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109th Airlift Wing
Mechanic fixes planes in Antarctica
Mansfield News Journal (Ohio): October 12, 2014

MANSFIELD – Tech Sgt. Justin Flores works on propulsion systems — including the
engines and propellers of the C-130Hs — at the 179th Airlift Wing of the Ohio Air National
Guard base at Mansfield Lahm Airport.
His mechanical skills are put to work in some far away places, too.
Flores, 27, who lives outside Mansfield near Charles Mill Lake, has deployed to Germany,
Puerto Rico, Haiti, Afghanistan and Antarctica since joining the wing in 2005. Come January,
Flores will return to Antarctica.
Guard members from the 179th support the 109th Stratton Airlift Wing out of New York in
Antarctica. The C-130s out are equipped with skis to land on ice and snow.
"We help because there is high demand, a lot of people that have to go year in and year out
and that's why we help. We've developed such a good relationship with them. We deployed
with them to Afghanistan in 2009 and shortly after that we started going to the ice," he said.
"It started with a few of us going and now 25 to 30 from maintenance go to give them a break
from having to go so much."
The mission formerly belonged to the Coast Guard.
Flores said the deployment rotation to Antarctica is for anywhere from a month to 2½ months.
In January he will go with several others from maintenance at the 179th working 12 to 14hour shifts, working and sleeping in 24-hours of daylight.
Flores said he and other mechanics fix things, working six or seven days a week.
Temperatures are sometimes like Ohio since January is the dead of their summer, he added.

"Their mission (109th) is tasked to help the National Science Foundation," Flores said. "That
could be hauling workers, scientists, equipment."
"The open season for the scientists and for us is typically October through the end of
February," Flores said.
He said the 109th also does search and rescue and mapping (the path for all the vehicles
which travel on the ice).
Flores said the scientists study the world's southernmost volcano, at McMurdo Station on
Ross Island in Antarctica. Scientists also study migration of animals and more.
"I like going there," he said. "It's pretty fun to go to Antarctica," he said.
Originally from Texas, Flores has been full time since 2008 as an aircraft mechanic at the
base.
In April he completed his bachelor's degree in technical management and is studying toward
his MBA.
He works with several other guard members in the shop, building up spare propellers and
engines.
http://www.mansfieldnewsjournal.com/story/news/local/2014/10/11/mechanic-fixes-planesantarctica/17113831/
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Operation Deep Freeze: New York Air National Guard unit set for annual
Antarctica mission
Associated Press: October 17, 2014

SCOTIA, New York — A New York Air National Guard unit based near Albany is gearing
up for its annual mission to the South Pole.
The Schenectady County-based 109th Airlift Wing is about to launch its 27th season in
support of Operation Deep Freeze in Antarctica. National Guard officials say more than 120
Air Guard members from New York will be involved in the mission, which lasts into March.
The air wing is the only unit in the U.S. military that flies ski-equipped LC-130s. They'll
being flying eight of the aircraft while supporting National Science Foundation scientists in
remote locations.

The 109th expects to conduct more than 350 missions during the operation, up from the 285
missions flown last year. They'll deliver more than 5 million pounds of fuel and cargo along
with transporting nearly 4,500 passengers.
http://www.dailyjournal.net/view/story/7634f125aeeb400ca88922c3655f79a7/NY--AirGuard-Antarctica/
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Operation Deep Freeze Takes Off in Scotia
Time Warner Cable News, October 17, 2014

SCOTIA, N.Y. -- Ski-equipped LC-130's allows a U.S. Air Force base able to participate in
Operation Deep Freeze.
On the bottom of the planes are a set of skis, so when the wheels go up, the skis come down.
The base in Scotia is the only U.S. Military base to have these types of planes which is why
for the past 27 years they've been heading off to Antarctica for Operation Deep Freeze.
The mission is to train, equip and deploy Airmen to support national objectives around the
world, and respond to homeland threats.
While deployed in Antarctica, crews will provide airlift and polar airdrop support, to help the
National Science Foundation with research.
This year's mission is going to be bigger than ever from now until March, crews will conduct
more than 350 missions, and nearly 3,000 hours are expected to be flown.
The first LC-130 takes off at 9:30 Friday morning.
Return to top

Citizens Preparedness
State offers disaster preparedness training in Oswego on Oct. 28
Oswego.com: October 16, 2014

New York State is offering two-hour training sessions for residents to have the tools and resources to prepare for
any type of disaster, respond accordingly and recover as quickly as possible. In Oswego, a session will be held at
6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 28, in SUNY Oswego’s Marano Campus Center auditorium.

