107th Airlift Wing
New York Air National Guard wing gets new commander
SF Chronicle: January24, 2015

A veteran of the Iraq War and Gulf War is set to assume command of the New York Air
National Guard's 107th Airlift Wing in Niagara Falls.
http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/New-York-Air-National-Guard-wing-gets-new6037331.php

New York Air National Guard wing gets new commander
Air Force Times: January 24, 2015

A veteran of the Iraq War and Gulf War is set to assume command of the New York Air
National Guard's 107th Airlift Wing in Niagara Falls.
A change of command ceremony is scheduled at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station for
Saturday afternoon.
Col. Robert Kilgore will take over the 600-member wing from Col. John Higgins, who has
been at the base about a year.
The 48-year-old Kilgore has been with the 107th Airlift Wing since 1997 and is a command
pilot.
http://www.airforcetimes.com/story/military/guard-reserve/2015/01/24/robert-kilgore-newyork-air-national-guard/22272345/

New commander takes over at NF airbase
2 WGRZ: January 24, 2014

There's a new commander in charge of the Air National Guard unit at the Niagara Falls Air
Reserve Station that is undergoing significant changes.
Colonel Robert Kilgore is now leading the 107th Airlift Wing, which has given up the
mission of flying C-130 cargo planes for a new mission. Soon the unit will be operating
unmanned aircraft, or drones, like the MQ-9 Reaper.
The unit was threatened with extinction by the Pentagon in past years but was able to find
new life with the drone mission.

"We seem to always have a bit of a bullseye on our back around here and we're trying to
avoid that," said Colonel Robert Kilgore, new commander of the 107th. "With our new
mission and the MQP remotely piloted aircraft, I think we're here to stay. I don't think that's
going to be a factor anymore. Local politicians and local groups have done a great deal to
help us stay here. And with this new mission that's going to happen. We're at the leading edge
of technology right now."
The 107th has cut some personnel with the shift away from cargo planes, but there are hopes
of bringing in some new personnel with the new mission. There will also be $10 million
worth of new construction associated with the drone mission.
http://www.wgrz.com/story/news/local/niagara-county/2015/01/24/new-commander-takesover-at-nf-airbase/22293619/#rpctoken=430403897&forcesecure=1

Joint Force Headquarters
Cuomo: downstaters prepare for possibly no power, travel
Times Union: January 25, 2015

Gov. Andrew Cuomo sent out a lengthy release Sunday urging downstaters to prepare for a
predicted blizzard Monday into Tuesday, saying public transit might be shut down and power
could be out due to heavy snow and high winds.
"With a major winter storm approaching the state, I urge New Yorkers to take all necessary
precautions and make preparations for the possibility that commutes will be disrupted on
Monday and Tuesday," Cuomo said in the release. "I have directed all State agencies to
prepare for the snow storm and have equipment and resources in areas forecasted to be hit the
hardest. We will continue to monitor the storm's path as it approaches New York, and I urge
people to pay attention to changing weather advisories as they prepare for the snow."
The National Weather Service has issued a blizzard watch for the metro New York City area
Monday into Tuesday, with one to two feet of snow expected and wind gusts possibly hitting
33 mph. The Capital Region is expected to get up to 14 inches of snow.
The State Emergency Operations Center in Albany will be staffed beginning Monday at noon,
and staff will be on hand at State Emergency Operations Centers in Hawthorne and
Hauppauge, the release said. The National Guard will have more than six dozen personnel
and 20 vehicles stationed throughout the region beginning Monday morning for 24 hours.
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Cuomo-prepare-for-possibly-no-power-travel6039099.php

Guard Soldiers, Airmen respond to Northeast snowstorm
Army.mil: January 26, 2015

As blizzard warnings were being issued for the Northeast, the New York National Guard put
260 Soldiers and Airmen on duty to assist in New York's response to the storm, Jan. 26.
Army and Air National Guard units on Long Island, in New York City, and in the Hudson
Valley were ordered to mobilize their initial response forces. Meanwhile the 204th Engineer
Battalion -- headquartered in Binghamton with elements in the Hudson Valley and New
York's Southern Tier counties -- was directed to send snow-moving equipment and personnel
to Long island.
Initial response forces were stood up at:
-- F.S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base at Westhampton Beach on Long Island;
-- Farmingdale Armed Forces Reserve Center at Farmingdale on Long Island;
-- The Manor Road Armory complex on Staten Island;
-- The Camp Smith Training Site at Peekskill in the Hudson Valley;
Stewart Air National Guard Base at Newburgh in the Hudson Valley was also prepared.
Each initial response force consists of 20 Soldiers and Airmen with five Humvees. The teams
are prepared for 24-hour operations so 10 personnel will be on duty with each response force
around the clock.
Response forces can conduct traffic control in support of local police agencies or move
critical personnel and supplies as required.
An additional 25 vehicles and 50 personnel have been assigned to support fire department
emergency medical service locations in Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten
Island. These military vehicles are on call to help move people and equipment as required by
civilian first responders.
The 204th Engineer Company dispatched four front-end loaders, 10 dump trucks, and seven
small skid steer front-end loaders, along with operators, to the Armed Forces Reserve Center
in Farmingdale. The Soldiers and equipment will be on call if needed to assist in clearing
snow.
Seventeen of the Soldiers came from the 152nd Engineer Company in Buffalo. In November,
the company's Soldiers were among the first New York National Guard units to respond to a
massive lake-effect storm which hit Erie County on Nov. 19, 2014.
The New York National Guard stood up its Joint Operation Center in Latham to coordinate
the response, while dispatching liaison officers to New York City's Office of Emergency
Management and county and regional emergency management centers in Nassau and Suffolk
County on Long Island and in the Hudson Valley.

The New York National Guard's Joint Task Force Empire Shield, a security augmentation
force operating at transportation hubs in New York City, remains on duty at LaGuardia
Airport, JFK International Airport, Pennsylvania Station, Grand Central Station and the Port
Authority Trans-Hudson, or PATH, terminal.
Each of the five mobilized initial response forces consists of 20 personnel and five Humvees.
They were directed to be prepared for 24-hour operations, so 10 Soldiers and Airmen will be
on duty around the clock.
National Guard personnel were poised Monday in Northeast states to assist local authorities
during an expected massive snowfall, one described by the National Weather Service as a
storm of "historic" proportions.
In Connecticut, 250 personnel were expected to be on duty by Monday night, providing
highway assistance. Connecticut Gov. Dannel P. Malloy ordered a travel ban on state
highways in response to the expected winter storm. That ban began at 9 p.m. EST.
"Although storms can be unpredictable, this storm has the potential to have a significant
impact on the state and we need to be prepared," Malloy said. "Just as the state is monitoring
and preparing, the public should do the same."
In Massachusetts, Gov. Charlie Baker activated 500 National Guard troops to assist stormrelated operations. Baker said during a news conference that Soldiers will help with removing
tree limbs, aiding stranded drivers and other services. "I am hoping they will not be dealing
with a lot of stranded drivers," Baker said.
Contributing: Steve Marshall of the National Guard Bureau
http://www.army.mil/article/141700/Guard_Soldiers__Airmen_respond_to_Northeast_snowst
orm/

Winter Storm Juno: New York shutdown as a monster snow storm disrupts
millions across US
ABC: January 27, 2015

Tens of millions of Americans along the northeast coast buckled down for another day of a
monstrous snowstorm that has shut down New York and other major cities.
As dawn approached, the accumulation seemed lighter than originally forecast in some areas,
news media said.
More than 30 centimeters of snow fell across the northeast of the US, falling short of the
massive predicted snowfall.

