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109th Airlift Wing
Astronaut Buzz Aldrin evacuated from South Pole over health concerns
WRGB, Dec. 1 , 2016:

SOUTH POLE (WBFF) --- Buzz Aldrin is being evacuated from the South Pole, the
National Science Foundation (NSF) confirms.
Describing Aldrin's condition as "ailing," NSF officials said the request for a medical
evacuation flight came on Dec. 1 from private tourism firm, The Antarctic Company.

Aldrin will be evacuated from Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station and flown to
McMurdo Station on the Antarctic coast and then on to New Zealand, NSF said.
“Ski-equipped LC-130 cargo planes flown by the 109th Airlift Wing of the New York
Air National Guard provide the air bridge between the South Pole and McMurdo,” NSF
wrote in a release. “The flight to New Zealand will be scheduled as soon as possible.”
The NSF manages the U.S. Antarctic Program.
Aldrin became one of the first men to walk on the Moon in 1969.
http://cbs6albany.com/news/nation-world/nsf-buzz-aldrin-being-evacuated-from-southpole
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Glenville-based Airlift Wing helps evacuate famed astronaut Buzz Aldrin
Time Warner Cable News, December 01, 2016:

The 109th Airlift Wing out of Glenville is helping to rescue an American icon on
Thursday.
Buzz Aldrin, the second man to walk on the moon, became ill while visiting the South
Pole. The air wing is helping evacuate him.
The National Science Foundation, which runs the South Pole station, says they
requested a humanitarian medical flight for the former astronaut.
The 109th, which flies ski-modified LC-130 Hercules aircraft, flew Aldrin from the
Amundsen-Scott South Pole station to McMurdo Station on the Antarctic coast.
A flight from McMurdo to New Zealand will be scheduled soon.
The request for the medical flight came Thursday from a private tourism firm called
White Desert.
The 86-year-old Aldrin, who walked on the moon in 1969, posted pictures to his
Twitter page two days ago before he got on the plane to fly down to Antarctica.
The 109th Airlift Wing is the only unit in the world to use the ski-equipped planes. The
unit has been flying down to Antarctica as part "Operation Deep Freeze" to support the
National Science Foundation for almost 30 years.

The 109th operates flights in Antarctica from October to February.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2016/12/1/buzz-aldrin--second-manon-moon--evacuated-from-south-pole-.html
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Glenville-based Airlift Wing helps evacuate famed astronaut Buzz Aldrin
WNYT, December 01, 2016:

The 109th Airlift Wing out of Glenville is helping to rescue an American icon on
Thursday.
Buzz Aldrin, the second man to walk on the moon, became ill while visiting the South
Pole. The air wing is helping evacuate him.
The National Science Foundation, which runs the South Pole station, says they
requested a humanitarian medical flight for the former astronaut.
The 109th, which flies ski-modified LC-130 Hercules aircraft, flew Aldrin from the
Amundsen-Scott South Pole station to McMurdo Station on the Antarctic coast.
A flight from McMurdo to New Zealand will be scheduled soon.
The request for the medical flight came Thursday from a private tourism firm called
White Desert.
The 86-year-old Aldrin, who walked on the moon in 1969, posted pictures to his
Twitter page two days ago before he got on the plane to fly down to Antarctica.
The 109th Airlift Wing is the only unit in the world to use the ski-equipped planes. The
unit has been flying down to Antarctica as part "Operation Deep Freeze" to support the
National Science Foundation for almost 30 years.
The 109th operates flights in Antarctica from October to February.
http://wnyt.com/news/glenville-based-airlift-wing-helps-evacuate-famed-astronautbuzz-aldrin/4332365/
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Moonwalker Buzz Aldrin is airlifted from Antarctica to New Zealand after
falling ill
Geekwire, December 1, 2016:

Buzz Aldrin en route to Antarctica
Buzz Aldrin tweeted this picture of himself on Monday with the caption, “South Pole
here I come!” (Buzz Aldrin Photo via Twitter)
Apollo 11 moonwalker Buzz Aldrin’s South Pole adventure turned into a medical
emergency when his health deteriorated, and authorities say he was evacuated to New
Zealand.
The 86-year-old former astronaut was in stable condition when he was handed over to
the National Science Foundation’s U.S. Antarctic Program for the first leg of the
outward journey, an adventure travel firm called White Desert said in a statement
today.
A ski-equipped LC-130 cargo plane from the New York Air National Guard airlifted
Aldrin nearly 1,000 miles from NSF’s Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station to
McMurdo Station on Antarctica’s Ross Island. From there, he was flown to
Christchurch, New Zealand, aboard a Safair cargo plane, NSF said.
NSF said Aldrin was taken to a medical facility in Christchurch. It characterized him as
an “ailing visitor” to Antarctica but provided no further details about his condition.
Aldrin is arguably the most traveled of the surviving Apollo astronauts. This month
he’s been going through a grueling series of trips to Australia, California, Florida,
Washington, D.C., Texas, Dubai and South Africa – all documented on his Twitter
account, @therealbuzz.
The most recent tweet about his transit to Antarctica was posted on Monday and
included the hashtag #GYATAntarctica. That’s a bit of wordplay on Aldrin’s current
catchphrase, “Get Your Ass to Mars.”
Aldrin was one of the first humans to walk on the moon during the Apollo 11 mission
in 1969, accompanying Neil Armstrong to the surface while Michael Collins flew
above in the Columbia command module.
When Armstrong passed away in 2012 at the age of 82, Aldrin said he was “deeply
saddened.”

