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105th Airlift Wing
Program honors 'Young Champions' who battle hardships
Poughkeepsie Journal; Sept. 7, 2014::

NEW WINDSOR – Eight local "young champions" spent Sunday surrounded by potential
role models — men and women in uniform, members of the New York Air National Guard's
105th Airlift Wing.
But to the ones wearing the uniforms, the young champions are the role models, said Col.
Timothy LaBarge, 105th Airlift Wing Commander.
"It's very much a special day for us, too," LaBarge told the honorees, their loved ones and
program alumni during the 16th annual ceremony at Stewart Air National Guard Base in New
Windsor.
The Young Champions is a base community-service program, started in 1998 to honor the
courage of youths who battle disabilities, debilitating injuries or illnesses.
Two of the eight champions this year were Dutchess County locals, both 17.
Albert Richard is a recent Arlington High School graduate. He's been dually diagnosed with
autism and Freidrich's ataxia, a debilitating, life-shortening progressive disease.
The teen was nominated for Young Champions by nonprofit Greystone Programs Inc., said
his mom, Cassie Richard.
Greystone is one of the agencies that refers honorees to Young Champions.
"When it came time for them to recommend somebody, they thought of Albert immediately,"
Cassie Richard said.
The recognition "feels good," Albert Richard said.
Only about one in 50,000 people in the U.S. have Friedreich's ataxia, according to the
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. And he's aware of his prognosis. But
he won't let it stop him from taking on new challenges.
He wants to continue his education.

"I might do something with computers," the teen said.
And he knows how to have fun.
When he was an Arlington student, he'd dress up like the school mascot during blood drives.
If Albert Richard wanted to take a quick trip down memory lane before embarking on the
next stage of his educational journey, he could talk to fellow honoree Andy Fleurant.
Fleurant is currently an Arlington High School student, who balances classes with his
community-to-job skills program and sports activities, among other things.
The teen, enrolled in a residential program at the Cardinal Hayes Home for Children in
Millbrook, was diagnosed as "moderately intellectually disabled" at a young age.
Fleurant, who's quick to help others in his residential program, was happy to learn he'd be
honored as a Young Champion this year, said Cardinal Hayes employee Mo Jackson.
"He was excited, very excited," Jackson said
"I had a good day," when he found out about the honor, Fleurant said.
Fleurant wasn't nervous on Sunday when he walked on stage to get his medal and certificate,
he said.
Tech Sgt. Walter Allen coordinated the ceremony this year, an event that he said "keeps
growing.
"I think it was a success," Allen added.
The applause, awards, handshakes and hamburgers given to the 2014 Young Champions will
be "continual reminders" of all they've achieved — and everything that's still to come, said Lt.
Col. Robert Tilli, the chaplain.
Service members were "honored to be in the presence" of the eight honorees, said Col.
Howard Wagner, 105th Airlift Wing Vice Commander.
"You all have been chosen because you truly deserve to be recognized," Wagner said. "This
event is a real highlight of the year."
The annual ceremony was planned to coincide with Military Appreciation Day. Honorees and
their loved ones were invited to stay.
Portraits of past honorees are proudly displayed year-round, in the hallway outside of the
meeting room where the Young Champions ceremony takes place every year. Photos of the
newest eight will join the others, for a total of 171, Wagner said.

http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/news/local/2014/09/07/young-championsairforce-newburgh/15242695/
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County to host Sept. 11 remembrance
The Chronicle:Sept 9, 2014:

GOSHEN — The community is invited to attend the Sept. 11 Patriot Day ceremony to be
held at the Orange County Arboretum at Thomas Bull Memorial Park on Thursday, Sept. 11,
at 5 p.m.
The ceremony will honor the memory of the 44 Orange County residents who lost their lives
on that day and pay tribute to the military personnel who have served the nation. Families and
survivors of Sept. 11, families of local military personnel and veterans are invited to
participate in the remembrance ceremony and join the procession by assembling at the
Arboretum’s Ottaway Education Center at 4:30 p.m.
“Men and women from Orange County continue to make sacrifices in the name of freedom
for our great country,” said County Executive Steve Neuhaus. “On Sept. 11, we remember the
Orange County residents — our friends, neighbors and loved ones — who perished when our
nation was viciously attacked, as well as those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our
Country since that time."
Honor guards from the Orange County Sheriff’s Office, New York State Police, Stewart Air
National Guard Base 105 Air Wing, US Marine Corps – Mag 49 Det B and Post #2064
Veterans of Foreign War, Maybrook will guide the procession along the Remembrance
Walkway flanked by members of the Orange County Volunteer Fire Services.
Orange County Sheriff Carl E. DuBois, accompanied by the Ancient Order of Hibernians of
Orange County will lead the families and survivors to their seats located near the Sept. 11
Memorial and Military Tribute.
A Garrison will serve as a backdrop to the ceremonies, while local fire companies, law
enforcement, veterans groups, and emergency responders line the Walkway.
Guitarist Rich Pell will perform a patriotic medley and United State Military Academy Band
vocalist Army Master Sergeant MaryKay Messenger will sing the National Anthem and God
Bless America. Dora Wright, President of the Friends of the Orange County Arboretum will
lead the Pledge of Allegiance. Orange County Sheriff Carl E. DuBois will present the history
of our Nation’s flag. Rabbi Joel Schwab, Temple Sinai, Middletown will offer the Invocation;
Chaplain, Major John Torres, United States Air Force 105 Airlift Wing, will give the Prayer

of Remembrance; and Pastor Peter Rustico, St. John's Lutheran Church, Middletown, will
provide the Benediction.
Unites States Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney, 18 New York State District 18, House of
Representative; New York State Senator William J. Larkin Jr., 39 District; State Senator John
J. Bonacic, 42 District and County Executive Steven M. Neuhaus will welcome guests with
inspirational remarks.
This year’s guest speaker will be Colonel Timothy J. LaBarge, Commander of the 105 Airlift
Wing at Stewart Air National Guard Base, Newburgh, NY. Col. LaBarge is responsible for
the combat readiness of assigned units by reviewing training programs and ensuring
availability of necessary equipment, supplies and facilities.
Colonel LaBarge previously served as the commander of the 109 Airlift Wing, the only skiequipped C-130 aircraft in the Air Force inventory and sole provider of heavy airlift in
support of military and National Science Foundation directing operations in the Arctic and
Antarctic Polar Regions. As Director of Staff – Air Component, Headquarters, NY ANG, he
was the principal advisor to the Adjutant General on Air Force matters.
With over 6000 hours of flight time, he has flown combat and combat support missions in
Operations Desert Shield/Desert Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom as well as annual deployments to operation Deep Freeze in Antarctica and Operation
Raven Dew in Greenland.
Community supporter and memorial benefactor, James W. Taylor Jr. and William J. Bratton
Jr., representing the families of Sept. 11, will read the names of those who perished on Sept.
11 and the names of our local military that have made the ultimate sacrifice since that most
horrific day in our nation’s history.
Walter C. Koury, Commissioner of Orange County Department of Emergency Management
will toll a bell. Vini Tankasali, Deputy Commissioner of the Orange County Fire Services
will temper the bell, followed by a gun salute by Post 2064 Veterans of Foreign War,
Maybrook, and echoing taps by Eric Parks, SGM Ret. and Olivia Lopez. Amazing Grace will
be performed by Michael A. Tully, AOH Pipe Major followed by the releasing of white doves
provided by Wings of Memories, Rhinebeck.
Following the ceremony, Otisville Brass will perform in the raised gardens of the Arboretum.
The Sept. 11 Memorial features a 10-foot granite globe that rotates as it hydroplanes in a pool
of water with the names of the 44 local heroes identified on bronze plaques along the
perimeter of the pool.
The Orange County Arboretum is operated in cooperation with the Friends of the Orange
County Arboretum, Inc. and the Department of Parks. The Arboretum is open daily from
dawn to dusk and located at 41 Grove St., Campbell Hall, NY within the Thomas Bull

Memorial Park, State Route 416. For additional information, please call 845.615.3824 or visit
www.orangecountynyparks.com or www.orangecountyarboretum.org.
http://chroniclenewspaper.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20140909/NEWS01/140909956/C
ounty-to-host-Sept-11-remembrance
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New York Air National Guard unit sending cargo plane to military event in
South Africa
Associated Press:Sept. 11, 2014:

NEWBURGH, New York — Members of a New York Air National Guard unit based in the
Hudson Valley are preparing to head to Africa to participate in the continent's largest air show
and defense exhibit.
The 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh is sending a C-17
Globemaster III cargo plane to South Africa this weekend.
The plane will carry a New York Army National Guard RQ-7 "Shadow" unmanned aircraft
and 13 members of the Army's Golden Knights Parachute Team. They'll be heading to the
African Aerospace and Defense 2014 trade and air show being held next week at an air base
outside Pretoria.
The New York National Guard has a partnership program with the South African National
Defense Force.
The 105th Airlift Wing operates eight C-17s, one of the largest planes in the world.
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/4e8498e53c1b4e039131e77d7f599bb2/NY--AirGuard-South-Africa
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Times Herald-Record
Veterans on Ride 2 Recovery: Sept. 11, 2014 :

