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REPORT.

Hon. S. F. N1xoN, Speaker of the Assembly, Albany, N. Y.:

IR—I herewith submit the annual report of the State His-
S torian. While the business of the office has steadily and
healthily increased in many respects, the office force remains
substantially as it was during the second year of its existence. Not
only has the correspondence increased to an inordinate extent, but
the queries that have been submitted and answered, from all parts
of the country, have in themselves formed no inconsiderable part
of the work of the department. The nature of the questions
submitted for decision, ranging from those of a purely genealogical
nature to those of an important historical \character, indicates
not only the growing interest of the people all over the country in
historical studies and historical pursuits, but has resulted ‘practically
in the maintenance of a bureau of information for the dissemination
of historical knowledge of all kinds and character.

In other respects the department has expanded. The mere work
of transcribing official records is in itself comparatively an easy
task, but the real labor is involved in preparing and editing the
work for the printer, in reading proofs, guarding against inaccu-
racies of any description, in transcription, in composition and
in typographical corrections, and in distributing the volumes after
they are printed and bound. During the year 1900 this office
printed and distributed three volumes of the Public Papers of

George Clinton, and delivered to the state printer two volumes of

886222
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the Ecclesiastical Hlstory 0{ the State of Nevy York, under author-
ity of the provision made in- the suppky bill of 1899 and 1900. The
number of volumes distributed by this office during that period
aggregates 10,490.

In addition to the varied nature of this work, the correspond-
ence of the office was scrupulously maintained, and every querj'
that was submitted was answered without unnecessary delay. The
report on the work of the Dutch Records Department was trans-
mitted to the Senate January gth. The present report embraces the
military appointmentsof the Council of Appointment, covering the
period from the signing of the treaty of Paris in 1783 to 1821,
when, under the action of the Constitutional Convention of that
year, the Council of Appointment ceased to exist. Properly to
_ elucidate this matter, it was deemed essential to prepare chapters
on the constitutional history of New York during the colonial
period, and on the conditions that existed at the time of the adop-
tion of the first constitution of this State. What originally had
been intended-as a brief outline has expanded into a lengthy treatise,
covering the period from the earliest Dutch times to the separation
of the province from the mother country.

I remain,
Very respectfully,
HUGH HASTINGS,

STATE HISTORIAN.
StatE CapiTOL, ALBANY, April 20, 1901.
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CHAPTER L
THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW YORK DURING COLONIAL TIMES.

OR many years after the settlement of the colonies the inhab-
F itants bestowed but little thought and attention upon the
proposition of self-go{'efnment. The duties of citizenship con-
cerned them but remotely. Fictitious ideas prevailed and exagger-
ated rumors were circulated over Europe concerning the wealth
and the possibilities of America, which, united with the air of
mystery and of romance that enveloped the new country, attracted
the curiosity and aroused the cupidity of the most wayward and
most reckless classes of the old world. These early colonists dis-
played conspicuous courage in crossing the great trackless waste in
their tiny shallops and in }acing and braving the unknown dangers
they encountered during the voyage and the multitudinous priva-
tions after their arrival. As developers of the new country, however,
they were pronounced failures, for as a rule they were shiftless, indo-
lent, dependent and irresponsible. What a discouraging ‘outlook is
given on the arrival of Director General Kieft in New York in 1638!
The'official records report that many of the farms were devoid of
tenants and of cultivation or had been thrown into common, that
trading vessels with one exception were in bad condition, 'that the
houses were out of repair, that only one sawill out of three was
in operation, that the fort in New Amsterdam lay 'in a state of
dilapidation and decay, and that the site of the magazine was scarce
discoverable. In 1656 Van der Donck paints a different picture.
He states that people of property had now settled in New York, that



2 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

good buildings had been erected, fine farms cultivated and'excellent
pasturage and orchards maintained,; whereas before this period the
emigrants were adventurers, who had brought in little, carried
away much and thought nothing of the common good. ‘Before the
West India Company began to exercise the'arbitrary prerogatives
granted by its articles of incorporation, the settlements of New
Netherland consisted merely of a few trading posts, with surround-
ing forts that had been -erected for their protection. Military as
well as civil authority was vested in the commandant of these forts.

As a creature of 'the States-general, the West India Company,
the declared rival of the French for the Canadian fur trade, managed

- affairs 'in the colony with -an iron hand. Scant consideration was
given the settler. The policy of the company was purely com-
mercial, and in the furtherance'of that policy the powers of govern-
ment, executive, legislative and judicial, were delegated to .a director-
general or a governor and his council; the latter consisting of an
indefinite number of persons, generally not exceeding six, who
were appointéd by the governor. The official acts of the governor
were subject to the approval of the company, and the company was
subordinate to ‘the States-general, who exercised 'general super-
vision and in whom was vested the ultimate sovereignty. The
colonial government and colonial laws closely followed those of the
fatherland, but an indulgence was conceded to a citizen across the
sea that was withheld from the settler in the colony.

Severe as were the restrictions, political and religious, under the
Dutch, the colonists.enjoycd life far more advantageously under
the rule of the English. Ostensibly they exercised all the freedom
of Englishmen, under the declaration of Governor Fletcher “there
are none of you but are big with the privileges of Englishmen and
Magna Charta,” but, in reality, they had no voice in governing
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themselves—the King and his Council dictating, often framing and
systematically executing all laws.

Liberty of action was restrained as arbitrarily as liberty of speech
was suppressed. To successive governors the Crown issued the
same sort of repressive instructions. “Allow no person to use a
printing press on any occasion whatever ” was one of the orders
received by Governor Dongan, of New York, and by Lord Effing-
ham, one of Virginia’s early governors; while the sentiments of
those in authority during the time of Cromwell are reflected in the
expressions of Sir William Berkeley, Governor of Virginia, who
declared for King Charles II and who gave thanks to God that
thefe were no free schools nor printing; “ for learning has brought
heresy and disobedience and sects into the world, and printing has
divulged them and libels against the best government. God keep
us from both!” The damage to history by this barbaric policy is
irreparable and incalculable. The palitical and legislative history
of the province of New York under the proprietary government of
James, Duke of York, is buried under the prejudices and bigotry
of the age; for the acts of the governors and the transactions of the
councils were intrusted to the uncertain care of manuscripts which,
by constant handling and frequent mutilation, have become de-
fective, imperfect and consequently worthless. Viewed from the
standard of ethics, morals and liberty of the twentieth century, the
meek submission and the refulgent humility of the colonists of the
seventeenth century are as inexplicable as their willingness to con-
tribute cheerfully and generously to the support of the home gov-
ernment was admirable. The steadily developing prosperity of the
colonies became a source of unfeigned jealousy to England, whose
exchequer was often stripped and laid bare through the extrava-

gances of the reigning monarchs. With the growth and expansion
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of the colonies, however, and with a keen appreciation of their
political dependency and helplessness, there was barn the perfectly
natural ambition to participate in the responsibilities of government
to secure a voice in the disbursement of moneys to which the
colonists in part contributed, particularly in the imposition and in
the collection of taxes. In the first charter of freedoms and exemp-
tions the colonists were allowed the hollow concession of appoint-
ing a deputy, who was permitted under certain conditions to give
information to the director-general and Council. The duties of the
deputy fell far short of the dignity of zlldvisory. His knowledge of -
the colony and of the Indians was technical and thorough, and
was utilized to supply the deficiencies of the governor and Council
whenever a crisis occurred; but when he presumed to suggest re-
forms or propose remedies for existing evils and abuses, he was
promptly removed from office, for leading to “ dangerous conse-
quences.” '

" Charles II in one of his impulsive humors had granted representa-
tive government to Connecticut and Massachusetts. It was not,
however, until the arrival of Colonel Thomas Dongan that
New York obtained a semblance of representative government. Of
the early governors of New York, Dongan seems to be the broadest
gauge and the most enlightened and progressive. He was an
avowed Papist, and was sent by his royal master, James, Duk.e of
York, who had received from Charles II the grant of territory com-
prising New Jersey and New York, to introduce papacy in a coun-
try where more hostility existed against it than sympathy for it.
Like a good soldier, in the enemy’s country, Dongan moved cau-
tiously and conservatively. He had arrived in New York in August,
1683, eleven months after his appointment, and had been received

by the colonists with marked tokens of honor. James had ordered
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him to call an assembly of representatives, and accordingly on
October 17, 1683, the representatives of the people of New York
met, for the first time, in assembly in New York City. The sessions
continued until November 3d. This assembly enacted laws in effect
that the supreme authority under the king and duke “ shall for-
ever reside in a governor, council and the people met in general
assembly; ” the exercise of the chief magistracy shall be vested in
a governor, assisted by a council. who is to govern according to law;
the oldest of the council shall act in the absence of the governor;
assemblies shall be held triennially; the legislative power shall rest
with the governor and council and twenty-one representatives and
as many more as his Royal Highness shall deem necessary; the
representatives shall appoint their times of meeting and to adjourn
from time to time at their will—to be sole judges of the qualifica-
tions of their own members—to be free from arrest while “ sitting
and going and coming;” no tax shall be imposed but by consent
of the three powers, governor, council and representatives; bail
allowed except for treason and felony; no freeman compelled to
receive soldiers into his house but in time of war; no court shall
have power to issue execution against any man’s land, to be sold
or otherwise disposed of without the owner’s consent; all persons
professing faith in God by Jesus Christ, to have free and full liberty,
unmolested to exercise the mode of worship agreeable to th&n, pro-
vided they do not disturb the good people; and that all the Christian
churches in the province shall enjoy the same privileges as
heretofore. |

The province was divided into shires and counties—New York,
Westchester, Ulster, Albany, Dutchess, Orange, Richmond, Kings,
Queens, Suffolk; and Dukes and Cornwall counties, which lay

beyond the boundaries of the province. Equally important was
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the act determining the jurisdiction of the courts of justice—town
and county, courts of Oyer and Terminer; and a court of Chancery
to be regarded as the Supreme Court. During the sessions of 1685
and 1686 charters were granted to the cities of New York and
Albany respectively. The hope of the colonists for better things
was short-lived, however. The Assembly promised by the Charter
of Liberties and Privileges never convened; for in February, 1685,
Charles II died, his brother James ascended the throne,and as James
the King repudiated many acts of James the Duke; the charter was
promptly vetoed and the Assembly was abolished. The governor
returned to the monopoly of executive, legislative and judicial au-
tocracy.

At this juncture Louis XIV of France was recognized as the
most powerful sovereign in Europe. James on his accession to the
throne had promised “to preserve the government both in church
and state as it is now by law established ”—a statement that com-
pletely disarmed his people of any suspicion that might have been
entertained regarding his Catholic proclivities. The declaration had
scarcely been known ere he attempted to make a religious coalition
with the House of Bourbon. His campaign was well under way
before his people discovered his duplicity. In England, Scotland
and Ireland Protestant officials were summarily ejected from office
and were succeeded by Catholics; officers of high rank in the army
were removed for no other reason than that they refused to bow
to the Church of Rome. The King’s headstrong, obstinate course
soon involved him into a network of difficulties that threatened dis-
aster. In America Dongan fell under the royal displeasure by his
failure to establish the church on a durable footing. Whether the
clear-headed Irishman yielded to local sentiment and influence, or

whether he foresaw where the King’s tyrannical course would bring
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him, he procrastinated under the argument that the hostility of the
Five Nations to the Jesuits of Canada was the best safeguard for
New York.

New York had not escaped the wave of religious intolerance that
had been rolling over Europe during the' past half century. As
early as 1640, the Dutch records carry an ordinance prohibiting the
exercise of all other religions except the “ Reformed as it is at pres-
ent preached and practiced by public authority’” in the United
Netherlands. The following year, however, the phlegmatic Dutch
revoked this arbitrary mandate and “allowed the good number of
respectable English people” “the free exercise of their religion.”
The spirit of the times hardly justified freedom of worship. The
power of the state was systematically and often unprincipally exerted
in promoting and maintaining the religious denomination of that
state. The persecution of the English by the Dutch in 1640 was
no more sinister or reprehensible than the persecution of the Jews
by the Catholic rulers and the persecution of the Catholics and the
Jews subsequently by the Church of England. As far back as
1644, the great and good Father Jogues, the first Catholic mission-
ary to New York, found that the colony harbored Catholics, English
Puritans, Quakers, Lutherans, Anabaptists called Mnistes [ Mennists
or Mennonites as they are known to-day], and Dutch Reformers,
and that an order was in force denying ‘ public worship” to all
but Calvinists. And yet in 1700 the statute book was defaced by a
law which ordered that every popish priest who came into the prov-
ince voluntarily should be hanged, recalling the forty-four years of
Queen Elizabeth’s reign, during which thirty priests and five
sympathizers were executed.

Peter Stuyvesant had exacted from his conquerors the stipulation
that liberty of conscience'and church government should prevail
then and forever—a stipulation that Governor Dongan was not dis-
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posed to repudiate. His royal master, with overweening confidence
in his ecclesiastical supremacy, disregarded every obligation that
a just and honest monarch would recognize and honor, and was
finally undone by the rallying cry for William and Mary, “a free
Parliament and the Protestant religion!” With the fall of James
the common contest against Catholicism ended, but hardly had
William and Mary assumed the reins of government ere the ques-
tions of religious toleration and freedom of worship began to be
agitated anew. To attain this end, royal patronage was prostituted
in a manner and for, purposes that, even in these days of alleged
corrupt politics, would excite a prodigious cry of condemnation.
The colonial governors in the main were blundering, worn-
out, and incompetent soldiers, or poor and worthless scions
of nobility, whose contempt for the colonists was only equaled by
their ignorance of the country they were sent to govern. As a rule
they allied themselves with the so-called aristocratic party of the
colony—the time-servers of the Crown.

No better illustration of the subserviency of that class to royal
influence can be found than in the address which the House of Rep-
resentatives made April 18, 1691, to Governor Henry Sloughter,
the notorious and contemptible creature who was responsible for
the disgraceful episode, known as the Leisler-Milborne murder.
“In all most humble manner” the representatives “ heartily con-
gratulate your Excellency’s arrival in this government” that as in
their “ hearts we do abhor and detest all the rebellious, arbitrary

” «

and illegal proceedings of the late usurpers; so we do from the

bottom of our hearts with all integrity acknowledge and declare,
that there are none that can, or ought, to have right to rule and

” <

govern their majesties’ subjects here;” “and therefore we do sol-

emnly declare, that we will with our lives and fortunes, support and
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maintain the administration of your Excellency’s government.”
One of the laws passed this year, ordained that no person or per-
sons ““ which profess faith in God, by Jesus Christ, lhis only sonn,
shall at any time be any wayes, molested, punished, disturbed or
disquieted, or called in question for any difference in opinion or mat-
ter of conscience in Religious Concernment who doe not under that
pretence disturb the civil peace of the province;” that all persons
were entitled to meet freely at convenient places to worship accord-
ing to their respective persuasions “always provided that nothing
herein mentioned or contained shall extend to give Liberty for any
persons of the Romish Religion to exercise their manor of wor-
shipp contrary to the Laws and Statutes of their majesties King-
dom of England.” Under the guise that “prophaneness and Liscen-
tiousness hath of late overspread this province,” it was ordered
that “ good sufficient ” Protestant ministers should officiate in the
city of New York and the counties of Richmond, Westchester and
Queens, and that the cost of maintenance should fall upon the

province.
Captain Richard Ingoldesby; who became involved in the Leisler

affair, Benjamin Fletcher, who succeeded Sloughter, and Lord Corn-
bury were no improvement over the early type of governor, for
they represented an aggregation of executive incompetency blended
with irrepressible rapacity unequaled in the history of colonial
America. Fletcher and Cornbury surpassed all their predecessors
in their determination to strengthen the Church of England in the
province, the former openly advocating the establishment of a dio-
cese in charge of the bishop of London. Discovered in a scheme to
enrich himself by fraudulent practices, and accused of being a part-
ner of pirates on the coast, charges were preferred against him, and
were sustained. As an official Fletcher stretched the patience of
even the debauched home government and he was recalled.
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“ The true nursing father of the church,” Edward Hyde, Viscount
Cornbury, was preceded to this country by his reputation—that of
a spendthrift and bankrupt. He had squandered his patrimony,
been dunned by his creditors, and hounded by money-lenders until
his cousin, the Queen, Anne—whose father, James I, married the
sister of Cornbury’s fatfler—sent him to America to retrieve his
shattered income. The grandson of the notorious Edward Hyde,
the first Earl of Clarendon, chief legal adviser to Charles I, and
Lord Chancellor of England under Charles II, impeached as such
and driven in disgrace from England, Cornbury inherited many vices
and by environment acquired more. He met with as much resist-
ance as his predecessors in his plans to promote the church, but sur-
passed them all in high-handedness. His arbitrary seizure of a Pres-
byterian parsonage at Jamaica, Long Island, and his complacency
in presenting it to the Episcopal church, started the clashes between
the Assembly and the Governor that grew fiercer as time went on
and as the financial exactions shifted from the oppressive to the
tyrannical. Nor was he content to stop here. Personal liberty
was trampled under foot repeatedly by this degenerate son of the
nobility. Two Presbyterian ministers from Virginia had preached
in New York without a license. They were thrown into prison by
order of the Governor. At their trial the judge instructed the jury
to return a special verdict until the law on the subject could be
determined; but the jury, keenly sensitive of the blow that was
struck at the liberty of their countrymen, promptly acquitted the
pﬁsoners. Not satisfied with contracting heavy debts to every
tradesman who would trust him, Cornbury degraded the dignity of
his high position by using its vast resources repeatedly to defy
his creditors. The Assembly had acted most liberally toward
him. He was allowed £1,800 for the defence of the frontier
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and a gift of £2,000 to defray the expenses of his voyage, but his un-
checked extravagance finally forced. him to embezzle large sums of
money that had been appropriated for public works and for the pro-
tection of the frontier. With these facts publicly known, he threw
the Assembly into a state of panic by spurious intelligence of a con-
templated French invasion, and under this ruse succeeded in filch-
ing £1,500 more of the public money that had been cpnﬁded to his
charge.

When the Assembly remonstrated against his practices, threat-
ened to establish a board to regulate and control public expendi-
tures, and insisted upon scrutinizing his accounts, they were met by
their governor in an angry speech and warned not to provoke him
to exercise “ certain powers ” which the Queen had vested in him.
He advised them to let him hear less about the rights of the house,
as the house had no rights beyond those permitted through the gracé
and good pleasure of her Majesty. The majority of the Assem-
bly—constituting the aristocratic party—which had served him with
unswerving loyalty, he now found opposed to him; and though he
repeatedly dissolved mutinous assemblies, one after another, it was
to find in the end that each succeeding body was more obstinate than
its predecessor. Eventually the Assembly refused point blank to
vote an appropriation for the support of government, until the Gov-
ernor rendered an accounting of his stewardship—the colonists un-
selfishly denying themselves the necessary concomitants of govern-
ment rather than countenance and encourage a corrupt and profli-
gate administration.

In the successive administrations of mismanagement, misgovern-
ment and corruption, where turbulence and warfare were the rule
between the governors and the House of Assembly, where the rights

of the colonies were disregarded and the privileges of the colonists
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ignored, there are three bright particular stars, whose lustre
strengthens with years, the administrations of the Irish Lord, Rich-
ard Coote, Earl of. Bellomont, Robert Hunter and William Burnet.
No governor ever assumed office with so thorough a knowledge of
his predecessor’s shortcomings or was expected to accomplish more
reforms than Bellomont. The Assembly welcomed him warmly,
“being well assured from the zeal which hath been so eminently
conspicuous in your lordship in Europe for the best religion and
best constitution of laws.” They hoped to lay the foundation of a
“ lasting happiness to this province by uniting the minds of the peo-
ple, supporting the dignity of the government and establishing such
a constitution of laws as may forever exclude popery and slavery.”

Bellomont found “ the whole government out of frame.” He de-
plored the legacy which his predecessor left him. “ The fortifica-
tions, even the governor’s house,” were ‘ much out of repair.” He
lamemnts “the difficulties ” which he had * to struggle with;” “ a di-
vided people, an empty treasury, a few miserable, naked, hali-
starved soldiers, not half the King allowed, pay.” Where Fletcher
tried to destroy, Bellomont attempted to construct. The former
retarded the development of the province, the latter by his enlight-
ened and progressive policy materially improved it. Enjoying the
unlimited confidence of his sovereign, Bellomont, during his short
term as governor, exercised a most wholesome and salutary influ-
ence over the colonists. A library was established, shipping pro-
moted, printing encouraged, and education, which had been
neglected, stimulated. Unfortunately, however, Bellomont died
before the many reforms he had in contemplation were given an
opportunity to assume tangible or practical shape.

Robert Hunter, who came out in 1710 as governor, belonged to

a different type of man from any of his predecessors. He had de-
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scended from an old Scottish family and arisen from an apothecary’s
apprentice to a major-general in the English army, having served
under the late King William and the Duke of Marlborough. His
marriage to a peeress had brought a fortune and political power
to him. He had been appointed successor to Lord Lovelace,
governor of Ngw York, having previously been nominated lieuten-
ant governor of Virginia, but was captured in transit by a French
privateer and carried back to Europe. He was a man about town,
thoroughly equipped as a French scholar—many of his letters on
file in the State Library at Albany bearing testimony to that effect—
an accomrplished writer, a trained diplomatist, a courtier, liberal in
his ecclesiastical views, with a pardonable prejudice in favor of the
Church of England. America had already become the haven of
the persecuted of all countries. In the eighteen years between 1678
and 1696, the population of New York City had nearly doubled, ad-
vahcing from three thousand four hundred to six thousand, while
the population of the province had swelled to thirty thousand per-
sons. The infamous practice of transporting felons to America and
the detestable slave trade which had now been substantially estab-
lished, produced upon the cause of labor the most pernicious effects,
stamping it with the stigma of disgrace in the one instance and in-
volving a contraction of wages in the other.

From the first Hunter won the respect of the colonists. In his
opening address to the Assembly he declared he should endeavor by
a most impartial administration to demonstrate he had “ nothing
more at heart than the welfare and prosperity of the country.” All
his official transactions bear the mark of superb tact. During one
of the periodical mutinous outbursts of the Assembly, the annual
appropriation bill for the maintenance of government was killed.

In his address at the opening of the succeeding session the Gov-
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ernor felicitously assured the Assembly that he would leave nothing
undone on his part to maintain the “ good understanding between
us, upon which in a great measure the quiet and prosperity of the
country depends.” He was accused, as he expressed it, of being
“ arbitrary, illegal, grievous, oppressive, unjust and destructive ”—
“ the softest terms.to my administration ”"—but if there were color
for these expletives, he declared himself not only “ unfit to govern
but unworthy to live.” He asserted that his interests were identical
with those of the colonists, which he “took to be far from being
incompatible with those of the Crown.”

. It was General Hunter who was called upon to meet the vexatious
Palatine proposition. With an eye to the subjugation of Canada,
for the development of British commercial resources,and at the same
time to s‘trengthen the frontier, English politicians conceived a
scheme to colonize several thousand Palatines in New York. Free
transportation was given them, and Governor Hunter was expected
to secure lands upon which they were to settle. To sustain them
until they became self-supporting, the British government gave him
a grant of £10,000. At the outset he encountered a discouraging
obstacle from the reprehensible practices of his predecessors, who,
to nﬁllify the opposition of the House of Representatives, subsidized
the members by presents of large grants of land which were either
rented at extortionate rates to cultivators or held for exorbitant
prices by speculators. The average governor was no more than a
landjobber, and regarded the sacred trust and responsibility reposed
in him as mere stepping-stones to the acquisition of a fortune.
Governor Hunter was keenly sensitive of the delicacy of his posi-
tion. To the Board of Trade he wrote, under date of May 7, 1711:
“I have met with great opposition from many of the ill-disposed

inhabitants, who dayly insinuated that there were better lands for
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them on the fronteers.” He tried to convince the settlers there were
no pines on the frontier lands to enable them to follow the work
they were destined for, making pitch, turpentine and tar, but they
were recalcitrant and threatened to remove from Livingston’s
Manor to Schoharie. When the Palatines became too belligerent
the Governor disarmed them and revoked all military commis-
sions issued to them. A year later the Governor reported that
he had “at length exhausted all money and credit,” he “ was mas-
ter of for the support of the Palatines ” and embarrassed “ with dif-
ficulties which I know not how to surmount if my bills of exchange
be not paid.” He is not discouraged, however, “ having such ample
orders from her Majesty to subsist them that I doubt not her good-
ness to reimburse me.” He had the “testimony of a good con-
science in having done all that depended ” on him for the support
of the Palatines. The experiment involved a loss of twenty thousand
pounds sterling.