Participants are required to register in advance at http://www.prepare.ny.gov/training-events.
“With severe weather events becoming more frequent and more extreme, it is more important
than ever that New Yorkers are prepared for disasters and know what to do in an emergency,”
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo said.
Trainings will be led by the New York National Guard, working with experts from the
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services’ Office of Emergency Management
and Office of Fire Prevention and Control.
Training sessions are coordinated with local county emergency management personnel.
Oswego’s session is endorsed by the governor, state Sen. Patty Ritchie, Assembly members
Will Barclay and Bob Oaks, Oswego County Legislature Chairman Kevin Gardner and
Minority Leader Michael Kunzwiler, and Oswego Mayor Tom Gillen.
The training course will provide an introduction to responding to a natural or man-made
disaster. Participants will be advised on how to properly prepare for any disaster, including
developing a family emergency plan and stocking up on emergency supplies.
A key component of this training is distribution of free New York State Disaster Preparedness
Kits to all participants (one per family) containing key items to assist individuals in the
immediate aftermath of a disaster. Items in the kit include an AM-FM pocket radio with
batteries, packs of drinking water, food bars, a first aid kit, duct tape and other items that may
be useful in the event of a disaster.
Together, the training and kits will help New Yorkers be the most-trained and best-prepared
citizens in the country.
More information is available online at http://www.prepare.ny.gov.
http://www.oswego.edu/news/index.php/site/news_story/preparedness_october
Return to top

Military Museum
Confederate officer's wartime diary decoded
Associated Press: October 13, 2014

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. (AP) — A century and a half after Confederate officer James
Malbone wrote his Civil War diary partly in code, a couple of Yankees have figured out why
he took the precaution: He liked to gossip.

Sprinkled amid entries on camp recipes and casualties are encrypted passages in which
Malbone dishes on such juicy topics as a fellow soldier who got caught in bed with another
man's wife.
Malbone also writes about meeting the wife of Confederate President Jefferson Davis and
describes her looks in an apparent echo of rumors at the time that she may have been of
mixed race.
"That's pretty shocking," said Kent D. Boklan, the Queens College computer science
professor and former National Security Agency cryptographer who deciphered Malbone's
code with little difficulty. "It's a military diary and you expect military information, but you
don't expect the first lady of the Confederacy to make an appearance in this diary."
According to Boklan, Malbone's encrypted entry about Varina Howell Davis describes her as
"dark complected" with "very very brown skin dark eyes" and "high cheek bones wide
mouth."
Davis' wife was a well-educated woman for her time, and as a result, was the target of "all
kind of gossipy innuendos from the ladies" in Richmond, Virginia, the Confederate capital,
according to Sam Craghead of the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond.
Malbone, a lieutenant with the 6th Virginia Infantry Regiment, was severely wounded in the
arm at the Battle of Chancellorsville in 1863. Assigned to light duty behind the lines, he used
a leather-bound pocket diary to jot down his thoughts and even a poem.
Many of the entries were in a code he devised himself, consisting of a variety of symbols,
including punctuation marks and a dollar sign, that corresponded to letters of the alphabet.
Other entries — names of deserters, costs of supplies — were written in plain text because the
diary would have been submitted to his superiors so they could copy the information for their
official records, according to Jim Gandy, librarian at the New York State Military Museum.
Gandy said the journal probably came into the possession of a New York soldier at the end of
the war and wound up in the state's vast collection. It is the only Confederate diary in the
museum. There is no record there of Malbone's ultimate fate.
It wasn't until 2012 that a museum volunteer discovered the diary was written partly in code.
The museum contacted Boklan, who had broken Union and Confederate codes used in other
documents, and he completed the deciphering after working on it for a week in January.
"Technically, this is not very hard to break," Boklan said. "There were some odd things. With
a little bit of work and patience everything worked out."
Online:
http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/Malbone.htm