TOWN OF NEWBURGH — Injured veterans pedaling their way to recovery arrived in the
Hudson Valley Wednesday, on their way to New York City.
More than 150 riders, including other veterans and civilians who joined the journey in
support, arrived at the Ramada Inn on Route 300 in two groups, accompanied by a police
escort.
It's the fifth annual Ride 2 Recovery Minuteman Challenge, part of a program that supports
physical and psychological rehabilitation. The 355-mile ride began Sunday in Waltham,
Massachusetts.
Among those taking on the challenge this year is Maj. Nekita Hunter, an Army nurse and 23year veteran who served in Iraq and is recovering from traumatic brain injury.
Hunter said her psychologist encouraged her to take part in the rides to fight her depression.
Seeing amputees on the rides proved inspirational.
"I figured if they can do it, why can't I?" said Hunter.
Among the supporters on this ride are Otisville native and current Altoona, Pa., resident Rick
Stivers, an Air National Guard maintenance officer who's done tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Like Hunter, he's new to cycling at this level but he said, "You get hooked. ... It is awesome.
It's been one of the best trips I've ever had."
Tony Coluccio, a retired sergeant major and 26-year Army veteran from New Windsor, also
was along for the ride. He said he appreciated the chance to "help out fellow soldiers," such as
the disabled riders who needed some help getting their hand-operated cycles across some of
the hillier terrain of the course.
Besides the regular Ride 2 Recovery crew, the bicyclists were also greeted at their Newburgh
stop by state Sen. Bill Larkin, 86, a 23-year Army veteran himself. The riders all signed one
of the official ride T-shirts and presented it to Larkin to hang in his office.
Several riders mentioned the hills encountered along the way as their greatest challenge.
Stivers said the hills just before they reached Beacon were particularly challenging. And
they'll have more of the same to deal with when they set out on the next leg of their ride
Thursday — they'll have to cross Storm King Mountain on the way to their next destination,
Fort Lee, N.J.
But Hunter was looking forward to the challenge. "I like hills, so this is easy for me," she
said.
http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20140911/NEWS/409110325/1/NEWS
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13 years since 9/11 attacks - Orange County pays tribute to victims
Times Herald-Record (Rocordonline.com): Sept. 12, 2014:

HAMPTONBURGH — The singing of "God Bless America" at a Sept. 11 ceremony at the
Orange County Arboretum Thursday began as a solo performance by Army Master Sgt.
MaryKay Messenger.
But when she moved on from the lines about storm clouds gathering far across the sea to the
more familiar part of the patriotic tune, many in the audience of several hundred joined in,
with no prompting.
That was just one emotional highlight at one of many ceremonies taking place Thursday
around Orange, Sullivan and Ulster counties to mark the 13th anniversary of the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks.
'Peace comes with a price'
At the arboretum ceremony in Thomas Bull Memorial Park, another highlight was the reading
of names — 44 Orange County residents who died that day, and 11 members of the armed
services who have died in the 13 years since then. A bell was tolled as each name was read.
Col. Timothy J. LaBarge, commander of the 105th Airlift Wing at the Stewart Air National
Guard Base, the event's keynote speaker, paid tribute to all of them.
"Peace comes with a price," he said, and that's attention to duty, a duty to lead, whether you
are a pilot, a teacher, a police officer or a firefighter.
And along with duty comes risk, "a tough concept" which LaBarge illustrated by quoting a
familiar baseball metaphor: "You can't possibly steal second base and keep your foot on first."
State Sen. John Bonacic said he remembers Sept. 11 "as if it was the day after it occurred,"
and warned against a recurrence of the complacency that might have contributed to the
attacks.
"It was a very sad day — 10,000 children lost a mother or father," Bonacic said. "It's
important for America not to get complacent."
Other speakers echoed the idea of the importance of remembering what happened on Sept. 11.
Like the Alamo and Pearl Harbor before, it has become a date Americans will long remember,
state Sen. Bill Larkin said.

"Thirteen years ago seems like yesterday," added Rabbi Joel Schwab of Temple Sinai in
Middletown. "It was a day when we lost what remained of our innocence."
http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20140912/NEWS/409120349
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109th Airlift Wing
Air National Guard member comes home; suprises son
CBS 6 News Albany: Sept. 12, 2014 :

Lt. Doug Coons and his wife Erika had a big surprise for their 3-year-old son Thursday
afternoon in Cobleskill. The Richmondville couple had told their son last spring that his father
would have to be away from home for a long time - it ended up being about four months.
Brady Coons had no idea his mother would be accompanied by his father when she picked
him up at the Cobleskill Campus Childcare Center. When Ms. Coons said, "Hey, Buddy!" his
reply was, "Daddy!" and he ran into his father's arms.
Lt. Coons is a flight nurse, a member of the Air National Guard who works treating the
injured during travels between Germany and Afghanistan. By coincidence, he came home
from his most recent deployment on the 13th anniversary of 9/11, a day he remembers as one
when he immediately thought he would soon be leaving home in the days following the
tragedies in New York, Virginia and Pennsylvania.
"I'm just so happy he gets to be with his Dad," Ms. Coons told CBS6 News. "They have a
really close relationship. It's been really difficult."
Lt. Coons says his unit has been seeing fewer injuries caused by explosives and more of the
mental variety brought on by multiple deployments. As his son sat on his lap, Coons
explained how he's noticed a change in service members as they move farther away from the
conflict.
"You can definitely tell there's a change in their demeanor when they hit U.S. soil," Coons
says. "They're home, and that's huge. That's huge."
http://www.cbs6albany.com/news/features/top-story/stories/air-national-guard-membercomes-home-suprises-son-19273.shtml
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174th Attack Wing
174th Turns Up the Heat on Training
TWC News: Sept. 10, 2014 :

EAST SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- New York Air National Guard's 174th Attack Wing held a Mass
Accident Response Exercise Wednesday morning. The exercise scenario revolved around a
helicopter crash at Hancock Field Air National Guard Base. Lt. Col. John O'Connor, the
Mission Support Group Commander for the 174th Attack Wing explained why it's necessary
to hold drills.
"We're a community based Air Force so we need to work with our community resources,"
said O'Connor. "All of the responders, fire departments, the emergency management, the
hazard material responders and integrate with them and communicate with them because we
have limited resources here on base."
Seventeen different agencies were involved in the drill some of which were State Police,
Onondaga County Sheriff's Department, Town of Dewitt Police, East Area Volunteer
Emergency Services, and Upstate Medical Center.
http://binghamton.twcnews.com/content/news/768016/174th-turns-up-the-heat-on-training/
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DeWitt judge who sentenced drone protesters gets anti-Semitic, hate e-mails
Syracuse.com: Sept. 10, 2014 :

People upset that a grandmother participating in drone protests was sentenced to a year in jail
have fired off a series of angry e-mails directed at the judge who sent her to jail.
Several of the notes to DeWitt Town Judge David S. Gideon contained four-letter words, and
one made anti-Semitic references against the judge who is Jewish. Another called him a
"fascist."
Syracuse.com obtained the letters through a Freedom of Information request.

"Would you please take early retirement soon and move to the country of your forebears?"
reads one e-mail.
Another e-mail reads "Please convey to the Dishonorable David S. Gideon that he should go
f--- himself for abusing the law, acting as a fascist and sentencing a 58-year-old grandmother
to jail for a peaceful protest."
The names of the e-mail writers were removed by the town.
Gideon sentenced Mary Anne Grady-Flores, 58, of Ithaca to one year at the Onondaga
County jail in DeWitt Town Court on July 11 after she was found guilty of violating an order
of protection while protesting at Hancock Air Base.
The protesters are against the use of drones in military actions.
Grady-Flores was charged with second-degree criminal contempt on Feb. 13, 2013 after an
order of protection was issued, barring her from going near Col. Earl Evans, the mission
support group commander at the 174th Attack Wing of the New York Air National Guard, on
Oct. 25, 2012. The protection order was valid for one year.
Ellen Grady said her sister was not a threat to Evans, and was at the scene to photograph those
at the base. In his sentencing statement, Gideon said that whether or not Grady-Flores was an
active participant in the protest was "completely irrelevant" to her conviction on the criminal
contempt charge, as she admitted she was on base property.
Grady-Flores was given a stay after a hearing and released from jail several days later,
pending an appeal of her case.
The New York State Magistrates Association said it is fairly unusual for town justices to
receive letters like this, with a "low percentage" receiving hate mail, said Amel Jowdy,
president of the organization. which represents town and village justices statewide.
Gideon declined comment, saying he can't talk about ongoing cases.
David Bookstaver, speaking for the Unified Court System, said judges are public officials and
people don't always agree with their decisions.
"They have a right to their opinion,'' he said. "It's unfortunate that in this case they failed to
express themselves appropriately."
Carol Baum of the Syracuse Peace Council said while she disagrees with the judge's decision,
she would never call him names or condone others doing so. "We are a non-violent group,''
she said.
The letters: Some contain vulgar language

