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The Status of The National Guardsman 
On July 21, 1924, the State of Wis-

cousin Circuit Court, Dane County, 
Judge E. Ray Stephens, rendered an un­
reported decision relative to the status 
of National Guardsmen. The soldier 
whose service was involved was a mem­
ber of a Wisconsin National Guard 
unit undergoing training at a State 
camp, receiving instruction according to 
a federal War Department program 
put into effect by Regular Army offi­
cers detailed on duty as instructors with 
the National Guard, and he actually re­
ceived pay and used the equipment fur­
nished from the Federal Government. 

"The single question presented is 
whether applicant was in the service of 
the State or of the United Stales at the 
time he was injured. He was in the 
State militia training camp under orders 
of the Governor of Wisconsin in charge 
of officers appointed by the State. In 
the absence of other controlling facts it 
follows that he was an employee of the 
State during the period of his training 
at Camp Douglas. 

"The National Defense Act when 
viewed as a whole does not disclose an 
intent to take the control of the Na­
tional Guard out of the hands of the 
State. Under Article I, Section 8, 
subdivision 16 of the Constitution of 
the United States, the Federal Govern­
ment may 'provide for organizing, arm­
ing and disciplining the militia,' with­
out making the militia a part of the 
army which is in the service of the 
national government. Under this broad 
delegation of power the Federal Gov­
ernment may 'direct the organization 
and training of the militia * * * leav­
ing the carrying out of such command 
to the States.' Selected Draft Cases, 
245 U. S. 366, 383, 62 L. Ed. 349, 355. 
A study of the National Defense Act 
satisfies the court that it was passed 
in accordance with the power granted 
under the provision of the Federal Con­
stitution which has been quoted above. 
To discipline the National Guard offi­
cers must be selected who are competent 
to train and discipline the various units 
of the guard. Hence the national gov­
ernment is given the right to federally 
recognize officers and to refuse recogni­
tion to such officers as are not qualified 
to organize and discipline the National 
Guard. To organize the National Guard 
properly its units must be united into 
larger bodies of troops. Hence the pro­
visions with reference to the forma­
tion of brigades and divisions and other 
larger units of troops. Some of the 
provisions to which the attorney-gen­
eral directs attention are statutes pro-

By CAPT. ELBRIDGE COLBY 

viding for a skeleton organization which 
will become a reality only when the 
National Guard and the organized re­
serves are called into service. 

"The training at Camp Douglas is a 
part of the training essential to carry 
out the delegated power to provide for 
organizing, arming and disciplining the 
militia. The State selected officers that 
train the National Guard at Camp 
Douglas. This training is in accord 
with the discipline prescribed by Con­
gress in the National Defense Act. All 
this is in exact accord with the pro­
visions of subdivision 16 of Section 8 
of Article I of the Federal Constitution. 
The payment of compensation, subsist­
ence and transportation is one of the 
most obvious ways by which the Gen­
eral Government may provide for the 
organizing and disciplining of the mi­
litia, but it should be noted that the 
State supplies a very material part of 
the things necessary to train the Na­
tional Guard, such, for example, as the 
armories and the training camp. 

"Many of the provisions of the Na­
tional Defense Act when segregated and 
considered by themselves seem to sup­
port the contention made by the at­
torney-general in his very able and 
elaborate brief. But when the act is 
considered as a whole it appears that 
the provisions upon which the State 
relies are not compulsory upon the 
States unless they elect to conform to 
the requirements prescribed by the 
statute. The States may elect not to 
comply with the requirements of the 
National Defense Act, the only penalty 
being that they do not secure the fed­
eral aid provided for by this act. If, 
as the attorney-general urges, the mem­
bers of the National Guard were from 
the date of their enlistment in the ser­
vice of the United States there can be 
no right to elect on the part of any 
State that its National Guard should not 
conform to the requirements of the Na­
tional Defense Act. 

"Some of the provisions of the fed­
eral statutes on which the attorney-gen­
eral relies expressly provide that such 
provision shall apply only in those cases 
where the State has elected to maintain 
the National Guard that complies with 
the requirements of the federal act. 
Other provisions which do not contain 
this express condition very clearly have 
that condition implied when they are 
considered in connection with the whole 
act. 

"When the National Defense Act is 
considered as a whole it appears 'that 
the National Guard is only a potential 

part of the United States Army, and 
does not in fact become a part thereof 
until Congress has made the requisite 
declaration of the existence of an 
emergency. The oath of allegiance on 
enlistment is both to the United States 
and to the State, and the promise to 
obey the orders of the President of the 
United States and of the Governor of 
the State * * * is because the Gov­
ernor is commander-in-chief of the Na­
tional Guard until Congress declares 
an emergency to exist and the guard 
becomes an actual part of the National 
Army, when the President becomes 
commander-in-chief.' Bianco v, Aus­
tin, 197 N. Y. S. 328, 330-I. 

"The Court therefore concludes that 
the applicant was in the service of the 
State at the time of injury and that 
the award of the Industrial Commission 
should be confirmed. 

