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106th Rescue Wing
Suffolk wants to test private wells near Gabreski Airport
Newsday , July 22, 2016 8:59 PM:

Suffolk County is trying to find out if a hazardous chemical found in groundwater near
Gabreski Airport in Westhampton Beach has affected private wells in the area.

County officials are going door to door south of the airport, offering residents whose homes
rely on private wells bottled water for cooking and drinking, and offering free testing for the
presence of PFOS, a fluorinated organic... (SUBSCRIPTION REQUIRED)
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk-wants-to-test-private-wells-near-gabreskiairport-1.12081300
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EPA Detects Contaminants In Drinking Water Wells South Of Gabreski Airport
In Westhampton
27 East, Jul 22, 2016:

Westhampton and Westhampton Beach residents hooked up to private wells are being warned
not to drink the water—and to have their systems tested as soon as possible—after the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency identified a pair of unregulated chemicals in local supplies.
The Suffolk County Health Department on Friday afternoon warned that between 75 and 150
private wells, all located south of Francis S. Gabreski Airport in Westhampton, which is also
home to the Air National Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing base, could be contaminated with a
class of chemicals known as perfluorinated compounds, or PFCs, that authorities believe
originated from the airfield. The chemicals—specifically, perfluorooctane sulfonate, or PFOS,
and perfluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA—have a number of industrial and commercial uses, and
are typically found in firefighting foam and coatings that repel grease, oil, water and stains.
Suffolk County Health Department officials are urging homeowners with private wells who
live south of the railroad tracks in Westhampton Beach, and between Beaverdam Creek in
Westhampton and Quantuck Creek on the Quogue Village border, to drink bottled water until
they can have their systems checked.
“Out of an abundance of caution, if you are using a private well as your water supply, you
may want to consider using bottled water for drinking, cooking and preparing infant formula
until your well is tested and the quality of your supply can be assured,” the county release
states. It also notes that those hooked up to public water do not have to worry about the
contamination.
The county is providing free bottled water to the affected homeowners at Westhampton Beach
Village Hall, 165 Mill Road, starting Friday afternoon. Interested parties can come by
between 3 and 8 p.m. on Friday and between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday to
get their water. They can continue to do the same next week, from Monday, July 25, through
Friday, July 29, between 7:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. daily.

Due to the findings, the state Department of Environmental Conservation has informed both
Suffolk County, which owns Gabreski, and ANG officials that the airport could eventually be
classified as an inactive hazardous waste disposal site, commonly called a Superfund site. The
action was prompted because firefighting foam was or is still being used at the ANG base,
according to Suffolk County officials.
The Suffolk County Health Department encourages private well owners in the area who want
their drinking wells tested to call its Office of Water Resources at (631) 852-5810.
“It is important that the scope of the problem be quickly identified,” State Assemblyman Fred
W. Thiele Jr. said on Friday while highlighting other high-profile instances, such as those
occurring in Flint, Michigan, where the government failed to notify residents about
contaminated water supplies.
“Notification of residents who have private wells and testing their well water is the first step,”
he added. “I advise residents to follow the advice of the state and county until the full extent
of the problem can be determined.”
http://www.27east.com/news/article.cfm/Westhampton-Beach-SurroundingAreas/488742/EPA-Detects-Contaminants-In-Drinking-Water-Wells-South-Of-GabreskiAirport-In-Westhampton
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Water Quality Advisory for Westhampton's Private Well Owners: Suffolk
County Department of Health: If you live in the Westhampton Beach area and
have a private well, you need to read this.
Westhampton Patch, July 22, 2016 :

WESTHAMPTON, NY — The Suffolk County Department of Health Service has issued a
water quality advisory for private well owners in some areas of Westhampton.
According to Suffolk County Department of Health, the United States Environmental
Protection Agency has identified two chemicals, PFOS, perfluorooctane sulfonate, and
PFOA, perfluorooctanoic acid, as emerging contaminants.
The chemicals, release said, are part of a class of chemicals known as perfluorinated
compounds, or PFCs, which are currently unregulated by the federal government.
PFCs have been used in a number of industrial and commercial products such as firefighting
foam, as well as coatings that repel water, oil, stains,and grease, the Suffolk County
Department of Health said.

Individuals may therefore be exposed to PFOS and PFOA through air,water, or soil from
industrial sources and from consumer products.
In 2013, major water supply companies began testing their wells for PFOS and PFOA.
Results of that monitoring have recently become available.
'In the absence of federal regulation, New York State took aggressive action and became the
first state in nation to regulate PFOS and PFOA as hazardous substances, which enables the
state to use the legal authority and financial resources of the State Superfund Program to clean
up contaminated sites," the release said.
Through monitoring conducted under an EPA program known as the Unregulated
Contaminant Monitoring Rule, PFOS was detected in public supply wells in the vicinity of
the New York State Air National Guard Base at Gabreski Airport located at Old Riverhead
Road in Westhampton Beach.
"The results of this sampling have already been reported to residents in the annual water
quality report and to the US EPA," the release said. "Measures have been taken to address the
public water supply."
Currently, the public drinking water supply in the area is below the current EPA lifetime
health advisory level of 0.07 ppb, the release said.
EPA’s health advisory levels are established to protect even the most sensitive populations,
including fetuses during pregnancy and breastfed babies, against adverse health effects, the
release said.
Moving forward, to assess the drinking water quality of properties served with private wells,
the Suffolk County Department of Health Service will be conducting a private well survey in
the Gabreski area.
Once the wells are identified, they will be sampled for the contaminants; New York State has
offered to provide laboratory analysis support.
Residents whose properties are served by private wells, or whose homes are located south of
the Long Island Rail Road tracks, and east of Beaver Dam Creek in Westhampton, and west
of Quantuck Creek in Westhampton, who would like to have their drinking water tested,
should contact the SCDHS Office of Water Resources at (631) 852-5810.
The notice does not affect residences that utilize public water.
As part of the ongoing efforts of the Governor’s Water Quality Rapid Response Team, the
DEC has informed Suffolk County and the Air National Guard that it is investigating
Gabreski Airport, as a potential inactive hazardous waste disposal site, also referred to as a
State Superfund site.

The action is being taken because firefighting foam,which may contain PFOS, was, or is
currently being used, at the base.
The Air National Guard has committed to conducting a site investigation and the DEC is
working to expedite their submission of a draft work plan.
The DEC has commenced a site characterization and will be mobilizing contractors to the site
in an effort to pinpoint the potential sources of contamination.
Out of "an abundance of caution," residents using a private well as their water supply, might
want to consider using bottled water for drinking, cooking and preparing infant formula until
the well is tested and the quality of the water supply can be assured, the release said.
In addition, Suffolk County will offer bottled water to residents in the area with private wells
at Westhampton Beach Village Hall, located at 165 Mill Road, Westhampton Beach, NY
11978o.
The water will be offered Friday through 8 p.m., on Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on
Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 3 pm.
Weekday hours for Monday through Friday of next week are 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Residents with additional questions are advised to call the New York State Water Quality
Hotline at 1-800-801-8092.
http://patch.com/new-york/westhampton-hamptonbays/water-quality-advisory-westhamptonsprivate-well-owners-suffolk
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Bottled Water, Testing Urged as ?Emerging Contaminant? Leaches South of
Gabreski Airport
East End Beacon, July 22, 2016:

The Suffolk County Health Department has identified two “emerging” hazardous substances
in public water supply wells near Gabreski Airport in Westhampton, and will be distributing
bottled water to residents in the area who have private wells.
The distribution will take place at the Westhampton Beach Village Hall this weekend from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, July 23 and Sunday, July 24 and Monday through Friday of next
week from 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The amount of the chemicals in the public water supply is below the EPA “lifetime health
advisory level,” but private wells surrounding the airport have not yet been tested.
The Suffolk County Health Department plans to conduct a private well survey in the vicinity
of the airport, with New York State providing laboratory analysis.
Properties most at risk are those served by private wells south of the Long Island Rail Road
tracks, east of Beaverdam Creek and west of Quantuck Creek.
The two chemicals, known as PFOS and PFOA, are known by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency as “emerging contaminants,” part of a class of chemicals known as
perfluorinated compounds, which are currently unregulated by the federal government.
PFOA is perhaps best known as a component of teflon cooking pans, and has come under
scrutiny this year after a New York Times exposé in January on health issues linked to the
chemical near DuPont’s West Virginia chemical plants.
Perfluorinated compounds have also historically been used in firefighting foam and coatings
that repel water, oil, stains and grease.
Water supply companies began to test their wells for the compounds in 2013.
The Health Department said in a press release Friday that “through monitoring conducted
under a US EPA program known as the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule, PFOS
was detected in public supply wells in the vicinity of the New York State Air National Guard
Base at Gabreski Airport.”
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, as part of Governor
Andrew Cuomo’s Water Quality Rapid Response Team, has informed Suffolk County and the
Air National Guard that the DEC is investigating Gabreski Airport as a potential inactive
hazardous waste disposal site, also known as a State Superfund site, because firefighting foam
was or is currently being used at the base.
Gabreski Airport is just one of hundreds of military bases nationwide under scrutiny for
groundwater contamination from PFCs this year, because firefighting foam is often used for
training and extinguishment of vehicle and aircraft fires on military bases.
In April of this year, due to the emerging issues surrounding PFCs, the DEC adopted
emergency rules regarding the storage and use of firefighting foams by fire departments
throughout the state.
The DEC is currently searching for the source of the contamination at Gabreski Airport.
“Out of an abundance of caution, if you are using a private well as your water supply, you
may want to consider using bottled water for drinking, cooking and preparing infant formula
until your well is tested and the quality of your supply can be assured,” said the Health

Department’s press release Friday. “This sampling effort applies only to private wells, as the
public water supply has already been addressed and sampled to ensure water quality meets
health criteria.”
“The results of this sampling have already been reported to residents in the annual water
quality report and to the US EPA,” they add. “Measures have been taken to address the public
water supply. Currently, the public drinking water supply in the area is below the current EPA
lifetime health advisory level of 0.07 ppb.”
The lifetime health advisory level is the level above which long-term exposure can be
damaging to human health – PFCs have been linked to cancer, kidney, liver and immune
disorders. The EPA’s lifetime health advisory level for PFCs was only just set in May of this
year.
The Suffolk County Health Department’s Office of Water Resources is available to test
residents’ water, free of charge, by calling 631.852.5810. This notice does not affect
residences hooked up to public water.
Residents with questions are being asked to call the New York State Water Quality Hotline at
800.801.8092 (Monday to Friday: 9 am to 8 pm; Saturday: 9 am to 3 pm).
This news comes just as the DEC and Suffolk County begin work on another cleanup of PCB
contamination from a former dumping pit at the airport.
http://www.eastendbeacon.com/2016/07/22/bottled-water-testing-urged-as-emergingcontaminant-leaches-south-of-gabreski-airport/
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109th Airlift Wing
Civil Air Patrol basic cadets learn, lead at encampment
The Daily Gazette July 27, 2016:

GLENVILLE — A person cannot become a good leader unless he or she has first been a
good follower.
Lt. Col. David Panzera has harped on that over the past week to the 132 Civil Air Patrol basic
cadets under his command at a leadership encampment at Stratton Air National Guard Base.
The basic cadets range in age from 12 to 20 and came from New York, Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts and Connecticut.

