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42nd Infantry Division
National Guard Troops Train With Machine Guns On Fort Drum
WWNY TV: June 22, 2015

All soldiers, including those in the National Guard, need to know certain skills.
One of those skills is firing off a .50 caliber machine gun.
Members of the New York Army National Guard from all over state are at Fort Drum.
On Friday, the citizen-soldiers were on the range as part of their annual training.
"They're weapons that every soldier should know how to operate and should be familiarized
with," said Staff Sergeant Michael Walker of the 42nd Infantry Division.
The 42nd Infantry Division's headquarters are in Troy.
The division responded to Hurricane Sandy in 2012 and was deployed to Iraq in 2004.
http://www.wwnytv.com/news/local/National-Guard-Troops-Train-With-Machine-Guns-OnFort-Drum-308501501.html
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National Guard soldiers qualify with machine guns at Fort Drum
Watertown Daily Times: June 21, 2015

FORT DRUM — A group of soldiers from the New York National Guard were qualifying
with M2 .50-caliber machine guns at Fort Drum Friday.
he qualifying soldiers, from 42nd Infantry Division Headquarters and Headquarters
Battalion, were there as a part of a two-week annual training exercise at the post.
Also there for the annual training are soldiers from the 86th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
from Vermont and the 116th Infantry Regiment from Virginia.
The 42nd Infantry Division’s recent resume includes time in Iraq and in the New York City
area following Superstorm Sandy.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/news03/national-guard-soldiers-qualify-with-machineguns-at-fort-drum-20150621
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First Army-designed exercise replicates combat training center rotation
Army.mil; June 23, 2015

FORT DRUM, N.Y. (June 23, 2015) -- Helping to ensure select Army National Guard units
maintain readiness before deploying was the focus of the multi-echelon integrated brigade
training, or MIBT, event held here, June 13-26.
This was the first MIBT, which addresses the training needs of National Guard brigade
combat teams, also known as BCTs.
After a deployment, usually lasting about a year, a brigade combat team spends a year
resetting, then a year conducting individual training. Year four features a culminating training
event, and during year five, the unit is again available for deployment.
Ideally, BCTs have a combat training center, or CTC, rotation in training year three, but there
aren't enough slots to go around at the Joint Readiness Training Center on Fort Polk,
Louisiana, and the National Training Center on Fort Irwin, California. This created a training
gap for some brigade combat teams, and First Army created the MIBT to fill that gap.

Units trained during the first MIBT included the Virginia Army National Guard's 116th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, the Vermont Army National Guard's 86th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, and the New York Army National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division
Headquarters. Soldiers from the active-duty 10th Mountain Division's 1st Brigade served as
the opposing force. First Army designed the exercise and scenario development and also
provided exercise control, warfighter support, and observer coach/trainers.
Maj. Gen. Jeffery Bailey, First Army Division East commander, said the MIBT offers many
advantages.
"It provides a multi-echelon training environment, meaning that we can train individuals,
crews, platoons, companies, battalions, brigades and divisions, all under the cover of one
exercise," he said. "During a typical annual training period, a National Guard brigade could
do some multi-echelon training, but the problem is that they have to provide all the support
requirement internally. When I was a battalion commander, I would have Alpha Company
doing support, and Bravo and Charlie Company training, because there's no free chicken
when you're training yourself."
Besides the multi-echelon focus, the MIBT had a multi-component flavor, in support of Army
Total Force Policy, or ATFP. This policy aims to ensure that active-duty Army, Army
Reserve and Army National Guard assets are trained to the same standard. First Army is
Forces Command's designated coordinating authority for implementation of ATFP due to its
unique training mission capabilities, experienced cadre, and expertise in Total Force
readiness. Active-duty, Reserve, and National Guard assets were all incorporated into the
exercise.
The MIBT uses different echelons and components to help ensure units will be ready to
deploy when called upon.
"The design of the MBIT allows [units] who are either entering [training year three] or their
available year to come together and train in a multi-echelon environment that they couldn't do
otherwise," Bailey said. "You bring in the 42nd, who went through their warfighter last year,
along with the 116th, who went through their brigade warfighter this year, with the 86th, who
went to JRTC this year.
"It's a sustainment-training capability that has never existed in the Army before. They can
come in and train in … a CTC-like environment. Once they go to the field, they are moving
into a tactical environment and operating 24-7. The MBIT is an opportunity to keep their
skills sharp and extend the value of the readiness we have developed."
While First Army filled its usual OC/T role, it also developed and planned the exercise.
"It is a quantum leap in complexity beyond what we do in any other training exercise," Bailey
said. "This is a division, two brigades, Army Reserve units, and active-duty components
supporting this. It's huge; it's a much more complex set of events that have to be developed.

This has never happened before. This is the first time the Army has done something like this
that I am aware of.
"National Guard, active-duty and Army Reserve assets are all training together in a multiechelon, functional environment."
The exercise objectives included sustaining mission essential task list-proficiency for
National Guard BCTs and division headquarters, and providing integrated training for Army
National Guard and active-component combined arms battalions. The MIBT was conducted
alongside a combat support training exercise using the same scenario, which helped sharpen
the units' abilities to succeed in multi-component and multifunctional areas.
In remarks to Soldiers of the 116th IBCT, 42nd Infantry Division Commander Maj. Gen.
Harry Miller Jr., stressed the value of the MIBT.
"This exercise is designed to sustain your readiness; that's what this is all about," he said.
"This is a time and place to learn and to make mistakes. Learn from what the OC/Ts are
telling you."
"We have a good plan. It's not perfect, but that's why we're here," Col. Andrew Harris, deputy
commander of the 116th IBCT, told his Soldiers. "We've gotten some great assistance from
our teammates at First Army and I'm very grateful for their support. We've worked well
together so far and we will continue to do so. This gives us the chance to continue our
momentum and keep our readiness at a high level."
Soldiers, from the 42nd Infantry Division, acted as higher command for the brigades being
trained. Chief Warrant Officer 4 Kevin Hart, a construction engineer technician with the
42nd, said that National Guard units sometimes don't get a CTC rotation during training year
three, resulting in some Guard Soldiers going for years without experiencing one.
"The problem with the Reserve and National Guard is personnel consistency. You have new
people all the time, so it's good to have training like this," Hart said.
Participating in the MIBT will pay off down the road, he said. "It's an excellent training
opportunity that First Army has put together," Hart said. "There are a lot of advantages to
doing multi-echelon and multi-component training, because those [situations] will be
replicated in theatre. It's a chance to smooth out the communications, logistics and other
aspects between one command and another."
Lt. Col. Bruce Alzner of First Army Training served as lead planner for the MIBT. He
described First Army's role in the exercise as being "responsible for coordinating, planning,
supporting and overseeing the execution of the exercise."
Alzner said the MIBT's biggest challenge was a truncated timeline, with just seven months to
develop the exercise. Normally, planners have 18 months to develop an event of this scale.
There was also the challenge of the MIBT's unprecedented nature.

