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105th Airlift Wing
21st C-5M delivered:Aircraft will be third Super Galaxy for Travis AFB.
Aerospace Manufacturing and Design: July 21, 2014:

Marietta, Georgia – A U.S. Air Force crew ferried the 21st C-5M Super Galaxy from
Lockheed Martin’s Marietta, Ga., facilities on July 16, 2014.
Aircraft 87-0044 will be delivered to Travis Air Force Base, Calif., after a stop at Stewart Air
National Guard Base, New York, where it will undergo internal paint restoration. It will be
the third Super Galaxy for Travis.
http://www.onlineamd.com/lockheed-martin-c5m-travis-galaxy-delivered-072114.aspx
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174th Attack Wing
Drone protester sentenced to jail is out pending appeal
Syracuse Post Standard: July 21, 2014:

Mary Anne Grady-Flores, 58, who was sentenced in DeWitt town court July 10 to one year in
jail in connection with a drone protest, has been released pending an appeal of her case.

Grady-Flores, a grandmother from Ithaca, was found guilty May 15 of violating an order or
protection while protesting at the Hancock Air Base in DeWitt. She was charged in February
2013 with second-degree criminal contempt.
She was barred from going near Col. Earl Evans, the mission support group commander at the
174th Attack Wing of the New York Air National Guard, on Oct. 25, 2012. The protection
order was valid for one year.
Flores-Grady was reportedly at the site to take photos, and not to protest.
She was granted a stay and released from jail on $5,000 bail after a hearing before Onondaga
County Court Judge Thomas Miller, according to Onondaga County Assistant District
Attorney Jordan McNamara, pending an appeal. He could not say when her appeal will be
heard in Onondaga County court.
Flores-Grady was released late last week after supporters posted her bail.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/07/drone_protester_out_of_jail_pending_appe
al.html
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Local Navy veteran faces prison time for drone protest
Bennington Banner:July 24, 2014 :

SHAFTSBURY -- An 80-year-old local Navy veteran is facing a potential year in prison if
convicted of charges stemming from his involvement in an anti-drone protest at a New York
Air Force base in April.
Andrew Schoerke, of Shaftsbury, is a retired U.S. Navy captain and a member of Veterans for
Peace Will Miller Green Mountain Chapter. On April 28 he was part of a group of 300
protesters at the Hancock Field Air National Guard Base which shares space with the
Syracuse Hancock International Airport in Syracuse, New York.
The group was there to protest the United States' use of armed, unmanned aerial vehicles,
commonly called "drones," that are used in anti-terror operations. Schoerke said he believes
the government's approach to drone use is unconstitutional, secretive, and causes unwarranted
civilian casualties.
"They were first promoted by the Bush administration as being precise, surgical attacks to
take out Al-Qaeda, but it didn't take long for people to discover that they were neither surgical
nor precise," he said in an interview Monday. "In fact, there have been some very egregious
incidents where an alleged target has been taken out by a missile from a drone and people

who would go to assist any survivors they have also been struck with missiles from the
drone."
He said that according to groups such as Amnesty International, the International Human
Rights Commission, and the Bureau of Investigative Journalism, it's estimated that 4,000
people have been killed in drone strikes worldwide, and that about one fourth of them were
civilians.
The government's use of drones to kill people in sovereign nations the U.S. is not officially at
war with violates at least four international treaties, and is thus against the Constitution,
Schoerke said. In addition to the drone strikes, he says the government's use of torture and
detention also violate the Constitution, which he took an oath to defend when he joined the
military in 1956.
"The policy of the United States has been to use these drones to target and kill alleged
terrorists," he said. "It's all done in secret, there's way of the public knowing whether they are
or are not terrorists. It's all done in secret."
He said the protest in April was organized by the Upstate New York Coalition to Ground the
Drones and End the Wars, and the Syracuse Peace Council. Of the 300 people who were there
at the Hancock base, 31 opted to engage in acts of "civil resistance" at the main gate.
"Typically they involve street theater, people dying-in, people covering themselves with
blood, placards, speaking out. That's what the others were doing. I did not do that," he said.
"My role, because I'm a retired naval officer, I'm subject to a thing called the Universal Code
of Military Justice. One of the articles of that makes it incumbent on an officer to report any
unlawful orders."
Because he is retired, Schoerke has no commanding officer, and so he decided the person to
make the report to would be the base's commander.
"And because, like I say, I am a retired naval officer, I have permission to go on any military
base in the United States. To do that I go to the gate house and apply for a pass, which was
my intent on the 28th. I did not get very far, because to get to the gate house you have to cross
the access road. And it was on the way to the gate house I was arrested and placed in
custody," he said.
Schoerke is facing a misdemeanor count of obstructing government activity, a violation of
blocking traffic, and a disorderly conduct violation. The misdemeanor carries a maximum
sentence of one year in prison, while the violations carry sentences of up to two weeks.
He was arrested along with 30 others by the Town of DeWitt Police Department who were
assisted by the Onondaga County Sheriff's Department, and the New York State Police. This
happened in the afternoon and he was released on bail after being arraigned that evening in
the DeWitt Town Court, where his trial is expected to be held.