“I had truly hoped that on July 20th, 2019, Neil, Mike and I would be standing together
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of our moon landing. … Regrettably, this is not
to be,” Aldrin said.
Here’s hoping that Aldrin is standing, hale and hearty, when the golden anniversary is
celebrated.
http://www.geekwire.com/2016/moonwalker-buzz-aldrin-falls-ill-antarctica/
Return to top

Ailing? Buzz Aldrin in Emergency Evacuation from South Pole
Time, Dec. 1, 2016:

The famed astronaut, 86, was apparently visiting Antarctica as a tourist
Famed astronaut Buzz Aldrin had to be evacuated from the South Pole for medical
reasons, the National Science Foundation said Thursday, and will be taken to nearby
New Zealand for treatment.
The NSF, which is providing the air lift, said that a New York Air National Guard
plane will transport Aldrin from Antarctica to New Zealand “as soon as possible.” He
appears to have been in Antartica as a tourist, posting several photos in advance of his
journey to Twitter.
The emergency request for an “ailing visitor” was made by The Antarctic Company, a
South African tourism company, according to the NSF. The International Association
of Antarctic Tour Operators confirmed Aldrin’s evacuation, saying he was “stable”
when he was taken from the South Pole to McMurdo base in Antarctica.
Aldrin, 86, was the second man to walk on the moon as part of the 1969 Apollo 11
crew.
Aldrin has focused his time on supporting human colonization of Mars in recent years.
http://time.com/4587138/buzz-aldrin-south-pole-evacuation/
Return to top

‘Ailing’ Buzz Aldrin, the second man to walk on the moon, is evacuated
from the South Pole

Washington Post, December 1 :

Buzz Aldrin, the former astronaut, has been evacuated from the South Pole, where he
was visiting as part of a tourist group.
In a statement, White Desert, the tour company, said Aldrin’s “condition deteriorated”
while on the visit. After a discussion between the White Desert doctor and the U.S.
Antarctic Program, Aldrin was evacuated on the first available flight from the South
Pole to McMurdo Station, a research center on the Antarctic coast run by the National
Science Foundation. White Desert said that Aldrin was in stable condition when he was
transferred to the medical team at McMurdo.
He was then flown to Christchurch, New Zealand, where his plane touched down at
4:25 local time, according to the NSF. He has since been taken to a local medical
facility.
Aldrin arrived at the pole on Nov. 29, according to an away message from his assistant,
Christina Korp. He was scheduled to be there until Dec. 8 but fell ill shortly after
arriving.
On Thursday night (local time, as U.S. stations in Antarctica adhere to New Zealand
time), the National Science Foundation agreed to provide medical evacuation from the
South Pole for the 86-year-old Aldrin, who in 1969 became one of the first people to
walk on the moon.
The medical evacuation flight was provided by the National Science Foundation,
according to a statement on the government agency’s website. The statement did not
offer a reason for the evacuation, only referring to Aldrin as “ailing.”
“NSF will make additional statements about the patient’s medical condition only as
conditions warrant,” the statement read.
According to the statement, Aldrin was transported out of the South Pole on skiequipped LC-130 cargo planes flown by the 109th Airlift Wing of the New York Air
National Guard.
In June, rescuers successfully evacuated two sick workers from Amundsen-Scott
research station at the South Pole. It was only the third time such a rescue had been
attempted during the brutal Antarctic winter, when the sun never rises and temperatures
sink so low that fuel freezes.
Summer evacuations like Aldrin’s are less risky and more common. Several private
tour companies run trips to the South Pole during the daylight months between
November and February. But conditions at the pole are harsh even during the warmer
months: The elevation is about 9,000 feet — nearly twice as high as Denver, Colo. The

air is dry, winds are fierce, and temperatures almost never exceed zero degrees
Fahrenheit.
On Aldrin’s Twitter account, several photographs have been posted recently of him
preparing to travel to Antarctica, including one Tuesday showing him outside an
airplane with the caption “South Pole here I come!”
South Pole here I come! #antarctica #WhiteDesert #GYATAntarctica
pic.twitter.com/PPjfmKvanZ
— Buzz Aldrin (@TheRealBuzz) November 29, 2016
Another, posted Tuesday, read: “We’re ready to go to Antarctica! May be our last
opportunity to tweet for a few days! We’re go for departure to the launchpad!”
We're ready to go to Antarctica! May be our last opportunity to tweet for a few days!
We're go for departure to the launchpad! pic.twitter.com/vFvsu6OQhb
— Buzz Aldrin (@TheRealBuzz) November 29, 2016
Another, from Sunday, included a joke: “I could be a little underdressed for Antarctica.
Although I tend to be hot blooded.”
I could be a little underdressed for Antarctica. Although I tend to be hot blooded.
pic.twitter.com/iuCozGptxw
— Buzz Aldrin (@TheRealBuzz) November 27, 2016
Aldrin was born in Montclair, N.J., as Edwin Eugene Aldrin Jr. He earned the
nickname Buzz because his sister pronounced the word “brother” as “buzzer,”
according to CNN.
In 1969, Aldrin, along with Neil Armstrong and Michael Collins, flew to the moon on
the Apollo 11 mission. He became the second person to walk on the moon, after
Armstrong.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/12/01/ailing-buzzaldrin-second-man-on-the-moon-is-being-medically-evacuated-from-the-southpole/?utm_term=.b120b08e409b
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Out of This World: Astronaut Legend Buzz Aldrin Saved by Scotia's 109th
Airlift Wing

Time Warner Cable News, Dec. 1, 2016 :

One of the first men to walk on the surface of the moon has been medically evacuated
from the South Pole. And some New York National Guard members are helping in that
effort.
The 109th Airlift Wing based in Scotia was charged with rescuing Buzz Aldrin because
they are the only ones who can. Every year they head to Antarctica for operation deep
freeze to re-supply United States military bases and support scientific research.
But if there are emergencies, they are the ones asked to make the mission, since their
aircrafts are the only ones in the world equipped with skis.
In this case, the members of the 109th Wing was tasked with saving a legend. Buzz
Aldrin was on a tourist trip to the South Pole when his condition began to deteriorate.
Colonel Aldrin became the second person to walk on the moon just 20 minutes after
Neil Armstrong in 1969. He is now 86 years old. Crew members from the 109th flew
him from the South Pole to McMurdo station in Antarctica where there are more
resources. Lieutenant Colonel David Panzera says this rescue mission is special.
“It’s always exciting to have famous or ranking people. Just had John Kerry. That was
exciting, too. But at a time like this, a hero to the air force and the united states at the
elevated level of col. Aldrin, you bet it’s exciting,” Panzera said.
The leaders of the tourist group Aldrin was a part of released a statement saying that he
is in stable condition. He'll be transported from McMurdo station to New Zealand.

http://www.twcnews.com/nys/binghamton/news/2016/12/1/buzz-aldrin--second-manon-moon--evacuated-from-south-pole-.html
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'Ailing' Buzz Aldrin, second man on the moon, is being medically
evacuated from the South Pole
Washington Post, Dec. 1, 2016:

On Thursday night (local time, as U.S. stations in Antarctica adhere to New Zealand
time), the National Science Foundation agreed to provide medicalevacuation from the
South Pole for 86-year-old Buzz Aldrin, a former astronaut who in 1969 became one of
the first people to walk on the moon.