DeWitt Town Court Drone Protest Letters
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/09/drone_protesters_send_antisemitic_hate_e-mails_to_dewitt_judge.html
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New York Air Guard base holding emergency exercise
Associated Press: Sept. 10, 2014:

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) — The New York Air National Guard unit based in the Syracuse
area will be conducting a mass accident response exercise involving military personnel and
local emergency responders.
National Guard officials say the 174th Attack Wing's exercise will begin at 9 a.m. Wednesday
and last for two hours at Hancock Field Air National Guard Base in East Syracuse. The
scenario will revolve around a helicopter crash at the base.
Also taking part are local fire and police departments, state police, the Onondaga County
Sheriff's Department and emergency medical services.
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/New-York-Air-Guard-base-holding-emergency-exercise5745489.php
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Fort Drum’s Gray Eagle drone company begins flights
Watertown Daily Times: Sept. 10, 2014:

FORT DRUM — It’s a whirlwind of activity at Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield, as the Army’s
Gray Eagle drones have taken flight over the last few weeks.
The 36 pilots of the new Delta Company, 1st Battalion, 10th Aviation Regiment have seen
constant action since their inaugural flight Aug. 19, rotating through hours of overnight
missions in the post’s restricted airspace to get up to speed.
“It’s hit the ground running,” said Capt. Daniel P. Thomas, commander of the company,
which falls under the 10th Combat Aviation Brigade. “Lot of activity, lot of quick momentum
getting it to where it is now.”

Capt. Thomas said the unit has been hitting its takeoff dates as scheduled, becoming the first
in the Army to do so.
Late Tuesday morning, company leaders gave a brief peek at their work, a change of timing
from their normal flights which go overnight. During the exhibition, a Gray Eagle flew
quietly over the airfield and completed a successful landing and taxi at the company’s
temporary hangar, which is being used as Congress weighs $27 million in funding for a new
hangar facility.
The 3,600-pound aircraft can be used for a variety of missions, including surveillance, convoy
protection, reconnaissance and air support.
“They can provide an ability to protect soldiers on the battlefield, to provide an eye to see
things we couldn’t see before,” Capt. Thomas said.
The aircraft is piloted by two soldiers — one controls its flight while the other directs its
onboard camera. With one flight per day, eight pilots are able to share two-to-three hour
shifts, trading off control with the aircraft at a stable altitude.
Pvt. Ashley B. Jones, one of the pilots in the group, called it a mixture of challenge and
repetition that requires her to stay sharp.
“In the end it turns out well,” she said.
One part of the pilots’ training is getting hands-on with the technical systems supporting the
aircraft so they can have a better understanding of their operations.
“It’s important to know what we’re flying,” she said.
Though the aircraft can support four Hellfire missiles, Capt. Thomas said he did not foresee
the unit doing any armed training missions.
It’s also a new look for maintenance crews for the aircraft, as they evaluate problems by
computer instead of from feedback by an in-aircraft pilot.
“I don’t have a human being to tell me ‘Hey, I hear a rattle here,’” said Sgt. Shane D. Angle,
the company’s quality control supervisor. “The technical difficulty behind that is if we don’t
see a fault come up, we have nothing to fix. We have to run it again, and sometimes it takes
multiple laps to find an issue with the aircraft.”
Sgt. Angle said the opportunity to start from scratch with the new equipment allowed the unit
to mold their own procedures to ensure the Gray Eagle’s readiness.
The unit’s activation in July was part of an Army plan establishing 10 Gray Eagle companies
across the service, essentially one with every active-duty division, along with a few separate

units. The new drone activity by the company shows signs of potentially busy skies on post
for the aircraft.
The Gray Eagles join the New York Air National Guard’s larger MQ-9 Reaper drone in
operations on the airfield. As Army crews examined their own taxied craft Tuesday, a Reaper
whirred overhead.
The post is also a part of the plans of the Northeast UAS Airspace Integration Research
Alliance for its work with the Federal Aviation Administration to integrate drones into
civilian airspace.
On Thursday, post Garrison Commander Col. Gary A. Rosenberg told the Fort Drum
Regional Liaison Organization that the U.S. Northern Command is also doing its own
separate tests of drones at the post.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20140910/NEWS03/140919928
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42nd Infantry Division
High ranking general visits capital region veterans
WNYT: Sept. 6, 2014:

COLONIE - Members of the National Guard and its veterans gathered in the capital region
Saturday. General Frank Grass met with veterans and their families at the Desmond Hotel in
Colonie for a reunion. General Grass is the highest ranking National Guard officer in the
nation.
Saturday's banquet recognized members of the 42nd Infantry including those who served in
WWII, The Cold War and in the Iraq War in 2004 and 2005.
General Grass pointed out that it's not just about the combat. These men and women also
respond to natural disasters.
The General tells NewsChannel 13, "as we look to the future, that dual mission of the
National Guard is so critical to maintaining a strong guard that can respond to both the
President's needs and the Governor's needs"
The 42nd Infantry based in Troy oversees the training and preparations for combat or disaster
response of some 14,000 soldiers across five states.
http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S3553554.shtml?cat=10114
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Citizens Preparedness
Lessons of 9/11 attacks recalled on anniversary
The Daily Star: Sept., 11, 2014 :

Few could have fathomed the shocking 9/11 attacks that took place 13 years ago today, or the
slew of mass shootings around the country more recently.
On this anniversary, those events have changed Americans’ day-to-day habits, and also
altered the way area agencies prepare for major threats, several local experts said this week.
Because we live in a very different world now, we need to be ready for any kind of
emergency, said Tom McCartney, regional director of the New York State Division of
Homeland Security & Emergency Services of the Southern Tier in Johnson City.
“Today, we have to be prepared for things that wouldn’t have happened 20 years ago, like an
active shooter on campus or an armed gunman at a mall,” McCartney said. “Unfortunately,
things like that happen in this day and age, so we need the public to know what to do when
something like that happens.”
Because September is National Preparedness Month, local fire departments, emergency
personnel and health facilities are looking at plans with an extra-critical eye and offering
preparedness training for area residents, McCartney said.
Overall, the attitude of emergency service coordinators toward disasters has shifted since 9/11
to one of proactive preparedness, rather than recovery, McCartney said. In addition, agencies
are encouraging people to take charge of their own preparation.
One way New York state is doing this is by offering training through the Citizen Preparedness
Corps. The two-hour training sessions feature demonstrations by the National Guard and
provide residents with the tools and resources to prepare for any type of disaster, McCartney
said. A key component of the training is distributing free NYS Disaster Preparedness Kits.
“The key objective is to make people more prepared,” McCartney said. “It used to be that
people — especially in more-urban areas — were more reliant on government agencies to
help them in times of crisis, but that has changed. We want people to be ready to take care of
themselves, their families and their communities for 72 hours to 10 days, in case that help
isn’t available. If we can do that, we’ll all be stronger and more resilient.”

There is a variety of upcoming local trainings from which area residents can choose,
McCartney said. The Schoharie County training will take place at SUNY Cobleskill’s Bouck
Theater on Sept. 13; the Delaware County training will be at the Margaretville Central School
on Sept. 17; and the Otsego County training will take place at SUNY Oneonta’s Hunt Union
Ballroom on Oct. 23. For more information, visit the New York Aware Prepare website,
McCartney said.
McCartney said his agency also makes sure that local governments are prepared for disaster
and that they have the right equipment, which includes pumps, generators, chainsaws, light
towers,
emergency food and water and medical supplies.
Oneonta Fire Department Chief Patrick Pidgeon said the city has several pumps and
generators in case of emergency. On Sept. 27, Cooperstown Medical Transport and Oneonta’s
Fire Department is hosting a community emergency training at SUNY Oneonta, Pidgeon
added.
One of the most important things you can do in times of crises is to be aware of what’s taking
place around you, McCartney said. He suggested signing up for NY-Alert, a free program that
sends real-time emails and text messages regarding severe weather warnings, significant
highway closures, hazardous material spills and other emergency conditions. Do whatever it
takes to stay informed, he urged.
Garrick Hoadley, a volunteer with the Mohawk Valley Region’s American Red Cross, spent
two weeks serving in New York City after Sept. 11, and knows firsthand the importance of
preparation.
Since 9/11, Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee, the Red Cross has also placed a greater
emphasis on preparation, Hoadley said, with other agencies, such as Catholic Charities and
Salvation Army, focusing on recovery.
“If we’re better prepared, that will hopefully mean less recovery,” Hoadley said.
No matter what situation arises, it’s vitally important to have a plan, Hoadley, of Gilbertsville,
said. This includes deciding on a meeting place in case you must be evacuated or having a
designated area in your home ready in case you need to “hunker down” and stay put.
Individuals should build an emergency kit with water, a change of clothes and important
documents or medicines, Hoadley said.
Anyone can get involved with local emergency services agencies, be trained in first aid and
CPR or give blood, he added.
Hoadley also mentioned that the Red Cross has more than 11 free SmartPhone apps for a
variety of different disasters, including tornado, flood and shelter-finder apps.

