The parade of the second division in October was intended by
the commandant of the division to enable the brigade to have the
morning for practice in the fieid, but a change in the order which
converted the parade fo cne of ceremony, for the purpose of de.
livering medals by the city of Brooklyn to the volunteers, pre-
vented the carrying out of my purpese to have a field day for
practice this fall. '

In addition to the drills and parades of the several regiments of
this brigade, which have heen ordered by division, brigade and
regimental orders, within their own bounds, the 47th regiment
volunteersd to parade with the first division in the ¢ty of New
York, on the oceasion of the review by His Excellency the Com-
mander-iz-chief, on the 25th of November last, and on that ocea-
sion were highly complimented for their soldierly appearance and
movemens in column of march.

This regiment and the 23d and 52d regiments of my command
have made good progress in drill and discipline during the past
year, and have materially strengthened their position in numbers
as well as in efficiency.

The condition of the 56th regiment for want of uniforms has not
been able to drill with the brigade, except at two officer drills
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which were had at the State arsenal in Brooklyn, in October Iast,
during the past two years. The report of Colonel Adams, heve-
with returned, will fuily explain the position of this regiment,
and I have no hesitation in saying, that in future, as in the past
while this regiment had ifs uniforms, it will be prompt fo do its
duty.

The howitzer battery- atfached to my brigade, heing an inde-
peundent artillery organization, is not required by the regulations
to make a separate roturn. DBut it gives me great pleasure to be
able to say of the howitzer battery attached to this brigade, and
commanded at present by Captain Joseph S, Amore, that it is ene
of the most spirited commands in this division, and would, in case
of active service, be found one of the most useful organizations in
the National Guard of this State.

Respectfully yours, &ec.,
J. C. SMITH,
Brigadier General.

Heavquarters 230 Reamest, N, G S, N. Y.
Brooxvyxn, December 17, 1866. %
Major Bexvaray HAsKELL,
‘ Brigade Major and 4. 4. G-

Major—Pursuant to orders from brigade headquarfers, I have
the honor to report that the manceuvres and exercises practiced
by this regiment during the past year are as follows, viz:

Formation in line of battle.

The opening and closing of ranks,

Manunal of arms.

Breaking hy companies to right or left.

Marching in column at full distance.

Formation to left or right into line of battle.

Formation to the left or right into Iine of hattle by inversion.

Breaking by company to the rear, by the right or left into column.

Advancing and retiring by right of companies.

Forming the column forward snd faced to the rear into line of
battle.

Column at full distance faced to the rear into line of battle.

Formation of the column on the right or left into line of battle,

Marching by the flank, forming companies and platoons while
marching.
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Change of front perpendicularly, forward on first company.
Perpendicular change of front, to rear on first company.
Marehing by flank, changing direction by file formation by file
on the right or left icto line of batile,
Close column by division on first or other division.
Deployment of column on first or other division.
Breaking to rear by the right or left, into column by division.
Marching in column by division, breaking into companies and
forming divisions.
Marching in column at half distance, and changing directiomn.
Formation of squares,
Reducing squares.
Square in four ranks,
Redueing same.
Close column in mass upon leading or rear subdivision.
Marching in column closed in mass, and changing direction in
marching,
Taking distance by the head of column, and on the leading or
rear subdivision. :
Being in columm by companies to form divisions at a halt.
TFormation of column by divisions to the right or left into line.
Execution of the counter march, marching in double column
and changing direction.
Column in route,
Dress parade (regulations).
Dress parade (Torbett’s form),
Review (Torbett’s form).
T have the honor to be
Very respectfully your ob’t serv't,
C. E. PRATT, Col. 23d eyt

Hrspquarters 471 Recmuent, N, G. S. N, Y. %
BroOELYN, December 17, 1866,
General J, C. Sy,
- Commonding 11th Brigade, N. G. 8. N. Y.:
General—In accordance with paragraph 527 of General Regu-
lations, S. N. Y., I respectfully report that this regiment has been
exercised In all the movements of the school of the battalion,
except movements by inversion, during the past year.
Yery truly, your obedient servant,
: J. V. MESEROLE, Colonel.
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List of movementsmade during the year 1866, by the 52d Eegiment

10.
. Halt the line and dress it.

. By the right of companies to the rear into column.

. By the left of companies to the front.

. Forward into line right in front,

. Forward iuto line left in front,

. By the right of division to the rear into columa.

. Form division from a halt. ‘

. Form division while marching in column,

. Break by companies from division while marching,

. Change direction by the right flank.

. Change direction by the left flank,

2. Countermarch by companies.

. Countermarch by division.

- Column by division on first division right in front.

. Column by division on first division left in front.

. Column by division on fourth division right in front,
27,
28,
29.
30.
3l
32,
33.
34,
35,
886,
BT,
38.
39.

e N Al S o

Infantry N. G., 8. N. ¥.
Dress parade.
Opening and closing rauks.
Tace by the rear rank.
Face by the front rank.
Break by companies to the right.
Brealk by companies to the left by inversion.
Right into line wheel.
Left into line wheel.
Advance in line of battle.
Retreat in line of battle.

Column by division on fourth division left in front.
Column by division on fifth division left in front.
Column by division on fifth division right in front.
Double columm at half distance.

Double columm.

Double column from single column.

Deploy double column by double deployment,

On the right into line,

On the left into line.

Change front forward on first company.

Change front forward on tenth company,

Change front fo the rear on first company.

Change front to the rear on tenth company.