The medical evacuation flight will be provided by the National Science Foundation,
according to a news release on the government agency's website. The statement did not
offer a reason for the evacuation, only referring to Aldrin as "ailing."
"NSF will make additional statements about the patient's medical condition only as
conditions warrant," the statement read.
The statement also did not state when the evacuation will occur. It merely stated how.
"Ski-equipped LC-130 cargo planes flown by the 109th Airlift Wing of the New York
Air National Guard provide the air bridge between the South Pole and McMurdo. The
flight to New Zealand will be scheduled as soon as possible," it read.
It is unclear why Aldrin was in Antarctica, though the release stated that the NSF
received the evacuation request from The Antarctic Company, which is a private
tourism firm based in South Africa.
On Aldrin's Twitter account, the former astronaut has recently posted several
photographs of himself preparing to travel to Antarctica, including one on Tuesday
showing him outside an airplane with the caption "South Pole here I came!"
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/12/01/ailing-buzzaldrin-second-man-on-the-moon-is-being-medically-evacuated-from-the-southpole/?utm_term=.d25b53ba0a52
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Famed Apollo 11 astronaut having medical problem at
Antarctic science base:
Times Union, Thursday, December 1, 2016

GLENVILLE - The 109th Airlift Wing rescued famed astronaut Buzz Aldrin from
Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station on Antarctica, the National Science Foundation
announced Thursday morning.
A ski-equipped cargo plane based at the Stratton Air National Guard base in
Schenectady County flew an ailing Aldrin to McMurdo Station on the Antarctic Coast
Wednesday night Eastern Standard Time. Aldrin is awaiting flight to Christchurch,
New Zealand, NSF spokesman Peter West said Thursday morning.
The 109th plane serves as an air bridge for Antarctic sciences bases and was already
on the ice at the South Pole station when the rescue request was sent, West said.

Aldrin is a retired astronaut who in 1969 was the second man to walk on the Moon
during the Apollo 11 expedition. West said the 86-year-old was an "ailing visitor" at
the station but declined to comment on his condition or the nature of his ailment.
Aldrin was part of an private tourism expedition the left for Antarctica last month.
Aldrin was traveling with White Desert, an Antarctic tour operator based in the U.K.
The former astronaut was staying at the South Pole station when "his condition
deteriorated," the International Association of Antarctic Tour Operator said in a press
release.
The NSF, which manages the U.S. Antarctic Program, received the rescue request from
White Desert at local time Thursday.
After being examined by a White Desert doctor and an U.S. Antarctic Program doctor,
Aldrin was flown out on the first available flight out of the South Pole, IAATO said.
Aldrin was accompanied by a member of his team and a USAP doctor.
The IAATO described the medical evacuation as a "precaution."
The 109th Airlift Wing of the New York Air National Guard flies the only ski-outfitted
aircraft in the U.S. military and has participated in numerous previous rescue missions most notably the risky October 1999 evacuation of Dr. Jerri Nielsen FitzGerald from a
South Pole research station, where she had diagnosed and been treating herself for
breast cancer. FitzGerald lived for another decade before dying in 2009.
That rescue involved the same LC-130 Hercules "Ski Bird," which kept its engines
running for the 22 minutes it spent at the pole picking up Nielson and dropping off a
replacement doctor.
In February, the Airlift Wing flew 1,400 miles across Antarctica to pick up 35 stranded
Australian researchers.
The eight-person New York National Guard crew extricated members of the expedition
from Davis research station after a ship that was supposed to carry the Australians
home ran aground in driving snow and freezing temperatures,
In 2012, the 109th delivered critically injured Japanese sailors to New Zealand after the
U.S. Air Force was unable to make the trip in bad weather.
Four years earlier, members of the air wing also safely retrieved an Australian
researcher who suffered a broken leg.
In 2003, the National Guard rescued an ill employee of Raytheon Polar Services Co. of
Centennial, Colo.

Two years before, the station's doctor, Ronald Shemenski, then 59, was evacuated after
he was diagnosed by satellite as having gallstones and a life- threatening case of
pancreatitis, or inflammation of the pancreas.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Glenville-based-airlift-wing-to-rescue-BuzzAldrin-10646590.php
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'Ailing' Buzz Aldrin, second man on the moon, is being medically
evacuated from the South Pole
Washington Post, Dec. 1, 2016:

On Thursday night (local time, as U.S. stations in Antarctica adhere to New Zealand
time), the National Science Foundation agreed to provide medicalevacuation from the
South Pole for 86-year-old Buzz Aldrin, a former astronaut who in 1969 became one of
the first people to walk on the moon.
The medical evacuation flight will be provided by the National Science Foundation,
according to a news release on the government agency's website. The statement did not
offer a reason for the evacuation, only referring to Aldrin as "ailing."
"NSF will make additional statements about the patient's medical condition only as
conditions warrant," the statement read.
The statement also did not state when the evacuation will occur. It merely stated how.
"Ski-equipped LC-130 cargo planes flown by the 109th Airlift Wing of the New York
Air National Guard provide the air bridge between the South Pole and McMurdo. The
flight to New Zealand will be scheduled as soon as possible," it read.
It is unclear why Aldrin was in Antarctica, though the release stated that the NSF
received the evacuation request from The Antarctic Company, which is a private
tourism firm based in South Africa.
On Aldrin's Twitter account, the former astronaut has recently posted several
photographs of himself preparing to travel to Antarctica, including one on Tuesday
showing him outside an airplane with the caption "South Pole here I came!"
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2016/12/01/ailing-buzzaldrin-second-man-on-the-moon-is-being-medically-evacuated-from-the-southpole/?utm_term=.d25b53ba0a52
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EXCLUSIVE: SA company asks for mission to rescue moon landing hero
Buzz Aldrin
Times Live, 01 December, 2016:

"The National Science Foundation has agreed to provide a humanitarian medical
evacuation flight for an ailing visitor from its Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station to
McMurdo Station on the Antarctic coast and then to New Zealand," the organisation
said in a statement.
"The patient is Buzz Aldrin, who, in 1969, became one of the first men to walk on the
Moon, as part of the two-man lunar landing crew of Apollo 11.
"The request to NSF, which manages the US Antarctic Program, came on December 1
(local time, US stations in Antarctica keep New Zealand time) from The Antarctic
Company, a private tourism firm based in South Africa," it said.
The air bridge between the South Pole and McMurdo will be done using a skiequipped LC-130 cargo plane, flown by the 109th Airlift Wing of the New York Air
National Guard.
"The flight to New Zealand will be scheduled as soon as possible. NSF will make
additional statements about the patient's medical condition only as conditions warrant,"
said the statement.
Dr Vasily Kaliazin, a director of The Antarctic Company, told TMG Digital that Aldrin
was a client who had travelled to the South Pole but he was unaware of the rescue
operation.
The NSF is a US federal agency whose mission includes support for all fields of
science and engineering, "tasked with keeping the United States at the leading edge of
discovery in areas from astronomy to geology to zoology".
http://www.timeslive.co.za/scitech/2016/12/01/EXCLUSIVE-SA-company-asks-formission-to-rescue-moon-landing-hero-Buzz-Aldrin
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National Science Foundation evacuates patient from Amundsen-Scott
South Pole Station

National Science Foundation ,December 1, 2016:

The National Science Foundation (NSF) has agreed to provide a humanitarian medical
evacuation flight for an ailing visitor from its Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station to
McMurdo Station on the Antarctic coast and then to New Zealand.
The patient is Buzz Aldrin, who, in 1969, became one of the first men to walk on the
Moon, as part of the two-man lunar landing crew of Apollo 11.
The request to NSF, which manages the U.S. Antarctic Program, came on Dec. 1 (local
time, U.S. stations in Antarctica keep New Zealand time) from The Antarctic
Company, a private tourism firm based in South Africa.
Ski-equipped LC-130 cargo planes flown by the 109th Airlift Wing of the New York
Air National Guard provide the air bridge between the South Pole and McMurdo. The
flight to New Zealand will be scheduled as soon as possible.
NSF will make additional statements about the patient's medical condition only as
conditions warrant.
https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=190518&org=NSF&from=news
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Out of This World: Astronaut Legend Buzz Aldrin Saved by Scotia's 109th
Airlift Wing
Time Warner Cable News, Dec. 1, 2016 :

Out of This World: Astronaut Legend Buzz Aldrin Saved by Scotia's 109th Airlift
Wing
One of the first men to walk on the surface of the moon has been medically evacuated
from the South Pole. And some New York National Guard members are helping in that
effort.
The 109th Airlift Wing based in Scotia was charged with rescuing Buzz Aldrin because
they are the only ones who can. Every year they head to Antarctica for operation deep
freeze to re-supply United States military bases and support scientific research.
But if there are emergencies, they are the ones asked to make the mission, since their
aircrafts are the only ones in the world equipped with skis.

In this case, the members of the 109th Wing was tasked with saving a legend. Buzz
Aldrin was on a tourist trip to the South Pole when his condition began to deteriorate.
Colonel Aldrin became the second person to walk on the moon just 20 minutes after
Neil Armstrong in 1969. He is now 86 years old. Crew members from the 109th flew
him from the South Pole to McMurdo station in Antarctica where there are more
resources. Lieutenant Colonel David Panzera says this rescue mission is special.
“It’s always exciting to have famous or ranking people. Just had John Kerry. That was
exciting, too. But at a time like this, a hero to the air force and the united states at the
elevated level of col. Aldrin, you bet it’s exciting,” Panzera said.
The leaders of the tourist group Aldrin was a part of released a statement saying that he
is in stable condition. He'll be transported from McMurdo station to New Zealand.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/binghamton/news/2016/12/1/buzz-aldrin--second-manon-moon--evacuated-from-south-pole-.html
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Trees for Troops Spreads Holiday Cheer to Military Service Members and
Families (Video)
Time Warner Cable News, Nov. 29, 2016:

For many who celebrate Christmas, having a tree during the yuletide season is
something taken for granted. As Matt Hunter explains, a group of volunteers in
Saratoga County has made sure soldiers and their families will have a tree of their own
when they're away from home during the holidays.
BALLSTON SPA, NY - It's something Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Valk has experienced a few
times.
"It will take its toll on you after a while," said Valk, who grew up in Catskill. "I think
I've done about three seasons away for the holidays." Just a few months out of basic
training, airman Noah Moyer has yet to spend his first holiday season away from loved
ones.
"I'm sure we're all going to be there at one point, I know I will be," said Moyer, a 19year-old from Clifton Park. "I can't imagine how tough it must be being away from my
family during the holidays."
Both members of the Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing will be home this
Christmas, but they and about 30 colleagues spent Tuesday morning making sure

fellow military members who aren't as fortunate will have a taste of the holidays
wherever they're stationed.
"It definitely feels good," Moyer said. "I'm glad we were given the opportunity to come
out and do this."
"We're loading about 130 trees from this farm," Ellms Family Farm co-owner Garth
Ellms said.
Since 2005, the national Trees for Troops organization and FedEx have sent nearly
180,000 Christmas trees to bases and military homes all over the world. From the
beginning, Ellms Family Farm in Ballston Spa has been the local collection point for
about a dozen farms who contribute.
"To hear that impact of what it means to somebody, it's just wonderful and it
encourages us to continue to do this," Ellms said.
Before starting his career at FedEx, Chis Goodrich served six years in the Navy and
received a tree on base.
"It makes you get that touch of home," said Goodrich, who deployed several times,
including three trips to the Persian Gulf. "You understand that there's other things in
life besides where you are that you want to get back to."
Knowing they'll help deployed service members and their families feel a little less far
apart, the volunteers view it as a chance to spread some holiday cheer.
"I'll definitely try to do this every single year if they give me the opportunity," Moyer
said.
"I definitely know how it's going to feel to them, so I just feel very blessed I could help
them out," Valk said.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2016/11/29/trees-for-troops-spreadsholiday-cheer-to-military-service-members-and-families.html
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150 Christmas trees donated by Ellms Tree Farm being delivered to US
Military members
News 10 , Nov. 29, 2016:

BALLSTON SPA, N.Y. (NEWS10) - Nothing says home for the holidays like the
smell of a fresh cut Christmas tree.
One local family farm wants to make sure that those who can't be home this season like
the troops who are stationed all across the country and the world get their piece of
Christmas spirit.
"It's a small thing we do. We feel it's small but the impact is huge," Chip Ellms, of
Ellms Family Farm, said.
Ellms Family Farm is packing up the Christmas spirit for those who can't come home
for the holidays the best way they know how.
Chip has been at the helm of the Capital Region Trees for Troops effort for 12 years
now. For him and his staff, the effort is personal.
"A number of our employees have been in the Korea or Vietnam. So one of them is
right here today helping load the truck."
Volunteers got up early Tuesday morning to load a FedEx truck with collected trees
from Capital Region farms delivered across the globe.
Nationally, the Trees for Troops provides festive firs for military families and those
who are deployed.
This year, our local batch will be shipped to families at the National Guard facility in
Stateboro, Georgia. They'll come with ornaments made by students at Ballston Lake
schools.
For Iraq veteran Richard Goldenberg, the trees are much more than decorations. He
says he still remembers the moment he first saw a Christmas tree overseas.
"You really don't have that sort of joy of the holidays until maybe you look out of the
corner of your eye and you get that sense of the Christmas tree. It revives that holiday
spirit for them," Goldenberg said. "It was amazing to be able to come out as a volunteer
since that time to sort of pay it forward."
He says he hasn't missed a Trees for Troops since the effort started, and he hopes to
continue that tradition.
All of the trees are going to stay on the trailer the entire time all the way to Georgia.
They are expected to make it there to the base by Thursday morning.
http://news10.com/2016/11/29/150-christmas-trees-donated-by-ellms-tree-farm-to-usmilitary-members/
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Area farms donate Christmas trees for service members
Saratogian , Nov. 29, 2016:

CHARLTON --More than two-dozen service members dodged raindrops Tuesday
beneath gloomy skies to make the holidays a little brighter for U.S. troops stationed
around the globe.
About 130 fresh-cut trees, raised by area growers, were loaded onto a large FedEx
truck at Ellms Family Farm for transportation to Georgia, where they'll be distributed
to America's heroes who can't be home for the holidays.
Master Sergeant Jennifer Dippo, a flight medic with the Scotia-based 109th Airlift
Wing, knows firsthand how much this means to people serving away from home.
"One year, I was deployed overseas and flew from Ramstein Air Base in Germany to
Iraq and Afghanistan to retrieve patients there," she said. "We were gone for the entire
holiday season. I was gone for Thanksgiving and Christmas. But just getting cheer
from home and having that passed on to us was a huge blessing that lifted our spirits.
We were able to share that in our work centers and caring for patients and bringing
some of that cheer tothem ,as well."
Ellms Family Farm is one of many collection points throughout the U.S. for the FedExsponsored Trees for Troops program, which has donated more than 176,000 trees to
members of all branches of the military and their families since 2005. Trees are going
to almost 65 bases, including several overseas outposts.
"We'll continue to do this as long as FedEx continues to come pick these trees up and
take them throughout the world," said Garth Ellms, an owner of Ellms Family Farm.
"It's a great program. The best part is, the last few years, we've actually seen our
service men and women come back and tell us a story [about] how much it impacted
[them]. Receiving something green when they're in the desert is very meaningful. It's
that piece of home you need when you're away from family."
"I think it's just important to give back, to show we care about the sacrifices these
people make," added David Stack, owner of Goode Trees in Milton.
Each tree was shipped with a small sample of colorful handmade paper ornaments
crafted by children in Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake elementary schools.
Most of the service members who lent helping hands on Tuesday are members of the
New York Air National Guard, but U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Clinton Camp, who staffs the

local recruiting station, turned out, too, and recalled a holiday season he spent stationed
in Central America.
"It was my son's third birthday, I missed out on it," he said. "It was horrible, but it was
nice knowing that there were people like this taking care of our families while we were
gone. It's hard enough having to be away from them. But knowing that they're being
taken care of is great."
http://www.saratogian.com/article/ST/20161129/NEWS/161129787
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42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Massachusetts Air National Guard weather watchers join Army
Warfighter exercise
National Guard.mil, November 29, 2016:

FORT INDIANTOWN GAP, Pa. -Bad weather can shut down the best planned Army
Aviation operation and when it's time to pass on bad news about the weather,
Massachusetts Air National Guard Maj. John Cullen earns his money.
Cullea and five other Airmen from the 202nd Weather Flight, based at Joint Base Cape
Cod, were the battlefield weather watchdogs for the New York Army National Guard's
42nd Combat Aviation Brigade during a two-week Warfighter command post exercise
which kicked off here on Nov. 6.
The high-tempo exercise relies on computer simulations to put Soldiers, and in this
case Airmen too, through the same stressful decision making actions they would take
during an actual battle.
"The team effectively communicated not only weather conditions, but how these
conditions affect Army and Air Force assets on the battlefield," Cullen said.
"Working directly with the Army's battle staff allows us to provide information that
impacts their mission and weapons' capabilities that ultimately helps influence the
commanders' decisions," Cullen said.
The weather team took weather data generated by the exercise controllers and turned it
into forecasts and other products that allowed the Army aviators to plan attack and lifthelicopter missions in support of the 28th Division, the main player in the exercise.