The experience is led most directly by current cadet officers now taking what they learned
about leadership during their encampments and starting to put that into action. Panzera and
Lt. Col. Charles Miller, the deputy commander, are there for oversight and as a safety net of
sorts.
The weeklong encampment, running through Saturday, is an opportunity for basic cadets to
take classes, experience a microcosm of what military life is like, and be tested on what they
learn. It is also a chance for them to be promoted above their current rank and, for some,
become cadet officers.
The encampment can be compared to a similar event done by the Boy Scouts of America.
“Many people know Scouting and they know that Scouts have to go through a jamboree to be
able to ascend into Eagle Scout status. They cannot do that without their jamboree,” Panzera
said. “Likewise, in the Civil Air Patrol, Civil Air Patrol cadets cannot become a cadet officer
until they have attended an encampment experience.”
Basic cadets take courses in leadership, health, safety, physical education, search and rescue,
and aerospace. They are also taught about basic drills and uniform upkeep. They must pass
tests that include general knowledge, drills and physical fitness.
“We actually have a handbook that says you have a percentage of these courses that everyone
has to complete in order to graduate from the encampment,” Miller said. “If you don’t
complete this minimum percentage, you can’t graduate.”
The equivalent of Eagle Scout that some cadets earn by the end of encampment is called the
Mitchell Award. According to Panzera, all service academies will ask applicants if they did
Civil Air Patrol, if they had been to an encampment and if they had earned the Mitchell
Award.
Not all Civil Air Patrol cadets go on to serve in the military but the encampment still
provides valuable lessons to those who remain civilians.
“They’re teaching us how to be adults,” said Cadet Sarah (cadets were only able to give their
first names), “while also teaching us the structure, self-control and self-discipline that the
military has.”
The encampment commanders are also aware that not every basic cadet will go on to military
life. They make cadets in their squadron go through a board review for every rank, though
only three ranks formally require this, because this will provide good experience for civilian
life, as well.
“We do it because even if they never go into the military, those young men and women have
had 11 job interviews,” Panzera said. “They’ve had to think on their feet, develop critical
thinking skills and present themselves well, articulate their thoughts and be able to also
command facts and bring it all up.”

Beyond their courses, the basic cadets take part in team-building activities as well as other
types of recreation. Afterward, they talk about what they learned from each activity.
Basic cadets were split into flight groups. Cadet Sarah, a staff sergeant, was a member of
Hotel Flight. Her group got to do activities such as playing Ultimate Frisbee against another
group.
Another member of her group, Cadet Anastasia, an airman first class, saw another group take
part in an activity in which they had to unknot a rope without lifting their hands off the rope.
“You work with your whole entire flight group and you find a way to do something,” Cadet
Anastasia said. “Sometimes, they give you something hard but you still try to get with the
team and do the best you can with it. Sometimes, we get it right. It’s kind of hard but you
always want to stay with your team and be confident with your other team members.”
Cadet Anastasia said she enjoys the end of the day. After closing, each flight group does
what is called a motivation check where they put together a 60- to 90-second skit and each
does something funny.
Most important during the eight-day encampment is that the basic cadets get the experience
of flight the way the Air Force likes to teach it.
“I’ve seen things in this program that I’ve only seen on TV, that I’ve never even dreamed of
seeing in person,” said Cadet Emily, also of Hotel Flight. “When we flew on the C-17
yesterday, I’ve seen pictures of them and I’ve always wanted a ride on one, but I never
imagined I’d actually get to do one at my age.”
Once the aircraft was high enough in the air, the basic cadets were able to look up in the
cockpit and see the horizon.
Not every basic cadet got the opportunity to take a flight in the C-17. Others went up in a C130. Everyone got to fly in a Cessna 172, which the Civil Air Patrol is currently flying in its
flight academy.
The members of Hotel Flight also got to check out a Black Hawk helicopter on Tuesday.
They even got to talk to the members of the U.S. Army flying it about what they do.
While the basic cadets were impressed by what they saw over the course of the week, the
encampment commander was impressed by the cadets themselves.
“It’s a microcosm of what a lot of guys would necessarily see at boot camp where they come
in and they’re all kind of unsure,” Panzera said. “Now, all of a sudden, they’re starting to gain
a ton of confidence, attacking things and having a good time, doing things well as a team.
And even though they’re being led around by guys going, ‘Hut-two-three-four,’ and all that
kind of thing, they are digging the ever-living, heck out of it.”

http://www.dailygazette.com/news/2016/jul/27/0727_cadets/?dgzrg
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NNew York Air National Guard Airmen hone cold weather flying skills and
support science research in Greenland
United States European Command, July 27, 2016:

KANGERLUSSUAQ, GREENLAND--Two hundred New York Air National Guard
members are rotating into and out of Greenland this summer to support National Science
Foundation research on the ice cap here, while also preparing for Antarctic deployments in
the fall.
The New York Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing’s aircrews, LC-130 aircraft
maintainers, cargo loadmasters and other support personnel are spending the summer months
deploying to Kangerlussuaq.
The airport here serves as base camp as the National Guard aircraft fly scientists and supplies
to research stations across Greenland. The ski-equipped LC-130 aircraft flown by 109th is the
only U.S. military aircraft able to land on both snow and ice.
The rotations also allow Guard members to refine their skills for their annual participation in
Operation Deep Freeze, the U.S. military support for Antarctica research. Those missions take
place when it is winter in New York.
“The training we do in Greenland directly prepares us for our South Pole missions,” said Lt.
Col. Thomas Esposito, a 109th pilot and deployment commander for Greenland missions.
The well below sub-zero temperatures, the extreme wind and weather conditions in Antarctica
are unforgiving, so having the opportunity to train in Greenland during the summer months
allows all our folks to better prepare for working in the South Pole, explained Esposito.
The wing transports fuel, equipment, supplies and passengers in and out of various National
Science Foundation (NSF) camps on the Ice Shelf in Greenland throughout the entire season.
Some Airmen make a couple of trips a season.
During a typical season in Greenland, 600-1,000 flight hours are flown; 1.5 to 2.5 million
pounds of cargo is transported; 50,000 pounds of fuel is transported; and 1,500 to 2,000
passengers are transported.
“Just about everything we do here, from moving cargo and passengers to practicing ski
landing and airdrops, we do in Antarctica,” added Esposito, a Ballston Spa, N.Y., resident.

According to Esposito, one of the biggest challenges landing the ski-equipped LC-130
Hercules is the drastic and sometimes unforeseen changes in surface definition based on
weather conditions and the potential for deep cracks or fractures found on an ice sheet or
glacier.
“We rely on navigation more to land in Antarctica because the dangers of crevasses,”
Esposito said.
For maintenance personnel and cargo handlers, one of the major advantages to training in
Greenland is that the warmer climate allows them time to become more proficient in their
duties.
“Although we’re still supporting NSF researchers, are mission here is primarily training, but
it’s important because it sets the stage for Antarctica,” said Staff Sgt. Matthew Jones, a
loadmaster who lives in Albany, N.Y.
“Once we’re down south it’s a much faster pace, everything is time critical because it’s too
cold to shut down engines. We have to move cargo and passengers as fast as possible because
the weather and conditions change so quickly,” Jones said.
With over two dozen missions to Greenland and six to Antarctica under his wing, Jones’
primary responsibilities as a loadmaster is load planning which includes determining fuel
consumption based on projected travel distances and cargo weight, as well as computing the
aircraft’s center of gravity by evenly distributing cargo and passengers.
The 109th deploys aircraft between April and August each year with an average of six flight
periods lasting from one to two weeks each depending on the needs of the NSF. During each
rotation, two to four aircraft and roughly 75 Airmen are deployed.
The NSF is an independent federal agency that funds basic scientific research with most
proposals coming from Academic Research Institutions, universities and colleges.
“We really rely on the 109th Airlift Wing for taking cargo for both research and to support
life at our research stations, the fuel, food and all the essential things we need,” said NSF
Logistics Program Manager Renee Crain.
According to Crain, the 109th is the lifeline for the research programs overseen by the NSF’s
Division of Polar Programs in Greenland because it flies equipment and people where they
are needed.
The Artic Sciences section at NSF funds about one-third of research projects in Greenland, so
any given year 30-40 research projects are underway that include Viking site archeology,
atmospheric sciences, hydrology, and glaciology to understanding basic Artic ecology, how
plants, animals and environment interact, Crain explained.

“The partnership between the NSF and 109th has really grown over the decades that the 109th
has been providing support for our research program in Greenland so we work together
regularly, always communicating, developing schedules working with changes that come up
throughout the season so it’s a really strong and essential partnership for NSF and our
research portfolio,” Crain said.
http://www.eucom.mil/media-library/article/35255/new-york-air-national-guard-airmenhone-cold-weather-flying-skills-and-support-science-research-in-gr
Return to top

174th Attack Wing
Air National Guard?s 174th Attack Wing begins daily MQ-9 flight operations
from Hancock Field
Madison County Courier, July 26, 2016:

An MQ-9, Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA), lands at Syracuse Hancock International Airport
and taxies to the lower ramp of the 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field Air National Guard
Base; 15 Dec. 2015
An MQ-9, Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA), lands at Syracuse Hancock International Airport
and taxies to the lower ramp of the 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field Air National Guard
Base; 15 Dec. 2015
The New York Air National Guard’s 174th Attack Wing began conducting daily MQ-9
training flight operations from Hancock Field Air National Guard Base and Syracuse
Hancock International Airport, beginning Wednesday, June 15.
The initial first launch and recovery of the MQ-9 remotely piloted aircraft took place from
Hancock Field Air National Guard Base and Syracuse Hancock International Airport in
December 2015.
At that time, Col. Greg Semmel, then the 174th Attack Wing commander, had stated that the
wing would take a “crawl, walk, run” progression towards achieving daily flying operations
from Hancock Field and the Syracuse International Airport.
After successfully achieving the initial first flight or “crawl” phase in December, daily flying
had been delayed, as the wing worked with Syracuse Air Traffic Control on a local operating
agreement .

When daily flight operations begin an aircraft flown by the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) will be
utilized to relay information to the MQ-9 pilots in connection to the location of other aircraft
in the surrounding airspace.
Prior to the launching of the MQ-9, the CAP piloted aircraft will take flight. Once the MQ-9
is airborne, the CAP aircraft will trail the MQ-9, staying within a few hundred feet of each
other. The CAP will remain with the MQ-9 until it has reached the military’s restricted
airspace.
When the MQ-9 has completed its training mission, the CAP aircraft will meet up with the
MQ-9 in the restricted airspace and follow it back to the Syracuse International Airport’s
runway.
This process is expected to remain in place until sometime next year, when new radar
technology will be available to relay the same information that the CAP pilots will be
providing to the MQ-9 pilots.
Once flying begins, the 174th Attack Wing will be conducting the same types of training
mission members have conducted for over 60 years in order to continually train service
members to be prepared to support the wing’s federal and state missions.
Flight operations will take place over approved airspace and will follow established operating
procedures and instructions.
BACKGROUND
MQ-9 Operations at Hancock Field:
Prior to December, all flight operations of the MQ-9 aircraft were conducted at Wheeler Sack
Army Airfield at Fort Drum.
The FAA approval follows a technical and operational review for the safe and effective
takeoff and recovery of MQ-9 aircraft at Hancock Field, home to operator and maintenance
training of MQ-9 crews.The FAA modified airspace around Hancock Field in 2013 to expand
available training areas and provide transition from high altitude down to Hancock Field.
The 174th Attack Wing will be the first Air Force organization in the United States to fly the
remotely piloted aircraft in class “C” airspace, the common airspace around commercial
airports.
Class “C” Airspace is generally that airspace from the surface to 4,000 feet above the airport
elevation surrounding airports that have an operational control tower, are serviced by a radar
approach control, and have instrument flight operations or passenger terminals.