The way that hospitals prepare for emergencies has also changed drastically since Sept. 11,
according to Bassett Healthcare Network’s Emergency Preparedness Manager Brinton Muller
and Bassett’s spokeswoman Karen Huxtable-Hooker.
“Hospital preparedness has changed not only since 9/11, but weather related emergencies —
from flooding to tornadoes — occur with more frequency than a decade ago and we need to
be prepared,” Huxtable-Hooker said. “A hospital doesn’t take time off. We are 24/7, 365 days
of the year. We need to be prepared as individuals and as employees to respond so that we can
also be there for our patients.”
Before 9/11, many hospitals did not have comprehensive, structured disaster plans that they
regularly reviewed, updated and tested to be prepared to respond to a disaster, HuxtableHooker said.
Bassett Medical Center and its affiliate hospitals have specific response plans for various
types of emergencies, Huxtable-Hooker said. The network and individual hospitals frequently
have drills in order to practice response and learn where improvements need to be made.
Today, preparedness means “research, planning, education, relationships, cooperation and
coordination with all partners in Emergency Preparedness, including other hospitals, nursing
homes, home care health agencies, state and county departments of health, Homeland
Security, law enforcement, fire, EMS and schools,” Muller said.
Since 9/11, there has also been a concerted effort to develop better methods of tracking
patients and available beds across the state, Muller said.
“The New York State Department of Health developed an e-FINDS tracking system that
gives each patient a unique bar-coded bracelet so that, when evacuated from a health care
facility, there is an ability to track where that patient is evacuated to, determine available beds
and match patients to the appropriate bed location based on level of care needed,” Muller
added.
Bassett will hold its annual Emergency Preparedness Fair on Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Cooperstown Bassett Clinic, Huxtable-Hooker added. The focus of the fair is proactively
planning for the care of children and pets.
Whether you visit Bassett’s preparedness fair, give blood, put together an emergency kit or
attend a Citizen Preparedness Training, the important thing is that you’re taking your safety
into your own hands and being proactive, Huxtable-Hooker said.
“Twenty years ago, people didn’t take the need to be prepared at home and at work quite as
seriously as we do today,” Huxtable-Hooker said. “Unfortunately, the headlines are full of far
too many examples of why emergency preparedness is not only a good idea, it is essential.”
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/local_news/article_d52ed50d-d46b-521c-a90d5aaf3f59003f.html?mode=jqm
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New York Transitions Focus to Preparing for Worst-Case Scenarios
Government Technology: (By Commissioner Hauer DHSES) Sept. 11, 2014 :

The ongoing threat of terrorism and increased frequency, scope and scale of natural hazards
has led New York to change how it prepares for and responds to disasters by planning for the
new normal of extreme weather and the persistent threat of terrorism. In doing so, New York
has developed numerous new initiatives to enhance the state’s preparedness posture.
At the direction of Gov. Andrew Cuomo, New York has shifted from a “wait-and-see”
posture to a more proactive “lean-forward” approach to emergency management in an effort
to assist local partners. The goal is not to take over but rather better position the state to
understand and support the needs of local government. We are also altering our approach to
planning in New York by evolving from traditional all-hazards planning to planning and
preparing for worst-case scenarios. By preparing for the worst-case scenarios, New York will
be better able to handle any event. This evolution, coupled with our more proactive approach
to emergency management, will help to ensure state resources are ready and available to assist
local communities during a crisis.
A key component to the lean-forward approach is a more robust regional construct. The
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services (DHSES) has increased its regional
footprint by expanding from five to 10 planning/response regions, each staffed with a regional
director, regional coordinator and a lieutenant from the New York State Police. These
individuals work collaboratively with staff from the DHSES Office of Fire Prevention and
Control and other state agencies and serve as the primary interface with our local partners.
During response situations, the DHSES regional staff now deploys quicker to help our cities
and counties size up the situation and identify potential resource needs. This ability to more
immediately obtain situational awareness allows the state to better anticipate and support
resource requests.
To support information flow, New York has developed a state-funded interoperable
communications grant program that has aided the growth of regional communications
partnerships throughout the state. The partnerships, which are inclusive of local and state
public safety agencies, are responsible for creating interoperable emergency communications
systems for first responders. To date, 13 regional partnerships or consortiums have been
formed within all 57 counties and New York City.
To be eligible for this program, counties must be members of a communication consortium
and establish and maintain a single point of contact (interoperability coordinator) to oversee
the county’s interoperability efforts. They must assure accessibility to county communication
systems to state and other jurisdictions for interoperability purposes. In addition, for project
expenses to be eligible for state reimbursement, counties must deploy technology with non-

proprietary standards and ensure that national interoperability channels are programmed in
land mobile radio devices funded through the grant program. $215 million has been awarded
to all 57 counties and New York City though the program.
In addition to more regional staff as noted above, DHSES has enhanced its regional stockpile
program. Nine regional stockpile sites have been established across the state, each with a
variety of resources (generators, large-scale pumps, cots, blankets, water, etc.) and specialty
response items such as mass casualty equipment and other resources often requested during a
disaster. As a direct result of the lessons learned from Superstorm Sandy, the state has also
developed a strategic fuel reserve and a program to provide gas stations along evacuation
routes with backup generators.
Another lesson learned from Superstorm Sandy was the fact that many elected officials lacked
emergency management training. To remedy this situation, Gov. Cuomo tasked DHSES with
developing a training program specifically for county chief executives and other local leaders
so that they have an understanding of the state’s emergency management framework and their
authority and responsibilities during a disaster. This training also serves to educate elected
officials on the correct process to obtain resources and support from the state. It has been a
useful mechanism to help manage the expectations of local government, given that most
disasters do not garner federal funding, which had been a common misperception previously.
This program also includes a three-and-half-day training academy for county emergency
managers to ensure they all have the same baseline level of knowledge and an awareness of
emerging issues. This is an important step in the increasing professionalization of the
emergency management discipline, considering that emergency managers (unlike firefighters
and police officers) do not have formal training academies. To ensure compliance with the
program, the governor requires county chief executives and emergency managers to complete
the training for their counties to remain eligible for grant funds administered by DHSES. To
help ensure buy-in, DHSES partnered with local emergency managers to develop the program
and ensure the training remains relevant and valuable.
New York also has the benefit of having the State Preparedness Training Center (SPTC), a
former airport with more than 700 acres remodeled into a state-of-the-art training facility
complete with a fully enclosed Cityscape, rubble pile for search and rescue operations, and
other unique training venues for high-end scenario-based training. That includes active
shooter training and other courses that allow first responders from all disciplines to train
together simultaneously. Last year alone, the SPTC helped to train more than 13,000
individuals (though both residential and mobile courses), including more than 4,500 teachers
and school officials in how to respond to active shooter events. Our goal this year is to train at
least 18,000 individuals.
DHSES was also challenged by Gov. Cuomo to come up with a more systematic way to
understand local preparedness and capability gaps. FEMA, think tanks and other groups have
long tried to develop such a system to assess preparedness, but efforts to date have yet to
produce much in the way of tangible results (at least for New York). So DHSES again
partnered with the local first responder community to develop a more intuitive and useful