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/52d54ef335fd4295b64487efaded4f8e/confederate-officerswartime-diary-decoded
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150-year-old diary shows Civil War soldier liked gossip
WNYT: October 14, 2014

SARATOGA SPRINGS - The diary of a Civil War soldier contains many of the entries one
might expect---references to food, and casualties, even headlines of the time.
But the diary of Confederate Lt. James Malbone of Virginia is different. Part of it is written in
code.
It is part of the collection of the New York State Military Museum.
"The only diary in our collection that has a code," said Jim Gandy, assistant librarian and
archivist.
A museum volunteer, Jerrie Hinchman, spent a year-and-a-half transcribing it, complete with
all of the symbols and punctuation marks that doubled as letters.
Then they sent it off to Kent Boklan, a professor at Queens College and NSA-trained
cryptographer, who cracked the code.
And it turns out, Lt. Malbone liked to dish dirt. As first reported by the Associated Press,
Malbone wrote of a soldier getting caught with another man's wife, his own sexual
encounters, and he wrote about the first lady of the Confederacy, Varina Howell Davis, wife
of President Jefferson Davis.
There were rumors at the time that Davis was black or of mixed race. Malbone, apparently
bought into those rumors, describing Davis as "dark complected" with "very very brown skin
dark eyes" and "high cheek bones wide mouth."
As an officer who handled the accounting, Malbone would have to share his diary with
superiors. The code allowed him to keep some of his writing secret, avoiding the scandal of
an officer writing badly of the Commander-in-Chief's wife.
"It would be scandalous today, so I imagine back then, just as much so," said Gandy.
The museum has no plans to put the diary on display, but there are links to both the original
and transcribed on the museum's web site."

http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S3590139.shtml
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150-year old Confederate diary gives up its secrets to volunteer code breaker
Civil War Family, October, 10, 2014

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. (Oct. 8, 2014) --A university professor who is also a former
government code breaker, and a retired college financial aid director teamed up to transcribe
and decode the secrets in a 150-year-old Confederate diary discovered in the collections of
the New York State Military Museum in Saratoga Springs, New York.
The Military Museum is administered by the New York State Division of Military and Naval
Affairs, the state agency which oversees the New York Army and Air National Guard.
Written in 1863 and 1864, by Confederate Army Lt. James Malbone, an officer in Company
B, 6th Virginia Infantry, the diary records information about Soldiers in his unit, items he's
bought and sold, his African-American slaves, the faithlessness of other officers' wives,
Confederate deserters, women, and military movements.
To keep some of this private, Malbone used a code of letters and symbols.
Among that coded information is Malbone's speculation about race of Varina Davis, the wife
of Confederate President Jefferson Davis.
Encoded In his diary: Malbone recorded that he saw her and that she was "dark complected"
and had "very very brown skin, dark eyes" and "high cheek bones wide mouth." This was
undoubtedly a reference to African-American features and possible ancestry, said Dr. Kent
Boklan, who broke the code.
In the slave-owning Confederacy of 1864, these musings would have been explosive
statements, said Boklan, a Queens College associate professor of computer science and
National Security Agency-trained cryptographer.
Boklan, who has decrypted other historic documents, said people used codes in their diaries to
keep military information, gossip, and ruminations about sex a secret from prying eyes.
Malbone's diary contained a little of each.
James Malbone, according to Civil War records, was shot in the arm at the Battle of
Chancellorsville, in May 1863, and detailed to perform rear areas duties in Petersburg,
Virginia, which is near Richmond. This gave him the opportunity to see the Confederate
president and his wife.