"It was a great experience and opportunity to get a sense of how the Army operates in a
deployed environment," said Master Sgt. Marie Colomer, a weather forecaster.
The 202nd Weather Flight was a tremendous asset during the exercise, said Lt. Col.
Jason Lefton, the 42nd CAB executive officer.
The Airmen delivered high-quality weather products and kept the staff informed on
how the weather would impact planned operations, Lefton added.
The Massachusetts Airmen learned a lot about how Soldiers think, cross-talk and work
together, said Colomer.
"We plan to integrate this information into our routine training scenarios back home,"
she said.
"Everything we learned will help us refine our products and make us more effective
when called upon to provide weather support," Colomer added.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/1014595/massachusetts-air-national-guardweather-watchers-join-army-warfighter-exercise/
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Warfighter includes all 3 Army components
Leavenworth Lamp, Dec. 1, 2016 :

Multiple Army active-duty, National Guard and Army Reserve units gathered
from across the United States to participate in Mission Command Training Program’s
Warfighter 17-2 from Nov. 9-18.
Through this exercise, these units integrated their capabilities, demonstrating the
Total Army Concept. Units included the 28th Infantry Division, the 316th
Expeditionary Sustainment Command, the 371st Sustainment Brigade, the 16th
Combat Aviation Brigade, the 89th Military Police Brigade, the 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade, the 138th Field Artillery Brigade and the 36th Engineer Brigade.
“Training with all elements (National Guard, Reserve and active components) is
extremely valuable,” said Brig. Gen. Andrew Schafer, commanding general of the 28th
Infantry Division. “Not only does it allow the sharing of knowledge and capabilities but
also develops relationships and trust that will inevitably be needed in future
operations.”

Each of these units, hailing from different states and different components of the
Army, came together to support the Combined Joint Land Forces Component
Command in accomplishing its mission.
The 28th Infantry Division from the Army National Guard served as the division
headquarters, while the 316th Expeditionary Sustainment Command from the Army
Reserve provided logistical support throughout the area of operations. Both the 28th
Infantry Division and the 316th Expeditionary Sustainment Command hail from
Pennsylvania.
The 371st Sustainment Brigade from the Ohio National Guard also provided
logistical support, ensuring the division was well-equipped for its tasks.
Simultaneously, Kentucky National Guard’s 138th Field Artillery Brigade supported
the division’s maneuver forces, ensuring appropriate fires to provide freedom of
movement to the division.
The active-duty 16th Combat Aviation Brigade from Joint Base Lewis McChord,
Wash., provided combat aviation support to the division as the National Guard New
York 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade provided these assets to its corps headquarters.
“The warfighter provides a level of realism hard to replicate anywhere else, by
stressing systems and processes to make us better,” said 36th Engineer Commander
Col. Mark Quander. “The warfighter gives that opportunity to the functional brigades,
divisions and corps headquarters.”
The 89th Military Police Brigade and 36th Engineer Brigade, both active-duty
units from Fort Hood, Texas, supported the division as it conducted operations. The
military police brigade ensured security of the division as it conducted operations as the
engineer brigade ensured freedom of movement through its constructional assets.
“There are four training goals that I wanted to focus on, combat readiness,
development of leaders, professional policing and partnership,” said 89th MP Brigade
Commander Col. Lamar Parson. “Warfighter 17-2 helped to facilitate all of those
training objectives.”
The units from the different Army components came together to ensure mission
accomplishment during Mission Command Training Program’s Warfighter 17-2.
http://www.ftleavenworthlamp.com/news/20161201/warfighter-includes-all-3-armycomponents
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Citizens Preparedness

Emergency preparedness training held at UAlbany
News 10, Nov. 28, 2016:

ALBANY, N.Y. (NEWS10) – A disaster preparedness class was given at the
University of Albany on Monday.
The program is part of the Citizen Preparedness Corps Training Program, which
provides citizens with the knowledge and tools to prepare for emergencies and disasters
and how to respond accordingly.
A prime example of a possible emergency situation took place Monday morning on the
campus of Ohio State University. Police said the assailant, identified as a student,
deliberately drove over a curb outside a classroom building, got out of the vehicle, and
began to cut people in a crowd with a butcher knife.
He was shot and killed by a responding officer. People across the country took notice
of the incident.
“This is our reality,” UAlbany senior Chris Pounds said. “This is our world, and as
scary as it is, this is what we live in. It’s time to be aware of it.”
Pounds is one of the first to take part in the new Emergency Preparedness degree
programs.
“I said, ‘Hey, I’ve taken emergency preparedness courses before, I’m a career
paramedic, and I would love to graduate from UAlbany with this degree,’” he said.
Members of the New York National Guard conducted the class.
“The fact is that you don’t know when you are going to need to move in order to avoid
a disaster,” David Lima with the National Guard said.
The classes are being given across the state at colleges, schools and offices to teach the
public valuable tools about what should or shouldn’t be done if a dangerous situation
arises.
“There’s so many different things that can possibly happen to you,” Lima said. “If you
can bring your mind to a place it hasn’t been, yet, you’re going to be that much more
prepared to actually bring your body to that place.”
No matter where you are, being prepared can make all the difference.
“It’s extremely important,” Lima said. “It’s just as important as your wallet or your
keys.”

“That’s the goal of preparedness is to stay alive,” Pounds said. “In the event of an
active shooter, it’s good to do whatever you can.”
Bags were also handed out to everyone in attendance. Inside were common items that
could be used in an emergency such as a flashlight and water.
http://news10.com/2016/11/28/emergency-preparedness-training-held-at-ualbany/
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DMNA
Many Who Work in Cuomo's Office aren't actually paid by it
Times Union, Saturday, November 26, 2016:

About a year ago, Steven L. Aiello, who was several years out of college, landed a
prestigious new job as a policy adviser to Gov. Andrew Cuomo.
But like many others who have worked on the Capitol's second floor, Aiello was not
actually paid by the governor's office.
Instead, records show he drew his salary as a "project assistant" in the Division of
Military and Naval Affairs, which manages New York's military forces.
Aiello has since gained attention because his father, prominent Syracuse-area
developer Steven F. Aiello, is among eight people indicted last week in a sprawling
state corruption scandal. In part, Steven F. Aiello is charged with demanding that his
son receive a $5,000 raise in the new job, which was facilitated by Joe Percoco, an
indicted former top Cuomo aide who allegedly took bribes from the developer and
others.
Beyond the scandal, however, this type of hiring-by-proxy within the governor's staff is
far from rare. In fact, more than 40 percent of the people who currently work in
Cuomo's office are paid not by the Executive Chamber but by separate agencies or
public authorities, according to a Times Union analysis of records.
For instance, two well-paid Cuomo speechwriters are technically drawing their salaries
from little-noticed state entities.
Observers of state government say the practice of loading up the governor's staff with
people not officially on its payroll has been ongoing for decades. E.J. McMahon,
research director of the fiscally conservative Empire Center for Public Policy, said it