"The first time you do something like this, it's called the 'proof of concept.' Someone had this
idea, all this planning goes into it, and you're proofing it to see if it's going to work," he said.
"I think we can say we're successful if we can plan an exercise that increases readiness in the
brigade and allows the brigade commander to reach his training goals. Units will get
something that is bigger and better than what they could do on their own at their home station
for annual training. We want to help those brigade combat team commanders meet their
training objectives that they would meet had they gone to a CTC."
Those training objectives are being met, said Col. Samuel Fryer, exercise branch chief for the
75th Training Command, a Reserve unit, which supported the MIBT by providing mission
command enablers for brigade and battalion staff. Fryer said the MIBT is giving units a CTClike experience.
"I've worked in the combat training center arena for several years as a civilian. What I see
here is replicating that," he said. "National Guard units don't necessarily have the same
opportunity to go to a combat training center, so this gives them something similar."
http://www.army.mil/article/151005/First_Army_designed_exercise_replicates_combat_traini
ng_center_rotation/
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Combat lifesaver training's just a scream for stressed New York Army National
Guard Soldiers
Nationalguard.mil: June 23, 2015

By Sgt. J.P. Lawrence
FORT DRUM, N.Y. - The medic was yelling. "What are you waiting for?" Sgt. Michael
Madison bellowed. "This Soldier is bleeding out! What's taking so long?"
Madison, a medic with the 42nd Infantry Division Headquarters Support Company, and a
Hudson, New York, resident, was yelling at Soldiers during the last day of their combat
lifesaver course. The course trained soldiers to give medical aid during combat. To pass,
Soldiers must give aid to a mock victim as Madison yelled at them.
"If he dies, you will have to take his daughter down the aisle, and everyone will know he
won't be there for his daughter because you let him die!" Madison yelled. "Do you want that
on your conscience?"
Madison had been doing these combat lifesaver classes for a long time. Over the years, he had
at times seen Soldiers buckle under pressure, even crying at the stress of saving a victim's life.

The combat lifesaver classes began in a classroom and involves a written test, but for
Madison, learning the proper mindset was just as important as learning the proper skills.
"They can do the skill," Madison said. "They just have to practice it under stress so they can
do it in combat."
Madison was deployed to Afghanistan in 2006 as a medic. There, he learned about the
sensory overload of chaos under fire.
"You'll want to move faster than your body can actually move," Madison said. "You'll miss a
few steps on your bandage, or even something as simple as a tourniquet.
Madison had experience with these stressful scenarios in his civilian life as a emergency first
responder. This helped him learn to refocus when the world presents a frantic and scattered
picture.
"If you don't train how to slow your body down, slow down the reactions, you'll miss a vital
step," Madison said.
The important of this mindset was why Madison yelled. For Madison, it was important that
Soldiers treat the training as if it were a real life and death situation, one in which the lives of
both the patient and others are at risk.
"The chopper's waiting for you!" Madison yelled. "And here you are, and you can't find your
equipment. There's a company-sized element of enemy troops, and they're going to get you,
your patient, your troops, and the people in the chopper if you don't hurry it up!"
At times, of course, Madison's voice grew hoarse as he yelled. He said he tends to get into the
moment, to say whatever pops into his head. His yelling occasionally gave Soldiers a respite,
cutting through the tension built up in the exercise.
"Hurry it up!" Madison said at times. "I heard the mess hall's serving a great meal tonight,
and you don't want to make me late!"
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/601511/combatlifesaver-trainings-just-a-scream-for-stressed-new-york-army-national-gu.aspx
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Military Museum
Confederate Flag Remains Symbol of Controversy After Nearly 150 Years
Time Warner Cable News: June 24, 2015

South Carolina lawmakers continue to debate flying the Confederate flag over their state
capitol following what's believed to have been a racially motivated killing of nine black
parishioners at a Charleston church. Reporter Matt Hunter explores the flag's history.
ALBANY, N.Y. – The son of South Carolina natives and a long-time history professor at
SUNY Albany, Allen Ballard has watched carefully as a mournful nation reacts to last week's
deadly shooting massacre at a Charleston church.
"This is a very pivotal point in American history,” said Ballard, who teaches a course on the
American Civil War. “A big change is taking place, something I thought would not happen
for a while."
That change, which has yet to be carried out by elected leaders, is the potential lowering of
the Confederate flag over South Carolina's capitol; the last remaining American statehouse to
fly those colors.
"It’s a symbol of white supremacy, that's what it is,” said Ballard, who grew up in
Philadelphia and become one of the first two African-American students to attend Ohio’s
Kenyon College in 1948. “'I don't like black people,' that's what that flag says."
Commonly known as the "Confederate battle flag," it has been fiercely debated whether it's an
emblem of hate or southern gentility. First introduced in 1861, many fail to realize the design
was actually rejected as the official symbol of the Confederacy.
"Various designs were proposed, they ultimately settled on the three bars and stars," said
Christopher Morton, the assistant curator at the New York State Military Museum in Saratoga
Springs.
To many historians, it is unclear how or when the confederate battle flag featuring the St.
Andrew's cross design became the more widely recognized symbol of the Confederacy. It also
wasn't until long after the Civil War many began associating it with the anti-civil rights
movement.
"Its main kind of popularity is in the late 1950s and early 1960s in reaction to Brown vs.
Board [of Education]," Ballard said.
Even before South Carolina legislators make their decision, national retailers like Amazon
have halted sales of the flag. Nearly 150 years after its introduction, it is an image at the
center of a great divide.
"Still today, flags are very evocative and provocative,” Morton said.
"Will the fact that the flag comes down change things for me?” Ballard pondered Wednesday.
“I think it does change things because it does finally show that the South understands its
glorious past was a bloody and dictatorial past and a savage past."