Schoerke said DeWitt Police have jurisdiction at the Air Force base.
His trial is scheduled for Aug. 11 and 12, but because he opted to change attorneys in June it
may be put off to give the new lawyer time to prepare his defense.
Schoerke said there is a real chance, if he is convicted, that he will get the full sentence. He
expects his case will be heard by Judge David S. Gideon who, according to Common Dreams,
sentenced Mary Anne Grady-Flores, 58, of Ithaca, New York, to serve one year in prison for
her involvement in a similar protest in February 2013.
Common Dreams describes itself on its website, www.commondreams.org, as a non-profit,
independent news center. According to an article it published, Grady-Flores, a grandmother of
three, was convicted on July 10 of violating an order of protection taken out by one of the
base's commanders. She had taken a photograph of the protest and stepped beyond what she
thought was the base's boundary.
According to Schoerke, the sentence was handed down specifically to deter other protesters.
"As far as I'm concerned, if I do jail time I will add that to my 23 years of naval service," he
said.
Schoerke said he was offered plea deals by the Onondaga District Attorney's Office, but opted
not to take them. Of the 30 others arrested, only one has taken a deal, he said, because they
had a relative they needed to care for.
"There were many people that were arrested that were older than I am," he said. "People with
walkers, people in their late 80s."
http://www.benningtonbanner.com/ci_26205723/local-navy-veteran-faces-prison-time-droneprotest
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Crashed Air Force drone was flying with gear that couldn't handle cold
North Country Public Radio: July 23, 2014 :

Jul 23, 2014 — Besides some clouds on Nov. 12, 2013, Air National Guard crew members
recalled to accident investigators that it was a nice day for flying.
But it was a cold, late fall day, just below freezing on the ground at Fort Drum, where the Air
National Guard launches its remotely piloted aircraft for training missions over upstate New
York.

A review of the Air Force's publicly released report into the accident has concluded the
unmanned military drone that crashed into Lake Ontario that day was flying with equipment
that didn't always function properly in cold weather.
"Perfect storm"
The MQ-9 Reaper had been in the air on its training mission for nearly two hours, under the
control of 174th Attack Wing pilots at Hancock Airfield in Syracuse, when it began to
experience problems.
"It was kind of a perfect storm how this thing happened," said Air Force Col. Dana
Hessheimer. He was president of the Accident Investigation Board that looked into the crash.
The board's nearly 700-page report was finished earlier this month and obtained by WRVO
through a Freedom of Information request.
In it, the Air Force cites multiple navigation system failures for the crash, not pilot error.
Two of the three navigation systems on board, known as EGIs, failed and the pilots on the
ground lost contact with the aircraft.
That sent it into an emergency, pre-programmed flight, flying circles far over Lake Ontario.
A launch and recovery crew based at Fort Drum then tried to regain control of the aircraft.
Hessheimer says they did, but just as the pilot entered a right turn, he said the plane’s
autopilot “zeroed out,” or stopped functioning momentarily.
"If he had waited another 20 seconds, it would of probably came back and then it would of
flown back just fine," he said.
Instead, the Reaper inverted upside down and ended up in a flat spin.
"Kind of like, if you remember 'Top Gun,' when Goose died? That’s kind of like what the
airplane was doing," Hessheimer said.
"I can't recover it," the pilot is quoted as saying in the transcripts.
The aircraft plunged into Lake Ontario, falling at a rate of 83 feet per second. A few pieces of
wreckage washed up on shore two days later, but most of the plane was never found.
MQ-9s carry three navigation systems, in case one fails. The crash wasn’t the first time that
particular aircraft had navigation problems for the 174th. Twice in the weeks before the
accident, maintenance crews removed and replaced EGIs.
"Yeah, maybe a little bit of a red flag for it," Hessheimer said.