But the snow was still coming down steadily and the storm was forecast to last well into the
day.
Thousands of flights were cancelled for Monday and Tuesday, and authorities ordered drivers
off the streets in New York and Boston. Public transport closed early, and until further notice.
In a rarity, the shows did not go on Monday night on Broadway, nor did NBA games. Streets
were blanketed in white and largely deserted.
States of emergency were declared in seven states.
Forecasters had warned the snow could reach historic proportions, dumping up to a meter of
snow in some areas.
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio said it would "most likely be one of the largest blizzards in
the history of New York City."
And in Suffolk County, Massachusetts, which includes Boston, as of the early hours of
Tuesday the accumulation was just six centimeters.
More than 7,100 flights were cancelled on Monday and Tuesday.
Manhattan was abandoned by panicked commuters rushing home early, leaving behind eerily
quiet snowy streets.
On Monday night New York shut its transit system at 11:00pm (local time), made nonemergency road travel a criminal offense in 13 counties and closed tunnels and bridges
connecting Manhattan to New Jersey.
"It could be a matter of life and death, and that's not being overly dramatic, so caution is
required," New York state Governor Andrew Cuomo warned.
In the middle of the night CNN broadcast footage of New York's Times Square empty but for
snow plows and the odd pedestrian. Up and down the city's broad avenues, traffic lights were
red, one after another.
In New York City, the subway last closed for Hurricane Sandy in 2012, which killed more
than 200 people and caused months-long power cuts.
With New England expected to be the worst affected by the "nor-easter," public transit was
also shut in Boston, as authorities implored residents used to winter storms to stay off the
roads.
"Whiteout conditions and treacherous roads will make driving anywhere extremely
dangerous," Massachusetts governor Charlie Baker said as he declared a state of emergency at
midday.

"I can't stress this part enough, please stay off the roads."
States of emergency were declared in states across the affected region as residents rushed to
supermarkets to stockpile food.
National Guard called to New York
"I have nothing to eat, I need some food. Who knows if tomorrow I'm going to leave my
house," said boutique worker Rosa Ramirez, queuing outside an upmarket Whole Foods store
in Manhattan.
"What I do not know is how long I'll have to wait," she said, as snow and icy wind gusted
through the queue of shoppers.
The snow was combined with winds of up to 112 kilometres an hour.
As well as blizzard warnings, flood warnings are also in effect, with officials fearing power
outages and falling trees.
Mr Cuomo called out several hundred National Guard for New York and Long Island, which
juts out into the Atlantic.
Those caught out on the roads after the cut-off point would be liable for fines, he said.
Officials said virtually all flights at New York's LaGuardia airport would be cancelled
Tuesday and that John F. Kennedy International Airport would also see significant
cancellations.
Boston's Logan international airport will see no flights from Monday evening until
Wednesday afternoon.
Weather reports indicated snowfall would likely fall short, however, of the city's record 68
centimeters following a 16-hour storm in February 2006.
Schools will be closed on Tuesday and scheduled examinations cancelled.
The United Nations closed its headquarters early and was to remain shut, forcing the
cancellation on Tuesday of an important event to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the
Holocaust.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-27/usa-monster-snow-storm/6050282

New York dodges worst of blizzard; troops on hand if needed
National Guard: January 27, 2015

The New York National Guard had about 450 Airmen and Soldiers on duty this morning as
New York City, Long Island and the lower Hudson Valley entered the second day of a threeday weather event dubbed Winter Storm Juno by The Weather Channel.
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo called out the National Guard troops as part of a
coordinated New York State response to a blizzard hitting parts of the northeast today.
The governor declared a state of emergency on Monday, Jan. 26 and banned travel on major
roadways Monday night. The New York City and regional transit systems were also shut
down.
"With forecasts showing a potentially historic blizzard for Long Island, New York City, and
parts of the Hudson Valley, we are preparing for the worst and I urge all New Yorkers to do
the same – take this storm seriously and put safety first," the governor said on Monday.
States of emergency were also declared in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island as of this morning.
This morning, conditions in New York City and Hudson Valley were better than expected,
Cuomo said during a morning news conference. The travel bans put in place Monday night
were lifted in much of the region.
However, snow conditions on eastern Long Island were considerably heavier, and people
should still avoid unnecessary travel, the governor cautioned.
In New York City, 50 National Guard Soldiers positioned 25 Humvees at fire stations across
the five boroughs of the city in order to support emergency medical technicians. The National
Guard Soldiers are there to drive EMTs to locations on roads which may become impassable
due to high snow accumulations.
Six high-axle trucks were also available to the New York City Fire Department to move
patients for short distances on snow-clogged side streets if ambulances could not get down the
streets.
On Long Island and in the Hudson Valley, New York National Guard Soldiers and Airmen
were on hand to provide mobility for New York State Troopers if necessary.
Engineer equipment was moved into the region from 204th Engineer Battalion units in
Kingston, Binghamton, Horseheads, and Buffalo. Soldiers from the 152nd Engineer Company
in Buffalo, who were the first National Guard responders when Erie County was pounded
with seven-foot lake effect snows in November, 2014, were dispatched to the Hudson Valley
to assist downstate New Yorkers.
National Guard tractor trailers were on hand on Long Island to assist in moving state
emergency supplies if requested.

A total of 97 pieces of equipment, to include 75 high-axle trucks and Humvees were
dedicated to the National Guard response mission. Twelve dump trucks, four front-end
loaders, and seven small skid-steer loaders were also assigned to provide support if necessary.
At F.S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton, para-rescue Airmen assigned to
the New York Air National Guard's 106th Rescue Wing prepared snowmobiles for use if
necessary.
Army National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and Air National Guard HH-60 Pave
Hawk rescue helicopters were also ready to be used for missions if required.
Guard members in other affected states were prepared to assist as needed. About 1300
Soldiers and Airmen were on duty in New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania,
New Hampshire, Maine and Rhode Island, according to figures from the National Guard
Bureau.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/13058/new-york-dodgesworst-of-blizzard-troops-on-hand-if-needed.aspx

Guardsmen Remain Ready as New York Dodges Worst of Storm
DoD News: January 27, 2015

The New York National Guard had 394 soldiers on duty this morning as New York City,
Long Island and the lower Hudson Valley entered the second day of a three-day weather
event.
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo called out the National Guard troops as part of a
coordinated New York State response. He declared a state of emergency yesterday and
banned travel on major roadways last night. New York City and regional transit systems also
were shut down.
“With forecasts showing a potentially historic blizzard for Long Island, New York City, and
parts of the Hudson Valley, we are preparing for the worst and I urge all New Yorkers to do
the same -- take this storm seriously and put safety first,” the governor said yesterday.
States of emergency also were declared in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island as of this morning.
This morning, conditions in New York City and the Hudson Valley were better than expected,
Cuomo said during a news conference. The travel bans put in place Monday night were lifted
in much of the region. However, snow conditions on eastern Long Island were considerably
heavier, he added, cautioning state residents to continue avoiding unnecessary travel.
Humvees Positioned at Fire Stations

Fifty National Guard soldiers positioned 25 Humvees at fire stations across New York City’s
five boroughs to support emergency medical technicians. The National Guard soldiers are
there to drive EMTs to locations on roads that may become otherwise impassable due to high
snow accumulations. Six high-axle trucks also were available to the New York City Fire
Department to move patients for short distances on snow-clogged side streets if ambulances
cannot get down the streets.
On Long Island and in the Hudson Valley, New York National Guard soldiers and airmen
were on hand to provide mobility for New York State Police if necessary.
Engineer equipment was moved into the region from 204th Engineer Battalion units in
Kingston, Binghamton, Horseheads, and Buffalo. Soldiers from the 152nd Engineer Company
in Buffalo, who were the first National Guard responders when Erie County was pounded
with seven-foot lake-effect snows in November, were dispatched to the Hudson Valley to
assist downstate New Yorkers.
Tractor-trailers on Hand
National Guard tractor-trailers were on hand on Long Island to assist in moving state
emergency supplies if requested.
Some 97 pieces of equipment, including 75 high-axle trucks and Humvees, were dedicated to
the National Guard response mission. Twelve dump trucks, four front-end loaders and seven
small skid-steer loaders also were assigned to provide support if necessary.
At F.S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton, pararescue airmen assigned to
the New York Air National Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing prepared snowmobiles for use if
they’re needed. Army National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and Air National
Guard HH-60 Pave Hawk rescue helicopters also were ready.
Guard members in other affected states were prepared to assist as needed. Twenty soldiers are
available in Connecticut and 150 in Pennsylvania, National Guard Bureau officials said.
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=128046