http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2015/06/24/confederate-flag-remainssymbol-of-controversy-after-nearly-150-years.html
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New York Air National Guard
New commander takes over for New York Air National Guard
Associated Press; June 22, 2015

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - The next leader of the New York Air National Guard is taking
command of the statewide military organization this week.
Officials at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs based in suburban Albany say
Brig. Gen. Anthony German of Oneonta takes over command of the Air Guard’s nearly 6,000
members on Monday.
German replaces Maj. Gen. Verle (verl) Johnston, who retired earlier this month after
commanding the Air National Guard since 2012.
German is a former commander of the 109th Airlift Wing, based at Stratton Air National
Guard Base outside Schenectady. He’s being promoted to major general as he takes over
duties as overall commander of the nation’s largest Air National Guard.
German joined the New York Air National Guard in 1989. Two of his four children are
members of the 109th Airlift Wing.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/jun/22/new-commander-takes-over-for-newyork-air-national/#ixzz3dmxiGUmr
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New York Air National Guard promotes new major generals and changes
command
NationalGuard.mil :June 22, 2015

LATHAM, N.Y. - The nation’s largest Air National Guard promoted two brigadier generals
to major general and changed its commander on Monday in a ceremony at New York State
Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters.

“Our ceremony today is absolutely unique for us,“ said Maj. Gen. Patrick Murphy, the
adjutant general of New York, as he prepared to preside over the triple ceremony.
Brig. Gen. Anthony German, formerly the chief of staff of the New York Air National Guard
and assistant adjutant general for air , became Maj. Gen. German, and formally took
command of the 5,900-member force from Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston, who retires at the end
of June. He is the 18th commander of the New York Air National Guard.
With five flying wings and the Eastern Air Defense Sector, along with units specializing in
satellite reconnaissance, aerial operations planning and support for ground units, the New
York Air National Guard is larger than other state Air National Guards.
Brig. Gen. Kevin Bradley, the National Guard assistant to the commander of United States
Cyber Command, and New York’s assistant adjutant general for Air, was also promoted to
major general.
Both men have been outstanding officers who will continue to provide important service to
their state and nation, Murphy said.
Bradley, a veteran of the Iraq War and the Persian Gulf War, is an F-16 pilot, who
commanded the New York Air National Guard’s 174th Fighter Wing from 2008 to 2012.
During that period the 174th Fighter Wing transitioned from flying manned fighters to
operating the unmanned MQ-9 remotely piloted aircraft.
A resident of Manlius, New York, Bradley was commissioned as an Air Force officer in 1984
and has served in the New York Air National Guard since 1992.
In his remarks, Bradley emphasized the key role all members of the New York Air National
Guard play in producing successful state and federal missions.
“This is a team effort, it is a team sport,” Bradley said.
German, a master navigator, who has guided planes to the South Pole, was commissioned as
an Air Force officer in 1983 and joined the New York Air National Guard’s 109 the Airlift
Wing.
The 109th flies the largest ski-equipped aircraft in the world, the LC-130 Hercules variant,
and plays a key role in supporting science research in Antarctica and Greenland, as well as
being able to support military missions in polar regions.
Prior to becoming chief of staff of the New York Air National Guard, German commanded
the 109th Airlift Wing from 2006 to 2010.
“The New York Air National Guard is in great hands with Tony German, “Johnston, the
outgoing commander and a Schenectady, N.Y., resident, told the audience of 300. “He is a
man of great dedication, great values, and more importantly, great courage,” Johnston said.

German has made an effort to get to know all the New York Air National Guard units,
understand their missions, and understand the challenges they face, Johnston said.
German’s four adult children – Zack, Becky, Air National Guard Staff Sgt. Benjamin
German, and Air National Guard Captain Joshua German - pinned on their father’s new rank.
In his remarks, German praised the Airmen and leaders of the New York Air National Guard,
as well as his family and his friends and neighbors in Oneonta, New York.
“There are so many people in this room who make the job look easy,” German said referring
to the Air Guard leaders, as well as Army National Guard leaders, who attended the command
change. “We are a pretty large organization with a lot of great people,” he said.
German holds a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War
College in Newport, Rhode Island and has taken advanced military and national security
courses offered at Syracuse University; the George C. Marshall European Center for Security
Studies in Garmisch, Germany; the National Defense University, Washington; and Army War
College at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.
He holds the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Aerial
Achievement Medal, several awards of the Combat Readiness Medal, the Antarctica Service
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal and the National Defense Service Medal
among other awards.
The New York Air National Guard is comprised of:
•The 106th Rescue Wing, based at Westhampton Beach on Long Island, which flies the HH60 Pavehawk rescue helicopter and the HH-130 search and rescue aircraft;
•The 105th Airlift Wing, based outside Newburgh in the Hudson Valley which operates the
C-17 and also mans the largest Security Forces Squadron in the Air National Guard;
•The 109th Airlift Wing, based outside Schenectady, which flies the LC-130 “Skibird” to the
South Pole and in Greenland;
•The 174th Attack Wing, in Syracuse, which conducts MQ-9 operations and trains MQ-9
maintenance personnel and MQ-9 pilots and sensor operators;
•The 107th Airlift wing based at Niagara Falls, which is transitioning from a C-130 mission to
the MQ-9 mission;
And the Eastern Air Defense Sector in Rome, which is responsible for air defense east of the
Mississippi and Washington D.C., as part of the North American Air Defense Command.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/601433/new-york-airnational-guard-promotes-new-major-generals-and-changes-command.aspx
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Air National Guard commander honored for 41 years of service
Times Union; June 21, 2015

Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston of Schenectady, commander of the New York Air National Guard,
received a New York State Conspicuous Service Medal during his retirement ceremony.
Johnston was honored June 12 at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs
Headquarters in Latham for 41 years of service. He has served as commander of the 5,900member New York Air National Guard since 2012.
During his command, the New York Air Guard completed the transition from flying C-5
cargo aircraft to flying the C-17, and began transitioning one of its airlift wings from flying
the C-130 Hercules to operating MQ-9 remotely piloted aircraft.
Brig. Gen. Anthony German, chief of staff of the New York Air National Guard and former
commander of the 109th Airlift Wing, will replace Johnston at the end of June.
The New York Air National Guard, with five flying wings and the Eastern Air Defense
Sector, which is responsible for coordinating air defense of the eastern United States, is the
largest of the 54 state and territorial Air National Guards.
Johnston is a command pilot with more than 7,500 hours of flight time in a variety of aircraft,
including the C-130 Hercules, the C-5A and the C-17.
Johnston began his military career in 1974 after being commissioned through the Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo. He initially served with the 41st Air Refueling Heavy
Squadron at Griffiss Air Force Base, Rome. In 1981, he joined the New York Air National
Guard, flying C-130 aircraft at the 109th Airlift Wing, based at Stratton Air National Guard
Base, Scotia.
Johnston served with the 109th Airlift Wing in a variety of leadership positions through 2006,
when he served as the vice commander. In 2006, he was named assistant to the commander of
the 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh. He took command
of the wing in 2007, and served as the commander of the 105th until 2012.
Johnston earned a bachelor of science degree from the Air Force Academy and a master of
business administration from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy. He also holds a doctor
of law degree from Albany Law School.
He is also a graduate of the Air Command and Staff College and the Air War College.

Johnston has also earned a Legion of Merit, a Meritorious Service Medal, an Air Medal and
the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award.
He is married to Ada Johnston, a retired New York Air National Guard colonel. They have
two children.
New military leaders
Reid C. Muller of Colonie has been commissioned as a Marine upon completion of a Navy
Reserve Officer Training Corps program and graduation from Rochester Institute of
Technology. The ceremony was held at the Eastman House, Rochester.
The lieutenant earned a bachelor's degree in electrical engineering.
The Marine was a scholarship student, and Alpha Company commander in the NROTC
battalion at the University of Rochester. His father, retired Air Force Col. Reid T. Muller,
administered the lieutenant's officer oath. His mother, Dr. Shelley Gilroy, and sister, Aislinn
Muller pinned on the Marine's rank insignias.
The new lieutenant's first duty post will be at The Basic School at Marine Corps Base,
Quantico, Va.
Graham B. Henderson of Troy has been commissioned as an Army second lieutenant upon
completion of a Reserve Officers Training Corps program and graduation from the University
of Scranton, Pa. Henderson is serving as a field artillery officer.
Collin Sponable of Latham has been commissioned as an Army second lieutenant upon
graduation from The Citadel, Charleston, S.C.
The new lieutenant received a bachelor of science degree in civil engineering.
New airmen
Air Force Airman 1st Class Joraesha M. Miller of Albany, Airman 1st Class Christopher M.
Thier of Troy and Airman Kyle P. Sheehan of Rotterdam have graduated from basic training
at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio.
2nd Infantry Division
The Second (Indian Head) Division Association will hold its 94th annual reunion from Sept.
22-26 in San Antonio. Veterans who served with the division are welcome.
For information, contact Bob Haynes, secretary-treasurer, at 2idahq@comcast.net or 224-2251202.

http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Air-National-Guard-commander-honored-for-41years-6340744.php
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New commander takes over for New York Air National Guard
The Daily Star; June 22,2015

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — The next leader of the New York Air National Guard is taking
command of the statewide military organization this week.
Officials at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs based in suburban Albany say
Brig. Gen. Anthony German of Oneonta takes over command of the Air Guard's nearly 6,000
members on Monday.
German replaces Maj. Gen. Verle (verl) Johnston, who retired earlier this month after
commanding the Air National Guard since 2012.
German is a former commander of the 109th Airlift Wing, based at Stratton Air National
Guard Base outside Schenectady. He's being promoted to major general as he takes over
duties as overall commander of the nation's largest Air National Guard.
German joined the New York Air National Guard in 1989. Two of his four children are
members of the 109th Airlift Wing.
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/state/new-commander-takes-over-for-new-york-airnational-guard
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New commander for NY Air National Guard
Oneida Dispatch, June 22, 2015

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- The next leader of the New York Air National Guard is taking
command of the statewide military organization this week.
Officials at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs based in suburban Albany say
Brig. Gen. Anthony German of Oneonta takes over command of the Air Guard’s nearly 6,000
members on Monday.

German replaces Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston, who retired earlier this month after commanding
the Air National Guard since 2012.
German is a former commander of the 109th Airlift Wing, based at Stratton Air National
Guard Base outside Schenectady. He’s being promoted to major general as he takes over
duties as overall commander of the nation’s largest Air National Guard.
http://www.oneidadispatch.com/general-news/20150622/new-commander-for-ny-airnational-guard
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Oneonta man to take reins at Air National Guard
The Daily Star, Sunday, June 21, 2015

An Oneonta man will take command of the 5,900-member New York Air National Guard
today in a ceremony at Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters in Latham.
Brigadier General Anthony German of Oneonta, former commander of the 109th Airlift
Wing based at Stratton Air National Guard Base outside Schenectady, replaces Major General
Verle Johnston, who has commanded the Air National Guard since 2012. Johnston, who
retired on June 12, has also commanded the 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart Air National Guard
outside of Newburgh.
German, who has been serving as Chief of Staff for the New York Air National Guard, will
be promoted to Major General (two-star) as he assumes his new duties.
He also serves, and will continue to serve, as the Assistant Adjutant General for Air for the
New York National Guard.
German was commissioned in 1983 as an Air Force navigator and has amassed more than
4,900 hours of flying time in a number of different aircraft, according to a media release.
Prior to taking over his current position in 2010, German commanded the 109th Airlift Wing
from 2006 to 2010. The wing operates the LC-130 ski-equipped Hercules transport aircraft,
which can land on snow and ice, supporting National Science Foundation research in
Antarctica and Greenland. The wing has also been supporting Canadian Forces missions in
the Arctic.
German joined the New York Air National Guard in 1989 and has held a number of positions
at the 109th, to include weapons and tactics officer, chief of current operations, chief of
standardization, and chief of wing plans. He also served as the Department of Defense liaison
to the National Science Foundation and as executive staff support officer at New York Air
National Guard headquarters.