approach. The result is the County Emergency Preparedness Assessment (CEPA) program,
which includes a tool and methodology to help state and local stakeholders assess risk,
capabilities and the potential need for support and resources during emergencies or disasters.
CEPA provides a standardized and repeatable process to understand capabilities at the county
level and identify statewide trends. The key component of CEPA is an in-person meeting
between state and local subject-matter experts to discuss and analyze local hazard and
capability information and potential resource gaps.
After completing the assessment, counties can use the results to educate their elected officials,
to justify budget requests, to tailor future programs and resource allocations, and to inform
future planning, training and exercise activities. Counties can also use the CEPA results to
provide a framework for more detailed discussions with DHSES regarding exactly what
resources and support the state can offer to best support local government during
emergencies. After pilot testing the tool and methodology with several jurisdictions, DHSES
validated the process and is now conducting CEPA sessions across the state. Again, because
of the buy-in and partnership with first responders to develop the system, CEPA has been
well received by our local partners, unlike many of the previous assessment programs.
A more educated and prepared citizenry is another key aspect of New York’s approach, and
we have learned that brochures and websites are simply not enough. Practical training must be
provided to the public in the communities where they reside, as a member of public will often
be the first to the scene of an emergency. With this in mind, Gov. Cuomo launched the
Citizen Preparedness Corps training initiative to help ensure residents have the training and
resources to prepare for any type of disaster, respond accordingly and recover as quickly as
possible to pre-disaster conditions. A key component of this training is the distribution of
New York State Citizen Preparedness Corps Response Kits that contain key items to assist
individuals in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The training is provided by the New
York National Guard, working with experts from DHSES, and it is based on our “circle of
life” concept whereby we empower the public to help themselves, their families and their
neighbors during times of crisis. The goal for this year is to train 100,000 residents.
The initiatives outlined above are a few of the many efforts under way in New York to better
prepare the state and its residents for the new normal of extreme weather and the other
persistent threats we face. Mother Nature has become much more aggressive, so we too must
adopt a similar posture to ensure we are ready to respond effectively when the next disaster
strikes. And if recent history is any guide, the next disaster may be bigger and more
destructive than the last. Therefore it is critical that we assume a more proactive approach to
emergency management so that we can meet government’s most important mission, which is
to ensure the safety and security of the public and our communities.
http://www.govtech.com/public-safety/New-York-Transitions-Focus-to-Preparing-for-WorstCase-Scenarios.html
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SAFE And National Guard Partner On Workshops
Glen Cove Record Pilot: Sept. 6, 2014 :

SAFE’s Glen Cove PRIDE Project Coalition’s Youth Committee is dedicated to utilizing
needs assessment data to identify and provide prevention activities and programs for youth.
Over the summer, through the coalition’s partnership with the National Guard Counterdrug
Task Force, the youth committee was able to incorporate youth workshops with youth
between the first and eighth grade.
“The New York National Guard Counterdrug Task Force Civil Operations Program strives to
improve the health and well-being of NY’s communities. We hope to accomplish this by
aiding various coalitions such as Glen Cove’s SAFE in achieving their goals in anyway
possible. This enables us to become a force multiplier and help ensure long-term positive
behavior outcomes,” said Staff Sergeant David You.
You visited with youth attending the Glen Cove After 3 Program on July 31 and discussed the
consequences of making wrongful decisions and the lasting effects of tobacco, alcohol, and
other drugs. The youth tried on fatal vision goggles to help them experience realistic
impairments while being intoxicated.
The older youth tried on shaded fatal vision goggles, which simulated realistic experiences of
impairment during nighttime conditions. Youth participated in sobriety tests by walking in a
straight line heel-to-toe with and without the goggles to gain an understanding of the
impairment of alcohol on their overall functioning.
You also offered the youth the opportunity to try on his bulletproof vest and answered any
questions they had about the armed forces.
For further information on any SAFE, Inc. PRIDE Project Coalition and their initiatives
contact Coalition Coordinator Aimee Abraham at 516-676-2008. SAFE Inc. is a not-for-profit
tax-exempt substance abuse education and prevention agency located in Glen Cove. Visit
www.safeglencove.org and www.facebook.com/GlenCovePrideCoalition.
http://www.antonnews.com/glencoverecordpilot/news/39305-safe-and-national-guardpartner-on-workshops.html
Return to top

Counter Drug Task Force
Loot seized from pot ring goes to law enforcement:Federal officials share assets
from 2009 bust with local agencies

Times Union; Sept. 8, 2014::
Sep 12, 2014

New York law enforcement agencies shared more than $7 million of $8.9 million in seized
assets from a marijuana distribution ring that brought large shipments of the drug from
Canada to Saratoga County, U.S. Attorney Richard Hartunian announced Monday.
The case began in 2009 with a traffic stop in Illinois that led to 334 pounds of marijuana
being seized from a car trailer coming from California and intended for distribution in upstate
New York, Hartunian said. All told, $12.5 million in drug proceeds were recovered.
The investigation, which ended in 2013, led to the conviction of five people, including Eric
Canori, 35, of Wilton, and former downhill mountain biking world champion Melissa Giove,
42, of Virginia.
Hartunian said $1.5 million in cash and 40 pounds of marijuana were removed from Canori's
home.
After pleading guilty, Canori gave investigators the location of a home he rented in
California, where they turned up 172 gold bars, 161 gold coins and a 100-ounce silver bar, the
U.S. attorney said. The items were purchased with money from the drug trade, he said. Two
pickup trucks and one trailer also were seized.
Along with Canori and Giove, there were three other co-conspirators, Robert Reinfurt of Salt
Lake City, Pamela Grosch of California and Sara Shafer of North Carolina. Reinfurt, 34,
pleaded guilty to marijuana conspiracy charges in federal court in Albany and was sentenced
in 2011 to time served and four years of supervised release.
Grosch also pleaded guilty in federal court in Albany in May 2012 to a felony charge of
conspiring to possess with the intent to distribute more than 100 kilograms of marijuana. In
January 2013, she was sentenced to 63 months in prison. Grosch helped purchase, store and
ship multiple cross-country shipments of marijuana and in 2011 maintained a warehouse in
Santa Rosa, Calif., where more than 400 pounds of marijuana was stored, according to her
plea agreement. Grosch, 43, is serving her sentence at a federal prison in Illinois.
Sara Inman Shafer was sentenced in federal court in Albany in July 2013 to time served and
two years supervised release, records show. Her plea agreement included a $3 million
forfeiture. Shafer was arrested in June 2012 and released on bond a month later while her case
was pending.
Federal court records indicate Shafer, 36, took part in a conspiracy in 2008 and 2009 to
distribute large quantities of marijuana purchased from Canada that was hidden in tractortrailers and transported across the border, much of it delivered to buyers in Saratoga County.
Canori was sentenced in 2012 to 30 months in prison for his role in the conspiracy to
distribute marijuana.

Federal officials shared $8.9 million with enforcement agencies, including $103,000 to the
Albany County District Attorney's Office, $473,000 to the Albany Police Department and
$471,000 to the Troy Police Department.
The money was recently distributed based on the agencies' involvement in the case and the
Drug Task Force, Hartunian said.
The remaining $3.59 million will go to the U.S. Department of Justice Asset Forfeiture
Program. District Attorney David Soares said the money will go toward Albany County's
Making Crime Pay program, providing resources to smaller communities funding items such
as new technology and weapons for smaller police agencies.
The money can be used by law enforcement agencies for anything from enforcement to
intervention programs. In Troy, where police recently increased the number of officers on the
street after a spree of shootings this summer, Chief John Tedesco said the $471,239 also will
go to technology upgrades and adding cameras to police vehicles.
Dividing crime's loot
Federal officials shared $8.9 million in seized assets with law enforcement agencies.
Albany County District Attorney's Office: $103,627.70
Albany police: $473,297.05
Bethlehem police: $85,474.76
Columbia County Sheriff's Office: $471,239.39
East Greenbush police: $85,474.76
State Department of Corrections: $471,239.39
State National Guard: $34,407.16
State Office of the Attorney General: $56,871.94
State Police: $471,239.39
New York County District Attorney's Office: $482,146.37
Rensselaer County Sheriff's Office: $471,239.39
Rotterdam police:$18,518.94
Saratoga County District Attorney's Office: $122,146.64

Saratoga Springs police: $467,408.37
Saratoga County Sheriff's Office: $452,720.45
Schenectady County District Attorney's Office: $46,233.03
Schenectady County Sheriff's Office: $414,367.45
Schenectady police: $471,239.39
Troy police: $471,239.39
Warren County Sheriff's Department:$499,459.55
Warren County District Attorney's Office: $46,233.03
Washington County District Attorney's Office: $46,233.03
Washington County Sheriff's Office: $471,239.39
Watervilet police: 385,951.65
$1.45 million to Illinois state agencies
$231,386 to California state agencies
$125,483 to the Internal Revenue Service
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/8-9M-to-Capital-Region-in-drug-seizure-case5741858.php
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Naval Militia
New commander named for NY Naval Militia
Associated Press , Sept.10, 2014:

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — New York Naval Militia Rear Admiral Ten Eyck "Trip" Powell III
has been selected as next commander of the state's volunteer naval force.