General Hunter had served the Crown and the colonists faithfully
and well. He unquestionably missed the gay society of London,
and the society of London was never more gay and attractive than
during the reigns of Anne and of the first George. This accom-
plished man of the world had been out of it nine years, and
none of the charms of New York could equal those of the
Haymarket, or the superior attractions of those gathering places of
the brilliant wits and celebrities of London, White’s; Will’s, Child’s
or St. James coffee-houses, where all his old friends were wont to
gather of an evening and discuss politics over their tobacco and
their bottle. Moreover, his financial interests in England were
large, and the necessity of attending to them, united with failing

health and his advancing years, forced him to surrender his

charge.
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His farewell speech and the reply of the Assembly reflect the
cordial relations which existed between the representatives - of
the Crown and of the people. The Governor assured the
Assembly as long as he lived he would be “ever watchful and in-
dustrious to promote the interests and welfare of this country, of
which I am under the stror;gest obligation.” He looked with pleas-
ure on the “present quiet and flourishing state of the people ” and
recalled “on how ” he found them ﬁpon his arrival. “ The very
name of party or faction seems to be forgot.” The response
of the Assembly was, up to that time, unprecedented in the annals
of the province for good nature. It dwelt upon “ your just, mild
and tender administration;” you have governed “well and wisely,
like a prudent magistrate, like an affectionate parent.”

Hunter’s successor, William Burnet, was the son of the learned
and pious Bishop of Salisbury, who was dismissed by his king for
delivering at the chapel at Rolls Court a sermon on the text-: “ Save
me from the lion’s mouth; thou hast heard me from the horns of the
unicorn.” Burnet lost a fortune in the South Sea bubble, which
Walpole had earnestly warned the people of England against. He,
like Hunter, was a cultivated man, with a reputation as an author
and astronomer. He married the daughter of a wealthy Dutch mer-
chant of New York, Abraham Van Horne. Burnet made but few
changes in the Council. He established relations of cordial fellow-
ship with the colonists in his opening address by declaring he was
“sensible of my unfitness to fill the room of my incomparable
predecessor.”

Burnet devoted his abilities and resources in promoting the inter-
ests of the colonies; he crushed the profitable French trade in Indian
goods between Albany and Canada; he paid for the building of the

fort at Oswego out of his own private funds; he was frugal in his
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expenditures, careful in managing, diligent in‘ protecting the
charges intrusted to him and strove sedulously to maintain the con-
fidence of the Assembly. .
The Palatine question had not been settled and continued to be
a source of annoyance. The Germans had abandoned the Liv-
ingston tract on the Hudson and wandered to “ the promised land
of Schoharie,” “a fortnight’s journey thro’ the snow which there

covered the ground above three foot deep;” where “ the miserys
those poor and almost famished creatures underwent were incredi-
ble.” Like Hunter, Burnet was an exceptionally strong and up-
right governor. He found the Palatines torn with dissensions; “ the A
cunningest among them fomenting their divisions” with the sole
purpose in view of depopulating the district, in order that the large
expanse of territory acquired by the Palatines from the Indians
should revert to the few families that would remain.

Burnet in 1721 erected the first English settlement in western
New York at Niagara for the p{xrpose of capturing the Indian fur
trade from the French, and a few years later, in 1727, carried out a
plan that was formulated by Lord Bellomont—the construction of
a stone fort at Oswego. Both Hunter and Burnet performed their
duties in a manner that was consistently honorable and conscien-
tious, and left behind them with the colonists a popularity which
none of their predecessors or successors ever attained.

Upon the death, March 10, 1736, of Governor William Cosby,
whose avarice and piracy brought frequent disturbances with the
Assembly, the colonists looked to Rip Van Dam, the wealthy and
distinguished merchant and senior member of the Council, as the
logrical successor. But the relations between the authorities and the
Governor were not improved or harmonized, when it was learned
that Governor Cosby, acting within his prerogatives, had suspended

2



‘

18 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

Van Dam the previous November and had failed to promulgate the
order. The Council, ignoring Van Dam’s protest and his refusal
to recognize the legality of the suspension, administered the oath
of office to George Clarke and issued a public proclamation, declar-
ing him to be president of the Council. Against Van Dam’s pop-
ularity with the people, Clarke received the support of the party of
influence—the aristocratic party. Van Dam demanded the seals
on the ground that as senior member of the Council he was entitled
to them, but Clarke shrewdly submitted the case to the King and
Van Dam was discomfited.

When the new Assembly met, June 15, 1737, Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor Clarke delivered a diplomatic speech, in which he trusted
“ everyone in his representative station and country may endeavor
to carry to perfection the good harmony that has already happily
begun in the province to which nothing shall be wanting on my
part,” assuring himself “ of the utmost success through your assist-

ance.
This speech was not received in a particularly friendly manner

by the Assembly, for on the 7th of September they brought in “ an
humble address ” which reflected the angry, rebellious spirit which
was gradually growing throughout the colony. They declared that,
“no government can be safe without proper checks upon those in-
trusted with power, and the wisest governments, where the chief
magistrates were elective, took especial care that it shouldlnot con-
tinue long in the same hands, experience having. taught them that
men, how much soever esteemed, had really not virtue enough for
so great a trust, and generally used it ill when they had it;” that,
“the true causes of the deficiency in the revenue ” were due to ex-
travagance, and that “ the miserable condition to which the prov-
ince is reduced renders the raising of large sums very difficult, if

not impracticable.”
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They “ beg leave to be plain with your honor and hope you will
not take it amiss when we tell you that you are not to expect that
we either will raise sums unfit to be raised, or put what we shall
raise into the power of a governor to misapply it if we can prevent
it; nor shall we make up any other deficiencies than what we con-
ceive are fit and just to be paid, and continue what support or rev-
enue we shall raise for any longer time than one year, nor do we
think it convenient to do even that, until such laws are passed as
we conceive necessary for the safety of the inhabitants of this colony,
who have reposed a trust in us, for that only purpose, and which
we are sure you will think it reasonable we should act agreeable to,
by the grace of God we will endeavor not to deceive them.”

During the greater part of the terms of office of Governors
Hunter, Burnet, Montgomerie and Cosby, England had reposed
under an unprecedented era of peace because of the determined
policy of her great prime minister, Robert Walpole. This rough,
uneouth and cynical statesman saw no glory in killing men and no
credit in harvesting a huge war debt. When France and Spain
entered into the compact to deprive England of her commercial
advantages in America—Spain to divert the American trade to
Franhce, and France to aid Spain on the sea, particularly in the
recovery of Gibraltar from England—Walpole promptly let down
the bars and permitted the Carolinas and Georgia to export their
rice to any part of Europe. From Cromwell’s time the hostility
to a large standing army, and to the billeting of troops upon the
people in times of peace, had been inflexible. The antagonism,
however, had been softened by the wise act of Parliament
during the first year of the reign of William, which declared
that the mutiny bill and the appropriation bill for the support of
government must be passed annually. In New York, however, for



20 : ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

over a quarter of a century, the appropriation bill had 'continued
for a period of five years at a time. At the outset of his adminis-
tration Governor Clarke—who had asserted “the constitution of
the government is such as his Majesty by his commission to his
governor directs, whereby the Governor with the Council and As-
sembly are empowed to pass laws not repugnant to the laws of
England ”—the Assembly, merely following the example of the
English parliament, limited the appropriation bill to one year. Gov-
ernor Clarke rebelled against the proceeding; but the Assembly
was firm, and in the end the Governor accepted the situation.

Twelve years later Governor Clinton and the Assembly were in
collision becausé, as the Assembly called it, of “the arbitrary and
illegal conduct ” of the Governor in endeavoring to rehabilitate the
so-called permanent support bill, in contradistinction to the annual
appropriation bill. Walpole had at last been frozen out of office;
the war with Spain was in progress—for, as Walpole sardonic-
ally put it, when the declaration of war was made, * they \are ringing
the bells now; they soon will be wringing their hands.”

Clinton brought to his office all the swaggering airs of a swash-
buckler. The second son of the Earl of Lincoln he was bred to the
sea and in 1716 commanded a ship. Sixteen years later he was
appointed governor of Newfouﬁdland and commodore of the British
squadron. In 1743 he was transferred to I‘\Iew York,* where he re-

mained as governor until 1753. By temperament, education and

* Dunlap quotes Dr, Abeel’s description of New York City in 1744-1746: ¢‘ On the
hill, near the run of the fresh Water [Collect Pond, the site of the Tombs] to the East
River was a wind-mill. Some years before this, there was a wind-mill between what is
now called Liberty and Courtlandt streets. Here it was that less than forty years ago,
the Indians still residing in the lower parts of the state, at particular seasons of the year,
came to the city and took up their residence until they had disposed of their peltry, their
brooms and shovels, trays and baskets. I have seen wheat growing, in 1746, where
St. Paul’s Church now stands. Then there were not twenty houses from Division
street to Fresh Water, 1 have seen in 1744 and afterwards, several Indian canoes
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disposition he was utterly unfit for the position of governor. He
was lazy, indifferent, truculent and careless; and, saturated with
the environment of nobility, he made no effort to conceal his
contempt for the colonists. He ridiculed the Assembly as a gath-
ering of “ordinary farmers and shopkeepers of no education or
knowledge in public affairs or the world,” and declared that “the
greatest members are foreigners or of foreign extract, many of
which do not understand the English language and are generally
led by some cunning attorney or reader of pamphlets.” The perma-
nent support bill was the rock on which he and the Assembly finally
split. Clinton was instructed by Whitehall to push this measure,
and in his endeavors was royally supported by the home govern-
ment and by the King. The Assembly resisted the proposition
with obduracy and at times with violence. They groaned under
“the grievous and heavy burdens of taxes born” by the province,
and declared that the success attending the annual support bill justi-
fied its continuance. The Governor denied access to the Assem-
bly committee that was delegated to carry the remonstrance to him.
In retaliation the Assembly fulminated another address, in which
the Governor’s conduct was denounced as tending “ to the destruc-
tion of all intercourse between the several branches of the legisla-
ture and the utter subversion of the Constitution of this Colony.”
The address further declared “ whoever advised his Excellency ” “ is

an enemy to the General Assembly.”

come down the East and North Rivers, and land their cargoes in the basin near the
Long Bridge [at the foot of Broad street]. They took up their residence in the yard
and store-house of Adolph Phillips; there they generally made up their baskets and
brooms as they could better bring the rongh material with them than the ready made
articles. When the Indians came from Long Island, they brought with them a
quantity of dried clams, strung on sea-grass, or straw, which they sold—or kept for
their own use, besides the flesh of animals, &c. Clams and oysters and other fish,
must have formed the principal food, together with squashes and pumpkins, of the
natives of the lower part of the state,”
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From the day the government party under the lead of Governor
Cosby had been defeated in their attempt to crush: John Peter Zen-
ger the liberty of the press was recognized as one of the estab-
lished institutions of America. Of this institution the colonists were
tenaciously jealous and proud. The press had never found a friend
in foyalty or encouragement from any one subsidized by royalty.
As soon as its influence pricked the public mind in England it was
throttled by a system of licenses. Henry VIII drove it into insol-
vency by star chamber proceedings. Elizabeth abased it by hu-
miliating and rigorous restrictions. The Long Parliament never
displayed any sympathy for it, but vied with royalty in shackling it.
Immediately after the Restoration, however, several rays of light fell
upon the cause, particularly by the passage of the act to regulate
printing. This statute expired by limitation in 1679. The Par-
liament was then in no mood to restore the censorship. The press
had no friend in Charles II, but, though it was manifestly a thorn in
his side, he showed no disposition to restrict its liberty. After the
death of Queen Mary, King William endeavored to revive the cen-
sorship, but both houses of Parliament rejected the proposition;
nor has the movement ever been renewed. During the reigns of
the first two Georges greater progress was made by the press in
America, where more stirring and exciting events were hap-'
pening than in England, where an era of torpor and quiet prevailed.
Any menace or threat, open or implied, in any way aﬁeciing the
press, was at once resented by the colonists. The charge of at-
tempting to restrain the liberty of the press was now made by the
Assembly against Governor Clinton, who was flatly informed that
all the governors were mere beggars—sent over to enrich them-
selves at the expense of the colonists. The Governor retorted,

" “you have no regard for decency!"’ He prorogued the Assembly
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time and again; ridiculed its assumptions of authority, and declared
its intention to wrest the administration of affairs from the hands
of his Majesfy’s Governor. He complained to the home office and
to the King.

The Assembly continued its headstrong, warlike policy. They
not only took patronage away from the Governor, but in effect con-
trolled all the nominations in the colony; assumed full charge of
all the fortifications, regulated the appointment of gunners and the
distribution of gunpowder. Relations were severely strained
and Clinton was reluctant to meet the Assembly “ without danger
of exposing the King’s authority and myself to conter:npt.” He
writhed under the encouragement the Assembly received from the
disinclination of the home government to let him proceed to ex-
tremes and dwelt upon the treatment they accorded.him—* they
have shamefully slandered and insolently treated the person and
character of his Majesty’s Governour of this province.”

The instructions to Clinton’s successor, the brother-in-law of the
Earl of Halifax, Sir Danvers Osborne, who hanged himself five days
after his arrival in this country, convey a fair reflection of the rela-
tions maintained between the representatives of the King on one
side and of the people on the other. Having stated that great dis-
putes existed between the several branches of the legislature, the
document proceeded to say, that the peace of the province in conse-
quence had been disturbed, government subverted, peace obstructed
and the prerogative trampled upon; that the Assembly had refused
to comply with the commissions and instructions respecting money
raised for the supply and support of government, and had assumed
the disposal of public ‘money, the nomination of officers and direc-
tion of the militia and other troops, the commander-in-chief was

enjoined to endeavor to quiet the minds of the people, to call to-
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gether the Council and Assembly and in the strongest and most
solemn manner to declare the King’s high displeasure at their neg-
lect and contempt to exact due obedience, to recede from all en-
croachments, to demean themselves peaceably, to consider with-
out delay of a proper law for a permanent revenue, solid, indefinite
and without limitation. And this occurred the year before the
Albany Congress of 1754, where Benjamin Franklin’s plan for a
general government was first disclosed.

Of the many men who exercised a wide and vigorous influence
over the proi'ince for many years, Chief Justice James De Lancey
and Cadwallader Colden stand conspicuous. In one sense of the
word they were rivals, for they were recognized at different times
as the power behind the throne. Both were men of transcendent
ability, lacking in the vices that rendered so many governors obnox-
ious. De Lancey had been Governor Clinton’s closet adviser at
the beginning of his term. A native of Albany, he had graduated
from the University of Cambridge, England, had adopted the pro-
fession of the law, practised politics, had been appointed by Gov-
ernor Cosby Chief Justice of the province and recommended to Clin-
ton as a shrewd adviser. Unfortunately he had quarrelled with
Clinton “ over their cups,” joined the opposition, stirred up as much.
strife and discord as he was capable of, but relented upon learning-
that the commission for lieutenant-governor had been issued to the
governor for him. Although De Lancey made delicate approaches.
toward the governor, the commission was withheld.

De Lancey was tactful and extremely puritanical in his methods.
There was never any equivocation in his position, practical poli-
tician though he was. As the representative of the people, he
found himself between two horns of a dilemma when he assumed.

the administration of affairs. The Crown and the Assembly both:
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claimed sovereignty. It was necessary for him to mollify both
without offending either. He was the first native-born American
who had been honored with the office of governor, and the people
in their selfish exactions failed to realize the obligations he was
under and the duty he owed to the Crown. Clinton had accused
him of talking one way to him and another to the Assembly, but
De Lancey’s disinterestedness was demonstrated when he vetoed
the legislative bill which appropriated for him as lieutenant-governor
the same salary which had been given to Clinton as governor,
stating as his reason that it was inconsistent with the royal instruc-
tions. The conflict between the people and the Crown over the
control of the executive department was well nigh irreconcilable,
and De Lancey was expected to harmonize the differences.
The Assembly declared in an address to the King that they
had been maliciously misrepresented. The Lords of Trade re-
sponded with acerbity. They charged the Assembly with the man-
agement and disposal of public money, and of usurping the func-
tions of the Crown generally. The reply of the Assembly was
rejected by order of the King. Matters proceeded from bad to
worse. Secretary Robinson wrote De Lancey expressing his con-
cern that the Assembly were unwilling “to exert themselves in
what is now so essentially the common cause of all the colonies.”-
The same day the Lords of Trade expressed surprise over the
Assembly’s “ conduct in so perilous a situation.” The French and
Indian war was now well under way and the colonists were not
disposed to surrender their prerogatives, when a rapacious and
tyrannical governor might arrive at any moment and squander the
appropriations they provided.

In the meantime New York prepared energetically and patriotic-

ally for the war that was upon it. No colony possessed a larger or
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more exposed frontier or a more important seacoast. Money was
promptly voted. Troops were quickly raised. The war situation
grew so grave that the Lords of Trade were disposed to yield.
Governor Sir Charles Hardy had arrived and brought with him a
letter in which the Lords of Trade commended New York for the
vigorous measures of defence that had been made.

The truce however was but short lived. The New York Assembly
complained that other colonies were permitted to make appropria-
tions in a manner that was denied this province. The question of
executive sovereignty was again debated with the Lords of Trade
on one side and the representatives of the people on the other. At
the height of the turmoil, De Lancey, who had done more for the
colony than any other governor in a generation, died September 30,
1760. Before the end of the year George III ascended the throne
and Cadwallader Colden became acting governor of New York.

Colden was one of the best equipped, best informed, all around
governors of colonial times. Since 1718, when he was appointed
surveyor-general by Governor Hunter, he had enjoyed the unlim-
ited confidence of each succeeding administration. When' Clinton
and De Lancey fell out Colden succeeded to the post of chief
adviser of the governor, and common rumor gave him credit for
writing all the former’s state papers. He was a native of Scotland,
a graduate in medicine of the University of Edinburgh, a scientist
of high standing, an author of international reputation, a politician
of the obsequious order, and a student who had made the needs,
resources and possibilities of the province a specialty. Without the
tact or the solidity of De Lancey, he brought to the position of
governor, which he was called upon to fill five times between 1760
and the outbreak of the Revolution, certain commendable qualifi-

cations never discovered in any of his predecessors.
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With the accession of the new King, a fresh conflict was threat-
ened. All commissions expired with the sovereign. Bench and
bar of the province were unanimous on the interpretation of law
and the remedies necessary for the protection of the bench and of
the people. In the defence of the liberties of the people they were
also a unit. They resented the proposition now before them that
judges should holdofficeonly “during his Majesty’s pleasure” instead
of “ during good behavior.” The Court of Chancery had been the
pet of Governor Burnet and had involved him in difficulties innum-
erable, owing to his inconsiderate conduct while playing the role
of Chancellor. He was no lawyer, but scattered decisions with a
gusto and an ‘abandon that swept the breath away from the people
who watched his remarkable exhibitions in the dispensation of
justice. A violent protest arose against ‘“ the extraordinary pro-
ceedings” of this court, whose “ violent measures,” it was claimed,
had ruined some persons and driven others out of the colony.
Resolutions denouncing it were adopted and the Assembly intem-
perately threatened to pass an act to nullify all its proceedings.
New York had manfully protested against the interference of the
executive power with the courts—a policy that was consistent and
that was to be followed in the adoption of the first State Consti-
tution; the courts were justified in attacking the power of the execu-
tive, but the executive must keep hands off the courts. When
Benjamin Pratt was imported from Boston and commissioned as
Chief Justice, the Assembly flatly and indignantly refused to vote
his salary. His colleagues on the bench presented a protest to
Colden declining to serve unless their new commissions read as
their old ones, “ during good behavior.” Pratt alone, of all the
judges served, “ during the pleasure of his Majesty” at the expense

of his private means, until the lieutenant governor directed that
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his salary be provided for from the quitrents—receipts belonging '

to the King from the vast tracts of uncultivated lands which had
been granted before 1708.

Despite the impositions that had been inflicted, New York was
neven parsimonious in providing for her governors. Considering
the large sum; annually appropriated and the extraordinary amounts
supplied from time to time for war expenses, for the defence of the
frontier and for the home government, the province was extremely
liberal in maintaining her royal functionaries. Nor should the
estimation in which the governor was held by the colonists be over-
looked. In the governor all the dignity and majesty of the province
and of the Crown were crystallized. His power was absolute, if not
despotic. He not only made the laws, but interpreted and executed
them and, when necessary, unmade them. He usurped the pre-
rogatives of the Assembly and of the courts; the Council were mere
automatons who danced when he pulled the string. No act of the
Assembly was placed on the statute book without his signature, and
no decision of the court was valid until he, as chief justice, passed
judgment; and in this respect he exercised powers denied to the
King, for his Majesty while permitted to sit on the King's
bench was prohibited from expressing judgment. Time and
again the governor was threatened with removal; now and then
charges were preferred against him, and once the grand jury was
urged to indict him for high treason. The governor who displayed
an interest in his trust beyond the financial was an anomaly.
None of them ever seemed to dream of the future possibilities of
the colony. He found it a rich field for plucking, and he took
advantage of opportunities as he found them. If at times his
methods of government were unduly severe, the motives which

inspired him, the baneful influences behind him, and the circum-
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stances surrounding him, should in fairness be considered. Unfor-
tunately, neither the governor or the colonist ever manifested a dis-
position to put himself in the place of the other. The colonist
regarded the governor as a tyrant, the governor looked upon the
colonist as a yokel. The former was not in a position to under-
stand the constant pressure under which the governor labored from.
the home office, and from the Lords of Trade, to raise money to
meet the chronic financial embarrassments of government; for when
England’s exchequer ran low, her colonies, from India to America,
felt the squeezing process to the limit.

For the times the governor’s salary was munificent. As far back
as 1700 his compensation was fixed at £1,500 with perquisites
amounting to £1,000 or £1,200 additional—consisting of funds for
maintaining a garrison at the fort and for the defence of the frontier.
Governor Cosby, who first suggested the stamp act and was sup-
pressed by Robert Walpole, who was responsible for the firing of
the first gun for the liberty of the press in America, and whose
flagitious’ g'reediness and wastefulness led Lewis Morris to demand
his removal, was handsomely provided for. He received as a salary
£1,560, with emoluments of £150 to pay his expenses to Albany,
£400 out of supplies for the fort, with another stipend to purchase
presents for the Indians and a present of £750 as a lobbyist, against
the sugar, bill before Parliament—a measure that was regarded as
inimical to the prosperity of the colony. Every governor who
came to New York poor returned to England with a fortune. The
shrewdest of all was Clarke, who first appears as secretary of the
province under Cosby; then as a member of the Council. He dis-
parages New York and discourages candidates for governor from
crossing the ocean because of the wretched prospects he pictures to

them, while he industriously gathers in affluent fees, and at the end
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of seven years carries home to England the snug fortune of one
hundred thousand pounds sterling. Better educated than Clarke,
but with less natural ability, Clinton acquired the comfortable com-
petency of £80,000 during his sojourn in New York. Even persons
so puritanically disposed as De Lancey and Colden were not be-
neath dividing the emoluments of the governor, when their chiefs
left them in charge of affairs, De Lancey with Sir Charles Hardy,
who preferred to command the naval expedition against Louisburg,
and Colden with General Robert Monckton, when the latter took
command of the Martinique expedition. Up to the time of Dun-
more, the Assembly faithfully voted the governor’s annual salary
of eighteen hundred pounds sterling, with the usual garnishings for
Indians, visits to Indians, supplies for the fort, visit to Albany,
always the occasion for great formality and solemnity, as a sloop
was especially fitted up for the accommodation of “ his Excellency ”
and suite, for the “long and perilous voyage.” But when the taxes
of the province were swelled beyond all reason for the burdens
demanded in maintaining Indian, French and border wars and for
the protection of the frontier, the King considerately forbade Dun-
more, and his successor Tryon, from accepting any gift above their
salary, which was fixed at two thousand pounds. The French and
Indian war left a public debt of £300,000, and the colonies uncom-
plainingly' paid the £40,000 annual tax exacted from them in addi-
tion to the oppressive disbursements that were laid upon them for
supplies and troops. ,

In spite of the dragging demands imposed upon them, and the
exorbitant sums that were wrung from them, the colonies continued
to bound forward toward prosperity and imperial ascendency, with
an impetus that excited in the covetous mind of the master and his

myrmidons, a cupidity that evolved fresh schemes for taxation which
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were to bring upon England consequences analogous to those which
Samson brought upon the Philistines when he pulled the pillars
from the temple.

