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Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller
Governor of the State of New York
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Aibany, New York.

Dear Governor Rockefeller:

Pursuant to Section 190, Executive Law and Sectien 11, Military
Law of the State of New York, it is again my privilege to submit the

Ammual Report for the Division of Military and Naval Affairs for the
year 1963.

As Commander-in-Chief, I feel you can take great pride in the
accomplishments of the Division of Military and Naval Affairs. The
high efficiency maintained by the Military Forces of the State of New
York and its state of readiness to fulfill State and Federal missions
is reflected in this report.

T would Iike to call your attenticn to the fine help and
cooperation received from other agencies and departments of the Statey
from Headquarters First United States Army; IL United States Army Corps
and the National Guard Bureau. Our task was made less difficult and
more effective through the assistance and consideration given this

Division,
Respectfully,
oA
A. C. O'HARA
Major General, NYARNG
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To defend the State of New York in the event of
attack.,

To counteract the effects of all actions tending
to disrupt the normal processes of the State.

To provide emergency support for relief operations
in the event of natural disasters and civil defense
emergencies.

The New York Army National Guard of the United States
can be ordered to duty by the President or by the Congress

in case of war or national emergency. The Federal com-
mission is:

To provide a reserve component of the Army of the
United States.

To defend critical areas against land, sea or
airborne invasion.

To assist in covering the mobilization of other
reserve forces,

To maintain critical air defense positions in the
National Defense System.

To participate as units in all types of operations,
including offense in the United States or overseas.

The New York Air National BGuard has a similar Federal
Mission as the first line reserve of the Air Force.

"~ The New York Naval Militia provides the first line re-
serve forces and trained individuals for the active Navy
and Marine Corps.

The New York Guard provides continuity of our State
Military Forces in the event of mobilization of the Army
National Guard.



II THE STATE MILITARY MUSEUM

The Chief of Staff to the Governor has jurisdiction and
control of the State Military Museum located on the first and
second floors of the State Capitol in the east lobby.

. On the first floor is the Flag Room with its collection
of regimental colors from the Civil War and other conflicts
in which troops from New York State have participated. On
the second floor are displays of uniforms, weapons and mili-
tary equipment.

This museum was started almost one hundred years ago by
men from New York State who had fought in the Civil War and
the collection has grown until it is one of the largest of
its kind in the country. Only a part of it can be placed on
display at any one time.

During the year 1963, 22 Civil War Flags were restored
under the Flag Restoration Program.

42,000 visitors were conducted on tours of the State
Capitol by the Guide Service which includes a tour of the
State Military Museum.

II1 BUREAU OF WAR RECORDS

This Bureau under the supervision of the Chief of Staff
to the Governor has the following functions:

a. Maintains records and furnishes official
statements of service of New York residents who have
served in the Armed Forces of the United States, dating
from the American Revolutionary War.

b. During the year 1963 this Bureau received
1,015 inquiries concerning veterans of World War I,
Spanish Eﬁerican War, Civil War and Revolutionary War.
These inquiries were received from various veteran
organizations, families of veterans, veteran hospitals,
funeral directors and from the individual veteran of
World War I and the Spanish American War. '

¢. 300 telephone calls were received from various
State and Federal agencies, as well as from Undertakers,’
for verification of records of service of New York
Veterans.
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IV CAMP SMITH

Camp Smith, located on the Hudson River approximately
forty-five miles from New York City, is perhaps the best
known State military reservation in the Country. It serves
many State, Federal, military and civic¢ purposes. Set high
above spectacular vistas of the beautiful Hudson, it encom-
passes approximately two thousand acres and is the State’s
largest and foremost military installation operated for the
training of troops and law enforcement officers. Thekhigh
wooded hills to the west, north and east, together with their
far-flung stretches of timber and rough terrain, meet all the
requirements for small unit tactical field exercises, tactical
bivouac, field maneuvers, vehicle and tank driving training.