The Coeymans (KWEE-muhns) resident will replace Naval Militia Major General Robert
Wolf, who is retiring in December.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the change on Tuesday. He said the state's volunteer naval
force has responded to emergencies like Superstorm Sandy and other natural disasters.
The New York Naval Militia is a 2,700-member force composed mainly of Navy, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard Reserve members who also agree to serve in the state force in
addition to their federal reserve duty.
The Naval Militia was organized in 1889 as the naval equivalent of the New York National
Guard prior to the establishment of the Naval Reserve in 1915.
http://www.seattlepi.com/news/article/New-commander-named-for-NY-Naval-Militia5745488.php
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New York Army National Guard
9/11 prayer breakfast Thursday in Whitesboro
Utica OD: Sep. 8, 2014:

All are invited to attend the 13th annual 9/11 & Regional Prayer Breakfast, sponsored by The
Genesis Group. The event will be held Thursday at Hart’s Hill Inn in Whitesboro, beginning
at 7:30 a.m.
The group will honor living and remember deceased members of our military, law
enforcement, firefighters and emergency responders from across the Mohawk Valley region.
There will also be a special ceremony to commemorate the anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001,
attacks in New York, Washington, D.C. and Pennyslvania.
Keynote speaker will be Major Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, adjutant general for the state of New
York and commander of the New York Army National Guard. He also serves as
commissioner of the Division of Military and Naval Affairs for the State of New York.
All are welcome. Cost for the breakfast is $15. Reservations can be made by
Reservations@TheGenesisGroup.org.
Read more: http://www.uticaod.com/article/20140908/Opinion/140909704#ixzz3CkEtmcWu
http://www.uticaod.com/article/20140908/OPINION/140909704/10079/OPINION
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James E. Faunce
Newz Junky:Sept. 8, 2014:

WATERTOWN, N.Y. — James E. Faunce, 77, passed away peacefully Sunday, Sept. 7, at
Samaritan Summit Village having been a resident for the past 14 months and following a two
year residence at Samaritan Keep Nursing Home.
The funeral service will be 11 a.m. Thursday, Sep. 11, at Bruce Funeral Home, Black River.
Burial will follow in Black River Cemetery.

Calling hours will be 4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 10, at the funeral home.
He was born April 20, 1937, in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, a son of Edward H. and Florence
Johnson Faunce. Mr. Faunce spent his childhood, school years and adult life later raising his
own family in Great Bend.
Mr. Faunce, a 1955 graduate from Carthage Central School, became a civilian employee
mechanic in 1956 for the New York Army National Guard at Camp Drum. He was promoted
in 1978 to general foreman of the former training equipment site at Fort Drum until his
retirement in September 1994.
He was a 39-year member of the New York Army National Guard, serving with the 127th
Maintenance Company, Carthage, the 145th Maintenance Company, Brooklyn, and most
recently the NYS Area Command Headquarters in Latham, NY retiring in April 1997 as
Chief Warrant Officer 4.
On June 2, 1957, James was married to Mary Ann VanDusen at Grace Episcopal Church,
Carthage, with Robert W. Nicholls officiating.
Surviving are his wife, Mary Ann Faunce, a resident of Samaritan Summit Village; a son and
daughter-in-law, Russ and Laurie Faunce, Black River; a daughter, Rhonda A. Faunce and her
partner, Callie O. Black, Elmira, N.Y.; a brother and sister-in-law, John “Jack” and Sue
Faunce, Carthage; a sister-in-law, Joan Johnson, Gouverneur; a brother-in-law and his wife,
Noel “Toby” and Linda VanDusen, Massena; several nieces and nephews.
Jim enjoyed sharing his love of golf and the Yankees’ with his little brother. He was a
member of the Woolworth Memorial United Methodist Church, Carlowden Country Club and
served as an officer with the Great Bend Volunteer Fire Department.
Donations may be made to the Great Bend Fire Department 32768 New York 26, Carthage,
NY 13619 or Woolworth Memorial United Methodist Church 25120 County Road 197, Great
Bend, NY 13643.
Online condolences may be made at brucefh.com.
http://www.newzjunky.com/obits2014/0908faunceobit.htm
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Leahey receives new rank, responsibilities
Livingston Daily: Sept. 7, 2014 :

Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general for the state of New York, announced the
promotion of Peter Leahey of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of
capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
Leahey of Howell, who is serving with the headquarters and headquarters detachment os the
104th Military Police Battalion, is promoted to the rank of captain.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability,and development potential. The promotions additionally recognize the best qualified
soldiers and attract and retain the highest caliber citizen soldiers for a career in the New York
Army National Guard.
http://www.livingstondaily.com/story/news/local/people/2014/09/07/service-news/15092325/
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Local mayor wins Western NY Senate primary
WRAL: Sept. 9, 2014 :

NORTH TONAWANDA, N.Y. — A mayor from western New York won the Republican
nod to succeed retiring state Sen. George Maziarz on Tuesday after beating a candidate who
briefly halted her campaign after admitting an extramarital affair.
North Tonawanda Mayor Robert Ortt defeated Gia Arnold in the primary in Senate District
62. He will face Democrat Johnny Destino, a local school board member, in the November
election.
Ortt opposes the new gun control law known as the SAFE Act and says that if elected he'll
work to protect western New York from interference from downstate. He's cited his work to
boost the local economy and reduce the size of government in North Tonawanda.
Serving as mayor since 2010, Ortt served as city treasurer and in Afghanistan as a member of
the New York Army National guard.
The 62nd District includes Niagara and Orleans County and portions of Monroe County.
Arnold halted her bid for office last month after acknowledging that she had begun an
extramarital relationship a few days before. She says she publicized her personal difficulties
because she wanted to run an honest and transparent campaign, and only returned to the
campaign trail after receiving hundreds of supportive calls and emails.

Maziarz, a Republican, announced in July that he would not seek re-election amid reports that
his former chief of staff is cooperating with a federal prosecutor on an investigation into his
office.
Maziarz, 61, said in his announcement that he had considered retirement for five years and
lacked the "passion and commitment" to mount another campaign for the seat he has held
since 1996.
Read more at http://www.wral.com/local-mayor-wins-western-ny-senateprimary/13967749/#ygFKpbUikMMDrEgh.99
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Hike of the Week: Revisiting 9/11 through words
Poughkeepsie Journal: Sept. 10, 2014 :

Hike of the Week has been around since April 2004. The first HOTW 9/11 column, a visit to
the 9/11 flag on the Appalachian Trail on Shenandoah Mountain in East Fishkill, appeared
Sept. 8, 2005. We've revisited the flag twice since, on Sept. 7 the following year, and last
year, on Sept. 5, noting how it — but hopefully not what it stands for — is fading away.
There's been a 9/11 column every year since 2004. We've visited the 9/11 memorial at the
Graymoor monastery down in Philipstown for Sept. 11, 2008, and the LaGrange Sunrise
Rotary memorial on Stringham Road on Sept. 24, 2009. On Sept. 8, 2011, we visited the thenunfinished United 93 National Memorial near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, then returned to the
completed memorial on Sept. 6, 2012. The 2012 Memorial Day column visited the 9/11
Memorial at the Pentagon, and the 2012 Fourth of July column visited the National Sept. 11
Memorial in Manhattan.
This year, we're going to experience 9/11 from a surprising, extraordinary perspective via a
review of Jim Defede's 2002 "The Day the World Came to Town; 9/11 in Gander,
Newfoundland"; visit the still-smoking ruins via an excerpt from Sean Michael Flynn's "The
Fighting 69th — One Remarkable National Guard Unit's Journey from Ground Zero to
Baghdad," then listen to a haunting 9/11 tribute by Garrison/Cold Spring's own MotherLode
Trio's — Stacy Labriola, Patti Pelican and Terry Textor Platz.
Gander: "We're all Americans tonight." On Sept. 11, 2001, America's entire airspace, for the
first time ever, was CLOSED. Period. No ifs, ands, or buts. All aircraft arriving over the
North Atlantic had to return to their point of origin or, past the point of no return, land in
Canada. Tiny Gander, Newfoundland, had an ex-military airstrip that could accommodate
jumbo jets. Thirty-eight jetliners, with 6,595 passengers and crew — some with exotic
cultural/religious needs — landed there. Gander, and neighboring villages, opened their doors

and heartsto the "plane people," welcoming them to their homes and accommodating them at
the Lions Club, Knights of Columbus, American Legion, schools, fire houses, community
centers, churches. Every business in the area donated/contributed thousands of dollars worth
— from toys for the kids and prescription drugs, to 4,000 toothbrushes. Animals on the planes
were fed and cared for. The last plane left on Sept. 17. A very readable, moving, inspiring
account.
Manhattan: [New York Army National Guard 69th Infantry Regiment Battalion Commander,
Lt. Col. Geoffrey James] Slack stared at the ground, squinting through the shroud of ash and
smoke to get a better look at what he had just stumbled across. Next to his dust-covered boots
was a shoe that still contained a foot. ... Though he had already encountered dozens of horrific
sights, nothing else he had seen at the World Trade Center defined what had happened earlier
that morning more completely than that shoe. ... It was a light blue pump, and though her foot
was sheared off through the ankle, Slack could picture the woman who had put it on that
morning. She had driven to the train for the commute into Manhattan on the Long Island Rail
Road ... she managed to get a window seat and stared into the bright September day ... she
rode the subway to the World Trade Center and bought a banana and a bottle of juice at the
newsstand before riding the elevator to her office high up the tower. Then she and thousands
of other people — innocent civilians, people sitting at their desks, having a cup of coffee,
going to their offices — were murdered by some [misguided fanatics] thinking that what they
were doing was a noble act. It wasn't noble. It was murder — senseless, pitiful murder. Slack
opened the right cargo pocket of his camouflage uniform, and gently slid her foot and her
shoe — slid her — inside for protection until he could find someplace proper to lay her down
again.
MotherLode Trio's 9/11 memorial "Sometime Lofty Towers" (Sonnet No. 64 by William
Shakespeare, track 8 on their "MotherLode Trio" CD) stirs the soul. Listen to it on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/pages/MotherLode-Trio/104496156265344
Ralph Ferrusi writes Hike of the Week each week for the Poughkeepsie Journal. Send email
to rjferrusi@frontiernet.net
http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/sports/recreational/2014/09/10/hike-weekrevisiting-words/15420485/
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Annual 9/11 Prayer Breakfast
CNY Central: Sept. 11, 2014 :

Area law enforcement, local leaders and community members gathering Thursday morning
for the 13th annual 9/11 Regional Prayer Breakfast.