By the nature of the impositions, extortions and tyranny that
were practised upon the colonists, by the contempt with which they
regarded and in return were regarded by, the rapacious and uncon-
scionable governors, by ‘the ignominy with which their petitions
and addresses were treated by the Cfown authorities at home and
abroad, by their impotence in deriving any encouragement in their
efforts for reform ‘or improvement, it is not to be wondered at that
submission should give way to protest, protest to opposition, oppo-
sition to resistance, resistance to revolution and revolution to inde-

pendence.



CHAPTER 1L
THE FIRST CONSTITUTION OF NEW YORK STATE.

ARCH 31, 1774, the Boston port bill became a law. May
M 16th the citizens, friends and enemies of England in New
York held a meeting at Samuel Fraunce’s tavern at Broad and Dock
streets, a favorite assembling place for the people of the town.
A committee of fifty-one was appointed, with Isaac Low as chairman,
to discuss the proper policy to be pursued and to correspond with
the other colonies “ upon all matters of moment.” Three days later
these proceedings were ratified at Fraunce’s tavern by a vast assem-
blage of the inhabitants. May 23d, in the forenoon, the committee
again met and appointed from its number a subcommittee of repre-
sentative men, consisting of Alexander McDougall, Isaac Low,
James Duane and John Jay, to draft an answer to a communication
from the Boston Committee of Correspondence, with instructions
to report at “8 p. M.” In this communication which has been
credited to Jay occurs the first practical proposition for “a Con-
gress of deputies from the colonies in general;” “that it ought to
be assembled without delay and some unanimous resolutions formed
in this fatal emergency, not only respecting your deplorable circum-
stances, but for the security of our common rights.”

The first Continental Congress which convened in Philadelphia
September, 1774, resulted from this suggestion, united to the
resentment of the colonists against the obstinate and tyrannical
aggressions of the Crown. New York was represented by five dele-

gates, who were unanimously elected July 28th by the freeholders,
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freemen and other taxpayers upon the platform of a *“ non-importa-
tion ” agreement. Jay’s usefulness and ability were given ample
scope, for, in addition to serving on several active committees, he
drafted the famous “ address to the People of Great Britain,” which
contained these memorable words: “that we consider ourselves,
and do insist that we are and ought to be, as free as our fellow
subjects in Britain, and that no power on earth has a right to take
our property from us without our consent. * * * That we
hold it essential to English liberty that no man be condemned un-
heard or punished for supposed offences without having an oppor-
tunity of making his defence. * * * You have been told that
we are seditious, impatient of government and desirous of inde-
pendence. Be assured that these are not.facts but calumnies. Per-
mit us to be as free as yourselves and we shall ever esteem a union
with you to be our greatest glory and our greatest happiness; we
shall ever be ready to contribute all in our power to the welfare of
the empire; we shall consider your enemies as our enemies and your
interest as our own. * * * Place us in the same situation that
we were at the close of the last war and our former harmony will
be restored.”

This address, written in the seclusion of a small room in a tavern,
whence Jay retired for greater privacy, was warmly commended by
Thomas Jefferson, before its author was known, as a production
“of the finest pen in America.”

The Congress itself was a conservative, unique body. It pos-
sessed no powers to speak of; certainly none to create legislation
or to enact laws. It was a convention more for the propagation of
harmogy between the colonies and the Crown, or to seek redress for
recognized grievances, or of protest against what was properly

regarded as impositions and persecutions; and for recommend-
3
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ing a better and more ameliorating condition of things. It
entertained no thought of revolution, or of independence, or of sepa-
ration from the mother country. Its members were strangers to
one another; it was cohesive in that it had in view one common
end, and it was patriotic in that it assembled for the common good,
for the security and happiness of all.

Its principal efforts recommended the non-importation and non-
consumption of British goods, with suitable town and county com-
mittees to carry its recommendations into effect. Then aften a
six weeks’ session, the Congress having made provision for the
meeting of its successor, the following May, adjourned sine die.

Jay and his colleagues returned to New York with flying colors.
They had gone to Philadelphia under suspicion, if not discredited,
by a large fraction of the people. The radicals, Plebeians, Repub-
licans or Mechanics, as they have been variously called, regarded
their representatives not as Whigs or Democrats, but as Aristocrats
or Patricians, who were susceptible of surrendering their convictions
and their trust to the Crown. But now the Mechanics presented a
cordial address that removed all prejudice. The representatives in
turn responded with a counter document, which was written by jay,
which closed with these words,and which intensified the good feeling
already engendered: “To soften the rigour of the calamities to which
in this tempestuous season we may be exposed, let us all with one
heart and voice endeavour to cultivate and cherish a spirit of una-
nimity and mutual benevolence and to promote that internal tran-
quillity which can alone give weight to our laudable efforts for the
preservation of our freedom and crown them with success.”

Following the recommendation of Congress, the New York Com-
mittee of Correspondence, November 22, 1774, dissolved and was
succeeded by the Committee on Inspection, consisting of sixty
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members. This in turn proved to be inadequate to the pressing
needs of the hour and in turn, May 1, 1775, gave way to the com-
mittee of one hundred—the constitutional government having prac-
tically gone out of existence—the Committee on Observation, or, in
other words, the Revolutionary Committee of Safety. Since the
adjournment of Congress, Jay had served on the Committee of Cor-
respondence and of Inspection, on the Committee for the Relief of
Boston, been elected to the Provincial Convention, which remained
in session only a few days, and appointed a delegate to the second
Continental Congress. His time and abilities, therefore, were in
constant demand in maintaining correspondence, drafting reports
and addresses, and in rendering advice.

When the second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia,
May 10, 1775, the country had plunged into the horrors of war.
Many members, of optimistic tendencies, still hoped for redress of
grievances; many others discussed the question of separation, de-
liberately, and cold bloodedly. An army was raised—an army of
defence rather than of offence. Jay’s peaceable propensities regarded
the thought of war with dismay; he had believed in negotiation, or
what modern statesmen call arbitration, up to the hour the second
Continental Congress met; he had had more faith in the pen than
in the sword, but he now entered with determination and spirit into
the policy that dictated defence for the country and resistance to
her enemies,

Eleven days after the third Provincial Congress of New York
convened at the City Hall, New York City, Jay, on May 25th, took
his seat as a delegate. A grave proposition confronted this body:
should New York establish its own constitutional form of govern-
ment? For over a year Jay had been sitting as a delegate in the

Continental Congress and now his own province demanded his ser-
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vices, exclusively. Accordingly, the Provincial Congress passed a
resolution requesting his presence in New York and directing him
not to leave without further orders. He promptly left Philildelphia
on receipt of the notification and repaired to New York. He had
for some time seen the necessity for a change in the system of
government, but as yet had formulated no plan. At his suggestion
a series of resolutions were adopted calling upon the people to elect
delegates to a new Convention. Jay was one of the delegates chosen
from New York City.

New York at this time was one of the most beautiful cities in
America. The city was well governed and well groomed. The
streets were narrow, generally paved with brick and shaded by
beautiful trees. The houses were plain, substantial and commodious.
The merchants were thrifty, conservative and prosperous. Imports,
exi)orts and domestic trade were increasing in a' steady and
healthy manner. The markets were renowned for delicacies,
and nowhere could be procured such varieties in game, fish and
vegetables. The lawyers ranked with those of any of the other
colonies in erudition, ability and cultivation. Ship-building had
developed to proportions to excite the envy of other cities.
Up to March, 1775, the temper of the people had been well
restrained. The great bulk, the tax-paying class, were unquestion-
ably loyalists. But the frequent elections and the attendant agita-
tions had produced a feeling of unrest that strengthened and inten-
sified as day succeeded day and as the Crown continued its policy
of oppression and repression. Back of the manifest fidelity to the
Crown lay an inherent sentiment, undeveloped, intangible, cha-
otic, that only awaited provocation to burst into revolution and
independence. The sympathies of the people were about evenly

divided: the older and conservative men favored submission; the
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younger element, which included the hot heads, clamored for the
Congress, for Liberty and Equality. The press attained national
prominence and exerted no little influence in fomenting dis-
order by ill-advised utterances antagonistic to the Sons of Liberty
and favoritism for England. Handbills and pamphlets were scat-
tered over the land to influence public sentiment in behalf of liberty
on one hand or of royalty on the other. At weeks for a time the
air was charged with conflicting rumors that kept the nerves and
the minds of the people on a constant and wearing tension. Nor
was the situation at all benefited by the slow methods of trans-
portation by sea and by land. The arrival of every shi'p and of
every post found the coffee houses and the exchanges filled to over-
flowing with expectant citizens, assembled to discuss the latest news
from abroad or from the other colonies. South Carolina’s general
committee had already declared “ the present struggle seems to us
most glorious and critical ” and considered “ this season as big with
American glory.” England had denounced the citizens of Massa-
chusetts and many other patriots in the respective colonies as rebels,
and had marked Samuel and John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, John
Hancock, John Dickinson and Peyton Randolph for execution. This
puissant nation had determined to crush the rebellious American
spirit with all the power she controlled. Three great generals
had been ordered to accompany the next assignment of troops to
America—Sir John Burgoyne, Sir Henry Clinton and Lord Howe.
New York’s conservatism and her unwillingness to declare her
choice induced a writer in Holt’s Journal from Wethersfield, Conn.,
to assert that the ministry had been promised by leading New
Yorkers that the province would desert the cause of liberty. It
is no time now to dally or be merely neutral. He that is not for

us is against us,” he continued. “If you desert, our men will as
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cheerfully attack New York as Boston; for we can but perish, and
that we are determined upon or be free.”

But the sentiment in New York had already begun to crystallize
toward the inevitable. The New York association had been formed
“under all the ties of religion, honor and love to our country, to
adopt and endeavor to carry into execution whatever measures may
be recommended by the Continental Congress or resolved upon by
our provincial convention for the purpose of preserving our con-
stitution and opposing the execution of several arbitrary and
oppressive acts of the British Parliament, until a reconciliation
between Great Britain and America, on constitutional principles
(which we most ardently desire), can be obtained.” This associa-
tion brought to the front the earnest patriots of New York. The
loyalists were spellbound by the consequences. The most active
participants were Isaac Low, a Church of England man, of marked
ability, ambitious, with clear cut and advanced ideas on the neces-
sity of separation of the colonies from England; James Duane, John
Jay, Alexander McDougall, Robert R. Livingston, Thomas, John
and Joshua Hett Smith, brothers of William Smith, Peter R. Liv-
ingston, and Peter Van Brugh Livingston. Washington had been
appointed Commander-in-chief of the American army by the Con-
tinental Congress, and the day he arrived in New York, June 25,
1775, on his way to Boston, was a memorable one. The same day
Governor Tryon had returned from England, where he had been
for some time on leave of absence. With Washington came Gen-
erals Lee and Schuyler, the latter bound for Albany to com-
mand the Canadian expedition then fitting out. The American
generals were conducted to the residence of Leonard Lispenard,
a mile and a half north of the city, escorted by several patriotic

volunteer companies, the members of the Provincial Congress, the
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rebel parsons and hundreds of patriots, who gave vent to their feel-
ings by loud acclamations, repeated shouts and vociferous huzzas.
At nine o’clock the same night Governor Tryon sailed up from
Sandy Hook and received almost as noisy a demonstration as the
three American generals. In the meantime the law courts of Eng-
land had been abandoned in the province, except in the county
of Westchester, where the final term ended at Whité Plains, in
April, 1776, the judge, Thomas Jones, having been placed on the
act of attainder of New York, because he had released from custody
several persons who had been arrested by the committee of West-
chester for expressing sentiments of loyalty to the crown, the court
holding they were guiltless of any crime against the law of the land.

Under date of June 29, 1776, Edward Rutledge from Philadelphia
wrote to Jay: “I write this for the express purpose of requesting
that if possible you will give your attendance in Congress on Mon-
day next. I know full well that your presence must be * * *
useful at New York, but I am sincerely convinced that it will be
absolutely necessary in this city during the whole of the ensuing
week. A declaration of independence, the form of a confederation
of these colonies and a scheme for a treaty with foreign powers
will be laid before the House on Monday. * * * I trust you
will contribute in a considerable degree to effect the business, and,
therefore, I wish you to be with us. Recollect the manner in which
your colony is at this time represented. Clinton has abilities, but
is silent in general and wants (when he does speak) that influence
to which he is intitled. Floyd, Wisner, Lewis and Alsop, though
good men, never quit their chairs.”

July 6th, from New York, Jay replied to Rutledge: “ Your
friendly letter found me so engaged by plots, conspiracies and
chimeras dire, that though I thanked you for it in my head I had
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no time to tell you so either in person or by letter. * * * How
long I may be detained here is uncertain, but I see little prospect
of returning to you for a month or two to come. We have a gov-
ernment you know to form—and God only knows what it will
resemble.” '

Two distinguished New Yorkers, delegates to the Continental
Congress, failed to subscribe to the Declaration of Independ-
ence, because at this juncture their own State demanded their
services—and in those days, states rights was all potent—one the
soldier and statesman, George Clinton, subsequently the first gov-
ernor of New York and fourth vice-president of the United States,
who was hurried by order of General Washington from Philadel-
phia to the banks of the Hudson to assist in repelling the enemy in
the invasion of his State; the other, the jurist and statesman, John
Jay, afterward the first chief justice of the State of New York, the
first chief justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, min-
ister to England and second governor of New York, whose state
assembly in the exercise of its prerogative of states rights over con-
tinental authority restrained him from attending the sessions of
Congress for the reason that his state claimed original jurisdiction
over his official actions. Both Clinton and Jay, after the adoption of
the Federal Constitution, were honored on several occasions with
votes for the office of President of the United States.

The constitutional history of New York dates from the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence. May 15, 1776, Congress adopted
the following resolution:

“ Whereas his Britannic Majesty in conjunction with the lords '
and commons of Great Britain has, by a late act of Parliament,
excluded the inhabitants of these United Colonies from the pro-

tection of the crown; and whereas no answer whatever to the hum-
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ble petitions of the colonies for redress of grievances and reconcilia-
tion with Great Britain has been or is likely to be given, but the
whole force of that kingdom aided by foreign mercenaries is to be
exerted for the destruction of the good people of these colonies;
and whereas it appears absolutely irreconcileable to reason and
good conscience for the people of these colonies now to take the
oaths and affirmations necessary for the support of any government
under the crown of Great Britain, and it is necessary that the exer-
cise of every kind of authority under the said créwn should be
totally suppressed, and all the powers of government exerted under
the authority of the people of the colonies, for the preservati;)n of
internal peace, virtue and good order, as well as for the defence of
their lives, liberties and properties against the hostile invasions and
cruel depredations of their enemies.” ‘

The day before Congress adopted this resolution, the Provincial
" Congress of New York, which had been elected in April, met in the
city of New York. The Congressional resolution came up for con-
sideration ten days later. There was more or less debate on the
proposition, whether this Congress had the power to go beyond the
authority that had been delegated to it' by the people, and whether
it should not at once proceed and draft a state constitution.
Gouverneur Morris, the member from Westchester, and one of the
youngest members of the Congress, after a lengthy speech, moved
for the appointment of a committee “ to draw up a recommendation
to the people of this colony for the chopsing of persons to frame a
government for the said colony.” .

John Morin Scott opposed the proposition in a lengthy address,
and declared his opinion that this Congress has power to form a gov-
ernment “or at least that it is doubtful whether they have not that

power and that therefore that point ought to be reserved.” He
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favored the appointment of a committee that should consider this
proposition.

Mr. Sands of New York moved an amendment to Mr. Morris’
motion for the appointment of a committee  to take into considera-
tion the resolutions of the Continental Congress of the 15th May
inst. and report thereon with all convenient speed.” This proposi-
tion was adopted and the following committee was appointed: John
Morin Scott, John Haring, Henry Remsen, Chairman, Francis
Lewis, John Jay, Abraham Cuyler, and John Broome.

‘May 27th, this committee brought in a report which in the opinion
of Benjamin F. Butler, at one time Attorney-General of New York,
“1is worthy of special notice as one of the earliest and most explicit
expositions of the doctrine of the popular sovereignty put forth in
this State.” The report stated, “ that the right of iraining, creating
or new-modelling civil government is, and ought to be, in the
people; that as the present form of government, by Congress and
committees in this colony originated from, so depends on, the free
and uncontrolled choice of the inhabitants thereof; that the form of
government was instituted while the old form of government still
subsisted,” and is necessarily subject to defects which could not
be remedied by new institutions; “ that by the voluntary abdication
of the late Governor Tryon, the dissolution of our Assembly for
want of due prorogation, and the open and unwarrantable hostilities
committed against” the colonies by British fleets and armies, the
old form of government has become dissolved; that doubts having
arisen “ whether this Congress are invested with sufficient authority
to frame and institute such new form” of government; “ that those
doubts can and of right ought to be removed by the good people
of this colony only.” In conclusion the report suggested that it

was left for the people themselves to determine whether the Con-
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gress “‘ in conjunction with the representatives of the other counties
respectively ” shall be competent to create a new form of govern-
ment by “adding to their number if they so think proper or by
electing others in the stead of the present members or any or either
of them and increasing (if they should deem it necessary) the num-
ber of deputies from each county with the like powers as are now
vested in this Congress.”

The report was accepted and referred to a committee consisting
of Mr. Scott, Mr. Jay and Mr. Haring, who whipped the subject
matter into appropriate resolutions. That committee submitted the
result of its labors on the 31st. The report was drawn by Mr. Jay,
and, among other propositions, requested the people of the county
to elect “ their present deputies or others in the stead of their pres-
ent deputies or either of them, to take in consideration the neces-
sity and propriety of instituting such new government as in and by
the said resolution of the Continental Congress is described and
recommended.” The report was adopted without opposition.

Up to the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, Jay had
acted strictly in accordance with the sentiment of the people of his
State and under the instructions of the Provincial Congress of New
York. On December 14, 1775, the Provincial Congress had
“ resolved unanimously that it is the opinion of this Congress that
none of the good people of this colony have withdrawn their alle-
giance from his Majesty.” June 11, 1776, the subject of independ-
ence was again under consideration, and this resolution was unani-
mously adopted, “ That the good people of this colony have not,
in the opinion of this Congress, authorized this Congress or the
delegates of this colony in the Continental Congress to declare
this colony to be and continue independent of the crown of Great
Britain.” '
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Outside of New York, however, events were occurring that con-
verged with unerring certainty upon independence. From the
moment the King’s speech from the throne, in the preceding Octo-
ber, was known in this country, a decided change in public senti-
timent occurred. On'January 5, 1776, the House of Representatives
of New Hampshire formally adjourned, having adopted ‘a constitu-
tion for the State, and made a public declaration of inde-
pendence, the royal governor fleeing the colony. April 15,
1776, the Georgia Provincial Congress adopted a temporary con-
stitution, and ratified the permanent constitution in convention,
February s, 1777. Rhode Island formally renewed its state consti-
tution May 1, 1776, having under its charter simply dropped its
allegiance to England.

In Virginia, the State convention was now in session, the dele-
gates having been required to pledge themselves for independence
before they were elected. Conspicuous among the representatives
were men who were destined to fill large places in the history of
their country—Patrick Henry, James Madison, George Wythe,
George Mason, Edmund Randolph, Edmund Pendleton, Richard
Henry Lee, Thomas Nelson, Thomas Ludwell Lee, Richard Bland,
Archibald Cary and Bartholomew Dandridge.

On May 14th arose the question of independence, which was
under consideration for two days, the debate finally closing by the
adoption of a series of resolutions which instructed the Virginia
delegates to propose to the general Congress “ to declare the united
colonies free and independent states, absolved from all allegiance

to or dependence upon the crown or Parliament of Great Britain.”
" The resolutions also suggested that the colonies form *foreign
alliances and a confederation of the colonies at such time and in

such manner as to them shall seem best.”
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That same day, by a singular coincidence, the Continental Con-
gress recommended that each colony should establish its own form
of government.

July 9, 1776, the newly elected convention of New York, a rebel
congress, pure and simple, met at White Plains. The old régime
had ceased to exist; royalty was supplanted by republicanism; the
New York Congress became the “ Convention of the Representa-
tives of the State of New York.” From the representatives in the
Continental Congress a copy of the Declaration of Independénce
had been received. It encountered neither delay in its presenta-
tion, nor opposition in its consideration. A committee was
appointed at the morning session and submitted its report at the
afternoon session, through its chairman, John Jay,—in the shape
of a series of resolutions which approved the course of Congress
in adopting the Declaration of Independence; “ while we lament
the cruel necessity which has rendered that measure unavoidable ”
“and will at the risk of our lives and fortunes join with the other
colonies in supporting it;” which directed that the Declaration and
the resolution be published “ with beat of drum at this place on
Thursday next;” gave instructions for its dissemination through-
out the State and for the publication of five hundred copies in hand-
bills to be sent to all the county committees in this Stafe, and finally
“that the delegates of this State in Continental Congress, be and
they are hereby authorized to consent to and adopt all such measures
as they may deem conducive to the happiness and welfare of the
United States of America.”

John Jay, the chairman of this committee, of all men in the State
at the time, was most competent, by heredity, by environment, and
by ability, to fill the important trust that had been repoéed in him.
Descended from an old Huguenot family, impressed with the perse-
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cutions that had driven his ancestors from the shelter of their homes,
he had attained his thirtieth year, on the twelfth of the preceding
December. Up to the final break between the colonies and
England, Jay was known more as a reserved and sedate student than
as a man of affairs. But from his entrance into public life, his
transcendent abilities soon forced him into the front rank of the
little patriotic band of New Yorkers and his advancement becamé
rapid. No man in the northern states performed more varied work
in the preparation of addresses or more effective work on the numer-
ous committees on which he was placed.

The convention resolved to begin the formation of a State gov-
ernment on July 16th, but the enemy seriously interfered with their
plans. Washington had practically determined to abandon New
York. British men-of-war patrolled the Hudson within seven miles
of the place where the convention was deliberating. The time of
the representatives was monopolized in providing for the troops in
the field and for the public defence. The courts of law had been
abolished, but the convention ordained that all magistrates and
civil officers, well affected toward independence, should continue to
exercise their duties, except that processes hereafter must issue in
the name of the people of the State of New York; it was furthermore
declared to be treason, and punishable by death, for any person
living within the State, and enjoying the protection of its laws, to
adhere to the cause of England or to levy war against the State.

July 27th, the convention was forced to retreat to Harlem, and
there? on August Ist, was appointed the committee to draft the con-
stitution—an able committee, composed of the most distinguished
lawyers in the State—John Jay, Gouverneur Morris, Peter R. Liv-
ingston, William Duer, John Morin Scott, John Sloss Hobart, Rob-
ert and Abraham Yates, John Broome, Henry Wisner, William
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Smith, Charles DeWitt and Samuel Townsend. The brunt of the
work fell upon a subcommittee of three: namely, Messrs. Jay, Mor-
ris, and Speaker Livingston. The most industrious of the three
was Jay. .

