New York Air National Guard
Higgins, Ortt and Pappas honor life and service of Robert J. Clark
NFP: August 17, 2015

Congressman Brian Higgins, New York State Sen. Robert Ortt and City of North
Tonawanda Mayor Arthur Pappas remembered the life and service of Robert
"Bob" Clark, former alderman and longtime member of the United States Armed
Forces during a special ceremony at Veterans' Park.
"Bob Clark's life service represents an extraordinary commitment to his
community and country," Higgins said. "It is our honor to see that his
service and that of a devoted military family be forever remembered."
"My friend Bob was a model citizen and decorated soldier - a thankless
servant who fought for his constituents and his country," Ortt said. "I'm
hopeful that this well-deserved recognition can somehow capture and honor
the immeasurable contributions Bob made to our community and our nation."
"The City of North Tonawanda lost an exemplary man from our community,"
Pappas said. "This dedication acts as a tribute in remembrance of a man who
served his county and community unselfishly."
Chief Master Sgt. Bob Clark served in a number of U.S. military branches
for a total of nearly 40 years. He was in the Navy during the Vietnam War.
Here in the U.S., he remained in the Naval Reserve for 25 years rising to
the rank of command master chief. In the New York Air National Guard, he was
sent to Ground Zero after the 9/11 terrorist attack. And he later went on to

fulfill six deployments to the Middle East for the Air Force. His service
and sacrifice earned him multiple military recognitions, including the
Bronze Star with Combat "V" and a Purple Heart.
The city unveiled a bronze plaque dedicated to Clark. The plaque, inscribed
with his name and dedicated accomplishments, is placed on a stone under a
tree along the pathway at Veterans' Park. Clark's marker is near the Purple
Heart monument that he worked on getting erected in the park in October
2013.
Clark was a graduate of North Tonawanda High School's Class of 1963. He
served as alderman from 2013-14, and he was active in a number of veteran
and community organizations, including serving as president of the North
Tonawanda History Museum, a member of the Stephen Sikora Post 1322 and a
parishioner at St. Mark's Lutheran Church.
Before his passing, Bob asked Higgins' office for assistance with obtaining
military service medals earned by his father, Robert Lincoln Clark, during
World War II. Bob wanted to surprise his sister with the keepsakes of their
father's service. Higgins presented the Clark family with the Navy Good
Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Medal, American Campaign Medal, Navy
Discharge Button and Honorable Service Lapel Button.
Bob passed away in September at the age of 68, following a difficult battle
with cancer.
His widow, Sue, his sister, Diane, and a small group of friends and family
joined local leaders for the private presentation.

http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2015/08/17/121762/higgins-ortt-and-pappashonor-life-and-service-of-robert-j.-clark

New York Army National Guard
New York Soldiers supports Ohio Guard and shooting's 'National Matches'
DVIDS: August 17, 2015

New York Army National Guard Spc. Michael Valasquez
doesn't understand the long-held military tradition to "never volunteer for
anything." Valesquez turned that phrase on its head when he became the first
out-of-state volunteer to support the Ohio National Guard's mission at the
annual National Rifle & Pistol Championships here this summer.
"I love to work, and I want to experience as much as the military can give
me," said Valasquez, who is currently serving with the 1108th Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Company, based in Scotia, N.Y.
The 32-year-old chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear specialist
from Manhattan sought the opportunity to be the first New York National
Guardsman to assist with the National Matches.
The National Matches are referred to as the country's "World Series of the
Shooting Sports." The matches are a rifle and handgun shooting competition
drawing in thousands of civilian and military marksmen and women over five
weeks of matches in July and August for a variety of events.
When he learned of the matches from past military training with Ohio
Guardsmen, Valasquez was quick to volunteer, he said.
"I just like to donate my time and abilities to helping other units," said
Valasquez. "I called up [Lt. Finlayson] and asked him if I could

participate."
Lt. Neil Finlayson with the Ohio Army National Guard, helped organize and
plan this year's event. In 2008, the Ohio Army National Guard took over
responsibility of the 112-year-old event from the Army Reserve, according to
Finlayson. Since then, the event has only been staffed by Ohio Guardsmen but that didn't deter Valasquez.
"When I arrived, I discovered I was the first one from another state to
support the national matches," said Velasquez. He was quickly put to work
doing various jobs, eventually settling in with the military police guarding
the event.
He was granted one special perk in recognition of being the first Guardsman
from another state to support Ohio's mission: firing the historic 75mm M1897
cannon that signaled the start of the match.
"It was an honor just to fire their cannons," said Valasquez.
He has already asked to come back next year, and the organizers quickly
agreed. With much of the setup starting in the spring they could always use
more volunteers, said Finlayson.
Master Sgt. Donald Messersmith, the National Matches Noncommissioned Officer
in Charge, said that Valasquez seamlessly integrated with volunteers from
the Ohio National Guard.
"I would definitely recommend this to Soldiers who are willing to go this
far to do the work that's needed," said Valasquez. "It's a great
opportunity, especially for those who haven't been able to train out of the