_ The Camp’s favorable geographical location in respect

to the State as a whole is best exemplified by the fact that
more than half of all the State’s Armed Forces personnel are
stationed within a fifty-mile radius of the reservation.
During the period from March until November, the Camp’s
facilities were utilized to the fullest extent by elements of the
New York Army National Guard, New York Air National Guard, New
York Naval Militia and New York Guard in the performance of
week=end duty training in the furtherance of appropriate basic
or advanced training missions. For the most part, week«end
training was devoted to weapons marksmanship, vehicle-driving
training and squad exercises, while the annual active duty
training concentrated on programs to increase unit efficiency
in the critical areas of fundamental and basic technigues of
modern warfare. The Camp’s excellent facilities contributed
impertantly to the success of this training.

Work started in 1962 by an outside contractor in the con-
struction of the initial phase of the Camp’s new water system,
the cost of which approximated $100,000, was completed in
December. Included in this project was the construction of a
water storage tank with a capacity of 500,000 gallons, together
with the laying of 1,050 lineal feet of ten-inch cast iron
pipes and fittings and 1,450 lineal feet of eight-inch cast
iron pipes and fittings. Supplemental phases of this project
call for the winterizing of the Camp’s water lines and the re-
placing of the pumphouse facilities. The expenditure of funds
has been authorized for additional wells and pumps, and it is
anticipated that this latter phase will commence in the fall
or winter of 1964. In addition, plans are under consideration
for a new sewage disposal plant, a new electrical service
system, and the widening of the Camp’s entrance road. Also,




under engineering design at the present time are plans for the
complete modernization and rehabilitation of the West Camp.

Other smaller projects and repairs for which contracts were
issued to outside firms were the following; Building #l, hot
water heater installed; Buildings #4, #25, #26, #56 and #60 to
#63, exterior painted; Buildings #70 to #75, exterior trim
painted; Buildings #70 to #75, masonry repointed; Building #70
new gas pump installed; Building #77, part of interior floor re-
placed; Building #84 storage room built; Building #86, new
roll-up door installed; Building #87, hot-water-heating system
boiler installed; Buildings #122 and #127, flashing repaired;
Eight (8) new power poles were erected in the East Camp} two (2)
in the West Camp, and one(l) at the incinerator.

Aside from a small staff of administrative and securit
personnel, a maintenance staff consisting of twenty-one (21
employees is directly responsible for the maintenance and opera-
tion of the entire Camp.

Camp Facilities Include:

Three known distance rifle and carbine ranges with firing
peints at 100, 200, 300, 500 and 600 yards.

One twenty-six-point pistol range with capabilities to in-
¢rease capacity to fifty-twe firing points.

One five hundred-inch machine gun range.
One sub-machine gun range.
One moving target range.

Range for firing 60 MM mortar and 50 Caliber machine guns
up to a distance of 1,200 yards.

Improvised areas for firing recoiless weapons, rocket and
grenade launchers, demolition and land mines.

Buildings:

Among the one hundred and thirty-one buildings of various
sizes and types are: a combined mess hall and kitchen capaple
of serving six hundred at a sitting; thirty-seven company-size
combined kitchen and mess halls to service a minimum of eighteen
hundred troops: a combination chapel and theatre seating one
thousand; a post exchange housing a canteen, restaurant, general



store, tailor and barber shops; USP&FO combined field main-
temnance shop servicing vehicles, mechanized equipment and
weapons belonging to organizations of the New York Army
National Guard located in the metropolitan area; eight over-
sized garage-type buildings for standby storage of Federal
vehicles and motorized equipment excess to armory training
requirements; warehouses for storing State and Federal
property; buildings for safeguarding of ammunition, chemical
warfare items and high explosives. Located in Post Head-
quarters building, and available for immediate occupancy, is
space and office equipment for use by Headquarters Staff,
New York Army National Guard, in the event of an emergency.