Never was an instrument of momentous consequence drawn amid
such turbulent surroundings, under such disquieting circumstances
and with such distracting accompaniments as the first constitution
of New York.* Admiral Howe had arrived in lower New York
bay with his fleet; his younger brother, Sir William Hwe, the
general, had landed at Staten Island with his army from Boston.
The northern and we‘stern frontiers were in an excited state over
rumors and the fear of an Indian uprising under Sir John and Guy
Johnson. New York city trembled in the throes of a panic. Her
militia was hastily thrown together and earthworks were hurriedly

*In his speech condemning the abuses perpetrated under the Council of Revision,
Peter R. Livingston of Dutchess uttered the following sentiments concerning the first
constitution, before the Constitutional Convention of 1821:

¢ It would be necessary to draw the attention of this body to that period of time,
when our constitution was formed, We all know it was adopted in an hour of extreme
peril, amidst the noise of musketry and the thunder of cannon ; and is it to be won-
dered at, that their deliberations, under such circumstances, were in some measure
erroneous? And is it not a matter of wonder under such circumstances, that yon have
a constitution, containing so much merit and so much wisdom, as the one under which
we now live? At that time it was necessary to give that negative power, which is
found in the third article of the constitution [the Council of Revision]. At that time
the sonthern district of your state, which contained its greatest weight of population,
was possessed by the enemy. Your northern frontier was literally laid waste by the
savage, You then gave a power to the convention, which you never would give under
the present circumstances. What they did at that period was binding on the people—
what you do now the people are to pass npon. There was in this state more disaffec-
tion than in any other part of the Union. Every thing depended on your executive ;
and you then had a patriot to direct the destinies of the commonwealth, You imposed
the most implicit confidence in his integrity, his courage, and his patriotism. The
framers of the constitution were afraid that the legislature might be destitute of patriot-
ism, and encroach upon the liberties of the people. This state of things no longer
exists. Then you had nothing to apprehend from the man who was the governor of
the state, He was fighting with a rope round his neck. Had the revolution termi-
nated differently from what it did, he would have been made one of the first examples.”
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constructed at advantageous positions that commanded the land
and water approaches to the town. The fortifications in the high-
lands of the Hudson, which were regarded as the key of the mili-
tary position in the North, were pushed along as vigorously as the
slender means and the limited resources of the colonies would per-
mit, while the commanders called for reinforcements that could not
be procured and for armament that could not be supplied. The
colonists were handicapped as to fighting material and restricted
as to war implements, and fully realized their shortcomings. But
they proceeded in spite of the depressing influences to the manu-
facture of brass field pieces, iron siege guns, and small arms, at the
same time scouring the country for saltpetre for the manufacture
of powder, and lead for the manufacture of bullets. Never in the
history of the world had a civilized country with an extended sea-
coast deliberately gone to war without the semblance of a navy.
The United States in this respect occupied an anomalous, unprece-
dented and isolated position. But the ingenuity, energy and
practical adaptability of her people supplied the defects from which
she most suffered. One resourceful patriot promptly suggested
“fire ships” to combat the English men-of-war; another “ pri-
vateers ” with which to prey upon and destroy English merchant-
men. Before six months had elapsed, New York ship builders had
begun the construction of men-of-war. In the meantime the Con-
stitutional Convention had been hunted from place to place as if
the delegates were outlaws; its members invariably went armed; its
sessions were held with the warning cry “the enemy are coming ”
impending. From the promulgation of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the British had placed to their record an unbroken line
of victories. The unvarying reverses received by the Ameri-

cans would have discouraged and disheartened a people less sturdy
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and plucky. The committee to frame the constitution pursued its
duties in spite of the multitudinous obstacles that confronted it.
Jay retired from the convention, so his son informs us, to a
secluded place in the country, the better to carry out the work he
had in hand. He was ploughing in an untrodden, uncultivated
field. He had no constitutional compass to guide him. His months
of intimacy with the studious, intelligent and scholarly men of the
colonies had broadened his views, and emphasized those great gen-
eral principles of government on which all agreed, and magnified
those lesser problems on which there was a natural and honest
divergence of opinion. The question of a written or an unwritten
constitution opened as wide an area of discussion as that other,
equally important, whether each state should create its own consti-
"tution or whether Congress should draw a general and a uniform
one for the government of all. It was pointed out that England had
been ruled for centuries by an unwritten constitution, composed of
traditions, customs and precedents, it is true; and in spite of the
notoriously corrupt conditions that then existed, England was
admitted to be the best governed country in the world. Should the
new constitution contain the essential features of a despotism, or
of an absolute or of a limited monarchy or of a pure democracy?
Many of the strongest and most prominent men in the colonies,
whose distrust of the Crown was pronounced and insuperable,
regarded with suspicion the critical problem of placing in the hands
of the people the untried power of regulating and managing the
executive functions of a new and an independent commonwealth.
With the exception of a few general principles and the constitu-
tions of the five states which had adopted their autonomous form

of government before the Declaration of Independence—New

4
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Hampshire, South Carolina, Georgia, Virginia and New Jersey—
the material which Jay and his colleagues found to work from was
not at all appropriate for their purpose. Even the Virginia consti-
tution, masterly though it was, offered only slight advantages, for
a constitution acceptable to the people of Virginia was not suitable
for the people of New York. Both states contained a large pro-
portion of Aristocrats and Democrats, Tories and Whigs, Patricians
and Mechanics, as they were variously denominated; but in Vir-
ginia the Democrats or Whigs preponderated, in New York the
Aristocrats or Patricians. Jay and his fellow members on the sub-
committee were classed as Aristocrats, however Whiggish they may
have been in their inclinations.

The percentage of college-bred men was exceedingly small.
Education lay within the reach of a favored few. As late as
1755 complaints are heard that education is neglected. “ The
instructors want instruction” was a common saying. Ordinary
speech had been corrupted; the habit of reading thrust aside for
sports and gambling. In mitigation of the loose and careless pre-
dilections of the people, however, the scarcity and costliness of
books, were important factors. The majority of publications in
the public libraries consisted of theological works. Private libraries
in the province were rare—the two best known before the Revolu-
tion were owned by Governor Montgomerie, who possessed 1,341
volumes, and the Historian Smith, one thousand works, including
pamphlets. All things considered, the constitution builders of New
York were compelled by force of necessity to depend upon
inspiration more than upon substantial material. It is true that for
a bill of right they had as a model Coke’s Petition of Right of 1628,
a classic in its way, and Lord Somers’ Bill of Right, which was
proclaimed in 1689, which restrained William and Mary from
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mounting the throne until they had subscribed to it, and which has
been regarded as the most comprehensive declaration of the form
of government ever written. From Tacitus on the “ Manners of the
Germans,” Locke’s “ Treatise upon Civil Government,” Mr. Justice
Blackstone’s “ Commentaries,” which appeared in 1765, and Montes-
quieu on the “ Spirit of Laws ” with the Constitution of England as
his model, they could extract suggestions and ideas on general forms
of government, more applicable, however, to a monarchy than to a
republic. Franklin’s plan of confederation was susceptible of sev-
eral suggestions.

With characteristic modesty, John Adams claimed in his old age,
in a letter to Mercy Warren, that the constitution of New York was
taken from his “ Thoughts on Government” in a communication
he had made early in the year 1776, to George Wythe of Virginia,
a copy of which Richard Henry Lee had transmitted to Patrick
Henry during the formative period of the Virginia constitution. In
forwarding his *“ Thoughts on Government ” to Patrick Henry later
on, Adams wrote: “It has ever appeared to me that the natural
course and order of things was this: for every colony to institute
a government; for all the colonies to confederate and define the
limits of the continental constitution; then to declare the colonies
a sovereign state or a number of confederated States; and, last of all,
to form treaties with foreign powers.”

As a matter of fact, there is but a very slight resemblance between
Adams’ scheme and the constitution that eventually was adopted
by the state of New York. Adams’ plan contemplated a bicameral
form of government, comprising an assembly and a council, the
latter to consistiof twenty or thirty members, chosen by the assem-
bly by ballot, with power to exercise a negative voice in the legis-
lature. These two bodies, constituting integral parts of the legisla-
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ture, in joint ballot, to select annually *‘a governor who after being \
stripped of most of those badges of domination called prerogatives
should have a free and independent exercise of his judgment, and
be made also an integral part of the legislature;” to have a privy
council, to exercise the veto and pardoning power, and to be com-
mander-in-chief of the forces; judges, justices and all other officers,
civil and military, to be nominated and appointed by the Governor,
with the' advice and consent of Council, “unless you choose to
have a government more popular; if you do, the officers, civil and
military, may be chosen by joint ballot of both houses; or, in order
to preserve the independence and importance of each house, by bal-
lot of one house concurred in by the other.” .

Public sentiment throughout the colonies resisted any plan that
would bestow upon the governors of the new states absolute
power. There was a decided disposition to curb the executive
authority by a council or some other restraining influence. On the
other hand, unlimited confidence was universally expressed in
the judiciary. Thomas Jefferson, in a letter to George Wythe,
written presumably in June, 1776, or while the Virginia convention
was in session, expressed himself as follows: “The dignity and
stability of government in all its branches, the morals of the people
and every blessing of society depend s.o much upon an upright and
skillful administration of justice, that the judicial power ought to be
distinct from both the legislature and executive, and independent of
both, that so it may be a check upon both, as both:should be checks
upon that. The judges, therefore, should always be men of learn-
ing and experience in the laws, of exemplary morals, great patience,
calmness and attention; their minds should not be distracted with
jarring interests; they should not be dependent upon any man or
body of men. To these ends they should hold estates for life in
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their offices, or, in other words, their commissions should be during'
good behaviour and their salaries ascertained and established by
law.”

It is a matter of deep regret that the members of the committee
who framed our Constitution could not have left something more-
substantial than fragmentary evidence to show how it was drafted
and the members of the convention more detailed records to show
how .it was adopted. Jay and Morris, who were its foremost expo-
nents in committee and convention, were young men, the former
Morris’ senior by five years; both were enthusiastic and systematic.
It is true Morris suffered under a ban. His loyalty had been more
than once questioned in spite of his unswerving devotion to inde-
pendente; his eldest brother, Staats Morris, held a commission as
general in the British army; many of his relatives were Tories, and
the malevolent spirit of the times was only too willing to charge
unworthy motives and traitorous sentiments and affiliations to a
conscientious patriot. Morris himself is on record in these words:
“In the year 1776 I left all for the sake of those principles which
have justified and supported the revolution. This sacrifice was
made without hes%tation or regret. * * * [ have thought much,
labored much, suffered much. In return I have been censured,
reproached, slandered, goaded by abuse, blackened by calumny
and oppressed by public opinion.”

When requested years later to prepare his personal recollections
of the Revolutionary War, he replied: “I have no notes or mem-
orandum of what passed‘ during the war. I led the most laboriqus
life which can be imagined. * * * I would not trouble you,
my dear sir, with this abstract of my situation if it did not appear
necessary to show you why, having so many near relations of my

own blood in our armies, I kept no note of their services. Nay, I



54 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

could not furnish, any tolerable memorandum of my own existence
during that eventful period of American history.”

The draft of the Constitution was sx‘:bmitted to the convention
March 12, 1777. April 20th the formal adoption took place. Jay,
whose industry and ability were stamped all over the instrument,
failed to vote for it, for he had been summoned to the bedside of his
dying mother at Fishkill. Inexperience and prejudice unmistak-
ably entered largely into the draft of the original constitution of
this State. In tone it was decidedly aristocratic and in sentiment
decidedly English. It discredited the office of governor and it dis-
trusted the people. The disinclination to invest the Governor with
unlimited powers was, in view of the history of England and of the
colony, perfectly natural. In the judiciary, however, the most abid-
ing confidence was reposed; for despite the disgraceful brawls that
occurred between the Governor and the Assembly in times past,
and the bitter recriminations that were exchanged, there never was
a time when the integrity of the judiciary was questioned. The Con-
stitution was liberal in its religious sentiments in that it permitted
“the free exercise of religious profession and worship without dis-
crimination or preference to all mankind.” Slavery was still toler-
ated, despite the efforts of Gouverneur Morris an'd Jay to provide
for its gradual abolition.

The conservatism of the founders of the Constitution was dis-
played in their reluctance to abandon the old system of viva voce
voting instead of casting a ballot, an innovation which was urged
on the ground of better protecting the purity and independence of
the system, and better preserving the liberty and equality of the
people. The Constitution clearly defined the duties of the execu-
tive, the legislative and judicial branches of government. While

tentatively maintaining the English distinction that the Governor
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corresponded to the King, the Senate to the House of Lords, and
the Assembly to the House of Commons, it repudiated the English
theory that the legislative branch should be recognized as the
supreme power of the land, and established the special American
feature of an absolutely independent authority between the legisla-
tive and executive departments.

Under the Virginia constitution the Governor was chosen by both
branches of the Legislature for a term of four years, and, follow-
ing the English idea, was assisted by a privy council of eight per-
sons selected by the Assembly. New York adopted another course.
The Governor’s term of office was fixed at three years, but he was
elected, as were the Lieutenant Governor and the Senators, by free-
holders, actual residents possessed of freeholds of the value of £100,
over and above all debts charged thereon. In a double sense, how-
ever, he was shackled—in the distribution of patronage and in his
relations with the Legislature. A sinister expedient called the
Council of Appointment, a creature of John Jay, who in the years
to come lived to regret it, controlled all the political patronage of
the State, and another cumbrous and absurd piece of machinery,
devised by Robert R. Livingston, termed the Council of Revision,
regulated all legislation. Of the councils of appointment and
of revision the Governor was a member and president, but in both
his influence was no greater than that of any other member. In
the Council of Appointment he had only a casting vote. He was
invested with a few individual responsibilities. He acted as gen-
eral and commander-in-chief of all the militia and admiral of the
navy; had power, on extraordinary occasions, to convene the Leg-
islature and to prorogue it from time to time, but not to exceed
sixty days in any one year; to grant reprieves and pardons under

certain legislative restrictions; to report the condition of the State
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to the Legislature at every session; to submit recommendations
which in his judgment concerned the good government, welfare
and prosperity of the State; to correspond with the Continental Con-
gress and other States; to transact all necessary business with the
officers of government, civil and military; to see that the laws were
properly executed and to expedite all measures the Legislature
might resolve upon.

In adjusting the powers and authority of the Governor of the
state of New York, the constitution makers faile& to discriminate
between a governor who was appointed by a king and a governor
who was elected by the people, between an officer who served a
master and one who served his peers, between one who would
degrade those he governed to mere puppets and one who would
treat them as sovereigns, between a foreigner who had no sympathy
for his constituents and a native-born citizen whose sympathies and
interests must of necessity be identical with those of the state and
the people he represented. In depriving the Governor of preroga-
tives that of right should have belonged to his office, and in mak-
ing the office a mere figurehead, the convention unconsciously cre-
ated in the Council of Appointment an irresponsible, powerful and
offensive political machine. The section of the Constitution that
brought the Council of Appointment into existence reads:

“ XXIII. That all officers, other than those who by this consti-
tution are directed to be otherwise appointed, shall be appointed ‘
in the manner following, o wit, The Assembly shall, once in every
year, openly nominate and appoint one of the senators from each
great district, which senators shall form a council for the appoint-
ment of said officers, of which the Govemor for the time being, or
the Lieutenant-Governor, or the President of the Senate, when they

shall respectively administer the government, shall be President,
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and have a casting voice, but no other vote; and with the advice and
consent of the said council be a quorum. And further, the said
senators shall not be eligible to the said council for two years suc-
cessively.”

The state at this time consisted of four great districts, and the -
manner!of selecting the Council clearly indicates the powerful lever
placed within the hands of its members to abase and prostitute the
civil service of the state, eack succeeding year, by removing from
office every individual whose politics differed from theirs or a major-
ity of them. If the Governor and the Council agreed politically,
the opportunities for a disturbance at their meetings were nil; but
when the Governor and a majority of the Council disagreed in poli-
tics, a conflict was inevitable. John Jay, when elected Governor,
claimed the sole power of appointment. This claim was resisted
by the Council. One of the two questions which the Constitutional
Convention of 1801 was called upon to determine related to the line
of jurisdiction between the Governor and the Council in disposing
of patronage. The Council won, 'the convention bestowing a con-
current power of nomination upon the several members,

For twenty years longer this obnoxious machine ‘continued,
demoralizing the public service more and more as years went on,
until the Convention of 1821 wiped it and its twin sister of iniquity,
the Council of Revision, from the constitution of the State.

Since the experimental days of 1777, New York hasibeen gov-
erned by six different constitutions. In view of all theiremarkable
changes, transformations, developments and innovations, in the arts
and sciences, and in education, but little improvement has been made
over the first instrument if we except the two Councils—of Appoint-
ment and of Revision. Many of the so-called new features or prin-

ciples that had been engrafted into the constitution from time to
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time are, after all, but expedients, consequent not so much upon the
necessity of changing or improving the basic law, as to meet some
sporadic public agitation or to overcome some flagrant abuse that
has followed the practices of a political party which has long been
entrenched in power.

The framers of our first constitution are entitled to more credit
than is usually given them, for the thoroughness and .the ability
with which they performed their duties. Their responsibilities were
of an anomalous character. The absence of political parties and the
natural agitation and controversies that are unavoidable during -a
campaign of partisan politics simplified their work, no doubt, in
some respects. The magnitude of the undertaking cannot be appre-
ciated unlesssan effort is made to imagine their environments at the

time.
HUGH HASTINGS,

State Historian.
StaTE CAPITOL, ALBANY, April 22, 19o1.



MILITARY MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL
OF APPOINTMENT.

(1783—1821.)

HE Council of Appointment minutes are deposited in the
T office of the Secretary of State, Albany, and cover fourteen
volumes of manuscript. The first, second and third volumes are
composed of civil and military matters; volumes 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and
14, civil appointments, and volumes §,.7, 9, 11 and 13, military.

During the forty-four years of the existence of the first consti-
tution, frequent demands were made for the publication of these
records, but the Council invariably refused to comply. The consti-
tution of 1777 failed to make provision for a new constitutional
convention, as it failed to specify the time when the governor
should .begin his official duties. Governor Clinton was declared
elected, July 9, 1777. He took his oath of office the same day. It
was not until the act of February, 1787, was passed for regulating
elections, that a specific date was established for the govérnor and
the lieutenant governor to enter on the duties of their respective
offices—the 1st of July, after their election.

When the first constitution was adopted, New York :State was
divided into fourteen counties: Albany, Cumberland, Dutchess,
Gloucester, Iﬁnés, Montgomery, New York, Orange, Queens,
Richmond, Suffolk, Ulster, Washington, Westchester. When this
constitution went out of existence, the state was divided into

fifty-three counties—the original counties of Cumberland and

50
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Gloucesfer having become a part of the new state of Vermont—as
follows, with the date of erection of the forty-one new counties:

Columbia, erected in 1786; Clinton, Ontario, in 1788; Herkimer,
Otsego, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Tioga, in 1791; Onondaga, 1794;
Schoharie, 1795; Steuben, 1796; Delawa:'e, 1797 ; Chenango, Oneida,
Rockland, 1798; Cayuga, Essex, 1799; Greene, 1800; Genesee,
St. Lawrence, 1802; Seneca, 1804; Jefferson, Lewis, 1805; Allegany,
Broome, Madison, 1806; Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Cortland,
Franklin, Niagara, 1808; Schenectady, Sullivan, 1809; Putnam,
1812; . Warren, 1813; Hamilton, Oswego, 1816; Tompkins, 1817;
Erie, Livingston, Monroe, 1821. .

The subject matter contained in these volumes comprises the mili-
tary appointments made by the Council of Appointment, beginning
after the last name mentioned in “ New York in the Revolution”
to the adoption of the second constitution in 1821. In the thousands
of names here presented will be found those of men who have
been prominently identified with the history of the State in the
arts, sciences and the law. Several governors and United States
senators performed duty as militiamen during the good old times
when the “training day” was one of the features of the year.
Instances out of mind could be cited, but the following will suffice
as to the character of the men and the service performed:

John E. Wool appears as adjutant and ensign in Major William
Parker’s battalion of Riflemen from Rensselaer County, June s,
1811; . William C. Bouck of Schoharie, afterwards governor, acted
as adjutant of the Eighteenth Regiment. Theodoric Romeyn Beck
acted as a surgeon in the Rensselaer Cavalry, February 29, 1812;
William L. Marcy, Ogden Hoffman and Charles E. Dudley figured

as ardent soldiers.
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Chaplains were first appointed by the Council, June 8, 1808; horse
artillery first appears on the records of date February 4, 1809, as
““ company ” in contradistinction to “ battery.”

In the preparation of this material, it has been a source of unend-
ing regret that the State should have surrendered to the authorities
at Washington all its records relating to the Second War with Great
Britain. The few names now within the control of the State repre-
sent a very small fraction of the total number on file in the War
Department at Washington.

The governors who served during the forty-four years of the first

constitution, with their residences and the date of election, are as

follows:
Names. Residence. Elected.
Georse Clinton Ulster Co. July g, 777
ohn New York cit; Aprli H]
G fes G, L
utchess Co. ' 1
D Tompblm Richmond Co. " 1807
ohn Tayler* Albany, Albany Co. ' March, 1817
eWitt Clinton New York city O 8xy

(*Lieutenant governor, acting governor in place of Daniel D. Tompkins, elected
vice.president of the United States.)
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1784.
GEORGE CLINTON, GOVERNOR.

George. Clinton, first governor of New York state; born at Little
Britain, Orange County, July 26, 1739; ran away from home in
1755 and sailed from New York on;a privateer; served as a sub-
altern in his brother’s, Jafnes Clinton’s company, of their father’s
regiment, during,the French and Indian war; studied law and was
admitted to the bar in the city of New York; served during the
Colonial period as surrogate of Ulster County, 1765-1766; member
of the Colonial Assembly, 1768-1775; during the transition period
as a member of the Committee. of Correspondence, Provincial Con-
vention; Provincial Congress; Continental Congress; brigadier
general in the continental army; governor of New York 1777-1795;
delegate to and president of the convention of 1788 called to ratify
the Federal Constitution; first chancellor of the University of the
State of New York; governor of New York 1801-1804; vice presi-
dent of the United States 1804 to 1812; county clerk of Ulster
county 1759-1812; died at Washington, D. C., April 20, 1812, in
the seventy-third year of his age; buried in the Congressional
Cemetery, Washington.

KINGS COUNTY.
Rutgert Van Brunt, lieutenant colonel.* '

Daniel Rapalje, first major; John Covenhoven, second ,major.

* The rank of colonel in this state was abolished by act of the legislature, under the
law passed April 4, 1782, entitled “An act to regulate the militia,” section 4, which
reads:

“ That in case of the death, resignation or other inability, to serve of any colonel now
commanding a regiment, no colonel shall thereafter be appointed thereto. That such
regiment and all others not now commanded by a colonel shall henceforth be com.
manaded by a lieutenant-colonel.”

Chaprer 25, laws of 1786, provided: ‘‘That each regiment shall be commanded by
three field officers, viz.: One lieutenant-colone! commandant and two majors.”

1784.
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Lambert Suydam, captain of the troop of horse; Hendrick H.
Suydam, first lieutenant; John R. Covenhoven, second lieutenant;
Rem Hageman, cornet, and John Nostrant, quartermaster of the
said troop.

Nicholas Van Brunt, captain of a company in the township of
New Utrecht; William Berry, first li;:utenant; Arent Van Pelt,
second lieutenant; Abraham Durye, ensign.

Samuel Garretson, captain of a company in the township of
Gravesend; Hendrick Van Cleef, lieutenant; John Johnson, ensign.

Andrew Suydam, captain of a company for the township of Flat
Bush; John C. Van de Veer, first lieutenant; Nicholas Wyckhoff,

junior, second lieutenant; Daniel Bennum, ensign.

May 8, 1793, the Congress of the United States passed an act, ‘‘ More effectually to
provide for the national defence by establishing a uniform militia throughout the United
States,” in which the provision was made: ¢¢ That the said militia shall be officered by
the representative states as follows: * * * ; to each regiment one licutenant-
colonel commandant.” This act was re-enacted and put in force in New York state by
chapter 45, passed March 9, 1793. All subsequent state militia legislation was based
upon the United States act of 1792 for many years.