state.
Starting in 1903, the National Matches have been held annually and include
small arms schools as well as a series of pistol and rifle championships and
events. The Civilian Marksmanship Program conducts the National Matches
through a partnership that includes the Ohio Army National Guard and the
National Rifle Association.
For more information on the National Matches and the Civilian Marksmanship,
and how to compete in 2016, visit thecmp.org/cmp-national-matches/
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/173424/new-york-soldiers-supports-ohio-guard-andshootings-national-matches

National Guard member from Lindenhurst honored by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo
Newday: August 18, 2015

Staff Sgt. Marlana Watson, an Army medic from Lindenhurst with the New York
Army National Guard, will receive the New York State Medal of Valor, the
state's highest military award for heroism, from Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo.
(Credit: Newsday / Jessica Rotkiewicz) (Credit: )
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has awarded the state's highest military honor for
heroism to a Lindenhurst Army National Guard staff sergeant, who while in
her pajamas ran to help two teenagers shot late last year outside her
previous home in Syracuse.
Staff Sgt. Marlana Watson, a medic during a yearlong deployment to
Afghanistan that ended in 2013, was headed to bed Nov. 5 when the crackle of
gunfire...

http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/gov-andrew-m-cuomo-honors-lindenhurstnational-guard-member-for-helping-teenage-shooting-victims-1.10751926

National Guard soldier getting heroism award after 2014 Syracuse shooting
Utica OD: August 19, 2015

A member of the Army National Guard is being awarded New York state's
highest military award for heroism for coming to the aid of two teenagers
who were shot on a Syracuse street last fall.
Twenty-eight-year-old Staff Sgt. Marlana Watson will receive the New York
State Medal of Valor during a ceremony being held Wednesday morning at the
Armed Forces Reserve Center in Farmingdale on Long Island.
The Binghamton native was living in Syracuse when she heard gunfire outside
her home on the night of Nov. 5. She rushed outside and found two teenage
boys suffering from gunshot wounds. Watson administered emergency medical
care while directing bystanders to give assistance.
Watson is an Army medic who served in Afghanistan. She lives in Lindenhurst
on Long Island, where she's serving as an Army National Guard recruiter.
http://www.uticaod.com/article/20150819/NEWS/150819434

National Guard soldier gets Medal of Valor, New York's highest military
ABC 7: August 19, 2015

A member of the Army National Guard was awarded New
York state's highest military award for heroism after she came to the aid of
two teenagers who were shot on a Syracuse street last fall.
Staff Sergeant Marlana Watson, 28, received the New York State Medal of
Valor during a ceremony held Wednesday morning at the Armed Forces Reserve

Center in Farmingdale on Long Island.
The Binghamton native was living in Syracuse when she heard gunfire outside
her home on the night of November 5. After checking on her sleeping son, she
looked outside the house to see two boys, ages 13 and 15, laying in a yard
across the street. She rushed outside and administered emergency medical
care while directing bystanders to give assistance.
"Without hesitation, Staff Sergeant Watson placed her own personal safety
at risk in order to help those in need," Governor Andrew Cuomo said. "I
commend her heroic actions and am proud to see this exemplary New Yorker
receive this well-deserved honor."
One boy was shot in his upper buttock. She had nothing to stop the bleeding,
so Watson pulled off the boy's boot and sock and used the sock as a bandage.
She turned him over to check for an exit wound, and seeing none, she asked
an onlooker to hold the bandage on the wound while she checked the other
victim.
The other victim was shot in the thigh and in the calf. She told him he had
to lie still and let her check his wounds, because there is a major artery
in the leg. That boy said he was getting cold, so Watson sent her sister
inside to get a blanket. By the time her sister returned, the police and
emergency medical teams arrived, and Watson turned the care of the two teens
over to them.
Police later determined that passengers in a vehicle had shot at the two
teenagers from behind.