“Having the ability to fly from Hancock Field on a daily basis is two-fold,” said Col. Michael
Smith, 174th wing commander. “It will not only allow us to increase our student production
by up to 50 percent, it will also help save over $1 million in taxpayer costs.”
The wing currently flies from Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield and plans to continue to utilizing
the airfield during adverse weather conditions and when flying with live ordnance .
174th Attack Wing:
The 174th Attack Wing was established in 1947 as the first Air National Guard flying unit in
New York State. Throughout its history, it has flown F-47 Thunderbolts, F-51 Mustangs, F-84
Thunderjets, F-86 Sabres, A-37 Dragonflies, A-10 Thunderbolts and the F-16 Fighting
Falcon.
It currently flies the MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted aircraft.
The wing also trains all MQ-9 maintenance technicians for the Air Force, Air National Guard
and the Air Force Reserve.
At the same time the wing deploys members oversees to support MQ-9 operations and other
Air Force commitments and operates MQ-9s in the Central Command area of operations.
The wing also maintains the air-to-ground gunnery range at Fort Drum, used by Air Force,
Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve units across the northeast.
Members of the 174th Attack Wing also respond to state emergencies and other state
domestic operations missions when called upon and maintain high-tech communications and
command and control equipment that can be called upon by the governor of New York when
required.
http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=71256
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27th Brigade
Soldiers Participate in Live-Fire Training at Fort Polk, La.
Defense.gov:

Soldiers participate in live-fire training at the Joint Readiness Training Center in Fort Polk,
La., July 25, 2016. The soldiers are assigned to the New York Army National Guard. Army
National Guard photo by Sgt. Harley Jelis

https://dgov.dod.afpims.mil/Media/Collection-View/CollectionID/15578
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New York’s 'Fighting 69th' faces off against opposing force and tests skills
National Guard.mil, July 27, 2016:

FORT POLK, La. – For once, the infantry were not walking.
With the sound of rotor blades echoing in the central Louisiana night, hundreds of Soldiers
from the New York Army National Guard's 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry conducted an aerial
movement from staging areas to secure a military objective July 19 as part of the Fort Polk
Joint Readiness Training Center here in the fictitious nation of Atropia.
The New York Army National Guard Soldiers and their supporting aviation elements are part
of JRTC rotation 16-08, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, based in Syracuse,
N.Y., leading Task Force Hunter. The Soldiers are battling the environment, summer heat and
a trained opposing force in an exercise that brings as much realism as possible to troops.
"With the pace, lack of sleep and all the assets they have here, it really feels like you're
deployed," said Sgt. Alexis Bruno, from Brooklyn, N.Y., a sniper assigned to the 1-69th
Infantry Headquarters Company.
The battalion employed CH-47 Chinooks and UH-60 Black Hawks to move forces quickly
forward and allow the brigade task force to conduct a relief in place with Army paratroopers
of the 82nd Airborne Division's 1st Brigade Combat Team. The paratroopers, based at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina, conducted an airborne assault July 17 to secure key objectives in
Atropia for the training exercise.
The infantry troops join more than 5,000 other Soldiers, including Army National Guard,
Army Reserve and active Army elements of the task force for the JRTC rotation, running
from July 9-30 to challenge the task force in combined arms operations against a trained
opposing force.
"Overall it's a great experience, the role players make it seem real, and we're fighting in a
fully functional city and interacting with residents," Bruno said. "We just treat people with
respect and they react to what you do."
The Joint Training Center affords combat training in a realistic environment which features a
well-trained opposing force, civilian role-players on the battlefield, high-tech systems which
monitor the action and effects of all weapons and observer-controllers to evaluate unit
actions.

"Our Soldiers are constantly on the move -- using the skills they already have and learning
real fast how to function at high speed with minimum sleep because you never know when
you'll be called into the fight and have a mission," said Staff Sgt. Irshaad Mohamed, an
infantryman from Queens, New York, and section leader assigned to Co. D, 1-69th Infantry.
"You need to be ready to roll at a moment's notice."
Delta Company is the battalion's quick reaction force or QRF, and is the rapid response to
developing situations. By July 23rd, in the unit's first 96 hours, they had performed security
missions, engaged enemy aircraft and provided first response for a casualty evacuation,
Mohammed explained.
"The training is really realistic and they are putting us through a lot, but it's not a war zone.
Here you can make mistakes, so it's a great opportunity to develop our younger Soldiers,"
Mohammed said.
"We're putting them in charge as much as possible, they're learning to make decisions and if
they're wrong, they learn from them. That's why we're here," Mohammed added.
If I get taken out of the fight, they need to take charge and know each other's role, so we're
doing a lot of cross training while we're here," Mohammed explained.
A significant part of the exercise is the professional observers and trainers who identify
shortfalls and provide feedback and guidance to develop correction plans for improvement for
when the unit returns home. The ultimate goal is to depart from the exercise with valuable
lessons to improve the unit's readiness and future training plans.
"I'm impressed with how the infantry Soldiers are dealing with the environmental conditions
and their resiliency. The heat and humidity could be having a much larger impact on their
effectiveness and they're dealing with it really well," said Capt. John Herger, a senior
observer-controller-trainer with JRTC Operations Group.
"So far they are demonstrating a strong adherence to Army doctrine and they'll learn what
they're good at and recognize areas where they need improvement," Herger said.
"My job is to prepare Soldiers to go into combat, there is always a marked improvement in
the units that come through JRTC; there is always something of value to learn," Herger
exclaimed.
Training at JRTC isn't entirely a force on force event. Six of the brigade task force rifle
companies conducted a three-day live-fire exercise at Fort Polk, employing all of the unit's
weapons in the squads and platoons along with supporting elements such as mortars and
engineers.
Both Alpha and Charlie Companies of the 69th Infantry participated in the live-fire, with
augmentation from Delta Company and headquarters elements. The training, over three days,

included a walk-through, blank fire rehearsal and finally a full company event with live
munitions.
"The skill and professionalism of the Soldiers, to include their supporting platoon from Delta
Company and engineer team was outstanding," said Brig. Gen. Raymond Shields, the New
York Army National Guard commander and observer of Charlie Company, led by Cpt.
Andrew Prior during the live-fire on July 25.
"The event was extremely realistic and tough training for the unit as they advanced over three
days from crawl, walk, run with a culminating live fire," Shields said.
"Although hot, sweaty, and dirty when done, the Soldiers were all excited on completing such
a challenging training event," Shields said.
"Captain Prior and his entire unit have learned a great deal from this JRTC experience,"
Shields continued. "As a testament to the effectiveness of the training, several Soldiers told
me they would love to do this every drill weekend."
The 1-69th Infantry and all of Task Force Hunter will train through the end of July before
returning to their home stations in early August.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/872350/new-yorks-fighting-69thfaces-off-against-opposing-force-and-tests-skills/
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Joint Readiness Training Center is making it real for Massachusetts Soldiers
Nationalguard.mil, July 22, 2016:

FORT POLK, La. - Nearly 700 Soldiers from the Massachusetts Army National Guard are
being put to the test at the Joint Readiness Training Center, or JRTC, July 9-30.
"This is truly realistic training and the lessons they learn here will only make our Soldiers
better," said Massachusetts Air National Guard Maj. Gen. Gary Keefe, the Massachusetts
National Guard Adjutant General.
"When I see a company commander and his first sergeant wearing uniforms that are filthy and
in shreds and their Soldiers' are just as tattered, it tells me they are getting serious realistic
training," Keefe said.
The Soldiers are conducting combat training against a well-trained opposing force, civilian
role-players on the battlefield, high-tech systems that monitor the action and observercontrollers to evaluate unit actions.

The Massachusetts troops joined over 3,000 Soldiers of New York's 27th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team and another 1,000 Soldiers from other state Army National Guard units, active
Army and Army Reserve troops.
Keefe talked to Soldiers and leaders from the 1st Battalion, 182nd Infantry headquartered in
Melrose with companies in Ayer, Braintree, Middleboro, and Dorchester Mass., the 387th
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Co. based at Camp Edwards, Cape Cod, the 272nd Chemical
Co. from Reading and the 1182nd Forward Support Battalion based in Dorchester during a
visit to Fort Polk, Louisiana, July 20.
"JRTC develops smarter, better Soldiers," said Command Sgt. Major Carlos Ramos Rivera,
Massachusetts Army National Guard State Command Sgt. Major and senior enlisted advisor.
"The training is intended to be challenging – the better the unit, the harder the fight."
The training support personnel, opposing forces and evaluators moderate the fight based on
the level of the unit. If the unit is hitting the mark on each objective, then they ratchet it up
and it gets tougher. If the unit is weaker in an area, they slow it down to give the unit time to
figure it out, make the right decisions and correct their actions – then they ratchet it up some
more, Ramos Rivera explained.
"Bottom line - if our Soldiers and leaders are better coming out of this, then I call that a huge
success," said Ramos Rivera.
"This exercise is challenging but especially beneficial for our young Soldiers because it gives
them a first-hand look at the complexity involved in deploying and sustaining a force, but also
how the decisions that are made impact everything they do," said 1st Battalion, 182nd
Infantry Command Sgt. Major Gary Comeau.
The training is designed to hone their infantry skills and practice integrating combat
operations, ranging from infantry troops engaging in close combat with the enemy to artillery
fire and aviation integration.
"Our Soldiers are really impressed with what they see and are blown away with all the
infantry support we have in the fight," Comeau said.
"Having tanks, Strykers, Ravens and close-air support from Chinook and Blackhawk
helicopters all in one location is not something you normally see outside of a deployment,"
Comeau explained.
"These Soldiers are pushing way past their comfort zone which makes for a great learning
experience," Comeau said.
"This is a great opportunity to be challenged – the pace here just keeps moving," said Spec.
Yasmine Estrella, a signal specialist assigned to Headquarters Co., 272nd Chemical Co.,
based in Reading, Mass.

The 272nd Chemical Co. brings Nuclear, Biological and Chemical (NBC) Reconnaissance
and Decontamination Operations as well as smoke operations to the exercise.
"With more than two weeks in the field there is no time to unwind before you're back on
mission," Estrella explained. "You are really testing yourself as a Soldier and as a company but also personally," she said.
"You're constantly finding the balance between taking care of yourself, each other and getting
the mission done. This is so important because it teaches you to prioritize the needs of
Soldiers and the needs of the company in order to complete the mission," Estrella exclaimed.
Estrella transfers to the 101st Field Artillery Regiment based in Brockton, Massachusetts,
later this year. Estrella will be the first female enlisted Soldier to serve in the oldest field
artillery regiment in the United State Army.
"I am extremely proud of what our Soldiers are accomplishing here, but even more impressed
with their attitude and moral, especially since they are dealing with lack of sleep, austere
living conditions while engaged in fighting opposing forces and doing it all in such high heat
and humidity. They are really getting a lot out of this training," Keefe said.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/853192/joint-readiness-trainingcenter-is-making-it-real-for-massachusetts-soldiers/
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Soldiers Participate in Convoy Training at Fort Polk, La.
Defense.gov, July 29, 2016 :

Soldiers Participate in Convoy Training at
Fort Polk, La.
Soldiers participate in convoy exercises at the Joint Readiness Training Center in Fort Polk,
La., July 17, 2016. Photos by Army National Guard Sgt. Maj. Corine Lombardo
http://www.defense.gov/Media/Collection-View/CollectionID/15589
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New York Field Artillery's 'Bronx Boys' fire up JRTC
Army.mil, July 29,2016:

FORT POLK, La. - One hundred New York Army National Guard Soldiers from Battery B,
1st Battalion, 258th Field Artillery, based in Bronx, N.Y., deployed their cannons and
munitions from New York to the fight at the Army's Joint Readiness Training Center in
Louisiana, July 27, 2016.
"There's nothing like feeling the power of the howitzer - your adrenaline is up and you can
feel it vibrate through your whole body" exclaimed Spc. Jose Cordero, a radio operator, or
radio telephone operator (RTO) for "Bravo" Battery's Gun 8. "You know you have to respect
it."
As the RTO, Cordero communicates with the battalion command or fire direction and
transmits the target lists, and fire plans to the observer.
"The highlight of the training here was the live fire," Cordero enthused.
The artillery battery joined more than 200 Soldiers of the 1-258th Field Artillery from
Jamaica and Newburgh, N.Y. as part of JRTC rotation 16-08, supporting the 27th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, based in Syracuse, N.Y., leading Task Force Hunter. The Soldiers,
who refer to themselves as the Bronx Boys, are battling the environment, the summer heat
and a trained opposing force in an exercise that brings as much realism as possible to troops.
The battery came with M119 lightweight towed howitzers that provide direct and indirect fire
support to the brigade elements deployed here for training in combined arms operations.
According to Sgt. Erik Paredes, a M119 gunner assigned to Bravo Battery, Gun 8, the M119
fires 105mm ammunition that includes high explosive rounds, high explosive rocket assisted
shells, illuminating star shells and white phosphorous smoke cartridges.
The M119 fires on high trajectories at low velocities and can be easily moved and rapidly
deployed in the field to deliver optimum fire power with less combat weight. With a lower
silhouette it is primarily towed by a Humvee or air dropped by parachute and also sling
carried under a CH-47 Chinook or UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter, Paredes explained.
The Joint Training Center affords combat training in a realistic environment which features a
well-trained opposing force, civilian role-players on the battlefield, high-tech systems which
monitor the action and effects of all weapons and observer-controllers to evaluate unit
actions.
Paredes noted the challenges when faced with an aggressive opposing force, knowing that the
artillery batteries are a valued target.
"They've kept us on the move here - we keep moving our position, digging in and setting up
camouflage netting to stay concealed from the enemy, it's the only way to keep alive,"
Paredes said.
"We are running 24-hour operations, so most of us are awake at night because that's when

you're vulnerable to attack. We use rest cycles to make sure we've functional when needed,"
explained Paredes. "Bottom line is we support the front line infantry, we need to tough it out
and be ready when they call for fires."
When Gun 8 isn't on the move, setting up or providing fire support they are focusing on team
building.
"This is great because we get to apply our training and use the skills we learned over the
years, but even more so is sharing with each other. There is no boundaries on knowledge,"
Paredes exclaimed.
Team building is more than a benefit for the artillery crews, it is a necessity. All the forces at
JRTC wear a laser harness for the force on force training. With the force on force training,
any number of artillery Soldiers can become casualties and removed from the fight.
"We are cross training all of our team positions. No one is limited to just their own job, each
Soldier is learning the skills at the next level to build proficiency and confidence. Anyone of
us could be taken out or thrown into taking on additional responsibilities, if something
happens to one of our team. It's our job as leaders to make sure each one of us is prepared if
that happens, Paredes enthused.
"JRTC gives a realism to the fight - a sense of urgency - and seeing helicopters, cavalry and
infantry all in the same place really sets the mindset of battle. You see how things come
together, especially what we bring to the fight," explained 1st Lt. Vadim Yegorov, a fire
direction officer for Bravo Battery.
"We're learning a lot. It takes a lot of multi-tasking to stay in front of the enemy and be able
to attack, especially with the challenges of the hot weather, working around the clock, lack of
showers, food and sleep," Yegorov said. "We're making do by being creative and adapting
and taking it one day at a time."
A significant part of the exercise is the professional observers and trainers who watch over the
training to identify shortfalls and provide feedback and guidance.
"These guys have come a long way since they've been here. They went from setting up the
first time in an unfamiliar terrain in 10 hours to 30 minutes. It's all about repetition which isn't
something they can do with only 39 days of training a year in the National Guard," explained
Sgt. 1st Class James Howard, an observer-controller/trainer assigned to Task Force Fires,
JRTC Operations Group.
The goal of the entire exercise is to make the unit better, Howard said, and to bring back
lessons to help the batteries plan for future training. Gun 8 and Bravo Battery have been doing
that throughout, he said.
"They are listening to guidance and suggestions and you can see that their taking in what they
learn from the Fire Direction Center," Howard said.

https://www.army.mil/article/172475/new_york_field_artillerys_bronx_boys_fire_up_jrtc
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New York's 108th Infantry sweating out 'Blood and Iron' at JRTC
Army.mil, July 28, 2016 :

FORT POLK, La. - New York Army National Guard infantrymen from the 2nd Battalion,
108th Infantry Regiment knew that the summer heat in Atropia would be hard. They also
knew that their enemy would be harder and came prepared to battle both.
The Soldiers are at Fort Polk's Joint Readiness Training Center practicing their collective
skills as a battalion while supporting the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team's Task Force
Hunter, deploying some 5,000 Soldiers into the maneuver box, known here as the fictitious
country of Atropia.
The security mission for the roughly 700 Soldiers is to help safeguard local "civilians" while
neutralizing any threats from an opposing force. The battalion task force was joined by U.S.
Army Soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division who are augmenting the task force - reinforcing
the benefits of training National Guard and active duty forces side-by-side.
"By the end of this rotation the battalion and Soldiers will become more proficient in their
assigned tasks," said Capt. John Noecker, assistant operations officer for the 2-108th Infantry.
Noecker deployed to JRTC in 2000 when he served on active duty with the 10th Mountain
Division.
"I am quite impressed with how cohesive the unit is, seeing that most of them are part-time
Soldiers," Noecker said, a relatively new addition to the battalions staff in the past year.
The JRTC rotation allows Army units to conduct combat training in a realistic environment
which features a well-trained opposing force, civilian role-players on the battlefield, high-tech
systems that monitor the action and observer-controllers/trainers who evaluate unit actions
and provide feedback and guidance.
For many of the younger Soldiers like Pfc. John Iselo, a chemical non-commissioned officer
assigned to the battalion, this JRTC rotation is his first major training event since joining the
Army National Guard last year.
"It's kind of like laser tag on steroids," Isleo said. "I'm looking forward to it."
Soldiers from Bravo Company, 1st. Battalion, 87th Infantry, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th
Mountain Division from Fort Drum were attached to the 2-108th for the JRTC rotation.
Strengthening the collaborative training between active duty and National Guard Soldiers side
by side.

Sfc. Spencer Townsend, a platoon sergeant assigned to 1-87th Infantry, said his Soldiers had
to adjust to working with a new battalion.
"It's great working with the 2-108th," Townsend said. "They're taking really good care of us."
Sgt. Bernie Roberts, assigned to Bravo Co., 2-108th Infantry, said that JRTC provides a steep
learning curve but that the two elements quickly learned from each other.
"It's been fun working with the 1-87th, the cooperation is great and we work very well
together," Roberts said.
According to Sgt. Jon Sahagun, an infantryman with the 2-108th infantrymen, sharing tactics,
techniques and procedures for the infantry companies isn't easy when units are constantly on
the move, under fire or simply staying hydrated in the summer heat of central Louisiana.
Getting together with their active duty peers during breaks in the battle or resets for new
missions helps the time pass for both units, Sahagun explained.
"We talk to each other a lot, it helps the time go by and helps us bond by getting to know each
other better," Sahagun said.
In spite of the challenges of JRTC, including the constantly changing fragmentary orders
known as fragos, the opposing forces and the weather, the battalion has lived up to its motto,
"Blood and Iron." said Staff Sgt. Nathan Shakerley, and infantryman assigned to 2-108th
Headquarters Co.
"Between the fragos and the heat, the Soldiers have done a great job and they did what they
had to do to get the mission done," Shakerley said. "I'm very proud of them."
https://www.army.mil/article/172430/new_yorks_108th_infantry_sweating_out_blood_and_ir
on_at_jrtc
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New York troops train, teach logistics lessons at JRTC
Army.mil, July 29, 2016:

FORT POLK, La. -- Despite the threat of indirect fire, attack by opposing forces, and the
Louisiana heat, the New York Army National Guard mechanics of Company E, 427th
Brigade Support Battalion have shown their ability to perform their mission at one of the
Army's most demanding training sites at Fort Polk's Joint Readiness Training Center and still
teach their newer Soldiers along the way.
The Soldiers of the 427th BSB are responsible for providing medical, supply, and
maintenance support to the over 3,500 Soldiers of the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team.
During the brigade's month long training at the JRTC July 9-30, it will conduct combat

training in a realistic environment that features a well-trained opposing force, civilian roleplayers on the battlefield, high-tech systems that monitor the action and observercontroller/trainers to evaluate unit actions.
The 427th BSB's medical, maintenance, supply and transportation, and support companies are
tasked with keeping the maneuver and combat elements in the fight during the rotation's 10day combat training exercise. The JRTC replicates are the required combat service support
requirements that the 427th manages: treating casualties, fixing equipment and delivering
supplies and ammunition.
Sgt. Adam Lamb, assigned to Co. E, is the only generator mechanic in the maintenance
company. Responsible for keeping all of the generators in the logistics support area running,
Lamb has still been able to find time to lend his experience to the wheeled vehicle mechanics
and also learn from their experience.
"I have an outstanding support system with the rest of the mechanics," Lamb said. "A lot of
them have an immense amount of experience, both in the military and on the civilian side. For
any question I have along the way, I have a good core of NCOs that I can fall back on to
check and make sure I'm doing the right thing."
The mechanics of the maintenance company came prepared for their mission, leveraging their
experience from past rotations and overseas deployments to know the parts and equipment
they would need for an extended field exercise without external support. Their preparations
paid off, allowing the mechanics to repair over a dozen vehicles with real-world mechanical
failures, Lamb said.
As the JRTC exercise progresses the mechanics are faced with a variety of field problems,
including mechanical failure, vehicles stuck in concertina wire, and battle damage. These
problems give the senior enlisted the opportunity to refresh their own skills and teach the
younger Soldiers how to solve issues they may have never encountered.
"We work with the junior enlisted about how we would approach problems," he said. "We do
walk throughs and we talk them through the tools that would be used in each type of event. A
lot of people in this unit have been deployed, so they share their experiences from the past on
how they actually have resolved situations that have been notionally presented to us here."
But working on problems in a stressful and fast paced environment is only one part of the
mechanics' JRTC training. The exercise requirements of planning and executing resupply
convoys as a team has provided training and experience beyond the normal monthly drills,
Lamb said.
"Team building is the biggest thing I've gotten out of JRTC, and certainly training with the
junior enlisted and establishing trust with them," he said. "That's definitely fast-tracked in an
environment like this, as opposed to a normal weekend drill."
Outside of Co. E's own training, working with the infantry companies gives both sides an

opportunity to learn about the others' operations and give infantrymen confidence in calling
on Co. E for assistance.
"When they have a vehicle go down, they might not know where to start," he said. "It may
seem like a large problem to them, but with us they're able to solve it really quickly."
"I can't say that they've had a vehicle go down that we haven't been able to resolve the
problem," Lamb said.
https://www.army.mil/article/172429/new_york_troops_train_teach_logistics_lessons_at_jrtc
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Soldiers Participate in Mass Casualty Exercise
Defense.gov, July 25, 2016:

Soldiers participate during a mass casualty exercise at the Joint Readiness Training Center,
Fort Polk, La., July 16, 2016. Photos by Army National Guard Sgt. Harley Jelis
http://www.defense.gov/Media/Collection-View/CollectionID/15573
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New York's 'Fighting 69th' faces off opposing force and tests skills at JRTC
Army.mil, July 25, 2016:

FORT POLK, La. -- For once, the infantry were not walking. With the sound of rotor blades
echoing in the central Louisiana night, hundreds of Soldiers from the New York Army
National Guard's 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry conducted an aerial movement from staging
areas to secure a military objective July 19, 2016 as part of the Fort Polk Joint Readiness
Training Center here in the fictitious nation of Atropia.
The New York Army National Guard Soldiers and their supporting aviation elements are part
of JRTC rotation 16-08, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, based in Syracuse,
N.Y., leading Task Force Hunter. The Soldiers are battling the environment, summer heat and
a trained opposing force in an exercise that brings as much realism as possible to troops.
"With the pace, lack of sleep and all the assets they have here, it really feels like you're
deployed," said Sgt. Alexis Bruno, from Brooklyn, N.Y., a sniper assigned to the 1-69th
Infantry Headquarters Company.