"Pretty darn cold"
Hessheimer wrote in the summary of his report that he also considered if air temperature
played a role in the crash, but he wrote there was not enough evidence to say it was a
"substantially contributing factor."
However, during a conference call, reporters pressed Col. Hessheimer on the issue. After a
long pause, he said, "No, I can’t rule it out."
He wouldn’t elaborate, other than to say it was a software problem.
"I can't get into that," he said.
At 18,000 feet, where the drone was flying that November afternoon, the air temperature
hovered around minus 34 degrees Fahrenheit.
"Pretty cold. I would think that’s pretty darn cold," said Agamemnon Crasssidis, an
engineering professor at the Rochester Institute of Technology and the academic leader for
upstate New York’s private drone research consortium, NUAIR.
He reviewed the accident report for WRVO.
Aircraft must be able to adjust to air temperatures, according to Crassidis, or they won’t
perform properly.
"Everything’s temperature dependent," he said, "because that changes the density of the air
around it."
Cold weather could have impacted the navigation software in two ways, according to
Crassidis. One, it could have slowed the system’s ability to run the processors fast enough to
operate the software. Or, the EGI couldn’t properly compute air temperature information in
order to calibrate the aircraft’s movements.
The MQ-9 is manufactured by General Atomics. The company tested the two navigation
systems previously pulled from the drone that crashed as part of the contractor report section
of the accident investigation.
The last known location of the MQ-9 before it crashed. Photo: US Air Force accident report
General Atomics exposed the EGIs to cold weather flight conditions. One of them failed
“multiple times,” the report said. (The exact temperatures the EGI failed at is redacted from
the report.)
A General Atomics spokeswoman said the company doesn’t comment on accidents.

The Air Force also acknowledges in a deficiency report — which is entered into a military
database of equipment issues — dated Dec. 2, 2013, the version of the Reaper’s navigation
system the 174th's MQ-9 was flying with can fail at cold temperatures.
[...] EGIs experience a loss of communication failure that is impacting flight safety, mission
readiness and causing mission failures. This failure typically occurred in flight at cold
temperature when the EGI stops updating [...]
A software upgrade
Honeywell Aeronautics, the maker of the navigation systems, declined to answer specific
questions. However, spokesman Scott Sayres says they provided a software upgrade for the
navigation systems in June 2012, more than a year before the 174th’s Reaper crashed.
"We provide the upgrade to General Atomics," he said. "If it was implemented or what they
did with it, you’d need to talk to [General Atomics] about that."
Col. Hessheimer, with the Air Force, says the problem was identified within days of the
accident and the Air Force sent out a world-wide recall for all MQ-9s.
"It’s kind of like G.M. lately," he said. "They do a recall. They did the same thing in the Air
Force. It’s called an alert bulletin."
It ordered different versions of the software be installed.
Both the Air Force and General Atomics say running a different version of the software has
prevented further cold-weather flight problems since the 174th's MQ-9 fell out of the sky that
afternoon last November.
"I'm a huge proponent of these things and I know the benefit of them," Hessheimer said. "I
know it's a new technology and it scares the public because people don't understand it."
http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/25530/20140723/crashed-air-forcedrone-was-flying-with-gear-that-couldn-t-handle-cold
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Hancock drone protesters arrested at base
Syracuse Post Standard: July 24, 2014 :
Jul 25, 2014

DeWitt, N.Y. -- Seven people were arrested Wednesday while protesting outside Hancock Air
Base against the use of remotely piloted drones over Afghanistan.