Watson is an Army medic who served in Afghanistan. She lives in Lindenhurst
on Long Island, where she's serving as an Army National Guard recruiter.
http://abc7ny.com/news/national-guard-soldier-gets-medal-of-valor-new-yorks-highestmilitary-award/946968/

Governor Cuomo Announces Medal of Valor Recipient, Recipient a Resident of
Lindenhurst
Long Island: August 19, 2015

Governor Cuomo announced that the New
York State Medal of Valor, the state's highest military award for heroism,
is being awarded to New York Army National Guard Staff Sgt. Marlana Watson,
an Army medic, resident of Lindenhurst, and veteran of the War in
Afghanistan.
Watson, age 28, is being recognized for an incident which occurred on the
night of Nov. 5, 2014, when she rushed from her home in Syracuse out into
the street when she heard gunfire. She found two teenage boys shot and
bleeding on the ground. Heedless of the risk of further gun fire, Watson
began administering emergency medical care to the boys and took charge of
the scene, directing bystanders to assist in their treatment and call 911
while waiting for the police to respond.
"Without hesitation, Staff Sgt. Watson placed her own personal safety at
risk in order to help those in need," Governor Cuomo said. "I commend her
heroic actions and am proud to see this exemplary New Yorker receive this
well-deserved honor."
The award will be presented to Watson tomorrow, August 19 at the

Farmingdale Armed Forces Reserve Center by Major General Patrick Murphy, the
Adjutant General of New York. The New York State Medal for Valor is awarded
to members of the New York National Guard who display valor, heroism,
courage or gallantry either in a military or civilian capacity.
Adjutant General of New York, Major General Patrick Murphy, said, "Staff
Sgt. Watson acted in the best traditions of the New York National Guard when
she went to the aid of those two young men, despite the risk that the
assailants could open fire again. She took her military training and
expertise and used it to help her neighbors and community."
Watson, who currently serves as an Army National Guard recruiter assigned
to the Farmingdale recruiting office, was in her house at about 10 p.m. when
she heard gunshots outside in the street. After checking on her sleeping
son, she looked outside the house to see two boys, ages 13 and 15 laying in
a yard across the street. She called for her sister to call 911 and then
raced outside and across the street to help.
One boy was shot in his upper buttock. She had nothing to stop the bleeding
so Watson pulled off the boy's boot and sock and used the sock as a bandage.
She turned him over to check for an exit wound, and seeing none, she asked
an onlooker to hold the bandage on the wound while she checked the other
victim.
The other victim was shot in the thigh and in the calf. She told him he had
to lie still and let her check his wounds because there is a major artery in
the leg. That boy said he was getting cold so Watson sent her sister inside

to get a blanket. By the time her sister returned, the police and emergency
medical teams arrived and Watson turned the care of the two teens over to
them.
Police later determined that passengers in a vehicle had shot at the two
teenagers from behind.
At the time of the event Watson, a Binghamton native, was assigned to the
107th Military Police Company, which is headquartered in Brooklyn. She is
now assigned to Company A of the New York Army National Guard's Recruiting
and Retention Battalion as a full-time recruiter.
A member of the New York Army National Guard since 2004, Watson served as a
medic in Afghanistan in 2012 and 2013 with 3rd Battalion of the 401st Army
Field Support Brigade at Bagram Air Base.
Watson will receive the Medal of Valor at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, August 19.
http://www.longisland.com/news/08-19-15/cuomo-announces-medal-of-valor-recipient-fromlindenhurst.html

Addison native receives Army National Guard promotion
The Leader: August 20, 2015

Dakota Mckie, of Addison, recently was promoted to the rank of specialist in
the New York Army National Guard.
Mckie serves with the 827th Engineer Company. Army National Guard assigns
promotions based on performance, attitude, leadership ability and
development potential.
http://www.the-leader.com/article/20150820/NEWS/150829974

Veterans

Rainbow Division veterans gather to commemorate milestones
DVIDS: August 19, 2015

Veterans and descendants of the Army's historic 42nd
Infantry Division commemorated their 96th annual reunion here Aug. 15 with
tributes to Soldiers past and present and to award education scholarships to
Rainbow Soldier legacies.
The 2015 annual reunion for the Rainbow Division Veterans Foundation
recognized a number of milestones, including the current centennial of the
battles of World War I that led to the creation of the "Rainbow Division,"
as the 42nd Infantry is known, to the 70th anniversary of the end of World
War II to the 10th anniversary of the division headquarters combat service
in Iraq in 2005.
"We gather again to remember the past service of our World War veterans who
created the 42nd Infantry Division and established its legacy in the Army,"
said Foundation Chairman and former division commander retired Maj. Gen.
Joseph Taluto. "At the same time, we welcome the modern-era veterans who
wore the Rainbow patch in peace and in war, at ground zero in New York City
and in the sands of Iraq."
"We stand at a transition where our newest veterans now carry forward that
tremendous history and legacy of the Rainbow Division," he said.
The 42nd Infantry Division was created in 1917 when National Guard units
from 26 states came together at Garden City, New York, to form a division
and deploy quickly to France during World War I.