"Counsel for the Industrial Commis­
sion may draw the proper judgment 
submitting the same to all counsel that 
appeared before it is presented for sig­
nature."1 

National Guard organizations in sev­
eral States were organized under con­
stitutional authority and state control. 
Federal supervision of such organiza­
tions has gradually increased. Regular 
Army officers detailed on duty with 
such organizations used to be called 
inspectors; then they were railed in­
spector instructors: and now they are 
called instructors. By the Act of June 
4, 1920,2 the National Guard was in­
cluded as one of the three components 
of the Army of the United States. Its 
officers were permitted, and since then 
have been encouraged to accept reserve 
commissions so as to facilitate their call 
into active federal service and their re­
spective duties. The oath taken by en­
listed men and officers of the National 
Guard is now both to the State and to 
the Federal Government. National 
Guard organizations of all States have 
demonstrated a remarkable willingness 
to conform to the organization of (he 
newly-constituted Array of the United 
States. They have changed their names 
and numerical designations so as to 
adopt the new number assigned them 
under the new organization by the Fed­
eral Government. Historically speaking, 
the tendency has been steadily towards 
federalization. 

In spite of this, it is believed that the 
decision of the Wisconsin Court is 
sound. It is to be noted that the Act 
of June 4, 1920, makes the Army of 

(Continued on page 6) 
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New York's Team Off For Camp Perry 
THERE has been keen interest in win-

ning places on the National Match 
team to represent the National Guard in 
the 1925 competitions at Camp Perry, 
Ohio, this year. The preliminary team of 
30 winning places in the first competition 
during the State matches in June, hav­
ing gotten in all practice possible for the 
limited opportunities available this year 
met at Camp Smith, Peekskill, Saturday, 
August 22, for a final match to choose 
the actual 12 men to attend as principals 
and alternates. The entire course for this 
year's National Match was shot. The 
day proved a real test as a strong wind 
and lots of variable mirage kept the 
scores down. The successful competitors 
are shown in another column. The two 
members, high pistols of the 51st Ma­
chine, Gun Squadron, and both winners of 
the coveted Sayre Pistol Medal, going 
at State expense to help out the pistol 
team of five, are also shown in another 
column. 

The team will leave New York City 
at 6 P.M. Tuesday, September 1st, on the 
Lake Shore Limited, arriving at Camp 
Perry, Wednesday noon. September 2nd. 
They will return home after the National 
Match, September 20th. 

The men will enter all the important 
National Rifle Association matches from 
September 3rd to 14th, in order to obtain 
plenty of practice with the new match 
rifles and 1925 special ammunition. 

The new test in the National Match 
this year is 400 yards rapid fire in one 
minute and ten seconds, going prone as 
the target appears and firing on a " B " 
target, the inner circle of 12 inches in 
the 20 inch block being the only "5s" 
obtainable, the balance of the block count­
ing with the four ring. The result at this 
distance will probably make or break the 
standing of the majority of the teams. 

The matches this year are in charge 
of Col. A. J. Macnab, as executive offi­
cer, the man who wrote the book on 
Rifle Marksmanship and the acknowl­
­dged best informed officer on rifle prac­
tice in the U. S. Army. Lt. Col. Fred 
M. Waterbury, State Ordnance officer, 
is one of the assistant executive officers 
of the matches and a member of the 
Rules Committee, which decide all pro­
tests of the N. R. A. competitions. 

For the first time in many years New 
York State will also have a civilian rifle 
team in the field authorized by the Adju­
tant General of the State. Mr. James 
E. Murray, the well known sporting goods 
authority man of New York City, has 
gotten together a bunch of splendid rifle-

N. Y. N. G. Team 1925 
Taam Captain 

LT. COL. FRED. M. WATERBURY 
Ord. Officer 27th Div. 

Team Coach 
CAPT. J M. G. GOUVERNEUR 

Co. D, 102 nd Eng. 
Range Officer 

2ND LT. E. M. ITJEN 
Co. A, 71st Inf. 

Principals and Alternates 
1ST LT. HAROLD C. GIBB 

Co. L, 107th Inf. 
1ST LT. CHARLES C. MARTENS 

Co. A, 71st Inf. 
MASTER SGT. CHARLES CARGILL 

Hd. & Serv. Co., 102nd Eng. 
1ST SERGT ROYAL W. POLLITT 

Co. E. 102nd Eng. 
STAFF SGT. HARRY PURVIS, JR. 

Co. D, 102nd Eng. 
SGT. LOUIS A, HOLTMAN 

Co. A, 71st Inf. 
SGT. JOSEPH M. KOVACS 

Co, H, 71st Inf. 
SGT. THOS. G. SAGER 
Ord. Dept. (S. C. & D.) 

SGT. ALFRED N. GORMSEN 
Co. B, 102nd Eng. 

SGT. FORD M. TERRY 
Co. B, 107th Inf. 

PV. 1ST CL. RICHARD A. DEVEREAUX 
Co. G. 107th Inf. 

PV. 1ST CL. PEDRO H. AGRAMONTE 
Co. G, 107th Inf. 

Special Pistol Team Men 
PV. STANLEY M. HELM 

Tr. A, 51st M. G. Squad 
PV. FRED'K B. MONELL, JR. 

Tr. B, 51st M. G. Squad. 

men who will also be a credit to the 

State. The following is the line-up: 

Jerome M. Hilborn, New York, team 

captain. 