The lieutenant-colonel commandant continued as the ranking officer all throngh the
war of 1812, and until May 1, 1816, when the Fourteenth Congress passed an act
which is known as ¢ chapter 64,” in which it was provided: ¢ That from and after the
first day of May next instead of one lieutenant.colonel commandant to each regiment,
* * * there shall be one colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, and one major to each
regiment of militia.” -

July 8, 1816, the Council of Appointment of New York adopted the following
resolutions :

¢ Resolved, That the several persons now holding the commission of lieutenant-
colonel in the several regiments of infantry, artillery, cavalry, horse artillery and rifle-
men of this state be deemed and respected as colonels from and after the first day of
May next and that their relative rank as colonels shall be the same as their present
rank. That all first majors be deemed and respected as lieutenant-colonels and shall
have the same relative rank as lieutenant-colonels which they now have as first majors,
and the said lieutenant-colonels and first majors are hereby respectively appointed to
said offices with such relative rank accordingly.

¢ Resolved, That the adjutant-general forthwith cause a list or roster of the lieuten-
ant-colonels and first majors embraced in the preceding resolutions, with the dates of
their respective commissions, to be made out, certified and filed in the office of the
secretary of state and that the secretary issne new commissions to them as colonels and
lieutenant-colonels respectively with rank from the dates of their present commissions
according to the act of Congress passed 20th April, 1816.”—STATE HISTORIAN.
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John Titus, captain of a company for the township of Bushwick;
Peter Colyer, lieutenant; John Skillmore, ensign.

Barrent Lefferts, captain for the east division of Brooklyn; Jere-
miah Van der Bilt, lieutenant; Christian Durye, ensign.

Jacob Sebring, captain for the west division of Brooklyn; Teunis
Bergen, junior, lieutenant; Jeremiah Brewer, ensign.

Thomas Elseworth, captain of a company at Flat Lands; Elias
Hubbert, lieutenant; John Voorhees, ensign.

Albert Voorhees, adjutant; Johannes Ditmoss, quartermaster of

the said regiment.
RICHMOND COUNTY,

Jacob Mersereau, lieutenant colonel.

Cornelius Duseway, first major; Cornelius McLean, second
major; John C. Dongan, adjutant; Lewis Ryersse, quartermaster.

Abraham  Rolph, captai‘n of a company in the north quarter;
John Mersereau, lieutenant; Edward De Hart, ensign.

Jonathan Lewis, junior, captain of a company in the south
quarter; , Anthony Fontaine, junior, lieutenant; Edward Betts,
ensign.

Abraham Woglom, captain of a company in the west quarter;
Peter Winant, son of Daniel Winant, lieutenant; Charles Duboi;,
ensign,

UNITED STATES SERVICE.

Resolved, That, in compliance with the act entitled, “An act to
raise troops for the purposes and in the manner therein mentioned,”
passed the 22d instant, Nicholas Fish, esquire, be and he is hereby
appointed major of a regiment to be raised by the States mentioned
in the resolutions of Congress of the first, seventh and twelfth
instants, for the protection of the northwestern frontiers, etc.; that

John F. Hamtramck and John Doughty, esquires, be captains;
5

1784.

1784,

1788,
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1785.

_ Michael Connoly, James Bradford and John Smith, gentlemen, be
lieutenants; Gerrit Lansingh and Dow F. Fonda be ensigns, and
John Elliot surgeon’s mate in the said regiment.

William Peters, ensign, and John Bleeker, junior, ensign, in the
detachment of the troops of this State, in the service of the United

1788.
«8eptember

States, whereof Nicholas Fish is major.

WESTCHESTER COUNTY,

R Resignation of Captain Samuel Lawreénce accepted.

STATE MILITIA.
1766, Nicholas Fish, adjutant general; Andrew Moodie, commissary of

military stores of the State.

RICHMOND COUNTY.

i) Abraham Rolph, captain of a company for the north precinct;
Anthony Fountain, junior, lieutenant; Charles Dubois, and Edward
Beatty, ensigns, all of Colonel Jacob Mercereau’s regiment in the
county of Richmond, having requested permission to resign their
commissions, Resolved, that their resignations be and they are
hereby accepted accordingly—and that Bastian Ellis be and is
hereby appointed captain of the company of the north quarter in
the room of Abraham Rolph, Henry Cruse, lieutenant of Captain
(Jonathan) Lewis, junior, company, and John Van Waggener
ensign of the said company, Jacob Winants, ensign of Captain
(Abraham) Waglom’s company and Peter Winants adjutant of the
said regiment—and also that John C. Dongan, esquire, be and

hereby is appointed first major of the regiment.

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

1186 David Peirson, lieutenant colonel commandant, No.1, of the

g regiment whereof Mulford, deceased, was colonel.
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Benjamin Hunting, major, No. 1; David Mulford, major, No. 2:
Hugh Gelston, junior, adjutant, No. 1; John Pelletreau, quarter-
master, No. 1; Matthew Mulford, paymaster, No. 1; Henry White,

surgeon, No. 1; Samuel Rose, surgeon’s mate, No. 1.

Abraham Sayre, captain, No.1; Zebulon Jessup, lieutenant,

No. 1; Charles Cooper, ensign, No. 1.

Jeremiah Osborne, captain, No. 2; John Dayton, junior, lieuten-
ant, No. 2; Thomas Osborne, junior, ensign, No. 2.

David Sayre, captain, No. 3; Lemuel Pierson, junior, lieutenant,
No. 3; David Peirson, junior, ensign, No. 3.

Jonathan Barns, captain, No. 4; Nathan Dayton, lieutenant, No. 4;
Enos Davis, ensign, No. 4.

Elias Howell, junior, captain No. 5; Zebulon Halsey, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 5; Abraham Fordham, junior, ensign, No. 5.

James White, captain, No. 6; Caleb Rogers, lieutenant, No. 6;
Joshua Woodruff, ensign, No. 6.

Timothy Halsey, captain, No. 7; Abraham Howell, lieutenant,
No. 7; Rufus Foster, ensign, No. 7.

Stephen Howell, captain, No. 8; John N. Fordham, lieutenant,
No. 8; Matthew Howell, ensign, No. 8.

Edward Topping, captain, No.9; David Lupton, lieutenant, No. 9;
Caleb Howell, ensign, No. 9.

DUTCHESS COUNTY.

Abraham Brinck;rhoff, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Andrew Hill, major, No. 1; George Brinckerhoff, major, No. 2;
Joseph Jackson, adjutant, No. 1; Richard Rapelje, quartermaster,
No. 1; Casparus Mancius, surgeon, No. 1; Peter Osborn, surgeon’s
mate, No. 1; Abraham B. Rapalje, paymaster, No. 1.

Cornelius Adrianse, captain, No. 1; Jacobus Cooper, lieutenant,

No. 1; John Swart, ensign, No. 1.

1786.
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Theodorus Brett, captain, No. 2; Isaac Seabring, lieutenant,
No. 2; Isaac Bush, ensign, No. 2.

Theodorus Adrianse, captain, No. 3; James Humphrey, lieuten-.
ant, No. 3; Selah Brush, ensign, No. 3.

Jacobus S. Swartwout, captain, No. 4; George Van Vlacker, lieu-
tenant, No. 4; John Terbush, ensign, No. 4.

John Adrianse, captain, No. 5; Ram Adrianse, junior, lieutenant,
No. 5; Theodorus Van Wyck, ensign, No. 5. '

William Swartwout, captain, No. 6; Cornelius Swartwout, lieu-
tenant, No. 6; George Way, ensign, No. 6.

Robert Todd,* captain; Teunis Vanbunschoten, lieutenant; John
Terhune, ensign.

Isaac Veal, captain, No. 7; Zephaniah Platt, junior, lieutenant,
No. 7; Albert Monford, ensign, No. 7.

Christian Dubois, captain, No. 8; Daniel Schenck, lieutenant,
No. 8; Zachariah Van Voorhis, ensign, No. 8.

William B. Alger, captain, No. 9; John B. Van Wyck, lieutenant,
No. 9; Jacob Griffin, ensign, No. 9.

Cornelius R. Van Wyck, captain, No. 10, of light infantry; John

S. Brinckerhoff, lieutenant, No. 10; John Storm, ensign, No. 10.

ULSTER COUNTY.

Joseph Hasbrouck, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Philip D. Bevier, major, No. 1; Edward Lounsbury, mé,jor, No. 2;
David Bevier, adjutant, No. I; Jacobus Brown, quartermaster,
No. 1; Evert C. Wynkoop, paymaster, No. 1; Abraham Ten Eyck
DeWitt, surgeon, No. 1.

Leonard Hardenbergh, captain, No. 1; John C. Davis, lieutenant,

No. 1; Peter Johnson, ensign, No. 1.

* Captain Todd’s company transferred to Lieatenant Colonel Van Bunschoten’s
regiment.
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Joseph Hasbrouck, junior, captain, No. 2; Abraham Sahler, lieu-
tenant, No. 2; Wessel Brodhead, ensign, No. 2.

Dirick Wesbrook, captain, No. 3; Moses John Depue, lieutenant,
No. 3; Wessel B. Van Wagenen, ensign, No. 3.

Frederick Westbrook, captain, No. 4; Johannis Roosa, lieuten-
ant, No. 4; Cornelius P. Hornbeek, ensign, No. 4.

Reuben De Witt, captain, No. 5; John A. De Witt, lieutenant,
No. 5; Benjamin Bevier, junior, ensign, No. 5.

Josiah Hasbrouck, captain, No. 6; Peter Bevier, lieutenant, No. 6;
Petrus Lefever, junior, ensign, No. 6.

Methusalem Dubois, captain, No. 7; Levi Devo, lieutenant, No. 7;
Wessel Dubois, ensign, No. 7.

Nathaniel Potter, captain, No. 8; Jacob Whitney. lieutenant,
No. 8; Griffen Ransom, ensign, No. 8. i

Moses M. Cantine, captain, No. 9, of light infantry; Daniel Brod-
head, lieutenant, No. 9; Abraham Vernoy, ensign, No. 9.

Peter Tappen, captain, No. 10, of light infantry; Simon Bevier,

lieutenant, No. 10; Jacob J. Hasbrouck, junior, ensign, No. 10.

DUTCHESS COUNTY.

David Van Ness, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Andrew Heermanse, major, No. 1; Andrew White, major, No. 2;
Abraham Van Benthuysen, adjutant, No. 1; Roelof I. B. Kip,
quartermaster, No. 1; Benjamin V. Steenbergh, the third, paymas-
ter, No. 1; William Weller, surgeon, No. 1.

Abraham Hartwell,* captain; Joshua Daken, lieutenant; Philip
Spencer, junior, ensign.

Cornelius I. Elmendorph, captain, No. 1; Godtloph Marta, lieu-

tenant, No. 1; Wilhelmus Becker, ensign, No. 1.

*Captain Hartwell transferred to Lieutenant Colonel Brinton Paine’s regiment.

1786.
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Samuel Talmage, captain, No. 2; Benjamin Wells, lieutenant,
No. 2; Benjamin Westfall, junior, ensign, No. 2.

John Smith, captain, No. 3;‘ Jonathan Darling, lieutenant, No. 3;
Peter Husted, ensign, No. 3.

Arie Ferguson, captain, No. 4; Daniel Parks, lieutenant, No. 4;
James Stewart, ensign, No. 4.

Coenradt Lasher, captain; John Haas, lieutenant; Nicholas Hum-
phry, ensign.

David Hamblen, captain; Jonas Myer, lieutenant; James Winchel,
ensign.

Andrew P. Heermanse, captain, No. 5; Harman Whitbeck, lieu-
tenant, No. 5; Abraham Teeter, ensign, No. 5.

Ignes Kip, captain, No. 6; Roelif A. Kip, lieutenant, No. 6;
George Tremper, ensign, No. 6.

Philip Knickerbacker, captain, No. 7; Frederick Piester, lieuten-
ant, No. 7; Peter Knickerbacker, ensign, No. 7.

William Griffin, captain, No. 8; Josiah Fisher Dean, lieutenant,
No. 8; Samuel Wilson, ensign, No. 8.

William Radcliff, junior, captain, No. 10, of light infantry;
William Van Vredenburgh, lieutenant, No. 10; Benjamin Van
Steenbergh, ensign, No. 10.

Jacob J. Heermanse, captain, No. 9, of light infantry; John Van
Benthuysen, lieutenant, No. 9; James White, junior, ensign, No. 9.

An artillery company in General Swartwout’s brigade in Dutchess
county: Israel Smith, captain, No. 1; Robert H. Livingston, cap-
tain lieutenant, No. 1; John Van Wyck, lieutenant, No. 1; Jacob
Radcliff, lieutenant, No. 1; William Cook, lieutenant, No. 1.

Aaron Stockholm, captain, No. 1, of a troop of horse in General
Swartwout’s brigade; Cornelius Van Wyck, lieutenant, No. 1; Elias

L. Duboys, lieutenant, No. 2; Isaac Swartwout, cornet, No. I.



StatE HisTORIAN. 71

WASHINGTON COUNTY.

Adam Martin, lieutenant colonel commandant; Thomas Converse,
major, No. 1; John Armstrong, major, No. 2; Nathan Morgan,
adjutant, No. 1; Walter Martin, quartermaster, No. 1; St. John
Honeywood, paymaster, No. 1; John Williams, surgeon, No. 1;
David Long, surgeon’s mate, No. I. ’

Elishama Tozer, captain, No. 1; Benjamin Richardson, lieutenant,
No. 1; Solomon Vine, ensign, No. 1. '

James Wilson, captain, No. 2; William Shepherd, lieutenant,
No. 2; John Crosset, ensign, No. 2.

Lemuel Hyde, captain, No. 3; John Howe, lieutenant, No. 3;
Joseph Kellog, ensign, No. 3.

Alexander Turner, captain, No. 4; Reuben Turner, lieutenant,
No. 4; James Stuart, ensign, No. 4.

Daniel Brundage, captain, No. §5; Ephraim Fuller, lieutenant,
No. 5; Robert Fuller, ensign, No. 5. .

John McWhorter, captain, No. 6; Ebenezer Gold, lieytenant,
No. 6; Samuel Harendin, ensign, No. 6.

Daniel Curtis, captain, No. 7; Gurdun Johnston, lieutenant,
No. 7; John Walker, ensign, No. 7.

Gile Wilson, captain, No. 8; Joseph Woodward, lieutenant, No. 8;
Alexander Webster, junior, ensign, No. 8.

David Thomas, captain, No. 9; Alexander Turner, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 9; David McCracken, ensign, No. 9.

Joel Smith, captain, No. 10; David Grey, lieutenant, No. 10;
William Henderson, ensign, No. 10.

Adiel Sherwood, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Peter B. Tearce, major, No. 1; Isaac Hitchcock, major, No. 2;
Gilbert Caswell, adjutant, No. 1; John Hunsdon, quartermaster,
No. 1; William Dunwiddie, paymaster, No. 1; Zina Hitchcock,

surgeon; Ebenezer Hitchcock, surgeon’s mate.

17886.
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Nehemiah Seely, captain, No. 1; William Roberts, lieutenant,
No. 1; James Higson, ensign, No. 1.

Thomas Bradshaw, captain, No. 2; Thomas McGee, lieutenant,
No. 2; John Harris, ensign, No. 2.

Seth Sherwood, captain, No. 3; Albert Baker, junior, lieutenant,
No. 3; Nathaniel Pitcherd, ensign, No.'3.

Duncan Shaw, captain, No. 4; Alexander McDougal, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 4; Archibald Gillies, ensign, No. 4.

Caleb Noble, captain, No. 5; Elijah Bill, lieutenant, No. 5; Samuel
Chapman, ensign, No. 5

Levy Crocker, captain, No. 6; Thomas Durkee, lieutenant, No. 6;
Bunnel Paine, ensign, No. 6.

Phineas Babcock, captain, No. 7; Thomas Scribner, lieutenant,
No. 7; William McAuley, ensign, No. 7.

John Buck, captain, No. 8; Hugh Morrison, lieutenant, No. 8;
Benjamin Stuart, ensign, No. 8.

Cornelius Baldwin, captain, No. 9, of light infantry; Moses Pen-
nel, lieutenant, No. 9; David Buck, ensign, No. 9.

John Cook, captain, No. 10; Jonathan Hilton, lieuienant, No. 10;

Elijah Dunham, ensign, No. 10.

QUEENS COUNTY.

Daniel Lawrence, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Jonah Hallett, major, No. 1; Lewis Cornwall, major, No. 2;
William Furman, adjutant, No. 1; Samuel Edsall, quartermaster,
No. 1; Abraham Springsteen, paymaster, No. 1; Daniel Mineuse,
surgeon, No. I.

Isaac Lefferts, junior, captain, No. 1; James Denton, lieutenant,
No. 1; Cornelius Creed, ensign, No, I.

William Ludlum, captain, No. 2; Samuel Veal, lieutenant, No. 2;

Nehemiah Hinchman, ensign, No. 2.
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Daniel Higbie, captain, No. 3; Waters Lamberson, lieutenant,
No. 3; William Carpenter, ensign, No. 3.

Caleb Valentine, captain, No. 4; Jacob Arison, lieutenant, No. 4;
Thorne Clement, ensign, No. 4.

Nathaniel Foster, captain, No. 5; John Van Voorhees, lieutenant,
No. 5; William Hicks, ensign, No. 5.

Robert Moore, captain, No. 6; Samuel Blackwell, lieutenant,
No. 6; John Wyckoff, ensign, No. 6.

Luke Remsen, captain, No. 7; John Sackett, lieutenant, No. 7;
John Gosline, ensign, No. 7.

Stephen Herriman, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
John Ditmars, lieutenant, No. 9; Willett Skidthore, ensign, No. 9.

John Lawrence, of New Town, captain, No. 10, of a company of
light infantry; Jamés Lawrence, lieutenant, No. 10; Cornelius R.
Remsen, ensign, No. 10. .

Richard Thorne, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Andrew Onderdonck, major, No. 1; Isaack Hendrickson, major,
No. 2; James Raynor, adjutant, No. 1; Peter Hendrickson, quarter-
master, No. 1; Charles Mitchell, surgeon, No. 1; Richard Morrell,
surgeon’s mate, No. 1; William Mitchell, paymaster, No. 1.

Elijah Allen, captain, No. 1; Thomas Tredwell, lieutenant, No. 1;
Japhet Cornell, ensign, No. 1.

Daniel Rapalje, captain, No. 2; William Dodge, lieutenant, No. 2;
William Sands, ensign, No. 2. ‘

Thomas Appleby, captain, No. 3; George Onderdonck, lieutenant,
No. 3; Abraham Brinckerhoff, ensign, No. 3.

Samuel Searing, captain, No. 4; Sylvanus Smith, lieutenant,
No. 4; Samuel'Cheeseman, ensign, No. 4.

Joseph Durland, captain, No. §; Peter Pettit, lieutenant, No. 5;
Jackemiah Beadle, ensign, No. 5.
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Samuel Carman, captain, No. 6; Ezekiah Beadle,' lieutenant,
No. 6; Joseph Pettit, ensign, No. 6.

Peter Smith, captain, No. 7; Benjamin Cornell, lieutenant, No. 7;
Jacob Hicks, ensign, No. 7.

Joseph Skidmore, captain, No. 8; Abraham Burtis, lieutenant,
No. 8; James Hendrickson, ensign, No. 8.

John Smith, captain, No. 9; Thomas C. Thorne, lieutenant, No. 9;
John Burtis, ensign, No. 9. ,

David Ellison, captain, No. 10, of light infantry; Benjamin Ever-
itt, lieutenant, No. 10; Samuel Seabury, ensign, No. 10.

Samuel Youngs, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Walter Jones, major, No. 1; Nathaniel Coles, junior, major, No. 2;
Peter Hageman, adjutant, No. 1; Enoch Seaman, quartermaster,
No. 1; James Coles, paymaster, No. 1; Justus Stoors, surgeon,
No. 1; Whitehead Kissam, surgeon’s mate, No. 1.

William Townsend, captain, No. 1; ]os;eph White, lieutenant, No.
1; Isaac Underhill, ensign, No. 1.

Stephen Frost, captain, No. 2; James Craft, lieutenant, No. 2;
Daniel Underhill, ensign, No. 2.

John Wright, captain, No. 3; Abraham Monfoort, lieutenant, No.
3; Peter Luister, ensign, No. 3. .

Philip Youngs, captain, No. 4; Gabriel Duryea, lieutenant, No. 4;
John Lefferts, ensign, No. 4.

John Williams, captain, No. 5; Leonard Seaman, lieutenant, No.
5; William Williams, ensign, No. 5.

John Townsend, captain, No. 6; George Townsend, lieutenant,
No. 6; Samuel Birdsall, ensign, No. 6.

Joseph Schilman, captain, No. 7; David Birdsall, lieutenant, No.
7; Stephen Van Voorhis, ensign, No. 7.

James Jackson, captain, No. 8; Seaman Birdsall, lieutenant, No.
8; Zebulon Seaman, junior, ensign, No. 8.
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Walter W. Townsend, captain, No. 9, of light infantry; Joseph '
Vandewater, lieutenant, No. 9; Jacob Latting, senior, ensign, No. 9.
Benjamin Townsend, captain, No. 10, of light infantry; Daniel
Monfoort, lieutenant, No. 10; Gerret Laton, ensign, No. IO.‘
Zebulon Seaman, captain, No. 1, of a company of artillery in the
brigade; Samuel Burr, captain lieutenant, No. 1; Abraham Pro-

basco, lieutenant, No. 1; Thomas Rock Smith, lieutenant, No. 2.

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

William Floyd, brigadier general.

KINGS AND QUEENS COUNTIES.

Matthew Clarkson, brigadier general.

RICHMOND COUNTY.

Jacob Mersereau, lieutenant colonel commandant.

John C. Dongan, major, No. 1; Cornelius McClean, major, No. 2;
Peter Winants, adjutant, No. 1; Lewis Ryerse, quartermaster, No. I.

Jonathan Lewis, junior, captain, No. 1; Henry Cruse, lieutenant,
No. 1; John Van Waggoner, ensign, No. 1.

Abraham Woglom, captain, No. 2; Peter Winants, lieutenant, No.
2; Jacob Winant, ensign, No. 2.

Bastian Ellis, captain, No. 3; John Mersereauy, lieutenant, No. 3;
Edward De Hart, ensign, No. 3.

KINGS COUNTY.

Rutgert Van Brunt, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Daniel Rapalje, major, No. 1; John Cowenhoven, major, No. 2;
Albert Voorhees, adjutant, No. 1; Johannes Ditmos, quartermaste;'.

Lambert Suydam, captain of a troop of horse in General (Mat-
thew) Clarkson’s brigade; Hendrick H. Suydam, captain lieutenant,
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No. 1; John R. Cowenhoven, lieutenant, No. 2; Rem Hagerﬁan, cor-
net, No. 1; John Nostront, quartermaster, No. 1.

Nicholas Van Bront, captain, No. 1, of a company in the town-
ship of New Utrecht; William Berry, lieutenant, No. 1; Arent Van
Pelt, lieutenant, No. 1; Abraham Durye, ensign, No. 1.

Samuel Garretson, captain, No. 2, of a company in the township
of Gravesend; Hendrick Van Cleef, lieutenant, No. 2; John John-
son, ensign, No. 2.

Andrew Suydam, captain, No. 3, of a company in the township
of Flatbush; John C. Van de Veer, lieutenant, No. 3; Nicholas
Wyckhoff, junior, lieutenant, No. 3; Daniel Bennum, ensign, No. 3.

John Titus, captain, No. 4, of a company in the township of
Bushwick; Peter Colyer, lieutenant, No. 4; John Skilmore, ensign,
No. 4.

Barent Lefferts, captain, No. 5, for the east division of Brooklyn;
Jeremiah Vanderbilt, lieutenant, No. 5; Christian Durye, ensign,
No. 5.

Jacob Sebring, captain, No. 6, for the west division of Brooklyn;
Teunis Bergen, junior, lieutenant; Jeremiah Brewer, ensign, No. 6.

Thomas Elsworth, captain, No. 7, of a ‘company at Flatlands;

Elias Hubbert, lieutenant; John Voorhees, ensign, No. 7.*

WESTCHESTER COUNTY.

Gilbert Budd, lieutenant colonel commandant; Jonathan Hallet,
major, No. I.