In addition, there are one hundred and forty-hutment-
type buildings for billeting approximately eighteen hundred
troops. A large parade ground is available for reviews and
military ceremonies. The Camp provides almost endless op-
portunities for outdoor play. Recreation facilities include:
Baseball and softball diamonds, handball and tennis courts
and two (2) swimming pools - one measuring 100¢ by 500°,

Bivouac:

Twenty (20) areas for bivouacking battalion and company-
size units.

Airstrip:

While the Camp’s 3,000-foot flight strip is for opera-
tional purposes tactical only, and is not equipped to handle
aircraft larger than an L-20, still, within its limitations
it provides the New York Air National Guard aviation units
with excellent facilities in the performance of their train-
ing missions. Use of the landing strip is coordinated by
Post Headquarters. Currently, the strip is closed pending
repairs.

Combined Field Maintenance Shop:

The Combined Field Maintenance Shop A is responsible
for third and fourth echelon repair of all automotive and
power equipment, artillery pieces, and small arms and signal
components within its zone of responsibility which runs
northward from Manhattan to Ogdensburg, and westerly to Utica.
The Shop is also responsible for ninety-four company-size
units and issues needed repair parts to twenty-four organi-
ation maintenance shops. Presently, the Shop employs fifty-
eight (58) skilled technicians and mechanics, all paid from
Federal funds.



State Radio Net:

The Camp operates a control station of the State Radio
Net which carries as much traffic as possible during the
regularly scheduled periods of daily operation. Post Head-
quarters, Shop A and the Camp’s USP&FO representatives make
the fullest use of the daily operational ﬁours to transmit
correspondence, thereby reducing commercial telephone and
WX carrier loads.

Officer Candidate School:

The Empire State Military Academy, an accredited National
Guard Bureau School, operated by the Division of Military and
Naval Affairs, conducts Branch School #1 at Camp Smith annually
each summer. The alternative periods of classroom and field
training provided at Camp Smith during the summer phase of
the school is the most important part of the program. The
specific purpose of the Academy is to develop and train
highly gualified individuals for a lifetime career as offi-
cers in the New York Army National Guard. The instruction is
carefully designed to furnish the candidates with the highest
type of proficient and effective leadership, both special and
technical. The outstanding training efficiency rating main-
tained each year by the Academy is due in no small part to
the excellent facilities afforded at Camp Smith. A more
detailed report on the Empire State Military Academy is con-
tained in Chapter Five of this report.

Week-end Firing:

Week-end duty training assemblies were conducted from
the first of April until the end of October. Facilities were
ntilized to the fullest extent with individual weapons firing,
both familiarization and qualification; vehicle driving train-
ing; close order and squad tactical training. These week-end
drills also provided excellent opportunities for organiza-
tions to train personnel in transporting of troops to and
from home stations, etc. Included in the 1963 week-end train-
ing was the 42nd Aviation Battalion’s use of the airstrip for
gn;the;%ob training consisting of helicopter landings and

ake~offs, ‘

Active Duty Training:

Being an approved National Guard field training station,
the Camp’s excellent facilities are very much in demand by
small non-divisional units of the Ammy National Guard,
ground and radar tactical elements of the Air National Guard,
and divisional engineering battalions in the performance of
their respective annual active duty training. In anticipation



that the entire West Camp would be closed to troops due to
planned rehabilitation of that area -- which construction
failed to materialize when the State Legislature declined
to provide the necessary funds -- the scheduling of annual
gctive duty training periods were considerably curtailed.
Even so, the following units performed 1963 summer training
at Camp Smith:

102nd Engineer Battalion, {-Co B and E}, New York
Amy National Guard.