George L. Amouroux, New York. 
George S. Bergman, New York. 
Lawrence J. Corsa, Woodhaven. 
Everett M. Garnsey, White Plains. 
Phillip E. Langworthy, New York. 
Samuel L. Milman, Brooklyn. 
E. H. Proudman, New York. 
Ernest F . Robinson, Syracuse. 
Karl F. Rogers, New York. 
George R. Sheldon, Poughkeepsie. 
Edward Smelter, Ossining. 
John A. Zimmerman, Bronx. 

A Pistol Match 
at Fort Eustis 

WHILE the 258th Field Artillery was 
at Ft. Eustis for the 1925 field train­

ing, a challenge was received from the 
51st Coast Artillery Corps, U. S. A., sta­
tioned at that post, for a pistol match 
between teams of six. While the weather 
was excessively hot the spirit of the 
"Washington Greys" could not permit a 
challenge to go by default, especially 
when it might reflect on their ability to 
maintain their own with their personal 
defense weapon—the pistol—and besides 
"Austen's Cannonaders" knew they were 
some pistol shooters themselves, and so 
the match was on. The regulars aver­
aged but a little better than marksman, 
while the National Guardsmen's average 
was nearly expert, no member of the 
team shooting under sharpshooter. The 
scores tell the story. 

258TH F. A. 

Lt. Col. P. Loeser 79.16% 
Capt. E. Redmond 73.00% 
Lt, J. C. Hooker 89.16% 
Lt. W. Stanton 79.16% 
Lt. H. Thomas 78.33% 
Master Sgt. Charles Gould ................ 74.16% 

Total 78.82% 
51ST C. A. C. 

Capt. J. D. Smithley 78.92% 
Capt. M. Cordero 71.55% 
Capt. J. D. Walbach 59.52% 
Lt. F. W. Simpson 44.16% 
Lt. M. K. Voedisch 41.42% 
1st Sgt. L. Phillipotts 82.37% 

Total 62.99% 

He—What kind of shoes do you think 
I ought to wear with these golf hose? 

She—Hip boots. 
—Colorado Dodo. 
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The Airplane and the Horse 

By O N E OF O U R FIELD ARTILLERY 

CORRESPONDENTS 

I N W H I C H A T R I P I S MADE W I T H A 

CERTAIN MAJOR OF THE A I R SERVICE 

WHILE with my regiment at Pine 
Camp we did have great pleasure 

watching machines that fly through the 
air as would a bird. 

Methought of witchcraft and black 
magic when Major Vaughn did suggest 
I clamber aboard his strange steed with 
its infernal machine that did emit much 
smoke and roar as would a lion, 

And so with mine heart beating rap­
idly I did get in, carrying the while 
a riding crop with which to fite off 
evil spirits should they be encountered 
while above the tree-tops, the while a 
grin was on my countenance that mine 
enemies might not know the feelings 
of uneasiness that beset me the while. 

Equipt with strange glasses that 
changed one to the resemblance of an 
owl, I did sit huddled as would a child 
awaiting a chastisement from the par­
ents. Suddenly sounds made by a thou­
sand manifistations of the righteous 
anger of the Lord smote upon mine 
ears, my few remaining locks of hair 
were as though many invisible hands 
would tear them from my scalp, and 
by the two-handed sword of mine 
grandparents we did leave the solid 
earth. 

And so to hurtle through space, and 
I did glance over to see if perchance 
there might be wires to support us in 
this fashion, but found none, and it 
did impress me as being magic of the 
blackest kind. 

To utter words of protest was im­
possible; the words were torn from 
mine mouth and burled away by 
wrathy spirits as in great anger for the 
temerity as displayed by me in em­
barking on so wilde a voyage. 

Much higher than the tallest castle 
we did go, and so through many strange 
motions, and the earth did spin as a 
top and assume different positions as 
when one has quaffed over much of the 
wine flagon might see it. 

And so to solid ground we did glide, 
and my stomach did assume its norma! 
place in the body once more. Egad, 
'tis no place for a true believer to be, 
high in the clouds. Methinks Mother 
Earth will claim me as her own from 
now till Gabriel doth blow his horn. 

The Major smyled as would a cat 
who hath eaten of the pet canary, as 
he spake the usual question, "Did you 
enjoy ye t r ip?" I fain would the 
truth be known, yet answered, "Yea, 
'twas damfine." Then he spake further, 

(Continued on page 5) 

The New Hall of Fame 
V. Battery G, 104th Fie ld Arti l lery 

Store Room 

THIS month we jump back to slightly 
more commodious quarters and from 

the Infantry to the Field Artillery 
and present to our readers how it is done 
in C Battery of the 104th Field Artillery, 
located in the well known burgh of 
Binghamton, N. Y. 

Lt. Col. Charles G. Blakeslee is the 

officer in charge and control of this 
armory and Capt. Frank E. Butcher 
commands C. Battery, and it is evident 
from the pictures published herewith that 
they have able assistants amongst their 
non-commissioned officers and men al­
though at present we have not the latters' 
names available. This 1st Battalion of 

Harness Roam 
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Supply Room 

the 104th Field Artillery is, however, al­

ready down on our list for further atten­

tion and we shall try to remedy the omis­

sion in the case of C Battery when we 

take up the other units. 

For the present also we shall largely 
let the pictures speak for themselves. 
They can do it. Also Buttery C proves 
that it does not concentrate on one de­
partment, but offers pictures of supply 
room, store room, harness room and work 
room and backs them all to win, place or 
show. 