Before becoming commissioned in 1983 through Officer Training School, German studied
accounting at the State University college of Agriculture and Technology at Cobleskill, where
he received an associate degree. He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in business
economics from the State University College at Oneonta in 1981.
In recent years, German furthered his education, earning a Master of Arts degree in national
security and strategic studies from the Naval War College in Newport, R.I., in 2002. He has
taken advanced military and national security courses at Syracuse University; the George C.
Marshall European Center for Security Studies in Garmisch, Germany; the National Defense
University, Washington; and Army War College at Carlisle Barracks, Pa.
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/local_news/oneonta-man-to-take-reins-at-air-nationalguard/article_31631cf5-e56b-5c1f-8ff7-49aa0b4404aa.html
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National Guard in NY gets new leader (Video)
News 10 WTEN; June 22, 2015

LATHAM, N.Y. (NEWS10) – The New York Air National Guard has a new leader.
Brigadier General Anthony German took command of the 5,900 member guard during a
ceremony in Latham Monday morning.
He replaced Major General Verle Johnson who retired from the post on June 12. But
Brigadier General German said he didn’t deserve the credit for his promotion; his family
does.
“It’s only because of the family that we can do anything,” he said. “As a service member,
you’re gone a lot, and they’re always home. And I have a great family; great wife, great kids,
you know, just great fun.”
Brigadier General German is an Oneonta resident who previously commanded the 109th
Airlift Wing based out of Stratton Air Base in Scotia. Two of his four children are members
of the 109th Airlift Wing.
http://news10.com/2015/06/22/national-guard-in-ny-gets-new-leader/
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Change At The Top: NY Air National Guard: The New York Air National
Guard now has a new commander
WAMC; June 22, 2015

Officials at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs say Maj. Gen. Anthony German
of Oneonta has taken over command Monday of the Air Guard's nearly 6,000 members.
German replaces Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston, who retired earlier this month after commanding
the Air National Guard since 2012.
German is a former commander of the 109th Airlift Wing, based at Stratton Air National
Guard Base outside Schenectady. He was promoted from brigadier general to major general
as he takes over duties as overall commander of the nation's largest Air National Guard.
http://wamc.org/post/change-top-ny-air-national-guard#stream/0
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Oneonta general takes helm at Air National Guard
The Daily Star; June 22, 2015

As a young boy growing up in Roxbury, Maj. Gen. Anthony German never imagined he
would one day become the commander of the New York Air National Guard.
But that's precisely what happened Monday at a promotion and change-of-command
ceremony at Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters in Latham.
Surrounded by his family, German, a longtime resident of Oneonta, was promoted from
brigadier general to major general, and was formally charged with the position of commander
of the New York Air National Guard, the largest Air National Guard in the nation, according
to a recent media release.
The promotion is “very exciting” but also “very humbling at the same time,” German said
during a telephone interview after the ceremony.
“The folks we have within the New York Air National Guard are the cream of the crop,”
German said. "It's an honor to be able to lead them.”
German, who has been serving as chief of staff for the New York Air National Guard,
replaces Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston, who led the Air National Guard for three years and retired

June 12. German also serves, and will continue to serve, as the deputy adjutant general for the
New York National Guard.
An average day as commander will be similar to what it has been as chief of staff, according
to German, who said he leaves Oneonta at about 4:30 each morning to arrive in Latham on
time. He is there until 4 p.m. and is home by 5:30 p.m., but with technology today, he's "never
really off-duty," he said.
As commander, German's main responsibility is to support and take care of the state's airmen,
who fly all over the world, he said.
The New York Air National Guard has five flying wings that operate C-17 cargo aircraft, skiequipped LC-130 transports, HH-60 Pavehawk rescue helicopters, and the MQ-9 remotely
piloted aircraft. The Eastern Air Defense Sector, which is responsible for monitoring the air
space over the United States east of the Mississippi River, is also a component of the New
York Air National Guard. Members also respond to state emergencies with manpower and
specialized equipment.
“Every day is a little bit different,” German said. “Then you throw in an emergency like a
snow storm or flood and we become more state-focused than national.”
German joined the New York Air National Guard in 1989, he said. He was commissioned in
1983 as an Air Force navigator and has amassed more than 4,900 hours of flying time in a
number of different aircraft. He didn't originally have aspirations of being a general officer,
he said.
“All I ever wanted to do was fly airplanes,” German said. “I have been to every state but one,
all seven continents, the North Pole, the South Pole, and more than 65 countries. The entire
world has something nice to see."
German and his wife, Diana, have four children, two of whom followed their father into the
military. Their son, Capt. Joshua German, is a pilot in the New York Air National Guard’s
109th Airlift Squadron for the 109th Airlift Wing, and his son, Ben German, is a staff
sergeant and public affairs non-commissioned officer for the 109th Airlift Wing.
Anthony German said he hopes his promotion gives individuals growing up in small towns
inspiration.
“Anybody, if they put their nose to the grindstone and follow their heart, can do just about
anything,” German said. “It doesn't really matter where you come from.”
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/local_news/oneonta-general-takes-helm-at-air-nationalguard/article_abdbb305-1cb0-5754-aaff-ccb61fb47773.html
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New commander takes over for New York Air National Guard
Associated Press: June 22, 2015