On Wednesday morning, eight Atlantic Life Community activists joined with Upstate Drone
Action at the main gate of the base, which is home to the 174th Attack Wing of the New York
State Air National Guard.
The 174th pilots weaponized MQ9 Reaper drones.
Upstate Coalition to Ground the Drones and End the Wars said in a statement that the protesters
delivered a "People's War Crimes Indictment" to the base's chain of command, affixing it to the
base fence after being denied entrance. The group also delivered an "Order of Protection" on
behalf of the children subjected to drone surveillance and attack.
Protesters blocked the entrance to the base and took up positions for a vigil. Seven of the eight
protesters were arrested by the Onondaga County Sheriff's Office, the coalition said. Each person
was charged with trespass.
Clare Grady and Martha Hennessy were also charged with violation of an order of protection.
Liz McAlister and Erica Brock were additionally charged with disorderly conduct.
Clare Grady and Martha Hennessy are being held at the Onondaga County jail on $10,000 bail.
Felton Davis, Erica Brock and Joan Pleune are all being held on $2,500 bail.
Wednesday's incident was part of a long string of run-ins between the air base and anti-drone
protesters. Earlier in July, a grandmother of three was sentenced by DeWitt Town Justice David
Gideon to one year in the county jail after she was found guilty of violating an order of
protection while protesting at the base.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/07/hancock_drone_protesters_arrested_at_base.ht
ml
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27th Brigade
New York Army National Guard Soldiers Training on Fort Drum
Watertown Time Warner Cable News:July 20, 2014:

It's usually the one time out of the year that New York Army National Guard Soldiers get to
train with their entire battalion. Reporter Elizabeth Jeneault was in Fort Drum, where
members of the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team are learning new skills and building
camaraderie.

FORT DRUM, N.Y. -- The 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team was deployed in 2012. That
means they have four years of training until they're once again up for potential deployment in
2017.
Those in the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team's 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry, are
conducting weapons training for their annual session. Some of them are training to become
gunners.
"They're feeling the recoil, they're adjusting it and moving it to make sure it's stable," said 1st
Lieutenant Alexander Brennan, 2-108th IN BN Delta Company Executive Officer. "So, a
whole great deal of skill and experience goes into that."
Leaders said the two week training session is incredibly important because it brings the
battalion together.
"Because of the distances and the logistics, they usually train at the company level and they
don't get the synergy of training at the battalion level but here at Fort Drum we're able to
come together as a battalion," said Lieutenant Colonel Christopher Cronin, 2-108th IN BN
Commander.
Soldiers from the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team's 1st Battalion, 258th Field Artillery,
are also making the most out of their chance to train together. On Sunday, they fired off the
big guns, 105-mm Howitzers. They did so all while making sure everyone stayed safe.
"There are so many things that can be done in a combat environment but won't be done in
training because it's not worth anyone getting hurt," said Sergeant Stephen Anderson, 1-258th
FA BN Gunman.
And while safety is always a top priority during training, so is putting in the time and
dedication to perfect skills.
"It's all about doing it, knowing our job," said Anderson. "Being proficient in it. Hitting the
books. Asking questions. If there is something we aren't 100 percent sure about, we take it
right back to the technical manual and make sure that we are sure."
The two battalions will continue training on the ranges through Wednesday. The rear
detachment of the 642nd Aviation Support Battalion are also training on post.
http://watertown.twcnews.com/content/news/754539/new-york-army-national-guard-soldierstraining-on-fort-drum/
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Watertown Daily Times

National Guard soldiers test skills during annual training at Fort Drum: JULY 21, 2014:

MONDAY, FORT DRUM — It’s a long road of training ahead for the New York Army
National Guard’s 27th Brigade Combat Team, but a week of work at the post’s range is seen
by unit leaders as an opportunity to bring their soldiers and skills together.
Lt. Col. Christopher R. Cronin, commander of the 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry, said his
soldiers usually are training at the smaller company level. The training on post, he said, “lets
them get that battalion feel.”
About 500 soldiers from the brigade are at the post for the training.
The brigade, resetting from its 2012 deployment, is scheduled to have elements take part in
future training missions such as an Exportable Combat Training Capability exercise at Camp
Grayling, Mich., and a rotation at the Joint Readiness Training Center, Fort Polk, La. That
training regimen will have it ready to deploy in 2017.
“All the training events we’ve done here ... gets us ready, trained and mobilized so we can
deploy if the Army needs us to deploy anywhere in the world,” Col. Cronin said.
The battalion’s training Sunday had soldiers going through firing lanes, shooting their heavy
weaponry from their vehicle’s turret, as soldiers observed their progress from a nearby tower.
Many of the unit’s soldiers were new, said 1st Lt. Alexander L. Brennan, executive officer of
the battalion’s Delta Company. One of the goals for their work, he said, was giving soldiers a
feel for their weapon.
“They’re doing the heavy lifting,” he said. “They’re feeling all the recoil.”
At another range, soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 258th Field Artillery fired M119A2
howitzers, blasting 105-millimeter shells high into the air at targets about 5,000 meters away,
with plenty of hang time between the booming shot and the subsequent crash onto the ground.
One battalion gunner, Sgt. Stephen L. Anderson, said the key was building up the “muscle
memory” for things like safety.
“That way when we go down range, there’s no question,” he said.
Other units involved with the training included the rear detachment 642nd Aviation Support
Battalion.
The National Guard soldiers’ training will come to a close Wednesday.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20140721/NEWS03/140729860
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New York National Guard Trains at Fort Drum
WWNY-TV: July 20, 2014 :

The New York Army National Guard trains so that the governor can call out the Guard for
any mission and the Guard serves at the national level.
The guard can be deployed at any time, anywhere in the world. Some 500 soldiers are at Fort
Drum, shooting howitzers and firing heavy machine guns off the turrets of humvees.
Fort Drum offers a ready-made setting for the training - from mounted gunnery to field
artillery:
Click on the photo to see Diana Page Jordan's report.
http://www.wwnytv.com/news/local/New-York-National-Guard-Trains-at-Fort-Drum267870011.html?skipthumb=Y
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42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Dunkirk National Guard Soldiers among those at Fort Drum for training
Observer: July 23, 2014:

More than 250 New York Army National Guard Soldiers from the 642d Aviation Support
Battalion Rear Detachment are participating in annual training at Fort Drum this month. The
soldiers arrived at Fort Drum this past weekend and their training will continue through the
end of July.
http://www.observertoday.com/page/content.detail/id/600820/Dunkirk-National-GuardSoldiers-among-those-at-Fort-Drum-for-training.html?nav=5007
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New York Army National Guard
Local Guard members promoted

Leader Herald: July 20, 2014:

LATHAM - Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general for the state of New
York, announced the promotion of local members of the New York Army National Guard in
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership, a news release said.
http://www.leaderherald.com/page/content.detail/id/567980/Local-Guard--memberspromoted.html?nav=5001
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Local Army National Guard members re-enlist
The Leader: July 21, 2014 :

CORNING--Major Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general, announced the recent
reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard.
Sgt. Kevin Root, of Millport, reenlisted to continue service with the 827th Engineer
Company.
Sgt. Gregg Gerber, of Cameron, reenlisted to continue service with the 222nd Military Police
Company.
Spc. Autumn Resides, of Corning, reenlisted to continue service with the 222nd Military
Police Company.
Spc. Nicholas Thomas, of Horseheads, reenlisted to continue service with the 222nd Military
Police Company.
Sgt. Conor Sauve, of Horseheads, reenlisted to continue service with the Headquarters and
Support Company, 204th Engineer Battalion.
Read more: http://www.the-leader.com/article/20140721/News/140729934#ixzz38C4bEe9s
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Peaceful protester sentenced to prison for "harassing the drones"
FOR: July 23, 2014 :