Headguarters & Headgquarters Detachment, New York
Army National Guard

199th Army Band, New York Ammy National Guard

105tk Military Police Company (PC3), New York
Army National Guard

719th Transportation Company (Stage Area), New
York Army National Guard

Company E. 16th Special Forces Group, New York
Amy National Guard

10lst Signal Battalion, New York Army National
Guard

Empire State Military Academy (Officer Candidate
School)

Among the construction projects accomplished by the
102nd Engineer Battalion during its field training at Camp
Smith - and without expense toc the State were:

Preliminary work on an outdoor vehicle storage
area in the North Camp

Removal of fallen trees for fire trail im bivouac
area

Improvement of drainage and surface from RJ 385
to the gate

Installation of two poles with chain at Rea Hook
Road entrance

Repair of culvert behind Range #3

Improvement of outlet in creek bed for better
swimming pool drainage
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Repigr of washed out Points 1, 2 and 3 on Range
Preliminary work of installing tank firing tables
I, IT and III on Range #2

Construction of two outdoor amphitheatres in the
vicinity of Range #6

Construction of push-up back stop on Ranges #i,
#2, #3 and #6

Building of three skid-mounted portable latrines

Insertion of new concrete slabs in front of
Building #84 I

Construction of new concrete ramp adjacent to
Building #86 )

Preliminary work on conmstruction of wash stand in
{50 X 100} behind enlisted men’s swimmidg pool

Regrading around edge of wash stand in East Camp
and installation of three power pejles at morth-
east corner . .

Repairs and improvement to bivouac sites {during
utilizati engJ

Constructed catch basin adjacent to Building #49

New York State Marksmanship Matches:

The annual New York State Rifle and Pistol Championship
Matches were held at Camp Smith from 26 May to 31 May. More
than three hundred hand-chosen members of the New York Amy
National Guard, the New York Air National Guard, New York
Naval Militia and New York Guaxd competed for one hundred
sixty-three prizes and fifty medals. Once more these Matches
proved to be highlights of the marksmanship year and aided
immeasurably in selecting individuals for the State team
which competed in the National Matches at Camp Perry, Ohio.

Active Amy - USAR - USMCR:

Throughout the year, when the use thereof did not inter-
fere with the requirements of the State military forces, the
Camp’s facilities were made available to units of the United
States Army, Amy and Air National Guard from other states,
United States Army Reserves, United States Marine Corps
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Reserves and the Reserve Officer Training Corps of colleges
and high schools for the accomplishment of their respective
marksmanship and field training missions.

Law Enforcement Agencies:

&. From March through November, the New York City office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation conducted a school and
weapons course at Camp Smith for the training of its agents
and other law enforcement officers. A total of forty-nine
(49) firearms schools were conducted with approximately 4,000
special agents and 1,000 police officers trained in the use
of firearms, making a total of 5,000 man~training days, the
largest training schedule conducted by the FBI in its history.
In this regard, the FBI utilized its own special police course
ranges which it constructed and maintains and services along
with other facilities made available te it, without expense
to the State.

It is anticipated that the Federal Government, in 1964,
will authorize an appropriation of about $9,000 for the com-
plete rehabilitation of the FBI classyroom building. The
modernization plan calls for, among other things, the construc-
tion of & new roof, new floor, new drainage, ete.

b, From early March through mid-December, the Division
of State Police also utilized the facilities made available
tce it for the training of its members in weapon proficiency.
In this connection, three (3} instructors were assigned to
Canp Smith for the purpose of conducting classes daily in
the use of firearms for approximately 450 officers from Long
Island, New York City, Newburgh, Rhinebeck, Brewster, and
other barracks in the southeastern area of the State.

Civilian Rifle Clubs:

Due to the withdrawal of Federal funds in support of
ranges, civilian rifle and pistol c¢lubs could not be accom-
modated. Although every effort is being made to permit such
organizations use of the ranges on Sundays following departure
of troops, unless some funds are forthcoming to support said
ranges, it remains problematical whether this accommodation
can be afforded.