The event is held every year at the Harts Hill Inn in Whitesboro to honor and remember the
first responders who lost their lives in the World Trade Center attacks.
It's also a way to honor local military, law enforcement, firefighters and emergency
responders. There was a special video presentation, a moment of silence, a presentation of the
color guard, and a key note speaker from the U.S. army.
"When you have the adjutant general of the New York National Guard, I think it says a lot, it
says a lot about how important this event is to the community, we saw a lot of people that
really don't have any connection to law enforcement or firefighting or EMS or military, they
were just here because they wanted to be here and as I said in my introductory notes, it was
nice to see children here too," says Capt. Francis Coots, NYS Police.
Over three hundred people attended making this breakfast the largest one yet. Of those 300
people - a local family who lost their daughter and sister was honored.
http://www.cnyhomepage.com/story/d/story/annual-911-prayerbreakfast/28491/XhqJT1tBI0OsR6f8oCUY6Q
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Saratoga Springs’ 9/11 ceremony remembers the fallen
Saratogian News: Sept. 12, 2014:

SARATOGA SPRINGS - During a moment of remembrance at 8:46 a.m. on Thursday
morning, Barbara Floryshak noticed the wind pick up the same way it did 12 years ago when
she visited Ground Zero a year after the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
“That’s something from beyond, and I’m not the only one who noticed it,” she said.
Floryshak, a Malta resident, now works at the Albany Stratton VA, giving a morning worship
service but has had a lifetime of pastoral service.
She was in New York city just days after the attacks to help “in any way she could,” and
returned again in 2002 to continue assisting and attend remembrance ceremonies.
“It was horrible. The smell was so horrible: burning wires, the air was filled with white dust.
People were wandering aimlessly. Some cried,” she said.
She recalls visiting the World Trade Center two days before the attacks, showing a group of
visiting German tourists the towering structures.

“The buildings were something people wanted to see when they came to New York,” she
said.
She was one of many residents who attended the 9/11 remembrance ceremony Thursday in
High Rock Park. The ceremony featured songs from the Saratoga Springs High School
Choraliers and speakers sharing their stories of that day.
Mat Tully, a local attorney and veteran gave the keynote address, wearing his Purple Heart,
awarded to him after his service in the months after the attacks.
Tully was working the South Tower of the World Trade Center and watched the North Tower
go down, and moments later his own building began to collapse.
At first, he said thought the first hit may have been a mistake, or an accident.
“When the buildings came down I knew America was at war,” Tully said.
Tully’s office was on the 65th floor of the South Tower, but he was in the lobby at 8:46 a.m.
about to head up for another day of work, when Flight 11 hit the North Tower.
“Then I saw the buildings collapse, up until that point I thought maybe it was a bad day for air
traffic controllers,” he said.
He said he knew immediately felt he needed to help. Then a captain in the New York Army
National Guard’s 42nd infantry he was assigned to the New York Police Department’s
command and served as a military liaison to the NYPD chief. During his service, he was hit
by a suicide bomber and suffered injuries.
The ceremony was brought together by the mayor’s 9/11 Memorial Committee, chaired by
Dottie Pepper, an American professional golfer and Saratoga Springs native.
“This came together very well with people all across the city,” Pepper said.
The gray skies and light sprinkle of rain would dampen the mood any other day, but on this
day of remembrance, the elements were appropriate.
The 50-plus volunteer committee included remarks from Mayor Joanne Yepsen, a wreath
presentation from the police and fire departments, a benediction from Rabbi Jonathan
Rubenstien, and the Pledge of Allegiance read by former mayor Ken Klotz, who was mayor
of Saratoga Springs in 2001.
“We all have a role to play in creating a world where terror and hatred are gone,” Rubenstien
said.
High Rock Park itself serves as a place of reflection of solace for Saratoga Springs. High
Rock Park was used by Native Americans as a place of refuge and healing as early as the

1300s. One of the park’s most famous visitors, Sir William Johnson, recuperated from battle
wounds after drinking from High Rock Springs in 1771.
The park now serves as well as a place of 9/11 remembrance for the city with the addition of
the “Tempered by Memory” sculpture. The 25-foot sculpture was created with five twisted
pieces of steel from the World Trade Center by artists John Van Alstine and Noah Savett. The
park is now complete with landscaping, planters and two dedicated benches.
“The wind was so strong, twice today at those times, those we lost are always with us,”
Floryshak said.
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20140911/saratoga-springs-911-ceremonyremembers-the-fallen
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Trade Center survivor recounts 9/11 at Spa City ceremony
PostStar.com: Sept. 12, 2014:

SARATOGA SPRINGS -- Mathew Tully told 200 people who gathered Thursday morning at
High Rock Park that they now are connected to someone who was in the World Trade Center
when the towers fell.
“Before today, some of you may have not have ever met a 9/11 survivor, somebody that was
in the Pentagon, somebody that was in the World Trade Center. After today, you won’t be
able to say that,” said Tully during a ceremony at the Tempered by Memory sculpture.
He encouraged the audience to speak with him following the ceremony. Then he detailed his
recollections of that day.
At 8:46 a.m., when the first plane hit the north tower, Tully was in the lobby of the south
tower, where he worked on the 65th floor for Morgan Stanley.
“Things were falling into the plaza. Windows were breaking,” he recalled. “I did not at 8:46
understand the gravity of the situation. I did know I didn’t want to go up to the 65th floor.”
Instead, he headed out to a 9:30 a.m. court appearance.
He exited the building through the subway system, re-entering street level 13 or 14 minutes
later, several blocks away.
From there, “I watched and I saw the building on fire ... . I had no clue it was a terrorist
attack.”

He continued to the court, where he learned the Pentagon was under attack. Reality, however,
was not sinking in.
“I still didn’t realize America was under attack and the American way of life would change
for all of us,” he said.
From the courtroom, he watched from the window.
“It was right at that moment that I saw my building collapse. That’s when the gravity of 9/11
sunk in for me. That’s when I realized America was at war,” he said, adding, “I knew I had to
report for duty.”
Tully was dressed in his military uniform by 8 p.m. and for the next week, with 20-hour days,
worked as a National Guard liaison with New York City Police Department. He then worked
at Ground Zero as an operations officer for the National Guard.
“As you all know, there have been two wars. One war in Afghanistan and arguably, a few
years later, another war in Iraq.”
He served in both Iraq and Afghanistan, retiring in May after being injured by a suicide
bomber.
“My course of life changed because of 9/11,” he said.
He urged the audience to not only remember those that died, but also the survivors.
“There’s tens of thousands of them that were in the Pentagon and the World Trade Center that
suffer to this day,” he said.
Mary Beth Delarm was in attendance at the ceremony. Her life also changed greatly after the
attacks. She was driven to volunteer with the Red Cross at Ground Zero after fundraising
locally, she said, “because there was nothing left I could do on the homefront.”
Today, she still volunteers with the Red Cross, responding to disasters all over the country.
She spent October 2001 in New York City washing dust and debris from rescue works, while
also offering meals and a sympathetic ear.
“Being compassionate to others helps yo heal,” she said.
During the ceremony, two male students with the Saratoga Springs High School Choraliers
fainted, resulting in an ambulance arriving at the scene. The student were reported to have
recovered at the scene.
The sirens and emergency responders called for the students triggered emotion in Delarm, she
said.