Daniel Williams, major, No. 2; Robert Morris, adjutant, No. 1;
Leonard Lispenard, paymaster, No. 1;'James Ferris, junior, quar-

termaster, No. 1; John Wright, surgeon, No. 1.

* For the second-named lieutenants in the above, new commissions are not to issue
until the regiment is arranged into its proper number of companies.
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William Legget, captain, No. 1; Jacob Hunt, lieutenant, No. 1;
Eden Hunt, ensign, No. 1.

George Briggs, captain, No. 2; Frederick Stevenson, lieutenant,
No. 2; Anthony L. Underhill, ensign, No. 2.

David Hunt, captain, No. 3; Nicholas Berrian, lieutenant, No 3;
Isaac Hadley, ensign, No. 3.

David Pell, captain, No. 4; Charles Willis, lieutenant, No. 4;
Jeremiah Saireman, ensign, No. 4.

John Odle, captain, No. 5; Jacobus Dyckman, lieutenant, No. 5;
Isaac Odle, ensign, No. 5.

Jacob Van Tassell, captain, No. 6; Thomas Boyce, lieutenant,
No. 6; John Van Waert, ensign, No. 6.

Caleb Tompkins, captain, No. 7; James Vincent, lieutenant, No.
7; Jonathan Verian, ensigr;, No. 7.

Charles Ward, captain, No. 8; Thomas Pinkney, lieutenant, No.
8; William Crawford, ensign, No. 8. )

James Oakley, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Charles Cook, lieutenant, No. 9; Jonathan Ward, lieutenant, No. 9.

Samuel Stevenson, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
James Ward, lieutenant, No. 10; Peter Davidson, ensign, No. 10.

Tbomas Thomas, lieutenant colonel commandant.

David Hobby, major, No. 1; Gilbert Lyon, major, No. 2; Abra-
ham Hyatt, adjutaht, No. 1; Samuel Marvin, quartermaster, No. I.

anas Ausor, captain, No. 1; Jesse Baker, lieutenant, No. 1; James
Requaw, junior, ensign, No. 1.

Isaac Brown, captain, No. 2; Gilbert Brush, lieutenant, No. 2;
David Bloomer, ensign, No. 2.

Jonathan Basley, captain, No. 3; John Floods, lieutenant, No. 3;
John Smith, ensign, No, 3.

John Falkner, captain, No. 4; William Barker, lieutenant, No. 4;
Robert Graham, ensign, No. 4.

1788,
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Thomas Carpenter, captain, No. 5; James Miller, lieutenant, No.
5; William Veal, ensign, No. 5. '

William Mousier, captain, No. 6; Samuel Banks, ensign, No. 6.

William Wright, captain, No. 7; Isaac M. Vermilie, lieutenant,
No. 7; Samuel Hyatt, ensign, No. 7.

Thomas Ferris, captain, No. 8; James Smith, lieutenant, No. 8;
Lodowick Light, ensign, No. 8.

Cornelius Oakley, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Elisha Maynard, lieutenant, No. 9; Underhill Lyon, ensign, No. 9.

Nathaniel Gacker, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Miles Forman, lieutenant, No. 10; Joseph Lyon, ensign, No. 10.

Richard Sackett, lieutenant colonel commandant; Daniel Delavan,
major, No. 1.

Samuel Lewis, major, No. 2; Joseph 'Morgan, adjutant, No. 1;
Jacob Gilbert, paymaster, No. 1; Hezekiah Dan, quartermaster, No.
1; Henry Wilson, surgeon, No. 1; Seth Miller, surgeon’s mate,
No. 1.

James Strowbridge, captain, No. 1; James Sackett, lieutenant,
No. 1; Joseph Bouten, ensign, No. 1.

James Raymond, junior, captain, No. 2; Thomas Hawxhurst,
lieutenant, No. 2; John Tyler, ensign, No. 2.

Lemuel Laight, captain, No. 3; Abijah Harris, lieutenant, No. 3;
Thaddeus Sarls, ensign, No. 3.

Hezekiah Miller, captain, No. 4; Solomon Miller, lieutenant, No.
4; Nehemiah Gregory, ensign, No. 4.

Benajah Brown, captain, No. 5; Joseph Lockwood, lieutenant,
No. 5; James Seely, ensign, No. 5.

Nathan Lockwood, captain, No. 6; David Schofield, lieutenant,
No. 6; Samuel Stebbins, ensign, No. 6.

Beﬁjamin Chapman, captain, No. 7; Isaac Northrup, junior, lieu-

tenant, No. 7; Nathan Betts, ensign, No. 7.
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Timothy Benedict, captain, No. 8; Benjamin Benedict, lieutenant,
No. 8; Jacob Hyat, junior, ensign, No. 8.

Jesse Hawley, captain, No. 9, of a light infantry company; Henry
Clapp, lieutenant, No. 9; Thomas Craft, ensign, No. 9.

Joseph Guyre, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Samuel Isaacs, lieutenant, No. 10; Joseph Bouten, ensign, No. 10.
_John Hyatt, lieutenant colonel commandant; Joshua Drake,
major, No. 1.

Gilbert Strang, major, No. 2; John Finck, adjutant, No. 1; John
Garrison, paymaster, No. 1; Elijah Hammond, quartermaster, No. 1.

James Foresyth, captain, No. 1; David Ferris, lieutenant No. 1;
Solomon Hawes, ensign, No. 1.

John Pawling, captain, No. 2; Jarvis Dusenbury, lieutenant,
No. 2.

Alvan Purdy, captain, No. 3; Austin Raynolds, lieutenant, No. 3.

Benjamin Green, captain, No. 4; William Martin, lieutenant, No.
4; Jonathan Miller, ensign, No. 4.

Peter Carman, captain, No. 5; Richard Smith, lieutenant, No. 5;
Thomas Strang, ensign, No. 5.

Joseph Veal, captain, No. 6; Obadiah Purdy, lieutenant, No. 6;
Nathaniel Wright, ensign, No. 6.

Abraham Buckout, captain, No. 7; Oliver Bloodgood, lieutenant,
No. 7; James Bashford, ensign, No. 7.

Benjamin Dyckman, captain, No. 8; Garret Dyckman, lieutenant,
No. 8; Jonathan Odle, ensign, No. 8.

Pierre Van Cortlandt, junior, captain, No. 9, of light infantry;
Gilbert Drake, junior, lieutenant, No. 9; Underhill Strang, ensign,

No.o.
Archer Read, captain, No. 10, c’>f a light infantry company ; David

Brown, lieutenant, No. 10; Samuel Curtis, ensign, No. 10.
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Jesse Trusdal, major, No. 1.

Joseph Benedict, captain, No. 1; Nathaniel Reynolds, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 1; Enoch Benedict, ensign, No. 1.

Uriah Wallace, captain, No. 2; David Smith, lieutenant, No. 2;
Jesse Close, ensign, No. 2.

Isaac Keeler, captain, No. 3; William Rogers, lieutenant, No. 3;
Stephen Delivan, ensign, No. 3.

Daniel Purdy, captain, No. 4; Andrew Quick, lieutenant, No. 4;
James Miller, ensign, No. 4.

William W. Morris, captain, No. 1, of an artillery company in
Brigadier General (Lewis) Morris’s brigade; Elias Newman, captain
lieutenant, No. 1; Nathan Delivan, lieutenant, No. 1; Nehemiah
Fancher, lieutenant, No. 2; Adam Keeling, lieutenant, No. 3.

John Mandeville, captain, No. 1, of a troop of horse in General
Morris’s brigade; Jacob M. Vermilie, captain lieutenant, No. 1;
Jacob Odle, cornet, No. 1.

Philip Pell, inspector of General Morris’s brigade.

KINGS COUNTY.

James Lefferts, paymaster.

ORANGE COUNTY.

John Hathorn, brigadier general of the militia in Orange county,
vice (William) Allison, resigned, which by an order of the com-
mander in'chief is formed and arranged into one brigade.

Henry Wisner, lieutenant colonel commandant.

John Minthorn, major, No. 3; Peter Bartholf, major, No. 4; John
Welling, adjutant, No. 3; David Miller, quartermaster, No. 3; Rob-
ert Armstrong, paymaster, No. 1; Nathaniel Elmer, surgeon, No. 1;
Joseph Hughston, surgeon’s mat:a, No. 1.

Andrew Miller, captain, No. 1; Jonathan Hallock, lieutenant, No.
1; William Miller, ensign, No. 1.
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Colvill Shepherd, captain, No. 2; Jonathan Arnold, lieutenant,
No. 3; Jesse Shepherd, ensign, No. 2.

David McCamly, captain, No. 3; John Simson, lieutenant, No. 6;
Abraham Bennett, ensign, No. 4.

George Vance, captain, No. 4; James Burt, lieutenant, No. 4;
William Bennedict, ensign, No. 5.

Henry Bartholf, captain, No. 5; Andrew Cristie, lieutenant, No.
2; Asa Wisner, ensign, No. 6.

Enoch Jackson, captain, No. 6; Daniel Popno, lieutenant, No. 5;
Benjamin Jinnings, ensign, No. 3.

William Townsend, captain, No. 7; John McL. Roy, lieutenant,
No. 7; Thomas Ayers, ensign, No. 8.

Jacobus Post, captain, No. 8; James Wisner, lieutenant, No. 8;
Richard Johnson, junior, ensign, No. 7.

James Miller, captain, No. 3, of a company of light infantry;
William Wynans, lieutenant, No. 5; Garret Post, ensign, No. 5.

Richard Willing, captain, No. 4, of a company of light infantry;
John Vance, lieutenant, No. 2; Anthony Finn, ensign, No. 1.

Moses Hetfield, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 2.

Reuben Hopkins, major, No. 1; John L. Moffat, major, No. 2;
Thomas Waters, adjutant, No. 2; Nehemiah Carpenter, quarter-
master, No. 1; Adonijah Stanburrough, paymaster, No. 2; William
Elmer, surgeon, No. 1; Eusebius Austin, surgeon’s mate, No. 1.

Coe Gale, captain, No. 1; Michael Carpenter, lieutenant, No. 6;
Joseph Denton, ensign, No. 3.

William W. Thompson, captain, No. 2; Anthony Dobbins, lieu-
tenant, No. 5; Stephen Allison, ensign, No. 5.

Benjamin Jackson, captain, No. 3; Jabez Knap, lieutenant, No. 3;
William Roe, ensign, No. 6.

6
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Wilhelmus Westfall, captain, No. 4; Elijah Van Aken, lieutenant,
No. 4; Levi Van Etten, ensign, No. 2. ) ‘

Abraham Harden, captain, No. 5; Arthut Van Tuyl, lieutenant,
No. 8; James Reeves, junior, ensign, No. 7.

John Whitaker, captain, No. 6; James Brown, lieutenant, No. 7;
Solomon Tracey, ensign, No. 8.

William Jackson, captain, No. 7; Hadmiel Moore, lieutenant, No.
1; John Ketcham, ensign, No. 4.

Christian Shults, céptain, No. 8; Nathan Arnot, lieutenant, No. 2;
Silas Hulse, ensign, No. 1.

Joshua Brown, junior, captain, No. 1, of a company of light infan-
try; Daniel Jackson, lieutenant, No. 1; David Webb, ensign, No. 6.

Benjamin Moore, junior, captain, No. 6, of a company of light
infantry; Luther Steward, lieutenant, No. 3; Daniel Jessup, ensign,
No. 4.

Seth Marvin, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 3.

‘

Samuel Strong, major, No. 5; John Woodhull Tuthill, major, No.
6; James Sayre, adjutant, No. 1; Hezekiah Howell, junior, quarter-
master, No. 2; William Brewster, paymaster, No. 3.

Francis Brewster, captain, No. 1; John Tuthill, lieutenant, No. 3;
Silvanus White, junior, ensign, No. 1.

James Sayre, captain, No. 2; Job Sayre, lieutenant, No. 4; Stod-
dard Conkling, ensign, No. 2.

Matthew Carpenter, captain, No. 3; Robert Dunlap, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 5; Joseph Garrison, ensign, No. 7.

David Southerland, captain, No. 4; Henry Mandevell, lieutenant,
No. 6; Henry Van Duzer, ensign, No. 3.

Timothy Little, captain, No. §; Richard Woodhull, lieutenant,
No. 2; Robert Davenport, ensign, No. 5.

Aaron Miller, captain, No. 6; John Gardiner, lieutenant, No. 7;

Morris Pilgrim, ensign, No. 6.
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Anselm Helm, captain, No. 7; David Hawkings, lieutenant, No.
1; Silas Howell, ensign, No. 4.

Henry Brewster, junior, captain, No. 2, of a company of light
infantry: Nathaniel Woodhull, lieutenant, No. 4; Selah Strong,
ensign, No. 3.

Daniel Harrison, captain, No. 5; John Mavin, lieutenant, No. 6;
Nathaniel Dubois, ensign, No. 2.

Jacob Wright, brigade inspector to General (John) Hathorn’s
brigade; George Flemming, captain, No. 1, of the artillery company
belonging to the said brigade; James W. Wilkin, captain lieutenant,
No. 1; Philip Burroughs, lieutenant, No. 1; Zebulon Wheeler, lieu-

tenant, No. 1.
SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Jeffery 'Smith, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Benajah Strong, major, No. 1; Epinetus Concklin, major, No. 2;
Samuel Carl, adjutant, No. 1; Mills Phillips, quartermaster, No. 1;
George Smith, paymaster, No. 1.

William Phillips, captain, No. 1, of a troop of horse in Brigadier
General (William) Floyd’s brigade: Timothy Carll, junior, captain
lieutenant, No. 1; William Mills, lieutenant, No. 2; Oliver Smith,
cornet, No. 1.

David Smith, captain, No. 1; Zebulon Smith, lieutenant, No. 1;
Ezra Conklin, ensign, No. 1.

Samuel Smith, captain, No. 2; Jonas Mills, junior, lieutenant, No.
2; John Floyd, ensign, No. 2.

Timothy Conklin, captain, No. 3: Israel Titus, lieutenant, No. 3;
Selah Wood, ensign, No. 3.

Micah Hunt, captain, No. 4; Nathaniel Buffet, lieutenant, No. 4;
Jocobus Nostran, ensign, No. 4.

Zebulon Ketcham, captain, No. 5; Silas Munsey, lieutenant, No.
5; Phillip Ketcham, ensign, No. 5.

1786.
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Jeremiah Terry, captain, No. 6; Jacob Wheeler, lieutenant, No. 6;
Nathaniel Conklin, ensign, No. 6.

Epenetus Smith, captain, No. 7; Jesse Bryan, lieutenant, No. 7;
Augustine Fleet, ensign, No. 7.

Israel Carll, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
William Jones, lieutenant, No. 9; John Whiteman, ensign, No. 9.

Joshua Smith, junior, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infan-
try; Paul Smith, lieutenant, No. 10; Nathaniel Smith, ensign,
No. 10.

John Smith, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Nicoll Floyd, major, No. 1; Timothy Halsey,* major, No. 2; Caleb
Helme, adjutant, No. 1; Naihaniel Davis, junior, ;;uartermaster.
No. 1.

Jonas Hawkins, captain, No. 1; Austin Roe, lieutenant, No. I;
Richard Floyd, ensign, No. I.

Merrit Smith Woodhull, captain, No. 2; John-Woodhull, ye third,
lieutenant, No. 2; James Davis, ye third, ensign, No. 2.

Thomas Avery, captain, No. 3; Joel Rose, lieutenant, No. 3;
Isaac Overton, junior, ensign, No. 3.

Gershom Brown, captain, No. 4; William Sweazey, lieutenant,
No. 4; John Leek, ensign, No. 4.

John Havens, captain, No. 5; Doxey Lane, lieutenant, No. 5;
William Smith, junior, ensign, No. 5.

Caleb Hulse, captain, No. 6; Nathaniel Overton, lieutenant, No.
6; Samuel Davis, ensign, No. 6.

Abraham Howell, captain, No. 7; Rufus Foster, lieutenant, No. 7.

Thomas Strong, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Joseph Brewster, junior,* lieutenant, No. 9; Daniel Roe, junior,

ensigh, No. 9.

*Declined.
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Charles Howell, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Jonathan Jagger,* lieutenant, No. 10; James Woodhull,* ensign,
No. 10.

ORANGE COUNTY.

Troop of horse in Brigadier General John Hathorn’s brigade.

Henry A. Williams, captain, No, 1; Phineas Herd, captain lieu-
tenant, No. 1; Charles Howel, lieutenant, No. 1; Thomas Welling,

junior, cornet, No. I.

DUTCHESS COUNTY.

In Lieutenant Colonel Commandant David Van Ness’ regi-
ment—in Captain Jacob Heermanse’s company—Peter Bogardus,
lieutenant, No. 9, vice John Van Benthuysen, declined; in Captain
(Abraham) Hartwell’s company, Josiah Halley, lieutenant, No. 8§,
vice Joshua Daken, removed from office.

In Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Brinton Paine’s regiment,
in Captain David Hamblin’s company, James Winchell, lieuten-
ant, No. 9, vice Jonas Myer, removed from office; Thomas Frost,
ensign, No. 9. The pleasure of the Council being determined as to
the tenor of the commissions and offices of the said Joshua Daken
and Jonas Myer.

John Drake, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1, vice Henry
Luddinton.

John Crane, major, No. 1; George Lane, major, No. 2; Henry
Garrison, adjutant, No. 1; Josiah Baker, quartermaster, No. 1;
Elnathan Gregory, surgeon, No. 1; Isaac Everitt, surgeon’s mate,
No. 1; Archibald Luddington, paymaster, No. I.

Elijah Townsend, captain, No. 1; Elisha Brown, lieutenant, No. 1;

Henry Luddington, junior, ensign, No. 1.

* Declined.
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Elijah Fuller, captain, No. 2; James Townsend, lieutenant, No. 2;
John Cole, ensign, No. 2.

Caleb Hazen, captain, No. 3; Ezra Gregory, lieutenant, No. 3;
Daniel Willson, ensign, No. 3.

Jesse Smith, captain, No. 4; Jabez Berry, lieutenant, No. 4; Gil-
bert Drake, ensign, No. 4.

John Drake, junior, captain, No. 5; Moses Dusenbury, junior,
lieutenant, No. 5; Nathan Lane, ensign, No. 5.

Israel Knap, captain, No. 6; Joshua Horton, lieutenant, No. 6;
Joseph Bard, ensign, No. 6.

Isaac Pynneir, captain, No. 7; John Berry, lieutenant, No. 7;
William Webb, ensign, No. 7.

Solomon Hopkins, captain, No. 8; Consider Cushman, lieutenant,
No. 8; Ebenezer Boyd, junior, evnsign, No. 8.

James Cock, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Benajah Bardsley, lieutenant, No. 9; Samuel Berry, ensign, No. 9.

Thomas Sears, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Daniel Gregory, lieutenant, No. 10; Eleazer Hasen, ensign, No. 10.

William Pearce, lieutenant colonel commapdant, No. 1, of the
regiment whereof John Field was colonel.

Samuel Augustus Barker, major, No. 1; Benjamin Elliott, major,
No. 2; Peter Talman, adjutant, No. 1; Joseph C. Field, paymaster,
No. 1; Lemuel Crosby, quartermaster, No. 1; Joseph Crane, junior,
surgeon, No. 1; William Woster, surgeon’s mate, No. 1. v

Zaccheus Marshall, captain, No. 1; Jethro Sherman, lieutenant,
No. 1; Caleb Hains, junior, ensign, No. I.

Benjamin Titus, captain, No. 2; Stephen Kelsey, lieutenant, No.
2; David Baldwin, ensign, No. 2.

Jonathan Crane, captain, No. 3; Joseph Requa, lieutenant, No. 3;

Ezra Richards, ensign, No. 3.
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Joseph Chandler, captain, No. 4; Uriah Sill, lieutenant, No. 4;
William C. Mills, ensign, No. 4.

Nathan Paddock, captain, No. 5; Samuel Crosby, lieutenant, No.
5; John Penny, ensign, No. 5.

Thomas Stevens, captain, No. 6; James Stark, lieutenant, No. 6;
Elisha Shelden, ensign, No. 6.

Ephraim Marvin, captain, No. 7; Solomon Crosby, lieutenant,
No. 7; Matthew Beal, ensign, No. 7.

James Burton, captain, No. 8; Peter Carly, lieutenant, No. 8;
John Heacock, ensign, No. 8.

Daniel Davis, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Stephen Mitchel, lieutenant, No. 9; Abiel Sherman, ensign, No. 9.

Stephen Barnum, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
John Patterson, lieutenant, No. 10; Ira Crane, ensign, No. 10.

Elias Van Bunschoten, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1, of
the regiment whereof John Frear was colonel.

Theodorus Bailey, major, No. 1; Henry Dodge, major, No. 2;
John P. Vermont, adjutant, No. 1; Theodorus Platt, quartermaster,
No. 1; James Kent, paymas;ter, No. 1; Charles Crook, surgeon, No.
1; Robert Thorn, surgeon’s mate, No. 1.

Stephen Hendrickson, captain, No. 1; William Terry, lieutenant,
No. 1; Peter 1. VanKleeck, ensign, No. 1.

Abraham Fort, captain, No. 2; Casparus Westervelt, lieutenant,
No. 2; Henry Schoonmaker, ensign, No. 2.

Martin Hoffman, captain, No. 3; Simon I. Frear, lieutenant, No.
3; Aaron Law, ensign, No. 3.

Jacobus Frear, captain, No. 4; Elias Frear, lieutenant, No. 4;
Henry Kipp, ensign, No. 4.

Robert Todd, captain, No. 5; Teunis Van Bunschoten, lieutenant,
No. 5; John Terhune, ensign, No. §.
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Eliphalet Platt, captain, No. 6; Daniel Smith, lieutenant, No, 6;
Scudder Platt, ensign, No. 6. '

Henry Humfirey, captain, No. 7; Francis R. Nelson, lieutenant,
No. 7; Jared Wendell, ensign, No. 7.

Jesse Bell, captain, 'No. 8; Egnes Van Bunschoten, lieutenant,
No. 8; James Stoutenburgh, ensign, No. 8.

Gilbert I. Livingston, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infan-
try; William Bailey, lieutenant; Robert Luckey, ensign.

Jacobus Sleght, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Baltus Frear, lieutenant; Martin Hoffman, junior, énsign.

James Van Der Burgh, lieutenant colonél commandant, No. 1.

William Clark, major, No. 1; Bartholomew Vanderburgh, major,
No. 2; Peter Vanderburgh, adjutant, No. 1; Thomas Humphrey,
quartermaster, No. 1.

Roger Murray, captain, No. 1; Walton Hulen, lieutenant, No. x§
John Vandervoort, ensign, No. 1.

John Langdon, captain, No. 2; Caleb Sheldon, lieutenant, No. 2;
Ebenezer Draper, ensign, No. 2.

Taber Bentley, captain, No. 3; Bénjamin Alsbro, lieutenant,
No. 3; Jeremiah Haxston, ensign, No. 3.

Daniel Uhle, captain, No. 4; Gideon Thomson, junior, lieutenant,
No. 4; John Whi'tman, ensign, No. 4.

Hezekiah Collins, captain, No. 5; Joshua Collins, lieutenant, No.
5; Henry Burtis, ensign, No. 5.

Nehemiah Oakley, captain, No. 6; Eljah Townsend, lieutenant,
No. 6; William Cooke, ensign, No. 6.

David Morehouse, captain, No. 7; Joseph Saul, lieutenant, No. 7;
David Elliot, ensign, No. 7.

Samuel Thomson, captain, No. 8; William Wilkinson, lieuten-

ant, No. 8; Ebenezer Hill, ensign, No. 8.
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Benjamin Noxon, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;‘

Charles Newton, lieutenant, No. 9; Andrew Whitley, ensign, No. 9.
William Edmond, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Justis Gregory, lieutenant, No. 10; Richard Marks, ensign, No. 10.

Brinton Paine, lieutenal:nt colonel commandant, No. 1.

Colbe Chamberlain, major, No. 1; James Tallmadge, major, No.
2; Jacob Bokee, adjutant, No. 1; David Truesdell, quartermaster,
No. 1; John Barr, paymaster, No. 1; Reuben Allerton, surgeon,
No. 1; Luther Waterman, surgeon’s mate, No. I.