Binghamton (we hope no printer or 
proof-reader allows the abhorred "p" to 
slip into this article) has long been a 
National Guard stronghold, loyally sup­
porting its assigned troops, and having 
troops worthy of support as we believe 
these pictures prove. 

Co-ed—Charlie, bring me a ham sand­
wich. 

Charlie—With pleasure. 
Co-ed—No, no, with mustard. 

—Maniac. 

The Airplane and the Horse 
{Continued front page 4) 

saying, "I would mount a steed, al­
though 'tis strange to ask such of you, 
but since a suckling I exprest desires 
to disport on the back of a charger." 
By the Shades of Mine Aunt Emma! 
I did swear horrible with joy; now 
would not f laugh with glee? Forth­
with a couple of horses were delivered 
us, and we did mount, still I fain 
would keep on the windy side of Mili­
tary Law, and in guise of instruction, 
we did cavort as would ye cowboys, and 
he did cry aloud to fetch him off, and 
he did rail against Second Lieutenants. 
Fire and Brimstone, how I did laugh 
at his antics! 

So a bugle did blow and mine stom­
ach called for food. We stopt and the 
Aviator did slither from off the beast's 
back, standing as would a babe, being 
unable to walk, "Test your legs, sir," 
cried I. "My legs do better, under­
stand me, sir, than I my legs." he an­
swered, biting his lips the while, "I 
would not, by my will, have troubled 
thee had I known yon charger had a 
back like filed steel," and he did walk 
away with a gait as possessed by a 
sailor, and I smyled the while, knowing 
well the seat of trouble. 

So to mess with a lite heart, and f 
did observe Major Vaughn the while 
standing to eat, not seated, and every 
move did contort his face into lines as 
on a map. Spying me he cried, "Ah! 
fare thee well, Second Lieut. May the 
Lord have mercy on one of our souls. 
He may have mercy on mine, but my 
hope is better, and so look to thine 
self." But as the old Hermit of Prague 
said to the niece of the King, "That, 
that is, is. For what is that, but that, 
and is, hut is." This answer seemed 
to nettle him overmuch, and I did have 
a feeling that his angora had been se­
cured by Ye Field Artillery. 

Work Room 

Clipped for a Laugh 
Judge— Prisoner, f regret to inform 

you that you have been convicted, and 
will be electrocuted tomorrow. 

Prisoner—What's the charge? 
—Chicago Phoenix. 

* * * 
"He surely has got a heavy line," said 

Jean, as she watched the perspiring sailor 
pulling in the rope. 

—Washington Octopus. 

* * * 
He—May I have a dance, Miss? 
She—Most assuredly; you may have 

No. 14. 
He—I won't be here for that one. 
She—Neither will I. 

—Drexerd. 
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The Status of the 
National Guardsman 

(Continued from page 2) 

the United States include the Regular 
Army and the Organized Reserves, and 
when it mentions the National Guard 
it says: "When in the service of the 
United States." 

The decision of the Wisconsin Court 
is in accordance with previous decisions 
on this point. "State militia in active 
service or in any emergency which 
arises are subject to the control of the 
civil authorities."3 

"It is competent for the legislature to 
describe the services to be rendered by 
the State Militia." 4 

"The power of governing the militia 
given to Congress by the Constitution 
U. S, Article I, Section 8, is of a lim­
ited nature, and confined to the object 
specified and in all other respects and 
all other purposes the militia is subject 
to the control and government of their 
respective States,"5 

"The only instance where govern­
mental powers may be exercised is 
when the militia shall be employed in 
the service of the United States. At 
all other times the whole government 
of the militia is within the province of 
the State * * * so long as it does not 
infringe upon the method of organi­
zation."6 

"The provision of the Constitution 
that permits Congress to provide for 
organizing, arming and disciplining the 
militia specially reserves to the States 
the authority of training the militia ac­
cording to the discipline described by 
Congress."7 A state court interpreting 
its own state constitution carrying some­
what similar phraseology has said that 
the word descipline means system of 
drill, system of training.8 This, of 
course, is not valid as an explanation by 
the Federal Constitution, but it gives 
evidence of the tendency in interpreta­
tion of that constitution.9 

In view of the comments to the effect 
that the oath of allegiance is both to 
the United States and to the State, it 
is worth while to point to the decision in 
the case of People v. Lynch,10 where 
an attempt was made to try in a state 
court a man accused of treason against 
the United States and the Court said: 
"Admitting the facts charged to amount 
to treason against the United States, 
they do not constitute the offense of 
treason against the people of the State 
of New York," It is therefore per­
fectly suitable, it appears, for the 
learned judge to have quoted and fol­
lowed the New York decision which 
held that the National Guard is only 
a potential part of the Army of the 
United States. 