New York Dodges Super Storm Blizzard
Net News Ledger: January 27, 2015

The New York National Guard had 394 soldiers on duty this morning as New York City,
Long Island and the lower Hudson Valley entered the second day of a three-day weather
event.
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo called out the National Guard troops as part of a
coordinated New York State response. He declared a state of emergency yesterday and

banned travel on major roadways last night. New York City and regional transit systems also
were shut down.
“With forecasts showing a potentially historic blizzard for Long Island, New York City, and
parts of the Hudson Valley, we are preparing for the worst and I urge all New Yorkers to do
the same — take this storm seriously and put safety first,” the governor said yesterday.
States of emergency also were declared in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island as of this morning.
This morning, conditions in New York City and the Hudson Valley were better than expected,
Cuomo said during a news conference. The travel bans put in place Monday night were lifted
in much of the region. However, snow conditions on eastern Long Island were considerably
heavier, he added, cautioning state residents to continue avoiding unnecessary travel.
Humvees Positioned at Fire Stations
Fifty National Guard soldiers positioned 25 Humvees at fire stations across New York City’s
five boroughs to support emergency medical technicians. The National Guard soldiers are
there to drive EMTs to locations on roads that may become otherwise impassable due to high
snow accumulations. Six high-axle trucks also were available to the New York City Fire
Department to move patients for short distances on snow-clogged side streets if ambulances
cannot get down the streets.
On Long Island and in the Hudson Valley, New York National Guard soldiers and airmen
were on hand to provide mobility for New York State Police if necessary.
Engineer equipment was moved into the region from 204th Engineer Battalion units in
Kingston, Binghamton, Horseheads, and Buffalo. Soldiers from the 152nd Engineer Company
in Buffalo, who were the first National Guard responders when Erie County was pounded
with seven-foot lake-effect snows in November, were dispatched to the Hudson Valley to
assist downstate New Yorkers.
Tractor-trailers on Hand
National Guard tractor-trailers were on hand on Long Island to assist in moving state
emergency supplies if requested.
Some 97 pieces of equipment, including 75 high-axle trucks and Humvees, were dedicated to
the National Guard response mission. Twelve dump trucks, four front-end loaders and seven
small skid-steer loaders also were assigned to provide support if necessary.
At F.S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton, pararescue airmen assigned to
the New York Air National Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing prepared snowmobiles for use if
they’re needed. Army National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and Air National
Guard HH-60 Pave Hawk rescue helicopters also were ready.

Guard members in other affected states were prepared to assist as needed. Twenty soldiers are
available in Connecticut and 150 in Pennsylvania, National Guard Bureau officials said.
http://www.netnewsledger.com/2015/01/27/new-york-dodges-super-storm-blizzard/

New York Begins Drawing Down Troops Mobilized for Blizzard
DoD News: January 27, 2015

With less snowfall than expected from the three-day snow event dubbed Winter Storm Juno
by the Weather Channel, the New York National Guard today began releasing from duty
some of the approximately 400 soldiers and airmen who had been mobilized.
Soldiers and airmen who had been providing mobility support to the New York City Fire
Department and New York State Police in the Hudson Valley were stood down as those
missions completed. New York National Guard leaders expected that only about 150 soldiers
would remain “on mission” at the end of the day.
On Long Island, though, heavy snowfall kept airmen of the 106th Rescue Wing busy
providing Humvee support to police agencies in Suffolk County.
Engineer soldiers assigned to the 204th Engineer Brigade, who moved into the region from
armories in Binghamton, Kingston, Horseheads and Buffalo, remained on call at the
Farmingdale Armed Forces Reserve Center, with front-end loaders, dump truck, and small
skid-steer loaders to assist in snow removal.
“The focus now is to begin getting everybody home safely,” said Air National Guard Col.
Steve Fukino, the director of domestic operations for the New York National Guard.
State of Emergency Declared
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo called out the National Guard troops yesterday, as part of
a coordinated New York State response to a blizzard expected to hit the Northeast.
Weather forecasters had been predicting record high levels of snow for New York City and
the Hudson Valley.
The governor declared a state of emergency yesterday and banned travel on major roadways.
The New York City and regional transit systems also were shut down.
States of emergency were also declared in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island as of this morning.
Today, conditions in New York City and Hudson Valley were better than expected, Cuomo
said during a morning news conference. The travel bans put in place Monday night were
lifted in much of the region.

However, snow conditions on eastern Long Island were considerably heavier, and people
should still avoid unnecessary travel, the governor cautioned.
Nearly 100 Guard Vehicles on Hand
In New York City, 50 National Guard Soldiers positioned 25 Humvees at fire stations across
the five boroughs of the city in order to support emergency medical technicians. The National
Guard Soldiers are there to drive EMTs to locations on roads which may become impassable
due to high snow accumulations.
Six high-axle trucks were also available to the New York City Fire Department to move
patients for short distances on snow-clogged side streets if ambulances could not get down the
streets.
On Long Island and in the Hudson Valley, New York National Guard soldiers and airmen
were on hand to provide mobility for New York state troopers if necessary.
Engineer equipment was moved into the region from 204th Engineer Battalion units in
Kingston, Binghamton, Horseheads, and Buffalo. Soldiers from the 152nd Engineer Company
in Buffalo, who were the first National Guard responders when Erie County was pounded
with seven-foot lake effect snows in November, 2014, were dispatched to the Hudson Valley
to assist downstate New Yorkers.
National Guard tractor trailers were on hand on Long Island to assist in moving state
emergency supplies if requested.
A total of 97 pieces of equipment, to include 75 high-axle trucks and Humvees were
dedicated to the National Guard response mission. Four front-end loaders, seven small skidsteer loaders and 12 dump trucks were also assigned to provide support if necessary.
At F.S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton, para-rescue airmen assigned to
the New York Air National Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing prepared snowmobiles for use if
necessary.
Army National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and Air National Guard HH-60 Pave
Hawk rescue helicopters were also ready on standby.
Guard members in other affected states were prepared to assist as needed. About 1,300
soldiers and airmen were on duty in New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Pennsylvania,
New Hampshire, Maine and Rhode Island, according to figures from the National Guard
Bureau.
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=128050

NY to Help Suffolk Clean Up After Blizzard

Long Island Press: January 27, 2015:

Reinforcements are on their way.
New York State is sending 500 pieces of snow-fighting equipment and 100 National Guard
members to Suffolk County to assist clean up efforts after a blizzard dumped upwards of two
feet of snow on the county, mostly on the East End, Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced
Tuesday afternoon.
I am so proud to be a New Yorker. When there is a New Yorker in need, there is no group of
people who come together like the family of NY.
I want to thank people for staying off the roads so plows and emergency workers can do their
job. #blizzardof2015
In the days leading up to the storm, forecasters predicted up to 36 inches of snow would fall,
leading to travel bans, suspension of Long Island Rail Road service and mass airline
cancellations. New York City and other areas were spared, but not Suffolk County.
The East End was especially hit hard, with the Hampton Bays, Orient, and Mattituck forced to
dig out of more than two feet of snow. Snowfall accumulation ranged from a foot to nearly 30
inches in Suffolk, according to the National Weather Service.
“Communities east of the William Floyd Parkway, especially Riverhead and Southampton,
have received the most snow, and some areas are still projected to get 20 to 30 inches of snow
accumulation,” Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone said on his Facebook page.
Although the state lifted a travel ban earlier in the day, Bellone urged drivers to remain off the
roads.
Post by Suffolk County Executive Steven Bellone.
A blizzard warning remains in effect for Suffolk until midnight.
Snow is expected to continue through the afternoon, with up to 3 inches falling during that
time.
Strong wind gusts—potentially up to 40 mph—could lead to periods of blowing snow,
forecasters said. Temperatures will remain below freezing.
“Falling and blowing snow with strong winds and poor visibilities will lead to whiteout
conditions…making travel extremely dangerous,” the National Weather Service said in its
most recent update.
http://www.longislandpress.com/2015/01/27/ny-to-help-suffolk-clean-up-after-blizzard/