Daniel Shepard, captain, No. 1; Robert Hebert, lieutenant, No.
1; Stephen Platt, ensign, No. I. ‘

Noah Wheeler, captain, No. 2; Seth Wheeler, lieutenant, No. 2;
Jeremiah Conckling, ensign, No. 2.

Edmund Parlee, captain, No. 3; Rufus Herrick, junior, lieutenant,
No. 3; Benjamin Herrick, ensign, No. 3.

John Boyd, captain, No. 4; William Young, lieutenant, No. 4;
Amariah Winchester, ensign, No. 4.

Isaac Darrow, captain, No. 5; Elijah Park, lieutenant, No. §;
John Freeman, ensign, No. 5.

Solomon Armstrong, captain, No. 6; Walter Lothrop, lieutenant,
No. 6; Thomas Barlow, ensign, No. 6.

Abner Purdy, captain, No. 7; Asa Alling, lieutenant, No. 7;
Isaiah Dibbel, ensign, No. 7.

Abraham Hartwell, captain, No. 8; Josiah Holley, lieutenant,
No. 8; Philip Spencer, ensign, No. 8.

David Hamblen, captain, No. 9; James Winchell, lieutenant, No.

9; Thomas Frost, ensign, No. 9.

WASHINGTON COUNTY.

1786.

Solomon Austine having been appointed ensign in the regiment g, 178

of militia of Washington county, whereof Adam Martin, esquire,

pteﬁbor
..
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is lieuten_ant colonel, instead of Solomon Vine, who was intended to
have been appointed, RESOLVED, that the said Solomon Vine be and
is hereby appointed ensign No. 1 in the said regiment, in the room
of Solomon Austine, and that the secretary correct the mistake -
in the minutes by altering the name of Austine to Vine—That
Thomas Lyons be and he is hereby appointed captain No. 5 of a
company in the said regiment in the room of Daniel Brundige, dis-
placed., and whose appointment is hereby declared to be abrogated
and void.—That the following persons be and are hereby appointed
officers in the said regiment (to wit) Elijah White, captain No. 11,
Solomon Baker, lieutenant No. 11, and —— Hawley, ensign No. 11,
of a company in the township of Grenville, in the said regiment,
and that Samuel Morrison be captain No. 12, Isaac Harlow, lieu-
tenant No. 12, Isaac Hopkins, ensign No. 12 of a company at
East Bay in the said regiment—That Stephen Clapp be captain No.
9 of a light infantry company in said regiment; Thomas Bellows,
lieutenant No. 9; William Smith, ensign No. 9.

Benjamin Johnson, captain No. 10 of a light infantry company;
Samuel Hotskinks, lieutenant No. 10; Asa Tyler, ensign No. 10.

Resolved, that the appointments of Phenias Babcock, as captain
of a company in the regiment of militia in the said county whereof
Adiel Sherwood, esquire, is lieutenant colonel, James Hickson as
an ensign and Elijah Dunham as ensign, of companies in the said
regiment be and are hereby abrogated and declared void and their
respective offices vacant; the pleasure of the Council being deter-

mined as to their . tenor—And that Thomas Scribner, be and he is

* hereby appointed captain No. 7 of the said company in the said regi-

ment in the room of the said Phineas Babcock, displaced—that
William McAuley be lieutenant No. 7 of a company in the room

of Thomas Scribner, promoted—that John Clark be ensign No. 7
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of a company in the room of William McAuley, promoted—that
William Roberts be captain No. 1 of a company in the said regi-
ment in the room of Nehemiah Seely, who declines accepting—
that Jonathan Pitcher be lieutenant No. 1 in the room of William
Roberts, promoted, and Ebenezer Buck be ensign No. 1 in the
room of James Hickson, displaced, and that John Hunsdon be cap-
tain of a light infantry company No. 10 in the room of John Cook,
who declines serving; Noah Payne, junior, be ensign No. 10 of said
company, and that Charles Robinson be quartermaster No. 1 of the
said regiment in the room of John Hunsdon, promoted—And that
Isaiah Mead be lieutenant No. 3 in the room of Albert Backer,

junior, who declines accepting.

ULSTER COUNTY.

Cornelius T. Jansen, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Severyn T. Bruyn, major, No. 1; David Ostrander, major, No. 2;
Abraham Schoonmaker, adjutant, No. 1; Henry Vanuyven, quar-
termaster, No. I.

Arthur Smith, captain, No. 1; Isaac Fowler, lieutenant, No. 1;
Reuben Tucker, ensign, No. 1.

Siah Robinson, captain, No. 2; James Hunter, lieutenant, No. 2;
Dirck Roosa, junior, ensign, No. 2.

Jason* Wilkins, captain, No. 3; Samuel Gillaspy, lieutenant,
No. 3; John Robinson, ensign, No. 3.

William Cross, captain, No. 4; Isaac Rose, lieutenant, No. 4;
Mathias Milspagh, ensign, No. 4.

Annen Smith, captain, No. 5; Nathaniel Kelsey, lieutenant, No. 5;
Nathaniel Harcourt, ensign, No. 5.

Robert Erwin, captain, No. 6; Isaac Hasbrouck, lieutenant,

No. 6; Samuel Drake, ensign, No. 6.

* Has been changed ; may be John.— Coancil of Appointment Minutes.
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William Ostrander, captain, No. 7; Michael Pilligar, lieutenant,
No. 7; Ezekiel Masten, ensign, No. 7.

Nicholas Hardenbergh, captain, No. 8; Nicholas Jansen, lieuten-
ant, No. 8; Henry Jansen, ensign, No. 8.

Cornelius Bruyn, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Aldertd Rosa, lieutenant, No. 9; Jacob Schoonmaker, ensign, No. 9.

Samuel Cooper, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Daniel Hudson, lieutenant, No. 10; Dirck Amerman, ensign, No. 10.

James Lyons, captain, No. 11; Hugo Scutt, lieutenant, No. 11;
Daniel Hasbrouck, ensign, No. 11.

Daniel Birdsell, captain, No. 12; William Palmer, lieutenant,
No. 12; John H. Schenck, ensign, No. 12.

Leonard Smith, captain, No. 13; John Bond, lieutenant, No. 13;

Nathaniel Dubois, ensign, No. 13.

ORANGE COUNTY.

John Robart, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

John Smith, major, No. 1; John L. Smith, major, No. 2; Dirck
Swartwout, paymaster, No. I.

Harmanus H. Talman, captain, No. 4; John W. Felter, lieutenant,
No. 4; George Myer:s, ensign, No. 4.

John Myers, captain, No. 2; John T. Echerson, lieutenant, No. 2;
Aurt Remson, ensign, No. 2. ) ,

John Gutchius, captain, No. 3: John Osborn, lieutenant, No. 3;
Joseph Gutchius, ensign, No. 3.

Abraham Onderdonk, captain, No. 1; Gilbert T. Cooper, lieu-
tenant, No. 1; James Secoar, ensign, No. 1.

John D. Coe, captain, No. 5; Daniel S. Coe, lieutenant, No. 5;
John Tinkey, ensign, No. s.

Resolvert T. Vanhowten, captain, No. 6; Peter Blawvelt, lieu-

tenant, No. 6; James Vanderbilt, ensign, No. 6.
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Samuel Bruster, captain, No. 7; Tobias Deronde, lieutenant,
No. 7; Jacob Waldron, junior, ensign, No. 7.

David Burns, captain, No. 8; Peter' Ellison, lieutenant, No. 8;
James Garner, ensign, No. 8.

Separate corps in Tappan or Orange town precinct: Peter Tall-
man, major, No. I.

South east company: William Graham, captain, No. 1; Daniel
Onderdonk, lieutenant, No. 1; William Concklin, ensign, No. I.

North west company: Cornelius Joh Blauvelt, captain, No. 2;
Richard Blauvelt, lieutenant, No. 2; John Tallman, ensign, No. 2.

The light infantry company: Samuel G.'Verbryck, captain, No. 3;
Johannes Joh Blauvelt, lieutenant, No. 3; Johannes Bogert, ensign,
No. 3.

ULSTER COUNTY.

Jacobus S. Bruyn, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1. sop e

Moses Cantine, major, No. 1; Petrus Van Gaasbeck, major, »
No. 2; Jacobus A. Haasbrouck, paymaster, No. 1; John Van
Deusen, adjutant, No. 1; John I. Law, quartermaster, No 1. )

Hendrick Schoonmaker, captain, No. 1; Isaac Burhans, lieuten-
ant, No. 1; Andries Van Leuven, ensign, No. 1.

Hendricus Teerpening, captain, No. 2; William Swart, lieutenant,
No. 2; Jacobus E. Low, ensign, No. 2.

Martinus Hommel,'captain, No. 3; Abraham Snyder, lieutenant,
No 3; Elias Snyder, ensign, No. 3.

Stephanus Fiero, captain, No. 4; Jacobus Dederick, lieutenant,
No. 4; Hendrick Freligh, junior, ensign, No. 4.

Petrus Brink, junior, captain, No. §; Martinus Snyder, lieutenant,
No. 5; Petrus F. Myer, ensign, No. 5.

John Crake, captain, No. 6; Philip Bonesteel, lieutenant, No. 6;

Barrent Lewis, ensign, No. 6.
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Cornelius Dubois, captain, No. 7; Matthew Blanjan, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 7; Jonathan Lafever, ensign, No. 7.

John Van Steenbergh, captain, No. 8; Abraham Masten, junior,
lieutenant, No. 8; Samuel Freer, junior, ensign, No. 8.

Cornelius C. Newkerk, captain, No. 1, of a troop of horse in the
militia brigade of Ulster county; Abraham Van Gaasbeck, captain
lieutenant, No. 1; Abraham Hoffman, lieutenant, No. 1.

John Cantine, brigadier general of the militia of Ulster county.

‘ DUTCHESS COUNTY.

Rufus Herrick, lieutenant colonel-commandant, No. 1.

Isaac Bloom, major, No. 1; Elijah Herrick, major, No. 2; Samuel
Herrick, adjutant, No. 1; Solomon Sutherland, quartermaster, No. 1,
Silvester Bloom, paymaster, No. 1; Lewis Barton, surgeon, No. 1;
Jeremiah Hawlen, surgeon’s mate, No. 1.

Benjamin Haight, captain, No. 1; Israel Green, lieutenant, No. 1;
Abiah Palmer, ensign, No. 1.

Silas German, captain, No. 2; William R. Sutherland, lieutenant,
No. 2; David Cash, ensign, No. 2.

Silas Anson, captain, No. 3; Timothy Canfield, lieutenant, No. 3;
Joseph Rynolds, ensign, No. 3.

James Hildreth, captain, No. 4; Gordon Miller, lieutenant, No. 4;
Robert Bell, ensign, No. 4.

, Noah Gale, captain, No. 5; William Bell, lieutenant, No. §5; Isaac
Burton, ensign, No. 5.

Didimus Kinney, captain, No. 6; James Swartwout, lieutenant,
No. 6; Abraham Stoutenburgh, ensign, No. 6.

Joseph Griffin, captain, No.7: William Johnson, lieutenant, No. 7;
Jonathan Lyon, ensign, No. 7.

Joshua Ward, captain, No. 8; John Bailey, lieutenant, No. 8;
Lemuel Smith, ensign, No. 8.
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Lemuel Conklin, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Daniel Kemper, lieutenant, No. 9; Ahasuarus Elsworth, ensign,
No. 9. .

Ebenezer Mott, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Isaac Finch, lieutenant, No. 10; Nathan Canfield, ensign, No. 10.

KINGS COUNTY. '
In Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Rutgert Van Brunt's
regiment:
Tunis Bergen, captain, vice Jacob Sebring, declined; Jeremiah
Brower, lieutenant, vice Tunis Bergen, promoted; Nicholas La

Queer, ensign, vice Jeremiah Brower, promoted.

DUTCHESS COUNTY.
Thomas T. Jackson, captain, No. 1, of a troop of horse; William
Chamberlain, captain lieutenant, No. 1; Henry De Lavergne, lieu-

tenant, No. 1; Philip Spencer, cornet, No. 1.

COLUMBIA COUNTY.*

"Militia arranged into one brigade, Robert Van Rensselaer, brig-
adier general.

Officers of an artillery company in General Van Rensselaer’s
brigade:

Daniel Gano, captain, No. 1; Thomas Frothingham, captain lieu-
tenant, No. 1; Amiel Jenkins, lieutenant, No. 1; Andries McCar-
shore, lieutenant, No. 2; Jeremiah Van Rensselaer, lieutenant, No. 3.

Troop of horse in General Van Rensselaer’s brigade:

Peter B. Ten Broeck, captait;, No. 1; John R. Van Rensselaer,
captain lieutenant, No. 1; thn I. Goes, lieutenant, No 1: Samuel

John Ten Broeck, cornet, No. 1.

* Columbia county was erected from Albany county, April 4, 1786.—STATE
HISTORIAN.
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Killian K. Van Rensselaer, brigade inspector of General Van
Rensselaer’s brigade.

Asa Waterman, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Philip Frisby, major, No. 1; Aaron Kellogg, major, No. 2; John
Burr, adjutant, No. 1; Elihu Phiney, quartermaster, No. 1; Nathan
Noyes, paymaster, No. 1; Patrick Hammilton, surgeon, No. 1;
Allen Beech, surgeon’s mate, No. I.

Elijah Bostwick, captain, No. 1; William Hollemback, lieutenant,
No. 1; Timothy Graves, ensign, No. I.

William Warner, captain, No. 2; Jonathan Olmsted, lieutenant,
No. 2; Daniel Hawley, ensign, No. 2.

Josiah Warner, captain, No. 3; Ezra Murray, lieutenant, No. 3;
Hosea Beebe, ensign, No. 3.

Samuel Jones, captain, No. 4; Andrew Hunter, lieutenant, No. 4;
Ezekiel Hackley, ensign, No. 4. ’

William Babcock, captain, No. 3; Silas Pardy, lieutenant, No. 5;
Israel Skinner, ensign, No. 5.

Rowland Gifford, captain, No. 6; Caleb Knight, lieutenant, No. 6;
Peter Roberts, ensign, No. 6. .

Nathan Herrick, captain, No. 7; Edward Wheelar, lieutenant,
No. 7; Ezra Davis, ensign, No. 7.

Elisha Gilbert, captain, No. 8; Samuel Rexford, lieutenant, No. 8;
Ezra Gates, ensign, No. 8. i

Jonathan Warner, captain, No. g, of a company of light infantry;
Samuel Carpenter, lieutenant, No. 9; Joseph Law, ensign, No. 9.

Palmer Cady, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Rodolphus Kent, lieutenant, No. 10; Elisha Hollister, ensign,
No. 10.

Henry I. Van Rensselaer, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Samuel Mansfield, major, No. 1; John C. Ten Broeck, major,
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No. 2; Matthew Jenkins, adjutant, No. 1; Thomas Laurence, quar-
termaster, No. 1; William Gilson, paymaster, No. 1; Walter V.
‘Wimple, surgeon, No. 1.

Joachim Miller, captain, No. 1; Killian Van Rensselaer, lieuten-
ant, No. 1; Anthony Ten Broeck, ensign, No. 1.

George Philip, captain, No. 2; Peter Messick, lieutenant, No. 2;
William Holsapple, ensign, No. 2.

Wilhelmus Philip, captain, No. 3; Peter Groat, lieutenant, No. 3;
Richard Hogeboom, ensign, No. 3.

Henry Platnaer, captain, No. 4; Abraham Bashman, lieutenant,
No. 4; Cornelius C. S. Miller, ensign, No. 4.

James Martin, captain, No. 5; Samuel Jer Ten Broeck, lieutenant,
No. 5; John Bartel, ensign, No. 5.

Thomas Lee, captain, No. 6; Cornelius Van Deusen, lieutenant,
No. 6; Abraham Elting, ensign, No. 6.

Titus Morgan, captain, No. 7; John Jeremiah Ten Broeck, lieu-
tenant, No. 7; John Huyck, ensign, No. 7.

Cotton Gilson, captain, No. 8; Hezekiah Daton, lieutenant, No. 8;
John Gifford, ensign, No. 8.

Thomas Williams, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Stephen Jacob Miller, lieutenant, No. 9; Killian Jacob Hogeboom,
ensign, No. 9.

Adam Ten Broeck, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infan-
try; John H. Van Rensselaer, lieutenant, No. 10; Peter Weissmer,
junior, ensign, No. 10. ‘

Philip Van Alstyne, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Isaac Goes, major, No. 1; Harman Van Buren, major, No. 2;
Peter L. Van Allen, adjutant, No. 1; Abraham Hogeboom, quarter-
master, No. 1; John Quilhot, surgeon, No. 1; Barent Goes, pay-

master, No. 1.

1788.



98 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE

Isaac P. Van Valkenburgh, captain‘, No. 1; John P. Van Buren,
lieutenant, No. 1; Isaac De Lamater, ensign, No. 1.

John Philip, captain, No. 2; John J. Goes, lieutenant, No. 2;
Philip Ostrander, ensign, No. 2.

‘Abraham Van Buren, captain, No. 3; John D. Goes, lieutenant,
No. 3; Abraham J. Vosburgh, ensign, No. 3.

Evert Vosburgh, captain, No. 4; Peter H. Van Buren, lieutenant,
No. 4; Barent F. Van Buren, ensign, No. 4.

Gosah Van Buren, captdin, No. 5; Jacobus Wingardt, lieutenant,
No. 5; Adam I. Van ‘Alen, ensign, No. s.

John I. Van Alstyne, captain, No. 6; Jacobus Van Ness, lieu-
tenant, No. 6; Peter A. Van Alstyne, ensign, No. 6.

Pliny Moore, captain, No. 7; Jonathan Chapman, lieutenant,
No. 7; Laurence J. V'n Valkenburgh, ensign, No. 7.

‘William Vosburgh, captain, No. 8; Barent V’n Derpool, lieu-
tenant, No. 8; John C. Hogeboom, ensign, No. 8.

Peter Jno Vosburgh, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infan-
try; Tunis Van Alen, lieutenant, No. 9; Dirck J. Goes, ensign, No. 9.

Bartholomew J. V’n Valkenburgh, captain, No. 10, of a company
of light infantry; Arent Pruyn, lieutenant, No.10; Isaac De Lamater,
ensign, No. 10. '

Henry Livingston, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Samuel Ten Broeck, major, No. 1; Robert T. Livingston, major,
No. 2; George Bert, adjutant, No. 1; John Wigram, quartermaster,
No. 1; John A. Fonda, paymaster, No. 1; Jonathan Holcomb, sur-
geon, No. 1; Hanner Barnes, surgeon’s mate, No. I.

Joseph Elliott, captain, No.1; John Van Beuren, lieutenant, No. 1;

Thomas Trafford, ensign, No. I.
Conrad Kline, captain, No. 2; James Robinson, lieutenant, No. 2;

Cornelius Decker, ensign, No. 2.
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Henry W. Livingston, captain, No. 3; Mindert Van de Bogart,
lieutenant, No. 3; John Lasher, ensign, No. 3.

Henry Irvine, captain, No. 4; Anthony Snyder, lieutenant, No. 4;
Marcus Koens, ensign, No. 4.

Jacob F. Shaver, captain, No. 5; John Bert, junior, lieutenant,
No. 5; Peter Bain, junior, ensign, No. 5.

Casparus Shultz, captain, No. 6; Bartle Hendricks, lieutenant,
No. 6; Frederick Meyer, ensign, No. 6.

Hendrick Pulver, captain, No. 7; John Stall, junior, lieutenant,
No. 7; Martin Heermanse, ensign, No. 7.

Peter Sharp, captain, No. 8; William Shapmuse, licutenant, No. 8;
Peter Heyser, ensign, No. 8.

John Shaver, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry; Carl
Lauback, lieutenant, No. 9; Philip Jager, ensign, No. 9.

Leonard Ten Broeck, captain, No. 10, of a company of light
infantry; Jacob Heermanse, lieutenant, No. 10; Johannes B, Ten
Eyck, ensign, No. 10.

Matthew Scott, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Charles McKinstry, major, No. 1; Beriah Phelps, major, No. 2;
John; Holdridge, adjutant, No. 1; John McGonnegall, quartermaster,
No. 1; Elisha Pratt, paymmaster, No. 1; Caleb Benton, surgeon,
No. 1.

Benjamin Allen, captain, No. 1; Ebenezer Soules, lieutenant,
No. 1; Joshua Lamfier, ensign, No. 1.

Eleazer Spencer, captain, No. 2; Samuel Mallery, lieutenant,
No. 2; John Taylor, ensign, No. 2.

Gaius Dean, captain, No. 3; Eliakim Reed, lieutenant, No. 3;
Samuel Wise, ensign, No. 3.

David Ruscho, captain, No. 4; Peter Wooden, lieutenant, No. 4;
Gaius Trimmon, ensign, No. 4.
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David McKinstrey, captain, No. 5; Robert McGonnegall, lieu-
tenant, No. 5; William Whitney, ensign, No. 5.

Abel Whalen, captain, No. 6; James Delong, lieutenant, No. 6;
Robert Meeker, junior, ensign, No. 6.

Ambros Lattin, captain, No. 7; Thomas Wilsey, lieutenant, No. 7;
Christian Loop, ensign, No. 7. '

‘Wheeten Hicks, captain, No. 8; William Orr, lieutenant, No. 8;
John Vaughan, ensign, No. 8.

Peter Loop, junior, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infan-
try; Ephraim Pixley, lieutenant, No. 9; Nehemiah Spalding, ensign,
No. 9.

Asa Hubbell, lieutenant, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;

William Dean, ensign, No. 10.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

The regiment of militia lately commanded by Colonel Frederick
Fisher is divided into two regiments, the militia on the north side
of the Mohawk to be one regiment, and those on the south side one
regiment,

The whole of the militia in the county is arranged in one brigade,
Frederick Fisher, brigadier general.

Volckert Veeder, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Abraham Veeder, major, No. 1; John Little, major, No. 2;
Robert Wilson, adjutant, No. t; Simon Veeder, quartermaster,
No. 1; Abraham Van Vechten, paymaster, No. 1; Thomas Read,
surgeon, No. I.

John B. Wemple, captain, No. 1; Mindert W. Quackinbush, lieu-
tenant, No. 1; Henry Fonda, ensign, No. 1.

Anthony Van Vechten, captain, No. 2; Nicholas Dockstader,

lieutenant, No. 2; John Veeder, ensign, No. 2.
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Peter Conine, captain, No. 3; Nicholas Hansen heutenant No. 3;
Jacob Cuyler, ensign, No. 3. i_} 3'.2 i, z'

Jacob Sammons, captain, No. 4;: De;’;cR Pufman, Hc;ute.qant
No. 4; James Davis, ensign, No. 4.

Abraham Vosburgh, captain, No. 5; Peter Vrooman, lieutenant,
No. 5; John McArthur, ensign, No. 5.

Henry H. Vrooman, captain, No. 6; Henry Shew, lieutenant,
No. 6; Darius Case, ensign, No. 6.

Francis Putrhan, captain, No. 7; Victor J. Putman, lieutenant,
No. 7; Douw Hansen, ensign, No. 7.

Abraham Romeyn, captain, No. 8; Selah Woodworth, lieutenant,
No. 8; John Murray, ensign, No. 8.

John Winne, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry; Fred-
erick Sammons, lieutenant, No. 9; John Herrick, ensign, No. g.

Henry Pawling, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Moses Depue, lieutenant, No. 10; Cornelius Veeder, ensign, No. 10.

John Newkerk, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Peter Yates, major, No. 1; David McMasters, major, No. 2;
Gideon Marlett, adjutant, No. 1; John C. Van Eps, quartermaster,
No. 1; John Swart, paymaster, No. 1; Philip Cromwell, surgeon,
No. 1.

William Snook, captain, No. 1; Gerrett C. Newkirk, lieutenant,
No. 1; Daniel McGraw, ensign, No. 1.

Gerret Putman, captain, No. 2; Vincent Quackenbush, lieuten-
ant, No. 2; Peter Mabee, ensign, No. 2.