has quietly allowed governors to expand their staffs while escaping criticism for
increasing their budgets. Still, the full extent has not been previously known.
"It's an accountability and transparency issue," McMahon said. "It's done so that the
Executive Chamber staff doesn't look so big. That's the only conceivable reason they'd
do it."
The governor's office recently provided a list of the 209 people it says work for the
chamber, in response to an open records request by the Times Union.
But recently provided payroll records from Comptroller Tom DiNapoli's office state
that the Executive Chamber itself is only paying 120 employees.
Cuomo spokesman Rich Azzopardi said the number of state workers had gone down
during the governor's tenure.
"The state payroll has been reduced by more than 10,000 staffers during this
administration," Azzopardi said. "To focus on 80 slots is absurd."
The employees working for the chamber but not being paid by it receive their
paychecks from a range of agencies, as well as from quasi-governmental state public
authorities.
In some cases, the title of an agency employee in the Executive Chamber seems to
match up with the mission of the agency paying the person. For instance, a Department
of Health employee working in the governor's office holds the title of "assistant
secretary for mental hygiene" for Cuomo.
In a number of other cases, however, there doesn't seem to be much correlation
between who's paying the state employee and the person's job in the Executive
Chamber.
In the example of Steven L. Aiello, emails contained in Manhattan U.S. Attorney Preet
Bharara's complaint show a concerted effort to move the younger Aiello from a job in
the state's affordable housing agency, Homes and Community Renewal, to the
governor's office.
The vehicle was the Division of Military and Naval Affairs.
In September 2015, Aiello's father allegedly wrote a text to lobbyist Todd Howe - who
has pleaded guilty to conspiring with Percoco to take bribes from the elder Aiello angrily demanding a raise for the developer's son.
"I just got a call from (my son), he got his paperwork for his raise. He went from 54
thousand a year to 56 thousand!," the senior Aiello wrote. He added that his son

"bust(s) his ass, loyal as the day is long. I have been loyal as the day is long. They
insult us like this. I'm finished!!!"
Howe forwarded the text to Percoco, who took action.
"What happened to (Aiello's) raise when he was moved to policy team," Percoco
emailed to several state employees. "I am told he never got it. Also, we discussed
moving him out of HCR?"
"We moved him out of HCR," replied an Office of General Services employee, who
was not identified in the complaint. "Didn't know it was supposed to be with a bump.
10%?"
"This is another stupid blunder," Percoco replied.
In his new job working in the governor's office, Steven L. Aiello did end up getting his
salary bumped to $62,000 several days later - on the payroll of Military and Naval
Affairs. He left the governor's office earlier this year.
Meanwhile, Cuomo's current well-paid speechwriting staff is also on the payroll of
other state entities.
In March 2015, the governor announced the hiring of Tom Topousis, formerly a
veteran New York Post reporter, as director of speechwriting and special adviser to
Cuomo's communications director.
Topousis, however, has been earning his $125,000 salary as a "special assistant" at the
Office of Children and Family Services, according to the Empire Center's
SeeThroughNY.net website.
Also joining the speechwriting team in February 2016 was Cuomo's senior
speechwriter, Jamie Malanowski, a longtime magazine journalist and the former
national editor of Spy magazine.
His $120,000 salary has been paid by the Affordable Housing Corp., a quasigovernmental agency that helps subsidize affordable housing projects, according to the
Authorities Budget Office.
There are a number of other examples, including Ryan Dalton, who the past several
years has held the title of deputy director of the governor's Washington office.
His $109,000 salary has been paid by the Environmental Facilities Corp., a quasigovernmental authority that provides low-cost capital and expert technical assistance
for environmental projects.

In January 2015, Cuomo announced the hiring of Kamilah Smith, a former official with
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, as the state's assistant deputy secretary
for Homeland Security at an annual salary of $122,000.
Smith, however, has been on the payroll of the Housing Trust Fund, another quasigovernmental authority that provides grants to affordable housing projects.
Most state employees get their jobs through the competitive civil service system. But
agency or authority heads are also allowed to make these types of political
appointments outside the normal restrictions.
If a state agency can function with one of its political appointees workingin the
governor's office, it raises questions as to why the person was needed at the agency in
the first place, said Blair Horner, executive director of the New York Public Interest
Research Group. And if the person was needed but was transferred anyway, that also
raises questions.
"Political appointments are often rewards to the politically faithful," Horner said.
"Generally speaking, there need to be fewer political appointments, and more reliance
on the civil service system."
http://www.timesunion.com/tuplus-local/article/Many-who-work-in-Cuomo-s-officearen-t-actually-10637624.php
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New York Army National Guard
Leicester native becomes N.Y. Guard's top warrant officer
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, December 1, 2016:

Jeffrey Schirmer, a veteran of Operation Desert Storm and Iraq and a Leicester,
Livingston County native, will assume command as Chief Warrant Officer of the New
York Army National Guard in a ceremony on Friday, Dec. 9.
He replaces Robert Wold who served in the position since 2010 and is retiring after a
40-year military career. The swearing in ceremony will take place in Latham, Albany
County.
Warrant officers are technical specialists who serve between non-commissioned
officers and the commissioned officer corps. Schirmer will be responsible for recruiting
warrant officers to fill 286 positions in the New York Guard while also overseeing
warrant officer training.