The Malbone dairy is one of 60 that he's found in the collections of the Military Museum, said
museum librarian Jim Gandy.
The museum's collections date back to 1863, when the governor of New York directed a state
militia officer to collect items related to New York's participation in the Civil War. Today
those collections include thousands of documents and items, ranging from the key to
Jefferson Davis' liquor cabinet to a uniform worn by a New York Army National Guard
Soldier in Iraq.
One of the museum's projects is to transcribe the information found on historic documents in
the collection and put it online so that historians and ordinary citizens can access the
information without coming to the library, Gandy said. The Malbone diary is the tenth to get
posted on the museum's website.
Putting the information online takes dedicated volunteers, Gandy said, and that's where Jerrie
Hinchman, a retired college finance director who used to live in Wilton, New York, but now
lives in Delaware, comes into the story.
She had time on her hands and wanted to volunteer for something, and when she saw a notice
about Gandy seeking help she signed up, Hinchman explained. She's always been interested
in history, Hinchman said, and the project of putting old diaries on line sounded fascinating.
"I think it is great resource material for the historian and the genealogist and family
researchers," she said.
"It is one thing to read something in a history book or novel, but there is something special
about reading somebody's words written in real time," Hinchman said. "You get a different
perspective. You can just see how life influenced them, how their thinking changes, what
influences them."
Taking a 150-year-old hand-written document, trying to decipher what that person is saying,
and turning it into a typed transcript for a 21st Century audience can be challenging,
Hinchman said. Handwriting skills of the authors' vary, pages get torn, and ink fades, she
explained
As she went through Malbone's diary she discovered two things, Hinchman recalled.
She found she couldn't understand some of what Malbone has written, because he used
symbols and put letters in places where they didn't make sense. She also learned that she
didn't like James Malbone very much, Hinchman said.
"His attitude towards slavery, how he treated his slaves, how he felt about the North and how
he treated women; it was really bad," Hinchman said. "He was a horrible person."

She couldn't do anything about the kind of person James Malbone was, but she did decide that
he was writing in code and she could try to find a Confederate code key online and break the
code, Hinchman recalled.
She didn't find a key to Malbone's code, but she did find Dr. Kent Boklan on the internet,
Gandy said.
Boklan had broken other old codes. He is the author of papers on how he broke Confederate
and Union codes found in old documents and how he had decoded a War of 1812 diary.
Gandy reached out to Boklan to ask him if he wanted to give the Malbone diary a try. Gandy
provided Boklan with Hinchman's transcriptions and Boklan went to work.
Boklan identified places in Malbone's diary where he wrote in both plain text and his code of
symbols and used those sections of the diary to decipher all the coded messages.
"He (Malbone) did some strange things," Boklan said. "Sometimes he would take a little and
encrypt it and he would mix things up. In the most provocative section -- the reference to Mrs.
Davis -- he writes the word dark four different ways," Boklan said. "Sometimes he does
encrypt. Other times he does not."
"Generally speaking, the homebrew methods we are talking about here are not as
sophisticated as official ciphers," Boklan said, referring to the Union and Confederate codes
he has broken in the past.
"The difficult challenge is deciphering the handwriting," he said.
Technically what Malbone did is called ciphering, because he replaced letters in a message
with different letters or symbols, Boklan said. A code is when words are replaced with
different words, he explained.
While Hinchman learns a lot about the motivations of people in the past by reading their
diaries, Boklan said he learns about people by breaking their codes.
"Breaking diary ciphers tells you a lot about the motives of the diarist," he said. "It has been
150 years since Malbone wrote this diary, but human motivations have not changed much in
150 years."
"It really helps me understand how people think, by how they protect their information,"
Boklan said.
The diary of James Malbone can be read online at the New York State Military Museum
website at http://dmna.ny.gov/historic/reghist/civil/Malbone.htm.
http://www.civilwarfamily.us/2014/10/150-year-old-confederate-diary-gives-up-its-secretsto-volunteer-code-breaker.html
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Confederate officer's wartime diary decoded
Associated Press: October, 13, 2014

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. (AP) — A century and a half after Confederate officer James Malbone wrote his
Civil War diary partly in code, a couple of Yankees have figured out why he took the precaution: He liked to
gossip.