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - The New York Air National Guard now has a new commander.
Officials at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs based in suburban Albany say
Maj. Gen. Anthony German of Oneonta has taken over command Monday of the Air Guard's
nearly 6,000 members.
German replaces Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston, who retired earlier this month after commanding
the Air National Guard since 2012.
German is a former commander of the 109th Airlift Wing, based at Stratton Air National
Guard Base outside Schenectady. He was promoted from brigadier general to major general
as he takes over duties as overall commander of the nation's largest Air National Guard.
German joined the New York Air National Guard in 1989. Two of his four children are
members of the 109th Airlift Wing.
http://www.my13la.com/story/29378499/new-commander-takes-over-for-new-york-airnational-guard
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Brigadier General German takes command of N.Y. Air National Guard
Business Journal News Network: June 23, 2015

LATHAM, N.Y. — Brigadier General Anthony German, an Oneonta resident and former
commander of the 109th Airlift Wing — based at Stratton Air National Guard Base outside
Schenectady — took command of the 5,900-member New York Air National Guard on
Monday.
He replaces Major General Verle Johnston, who commanded the Air National Guard since
2012, according to a news release from the New York State Division of Military & Naval
Affairs. Johnston, who retired on June 12, also commanded the 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart
Air National Guard, outside of Newburgh.
German, who has been serving as chief of staff for the New York Air National Guard, will be
promoted to major general (two-star) as he assumes his new duties. He also will continue to
serve as the Deputy Adjutant General for the New York National Guard.
The New York Air National Guard is the largest Air National Guard in the United States,
according to the release. It has five flying wings that operate C-17 cargo aircraft, ski-equipped

LC-130 transports, HH-60 Pavehawk rescue helicopters, and the MQ-9 remotely piloted
aircraft. The Eastern Air Defense Sector, which is responsible for monitoring the air space
over the United States east of the Mississippi River and Washington D.C., is also a
component of the New York Air National Guard. It also responds to state emergencies with
manpower and specialized equipment.
German was commissioned in 1983 as an Air Force navigator and has amassed more than
4,900 hours of flying time in a number of different aircraft.
Prior to taking over his current position in 2010, German commanded the 109th Airlift Wing
from 2006 to 2010. The wing operates the LC-130 ski-equipped Hercules transport aircraft
which can land on snow and ice, the release stated.
German joined the New York Air National Guard in 1989 and has held a number of positions
at the 109th, including weapons and tactics officer, chief of current operations, chief of
standardization, and chief of wing plans. He also served as the Department of Defense liaison
to the National Science Foundation and as executive staff support officer at New York Air
National Guard headquarters.
German holds a master’s degree in national security and strategic studies from the Naval War
College in Newport, Rhode Island and has taken advanced military and national security
courses offered at Syracuse University; the George C. Marshall European Center for Security
Studies in Garmisch, Germany; the National Defense University, Washington; and Army War
College at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.
New York Air National Guard Brig. Gen. Kevin Bradley, former commander of the 174th
Fighter Wing in Syracuse, was also promoted to major general on Monday. Bradley, a
Manlius resident, serves as National Guard assistant to the commander of United States Cyber
Command, according to the release.
http://www.cnybj.com/News/Articles/TabId/102/ArticleId/41631/language/en-US/brigadiergeneral-german-takes-command-of-ny-air-national-guard.aspx
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New York Army National Guard
Lockport’s Kubaszak Reenlists for service in National Guard
East Niagara Post News: June 24, 2015

LATHAM — A Lockport woman is being recognized by the New York Army National
Guard for her continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the
Army National Guard.
Sergeant Caroline Kubaszak has reenlisted to continue service with the Headquarters, 153rd
Troop Command (Brigade).
"The New York Army National Guard has sustained our force at or above 100 percent
strength for the better part of seven years now," said Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the
Adjutant General. "Keeping those ready forces in our ranks mean that New York is ready to
provide forces for state missions here at home, as we saw during the Buffalo Snow
Emergency last year, Hurricane Sandy in 2012 or for sustaining our support to federal
missions for our nation around the country and around the world."
"Each of our 16,000 men and women serving in the Army and Air National Guard as an
important role and I'm pleased that so many continue to reenlist and remain part of our New
York National Guard family."
http://www.eastniagarapost.com/2015/06/lockports-kubaszak-reenlists-for.html
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Night helicopters alarm residents: Military training efforts prompt questions
from public
Glens Falls Post Star; June 19, 2015

If you live in neighborhoods around Warren County airport, you likely heard or saw a lot of
helicopter activity Thursday night.
With two escaped murderers on the run from a prison to the north, some who witnessed the
low-level flights worried the much-hyped manhunt had come south.
The Post-Star received numerous inquiries from residents of the area late Thursday
wondering if there was an emergency or some sort of search taking place.
The flights involved at least two helicopters and went on for at least an hour, until after 9:30
p.m. One resident of the area said he had not seen or heard that much helicopter activity in
more than a dozen years living there.
The helicopters that buzzed around Ridge Road and the Sunnyside Road area weren’t
connected to any police or emergency medical situation in the region, though.

They were part of a military training effort.
He said no one at the airport had been contacted about any plans for training Thursday night,
however.
Eric Durr, a spokesman for the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs, said four UH-60
Blackhawks were doing weekly training in the area Thursday night.
The Army National Guard’s 42nd Combat Aviation brigade occasionally train around the
airport. The unit has a number of UH-60 helicopters based in Latham, and pilots assigned
there train around the region, and is part of the famed 42nd Infantry Division.
“Thursday is a flying night for training,” he said. “They have to train for pilot proficiency and
train using night vision goggles.”
The brigade trained for combat with helicopters in the Cooperstown area on Saturday,
according to an article on the unit’s website.
Warren County airport Manager Ross Dubarry said Blackhawk helicopters aren’t uncommon
around the airport at night, though he said he was not aware of whether they were around
Thursday night. The airport’s website advises residents of their occasional flights.
“They like our pilot-controlled lighting so they can practice approaches and landings at night
without lights,” Dubarry said.
http://poststar.com/news/local/night-helicopters-alarm-residents/article_a8ad3d13-d2f7-5b63ab09-9df4724a1a98.html
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William Shemin Gets His Medal of Honor : a Century Later
Jewish Forward: June 21, 2015