Schirmer has served 35 years in a variety of capacities.
He was deployed to Iraq in 2005 as logistical maintenance officer for the 42nd Infantry
Division. He also served in Saudi Arabia and Iraq in 1990 and 1991 during Operation
Desert Storm.
He has earned the Army Commendation Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, the
Iraq Campaign Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Southwest Asia
Service Medal, and the Global War on Terror Service Medal.
He and his wife Maureen have two daughters and three grandchildren.
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2016/12/01/leicester-nativebecomes-ny-guards-top-warrant-officer/94751306/
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Massena woman completes Army's basic combat training and advanced
individual training
North Country Now, Thursday, December 1, 2016:

Pfc. Kaitlyn Northrop of Massena recently completed the Army's basic combat training
and advanced individual training, culminating with a ceremony Nov. 6 at the Aurburn
Armory to mark the start of training with their new unit, the 206th Military Police
Company.
The ceremony marks completion of the National Guard Recruit Sustainment Program,
a preparatory training program that provides new recruits with training, lessons and
skills in initial military training.
The soldiers will now embark on their traditional National Guard service to state and
nation as part time “Citizen Soldiers,” according to a press release.
"The handoff ceremony marks the introduction of our new soldiers to their unit and
receiving new shoulder insignia, highlighting the start of their military service here in
New York to serve state and nation," said Major General Anthony P. German.
"I congratulate these soldiers for their initial accomplishments in training as their first
milestone of a career as a Citizen Soldier."
For more information about the New York Army National Guard visit
www.dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com.

http://northcountrynow.com/honors-recognition/massena-woman-completes-armysbasic-combat-training-and-advanced-individual
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Halfmoon colonel to lead 53rd Troop Command
Times Union ,November 27, 2016:

Col. Michel Natali of Halfmoon, a veteran of the Iraq war, has been selected to
command the New York Army National Guard's 53rd Troop Command at the Camp
Smith Training Site near Peekskill.
Natali will lead more than 4,000 soldiers in military police, transportation, supply,
engineer, and other Army National Guard support units located across the state.
Natali, who currently serves as the deputy commander of the 53rd Troop Command,
will take on his new duties during a change of command ceremony at Camp Smith on
Saturday.
He replaces Brig. Gen. Michael Swezey of Cohoes and a West Point graduate, who
will be retiring after 36 years in the Army, Army Reserve and Army National Guard.
In civilian life, Natali is a State Police investigator, assigned to the New York State
Intelligence Center.
A native of Watertown, Natali was commissioned into the Military Intelligence Corps
in May 1987 after receiving a Reserve Officers Training Corps Commission at
Norwich University, Northfield, Vt.
He has served on active duty including commanding Headquarters Company of the
110th Military Intelligence Battalion and intelligence collection manager for the 10th
Mountain Division Intelligence Section at Fort Drum. He also served as battalion
intelligence officer for the 5th Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 8th Infantry Division in
Mainz, Germany.
While serving with the 10th Mountain Division, Natali deployed to Haiti supporting
Operation Uphold Democracy, to Somalia in support of Operation Restore Hope and to
South Florida as part of the military response to Hurricane Andrew.
Natali joined the New York Army National Guard in December 1996. His National
Guard assignments included intelligence officer of the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, intelligence officer for the 42nd Infantry Division Headquarters, deputy
commander of the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, commander of the 106th

Regional Training Institute, and most recently director for intelligence and security
Joint Forces Headquarters-New York.
He deployed to Iraq with the 42nd Infantry Division as deputy intelligence officer in
2005. He has also served as an active duty Guardsman as assistant chief of staff for
intelligence for the 42nd Infantry Division and as the commander of the New York
National Guard Counter Drug Task Force.
He is also a graduate of the Command and General Staff College and the United States
Army War College. Natali earned a bachelor of arts from Norwich University, a
masters in public administration from Marist College and a masters of strategic studies
from the Army War College.
The colonel has earned a Bronze Star Medal, a Meritorious Service Medal, an Army
Commendation Medal, an Army Achievement Medal, a Humanitarian Service Medal
and an Army Parachutist badge.
Soldiers advance
Joshua Gioeli of Schenectady was promoted to captain while on duty with the New
York Army National Guard's B Troop, 2nd Battalion, 101 Cavalry (Reconnaissance,
Surveillance and Target Acquisition).
Alicia Seda of Albany advanced to captain while on duty with Company C, 101st
Signal Battalion.
Joseph McMillen of Troy was promoted to second lieutenant while serving with the
719th Transportation Company.
Kenneth Redick of Rensselaer advanced to chief warrant officer 4 while on duty with
Joint Force Headquarters.
Brian Manny of Greenfield Center was promoted to master sergeant while assigned to
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 369th Sustainment Brigade.
Brooke Leavitt of Troy was promoted to sergeant first class while assigned to Joint
Force Headquarters.
Others promoted:
Specialist: Sarah Bliss, Hannacroix, Division Signal Company, 42nd Infantry Division;
John Cavanaugh, Warrensburg, Signal Company, 42nd Infantry Division; Mason
Hoefer, Mechanicville, Company E (Forward Support Company Infantry), 427th
Brigade Support Battalion; Jesse Maher, 1156th Engineer Company; Daekwon Maye,
Rotterdam, Headquarters and Support Company, 42nd Infantry Division; James
McGill, Westerlo, Intelligence and Sustainment Company, 42nd Infantry Division;

Morgan Moseley, Chatham, Signal Company, 42nd Infantry Division; William
Newton, Spencertown, Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 104th Military
Police Battalion; and Jamie Pratt, Latham, Intelligence and Sustainment Company,
42nd Infantry Division.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Halfmoon-colonel-to-lead-53rd-TroopCommand-10638996.php
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Ward completes guard training
The Leader - Herald, 11/30/16:

LATHAM - Major Gen. Anthony P. German, the adjutant general of New York,
announced the recent service accomplishment of members of the New York Army
National Guard in recognition of their initial commitment to serve community, state
and nation.
Pvt. Ellery Ward from Fort Johnson completed the Army's basic combat training and
advanced individual training, culminating with a ceremony held Nov. 6 at the
Queensbury Soldier Readiness Center in Queensbury to mark start of training with their
new unit, the Company E (Forward Support Infantry), 427th Brigade Support Battalion.
The ceremony marks Ward's completion of the National Guard Recruit Sustainment
Program, a preparatory training program that provides new recruits with training,
lessons and skills to excel at initial military training.
The soldiers will now embark on their traditional National Guard service to state and
nation as part-time citizen soldiers.
"The hand off ceremony marks the introduction of our new soldiers to their unit and
receiving new shoulder insignia, highlighting the start of their military service here in
New York to serve state and nation," German said in a news release. "I congratulate
these soldiers for their initial accomplishments in training as their first milestone of a
career as a citizen soldier. Every soldier or airman in every unit across our state plays
an important role in defending our homeland and serving our nation. We welcome
these newest citizen soldiers as part of our New York National Guard family."
For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit
www.dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com.
http://www.leaderherald.com/news/in-brief/2016/11/ward-completes-guard-training/
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