In spite of the general tendency to­
wards federalization already mentioned, 
and the manner in which this tendency 
is evidenced in other departments of the 
government, it should be pointed out. 
however, that neither the law of 1920 
nor the practice nor attitude of the 
War Department is toward a strict 
federalization.11 The War Department 
has followed the constitutional theory 
which was described by Mr. Hughes at 
Albany on October 17, 1924, as designed 
"to give adequate national authority 
without sacrifice of what was deemed 
to be essential, local autonomy." Dur­
ing the hearings on the bill for the re­
organization of the Army eventually 
passed in 1920, Gens. Pershing, Wood, 
O'Ryan and Col. Palmer persistently 
urged the general principle of decen­
tralization and localization, which, as 
Col. Palmer said: "Is characteristic of 
the National Guard," and must be 
"characteristic of any successful citizen 
army."12 

A commentator on this act has said 
that "The system of state control is 
essential to foster that popular interest 
in military matters upon which army 
policy must rest in a country governed 
by public opinion," and that the act 
was "following American tradition in 
leaving the militia organization under 
state control rather than establishing a 
new national militia,"13 The Secretary 
of War, John W. Weeks, remarked in 
San Francisco on May 25, 1923, that 
''The National Guard represents that 
principle of self-government which pro­
tects localities by the erection of safe­
guards against the danger of too highly 
centralized Federal Government." In 
a telegram sent in September, 1923, at 
the time of the declaration of martial 
law in the State of Oklahoma, in view 
of pending riots and disturbances, the 
same Secretary of War said: "Your 
telegram of September 6 has received 
careful consideration. A declaration by 
a Governor of a state of martial law 
or that an insurrection against the 
government of the State exists is a 
matter in which the War Department 
cannot intervene. The National Guard 
of a State when not in the service of 
the United States is not subject to the 
orders of the War Department, but is 
exclusively under the control of the 
authorities of the State. I find noth­
ing in the Federal Constitution or stat­
utes that would warrant intervention by 
the Secretary of War in the premises." 
All of this, it will be noted, is in con­
formity with the idea that, as Mr. 
Hughes said in the address already 
quoted, "We must continue to have a 
government of limited powers. Each 
government, federal and stale, must 
have its sphere and neither must tran­
scend its limits." 

The New York National Guardsman 

The question might arise if the pres­
ence of Regular Army officers with 
National Guard units in the role of 
instructors, and the continuation of 
federal aid both financial and material, 
might not tend toward the creation of 
a federalized system of which courts 
might be required to take notice in 
spite of law, if evidence were pre­
sented before them to make plain that 
such a federalized and centralized sys­
tem were actually in effect. No one 
can predict what changes may occur 
in course of time, but it is at least pos­
sible to point out that the War De­
partment at present distinctly tries to 
guard against such a tendency. 

"It has been explicitly stated as a 
point of policy by the War Department 
that the responsibility for the training 
of the National Guard devolves upon 
the National Guard officers themselves 
and that the Regular Army instructors 
detailed for National Guard duty are 
to act solely in an advisory capacity. In 
all cases brought to the Militia Bureau's 
attention where the tendency existed to 
require Regular Army commissioned and 
non-commissioned instructors to assume 
such responsibilities and to act as drill 
instructors, the point has been empha­
sized that such practice was not in ac­
cordance with the law under which fed­
eral support is extended to the National 
Guard service." — (Infantry Journal, 
May, 1924.) 

Furthermore, War Department gen­
eral orders have been issued to the same 
effect, as follows: 

"Sec. ii, par. 1. Under the provisions 
of the National Defense Act as amend­
ed by the Act of June 4, 1920, the 
National Guard while in the service of 
the United States is a component of 
the Army of the United States. Alt 
policies, plans, regulations and orders 
which are prepared as hereinafter di­
rected and which affect the organization, 
distribution, training and administration 
of the National Guard when not in the 
service of the United States will take 
into account the constitutional and legal 
status of the National Guard and will 
have for their objects the preparation 
of this force for induction into the 
service of the United States as a com­
ponent of the Army of the United 
States. 

"Par. 6 * * * The powers essential 
to the discharge of the functions and 
responsibilities of department and corps 
area commanders in connection with 
the National Guard, while not in the 
service of the United States—while lim­
ited by law are sufficient tit enable de­
partment and corps area commanders to 
maintain the National Guard troops 
within their departments or corps areas 
in a state of preparedness for induc-

(Continted on page 8) 
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Regimental Historical Sketches 
By Colonel De Witt Clinton Falls 

27TH DIVISION TRAIN, Q.M.C. 

THE 27th Division Train was organ­
ized on March 29, 1862, as an in­

fantry regiment. Its organizer and 
first colonel was Gen. J. V. Meserole, 
who was, as were many of the other 
officers, a member of the 4th Company 
of the 7th Regiment. Out of senti­
ment for their Alma Mater, they se­
cured the numbers 4 and 7 for the or­
ganization and it became the 47th Regi­
­ent. It was organized for the Civil 
War and first entered the United States 
service on May 27, 1862, remaining until 
September 13th, and was again called 
out June 17 to July 23, 1863. For the 
Spanish-American War, the regiment 
was mustered in on May 24, 1898. 
After service in several training camps, 
it became a part of the Army of Occu­
pation of Porto Rico, where it re­
mained in garrison until the Spring of 
1899, returning and being mustered out 
on March 31st of that year. The 47th 
was mobilized for prospective duty on 
the Mexican border in June, 1916, and 
remained in camp until August, when, 
as its services were not required on the 
border, it was demobilized without hav­
ing been mustered into the United 
States service. For the World War, 
the 47th was one of the regiments se­
lected for special duty in advance of 
the actual declaration of war, and was 
mustered in on March 24, 1917. It per­
formed duty in guarding public utilities, 
cantonments under construction, etc., in 

the Eastern Department, until the mob­
ilization of the New York National 
Guard at Camp Wadsworth, Spartan­
burg, S. C., in September. Under the 
reorganization of the Guard, the 47th 
furnished drafts to practically every 
organization of the 27th Division. 