Suffolk County Digging Out From Storm That Dumped 2 Feet Of Snow
CBS New York: January 28, 2015

The digout continues on Long Island after a winter storm dumped 2 feet of snow in Suffolk
County.
Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone said towns and villages are doing their best to get
side streets “up and running” in the aftermath of the blizzard.
He said there is no question that the east end of Long Island was the hardest hit by the storm,
WCBS 880’s Sophia Hall reported.
Bellone said plow operators and emergency responders have been praising the “very
effective” decision to close the roads to the public during the height of the storm.
“You can’t underestimate how important that is to the snow plow operators and other
emergency responders in effectively dealing with the storm,” he said.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Tuesday that about 500 pieces of equipment, including plows,
dump trucks and front-end loaders, were on their way to Suffolk County from New York City
and the mid-Hudson Valley.
The National Guard also is bringing special snow-clearing equipment to Suffolk.
“It takes days to clean up and that’s why we’re really looking at those state assets Gov.
Cuomo has delivered and figuring out how we can make sure that they’re in the proper
location, giving them everything that they need,” Bellone said.
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2015/01/28/suffolk-county-digging-out-from-storm-thatdumped-2-feet-of-snow/

Post-blizzard, Airmen and Soldiers Packing Up in Northeast
Ameriforce.net: January 28, 2015

About 390 New York Army National Guard Soldiers and Airmen called out as part of New
York state’s response to the snow event dubbed Winter Storm Juno by the Weather Channel
were heading back to their home stations this morning as the sun began to shine again.
Engineer Soldiers from the 204th Engineer Battalion, who had moved to Farmingdale, Long
Island, from armories in Buffalo, Horseheads, and Binghamton had the longest distance to go.
About 100 engineers along with front-end loaders and dump trucks were dispatched to Long
Island to provide assistance to Suffolk County governments conducting snow removal if
necessary.

Once the Soldiers return to their home stations they will remain on duty for a couple of days
in order to conduct maintenance on their vehicles, said Col. Steve Fukino, the director of
domestic operations for the New York National Guard.
New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo called out the National Guard troops on Monday
morning, as part of a coordinated New York State response to the Northeast blizzard which
was predicted to hit New York City and the Hudson Valley hard.
Based on those forecasts the governor declared a state of emergency and banned travel on
major roadways Monday night. The New York City and regional transit systems also were
shut down.
Conditions were better than expected on Tuesday morning and New York National Guard
troops began winding down their missions.
In New York City, National Guard Soldiers positioned 25 Humvees and six high-axle trucks
at fire stations across the five boroughs of the city in order to support emergency medical
technicians. The National Guard Soldiers were there to drive EMTs to locations on roads
which may become impassable due to high snow accumulations.
On Long Island and in the Hudson Valley, New York National Guard Soldiers and Airmen
provided mobility support with humvees to the New York State Police and local police
agencies.
National Guard tractor trailers were on hand on Long Island to assist in moving state
emergency supplies if requested.
A total of 97 pieces of equipment, to include 75 high-axle trucks and Humvees, were
dedicated to the National Guard response mission. Four front-end loaders, seven small skidsteer loaders and 12 dump trucks were also assigned to provide support if necessary.
At F.S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton, para-rescue airmen assigned to
the New York Air National Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing prepared snowmobiles for use if
necessary.
Army National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters and Air National Guard HH-60 Pave
Hawk rescue helicopters were also ready on standby.
According to figures from the National Guard Bureau, about 1100 Soldiers and Airmen were
assisting in the aftermath of the storm in Northeast states. Pennsylvania troops will be
demobilizing but some were assisting with snow removal. In Connecticut, which had about
400 personnel called up, some were removing snow and clearing routes and assisting with
power generation, the NGB said. Rhode Island’s 43rd Air Wing relocated four aircraft to
Charleston, S.C. Some troops there were helping with snow removal and traffic control.

Massachusetts Soldiers rescued a few people from high water in Scituate, a seacoast town
midway between Boston and Plymouth, according to news reports. “There was nothing life
threatening in this particular situation,” said Spc. Jian Barcelo, who rescued Erin Masyczek.
“I didn’t save her life, but she was in a dangerous situation and we were able to make her life
a little easier,” he told NBC News.
http://www.ameriforce.net/blog/military-news-post-blizzard-national-guard-airmen-andsoldiers-packing-up-in-northeast-012815

Politically driven hysteria over the New York City snowstorm that wasn?t
WSWS.org: January 29, 2015

Tens of millions of people in America’s largest metropolitan area this week were subjected to
dire warnings of a “historic snowstorm,” declarations of states of emergency and the virtual
lockdown of New York City’s eight million residents for a doomsday event that turned out to
be a dusting of a few inches of snow.
State and local authorities—including Mayor Bill de Blasio, New York Governor Andrew
Cuomo and New Jersey Governor Chris Christie—defended themselves Tuesday and
Wednesday over accusations of fear mongering, insisting that it was better to be safe than
sorry. But their statements and actions in the hours before the storm cannot be interpreted so
benignly.
The authorities and the news media created an atmosphere of impending catastrophe,
triggering a run on supermarkets and gas stations for food, fuel and emergency supplies.
Having done their best to shock and disorient the public, they then issued a series of
“emergency” measures and “public safety” orders, including halting public transit and all
automobile traffic under the threat of fines or even arrest.
The National Guard was also deployed in New York State for “storm response.”
The response of the authorities follows an all too familiar pattern in “post 9/11 America.”
There is a deliberate effort to keep the American people in a constant state of fear—over
terrorism and “national security threats,” and warnings about outbreaks of Ebola and other
diseases. Real or exaggerated threats are utilized to declare states of emergency, suspend
democratic norms and condition the population for armed troops on the streets.
The national news media—centered in New York City—takes up a large portion of its daily
reporting with coverage of floods, mudslides, earthquakes, tornadoes and lightning strikes.
This sensationalist storm chasing is in lieu of any serious analysis of world events and helps
conceal how the decisions made by the ruling elite each day imperil the world’s people.

Then, with the utmost hypocrisy, the same politicians responsible for these antisocial
policies—whether Cuomo, de Blasio, Christie or Obama—turn around and posture as
defenders of “public safety.”
According to media reports, state and local authorities had access to three major forecast
models: the NAM (North American Mesoscale), the GFS (Global Forecast System), and the
ECMWF (European Center for Medium Range Weather Forecasting). “In this case,” CNN
reported, “the NAM and the ECMWF both showed 2 feet of snow or more for New York
City, while the GFS (which has just been upgraded this winter) showed a more conservative 6
to 12 inches.”
The authorities and the media chose to present the worst-case scenario to the public. On
Sunday—a day before the predicted snowfall—the mayor declared. “This will most likely be
one of the largest blizzards in New York City history. It is not business as usual.”
Before any snow began to fall, the governors of New York, New Jersey and Connecticut then
declared states of emergency and imposed travel bans affecting tens of millions of residents.
“This blizzard is forecasted to be one of the worst this region has seen, and we must put safety
first and take all the necessary precautions,” Governor Cuomo said in a statement.
“Commuters and drivers need to get home before the storm completely cripples our transit
networks and roads.”
By 6 p.m. Monday night, Cuomo ordered the shutdown of all transportation, saying only
emergency vehicles would be allowed on the streets of New York City—and roads in 13 state
counties—as of 11 p.m. “If you violate this state order,” he said, “it’s a possible
misdemeanor; it’s fines up to $300.” The governor also activated the New York National
Guard, which dispatched 260 soldiers and airmen.
As the storm approached, the chairman of the Metropolitan Transit Authority, Thomas
Prendergast, said there would be no reason to close the subway system, which is largely
underground and protected from the snow, because “We’d be able to run trains.”
By 11 p.m., however, even as it was becoming apparent that the worst snowfall was well to
the east and north of New York City, Cuomo, apparently without consulting with Mayor de
Blasio or the New York City transit command center, went ahead and shut down the subway
system, the only remaining transportation in the city. This was the first time trains were halted
because of snow in the 110-year history of the system, which serves more than four million
commuters each day.
As it turned out, the subway system actually continued to run in order to keep the tracks clear,
just without passengers.
“The closure will strand people and put lives at risk, not because the subways can’t run, but
because Cuomo wants to look good,” a “transit insider” told the Atlantic. “I think it’s a
horrible, purely political decision, not based on anything that’s needed. It seemed like cutting
out a necessary lifeline unnecessarily.”