Kabul— On July 10, 2014, in New York State, Judge David Gideon sentenced Mary Anne
Grady Flores to a year in prison and fined her $1,000 for photographing a peaceful
demonstration at the U.S. Air National Guard’s 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field (near
Syracuse) where weaponized Reaper drones are remotely piloted in lethal flights over
Afghanistan. Dozens have been sentenced, previously, for peaceful protest there. But
uniquely, the court convicted her under laws meant to punish stalkers, deciding that by taking
pictures outside the heavily guarded base she violated a previous order of protection not to
stalk or harass the commanding officer.
Mary Anne is a 58-year-old grandmother of three, from Ithaca, New York, where she is part
of the Upstate Drone Action.
Since late 2009, this grassroots group has persistently raised awareness about the
consequences of drone attacks in Afghanistan, the global epicenter of U.S. drone warfare. In
December 2012, the U.S. Air Force revealed that U.S. drones had struck targets in
Afghanistan 477 times during just the preceding year. Members of the Upstate Drone Action,
alarmed by the proliferation of drones and the ease with which they kill suspects far from any
battlefield, are troubled in general to live in a society that so automatically and heedlessly
chooses warfare over other available solutions to its problems.
Hundreds have gathered in Syracuse for events the Coalition has organized, including
nonviolent civil resistance at the Hancock base.
Frustrated by the tenacity of war resisters willing to risk arrest, the commander at the base,
Colonel Earl Evans, has sought and received an “Order of Protection Grant” — a restraining
order — from the DeWitt Town judges, claiming that peace activists posed a threat to his
personal safety as an individual when they protested there.
At first, the thought of such an order imposed on nonviolent demonstrators seems merely
laughable. These orders of protection are typically used in domestic violence cases, against
stalkers, or to protect a victim of (or witnesses to) a crime. How could a U.S. military
commander, living in a fortified base, surrounded by advanced weaponry and the soldiers
preparing to use it, be threatened by unarmed civilians like Mary Anne? She, like most of her
companions in the coalition, has worked throughout her adult life to prevent bloodshed and
killing.
But DeWitt courts have upheld Colonel Evans’s right to be protected from the peace activists,
and so everyone with an OOP who crosses the boundary (which isn’t clearly marked) outside
the military base risks being charged with contempt of court for violating the order. Mary
Anne had lingered for a few moments with the group she wanted to photograph to ask her
sister, Ellen, something about the camera she was using.
During her court case and at her sentencing hearing, Mary Anne tried to help Judge Gideon
understand that young people like the Afghan Peace Volunteers (APVs), with whom I’m now
living here in Kabul, are threatened by the drones. She and other coalition members have
already presented the court with a letter from Raz Mohammed, an APV whose brother-in-law

was killed by a drone, asking that the U.S. courts issue a mandate protecting him and his
family from sudden annihilation by remote control.
In Syracuse, a Probation Department pre-sentencing report had recommended no jail time at
all for Mary Anne, noting that she has been the major caregiver for her mother and that the
infraction didn’t warrant incarceration. But Judge Gideon worried aloud that if he didn’t jail
Mary Anne, she might thumb her nose at the courts and again risk arrest.
Judge Gideon has tried numerous peace activists in the DeWitt Town Court for their actions
protesting drone warfare. “This has got to stop,” he declared, in a moment of exasperation
following an earlier court hearing. It seems that he imposed this sentence on Mary Ann
because he and other authorities want to deter activists from gathering peaceably to petition,
as the U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment phrases it, “for redress of grievances.”
“I hope she feels proud,” said Abdulhai, a member of the APVs here in Kabul, when he
learned that Mary Anne was sentenced to a year in prison. “She has a good heart. She thinks
about other people far away.” Abdulhai’s smiling face appears on many of the posters carried
by activists when they appear in court and when they demonstrate at the base. In the photo,
he’s wearing a blue scarf which the APVs use to symbolize the same blue sky shared by all
humans. His sign says: “We want to live without war.”
“Laws should be made to protect human beings,” said Faiz, also part of the APV community.
“Laws shouldn’t protect ways to kill other people. Here in Afghanistan, the U.S uses drones
to kill children, moms, and ordinary people. I hope the judge will think about this.”
At her sentencing hearing, Mary Anne told Judge Gideon that a series of judicial perversions
brought her before him. “The final perversion,” she concluded, “is the reversal of who is the
real victim here: the commander of a military base whose drones kill innocent people halfway
around the world, or those innocent people themselves who are the real ones in need of
protection from the terror of U.S. drone attacks?”
Is it a crime to take photos of peaceful protesters exercising their First Amendment right, or is
it a crime to take multiple drone reconnaissance photos of private Afghan homes in villages
and subsequently use the information to target and kill Afghans without detention or trial?
Mary Anne and the Upstate Drone Action activists have a deep grievance. They object to
using Reaper drones to fire Hellfire missiles into homes and communities where Afghan
civilians, including children, could be killed. They raise crucial questions about the likelihood
of drone attacks exacerbating and prolonging wars, conflicts and other armed strife. Aerial
spies insertable anywhere, ready to kill suspects by missile strikes, make the entire world a
battlefield where the U.S. is a combatant. What’s more, this is a technology other nations and
non-nation groups are seeking to acquire. Blowback could cause spiraling levels of lethal
exchanges. Even think-tanks like the Stimson Center, itself in part funded by weapons
manufacturing corporations, have begun publicly questioning the effectiveness of drone
warfare.