Sprinkled amid entries on camp recipes and casualties are encrypted passages in which
Malbone dishes on such juicy topics as a fellow soldier who got caught in bed with another
man's wife.
Malbone also writes about meeting the wife of Confederate President Jefferson Davis and
describes her looks in an apparent echo of rumors at the time that she may have been of
mixed race.
"That's pretty shocking," said Kent D. Boklan, the Queens College computer science
professor and former National Security Agency cryptographer who deciphered Malbone's
code with little difficulty. "It's a military diary and you expect military information, but you
don't expect the first lady of the Confederacy to make an appearance in this diary."
According to Boklan, Malbone's encrypted entry about Varina Howell Davis describes her as
"dark complected" with "very very brown skin dark eyes" and "high cheek bones wide
mouth."
Davis' wife was a well-educated woman for her time, and as a result, was the target of "all
kind of gossipy innuendos from the ladies" in Richmond, Virginia, the Confederate capital,
according to Sam Craghead of the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond.
Malbone, a lieutenant with the 6th Virginia Infantry Regiment, was severely wounded in the
arm at the Battle of Chancellorsville in 1863. Assigned to light duty behind the lines, he used
a leather-bound pocket diary to jot down his thoughts and even a poem.
Many of the entries were in a code he devised himself, consisting of a variety of symbols,
including punctuation marks and a dollar sign, that corresponded to letters of the alphabet.
Other entries — names of deserters, costs of supplies — were written in plain text because the
diary would have been submitted to his superiors so they could copy the information for their
official records, according to Jim Gandy, librarian at the New York State Military Museum.
Gandy said the journal probably came into the possession of a New York soldier at the end of
the war and wound up in the state's vast collection. It is the only Confederate diary in the
museum. There is no record there of Malbone's ultimate fate.

It wasn't until 2012 that a museum volunteer discovered the diary was written partly in code.
The museum contacted Boklan, who had broken Union and Confederate codes used in other
documents, and he completed the deciphering after working on it for a week in January.
"Technically, this is not very hard to break," Boklan said. "There were some odd things. With
a little bit of work and patience everything worked out."
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/52d54ef335fd4295b64487efaded4f8e/confederate-officerswartime-diary-decoded
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Coded Civil-War Diary Dishes on 1st Lady's Race:Southern officer James
Malbone pens diary behind the lines
Newser, October. 13 , 2014

(Newser) – A wounded Confederate officer found time for a little fun during the Civil War
while working behind the lines—by gossiping in his diary, and in code no less. The diary of
James Malbone, now at the New York State Military Museum, includes entries on the
Confederacy's first lady and a soldier who slept with another guy's wife, the AP reports.
"That's pretty shocking," says former NSA cryptographer Ken Boklan, who broke the simple
code. "It's a military diary and you expect military information, but you don't expect the first
lady of the Confederacy to make an appearance in this diary." Indeed, Malbone wrote about
meeting Confederate President Jefferson Davis' wife, Varina Howell Davis, and rehashed
rumors that she might have been of mixed race.
Malbone describes Davis as "dark complected" with "high cheek bones wide mouth" and
"very very brown skin dark eyes." His code involved various symbols, like a dollar sign and
punctuation marks, that represented letters of the alphabet. But other matters, like supply
costs and names of deserters, Malbone wrote about in regular text—no doubt because they
would have been copied by others for official records. Malbone, of the 6th Virginia Infantry
Regiment, wrote the entries after his arm was badly injured in the Battle of Chancellorsville
in 1863. "Technically, this is not very hard to break," says Boklan. "With a little bit of work
and patience everything worked out." See scans or a transcription of the diary, or read about a
rare photo of a Robert E. Lee slave
http://www.newser.com/story/197179/confederate-diary-dishes-gossip-in-code.html
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Confederate soldier's deciphered Civil War diary full of surprises

The Week: October 14, 2014

The just-cracked code a Confederate officer used for his Civil War diary wasn't to keep
military actions a secret; it was to protect gossip from the front lines.
James Malbone wrote straightforwardly about casualties and his day-to-day thoughts, but he
brought out the code for entries about a soldier who was found in bed with another man's
wife, The Associated Press reports. Malbone also wrote details about Varina Howell Davis,
Confederate President Jefferson Davis' wife, saying she had "high cheek bones wide mouth"
and was possibly of mixed race.
"That's pretty shocking," Kent D. Boklan, a former National Security Agency cryptographer
who figured out Malbone's code, told AP. "It's a military diary and you expect military
information, but you don't expect the first lady of the Confederacy to make an appearance in
this diary."
Malbone's fate is unknown. Somehow, his diary made it to New York, where it wound up at
the New York State Military Museum. In 2012, a volunteer looking at the diary realized that
parts were in a code consisting of symbols, which ended up corresponding to the letters of the
alphabet. Boklan said that "technically" it was not hard to figure out. "With a little bit of work
and patience, everything worked out," he said.
http://theweek.com/speedreads
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New York Air National Guard
Military achievements by local residents week of October 13 to 17
Syracuse Post Standard: October 16, 2014