With no bus service, taxis or cars running, the subway shutdown left late-shift workers
trapped with no way to get home, forcing many to spend the night at their workplaces or
anywhere else they could find to sleep.
The following day, millions of New Yorkers woke up to a rather pleasant winter morning—
with a few inches, not feet, of snow on the ground. While the travel ban was lifted at 8:00
a.m. Tuesday, rail and subway service was running only on a limited basis and the streets
remained largely deserted.
Schools did not reopen until Wednesday, when city and state workers also returned to work
contemplating the loss of a day’s pay in one of most expensive places to live in the world.
On Tuesday, Mayor de Blasio defended the actions of the state, saying, “We are going to be
very forceful in our messages to people when we sense danger.”
One factor that no doubt contributed to the hysterical response of de Blasio and the rest of the
political establishment is concern over the eruption of social and class tensions in the
financial center of American capitalism and one of the most unequal cities in the world. Every
natural disaster uncovers the deep class chasm in America.
After Hurricane Sandy in 2012, the city’s then-mayor, billionaire Michael Bloomberg and the
utility giants made sure electricity was quickly restored to the New York Stock Exchange and
the luxury high-rise apartments in Manhattan, while working-class and poor residents of the
city were abandoned without water and electricity.
Aside from these considerations, the ruling class saw in the storm an opportunity to promote
an atmosphere of hysteria and create new precedents for extraordinary state actions. Fearful
of the eruption of popular opposition over the immense levels of social inequality and the
retrograde policies of both big-business parties, the response of the political establishment to
every potential disruption of the continued accumulation of wealth by the super-rich, even
uncertain prospects of a heavy snowfall, is police state measures: lockdowns, shelter-in-place
orders, etc.
This week in New York City, we saw the methods of the “war on terror” deployed to fight
snowflakes falling from the sky.
http://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2015/01/29/snow-j29.html

EDITORIAL: Weathering the storm is what we do
Niagara Gazette: January 29, 2015

One of the most viewed and talked about pieces of television news video to come out of the
blizzard of 2015 that struck the Boston area this week shows a hardy man in a suit from East
Aurora as he’s trudging through the snow and wind on his way to work.

An approaching reporter, seemingly stunned by the sight of a guy in a business suit braving
frigid temperatures and wintry conditions, asks somewhat incredulously why he ventured out
when so many others were at home, inside, staying warm.
Without missing a beat, East Aurora native Shawn Mascia said wistfully, “Hey, I’m from
Buffalo. I’m used to this.”
Western New Yorkers, including those living right here in Niagara County, have become
accustomed to the worst the winter season has to offer. In the middle of the season where
near-zero and sub-zero temperatures fill most days and inches to feet of snow fall on a
consistent basis, it’s sometimes important to remind ourselves that for all failings, this
community has developed a knack for dealing with weather conditions others may not feel
quite so comfortable with.
Perhaps more importantly, our community has become well versed in the preferred methods
for dealing with blizzard-like conditions and cleanup efforts required following heavy
snowfalls.
As forecasters offered dire predictions about the pending snow accumulations and weather
conditions in New York City, Boston and along the northeastern coast, area responders like
National Grid, the Buffalo-Niagara region’s branch of the New York State Department of
Transportation and the 152nd Engineer Company of the New York National Guard from the
Connecticut Street Armory in Buffalo were preparing to head down to the Hudson Valley,
New York City and Long Island areas.
The storm — at least in the New York City area — turned out to be less dramatic than
forecasters originally predicted, prompting at least the crews from National Grid to be called
off the job.
Still, the request for assistance shows the quality of snow-response resources that are
available in the Buffalo-Niagara region.
It’s easy sometimes, as local residents deal with power outages or unplowed streets in the
midst of a storm, to criticize the likes of National Grid or local departments of public works
for being lax on the job.
In our area, where communities routinely deal with snow in terms of feet, not inches, it’s
important to remember just how difficult their work can be depending upon conditions
outdoors.
It speaks volumes to know downstate communities call on snow-response crews from this
region, further reinforcing Mascia’s statement and letting the rest of the world know that
when it comes to wind and snow and blizzards and the like — yes, we can handle it.
http://www.niagara-gazette.com/opinion/editorial-weathering-the-storm-is-what-wedo/article_1bafeaff-57c6-5354-9622-2d7995f0f62b.html

New York national Guard Puts 394 Soldiers on duty during a massive
snowstorm
Soldiers Radio News: January 29, 2015

The New York National Guard puts 394 Soldiers on duty during a massive snow storm, Lt.
Gen. Charles T. Cleveland, commander of U.S. Army Special Operations Command
discusses the future of special operations. (LINK TO AUDIO STORY BELOW)
http://www.dvidshub.net/audio/39957/soldiers-radio-news

New York City mayor warns: 'Don't underestimate this storm'
CNN: January 26, 2015

This is no ordinary snow storm, weather experts say.
The National Weather Service is using terms such as "life-threatening" and "historic" to
describe the system ready to spread across the Northeast.
The storm could dump up to 3 feet of snow in Boston and New York before it ends Tuesday,
along with freezing rain and strong wind gusts possibly reaching hurricane level.
Blizzard and winter storm warnings are up from New Jersey through Maine and into Canada.
Airlines began canceling flights by the hundreds. FlightAware, a travel website, put the total
at more than 1,800 early Monday
"We plan to cancel all flights Tuesday at Newark, LaGuardia and JFK, as well as Boston and
Philadelphia," said United Airlines Spokeswoman Mary Ryan.
Other airlines were implementing similar measures.
Check first if you're flying into or out of the region.
"I want everyone to understand that we are facing -- most likely -- one of the largest
snowstorms in the history of this city," said New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio.
He repeated throughout a Sunday afternoon news conference that people should expect
delays, very slow or stalled commutes Monday evening. Whatever people do to be cautious,
he said, do more.
"My message to all New Yorkers is prepare for something worse than we have seen before.
Prepare to be safe. Take every precaution. Now is the time to get ready for this extreme
weather," he said. "Don't underestimate this storm."

The Weather Service says whiteout conditions will make travel extremely dangerous in the
entire affected area. Wind gusts in the New York City area could hit 65 mph.
The blizzard warning is in effect from 1 p.m. Monday through Tuesday, with the worst
conditions expected from late Monday evening through midday Tuesday.
In Massachusetts, emergency management officials warned that the winter storm will be
potentially "historic and destructive."
Snow in the southeastern part of Massachusetts could morph into a period of freezing rain.
And a major nor'easter is likely to develop on Monday and move up the northeast coast,
forecasters said.
Travel across Massachusetts during the storm could be impossible and life-threatening,
according to the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency. It's unclear just how much
snow might be on the way, but the National Weather Service is saying 1 to 2 feet is possible.
The Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency tweeted Sunday that the state would be
under a blizzard watch Monday.
That area's storm conditions aren't predicted to let up until Wednesday morning.
Find tips on what to do after a snow storm in #Massachusetts: http://t.co/nSzJmQskcj
#MAsnow pic.twitter.com/Eh01FEpbFF
— Mass.gov (@MassGov) January 25, 2015
Christine Carew, a sales associate in Boston, said customers have been coming into the
hardware store to grab last-minute snow supplies.
Parents and their children have popped in to buy sleds and others are picking up shovels, ice
melt and snow brushes.
"This is kind of typical," she said about Boston getting a lot of snow. "We're more prepared
for it. We know it's going to happen."
Blizzard Watch issued for RI to be in effect Mon night to Tues night due to predicted snow
accumulations of 18-24" http://t.co/v1635ezsLy
— Rhode Island EMA (@RhodeIslandEMA) January 25, 2015
There's little chance the store will be closed Monday, no matter how hard it snows. The
manager, she said, lives above the store.
Eight counties in Massachusetts are already under a winter storm watch: Berkshire, Franklin,
Hampshire, Hampden, Worcester, Barnstable, Nantucket and Dukes.