As peace activists, we should voice our concerns about the U.S. military’s accelerating
reliance on weaponized robotics before every branch of government, including the judicial
branch.
The problem is not that Mary Anne lacks appreciation for the law of the land. She’s
exercising her First Amendment right to assemble peaceably for redress of grievance. The
problem is that Judge Gideon refuses to challenge military elites, some of whom never, ever
want people of compassion and conscience to interfere with their use of threat, force, and
even assassination to control people in other lands.
Mary Anne has appealed her case, and a New York judge has released her from prison until
the appeal is resolved. Another activist, Jack Gilroy, awaits sentencing, and in coming days
and weeks, more activists will be tried on similar charges in the De Witt Town court. Judge
Gideon and his fellow DeWitt Court Judge Robert Jokl have many more opportunities to
think about these critical issues. I hope they’ll be influenced by having encountered some of
the finest people in the world as they hear the cases of peace activists in upstate New York.
http://forusa.org/blogs/kathy-kelly/peaceful-protester-sentenced-prison-for-harassingdrones/12992
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Bill would help vets transition into New York state during and after military
service
The Legislative Gazette: July 22, 2014 :

New York became the 50th state to pass legislation to join an interstate compact to ease the
educational transition of military children moving from one state to another.
The compact is one part of a bill (A.9216-a/S.6887-a) passed in June that was drafted to help
veterans and their families moving to New York, returning to civilian life and paying for
funeral expenses.
"Military families have great difficulty when they move state to state," said bill sponsor
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, D-Bronx. "In particular those with children."
The first provision of the bill enacts the Interstate Compact on Education Opportunities for
Military Children, an agreement drafted by the Council of State Governments, to create a
uniform system for when military children transfer between school districts and states.
The compact makes records and transcripts required by a student's new school more readily
available; allows the new school to adjust their state-specific curriculum to provide the
student with alternative means to fulfill graduation requirements or receive a diploma from

the previous state of residence; allows a military child to be enrolled in school by a custodian
with a power of attorney; prohibits tuition to be charged for a transitioning military child
whose military parent lives out of the school district; allows a military child to stay in a
school district after the military member moves out of the district.
"The children of military members are high mobility in the sense that they transfer six to nine
times from kindergarten to 12th grade," said Military Interstate Children's Compact
Commission Executive Director Stephen Hogan. "Were very pleased New York is with us
and we look forward to great things in the future."
According to Hogan, since the compact's formation in 2008, 48 states and the District of
Columbia have signed legislation into law allowing them to join. New York and New
Hampshire both passed legislation and are waiting for signatures by their governors.
The compact is just one portion of the legislation, sponsored by Senator Michael
Ranzenhofer, R-Amherst.
The other three parts of the bill extend the in-state tuition rate to veterans attending
community colleges or State University of New York and City University of New York
colleges and universities under the federal GI bill; amend the requirements for the New York
State Supplemental Burial Allowance, a $6,000 benefit to help with the funeral costs of
veterans killed in combat.
Service members who are wounded in combat but die outside of a combat zone will be
eligible and non-New York state residents who were members of the state's Army and Air
National Guard when they were activated to federal active duty and were killed in combat
will also be eligible. The bill would also change real estate and business law to allow the
Department of State to issue certain professional certifications, like realtor licenses, to a
member of a military household who holds an out-of-state certification.
According to Benedetto, the bill had widespread support because it helps people "who have
worked and dedicated themselves to their country."
"We join Gov. Cuomo in his staunch support of our veterans and urge him to stand with us,
and help those who have fought and served to achieve an affordable quality education, by
signing this into law," said Lori Mould, president of the SUNY Student Assembly.
Benedetto said he expects the governor to sign the bill — it's just a matter of when.
"I'm sure the governor, who was very much a supporter of this legislation, will take care of it
in a timely manner," Benedetto said. "I'm eagerly awaiting the governor to call for the
legislation."
http://www.legislativegazette.com/Articles-Top-Stories-c-2014-07-22-88680.113122-Billwould-help-vets-transition-into-New-York-state-during-and-after-military-service.html
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New York Army National Guard
Remains of northern New York soldier killed in 1953 identified, returning for
military burial
Associated Press: July 24, 2014 :
Jul 25, 2014