Air Force Airman Brett J. Simmons graduated from basic military training at Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Kim M. and Gerald J. Simmons, of
North Syracuse, and is a 2013 graduate of Cicero-North Syracuse High School.
Pfc. Anthony J. Renne Jr., completed basic training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris
Island, S.C. He is the son of Anthony and Vicki Renee, of Central Square, and is a 2012
graduate of P.V. Moore High School.

Air Force Airman Tyler K. Lockwood graduated from basic military training at Joint Base
San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Doreen E. Forbes, of Memphis
and Kenneth B. Lockwood, of Fulton. He is a 2012 graduate of G. Ray Bodley High School.
Carson E. Clabeaux is an Amy Reserve Officer's Training Corps cadet involved in cadet
language and cultural immersion training. He is the son of Denise Clabeaux and Danny
Clabeaux, of New Woodstock, and is a 2013 graduate of Cazenovia Central School District.
He is currently a student at University of Scranton, Pa.
Air Force Airman 1st Class Aleksa A. Colby graduated from basic military training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. She is the daughter of Alexis Colby, of
Webberville, Ariz., and the granddaughter of Karen Huebner and Richard Huebner, of
Baldwinsville.
Air Traffic Controller, 1st Class Petty Officer (AW/SW) Jason Bottino retired honorably on
July 31, 2014, after 20 years. He is the son of Donna and Rich Korte, of Liverpool, and is a
1993 graduate of East Syracuse-Minoa High School.
Navy Senior Chief Petty Officer Paul F. Gilgallon has reenlisted in the Navy Reserve. He is
the son of Noah S. and Connor R. Gilgallon, of Canastota, and is a 1977 graduate of Bishop
Gallagher High School. He holds a bachelor's degree from University of Detroit.
Ryan J. Gill graduated from a three-week airborne training course, also known as "jump
school" at the U.S. Army Airborne School, Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. He is an Army
Reserve Officers' Training Corps cadet at State University of New York at Geneseo. He is the
son of Cecelia M. and Thomas W. Gill, of Scipio, and is a 2012 graduate of Southern Cayuga
High School.
Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjunct general, reenlistments of members of the New York
Army National Guard: Reenlisted are:
Sgt. Major Thomas House, of Port Byron, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team; and
Spc. Keith Gray, of Baldwinsville, with the Company D, 2-108th Infantry.
Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjunct general, announced the promotions of members of
the New York Army National Guard: Promoted are:
Jenna Crowell, of Syracuse, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, to the rank of Spc.;
Richard Reynolds, of King Ferry, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, to the rank of
Spc.; Nicholas Kachiros, of Baldwinsville, with the Company A (Distribution), 427th Brigade
Support Battalion, to the rank of Staff Sgt; Tyler Kennedyizzo, of North Syracuse, with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, to the rank
of Sgt; Brandon Vanwormer, of Pulaski, with the Forward Support Company, 204th Engineer
Battalion, to the rank of Spc.; Richard Buck, of Baldwinsville, to the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion, to the rank of Private; Courtney
Ellis, of Chittenango, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military

Police Battalion, to the rank of Private; James Hand, of Jordan, with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion, to the rank of Sgt 1st Class; Daniel
Reynonds, of Liverpool, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427th Brigade
Support Battalion, to the rank of Staff Sgt; and Jordan Riggall, of Marietta, to the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion, to the rank of
Spc.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/10/military_achievements_by_local_residents
_week_of_october_13_to_17.html
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New York Army National Guard
Saluting our Service Members
Democrat and Chronicle: October 15, 2014