A blizzard watch is in effect for Essex, Middlesex, Suffolk, Norfolk, Bristol and Plymouth
counties. Barnstable, Nantucket and Dukes counties also face a high wind watch.
Derek and Jim Missert have lived in the Boston area for years. On Sunday they prepared to
ride out the storm by being as prepared as they usually are, with plenty of food and water on
hand. Jim Missert lives outside the city, so he expects to lose power and has a generator.
Derek Missert expects that he'll not lose electricity as he works from home in the city.
Snow day in #Boston ???????????? pic.twitter.com/nOT0405vU1
— Ann O'Neill (@AnnoCNN) January 24, 2015
There could be coastal flooding in the state starting early Tuesday with pockets of major
flooding on east-facing coastlines, the state emergency agency said.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo urged New Yorkers to prepare immediately for the storm,
saying they should plan for "major disruptions" during Monday and Tuesday morning
commutes. Roads could be closed and power could go out, he said in a news release Sunday,
and New Yorkers need to look out for downed power lines and tree limbs.
Update: NYC is now under a Blizzard Watch for Monday afternoon through Tuesday
evening, per @NWSNewYorkNY: http://t.co/AuYng7bMk5
— NYC OEM (@nycoem) January 25, 2015
Cuomo directed all state agencies to prepare. New York has at least 1,806 plows and more
than 126,000 tons of salt to spray on roads across the region. The National Guard will also
have six dozen personnel and 20 vehicles stationed throughout the state starting on Monday
morning.
The mayor of Danbury, Connecticut, Mark Boughton, recently made the news for creating the
popular Twitter hashtag "#Icezilla" when a major storm hit his area.
http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/25/us/weather-storm/

New York National Guard mobilizes 260 Soldiers and Airmen for storm
response
DVIDS: January 26, 2015

NEW YORK- As blizzard warnings were being issued for the northeast this morning, the
New York National Guard put 260 Soldiers and Airmen on duty to assist in New York’s
response to the storm at the direction of New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo.
Army and Air National Guard units on Long Island, in New York City, and in the Hudson
Valley were ordered to stand up their Initial Response Forces. Meanwhile the 204th Engineer

Battalion—headquartered in Binghamton with elements in the Hudson Valley and New
York’s Southern Tier counties-- was directed to send snow moving equipment and personnel
to Long island.
Initial response forces were stood up at:
•F.S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base at Westhampton Beach on Long Island;
•Farmingdale Armed Forces Reserve Center at Farmingdale on Long Island;
•The Manor Road Armory complex on Staten island;
•The Peekskill Armory in the Hudson Valley;
And Stewart Air National Guard Base at Newburgh in the Hudson Valley.
Each Initial Response Force consists of 20 Soldiers and Airmen with five Humvees. The
teams are prepared for 24-hour operations so 10 personnel will be on duty with each response
force around the clock.
The response forces can conduct traffic control in support of local police agencies or move
critical personnel and supplies as required.
And additional 25 vehicles and to 50 personnel have been assigned to support Fire
Department New York emergency medical service locations in Manhattan, the Bronx,
Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island. These military vehicles are on call to help move people
and equipment as required by civilian first responders.
The 204th Engineer Company dispatched four front end loaders, 10 dump trucks, and seven
small skid steer front end loaders, along with operators, to the Armed Forces Reserve Center
in Farmingdale. The Soldiers and equipment will be hand call if needed to assist in clearing
snow.
Seventeen of the Soldiers came from the 152nd Engineer Company in Buffalo. In November
the Soldiers of the 152nd were among the first New York National Guard units to respond to
a massive lake effect storm which hit Erie County on Nov. 19, 2014.
The New York National Guard stood up its Joint Operation Center in Latham to coordinate
the response, while dispatching liaison officers to New York City’s Office of Emergency
Management and county and regional emergency management centers in Nassau and Suffolk
County on Long Island and in the Hudson Valley.
The New York National Guard’s Joint Task Force Empire Shield, a security augmentation
force operating in transportation hubs in New York City remains on duty at LaGuardia
Airport and JFK International Airport and at Pennsylvania Station, Grand Central Station and
the Port Authority Trans-Hudson (PATH) terminal.

Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/152707/new-york-national-guard-mobilizes-260soldiers-and-airmen-storm-response#ixzz3Px96E4tZ

Hudson Valley Preps For Winter Storm Juno
WAMC: January 26, 2015

With up to two feet of snow predicted for the Hudson Valley, county and state personnel are
on high alert and readying their forces.
On-and-off flurries began in portions of the Hudson Valley before 9 this morning while light
snow came into view about an hour later. The message from local officials is the same. Get
home before dark and get off the roads ahead of the evening commute. Vasil Koleci with the
National Weather Service says to expect light snow today.
“The main event’s going to be overnight, starting late tonight into the day tomorrow where
we’re going to see the significant snowfall in that area, in the Hudson Valley going into the
Litchfield Hills of Connecticut,” says Koleci. “Basically, we’re looking at snows to increase
and the heaviest will be during the morning and afternoon hours tomorrow.”
He says the forecast is for about 14-18 inches in the mid-Hudson Valley and 18-24 inches
toward New York City.
“We’re looking at anywhere from 10-14 inches in the Capital region,” Koleci says. “As you
go further east into the Berkshires, you’re looking at anywhere from 14-18 inches of snow,
and south and east down towards Connecticut you’re looking at anywhere from 18-24 inches
down towards Litchfield County.”
He says snowfall expectations could shift if the storm tracks further east. Central Hudson
Spokesman John Maserjian says the forecast dry snow causes less concern than if a wet,
heavy snow were on route. However, the snow and wind could cause trees to down power
lines.
“It may be difficult for crews to address power interruptions simply because of travel
restrictions or even blocked roads because of snow drifts or downed trees,” says Maserjian.
“So we brought in additional crews from Chicago to help us out. They’re due to arrive today.
Twenty-five crews made up of 50 linemen should go a long way in assisting us should we see
widespread power outages.”
He says harder-to-access areas and those in higher terrain are of great concern.
“For this storm, we’re looking at the heaviest snowfall in the southern part of our service
territory. For us that means southern Dutchess, Putnam County, and northern Orange
County,” says Maserjian. “And while those areas are certainly not as mountainous as the
Catskills, there’s still some pretty significant hills in Putnam County. So we’re going to be

looking very carefully at coordinating our response with the municipalities and counties so
that we can gain access to those areas if we need to.”
Ned McCormack is spokesman for Westchester County. He says county commissioners were
meeting earlier today.
“We will then tonight, about 4 o’clock actually, open the EOC, which is our Emergency
Operations Center in Hawthorne. And that will be staffed overnight by key departments. And,
again, we’ll bring everyone together in one place so that we can manage this from a central
location,” says McCormack. “And then it’s kind of a little bit of wait and see. Every storm
has its own personality.”
In Orange County, the Emergency Operations Center was to be activated starting at noon.
Municipal leaders were contacted Sunday evening so that localities can begin coordinating
planning and preparation efforts with the county. Road crews and emergency responders
started mobilizing today, including the Department of Public Works’ fleet of 35 vehicles.
Orange County Emergency Services Commissioner Walter Khoury says the predicted wind
gusts Tuesday could complicate matters.
“So with the powdery snow we’re going to be getting a lot of drifting in the area,” says
Khoury. “So it’s maintaining the roadways, keeping them open will be the biggest hazard that
we foresee right now.”
Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro says he’s in touch with his counterparts in
surrounding counties and they’re all being kept up to date via calls with the National Weather
Service.
“We do expect southeast, east Dutchess County - the Pawling, Dover area - to receive the
heaviest amount of snow,” says Molinaro.
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo says the National Guard will have more than six dozen
personnel and 20 vehicles stationed throughout the region, including the National Guard’s
Peekskill location and Stewart Air National Guard Base in Orange County. Eric Durr is
spokesman for the New York State division of Military and Naval Affairs.
“So in the Hudson Valley, the New York National Guard will have what we call two
immediate response forces. These are five vehicles with at least two soldiers and airmen in
each vehicle. And these vehicles can be used for traffic control or if you need to move a
person or equipment through an area where there’s a lot of snowfall. Humvees are okay in
snow,” says Durr. “So we’ll have basically five vehicles at each location – Stewart Air
National Guard Base and the Armory in Peekskill - and we’ll have ten people on duty around
the clock. And that is the tasking for us at this time.”
State police from Troop K — covering Columbia, Dutchess, Putnam and Westchester
counties — are reminding people to use extreme caution if they must travel the region's roads
and highways Monday and Tuesday. Troopers say the storm could make travel virtually

impossible on Tuesday, and they're advising people to stay home. Cuomo says sections of the
Thruway and Interstate 84 in the Hudson Valley could be closed.
http://wamc.org/post/hudson-valley-preps-winter-storm-juno