The battalion employed CH-47 Chinooks and UH-60 Blackhawks to move forces quickly
forward and allow the brigade task force to conduct a relief in place with Army paratroopers
of the 82nd Airborne Division's 1st Brigade Combat Team. The paratroopers, based at Fort
Bragg, N.C., conducted an airborne assault July 17 to secure key objectives in Atropia for the
training exercise.
The infantry troops join more than 5,000 other Soldiers, including Army National Guard,
Army Reserve and active Army elements of the task force for the JRTC rotation, running
from July 9-30 to challenge the task force in combined arms operations against a trained
opposing force.
"Overall it's a great experience, the role players make it seem real, and we're fighting in a
fully functional city and interacting with residents," Bruno said. "We just treat people with
respect and they react to what you do."
The Joint Training Center affords combat training in a realistic environment which features a
well-trained opposing force, civilian role-players on the battlefield, high-tech systems which
monitor the action and effects of all weapons and observer-controllers to evaluate unit
actions.
"Our Soldiers are constantly on the move -- using the skills they already have and learning
real fast how to function at high speed with minimum sleep because you never know when
you'll be called into the fight and have a mission," said Staff Sgt. Irshaad Mohamed, an
infantryman from Queens, N.Y. and section leader assigned to Co. D, 1-69th Infantry. "You
need to be ready to roll at a moment's notice."
Delta Company is the battalion's quick reaction force or QRF, and is the rapid response to
developing situations. By July 23rd, in the unit's first 96 hours, they had performed security
missions, engaged enemy aircraft and provided first response for a casualty evacuation,
Mohammed explained.
"The training is really realistic and they are putting us through a lot, but it's not a war zone.
Here you can make mistakes, so it's a great opportunity to develop our younger Soldiers,"
Mohammed said.
"We're putting them in charge as much as possible, they're learning to make decisions and if
they're wrong, they learn from them. That's why we're here," Mohammed added.
If I get taken out of the fight, they need to take charge and know each other's role, so we're
doing a lot of cross training while we're here," Mohammed explained.
A significant part of the exercise is the professional observers and trainers who identify
shortfalls and provide feedback and guidance to develop correction plans for improvement for
when the unit returns home. The ultimate goal is to depart from the exercise with valuable
lessons to improve the unit's readiness and future training plans.

"I'm impressed with how the infantry Soldiers are dealing with the environmental conditions
and their resiliency. The heat and humidity could be having a much larger impact on their
effectiveness and they're dealing with it really well," said Capt. John Herger, a senior
observer-controller-trainer with JRTC Operations Group.
"So far they are demonstrating a strong adherence to Army doctrine and they'll learn what
they're good at and recognize areas where they need improvement," Herger said.
"My job is to prepare Soldiers to go into combat, there is always a marked improvement in
the units that come through JRTC; there is always something of value to learn," Herger
exclaimed.
Training at JRTC isn't entirely a force on force event. Six of the brigade task force rifle
companies conducted a three-day life-fire exercise at Fort Polk, employing all of the unit's
weapons in the squads and platoons along with supporting elements such as mortars and
engineers.
Both Alpha and Charlie Companies of the 69th Infantry participated in the live-fire, with
augmentation from Delta Company and headquarters elements. The training, over three days,
included a walk-through, blank fire rehearsal and finally a full company event with live
munitions.
"The skill and professionalism of the Soldiers, to include their supporting platoon from Delta
Company and engineer team was outstanding," said Brig. Gen. Raymond Shields, the New
York Army National Guard commander and observer of Charlie Company, led by Cpt.
Andrew Prior during the live-fire on July 25.
"The event was extremely realistic and tough training for the unit as they advanced over three
days from crawl, walk, run with a culminating live fire," Shields said.
"Although hot, sweaty, and dirty when done, the Soldiers were all excited on completing such
a challenging training event," Shields said.
"Captain Prior and his entire unit have learned a great deal from this JRTC experience,"
Shields continued. "As a testament to the effectiveness of the training, several Soldiers told
me they would love to do this every drill weekend."
The 1-69th Infantry and all of Task Force Hunter will train through the end of July before
returning to their home stations in early August.
https://www.army.mil/article/172156/new_yorks_fighting_69th_faces_off_opposing_force_a
nd_tests_skills_at_jrtc
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New York Cavalry Scouts are early warning for 27th Infantry Brigade at JRTC
Army.mil, July 25, 2016:

FORT POLK, La. -- Hidden deep in the tree line of Fort Polk, La., are dozens of cavalry
scouts, watching and waiting for enemy forces to move through their area, July 23, 2016.
They are part of more than 80 New York Army National Guard scouts assigned to Bravo
Troop, 2nd Squadron, 101st Cavalry, based in Jamestown, N.Y., and they are the eyes and
ears for New York's 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team training at the Joint Readiness
Training Center, July 9-30, 2016.
The scouts join more than 5,000 other Soldiers, including Army National Guard, Army
Reserve and active Army elements of the task force for the JRTC rotation to challenge the
task force in combined arms operations against a trained opposing force.
The training integrates combat operations ranging from infantry troops engaging in close
combat with the enemy to integrating and employing artillery and aviation forces.
"The JRTC training has been good but really challenging," said Sgt. 1st Class John Gordnier,
platoon sergeant, B Troop, 2nd Squadron, 101st Cavalry based in Jamestown, N.Y.
"As a cavalry troop, this is the first time we have operated at a platoon level, supporting a
brigade - it adds another dimension to what we do on the battlefield," Gordnier exclaimed.
Cavalry scouts move both mounted and dismounted in front of the infantry task force to
provide reconnaissance and evaluate terrain for obstacles, obtain vital battlefield information
on the enemy, such as routes and formations and report this information to the commander
before he commits forces.
"Here, we're the early warning system for the battalion and the brigade - our job is to monitor
and report enemy movement coming through an area and disrupt when possible," Gordnier
said.
According to Gordnier, besides acclimating to the heat and unfamiliar terrain, their biggest
challenge had been conducting missions in the shortened timeline the condensed training
schedule allows.
"We have very little time to go through our usual troop leading procedures - planning,
analyzing both ours and the enemy's courses of action, preparation and rehearsals. We're
doing all this on the fly while driving on the road,"Gordnier explained.
The Training Center provides combat training in a realistic environment that features a welltrained opposing force, civilian role-players on the battlefield, high-tech systems which
monitor the action and observer-controller/trainers to evaluate unit actions.

"The observer-controllers have a lot of knowledge to share and we plan to take advantage of
it," Gordnier said. "The whole purpose of training is to learn something new and influence
how you get better."
"This is an ideal training opportunity for units to work through their operating procedures and
learn what works and what doesn't work. It's all focused on platoon development and shaping
leaders," said Capt. Sam Averitt, a cavalry Observer-Controller assigned to Task Force 4,
JRTC Operations Group.
"Our job is to ensure the Soldiers stay safe - their dealing with high heat and moving vehicles
all over unfamiliar terrain," Averitt said.
"We provide guidance but for the most part stay pretty hands off. They have the basics honed
pretty well and are getting better with repetition. We'll go over improvements through
AARs," Averitt explained.
"This has been a really good opportunity to see the big picture and see how the brigade
combat team works and demonstrate what our Cavalry squad brings to the fight," said 1st Lt.
Josh Williams, an executive officer assigned to B Troop.
According to Williams, the exercise has been realistic. They have been conducting force on
force fighting, reconnaissance missions, screening operations-a defensive maneuver to
provide early warning to infantry troops, clearing mine fields and obstacles and reporting
enemy activity.
"This has been rough training with the lack of sleep and heat, but it's better than anything
we've done. We're used to troop movement and doing our job. This is a good chance to train
our new Soldiers but also for the battalion and brigade to exercise their role," Williams said.
"There are so many moving parts and pieces, everything from moving troops into the fight to
resupplying equipment and Soldiers, it's a constant influx of Soldiers and vehicles. This really
pushes the battalion and brigade to work through the issues that affect company and troop
Soldiers - how decisions are made and communicated really impact our ability to fight - so
they get to learn from their mistakes," Williams said.
https://www.army.mil/article/172158/new_york_cavalry_scouts_are_early_warning_for_27th
_infantry_brigade_at_jrtc
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Civil Support Teams
New York National Guard Civil Support Team Soldiers team up with Naval
Militia

Army.mil, July 27, 2016:

ROUSES POINT, N.Y. -- With a lift from a New York Naval Militia patrol boat and crew,
the New York National Guard's 2nd Civil Support Team showed their ability to find
radioactive sources on boats entering Lake Champlain during Operation Clear Passage.
Working from a 28-foot New York Naval Militia (NYNM) boat, the New York Soldiers and
Airmen boarded vessels stopped by law enforcement to look for radioactive sources - which
could be used to make a dirty bomb -- during the multi-agency homeland security exercise
held in and around the lake from July 22 to 24.
While working on water isn't a new thing for the Civil Support Team (CST), Operation Clear
Passage nonetheless challenged the team's ability to track down multiple sources of
radioactive material in challenging environments and scenarios.
Members of the 2nd CST and NYNM were among more than 75 personnel from 17 federal,
state and international agencies who conducted law enforcement, homeland security and
environmental monitoring missions throughout the operation.
Based at Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia N.Y., the 2nd CST is composed of fulltime National Guard Soldiers and Airmen trained to detect the presence of chemical,
biological, and radiological (CBRN) agents or weapons.
The unit responded to the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks and has regularly been on hand to assist law
enforcement during major events like the Republican National Convention in New York City
in 2004, the annual opening of the United Nations General Assembly, and the U.S. Open.
The New York Naval Militia is a state force of Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard Reserve
members who also volunteer to perform state duty in addition to their federal duties. The
Naval Militia operates a fleet for nine patrol boats and that regularly work with the Coast
Guard, Border Patrol, and local law enforcement agencies.
By providing their knowledge and expertise to law enforcement, 2nd CST members played
"an integral role in the exercise," said New York Army National Guard Maj. Amy Benedetto,
the deputy team commander and resident of Schenectady, N.Y.
"All we do is train to respond to CBRN incidents," Benedetto said. "Law enforcement has this
as an additional duty. We're the subject-matter experts for them. They rely on us for
knowledge."
The 2nd CST, assisted by the NYNM, supported law-enforcement agencies by finding
radioactive material on boats and other areas in and around Lake Champlain, according to
Benedetto and New York Army National Guard Sgt. 1st Class Brandon Willit, a
reconnaissance non-commissioned officer in the 2nd CST. During the exercise, team
members were tasked to find radioactive material on a boat, on Valcour Island and in a
parking lot, said Willit, of Voorheesville, N.Y.

In addition to the danger of contamination, radioactive material can be made into a
Radiological Dispersion Device (RDD) -- otherwise known as a dirty bomb, Benedetto said.
The trainers used a small radiation source to test team members, but the scenarios weren't
easy, she and Willit recalled.
"They really did task our guys," Benedetto said. "It wasn't normal scenarios."
Those scenarios began the morning of July 22. After rallying at Treadwall Bay Marina in
Plattsburgh, N.Y., the 2nd CST, NYNM and several agencies set off for that day's exercise
area, which was near Rouses Point in Lake Champlain. The area is well within sight of the
watery border between the United States and Canada, and near an old railroad trestle that
forms a choke point for boats entering the United States.
Aboard the 28-foot boat operated by NYNM members Chief Petty Officer Wayne Hurlburt
and Petty Officer 1st Class Robert Hill, four members of the 2nd CST didn't have to wait long
before the Clinton County Sheriff's Office boat called them to check a boat they'd stopped.
"All of a sudden you get a hit, and you have to spring into action," Willit said. "Anything that
jumps higher than background (radiation) is something that should be investigated."
After Hill maneuvered alongside the suspect boat, Hurlburt fastened a line to it so the 2nd
CST members could board the boat and locate the radioactive material. During the search,
Hill worked with the sheriff's boat to keep all three craft from drifting in the mild chop.
"Once we both got together, it was easy," recalled Hill, of Grafton, N.Y.
Meanwhile, New York Army National Guard Staff Sgt. David Hansen, the 2nd CST survey
chief, clambered all over the suspect boat, and used an Identifinder detector to locate
radioactive materials.
Though Hansen found the material relatively quickly, the limited space of the boat made it
more difficult to isolate the source of radiation so it could be confirmed, Willit said. Typically
they shield and segregate suspected radiation sources, he explained.
"That allows us to go over the space we checked to confirm there's nothing else there," he
said. "We're not on boats a lot. It kind of limits the way we react."
Trainers also varied the scenarios to test the troops, Benedetto said. For example, they used a
stronger source of radiation to mask a weaker source, forcing team members to use greater
skill, she explained.
"We had to pull out multiple pieces of equipment to get an accurate reading," Benedetto said.
"Our equipment is very sensitive."