“One thing 9/11 reminds us of that we must remember,” she said, “is to be resilient in the
midst of our free country, while terrorism thrives.”
The remembrance ceremony was organized by a committee established almost immediately
after Mayor Joanne Yepsen took office in January.
The event is the first held at the park since the 2012 installation of the 25-foot tall sculpture,
created from twisted metal from Ground Zero.
Yepsen said she plans to make the ceremony an annual event.
http://poststar.com/news/local/trade-center-survivor-recounts-at-spa-cityceremony/article_d86f3ca4-3a07-11e4-bfa9-9f9fe169f15e.html
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Enyart Statement on Anniversary of September 11 Attack
Murphysboroamerican.com: Sept. 12, 2014 :

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS – U.S. Congressman Bill Enyart (IL-12) released the following
statement today in advance of tomorrow’s 13th anniversary of the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks on our nation.
“September 11, 2001 is day I will never forget. I was sitting in my office, where I worked as
legal advocate for folks with Social Security Disability cases, when I heard the news. My
coworkers and I gathered around a small television in the office to watch the news. I simply
couldn’t believe my eyes.
“My immediate next step was to call the Illinois National Guard Headquarters in Springfield.
At the time, I was a Lt. Colonel in the Guard, and wanted to know if I could be of assistance.
Although my orders wouldn’t come until a couple months later, we knew that serious action
would be taken by the President.
“The following November, I was deployed to Europe on temporary assignment. As I walked
through the airport in New York, I passed the young men and women of the New York
National Guard holding M-16s and guarding the airport. As my flight departed, I looked
down to the city, and saw the twin towers still smoldering two months later.
“September 11 will not soon be forgotten by me, nor by those who were tragically affected by
the events of that day. I encourage everyone to take a moment of silence and reflect upon
those who were victims of the attacks, those who were the first responders on the scene, and

those who paid the last full measure of devotion in the weeks, months, and years following
that day.”
U.S. Congressman Bill Enyart (IL-12) is the former Commander General of the Illinois
National Guard. As General, Enyart oversaw the largest deployment of troops overseas since
WWII, in support of operations in Afghanistan. After taking office last year, Enyart currently
sits on the House Armed Services Committee and is the only United States two star Major
General serving in the House of Representatives.
http://www.murphysboroamerican.com/article/20140911/NEWS/140919805
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Milford remembers 9/11 with solemn ceremony
Pocono Record: Sept. 12, 2014 :

Approximately 100 bystanders, including members of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 8612 in
Milford, gathered to honor the victims of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in a brief ceremony
Thursday on Broad Street at the Soldiers and Sailors Monument in Kiehl Park.
The haunting strains of the bagpipes by Bill Devereaux filtered through the rainy, morning air
followed by a keynote speech by Greg Protsko at 10:30 a.m., the same hour America was
under siege 13 years ago.
"I was there for two weeks," said Protsko, who was in the New York City area on that day.
As a member of the U.S. National Guard stationed in Newburgh, New York, he was called
out with his comrades as soon as it was possible to get through to lend assistance.
"The debris covered 17 acres," he said. "It looked like somebody had destroyed the whole
city."
He described the conditions they dealt with.
"We brought sleeping bags and slept wherever we could, in classrooms, any available space."
Although he declined to discuss what he personally saw, his voice shook with emotion when
he delivered his speech.
"President George W. Bush called this the Pearl Harbor of the 21st century," he said. "It is
important to remember not only the victims, but also their families and friends and what they

are still going through. When 19 suicidal Muslim combatants seized our aircraft and attacked
four targets including the Twin Towers in Manhattan, the Pentagon and the plane that was
brought down by Americans in a small field in Pennsylvania who tried to retake the plane,
these events changed our world.
"We want to always remember these heroic men and women who became casualties that day,
including the innocent civilians, as well as the firefighters and members of the New York
Police Department who lost their lives to serve others," he said.
Protsko also added that, in the future, America needs to maintain a strong military. He said
when the federal budget is being allocated in Washington, D.C., defense should be a strong
consideration so this tragedy does not happen again.
Closing with playing "Amazing Grace," in a moving tribute, bagpiper Devereaux, a former
Newark, New Jersey firefighter, said that he had been asked to play at so many funerals of his
fallen friends that it became too difficult to continue.
http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20140912/NEWS/409120340/1/NEWS
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Amid Terrorism Concerns Abroad, Christie and Cuomo to Meet With Bi-State
Task Force
New York Observer: Sept. 11, 2014 :

Citing growing concerns of extremism overseas, Gov. Andrew Cuomo and Gov. Chris
Christie said today they’d be bringing together top law enforcement and public safety officials
to coordinate preparation across the two neighboring states.
The governors will meet with the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task Force — comprised of officials
from a slew of organizations and agencies — and has invited the U.S. Secretary of Homeland
Security, Jeh Johnson, to attend.
The announcement came on the anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks,
which, in addition to New Yorkers, killed many New Jersey residents and delivered a
devastating blow to the shared Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which saw 37 of
its police officers killed in the attacks.

It also comes as the profile of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, an extremist group wreaking
havoc in those nations, has risen tremendously in the United States following the beheadings
of two American journalists.
“With new threats abroad growing from the rise of extremist terrorist organizations, we must
take every step we can to enhance our security infrastructure to effectively prevent the hateful
agenda of these groups from coming onto American soil,” Mr. Cuomo said in statement.
“New York and New Jersey stand at the center of the global network of finance, commerce,
and tourism, placing us in a position as an attractive potential terrorist target. These measures
will strengthen the coordination between federal, state and local authorities and by doing so,
better protect our citizens from terrorist attacks.”
Mr. Christie concurred that increasing tension abroad required increased attention here.
“With the growing potential threat from overseas, it is essential that we remain vigilant and
ensure we continue to have a carefully coordinated, seamless preparedness and security
operation between our two states and the federal government for the safety of our people, our
region, and our assets,” Mr. Christie said.
The meeting will include representatives from the State Police, Homeland Security and
Emergency Services, Port Authority, NPD, MTA Police, and the New York National Guard,
according to Mr. Cuomo’s office.
While he didn’t mention ISIS by name in his statement, Mr. Cuomo has pointed to the threat
posed by the terrorist organization before — and his concern that the threat will spread —
when speaking about the importance of defending Israel.
“It’s not just Israel’s problem and it’s not just Hamas — it’s the Middle East, it’s Hamas, it’s
Hezbollah, it’s ISIS, it is growing and fomenting in terrorism and extremism and in extremist
groups. And they’re in the Middle East today, and if you look down the road they’re going to
be in Europe tomorrow, and if you look down the road further they’ll probably be in this
country — and our city and our state are premier places for targets of opportunity,” Mr.
Cuomo said earlier this month.
Mayor Bill de Blasio — who was not mentioned in the press release from the governors —
told reporters this morning that on his first September 11 as mayor, he was also working to
ensure the city was safe.
“I think about it with the additional responsibility to help make sure it never happens again,
and, you know, it’s very good that our Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson was here,
and you know, our partners at Homeland Security, FBI was here. Obviously, I’ve been talking
a lot to Commissioner Bratton about the new challenges we face,” Mr. de Blasio said,
according to an official transcript from his office.
President Barack Obama yesterday announced he would launch airstrikes against Syria in
order to target ISIS and cited them as a threat to America.

Mr. de Blasio said he agreed with the president’s strategy.
“I think ISIS is obviously a profound threat that has to be confronted, so I think his core
strategy makes sense,” Mr. de Blasio said. “I think there are some urging a rush to war. You
know, there are some out there calling for boots on the ground – I think very inappropriately
and dangerously, and I think the president was right to resist that.”
http://observer.com/2014/09/amid-terrorism-concerns-abroad-christie-and-cuomo-to-meetwith-bi-state-task-force/#ixzz3D2TC07RB
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Exclusive photos show soldiers in Kandahar, Afghanistan as they remember lives
lost on 9/11
KSHB 41 Kansas City: Sept. 11, 2014 :

KANDAHAR AIR BASE, Afghanistan - As people around the world remember the victims
of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, soldiers in Kandahar, Afghanistan also marked
the anniversary of the event that launched the war in Afghanistan.
41 Action News reporters Garrett Haake and Lindsay Shively are in Kandahar, Afghanistan
and were on hand to witness the events.
Starting the night before September 11 and throughout the night, each soldier ran three miles
and each mile stood for a fallen soldier.
Runners carried cards with the fallen soldier's name and picture and when they crossed the
finish line, they read the names aloud before placing all the cards on display.
When that race ended the morning of September 11, soldiers ran another 5K for all 9/11
victims. Soldiers from the New York National Guard carried flags with every 9/11 victim's
name.
"My school wasn't located too far from it. I saw the smoke and it is just something I
remember," Sgt. Daniel London from New York City told Shively. "It is a memorable event
to me and that kind of led up to the reason for me joining the National Guard today."
Many acknowledged that day in 2001 helped make their decision to join the armed forces.
Shively and Haake were also honored to participate in the run.

Later that day, dozens of soldiers from multiple partner nations in Kandahar gathered at
Kandahar Air Field for a prayer and moment of silence to honor the victims.
Most of the participants were Americans, but Romanian, Belgian and Slovakian soldiers were
also present.
http://www.kshb.com/news/exclusive-photos-capture-soldiers-in-kandahar-afghanistan-asthey-remember-lives-lost-on-911
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