With the remaining personnel, and 
drafts from the National Army, the 
regiment was reorganized as the 53rd 
Pioneer Infantry, which served in 
France with the 1st and 5th Armies, 
participating in the major operations of 
St. Mihiel-Meuse Argonne and a de­
fensive sector of the 1st Army Area. 

The 47th was called for State ser­
vice in the Draft Riots, 1863; Railroad 
Strike Riots, 1877; Fire Island Cholera 
Epidemic. 1892, and Brooklyn Trolley 
Strike, 1895. During the World War 
the 47th Infantry, New York Guard, 
was organized for State service and, 
with the returned personnel of the 
War Regiment, continued the old or­
ganization in the reconstructed Guard. 

To meet the requirements of the War 
Department's allotment of National 
Guard units to the State, the regiment 
was converted on April 26, 1920, into 
the 47th Mounted Engineers, and later, 
due to further changes in the tables of 
organization, became the 27th Division 
Train. The regiment being organized 
for Civil War service, its first uniform 
was that prescribed for the Army and 
worn by a majority of the Militia and 
Volunteer regiments. 

When the decision was made to retain 
the 47th as a National Guard regiment 
after the war, it was at once decided 
to equip the organization in a distinctive 
full dress uniform. On account of its 
original affiliations with the 7th, the 
grey uniform of that organization with 
a few minor changes, was selected for 
the enlisted men, while the officers re­
tained the blue frock coat with dis­
tinctive regimental trimmings. Grey 
trousers for winter and white for sum­
mer were worn by both officers and 
men, and the regiment adopted as a 
distinctive title "The Brooklyn Greys." 
When the State issued a distinctive full 
dress uniform to those regiments who 
cared to adopt it, the 47th, in 1885, dis­
carded their distinctive uniform and 
were equipped with the State full dress. 
This was changed to the Regular Army 
uniform about 1895 and on the Army 
revising the dress regulations in 1906, 
the uniform was again changed to that 
worn up to the time of the World War. 
During the war all full dress was abol­
ished and since then only the regula­
tion field uniforms have been pre­
scribed. The Governor having recently 
approved the readoption of distinctive 
uniforms or distinctive additions to the 
present uniform of organizations, it is 
hoped that the Train will soon select 
some distinctive feature for wear on 
occasions of ceremony. 
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Lieut. Bisenius, 71st 
Exhibits Great Pluck 

B A Y O N E T qualifications at Camp 
Smith, Peekskill, requires a high 

degree of stamina, agility and speed of 
arm and foot. The course is 115 yards 
long. It must he covered in 45 seconds 
with 82 per cent of hits, such hits pierc­
ing a three-inch disk. The starting point 
is a four-foot ditch, and the following 
have to be negotiated in the course: 
One hurdle, three shell holes, two 
ditches and fifteen dummies. Correct 
form of point and withdrawal from 
thrusts is required. Inspectors are sta­
tioned along the course, marking each 
man on form, etc. 

Lieut. Charles F. Bisenius had been 
selected for the 71st Inft. team of fifty 
to try for qualification, and his per­
formance showed that not only is he 
possessed of the necessary physical 
qualifications, but that he is made of 
the stuff that has made the American 
soldier known to the world as one 
who has "guts" to an unusual degree. 

Lieut. Bisenius had negotiated about 
one-third of the difficult course when, 
upon entering the first shell hole, he 
thrust his bayonet through the upper 
part of his shoe, through his foot, and 
into the shoe sole. This most painful 
wound did not for a moment stop him, 
however, from his determination to 
make the course, and pulling the bayo­
net out of the wound, with the blood 
gushing from the shoe, he continued 
the balance of the course, qualifying as 
one of those successful in the regiment. 

This wonderful exhibition of courage 
and determination impressed the whole 
camp. General Berry called in person 
upon the lieutenant to express his ad­
miration of his heroic deed, and every 
man in the camp had a word of praise 
for the unusual courage shown. 

Lieut. Bisenius enlisted in Co. E, 71st 
Inft., in 1918, served with Troop C, 
101st Cav. from 1921 to 1924; rejoined 
the 71st, in Co. G, in 1924, and was 
commissioned second lieutenant of that 
company in November, 1924. The lieu­
tenant is married and lives at 149 Ver-
milyea Avenue, New York City. For 
many years tales will be told in camp 
of his wonderful qualification upon the 
difficult bayonet course. 

Pine Camp Maneuvers 
A Buffalo artillery regiment recently 

returned from its annual two weeks 
of field training. With it came a story. 

It seems that duty took the major 
commanding one of the battalions and 
seven or eight of his subordinate officers 
to a distant spot where the battalion 
was to be placed the next morning. 
Being officers, they went in style in a 
large touring car with an enlisted man 
driving. Arriving at the designated lo­
cation, they walked far afield, selecting 
the different sites for the placing of 
the guns. 