The following were promoted to their current ranks with the New York Army National
Guard: Sgt. Stevin Karlsen of Pittsford; Master Sgt. Owen Guile of Pavilion; Staff Sgt.
Michael Barker of Geneseo; Chief Warrant Officer 4 Michael Risewick of Le Roy; Pvt. Riley
Jensen of Phelps; Pvt. Sheldyn Dysard of Albion; Pfc. Christopher Santiago of Newark; Pvt.
Colby Baker of Palmyra; Sgt. Philip Robb of Spencerport; Pvt. Marlon Collins of Chili; Spc.
Jordon Pool of Canandaigua; Staff Sgt. Ira Johnson of Bergen; Staff Sgt. Brian Davis of
Mount Morris; Staff Sgt. Eugene Corbett and Staff Sgt. Bishop Fargo, both of Greece; Pvt.
Michael Johnson and Sgt. Louis Chraston, both of Medina; and Pfc. Jamie Wagner, Pvt.
Jordan Williams, Sgt. Jonathan Gilmore, Pvt. Halle Griffin and Sgt. 1st Class Jeffrey Parish,
all of Rochester.
http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2014/10/15/saluting-servicemembers/17308291/
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World War II vet presides over promotion ceremony
Livingston County News: October. 17, 2014:

Livingstone County News, Oct. 17

Retired Lt. Col. Joseph McManus, a decorated World War II veteran, salutes a soldier from
the New York Army National Guard during a promotion ceremony conducted Oct. 11 at the
National Warplane Museum in Geneseo.
By Sally Santora, For The LCN | Posted 7 hours ago
GENESEO — Retired Lt. Col. Joseph McManus stood face to face with 11 members of the
New York Army National Guard’s 108th Infantry Regiment and saluted them one by one as
he placed the stripes on their fatigues, marking their promotions, during a Saturday ceremony
at the National Warplane Museum, 3489 Big Tree Lane.
McManus, a decorated veteran of World War II’s Battle of the Bulge, served with the 108th
during the war. He received two Bronze Stars for Valor during his service.
Company A of the 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry of the New York Army National Guard is a
light infantry company headquartered at the state Armory in Geneseo.
The day began with 80 Guard members conducting a 3-mile tactical road march from the
Geneseo Armory to the Warplane Museum on Big Tree Lane in Geneseo.
Dawn Schaible, director of planning and government affairs for the National Warplane
Museum, presented official certificates to each promoted soldier on behalf of Congressman
Chris Collins.
Soldiers receiving promotions were:












Sgt. Stephen Kim of Harrison to Staff Sgt.,
Specialist Nathan Berry of Alden to Sgt.,
Specialist Brandon McGregor of Hornell to Sgt.,
Specialist Joseph Liotino of Elmira to Sgt.,
Specialist Ryan Dibble of Rochester to Sgt.,
Private Darren Lofton of Rochester to Private First Class,
Private Drew Lord of Wayland to Pfc.,
Private Jonathan Beaudin of Niagara Falls to Pfc.,
Private Nelson Ortiz of Rochester to Pfc.,
Private Jose Grullon of Cheektowagato Private, and
Private William Sotorivera of Rochester to Private.

After the promotion ceremony, the soldiers gathered around McManus and he shared with
them his experiences in the National Guard 108th Infantry. He said he is always proud of the
service of the 108th, including its 2004 deployment to Iraq and its 2012 deployment to
Afghanistan where it lost four soldiers.
McManus, who lives in Irondquoit, joined the New York Army National Guard in February
1938 as a private in Company H, 108th Infantry Regiment which drilled at the East Main
Street Armory in Rochester. In October 1940, the New York National Guard’s 27th Division

was mobilized, along with National Guard units across the United States, in response to the
German victory over France in May 1940.
The 27th Division trained at Fort McClellan, Ala., and after Pearl Harbor was attacked on
Dec. 7, 1941, was sent to Hawaii to help defend that outpost. Along the way the 108th
Regiment was charged with defending Hollywood and Beverly Hills from a Japanese
invasion, if one had occurred.
McManus was assigned the job of Company H 1st Sgt, responsible for the day-to-day
organization of the company while the unit was in Hawaii.
He was selected to attend Officer Candidate School and, after being commissioned as a
second lieutenant, was assigned to the 84th Infantry Division as an infantry officer. The 84th
Division landed in Europe in November 1944 and McManus and his men were in company
for 170 days, fighting in the Roer Valley and Belgium during the Battle of the Bulge. The
division crossed the Rhine and linked up with Russian troops coming from the east in May
1945 just before the end of the war in Europe.
During his service, McManus was awarded two Bronze Star Medals with V for valor, Device
the European-Middle Eastern-African Campaign Medal with three battle stars, the AsiaticPacific
http://www.thelcn.com/lifestyles/world-war-ii-vet-presides-over-promotionceremony/article_ef4c6058-5593-11e4-a090-a37726d90c3d.html?mode=jqm
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McManus Leads Promotion Ceremony
WXXI: October 11, 2014