Here's what you need to know about the blizzard of 2015
CNN: January 27, 2015

The first major snowstorm of 2015 has hit the Northeastern United States.
The National Weather Service describes the storm as a "crippling and potentially historic
blizzard" that could bring up to 3 feet of snow, heavy winds, widespread power outages and
epic travel difficulties.
Airlines canceled thousands of flights, and government officials across the Northeast urged
residents to take heed of the weather warnings and prepare for the storm.
States of emergency are in place in seven states across the region -- Massachusetts, New
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and New Hampshire.
Here's what's going on across the region:
New York
New York officials has shut down all public transportation and put a travel ban on roads in 13
counties.
"This is a serious situation. If you violate this state order, it's a possible misdemeanor; it's
fines up to $300," Gov. Andrew Cuomo said.
At the governor's request, the New York National Guard put 260 soldiers and airmen on duty
to assist in the storm's response.
New York City Public Schools will be closed Tuesday.
"The good news is the sun will come out again, we just don't know when," said Cuomo.
'Don't underestimate this storm,' mayor says
Connecticut
Connecticut Gov. Dannel Malloy has declared a state of emergency and signed an order
banning travel.
"People need to take this storm seriously," he told reporters.

As many as 120,000 households could lose power and in all likelihood could be without
power for several days, Malloy said.
All state colleges are expected to be closed Tuesday.
Massachusetts
The heaviest snow will likely fall by early Tuesday evening.
During that time, winds will gust to 50-plus mph, perhaps 70-plus along the Cape.
Massachusetts officials declared a statewide travel ban.
Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker called the situation "an historic, top-five storm" and
activated 500 National Guard troops.
Boston public schools will be closed Tuesday.
Power could be out to thousands for days, officials say.
For some, bad weather means good business
Pennsylvania
Philadelphia public schools dismissed students. The state Department of Transportation urged
motorists to postpone travel where possible.
"If you don't have to drive, don't drive," said Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf . "Safety is first.
Do what you have to do to make sure you're safe."
Opinion: How to call a snow day
Winter photography: How to capture snow like a pro
New Jersey
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie declared a state of emergency.
He said crews are standing by to staff 3,700 trucks to salt New Jersey roads and highways.
The state implemented a statewide travel ban.
"If you do not have to drive, please stay home and stay off the roads," Christie said.
New Hampshire

New Hampshire also declared a state of emergency and closed government offices for nonessential employees. Governor Maggie Hassan asked residents to stay at home for one to two
days, and check on neighbors.
The southern part of the state could receive 14 to 20 inches of snow by Tuesday night.
Rhode Island
Rhode Island is under a state of emergency as well. Gov. Gina Raimondo signed the
executive order for it. Non-essential state offices and agencies are closed and the state
emergency operations center has been activated. Snow accumulations of 15 to 25 inches are
forecast.
http://www.cnn.com/2015/01/26/us/winter-storm-timeline/

Plows, Army Troops from WNY Heading to NYC
WGRZ: January 26, 2015

Cleanup and emergency crews from all over the state are being told to quickly get to the NYC
area.
"This is a massive undertaking," Charlie Morgante, the regional director of the state DOT
Buffalo branch said. "When we had our event here in WNY back in November those same
resources from across the state were sent to Buffalo to assist."
But, this response is in reverse. The state DOT has sent 95 transportation workers and 68
pieces of heavy equipment such as dump trucks -- all of which are based in WNY to the NYC
area. The storm is already having a domino affect.
"So if DOT sends its trucks down there and they don't have as many trucks to clear the roads
here, we'll help them on some of the main roads and right now our department of highways is
talking over with the DOT about that," Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz said.
According to Poloncarz, this plan is a possibility, but it hasn't been agreed upon. Poloncarz
says state roads in Erie County such as the 400, 219 and Route 5 may be handled by the
county, if state crews here get stretched. Given the light snow WNY is getting, Poloncarz
believes the county can handle county and some state roads.
Members from the Army National Guard based out of the Connecticut Street Armory in
Buffalo are also downstate. 16 troops from the armory left Monday morning.
"Their initial response will really be to remove vehicles, so local municipalities can get down
the road, clearing roads and what not," Staff Sergeant Jonathon Roe said.

Officials tell 2 On Your Side that it's likely crews will be downstate all week, because not
only will they assist during the storm, they'll be helping out in the cleanup efforts.
National Grid also sent workers from across the state to pitch in, including 20 based in
Western New York. National Grid spokesman Steve Brady said the crews left early this
morning for Albany, at which point they'll discuss the major needs and pick specific spots
downstate to respond.
Brady called it "standard practice" to shift electric line workers from other parts of the state to
help with snowstorms. During the October 2006 surprise storm in Western New York, 1,200
National Grid workers descended upon this area for assistance.
Brady said routine operations will continue as normal here in Western New York.
http://www.wgrz.com/story/weather/2015/01/26/nyc-weather-blizzard-local/22376521/

Military Museum
NY State Military Museum hosting combat veterans roundtable
WCAX: January 23, 2015

The New York State Military Museum is hosting a roundtable discussion featuring combat
veterans whose experiences span five U.S. wars from World War II to the war on terrorism.
The event begins at 1 p.m. Saturday at the museum located in downtown Saratoga Springs.
Paul Post, a reporter for The Saratogian newspaper, will moderate the panel discussion as five
vets relate their personal experiences.
The participants include 90-year-old Manny Perez of Wilton, who served in the Army during
WWII and was taken prisoner during the Battle of the Bulge.
The other panel members are Korea and Vietnam veteran Bob Garland of Ballston Spa,
Vietnam vets Dave Wallingford of Malta and Bob Nevins of Saratoga Springs, and Iraq and
Afghanistan veteran Maj. Shawn Tabankin of Rexford, a member of the New York Army
National Guard.
http://www.wcax.com/story/27923736/ny-state-military-museum-hosting-combat-veteransroundtable