About a year ago I got a phone call out of the blue from a woman who was breathless with
excitement over an article I had written for Hadassah magazine about the Jewish experience
in World War I. “Do you have a minute?” she asked, identifying herself as 85-year-old Elsie
Shemin Roth of St. Louis. “I thought you might be interested in the story of my father,
Sergeant William Shemin.”
Without waiting for an answer, she launched right in. When the United States entered the
Great War in the spring of 1917, William Shemin, the athletic, broad-shouldered son of
Russian Jewish immigrants, enlisted to fight for his country. Even though he was only 18, and
thus technically too young to serve, he lied his way into the infantry. Assigned to Company
G, 47th Infantry, Fourth Division, Shemin shipped out for Europe, and by the summer of

1918 this scrappy Jewish kid from Bayonne, New Jersey, was fighting in one of the costliest
engagements of a very costly war — the battle of the Vesle River in the Second Battle of the
Marne.
Despite his age, Shemin had the calmness and stubbornness of a seasoned veteran. Over the
course of three days in August 1918, he proved that he had the courage of a hero. “Three
times he exposed himself to heavy machine-gun and rifle fire in order to rescue wounded
comrades,” his daughter told me. “He led them all to safety and returned to the battlefield.
When the entire officer corps of his unit was killed or wounded in action, my father took
control of the platoon and saw the survivors through the battle, until he himself sustained a
serious head wound. He was found unconscious the next day.”
For these actions, William Shemin had received the Distinguished Service Cross. But his
daughter was convinced that he had been cheated. “The reason he didn’t get the Medal of
Honor — the nation’s highest military award for valor — was anti-Semitism.”
By this point, having swallowed my initial skepticism, I was all ears. Shemin Roth told me
that for the past 13 years she had been engaged in a multi-front campaign to secure the medal
for her father — and now victory was in sight. “I’ve been in touch with the office of Chuck
Hagel [secretary of defense at the time], and they told me it’s not a question of if but when the
authorization comes through. I thought you’d be interested in this because of what you wrote
about Jews in World War I.”
“Call me back when the word comes through from Hagel,” I said, promising to send her a
copy of my book “The Long Way Home,” about the immigrant experience in World War I.
“I’d love to write something about it.”
Late in May, Shemin Roth was back on the line — even more breathless than the first time.
“The president himself called last week to tell me the news,” she said. “The award ceremony
is going to be on June 2 at the White House. “Simultaneously, they are awarding a
posthumous Medal of Honor to an African-American soldier named Private Henry Johnson,
another World War I hero who never got the recognition he deserved. This is so big!”
I said mazel tov, jotted down a few notes and hung up. Two minutes later the phone rang
again. It was Shemin Roth, inviting me to join the 66 members of her family who would be
going to Washington, D.C., to celebrate the award. “You and Col. Erwin Burtnick, who
worked with the Jewish War Veterans to shepherd this through the military bureaucracy, are
the only nonfamily members who will be included,” she said. How could I pass this up?
The lobby of the Pentagon City Sheraton was packed and buzzing. Shemins ranging in age
from 16 to 86 were out in force, along with assorted military brass. Johnson had left no
descendants. He never recovered from his war wounds, and died a broken man, alone and
penniless, at the age of 32. But a sizable contingent of his regiment, the celebrated Harlem
Hellfighters (369th Regiment, New York National Guard), had turned out on his behalf. I
worked the lobby crowd with my daughter Sarah (whom Shemin Roth had graciously invited,
since my wife couldn’t make it) while we waited to be whisked to the White House.

“This is quite the study in contrasts,” Col. Richard L. Goldenberg, the public affairs officer
for the New York Army National Guard, told me. “Shemin had friends and family to help him
deal with the aftermath of combat — and look at all these descendants on hand to celebrate
today. But Private Johnson had no support network and he fell apart after the war.” The
diverging trajectories of the two enlisted men’s lives epitomized the lot of American Jews and
blacks in the early 20th century.
By the time we boarded the buses, I felt like I was part of the extended Shemin family.
Shemin Roth’s daughter Carolyn Roth, a St. Louis nurse and attorney, recalled hiding from
her grandfather when she was a little girl. Sergeant Shemin had a temper; he was tough, and
he brooked no slacking or whining. Suzanne Katz, another granddaughter, remembered her
grandfather shouting “Get up!” whenever a grandson got tackled during a football game.
“There were 14 grandkids and they all went through Shemin basic training,” Shemin Roth
said. “When my sister and I were little girls, my father barked at us at the start of each day:
‘All right, men, let’s go to work. Police the grounds and clean up your areas.’”
The tradition of American military service that William Shemin started continues in the
family to this day: His late son Emanuel “Manny” Shemin, who inherited and expanded his
father’s successful nursery business, was a lieutenant in the Air Force during the Korean War
and went on to serve as a major in the Reserves; Shemin Roth’s son, named after his
grandfather, served four years with the Marines. “My father always said, when our country
needs us, we go — no questions asked,” as she put it. “Always give back more than you’re
asked.”
Shemin Roth has taken that advice to heart. Widowed at the age of 43 with five children, she
went on to earn a degree in nursing at 54. She devotes her considerable energy to what she
loves best — her family, Israel (which she has visited 42 times and where she staffed Tel
Aviv’s main trauma center during the Gulf War), Judaism, nursing, basketball (she played
women’s varsity for Syracuse University, her dad’s alma mater) and animals (she currently
cares for four dogs and six cats). In 2003, the Jewish Federation of St. Louis gave her its
Woman of Valor Award.
She is, in short, a force of nature — and multiple strands of her passionate intensity
converged in securing the medal for her father. “This is not just about my father,” she told
me. “It’s really a thank you for the Jewish people.”
Traffic was thick downtown in the District of Columbia as the buses headed out at around
10:30 a.m., but our escort — a squadron of military motorcycles and two police cars with
sirens blaring — parted the jam-up as if it were the Red Sea, and delivered our motorcade to
the White House in minutes. “Keep your ID handy,” an official warned us. “There are three
checkpoints to come.”
With the final hurdle cleared, my daughter and I strode like royalty down the long, elegant
corridor of the East Wing. Tall, trim military attachés with ropes of gold braid looped around
their right shoulders guided us into the library, the Vermeil Room and up the stairs to the