GENESEO, N.Y. - A promotion ceremony here Saturday featured a 93-year old World War II
veteran of the New York Army National Guard's 108th Infantry Regiment. Retired New York
Army National Guard Lt. Col. Joseph McManus of Irondequoit presided at the promotion of
11 members of Company A, 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry at the National Warplane Museum
in Geneseo. McManus holds two Bronze Stars for Valor.
Prior to the ceremony, 80 members of Company A, 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry marched in
full field gear (without weapons) the three miles from their base at the Geneseo Armory to the
Museum.
McManus joined the New York Army National Guard in February of 1938 and was mobilized
with the Guard’s 27th Division in 1940 to serve as an officer in the 84th Infantry Division in
Europe in World War II.

The state Guard tells WXXI that during his service McManus was awarded two Bronze Star
Medals with V for valor, Device the European-Middle Eastern-African Campaign Medal with
three battle stars, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, the American Campaign Medal, the
American Defense Medal, the Occupation Medal-Germany and the World War II Victory
Medal. He also earned the right to wear the Combat Infantryman's Badge, which is awarded
to Infantry Soldiers who serve in combat.
After World War II, McManus rejoined the New York Army National Guard in Rochester
and served in leadership and command positions with the 898th, 127th, and 106th AntiAircraft Artillery Battalions, as well as the 270th Armored Field Artillery Battalion.
In civilian life he worked for the General Railway Signal Company, retiring as vice president
of human resources.
http://wxxinews.org/post/mcmanus-leads-promotion-ceremony
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WWII vet presiding at National Guard promotions
Associated Press: October 11, 2014

GENESEO, N.Y. – A World War II combat veteran will preside at a promotion ceremony
being held for 11 Army National Guard soldiers in western New York.
The soldiers being promoted are members of Co. A, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment.
They’ll be among 80 members of the unit who will make a road mark at noon Saturday from
the Geneseo Armory to the nearby National Warplane Museum, where retired Lt. Col. Joseph
McManus will preside over the promotion ceremony.
The 93-year Irondequoit resident enlisted in the New York National Guard in 1938. He was
among the thousands of New York Guardsmen called up in October 1940 when the 27th
Division was mobilized.
McManus served in the 108th Regiment before being assigned to an infantry division that
fought its way across Europe. He retired after 26 years in the military.
http://www.dailyrecord.com/story/life/2014/10/11/wwii-vet-presiding-national-guardpromotions/17097137/
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Greenport Resident Selected To Participate In Warrant Officer Candidate
Program
North Fork Patch: October 13, 2014

The New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs announced Friday that the New
York Army National Guard Specialist Aaron Pacholk, a Greenport resident, has been selected
to participate in the Army National Guard’s Warrant Officer Candidate program.
Pacholk, who joined the New York Army National Guard in 2011, recently returned from a
year long deployment to Kuwait with Company B of the 642nd Aviation Support Battalion.
In civilian life he works for the Internal Revenue Service.
Army warrant officers are technical experts who posses special skills and expertise they range
from intelligence specialists, to administrative experts, to artillery fire support technicians to
helicopter pilots. They receive their name because they receive a “warrant” appointing them
to their positions and not the commission that traditional officers receive.
Warrant Officers fall between the non-commissioned officer corps (sergeants) and the
commissioned officers (lieutenants to generals) in the Army chain of command.
Pacholk is currently an aircraft mechanic. After completing Warrant Officer School he will
serve as a UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter pilot in Company B, 3rd Battalion 142nd Aviation
which is based at the Albany International Airport in Latham.
Pacholk holds a bachelors degree in criminology and a masters degree in homeland security
management
http://patch.com/new-york/northfork/greenport-resident-selected-participate-warrant-officercandidate-program#.VDxlviDD_4g
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