The division was given its nickname by then-Col. Douglas McArthur, who
conceived of the idea. The 42nd Division, coming from a number of different
states would stretch across the country "like a Rainbow."
The Rainbow Division Veterans Foundation traces its roots to the first
veterans reunion of the 42nd Division, back to 1919, when MacArthur, the
former division chief of staff, brigade commander and division commander
from World War I, was elected first and enduring association chairman.
Reunions have been held annually in the summertime to commemorate the
division's first major battle in Champagne, France, in July 1918 while
serving under General Henri Gouraud and the French 4th Army.
The summer gathering also recalls the division's July 1943 reactivation at
Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, for service in World War II. The division fought in
France and Germany, liberating the concentration camp at Dachau, taking
Munich, and ending the war occupying part of Austria.
The division became part of the New York National Guard in 1947.
Taluto said that just as the World War I veterans who created the
association passed the reigns to the World War II veterans back in the
1970s, current Rainbow veterans of the division will carry the legacy
forward for future generations.
"We've had a busy year," Taluto said. "We dedicated two new memorials for
the Rainbow Division, one at Fort Drum, New York, and the other at Fort Dix,
New Jersey, commemorating the division's mobilization sites for Operation
Iraqi Freedom."

"These memorials join the other past sites that mark our World War I and
World War II heritage," he said.
The two memorials mark the 2005 mobilization of the division for combat as a
division headquarters for Operation Iraqi Freedom, the first National Guard
division to do so since the Korean War.
Again the division lived up to its Rainbow nickname: Army elements from the
National Guard, Army Reserve, and active component from across 28 states,
Puerto Rico and American Samoa came under the command of the division.
The division provided the command and control, logistics and operational
base for four maneuver brigades operating in North Central Iraq. The
division base received its combat brigades and formed Task Force Liberty,
with the addition of the Tennessee Army National Guard's 278th Armored
Cavalry Regiment, the Idaho Army National Guard's 116th Cavalry Brigade and
the 1st and 3rd Brigade Combat Teams of the Army's 3rd Infantry Division.
The foundation today welcomes members from former peacetime or wartime
service in the 42nd Infantry Division and those family members and
descendants looking to honor the service of past Rainbow Soldiers.
Taluto recognized six past officers and volunteers of the foundation for
their commitment to the Rainbow Division. Frances Hutnick was one of those
family members honored for her long and faithful service to the foundation.
She is one of the longest serving board members of the foundation.
"Thank you Frances, for all that you've done and all that you have meant to
the Rainbow," Taluto said.

The wartime wife of the division's Steve Hutnick, she met most of the WWII
veterans of the Rainbow Division as a teenager in her Austrian village of
Stuhfelden in the summer of 1945.
"The Rainbow has been my family all my life," Hutnick said.
Reunion events included a tour of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point
and the 9/11 Memorial Museum in New York City, site of the division
headquarters service as part of the state response to the attacks at the
World Trade Center in 2001.
New York Army National Guard Maj. Gen. Harry Miller, the current division
commander for the 42nd Infantry, provided keynote remarks on the state of
the division today at the reunion dinner Aug. 15.
"Last year I stood before you and told you we had a busy year coming up with
many events on our plate and I'm proud to say we've done them," Miller said.
Miller described the support of the division headquarters as a higher
command cell, or HICON, for both subordinate brigade training events of New
Hampshire's 197th Fires Brigade, 26th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade in
Massachusetts and 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team from New York while also
supporting battle simulation training exercises for the National Guard's
38th Infantry Division over the winter and 36th Infantry Division in June.
The division also provided a detachment for deployment to Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba to serve as members of the headquarters element for Joint Task Force
Guantanamo. The task force headquarters personnel provide administrative
support to the joint task force.

The Soldiers deployed in March of this year and are doing a terrific job
representing the 42nd Infantry Division, Miller said.
"There are eight National Guard divisions out there in the force," Miller
said, "and while I may have a slightly biased opinion, none are as ready and
none are as prepared as the 42nd Infantry."
The foundation also highlighted its annual reunion with a presentation of 13
educational scholarships. Presenting the scholarships was committee chairman
retired Lt. Col. Michael Kelly, a Rainbow Division veteran of Iraq.
"Each year on college campuses, students begin again and our foundation is
proud to support them in their efforts," Kelly said leading up to the
introduction of each student recipient. "This year, we have scholarships
totaling some $22,000."
"We look for an appreciation of the division's historic past in an
applicant's essay, to see how the Rainbow Division has made its mark on
future generations," Kelly said.
"Whether in your personal, professional or family life, you are part of a
team. Never shy away from personal sacrifice for the common good," Kelly
said.
Today, the National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division is aligned for training
with some 14,000 Soldiers assigned to brigade elements in New York, Vermont,
Massachusetts, New Jersey and New Hampshire. With support from the division
headquarters and staff, nearly every associated element of the modern 42nd
Infantry Division deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait or Guantanamo Bay,

Cuba, in the past decade.
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/173625/rainbow-division-veterans-gather-commemoratemilestones