In the foreground there was a sharp 
dip in the terrain. While the officers 
were in conference, a herd of cows ap­
peared over the rise, followed by the 
"King of the Herd," a large Hereford 
bull. The cows regarded the intruders 
with a certain amount of equanimity, 
hut the bull seemed inclined to investi­
gate. He advanced on the officers, 
slowly at first, his head waving from 
side to side, accompanied by a low 
rumbling protest. 

The officers looked at the major, and 
the major looked at the officers. No­
body said anything, but a slow saunter 
towards a barbed-wire fence about a 
hundred yards in their rear was no­
ticed, all the officers keeping their faces 
towards the enemy. Suddenly the bull 
stopped, then with an earth-shaking 
bellow came on a gallop. The race to 
the fence was won by the second in 
command, but all got over before the 
bull arrived. 

Unfortunately, the bull was more fa­
miliar with the topography of the coun­
try, for he immediately turned and made 
a dash for a hole in the fence about 
fifty yards down the line. His appear­
ance on their side of the fence was too 
sudden for consultations. One of the 
officers made for a tree behind them. 
It was the only one in sight, and was 
not very big. Precedence of rank was 
forgotten, dignity was cast to the winds. 
It is reported that a mere second 
"looie" had the most advantageous po­
sition at the top of the tree, while the 
staff officer who was escorting them just 
managed to curl himself around the 
lowest crotch. 

The bull waited below, stamping his 
feet, bellowing and roaring. The offi­

cers, true to the training, "maintained 
their positions at all costs." Then the 
bull espied the touring car and the 
chauffeur. He transferred his attentions 
to the new interest. Uttering a bellow 
of rage, he started for the car. The 
officers discussed the new movement, 
expecting a shattered automobile and 
a mangled chauffeur as the only result. 
But here comes the denouement. 

The chauffeur, a "little bitte privut," 
stepped out of his car with a wrench 
in his hand. This he threw at the ad­
vancing bull, then picking up a piece 
of old fence post, he advanced to meet 
the bull. The officers watched, horror-
stricken. They talked of the slaughter 
of the innocents, and wondered how 
they could get the ambulance. 

The bull saw the oncoming hero, 
stopped in his tracks, and making an 
about-face, started for parts unknown. 
The officers, having completed their ob­
servations of the surrounding country 
from their observation post in the tree, 
returned to their car, deep in their dis­
cussion of the morrow's activities. 

Medical Notes 
The 104th Hospital Company, of 

Brooklyn, has been drilling throughout 
the summer months and Maj. Moore re­
ports a remarkable attendance and also 
reports that recruiting is increasing. 

Recruiting has also been very good 
at the Headquarters Armory in New 
York City, both the 104th Ambulance 
Company and the Service Company re­
porting full strength. 

The Status of the 
National Guardsman 

(Continued from page 6) 

tion in the service of the United States. 
Department and corps area command­
ers exercise direct command over Na­
tional Guard troops only when such 
troops have been called or drafted into 
the service of the United States and 
have been assigned to their command by 
competent authority."—(General Orders 
No. 6, W. D., January 31, 1922.) 

(1) State v. Johnson, unreported; affirmed in 
Wisconsin Supreme Court, 202 N. W. 171. 

(2) 41 Stat. 759. 
(3) Fluke v. Canton, 31 Okla. 718, 123 P. 149; 

Franks v. Smith, 142 Ky., 232: 134 S. W. 484. 
(4) Betty v. State, 66 So. 457; 188 Ala. 211. 
(5) Ansley v. Timmins. 3 McCord (S. C.) 329. 
(6) People v. Hill, 59 Hun. 624, 13 N. Y. S. 

637, Judgment affirmed 126 N. Y., 497, 27 N. 
E. 7E9. 

(7) Houston v. Moore. 5 Wheat. 1; Martin v. 
Mott, 12 Wheat. 19; Luther v. Borden. 7 How-
ard 1. 

(8) State v, Peake, 22 N. D. 457, 135 N. W. 
197. 

(9) S. T. Ansell, "Legal and Historical As­
pects of the Militia," 26 Yale Law Tour. 471, 
Apr., 1917. 

(10) 11 Johnson 549. 
(11) See Oregon and Washington Railroad 

and Navigation Co. v. U. S. Ct. Cl. No, D-12. 
April 6, 1925. 

(12) House hearings on reorganization of the 
Army, 1920, page 1196. 

(13) John T. Dickinson, The Building of an 
Army, p. —. 
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All Is Quiet At Camp Smith! 

The Soldiers 

And by that we especially 

mean the enlisted men, are 

delighted with the great 

improvements at Peekskill. 

It's now a real vacation 

spot and field training is 

popular. 

The Parents 
Have nothing but words 
of praise for the many at­
tractive features added to 
Camp Smith. It is the 
most beautiful soldier 
camp in the U. S. and 
mothers and fathers who 
have visited it are glad 
their boys are in the 

Guard. 

The greatest military camp in the U. S. closes September 20th 
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WHY 
MY R E G I M E N T ! 

I shouldn't say my regiment for 
it doesn't belong to me, but I belong 
to it. 

I don't know who it does belong to, 
but from the way it has been inspected 
I think that it must be for sale. 

All of this happened at a camp. 
One warm Sunday morning somebody 

got the idea and all who happened to be 
at the Armory went along. A lot of 
others besides me were loafing around 
at the time. 