Youth Organizations:

The Camp®s facilities were also made available to the
Boy Scouts of America and other approved youth organizations
on a number of occasions when the use thereof did not inter-
fere with the Camp’s military needs.
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Amphi b oug Re

izt Amphibious Fegone
tional Guard, whoss

o st Sh 2 individuals have bean
carefully sslec igf and ~i: fi 'w;nl 1;aan1n§ in rvescue
operations. $%9 i {7} two-and-one-half
ten amphibicus trocks wh songtant state of
preparednessg ready to m,xe 1%%@ action in flood sr other
emergencies on an hour’s notice.

United States Proverty and Fiscal Office:

Begides operating Combined Field Maintenance Shop A at
Camp Smith, the JSP&?@ ig furnished:

a., oStorage and warehouse facilities for the storing and
safeguarding of | @&%Yﬁ% eguipment, ammunition and chemical
warfare items.

be Buildings and areas for storing vehicles and equip-
ment reguived by units for field ftraining but sxcess to armory
reqgul rements .

c. DBulldings for Crganization Maintenance Shops Hos. 27,
28, 29 and 52, opsrated by the 102nd Engineer B&ttaiiaﬁ;
10ist Signal Battalion; end lst and dnd Howitzer Battalier
258th Arxtillerv--all New York Ammy National Guard.

d. Transpovtatien motor pool.

@, DBuildings for storage of Empire State Military
Academy equipment necessary for the operation of the school,
and for which the Canp Smith USP&FQ representative iz supply
officer.,

Civil Defense:

When the use thereof did not interfere with the train-
ing of the military, the facilities of the Camp were made
available to County and local directors of Civil Defense for
conducting training exercises. The Camp’s airstrip, when
operational, iz available to the Civil Air Patrol for emer-
gency searches thersby increasing its mission capabilities.

Assigned to Camp Smith at the reguest of the Wesichester
County Civil Defense Office, are two {2} rediological moniters
which are operated by two (2) of the Camp’s personﬂel who ‘
were trained in the cperation of same at the County’s Civil
Defense School. -
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Fiscal Summary:

Federal and State funds in excess of $210,000 were
expended during 1963 for the maintenance and operation of
Camp Smith. For this more than 50,000 persomnnel of military,
law enforcement, civilian agencies, etc., trained andfor
benefited from the wide variety of facilities afforded here.
In addition, salaries paid Federal personnel employed in the
Combined Field Maintenance Shop A, USP&F0 warehouses and
Concentration Site, and Organization Maintenance Shops,
totaled more than $400,000.

vV PUBLIC INFORMATION ACTIVITIES

The Information Office of the Division of Military and
Naval Affairs covered a number of outstanding events in con-
nection with the State Military Forces during 1963, result-
ing in State-wide newspaper, radio and felevision publicity.

Another annual activity of the Information Office is the
distribution of thousands of pamphlets, car cards, highway
billboard postexrs and radio and television shows received
from the National Guard Bureau in Washington. These are
distributed in support of community relations and recruiting
programs of the New York Ammy and Alr National Guard te units
throughout the State.

The New York Insexrt of the National Guardsman Magazine,
which is prepared and edited in this office, with distribu-
tion to Members of the legislature, Press and State Govern-
ment, was acconplished monthly during the year.

During the course of the year, the Information Office
filmed in 16mm color highlights of the major activities of
the State Military Forces. Armmory dedications, field train-
ing, new developments in modern warfare and many other out-
standing events were covered in which the New York Army and
Air National Guard and the New York Naval Militia participa=~
ted. Selected episocdes of this filming are used as a visual
aid by General 0’Hara in bringing up to date the story of the
State’s Military Forces.

Regular and systematic coverage by the Information Office
of many activities during the year gained excellent photo
publicity in newspapers throughout the State.

Rendering support and extending infermation techniques
to unit Information Officers throughout the State is an
important phase of the work in this office. This service is
available at all times to unit Information Officers who re-
quest advice and suggestions in handling local radio, TV and