Team members passed more tests in the following days, Willit said. They found three
radiation sources in parked cars, and helped law-enforcement agencies search Valcour Island,
he explained.
It was a good training event for the 2nd CST, Benedetto said. In addition to working with a
greater number of their interagency partners, team members were forced to operate outside
their comfort zones, she added.
"We got a unique opportunity to work with law-enforcement agencies in a maritime
operation," she said. "It really did give our guys a challenge. So it was a success."
Willit agreed.
"I learned a lot about borders and the lake," he said. "Having us there was extremely
important."
https://www.army.mil/article/172300/new_york_national_guard_civil_support_team_soldiers
_team_up_with_naval_militia
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Counter Drug Task Force
Warwick police install unit to dispose of drugs safely
Record on Line, Jul. 23, 2016:

WARWICK — The Town of Warwick Police Department, at 132 Kings Highway, has
installed a drug collection unit in its lobby, which is under 24-hour surveillance for safety.
Community members can now dispose of their household drugs 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, no questions asked.
Acceptable items are prescriptions, prescription patches, prescription medications,
prescription ointments, over-the-counter medications, vitamins, sample medications, and
medications for pets. No sharps, needles, aerosols, inhalers or liquids are allowed at this time.
Police will also be responsible for weighing the collected drugs quarterly and disposing of
them annually.
The drug collection unit was provided by CVS Pharmacy. CVS’ Drug Disposal for Safer
Communities Program was created to recognize the importance of safely removing expired
and unwanted prescription drugs from households where they can otherwise become a source
for drug abuse or diversion.

The New York National Guard Counterdrug Task Force has partnered with an incinerator
company in the Hudson Valley to insure affordable, convenient and environmentally friendly
disposal of the drugs for regional law enforcement agencies participating in the program.
The Warwick Valley Prevention Coalition is urging everyone in Warwick to take
advantage of this new service. Studies show that many abused prescription drugs are obtained
from family and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. Many people do not
know how to dispose of their unused medicines properly, often flushing them down the toilet
or throwing them away – both potential safety and health hazards.
The Warwick Valley Prevention Coalition is a group working to engage parents, youth and
community partners in reducing the use of alcohol, marijuana and other drugs in Warwick.
They meet at 6:30 p.m. the fourth Thursday of every month at the Warwick Valley
Community Center, 11 Hamilton Ave., Warwick. Call Annie Colonna at 986-6422 for more
information.
http://www.recordonline.com/news/20160723/warwick-police-install-unit-to-dispose-ofdrugssafely&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTIyNTg0OTU1NTEzOTg0MDExNzAyGjZiNDliNjViOT
gyZmRiMjc6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFiLoHZyZQxnHCVVuErei0wakdRVQ
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Area News: July 25, 2016 :Drug abuse forum set for Wednesday
Oneonta Daily Star, July 25, 2016:

SIDNEY — The next heroin/substance abuse forum will be at 6 p.m. Wednesday at the
Sidney High School library.
At the last meeting, Sgt. John Capellini, civil operator with the New York National Guard
Counterdrug Task Force led the discussions for organizing a community coalition. According
to a media release, the group reached an agreement on its name, “Tri-Town Coalition on
Substance Abuse”; its vision statement, “To foster a community committed to promoting a
healthy and safe living environment.”; and its mission, “To reduce and prevent substance
abuse through awareness, education and community action.”
Catholic Charities made a presentation about its services for individuals challenged with
substance abuse, one of which is Narcan training. A training is being scheduled.
At Wednesday’s meeting, Capellini will continue to lead the group in developing the
community coalition based on coalition strategies and best practices.
Attendees will also continue to divide into small groups and begin developing committees and
programs to address the needs identified, the release said.

http://www.thedailystar.com/community/community_news/area-news-july/article_2ccae565a7ac-5dbf-92b3-1e4f52d99df1.html
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Naval Militia
N.Y. National Guard CST Floats Detection Skills in Maritime Homeland
Security Exercise
Seapower Magazine Online, July 27, 2016:

ROUSES POINT, N.Y. — With a lift from a New York Naval Militia patrol boat and crew,
the New York National Guard’s 2nd Civil Support Team showed their ability to find
radioactive sources on boats entering Lake Champlain during Operation Clear Passage.
Working from a 28-foot New York Naval Militia (NYNM) boat, the New York Soldiers and
Airmen boarded vessels stopped by law enforcement to look for radioactive sources — which
could be used to make a dirty bomb — during the multi-agency homeland security exercise
held in and around the lake from July 22 to 24.
While working on water isn’t a new thing for the Civil Support Team (CST), Operation Clear
Passage nonetheless challenged the team’s ability to track down multiple sources of
radioactive material in challenging environments and scenarios.
Members of the 2nd CST and NYNM were among more than 75 personnel from 17 federal,
state and international agencies who conducted law enforcement, homeland security and
environmental monitoring missions throughout the operation.
Based at Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia N.Y., the 2nd CST is composed of fulltime National Guard Soldiers and Airmen trained to detect the presence of chemical,
biological, and radiological (CBRN) agents or weapons.

The unit responded to the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks and has regularly been on hand to assist law
enforcement during major events like the Republican National Convention in New York City
in 2004, the annual opening of the United Nations General Assembly, and the U.S. Open.
The New York Naval Militia is a state force of Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard
Reserve members who also volunteer to perform state duty in addition to their federal duties.
The Naval Militia operates a fleet for nine patrol boats and that regularly work with the Coast
Guard, Border Patrol, and local law enforcement agencies.
By providing their knowledge and expertise to law enforcement, 2nd CST members played
“an integral role in the exercise,” said New York Army National Guard Maj. Amy Benedetto,
the deputy team commander and resident of Schenectady, N.Y.
“All we do is train to respond to CBRN incidents,” Benedetto said. “Law enforcement has
this as an additional duty. We’re the subject-matter experts for them. They rely on us for
knowledge.”
The 2nd CST, assisted by the NYNM, supported law-enforcement agencies by finding
radioactive material on boats and other areas in and around Lake Champlain, according to
Benedetto and New York Army National Guard Sgt. 1st Class Brandon Willit, a
reconnaissance non-commissioned officer in the 2nd CST. During the exercise, team
members were tasked to find radioactive material on a boat, on Valcour Island and in a
parking lot, said Willit, of Voorheesville, N.Y.
In addition to the danger of contamination, radioactive material can be made into a
Radiological Dispersion Device (RDD) — otherwise known as a dirty bomb, Benedetto said.
The trainers used a small radiation source to test team members, but the scenarios weren’t
easy, she and Willit recalled.
“They really did task our guys,” Benedetto said. “It wasn’t normal scenarios.”
Those scenarios began the morning of July 22. After rallying at Treadwall Bay Marina in
Plattsburgh, N.Y., the 2nd CST, NYNM and several agencies set off for that day’s exercise
area, which was near Rouses Point in Lake Champlain. The area is well within sight of the
watery border between the United States and Canada, and near an old railroad trestle that
forms a choke point for boats entering the United States.
Aboard the 28-foot boat operated by NYNM members Chief Petty Officer Wayne Hurlburt
and Petty Officer 1st Class Robert Hill, four members of the 2nd CST didn’t have to wait
long before the Clinton County Sheriff’s Office boat called them to check a boat they’d
stopped.
“All of a sudden you get a hit, and you have to spring into action,” Willit said. “Anything that
jumps higher than background (radiation) is something that should be investigated.”

After Hill maneuvered alongside the suspect boat, Hurlburt fastened a line to it so the 2nd
CST members could board the boat and locate the radioactive material. During the search,
Hill worked with the sheriff’s boat to keep all three craft from drifting in the mild chop.
“Once we both got together, it was easy,” recalled Hill, of Grafton, N.Y.
Meanwhile, New York Army National Guard Staff Sgt. David Hansen, the 2nd CST survey
chief, clambered all over the suspect boat, and used an Identifinder detector to locate
radioactive materials.
Though Hansen found the material relatively quickly, the limited space of the boat made it
more difficult to isolate the source of radiation so it could be confirmed, Willit said.
Typically, they shield and segregate suspected radiation sources, he explained.
“That allows us to go over the space we checked to confirm there’s nothing else there,” he
said. “We’re not on boats a lot. It kind of limits the way we react.”
Trainers also varied the scenarios to test the troops, Benedetto said. For example, they used a
stronger source of radiation to mask a weaker source, forcing team members to use greater
skill, she explained.
“We had to pull out multiple pieces of equipment to get an accurate reading,” Benedetto said.
“Our equipment is very sensitive.”
Team members passed more tests in the following days, Willit said. They found three
radiation sources in parked cars, and helped law-enforcement agencies search Valcour Island,
he explained.
It was a good training event for the 2nd CST, Benedetto said. In addition to working with a
greater number of their interagency partners, team members were forced to operate outside
their comfort zones, she added.
“We got a unique opportunity to work with law-enforcement agencies in a maritime
operation,” she said. “It really did give our guys a challenge. So it was a success.”
Willit agreed.
“I learned a lot about borders and the lake,” he said. “Having us there was extremely
important.”
http://seapowermagazine.org/stories/20160727-naval-militia.html
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New York Air National Guard
Correction: Air Guard-Top Airman story
The Associated Press, July 26, 2016 :

Correction: Air Guard-Top Airman story
The Associated Press, July 26, 2016 Updated: July 26, 2016 at 7:20 am
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — In a story July 25 about a woman becoming the top enlisted airman
in the New York Air National Guard, The Associated Press reported misspelled her last name.
She is Command Chief Master Sgt. Amy Giaquinto, not Gianquinto.
A corrected version of the story is below:
Upstate woman becomes top enlisted airman in NY Air Guard
A veteran of the war in Afghanistan has become the first woman to hold the top enlisted
airman's position in the New York Air National Guard
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — A veteran of the war in Afghanistan has become the first woman to
hold the top enlisted airman's position in the New York Air National Guard.
State Division of Military and Naval Affairs officials say Chief Master Sgt. Amy Giaquinto of
Ballston Spa in Saratoga County formally took over the position of command chief master
sergeant during a ceremony held Monday afternoon at the agency's headquarters in suburban
Albany.
As command chief master sergeant Giaquinto is the top enlisted airman among the state's
5,800-member Air Guard. She reports directly to the commander of the Air National Guard
on issues pertaining to enlisted personnel.

She replaces Chief Master Sgt. Richard King, who held the position since 2010.
http://gazette.com/correction-air-guard-top-airman-story/article/feed/376460
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Chief Master Sgt. Amy Giaquinto becomes command chief of New York Air
National Guard
National Guard.mil, July 26, 2016:

LATHAM, N.Y. - New York Air National Guard Command Chief Master Sgt. Amy
Giaquinto became the first woman to serve as the top enlisted Airman in the 5,800- member
New York Air National Guard during a change of authority at New York State Division of
Military and Naval Affairs headquarters here.
Giaquinto, who first served in the Army in 1984, had been serving Command Chief Master
Sgt. for the 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia. She is a resident
of Ballston Spa, New York.
She replaces Command Chief Master Sgt. Richard D. King who has been the Command Chief
of the New York Air National Guard since 2010 and has been named to serve as the
Command Chief of the 1st Air Force, a three-star general officer command responsible for the
air defense of the United States.
As the Command Chief of the New York Air National Guard, Giaquinto will be the senior
enlisted advisor on training and morale of the enlisted force to Maj. Gen. Anthony German,
the commander of the New York Air National Guard and the adjutant general of New York.
The New York Air National Guard, comprised of five wings and four separate units,
including Airmen charged with the air defense of the eastern United States and the
Washington, D.C., area, is the largest Air National Guard in the United States.
During the ceremony, Giaquinto praised her husband, New York Air National Guard Chief
Master Sgt. Mark Giaquinto,– for his support of her career, as well as her children: Alyssa
Giaquinto, a senior airman in the Air National Guard; Ashlyn Giaquinto, a college student;
and her son Aidan Giaquinto, a middle school student.
"When you serve in the military, your family serves with you," she said.
Giaquinto thanked German for "having the trust and confidence in me to lead the men and
women of the New York Air National Guard."