The start wouldn't have been so bad, 
but there have been so many robberies 
lately that the Colonel, who also hap­
pened to be there, decided that it would 
not be safe to leave anything in the 
Armory. So we hung equipment all 
over us and walked until we found a 
train, I am glad that they decided not 
to take the Armory. 

Through some mistake the Fourth 
Battalion marched right behind the band, 
which was the first time that they had 
ever heard it. 

Peekskill was the only place that 
could accomodate such a crowd, and 
I'll say that they were ready. 

A guard was established to regulate 
illicit traffic and patrolled the concrete 
streets to accustom the officers to the 
sound of marching feet at night. 

Then we started on a cross word 
puzzle called G. O. — . I thought that 
that hobby was dying out, but it seems 
that the rural districts still go in for 
it. The game was to try and be in 
two places at the same time, and not 
march into camp when you should have 
been marching out. Of course some 
fellows made mistakes. We listened to 
a lot of advice and somebody else was 
always right. 

Now take the little matter of horses! 
Why do they put Infantry officers up 

on horses when one of the natural laws 
is that anything that goes up has to 
come down? You'd think that in this 
mechanical age if they were going to 
use horses at all that they would give 
them to the Cavalry. 

Why don' they? And why didn't 
they let the sun go down quietly in­
stead of shooting off a cannon? 

It was horses to right of you and 
horses to left of you; horse talk at 
mess, and did you ever hear of horse­
laugh ? 

One would advise, "You should hove 
pushed on the reins," and another say, 
''Feed him sugar," and by the time that 
you had corrected that, the horse would 
be in the Air Service. 

In one week's time we trained men 

By MAJ. AMES T. BROWN 
to catch them, bob their hair, shampoo 
them, saddle them without forgetting 
to put a bit in their mouth and had 
enough officers left to ride them. 

But why, when the whole think would 
have been so simple? 

Now take the idea of the New York 
Police Department. They have Dolly 
Sisters roaming the streets, which proves 
that there is room for two big men in 
a Ford car and still have it mobile. 

A major and his adjutant could be 
so mounted. At Parade Rest the front 
wheels could be turned to the right 
—which is something that a horse could 
not do, and when the Star Spangled 
Banner was played they could stand up 
on the seat and the cushions would be 
a good thing to sleep on at night. 

I wonder if it would have to be 
inspected? 

But to get alone! 
Who tried to drive tent pegs with a 

glass hammer? 
What company polished tent pegs 

with a tooth brush and then lost the 
flag? 

Why do they make targets so small 
and waste so much ammunition? 

Why not teach men how to shoot if 
they are going to be soldiers? 

Who chopped down the Outpost ? 
Why is a pie stretcher? 
Who taught mules to drink out of a 

canteen? 
Who was the Irish colonel named 

Riley at the mock review? 
Who said A Company did guard duty? 
Who's going in full dress next year? 

Soldier Boxing 
Wednesday 

Nights 

102ND ENGINEER 
ARMORY 
8:30 P.M. 

R e s e r v e d S e a t s $ 1 . 6 5 

F l o o r S e a t s $ 1 . 1 0 

4 0 0 0 G a l l e r y S e a t s 75 C e n t s 

168TH STREET AND B'WAY, 
NEW YORK CITY 

W h o Lost a Gold W a t c h ? 

THE Editor has received the following 
article for publication. It speaks for 

itself and will be of great interest to one 
Guardsman, thereby proving it pays to 
read your military journal. 

Dear S i r : 

Would like to advertise the follow­
ing in T H E N E W YORK NATIONAL 

GUARDSMAN: 

Found on Parade Grounds at Camp 
Smith, Aug. 21st, a solid gold watch 
with fob attached; owner can have 
same by proving property and writ­
ing to Sgt. John Berthold, Co. K. 
10th Inf., care of State Armory, 
Utica, N. Y. 

Thanking you for space, 
I remain yours truly. 

SGT. J O H N BERTHOLD. 

If every Guardsman would be as hon­
est as Sgt. Berthold how much happier 
the service would be, especially when it 
comes to pistols, revolvers, clips, field 
glasses, etc. 

To the Hills of Peekskill 

Oh purple hills of mystery 
Looking at the sky 

Like a lovely lady, 
I hear you softly sigh. 

What do you ask of me; 
Who has nothing to give 

But praise for your beauty, 
And a prayer that you may live. 

What gifts can I give to equal 
Your sunset crowd of gold, 

In vain I hunt a sequel 
As man has done of old. 

' C A N I GJVE YOU MORE THAN THESE? 

"The wine like dew of night, 
The priceless silver of the moon, 

The symphony of winds so light 
The awakening kiss of dawn. 

—PVT. HAROLD K. BRIGGS 

107th Intantry. 

Bad News From the Rear 
Wife (in back s ea t ) : "Henry, dear, 

you mustn't drive so fast." 
Husband: "Why not ?" 
Wife : "The motor policeman who 

has been following us won't like it." 
—Stanford Chaparral. 

Pater: "How do you expect to sup­
port my daughter? Why, a hundred 
dollars a month won't even pay the 
rent." 

Percy: "My dear sir! Surely you 
won't charge Dulcina and me rent?" 

—Stanford Chaparral. 