Combat veterans roundtable on Saturday
Times Union: January 23, 2015

Five combat veterans from World War II to Afghanistan/Iraq will participate in a roundtable
discussion at 1 p.m. Saturday in the New York State Military Museum in Saratoga Springs.
The discussion is open to the public. Here’s bios from the museum on who will take part:
- Manny Perez of Wilton was born in Mexico and joined the Army’s 30th Infantry Division in
France shortly after D-Day in 1944. His outfit was awarded a Presidential Unit Citation for
valiantly holding off a German Panzer counter-offensive at Mortain, France from Aug. 8-14,
1944. Although wounded, Perez, continued fighting and took part in the Battle of the Bulge,
which began on Dec. 16, 1944. Seventy years ago this month, he suffered a hand grenade
wound, was captured and held as a POW at Stalag 11-B, near Hanover, Germany, until
British forces liberated the camp in April 1945.
- Bob Garland of Ballston Spa, an Army Sgt. 1st Class, served in Korea for more than a year
as a member of the 187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team. Garland, originally from
Montreal, joined the army without citizenship, just like Perez. His father, a Presbyterian
minister, left Canada for a church in Albany and Garland joined his parents a short time later.
He was drafted in 1951. “It was go back to Canada or go in the army,” Garland said. In 1958,
he became a U.S. citizen and his 20-year army career also took him to Vietnam, where he
earned a Bronze Star. Afterward, he was assigned to West Point to mentor the 2nd Regiment,
Corps of Cadets.
- Dave Wallingford of Malta, a former Marine Corps captain, was inducted last year to the
New York State Senate Veterans Hall of Fame. He was seriously wounded in March 1969
during a day-long fire fight in northeast South Vietnam, where he was a forward observer for
an artillery battery assigned to a Marine rifle company – Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 4th
Marines Regiment, 3rd Marine Division.
From 1999 to 2004, Wallingford worked as deputy director of the state Division of Veterans
Affairs and he has remained active in numerous veterans-related organizations. He is the
current president of Friends of the New York State Military Museum.
- Bob Nevins of Saratoga Springs, an Army chief warrant officer, flew more than 500 combat
missions over south Vietnam from July 4, 1970 to July 4, 1971. On one occasion his unarmed
medevac chopper was shot down by a rocket-propelled grenade that killed two crewmates.
Miraculously, he survived the crash landing. The 326th medical battalion Nevins served in
saved many American lives while venturing into hostile territory. A retired pilot, Nevins
founded and directs the Saratoga WarHorse program.
- New York Army National Guard Maj. Shawn Tabankin, 40, from Rexford, has served in the
Army for more than 17 years, originally enlisting in 1997 as a Private in the 82nd Airborne
Division. After attending ROTC, he received his commission as an infantry officer in 2002
from the New York Army National Guard in order to attend New York Law School full-time.
Tabankin mobilized for two combat tours: Iraq in 2004 as an infantry platoon leader, and
Afghanistan in 2012 as an infantry company commander. He is on active duty for the New
York Army National Guard, serving as the operations officer in the 2-108th Infantry
Regiment in Utica.

http://blog.timesunion.com/saratogaseen/combat-veterans-roundtable-on-saturday/22932/

New York Air National Guard
New York Air National Guard wing gets new commander
New Jersey Herald: January 24, 2015

A veteran of the Iraq War and Gulf War is set to assume command of the New York Air
National Guard's 107th Airlift Wing in Niagara Falls.
A change of command ceremony is scheduled at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station for
Saturday afternoon.
Col. Robert Kilgore will take over the 600-member wing from Col. John Higgins, who has
been at the base about a year.
The 48-year-old Kilgore has been with the 107th Airlift Wing since 1997 and is a command
pilot.
http://www.njherald.com/story/27930362/new-york-air-national-guard-wing-gets-newcommander

New York Army National Guard
Citizen Soldier from Niagara Falls extends service to state
Niagara Frontier Publications: January 23, 2015

Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general, announces the recent re-enlistment of
members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their continuing
commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National Guard.
Sgt. Robert Page from Niagara Falls has re-enlisted to continue service with the Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion.
"The New York Army National Guard has sustained our force at or above 100 percent
strength for the better part of seven years now," Murphy said. "Keeping those ready forces in
our ranks mean that New York is ready to provide forces for state missions here at home, as
we saw during the Buffalo Snow Emergency last year, Hurricane Sandy in 2012 or for
sustaining our support to federal missions for our nation around the country and around the
world."
He added, "Each of our 16,000 men and women serving in the Army and Air National Guard
has an important role and I'm pleased that so many continue to re-enlist and remain part of
our New York National Guard family."

http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2015/01/23/119290/citizen-soldier-fromniagara-falls-extends-service-to-state

Military notes: Cayuga County-area servicemen re-enlist in National Guard
Auburn Pub: January 24, 2015

Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general, announces the recent re-enlistment of
members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their continuing
commitment to serve community, state and nation:
• Sgt. 1st Class James Bucci, from Weedsport, has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion.
• Staff Sgt. Joshua Stmartin, from Port Byron, has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion.
• Spc. Justin Leone has re-enlisted to continue service with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Detachment, 501st Ordnance Battalion (Explosive Ordnance Disposal).
http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/military-notes-cayuga-county-area-servicemen-re-enlist-innational/article_cceefa37-ef63-5d1f-bf79-58fa74b6999d.html

Streets deserted as huge snowstorm hits US northeast
Channel News Asia: January 27, 2015

Authorities ordered drivers off the streets in New York and other cities like Boston in the face
of a storm that forecasters warned could reach historic proportions, dumping up to a metre of
snow in some areas.
NEW YORK: A huge snowstorm slammed into northeastern US late Monday (Jan 26),
shutting down public transport, cancelling thousands of flights and leaving roads and streets
deserted as snow blanketed an area that's home to tens of millions of people.
Authorities ordered drivers off the streets in New York and other cities like Boston in the face
of a storm that forecasters warned could reach historic proportions, dumping up to a metre of
snow in some areas. New York Mayor Bill de Blasio said it would be "most likely to be one
of the largest blizzards in the history of New York City."
More than 7,100 flights were cancelled on Monday and Tuesday, as Manhattan was
abandoned by panicked commuters rushing home early, leaving behind eerily quiet snowy
streets. New York shut its transit system at 11pm, made non-emergency road travel a criminal
offense in 13 counties and closed tunnels and bridges connecting Manhattan to New Jersey.

"It could be a matter of life and death, and that's not being overly dramatic, so caution is
required," New York state Governor Andrew Cuomo warned. CNN broadcast footage of New
York's Times Square empty but for snow plows and the odd pedestrian. Up and down the
city's broad avenues, traffic lights were red, one after another.
In New York City, the subway last closed for Hurricane Sandy in 2012, which killed more
than 200 people and caused months-long power cuts. With New England expected to be the
worst affected by the "nor-easter," public transit was also shut in Boston, as authorities
implored residents used to winter storms to stay off the roads.
"Whiteout conditions and treacherous roads will make driving anywhere extremely
dangerous," Massachusetts governor Charlie Baker said as he declared a state of emergency at
mid-day. "I can't stress this part enough: Please stay off the roads." States of emergency were
declared in states across the affected region as residents rushed to supermarkets to stockpile
food.
"I have nothing to eat, I need some food. Who knows if tomorrow I'm going to leave my
house," said boutique worker Rosa Ramirez, queuing outside an upmarket Whole Foods store
in Manhattan. "What I do not know is how long I'll have to wait," she said, as snow and icy
wind gusted through the queue of shoppers.
New York's famed Broadway and top music venues - including Carnegie Hall and the
Metropolitan Opera - shelved performances. NBA games were also postponed.
COMMUTERS' NIGHTMARE
The worst snow was expected to fall overnight, which combined with winds of up to 112kmh
will paralyze swaths of the coast. As well as blizzard warnings, flood warnings are also in
effect, with officials warning against power outages and falling trees.
Cuomo called out several hundred National Guard for New York and Long Island, which juts
out into the Atlantic. At 11pm he announced the travel ban on all roads in 13 counties had
become into effect and that the city's MTA public transit had been suspended until further
notice.
Those caught out on the roads after the cut-off point would be liable for fines, Cuomo said.
Officials said virtually all flights at New York's LaGuardia airport would be cancelled
Tuesday and that John F. Kennedy International Airport would also see significant
cancellations.
Boston's Logan international airport will see no flights from Monday evening until
Wednesday afternoon. Weather reports indicated snowfall would likely fall short, however, of
the city's record 68cm following a 16-hour storm in February 2006.
UNITED NATIONS CLOSES

"Recognize this as an emergency," de Blasio cautioned. "You can't underestimate this storm.
It's not a typical storm, its going to pack a real punch." Schools will be closed on Tuesday and
scheduled examinations cancelled.
The United Nations closed its headquarters early and was to remain shut, forcing the
cancellation on Tuesday of an important event to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the
Holocaust.
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/new-york-shuts-down-as/1617864.html