reception area. Despite our numbers, we felt like welcome guests. Everything was discreet,
polite, elegantly choreographed.
Upstairs in the Cross Hall, as a uniformed pianist played jazz standards on an eagleemblazoned grand piano set beneath a portrait of Bill Clinton, we rubbed shoulders with
politicians and army brass. I can’t say I got close enough to shake hands with all of them, but
I did spot Navy Adm. James Winnefeld; the National Guard Bureau vice chief, Gen. Joseph
Lengyel; Marine Lt. Gen. General Ronald Bailey; Daniel B. Allyn, the armed forces vice
chief of staff, and Lt. Gen. William T. Grisoli, director of the U.S. Army Staff. New York
Senator Chuck Schumer, whose office was instrumental in awarding the medal to Johnson,
and Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill were there as well, but I didn’t see them in the throng of
dignitaries.
The East Room was packed by the time Sarah and I took our seats on the far-right side.
Standing on bleachers at the back of the room, the press jostled for optimal sightlines. While
we waited, I chatted with an elderly veteran of the Harlem Hellfighters seated beside me,
mentioning how wonderful it was that an African-American and an American Jewish hero
were being honored simultaneously. The veteran expressed surprise to hear that Shemin was
Jewish.
Then the strains of “Hail to the Chief” filled the room; we all rose, and there he was, the 44th
president of the United States — slim, straight-backed, somber, graying, a touch haggard.
“Welcome to the White House,” the president said, scanning our beaming faces. “We are a
nation, a people who remember our heroes. We never forget their sacrifice, and we believe
that it is never too late to say thank you.”
Obama spoke of Johnson first. This young African-American railroad porter and coal yard
worker became a hero in the predawn hours of May 15, 1918, when he single-handedly held
off a German raiding party that was attempting to capture one of his comrades-in-arms. When
Johnson’s rifle jammed, he used his rifle butt and bolo knife to fend off the enemy and save
his buddy. But in the aftermath of the war, Johnson became a tragic hero. Crippled by his
injuries, his physical and psychological wounds untreated, his heroism unrecognized by his
country, Johnson died alone and impoverished at the age of 32.
“America can’t change what happened to Henry Johnson,” the president said. “But we can do
our best to make it right.”
The tone lightened a bit when Obama spoke of Shemin. The president described how this
naturally athletic, first-generation American boy was bent on enlisting when the United States
entered the war in April 1917, even though he was underage. For William Shemin, the
president said, this presented “no problem. He puffed his chest and lied about his age.” The
room grew hushed when Obama talked about those three days in August when Shemin
proved what he was made of. The men in Shemin’s unit faced “a terrible choice” as they
watched their comrades mowed down in No Man’s Land: “Die trying to rescue your fellow
solider or watch him die, knowing that part of you will die along with him. William Shemin
couldn’t stand to watch.” The Jewish enlistee raced through heavy machine-gun fire not once,

not twice, but three times to rescue fallen comrades. “Personally utterly fearless,” Obama
said, “that young kid who lied about his age grew up fast in war.”
When the president mentioned that the sergeant was “devoted to his Jewish faith,” the elderly
black fellow sitting next to me winked and nudged me in the side. I returned the nudge and
grinned at him.
“Well, Elsie,” the president said, turning to the daughter who made it all happen, “as much as
America meant to your father, he means even more to America. Sergeant Shemin served at a
time when the contributions of Jewish Americans in uniform were too often overlooked. It is
my privilege on behalf of the American people to make this right and finally award the Medal
of Honor to William Shemin.”
With that, Obama summoned Shemin Roth and her sister Ina Bass to the podium, and the
three of them beamed as they gripped the medal case.
I mused on history during the long flight home to Seattle. Even for a wizened veteran writer
like me, it was enthralling to witness the spectacle and glamour of a full-born White House
ceremony. But what moved me was something more than that.
A century ago, Johnson and Shemin were disposable citizens — their brawn, decisiveness and
courage were valued in the flashpoint of combat and then rapidly discounted because one was
black and the other Jewish. The matter could have rested there, as it did for so many of their
forgotten comrades. But thanks to the efforts of a headstrong daughter and a senator’s staff,
both their actions and the discrimination that prevented those actions from being fully
recognized during their lifetimes became front page, home page, top-of-the-hour news. This
was a news story that took the nation 100 years to hear. As Elsie Shemin Roth put it, “A very
handsome Jewish man and a very handsome African-American man, each with discrimination
up the wazoo, received the Medal of Honor from our African-American president. How
beautiful is that?”
The crew-cut blond soldier sitting next to me at the Pentagon ceremony in the Hall of Heroes
had zero personal, racial or religious connection to the medal awardees being honored. He
was a career Army information technology specialist from Arkansas. By the looks of him, he
was 100% apple pie American. Why was he there? “A memo circulated asking if we wanted
to attend,” the sergeant told me. “For me, it’s an honor to pay my respects to these two men.”
This solider applauded just as vigorously as we all did when Shemin Roth stood up to say on
behalf of her father: “Discrimination hurts. A wrong has been made right. All is forgiven.
This true story could happen only in America. Peace be with each and every one of you.
Shalom.”
http://forward.com/culture/jewishness/310260/a-tribute-deferred/#ixzz3dmuGBfrc
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Military notes: Weedsport National Guard soldier promoted
Auburn Pub: June 20, 2015

LATHAM | Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, adjutant general for the state of New York,
announces the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition
of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership:
• Brandon Blake, of Weedsport, serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
102nd Military Police Battalion, is promoted to the rank of specialist.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability and development potential.
For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit dmna.ny.gov or
1800goguard.com.
http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/military-notes-weedsport-national-guard-soldierpromoted/article_65a941e6-f4c2-51b7-9f56-5435017322cc.html
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Webster resident re-enlisted in the New York Army National Guard
Webster Post, Jun. 24 2015

Paul Bialobok, of Webster, has re-enlisted for continued service in New York Army National
Guard’s Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2-108th Infantry.
Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy announced the re-enlistment of members in recognition of
continuing commitment to serve in community, state and nation as part of the National Guard.
http://www.websterpost.com/article/20150624/NEWS/150629826
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