‘Abraham Quackinbush, captain, No. 3; Nicholas Quackinbush,
lieutenant, No. 3; John L.* Gardineer, ensign, No. 3.

Sias Swart, captain, No. 4; Derick Van Vechten, lieutenant, No. 4;
Charles Hobbs, ensign, No. 4.

® May be S; letter has been changed.
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Joseph Prmtup, captam, No. 5; Peter Yates, lieutenant, No. 5;
Henry 'Lew:s, cnsig'l, ’\Io 5.

}ohn. \/udxer,ﬂap!am, No. 6; John Wemple, lieutenant, No. 6;
Nicholas B. Hansen ensng.'n No. 6.

Thomas Van Horne, captain, No. 7; Peter Pruyne, lieutenant,
No. 7; Henry Snook, ensign, No. 7.

David Beverly, captain, No. 8; Peter Van Olinda, lieutenant,
No. 8; Ephraim Pierce, ensign, No. 8.

James McMasters, captain, No. 9, of a.company'of light infantry;
Amos Bennet, lieutenant, No. 9; Abraham Newkerk, ensign, No. 9.

Victor C. Putman, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infan-
try; Gerret I. Newkerk, lieutenant, No. 10; Jacob I. Gardineer,
ensign, No. 10.

Peter Schuyler, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1; Peter

. Waganer, junior, major, No. 1; Charles Newkirk, major, No. 2;

Simon Nickols, quartermaster, No. 1; John Joast Kyser, adjutant,
No. 1; Henry Kogh, paymaster, No. 1; George Vaugh, surgeon,
No. 1; John Ernst Pier, surgeon’s mate, No. I.

Jacob Eker, captain, No. 1; John Dillenbagh, lieutenant, No. 1;
Thomas Zealey, ensign, No. I.

Samuel Gray, captain, No. 2; Frederick Getman, lieutenant, No. 2;
Jacob G. Snell, ensign, No. 2.

Coenradt Timmerman, captain, No. 3; Coenradt Hillegas, lieu-
tenant, No. 3; George I. Klock, ensign, No. 3.

George Wagener, captain, No. 4; William W. Fox, lieutenant,
No. 4; Daniel Fox, ensign, No. 4.

Joseph Shull, captain, No. 5; John Flanner, lieutenant, No. s;
Thomas Gitman, ensign, No. 5.

Richard Coppernol, captain, No. 6; Peter Cremps, junior, lieuten-

ant, No. 6; John P. Cremps, ensign, No. 6.
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Barent Kyser, captain, No. 7; Adam A. Bellinger, lieﬁtenant,
No. 7; Lodowick C. Ricker, ensign, No. 7.

John L. Belingar, captain, No. 8; John Ch’r Nellis, lieutenant,
No. 8; Jacob J. Klock, junior, ensign, No. 8.

Nicholas Coppernol, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infan-
try; Henry Kyser, lieutenant, No. 9; John Fox, junior, ensign,
No. 9.

Nicholas Van Slike, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infan-
try; Henry John Bellinger, lieutenant, No. 10; George Wyles,
ensign, No. 10.

Josiah Crane, junior, captain, No. 1, of the artillery company in
Brigadier General (Frederick) Fisher’s brigade; Dowe Fonda, cap-
tain lieutenant, No. 1; John Jost Waganer, lieutenant, No. 1.

Henry Staring, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Peter Weaver, major, No 1; Patrick Campbell, major, No. 2;
William Petrey, surgeon, No. 1; John Frank, adjutant, No. 1;
Melchart Fols, paymaster, No. 1.

Jacob Petrey, captain, No. 1; Deatreck Petrey, lieutenant, No. 1;
William Father, ensign, No. 1.

John Meyer, captain, No. 2; William Clapsatel, lieutenant, No. 2;
Henry Frank, ensign, No. 2.

Adam Staring, captain, No. 3; Lutwick Campbell, lieutenant,
No. 3; Laurence Herten, ensign, No. 3.

Peter C. Bellinger, captain, No. 4; Jost Herchimer, lieutenant,
No. 4; Peter Fox, ensign, No. 4.

Michael Meyer, captain, No. 5; Peter F. Bellinger, lieutenant,
No. 5; George Weaterie, ensign, No. 5.

William Colbrath, captain, No. 9, of light infantry;

White,
son of Hugh White, lieutenant, No. 9.

James Cannon, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.
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Abraham Coapman, major, No. 1; Gerrit Staats, major, No. 2;
Benjamin Gilbert, adjutant, No. 1; Isaac Paris, paymaster, No. 1;
James Dickson, quartermaster, No. 1; Caleb Sweet, surgeon, No. 1.

Martin Van Alstine, captain, No. 1; John Van Evera, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 1; John Ale, ensign, No. 1.

Matthew Brown, captain, No. 2; Jeremiah Young, lieutenant,
No. 2; John Redington, ensign, No. 2.

Thomas Whitiker, captain, No. 3; Samuel Campbell, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 3; Elijah Holt, ensign, No. 3.

Jacob Mattice, captain, No. 4; William Seber, lieutenant, No. 4;
John Countryman, ensign, No. 4.

George Countryman, captain, No. 5; Michael Bird, lieutenant,
No. 5; Richard Elwood, ensign, No. 5.

John Bowman, captain, No. 6; John Dunlap, lieutenant, No. 6;
Charles Powel, ensign, No. 6.

Nicholas Weeser, captain, No. 7; Henry Batt, lieutenant, No. 7;
John Pickerd, ensign, No. 7.

Joseph House, captain, No. 8; Abraham Aurnt, lieutenant, No. 8;
Henry Walradt, ensign, No. 8.

Joseph Tygert, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
John Windecker, lieutenant, No. 9; Nicolas Tygart, ensign, No. 9.

Andrew Cannon, captain, No. 10, of a2 company of light infantry;
Joseph Griffen, lieutenant, No. 10; James Engles, ensign, No. 10.

SUFFOLK COUNTY,

Sylvester Deering, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Calvin More, major, No.1; Thomas Wines, major, No. 2; William
Albeertson, adjutant, No. 1; Isaac Tuthill Reeve, quartermaster,
No. 1; Thomas Youngs, junior, paymaster, No. 1; David Conkling,

surgeon, No. 1; John Gardiner, surgeon’s mate, No. 1.
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Benjamin Horton, junior, captain, No. 1; James Brown, lieuten-
ant, No. 1; Benjamin Horton, ensign, No. 1.

James Reeve, the third, captain, No. 2; John Corwin, junior, lieu-
tenant, No. 2; Pershal Howell, ensign, No. 2.

Christopher Brown, captain, No. 3; Rufus Tuthill, lieutenant,
No. 3; Jonathan Tuthill, ensign, No. 3.

John Terry, captain, No. 4; Nathaniel Griffing, lieutenant, No. 4;
Benjamin Goldsmith, junior, ensign, No. 4.

Joshua Benjamin, captain, No. 5; Benjamin Paine, lieutenant,
No. 5; Luther Goldsmith, ensign, No. 5.

Benjamin Edwards, captain, No. 6; Caleb Wells, lieutenant, No. 6;
James Warner, ensign, No. 6.

David Wells, captain, No. 7; Joseph Wells, lieutenant, No. 7;
- % Silas Howell

James Warner %ensngn, No. 7.

ALBANY COUNTY.

Abraham Oothout, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

John Mynderse, major, No. 1; Jellis I. Fonda, major, No. 2;
Nicholas Van Vranken, adjutant, No. 1; Jacob Beekman, paymaster,
No. 1; Christopher Peek, quartermaster, No. 1; Derick Van Ingen,
surgeon, No. 1; Alexander Hamilton Adams, surgeon’s mate, No. 1,

Thomas Wasson, captain, No. 1; John Thornton, lieutenant,
No. 1; James Wemple, ensign, No. 1.

Jesse Van Slycke, captain, No. 3; Francis Veeder, lieutenant,
No. 3; Joseph C. Yates, ensign, No. 3.

John B. Vrooman, captain, No. 4; Barnardus F. Schermerhorn,
lieutenant, No. 4; Daniel Toll, ensign, No. 4.

Teunis Swart, captain, No. 5; Nicholas Yates, lieutenant, No. 5;
Nicholas I. Van Patten, ensign, No. 5.

* So in original.
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Jellis Yates, captain, No. 6; Philip Van Vorst, lieutenant, No. 6;
Cornelius Van Zandvoort, ensign, No. 6.

Andrew. Van Patten, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infan-
try; John V Dreisen, lieutenant, No. 9; John Van Ingen, ensign,
No. 9. .

Myndert A. Wemple, captain, No. 10, of a company of light
infantry; James Peek, lieutenant, No. 10; Jonas Oothout, ensign,
No. 10.

Johannis Deitz, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Walter Vrooman, major, No. 1; Peter Swart, major, No. 2; Law-
rence Schoolcraft, adjutant, No. 1; Peter Ball, uartermaster, No. 1;
Alexander Boyd, paymaster, No. 1.

Christian Stubragh, captain, No. 1; Jacob Snyder, lieutenant,
No. 1; John Enders, ensign, No. 1.

John J. Lawyer, captain, No. 2; Jacob Lawyer, junior, lieutenant,
No. 2; Jost Borst, ensign, No. 2.

John Myers, captain, No. 3; William Kniskern, lieutenant, No. 3;
Peter Van Antwerp, ensign, No. 3.

Ephraim Vrooman, captain, No. 4; Martinus Vrooman, lieuten-
ant, No. 4; Peter Zielen, junior, ensign, No. 4.

Martinus Zielen, captain, No. 5; Peter Rightmyer, lieutenant,
No. 5; Albert Becker, junior, ensign, No. 5.

Adam Deitz, junior, captain, No. 6; Jacob Whiteman, junior,
lieutenant, No. 6; Jacob Shultors, ensign, No. 6.

Peter Snyder, junior, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infan-
try; George Wasson, lieutenant, No. 9; David Becker, junior,
ensign, No. 9.

William Van Aornum, captain, No. 10, of a company of light
infantry; John W. Van Aornum, lieutenant, No. 10; Baltus Hogh-

strasser, ensign, No. 10.
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Samuel V. Veghten, lieutenant colonel commandant.

Mpyndert V §chaick, major, No. 1; Benjamin C. Du Bois, major,
No. 2; Shadrack Scill, adjutant, No. 1; Benjamin Van Orden, quar-
termaster, No. 1; Martha G. Vo Bergen, paymaster, No. 1.

Anthony Abeel, captain, No. 1; Abraham Overbagh, lieutenant,
No. 1; Peter Van Orden, ensign, No, 1.

Staats Salisbury, captain, No. 2; John Parson, lieutenant, No. 2;
John Brandoe, junior, ensign, No. 2.

Wessel Salisbury, captain, No. 3; John Schunaman, lieutenant,
No. 3; Lawrence Salisbury, ensign, No. 3.

Leonard Bronck, captain, No. 4; Jonas Bronck, lieutenant, No. 4;
Philip Vosburgh, ensign, No. 4.

Richard Van Den Bergh, captain, No. 5; Peter Bronck, lieuten-
ant, No. 5; Matthias V. D. Bergh, ensign, No. s.

Peter A. V. Bergen, captain, No. 6; Cornelius Connine, lieuten-

ant, No. 6; Richard Bronck, ensign, No. 6.

Levy Blasedale, captain, No. 7; John I. Van Dolphson, lieutenant,
No. 7; Peter C. Bronck, ensign, No. 7.

Aaron Tharp, captain, No. 8; Paul Percival, lieutenant, No. 8;
Phenix Canfield, ensign, No. 8.

Philip Connine, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Conradt Hoghtailingh, lieutenant, No. 9; Peter R.. Van Bergen,
ensign, No. 9.

Jacobus Bogardus, captain, No. 10, of light infantry; Jeremiah
Overbagh, lieutenant, No. 10; John Demerist, ensign, No. 10.

John Younglove, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

John McKillup, major, No. 1; Gardiner Gilbert, major, No. 2;
Austin Wells, adjutant, No. 1; Joseph Younglove, quartermaster,
No. 1.

Edmund Wells, junior, captain, No. 1; Daniel Wells, lieutenant,

No. 1; Samuel Day, ensign, No. 1.
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John Whiteside, captain, No. 2; William Whiteside, lieutenant,
No. 2; Hendrick Loop, ensign, No. 2.

Andrew Thompson, captain, No. 3; William Fissher, lieutenant,
No. 3; Hugh Thompson, ensign, No. 3.

Tsaac Perine, captain, No. 4; Benjamin Tiffeny, lieutenant, No. 4;
Jaques Johnson, ensign, No. 4.

Jonathan French, captain, No. §5; Archibald Robertson, lieuten-
ant, No. 5; Samuel Heath, ensign, No. 5.

Gerrit Van Ness, captain, No. 6; Peter Perine, lieutenant, No. 6;
Job Prince, ensign, No. 6.

Levy Downing, captain, No. 7; David Safford, lieutenant, No. 7;
Ezra Dyer, ensign, No. 7.

John McClane, captain, No. 8; Elijah Norton, lieutenant, No. 8;
Lemuel Shearman, ensign, No. 8.

Solomon King, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Thomas Whiteside, lieutenant, No. 9; Martin Buskirk, ensign,
No. 9.

Abraham Van Tuyl, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infan-
try; Joseph Stewart, lieutenant, No. 10; William Perine, ensign,

No. 10.
NEW YORK COUNTY.

William Malcolm, brigadier general; James Miles Hughes,
brigade ‘inspector. :

Isaac Stoutenburgh, Morgan Lewis, Aaron Burr and Richard
Varick, lieutenant colonels commandant.

James Alner, Henry Rutgers, David Van Horne, Henry Wyck-
hoff, John Wiley, Aaron Aorson, Leonard Bleecker, Henry Tiebout,
majors.

John Bard, Edward Dunscomb, John Stagg, Christopher Hutton,
James Johnson, Walter Bicker, Bezaliel Howe, Gerrit Studdiford
(Steddiford), captains of companies of light infantry.
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Daniel Le Roy, Austin James, Frederick Provost, Barnadus
Swartwout, Edward Livingston, Staats Morris, junior, James
Bleecker, Matthew Earnest, Thomas Durie, lieutenants of com-
panies of light infantry.

James Cochran, Robert Rutgers, John B. Prevost, James Morris,
Abraham De Peyster, Martin Hoffman, Leonard Lispenard third,
Adrian Kissam, ensigns of companies of light infantry.

John Johnson, Viner Van Zandt, Gerrit H. Van Wagenen, George
Bond, James Roosevelt, Jacob Morton, John R. Livingston,
William Leonard, David Wolfe, George Janeway, Thomas Le Foy,
James Christie, Michael Connolly, William Tapp, Robert Pember-
ton, James Black, William Boyd, David Brooks, Anthony Post,
John Keese, Georgé Harsen, John Woodward, Joshua Sands, Ge-
rard Duyckinck, junior, Charles F. Weisenfels, Ephraim Brasher,
John Burger, John Rutherford, Edward Meeks, Benjamin North,
Thomas Storm, Paul R. Randall, John Campbell, and Caleb Law-
rence of Harlem, captains of the battalion companies.

Walter Heyer, Walter William Heyer, junior, Isaac Stoutenburgh,
junior, Anthony Rutgers, junior, Charles Ludlow, Gerard Rutgers,
John De Peyster, Abraham Beekman, James Beekman, junior,
James N. Roosevelt, Peter Van Zandt, Peter Curtenius, junior,
Stratfield Clarkson, Levinus Clarkson, Garret Van Horne, Abraham
Mesier, John Johnson, Amos Marshall, Joseph Pitcairn, William
Simmons, William I. Vreedenburgh, Timothy Hutton, James Bar-
rett, Isaac Sebring, John Van Courtlandt, Leonard M. Cutting,
Christopher Wolfe, Gabriel Furman, James L. Bogart, William
Thompson, Theodorus Van Wyck, John Sickles of Harlem, and

.John Arden, junior, lieutenants of the battalion companies.

William Seton, junior, Richard Dodge, Samuel Prince, John
Bogart, John Loudon, David Abeel, Whitehead Fish, Hezekiah
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Ivers, William Robertson, James Smith, Henry Bedlow, George H.
Remsen, Allard Anthony, Abraham Goodwin, Thomas Cooper,
John DeWitt of Harlem, Samuel Forbes and John L. Morgan,
ensigns of the battalion companies.

Frederick Jay, Daniel McCormick, Jacob Van Voorhis and
Nicholas De Peyster, paymasters for the four regiments. '

Oliver Gleen, Daniel Dunscomb, junior, Abraham Brinckerhoff
and David Currie, quartermasters.

Jacob Morris, captain; John Stake, lieutenant; Archibald Gamble,
captain lieutenant, and Henry Remsen, junior, cornet of a troop of
horse in said brigade.

Artillery officers in said brigade: Sebastian Bauman, lieutenant
colonel commandant; Daniel Niven and Jacob Reid, majors; Cor-
nelius Swartwout, Isaac Guion, James ijewster and Anthony Grif-
fiths, captains in the said regiment of artillery.

Willi.am Strachen, Alexander Thompson, Alexander Clinton,
James Giles, captain lieutenants in the said regiment.

Charles Tillinghast, Daniel Parker, Peter Anspack, Alexander
Graham, Matthew Wetzell, first lieutenants in the said regiment.

George Taylor, Henry C. Sleght, John Manley, Thomas Grenall,
John Lefferts, Jacob Le Roy, junior, and Samuel Boyd, lieutenants
in the said regiment.

ALBANY COUNTY.

Militia formed into three brigades, Peter Gansevoort, James
Gordon and Henry K. Van Rensselaer, brigadier generals.

John V Rensselaer, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

John 1. Fonda, major, No. 1; Jacob De Forest, major, No. 2;
John Van Alstyne, paymaster, No. 1; Peter De Forest, quartermas-
ter, No. 1; Gideon Hinman, surgeon, No. 1; Matthew Vinagle, adju-

tant, No. 1.
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Martinus Sharp, captain, No. 1; Peter I. De Forest, ensign, No. I.

John Staats, captain, No. 2; Volkert V' Den Bergh, lieutenant,
No. 2; William Witbeeck, ensign, No. 2.

John Ryley, captain, No. 3; David Berringer, lieutenant, No. 3;
Matthew V. Den Bergh, ensign, No. 3.

Nanning V Der Heyden, captain, No. 4; Jacob D. V. D Heyden,
lieutenant, No. 4; Henry C. Ten Broeck, ensign, No. 4.

Philip Harway, captain, No. 5; Adam Yates, lieutenant, No. 5;
Levinus R. Winne, ensign, No. 5.

John P. Fonda, captain, No. 6; Matthew Counts, lieutenant,
No. 6; Alexander Bulson, ensign, No. 6.

John S, Schuyler, captain, No. 7; Gerrit T. V. Den Bergh, lieu-
tenant, No. 7; Evert Yates, ensign, No. 7.

Samuel Shaw, captain, No. 8; Jacob Lantman, lieutenant, No. 8;
Abel Lewis, ensign, No. 8.

Samuel Cogswell, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Abram T. Eyck, lieutenant, No. 9; Jonathan Sever, ensi\gn, No. 9.

Leonard Van Buren, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infan-
try; Peter W. Witbeeck, lieutenant, No. 10; Walter Fonda, ensign,
No. 10.

Jacob C. Schermerhorn, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Nicholas Staats, major, No. 1; Nicholas Van Rensselaer, major,
No. 2; Anthony Egbertson, adjutant, No. 1; Jacob Staats, quarter-
master, No. 1; Anthony Ten Eyck, paymaster, No. 1; Moses Young-
love, surgeon, No. 1.

Aaron Ostrander, captain, No. 1; Henry Goes, lieutenant, No. 1;
Andries Ostrander, ensign, No. 1.

Philip Staats, captain, No. 2; Martha Van Beuren, lieutenant,
No. 2; Martha B. Van Beuren, ensign, No. 2.

Lawrence Townsend, captain, No. 3; Richard Valintine, lieuten-

ant, No. 3; Abner Newton, ensign, No. 3.
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John E. Lansing, captain, No. 4; John Turk, lieutenant, No. 4;
Abraham Van Beuren, ensign, No. 4.

Jacob 'H. Schermerhorn, captain, No. 5; John A: V: Valken-
burgh, lieutenant, No. 5; Peter L. V. Valkenburgh, ensign, No. 5.

Hosea Hamilton, captain, No. 6; John Witbeeck, lieutenant,
No. 6; William Commins, ensign, No. 6.

Jonathan Niles, captain, No. 7; Joseph Marks, lieutenant, No. 7;
Samuel Guttridge, ensign, No. 7.

Reuben Rowley, captain, No. 8; Timothy Bailey, lieutenant,
No. 8; John Deverix, ensign, No. 8.

James McCoun, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry;
Nicholas V. Valkenburgh, lieutenant, No. 9; John A. Ostrander,
ensign, No. 9.

Thomas Tobias, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Cornelius Schermerhorn, lieutenant, No. 10; Jacob Barheyt, ensign,
No. 10.

Andrew Mitchell, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Epinetus White, major, No. 1; Dowe T. Fonda, major, No. 2;
William Weed, adjutant, No. 1; Beriah Palmer, quartermaster,
No. 1.

Uriah Greggory, captain, No. 1; John Nash, lieutenant, No. 1;
Ithamar Smith, ensign, No. 1.

John Wood, captain, No. 2; Azor Holleburt, lieutenant, No. 2;
Samuel Smith, ensign, No. 2.

Asher Cook, captain, No. 3; William Clerk, lieutenant, No. 3;
Kenneth Gordon, ensign, No. 3.

Benjamin Andrews, captain, No. 4; John Sprauge, lieutenant,
No. 4; Thomas Smith, ensign, No. 4.

Joseph Smith, captain, \No. 5; Alexander Gilchrist, lieutenant,
No. 5; Robert Falkner, ensign, No. 5.
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Rufus Price, captain, No. 6; Ezra Nash, lieutenant, No. 6; Daniel
Guernsey, ensign, No. 6.

Asa Kellog, captain, No. 7; James Warren, lieutenant, No. 7;
Charles Merryman, ensign, No. 7.

Joel Washburn, captain, No. 8; Jonathan Wood, lieutenant,
No. 8; Silas Adams, ensign, No. 8.

John Ball, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry; Edward
A. Watrous, lieutenant, No. 9; Ithamar Coe, ensign, No. 9.

Caleb Benedict, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Seth Kirby, lieutenant, No. 10; Isaac Wright, ensign, No. 10.

Daniel Dickinson, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. 1.

Samuel Clark, major, No. 1; Peter Van Woort, major, No. 2;
Gideon Bowdish, adjutant, No. 1; William Gleson, paymaster,
No. 1; Solomon Cambell, quartermaster, No. 1.

John Thompson, captain, No. 1; William Mead, lieutenant, No. 1;
Deliverance Andrews, ensign, No. 1.

Stephen Benedict, captain, No. 2; James Clark, lieutenant, No. 2;
Ashbell Andrews, ensign, No. 2.

Joseph Row, captain, No. 3; Charles Moore, lieutenant, No. 3;
Ebenezar Patrick, ensign, No. 3.

Reuben Wright, captain, No. 4; Seth Burges, lieutenant, No. 4;
Alpheus Moore, ensign, No. 4.

Isaac D. Fonda, captain, No. §; Thomas Hunt, lieutenant, No. 5;
Wright Brown, ensign, No. 5.

Ezra St John, captain, No. 6; ‘Richard Davenport, lieutenant,
No. 6; James Wiltsey, ensign, No. 6.

Mishael Beedle, captain, No. 7; Ephraim Fish, lieutenant, No. 7;
William Dennis, ensign, No. 7.

Nathaniel Douglass, captain, No. 8; Timothy Shipman, lieuten-
ant, No. 8; Edy Millard, ensign, No. 8.
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Samuel Schuyler, captain, No. 9, of a company of light infantry ;
Elias Palmer, lieutenant, No. 9; David Gregory, ensign, No. 9.

John Vernon, captain, No. 10, of a company of light infantry;
Henry Lent, lieutenant, No. 10; John Nelson, ensign, No. 10.

Ezekiel Taylor, lieutenant colonel commandant, No. I.

Joha