She also praised the senior Air National Guard non-commissioned officers at the five air
wings across the state.
Giaquinto joined the New York Air National Guard in 1997 as an information manager for
the 109th Airlift Wing.
She served seven years in the Logistics Readiness Squadron managing the Orderly Room.
During this time she also served on the Base Honor Guard.
In 2004 Giaquinto was selected as the Information Resource Manager in the
Communications Flight where she became the focal point for all Information Management
related issues that included training 27 Information Managers and serving as the Webmaster,
and Freedom of Information Act Manager.
In 2006 Giaquinto was selected as the Office Manager for the Wing Command Staff,
administering executive support for the Wing Commander, Vice Commander and Executive
Officer. During this time she also served on the Air National Guard Portal Advisory Council,
Region 1 Portal Content Manager and Unit Deployment Manager.
In 2009 Giaquinto deployed to Afghanistan in Operation Enduring Freedom, and in 2010 she
was selected as a Human Resource Specialist at the New York State Joint Force Headquarters
(JFHQ), New York Air National Guard (NYANG) in Latham.
She retrained into the Personnel Career Field and handled all Officer Personnel Programs,
including administrative support for both the Commander and the Chief of Staff of the New
York Air National Guard.
She has been actively involved with the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Program
serving as a Victim Advocate and as a Bystander Intervention trainer at the Joint Forces
Headquarters and the 109th Airlift Wing.
In 2011, Chief Giaquinto was selected as the Personnel Superintendent and became the New
York Joint Forces Headquarters Sexual Assault Response Coordinator-Air providing training,
guidance and administrative support to the JFHQs and all of the New York Air National
Guard.
She was selected as the 109th Airlift Wing Command Chief in 2013.
Giaquinto holds an Associate of Applied Science Degree from the Community College of the
Air Force.Her awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Commendation
Medal, the Air Force Achievement Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, and the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.
The 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh, operates the C-17
Globemaster III strategic transport aircraft and provides support to U.S. military operations
around the world.

The 106th Rescue Wing, based at Westhampton Beach, provides search and rescue services
and operates the HH-60 Pavehawk rescue helicopter and the CH-130 search and rescue
aircraft.
The 107th Airlift Wing at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is in the process of becoming an
MQ-9, remotely piloted aircraft unit.
The 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia operates the LC-130
Skibird aircraft, the largest ski-equipped aircraft in the world, which can land on ice and snow
and supports missions in the Antarctic and the Arctic.
The 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field Air National Guard Base in Syracuse operates the
MQ-9 remotely piloted aircraft. The wing also provides training to MQ-9 pilots and sensor
operators and mechanics.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/858133/chief-master-sgt-amygiaquinto-becomes-command-chief-of-new-york-air-national-g/
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Restored Training Jet Brought Back As Monument to NY Air National
Guard:The jet is one of only a few hundred still in existence; there were 7,000
originally built.
White Plains Patch, July 28, 2016 5:28 pm ET:

WHITE PLAINS, NY — Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino welcomed the iconic
Lockheed T-33 jet, known as the “T-Bird,” back to the Westchester County Airport after it
was being restored for almost a year, according to information provided by the county.
Astorino was joined by Lt Col Joseph Wooley of the Civil Air Patrol and Group Commander
from the Southeast Group of the New York Wing stationed at the airport and Peter Scherrer,
manager of the Westchester County Airport.
“We welcome back the Westchester County Airport this icon of American strength and
ingenuity,” said Astorino. “Most importantly, we re-dedicate this monument, re-affirm our
gratitude and respect to the men and women who have served, and continue to serve in the
New York Air National Guard.”
Get free real-time news alerts from the White Plains Patch.
The T-33, which was used as a training aircraft by the Air National Guard in WWII, was
placed at the county airport in December of 1997.

Of the 7,000 that were built, this jet is one of only a few hundred remaining today. The
monument, on loan from the U.S. Navy, is dedicated to the men and women of the New York
Air National Guard.
http://patch.com/new-york/whiteplains/restored-training-jet-brought-back-monument-ny-airnational-guard
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Plane on a stick' lands back at Westchester Airport
Journal News, July 28, 2016:

Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino said: "A lot of people see that plane not just as a
symbol of the airport, but a symbol of the county"
The "plane on a stick" has officially returned to Westchester County Airport.
County officials and members of the Civil Air Patrol's New York Wing South East Group
were on hand to rededicate the Lockheed T-33, perched atop a 12-foot pole just outside the
airport entrance, after nine months away for body work.
The jet is a monument to members of the New York Air National Guard, commemorating the
airport as the home of the guard's 105th Flying Unit from 1948 to 1984.
"This is an icon of American strength and its might here at HPN," said County Executive Rob
Astorino, referring to the county-owned facility by its Federal Aviation Administration airport
code.
The jet, also known as the Guardian of the Gate or "T-Bird," sits near the corner of Airport
Road and Purchase Street. It was taken down in mid-October after watching over the
intersection since December 1996. The county had received it on loan from the Navy, and it
was flown north from the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space Museum in Manhattan via helicopter at
the request of then-County Executive Andy O'Rourke.
The county is responsible for its upkeep, Astorino said. During its sabbatical, it was
transported to Elmsford, where it received nine coats of paint.
In its time away, Astorino said residents have asked where the plane went and if it is going to
come back.
The Lockheed T-33, perched outside Westchester CountyBuy Photo

The Lockheed T-33, perched outside Westchester County Airport, and the plaque
commemorating the New York Air National Guard. (Photo: Matt Coyne/The Journal News)
"A lot of people see that plane not just as a symbol of the airport, but a symbol of the county,"
he said.
The T-33 outside of Westchester County Airport — originally the Rye Lake Army Corps Air
Base when it was appropriated by the Army during World War II — is one of just a handful
left over from its run of production and service post-World War II as a training aircraft that
could go up to 600 miles per hour at a range of 1,400 miles. Of the 7,000 produced, only a
few remain and even fewer can fly.
While the T-33 is tethered to the stick, South East Group Lt. Col. Joseph Wooley said its been
a recruiting boon for his organization, the civilian auxiliary of the Air Force. People see it, he
said, and are interested in its symbol.
"It pays honor to the Air National Guard and all they've done," Wooley said.
http://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/westchester/2016/07/28/lockheed-plane-westchesterairport/87660520/
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Afghanistan war veteran to be first woman in key N.Y. military role
New York Daily News ( AP) , July 26, 2016:

A veteran of the war in Afghanistan will be the first woman to hold the top enlisted position
in the New York Air National Guard.
Chief Master Sgt. Amy Gianquinto of Ballston Spa in Saratoga County formally took over the
position of command chief master sergeant during a Monday ceremony at the agency’s
headquarters in suburban Albany, officials said.
As command chief master sergeant, Gianquinto is the top enlisted airman among the state’s
5,800-member Air Guard. She’ll report directly to the commander of the Air National Guard
on issues pertaining to enlisted personnel. She’s replacing Chief Master Sgt. Richard King.
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/woman-hold-key-n-y-military-role-article-1.2726088
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Ballston Spa woman becomes top enlisted airman in NY Air Guard

WRGB, July 25, 2016:

ALBANY--A veteran of the war in Afghanistan has become the first woman to hold the top
enlisted airman's position in the New York Air National Guard.
State Division of Military and Naval Affairs officials say Chief Master Sgt. Amy Gianquinto
of Ballston Spa in Saratoga County formally took over the position of command chief master
sergeant during a ceremony held Monday afternoon at the agency's headquarters in suburban
Albany.
As command chief master sergeant Gianquinto is the top enlisted airman among the state's
5,800-member Air Guard.
She reports directly to the commander of the Air National Guard on issues pertaining to
enlisted personnel.
"I'm just happy that as a woman I had the opportunity to apply for this position and get this
position based on my qualifications. "I hope that future generations of women realize there's
any job in the military that if you have the qualifications and you can meet the standards, just
go for it," said Gianquinto.
She replaces Chief Master Sgt. Richard King, who held the position since 2010.
http://cbs6albany.com/news/local/ballston-spa-woman-becomes-top-enlisted-airman-in-nyair-guard
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Upstate Woman to Become Top Enlisted Airman in NY Air Guard
Associated Press, Jul 25, 2016:

ALBANY, N.Y. — A veteran of the war in Afghanistan is set to become the first woman to
hold the top enlisted airman's position in the New York Air National Guard.
State Division of Military and Naval Affairs officials say Chief Master Sgt. Amy Gianquinto
of Ballston Spa in Saratoga County will formally take over the position of command chief
master sergeant during a ceremony being held early Monday afternoon at the agency's
headquarters in suburban Albany.

As command chief master sergeant Gianquinto will be the top enlisted airman among the
state's 5,800-member Air Guard. She'll report directly to the commander of the Air National
Guard on issues pertaining to enlisted personnel.
She's replacing Chief Master Sgt. Richard King, who has held the position since 2010.
(NOTE THE AP MISSPELLED COMMAND CHIEF GIAQUINTO’S LAST NAME. A
CORRECTION HAS BEEN SENT)
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/07/25/upstate-woman-become-top-enlistedairman-ny-air-guard.html
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New York Army National Guard
Historic Promotion in New York Air National Guard
Time Warner Cable News, July 25, 2016:

A Ballston Spa woman made New York history Monday, as she reached the top enlisted rank
of the New York Air National Guard.
Chief Master Sergeant Amy Giaquinto is the first woman to be the state command chief. She
assumed the role at a ceremony at the Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters in
Latham.
Giaquinto will report directly to the Commander of the Air National Guard on enlisted issues.
Originally joining the Army in 1984, she joined the New York Air National Guard in 1997,
and in 2009 was deployed to Afghanistan for Operation Enduring Freedom.
"I'm really excited to be selected as the New York State Command Chief, and to be the first
woman, that makes it even that much more special," Giaquinto said. "But I'm glad as a
woman that I had the opportunity to apply for this position and be selected based on my
qualifications."
Giaquinto's husband and one of her daughters are also members of the Air National Guard.
She will take on the responsibilities previously held by outgoing Command Chief Richard
King.
"We hit it out of the park with Chief Giaquinto," King said. "She's going to do great stuff for
the State of New York and the airmen as a whole."

http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2016/07/25/historic-promotion-in-newyork-state-air-national-guard.html
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Legislation to Arm the National Guard and ROTC Sits With the NY Assembly
Bearing Arms, July 25, 2016:

Legislation introduced by Senate Republicans last summer following the terrorist attack on a
Chattanooga, TN Naval Reserve center now rests with the New York State Assembly.
NY Senate Bill S6021C, which passed in the senate last month by a 60-2 vote, aims to ensure
the security and protection of New York National Guard recruiting centers from terrorist
attacks by providing sidearms or issuing concealed carry permits to full-time New York
national guard personnel employed at recruiting centers. The bill would also improve and
strengthen building security through the installation of metal detectors, bulletproof glass,
video surveillance equipment and barricades to limit vehicle access at National Guard
recruiting centers and at Reserve Officer Training Corps facilities.
“This measure is, unfortunately, a reflection of the society we live in with imminent threats to
our nation and communities becoming more and more prevalent,” said sponsor, State Sen.
Rob Ortt, in a statement. “Unarmed soldiers, such as members of the National Guard and
ROTC, are targets on domestic soil and need stronger defense policies in place to safeguard
them as they protect us. This bill provides these brave individuals with the tools they need in
order to keep them safe from active shooter situations or domestic acts of terrorism.
The measure was sent to the Democrat-controlled Assembly on June 15, which recessed for
the remainder of the year just two days later before scheduling the legislation for debate.
“It’s critical that the Assembly acts on this bill to prevent future tragedies,” said Ortt.
http://bearingarms.com/jenn-j/2016/07/25/legislation-allow-national-guard-rotc-concealcarry-moves-forward-ny/
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National Guard soldiers begin careers
Lockport Journal, Jul 23, 2016:

Two local residents have completed Army basic combat training and advanced individual
training were welcomed to their units during a New York Army National Guard battle
handoff ceremony.
• Pvt. Patrick Granchelli, Lockport, was formally welcomed into Troop C, 2-101 Cavalry
(Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition) during their transition ceremony at the
Masten Avenue Armory in Buffalo.
• Pvt. Benjamin Pritchard, Noth Tonawanda, was formally welcomed into Company D
(Forward Support Company, Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition), 427th
Brigade Support Battalion during their transition ceremony at the Masten Avenue Armory in
Buffalo.
http://www.lockportjournal.com/community/national-guard-soldiers-begincareers/article_b4d5e40c-508d-11e6-b9d6-9f8594666cdc.html
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Warrant officer earns Legion of Merit: Veteran Vartigan of Brunswick gets
Legion of Merit
Times Union Sunday, July 24, 2016:

Chief Warrant Officer Five Lawrence Vartigian of Brunswick received a Legion of Merit
upon retirement from the New York Army National Guard after 41 years of military service.
Col. Phillip Pugliese, chief of staff of the 42nd Infantry Division, presented the medal during
a ceremony at division headquarters in Troy.
Vartigian earned the award for exceptionally meritorious conduct during his career.
He retired from military service in August.
Vartigian served in a number of positions, including division maintenance technician and
ordnance logistics officer, and was later recognized as an automotive maintenance officer.
He joined the New York Army National Guard in 1974 and was promoted through the
enlisted ranks to sergeant first class before being commissioned as a warrant officer in 1990.
He earned a Bronze Star, as well as two Meritorious Service and Army Reserve Component
Achievement medals. Lawrence and his wife, Diane, have three children, Lawrence, Brandon
and Nicole.
New commander

New York Army National Guard Capt. Matthew White of Valatie, a veteran of multiple
combat tours, assumed command of the 42nd Infantry Division's Signal Company at Camp
Smith Training Site near Peekskill, Westchester County.
The 42nd Division Signal Company is based in Troy.
White was commissioned as a second lieutenant in 2000 upon completion of a Reserve
Officer Training Corps Program and graduation from Siena College. He served with the 82nd
Airborne Division, and deployed to Afghanistan in 2003 and Iraq in 2004.
As a civilian, he is a state trooper assigned to Troop K in Columbia County.
White earned a Bronze Star, Army Commendation and Army Achievement medals.
He replaced Capt. Ryan Brountas, an Iraq veteran who also served as civilian consultant with
special forces in Afghanistan. Brountas will become the signal officer for the New York
Army National Guard's 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, based in his hometown of
Syracuse.
Brountas transitioned into the New York Army National Guard following his return from
Iraq.
He also earned a Bronze Star and Army Commendation and Army Achievement medals.
Advance in rank
Lynn Currier of Troy, a veteran of the war in Afghanistan, was promoted to lieutenant colonel
in the New York Army National Guard.
Currier, who joined the Army National Guard in 1986, serves as the head of information
management for the New York National Guard's Joint Force Headquarters in Latham.
She enlisted in the Vermont Army National Guard and joined the New York Army National
Guard in 1990. In 1993, she was commissioned a second lieutenant through the Officer
Candidate School program.
Currier, who was a military police officer, is qualified as a logistics officer and an adjutant.
She served in a variety of positions from military police platoon leader to assistant provost
marshal of the 42nd Infantry Division.
Currier deployed to Afghanistan in 2008 with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team as
deputy provost marshal.
She works as a civilian technician for the New York Army National Guard.

Her awards include Meritorious Service and Army Commendation medals and a German
Armed Forces Efficiency Badge.
Others advance
Patrick Halpin of Malta advanced to captain while serving the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team.
Others promoted include:
Sergeant: Davonte Johnson, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 108th
Infantry, and Austin Osborn, Catskill, 1156th Engineer Company.
Specialist: Fritz Pierre, Albany, 1427th Transportation Company; and David Taylor,
Schenectady, 827th Engineer Company.
News of your troops and units may be sent to Duty Calls, Terry Brown, Times Union, Box
15000, Albany, NY 12212 or brownt@timesunion.com.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Warrant-officer-earns-Legion-of-Merit8406333.php&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTc1MzA1NTU3MzY5MjY1MDM3MDAyGjZiND
liNjViOTgyZmRiMjc6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFxgmaQATjLFJWBwz8lKjFW5C0Fw
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Looking Back
Times Union, July 23, 2016:

1991: Top brass at the state's National Guard controlled a "secretly run" internal investigation
unit that in some cases failed to refer potential crimes for prosecution, it was charged. The
unit, called the Criminal Investigation Directorate of the New York National Guard, was
formed in 1985 without proper military authorization and should be abolished, said state
Inspector General Joseph Spinelli's office. Donald Singer, police chief in Greenburgh,
Westchester County, who ran the unit as a part-time National Guard member, defended its
procedures, saying it referred several of its 200 cases for prosecution.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Looking-Back8404205.php&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTNTEzNTk0MDQ5NTE1MzYwOTk4MTIaNmI0OWI
2NWI5ODJmZGIyNzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNEFMWFKd75zkqiE6e94a06NgboK
_Q
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New York Army Guard records expert helps National Guard vets prove service
Army.mil, July 27 2016 and NationalGuard.mil, July 27, 2016 :

WATERVLIET, N.Y.--If you served in the New York Army National Guard after 1950,
Stephen Essex has your number--along with lots of other information about you.
Essex, the inactive/active records officer for the New York Army National Guard personnel
office since 2006, locates records for Soldiers who left service years ago, as well as those who
are still in the Guard.
Essex fields 40 to 60 requests for records each week.
Some come from old Soldiers who want proof of their service to obtain veterans benefits like
a veterans housing loan, a veterans discount at a store, or simply to prove they served, Essex
said.
They didn't care too much about keeping track of records when they were a 20-something
Guardsman finishing out their enlistment, but now -- in their 60s, or 70s -- they want proof of
their military service, he explained.
Other requests come from employers -- police departments or private businesses that want to
verify a job applicant's military background. He also gets records requests from federal agents
conducting security-clearance investigations, Essex said.
Once he even had to testify about a Soldier's records at a court martial at Fort Eustis, Md.
The case involved a former New York Army National Guard Soldier who, among other
crimes, had falsified his records to reflect awards he had not earned. He claimed he had been
awarded the Air Assault Badge, Pathfinder Badge and Air Crewman Badge while serving in
the New York Army National Guard.
But his New York National Guard records included no orders awarding those badges, Essex
testified.
In one instance he's particularly proud of, Essex's hunt for military records enabled a 71-year
old former National Guard Soldier to qualify for subsidized housing based on his military
service.
That, the gentleman told him in a heartfelt letter, meant $250 more in his pocket each month
to care for two disabled people he helps and "take my Frannie out to dinner once a month."

Essex accesses several sets of records when responding to a query -- in paper documents,
microfilm, and two different computer databases -- depending on when the Guardsman left
service.
The records for Guard Soldiers who served from 1950 to 1984 are in paper.
The actual records are maintained by the New York State Archives in the New York State
Records Center at the Harriman State Office Campus in Albany. The center holds 5,000
boxes of New York Army National Guard records dating back to the 1950s.
Other state records on New York military personnel -- covering about 1.8 million people,
ranging from muster rolls of militia units who fought against the French and Indians to World
War II records -- are held in the main archives building in the New York State Cultural
Education Center.
Essex has 3 by 5 cards in file cases that stand four feet high and eight feet long. The cards, in
turn, identify where the paper records stored in the State Records Centers.
When he gets a records request, Essex pulls the card with the requestor's name. That card
indicates where the records are stored at the Records Center. He submits a request to the
center and makes a weekly or bi-weekly trip over to bring back records for review.
Some of the more recent paper records are complete in folders, known as 201 files, Essex
said. Older records are often simply a sheet of paper. Sometimes they are stapled together and
sometimes not.
All these factors make tracking down paper records much more time-consuming than records
created since 1984, when the Army began photographing those paper records and turning
them into microfilm and microfiche records.
The microfilm and microfiche -- a flat transparent plastic sheet with the miniaturized photos
of paper records embedded in it -- were easier to store than paper 201 files. Soldiers could
also easily carry all their records on one or two microfiche cards.
Essex has a microfilm reader that allows him to access and print those New York Army
National Guard personnel files. He doesn't have a microfiche reader.
Microfilm and microfiche were state of the art until 1995, when the New York Army National
Guard began turning the records into computerized images and data, Essex said.
Those files, maintained in a system called Metafile, cover the records of Guardsmen and
women who served from 1995 until the Army began computerizing records in 2006.
Now the digital Interactive Personnel Electronic Records Management System (iPERMS)
allows Soldiers' records to be stored in OMPF -- Official Military Personnel File -- in
computerized form.

The Army began providing records in those formats to Soldiers who left service in 2006,
Essex said. Since then more of the older digital records have been transferred into these
systems. Now records dating back to 2002 are available on IPERMS, Essex said.
The advantage of the IPERM digital files, Essex said, is that Soldiers can access them directly
over the internet, check them to make sure the records are accurate and up-to-date, and easily
retain and carry copies of their records.
One thing his 10 years of looking for Soldiers' records has taught him, Essex said, is that any
Soldier --whether they are retiring with 20 years of service, or leaving after a six-year
enlistment -- should hold onto every military record they have.
"I would save everything the military gives you. Make a file and drop it in there. Because
unfortunately things get lost--forever," he said.
https://www.army.mil/article/172298/new_york_army_guard_records_expert_helps_national
_guard_vets_prove_service
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/873315/new-york-army-guard-records-experthelps-national-guard-vets-prove-service/
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Live-Fire Check ( Lead photo for DOD web page)
Defense.gov, 28, July, 2016:

Soldiers check their surroundings during live-fire training at the Joint Readiness Training
Center in Fort Polk, La., July 25, 2016. The soldiers are assigned to New York Army National
Guard's Company C, 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment. Army National Guard photo by
Sgt. Harley Jelis
http://www.defense.gov/Media/Photo-Gallery?igphoto=2001585016
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New York Army National Guard recruiters on hand at Chautauqua County Fair
Observer Today, July 25, 2016:

Visitors to the Chautauqua County Fair will be able to learn about opportunities in the New
York Army National Guard, and check out an armored Humvee, by stopping by the recruiting
station which will be set up at the fairgrounds during the run of the fair.

Recruiters from the New York Army National Guard will be from today until the fair ends on
Sunday.
National Guard soldiers will be on hand to talk about their service and the opportunities the
National Guard offers. Military equipment will also be on display. Visitors will be able to
compete for prizes by participating in physical fitness challenges.
The recruiting station will be manned from noon until 8 p.m.
Members of the press are invited to visit the New York Army National Guard recruiting
station for a different take on fair activities.
http://www.observertoday.com/page/content.detail/id/640364/New-York-Army-NationalGuard-recruiters-on-hand-at-Chautauqua-County-Fair.html?nav=5007
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New York Air Guard gets first female top enlisted airman
The Air Force Times, (AP), July 25, 2016:

ALBANY, N.Y. — A veteran of the war in Afghanistan has become the first woman to hold
the top enlisted airman's position in the New York Air National Guard.
State Division of Military and Naval Affairs officials say Chief Master Sgt. Amy Gianquinto
of Ballston Spa in Saratoga County formally took over the position of command chief master
sergeant during a ceremony held Monday afternoon at the agency's headquarters in suburban
Albany.
As command chief master sergeant Gianquinto is the top enlisted airman among the state's
5,800-member Air Guard. She reports directly to the commander of the Air National Guard
on issues pertaining to enlisted personnel.
She replaces Chief Master Sgt. Richard King, who held the position since 2010.
http://www.airforcetimes.com/story/military/guard-reserve/2016/07/25/new-york-air-guardgets-first-female-top-enlisted-airman/87540884/
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