MALONE, New York — Lawrence Jock's surviving relatives in northern New York knew next
to nothing about the Army combat veteran who was declared missing in action at the end of the
Korean War more than 60 years ago.
Now that his remains have been identified and will be brought back to the North Country for
burial, his relatives have learned that he was decorated veteran of World War II who enlisted
before America entered the conflict in December 1941.
"He was a patriot even before the Japanese attacked us. That was something I could tell the
family," said 1st Sgt. Ronald Spanton of the New York Army National Guard.
Spanton, a casualty assistance officer in northern New York, researched Jock's military
background after his remain were identified on June 25, the 64th anniversary of the start of the
Korean War. He learned that Jock joined the service in the 1930s, served as an infantryman in
Europe with the 100th Infantry Division during WWII and was awarded a Purple Heart and a
Bronze Star for Valor. Jock also served with U.S. occupation forces in Japan.
The Pentagon said this week that Jock, of Fort Covington, was identified by scientists at the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command in Hawaii using forensic technology, including DNA samples
provided by his family.
The 37-year-old master sergeant was serving as a forward observer with a field artillery battery
in the 8th Army when his position was attacked on July 15, 1953, by Chinese forces in Kangwon
Province, North Korea. A day after the battle, Jock was listed as MIA, and a year later, he was
declared dead. Military official said his remains were among those of 350 to 400 U.S.
servicemen turned over by North Korea between 1991 and 1994.
Spanton said a plane carrying Jock's casket is scheduled to arrive at the Albany airport on
Wednesday. A hearse will transport his remains to Malone, where calling hours will be held the
following day at Spaulding Funeral Home. He will be buried afterward with full military honors
in St. John Bosco Cemetery.
The only living relative with a memory of Jock is his niece, now 78, who recalls him coming to
her mother's house to say goodbye before going to Korea. Spanton said the woman doesn't wish
to speak to the media about her uncle's homecoming.

http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/87631ffa461e42ca85b4d8c1f1324651/NY--KoreaSoldier-Remains
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Remains of soldier killed in '53 identified
Army Times: July 24, 2014:
Jul 25, 2014

MALONE, N.Y. — Lawrence Jock's surviving relatives in northern New York knew next to
nothing about the Army combat veteran who was declared missing in action at the end of the
Korean War more than 60 years ago.
Now that his remains have been identified and will be brought back to the North Country for
burial, his relatives have learned that he was decorated veteran of World War II who enlisted
before America entered the conflict in December 1941.
"He was a patriot even before the Japanese attacked us. That was something I could tell the
family," said 1st Sgt. Ronald Spanton of the New York Army National Guard.
Spanton, a casualty assistance officer in northern New York, researched Jock's military
background after his remains were identified on June 25, the 64th anniversary of the start of the
Korean War. He learned that Jock joined the service in the 1930s, served as an infantryman in
Europe with the 100th Infantry Division during WWII and was awarded a Purple Heart and a
Bronze Star for Valor. Jock also served with U.S. occupation forces in Japan.
The Pentagon said this week that Jock, of Fort Covington, was identified by scientists at the Joint
POW/MIA Accounting Command in Hawaii using forensic technology, including DNA samples
provided by his family.
The 37-year-old master sergeant was serving as a forward observer with a field artillery battery
in the 8th Army when his position was attacked on July 15, 1953, by Chinese forces in Kangwon
Province, North Korea. A day after the battle, Jock was listed as MIA, and a year later, he was
declared dead. Military official said his remains were among those of 350 to 400 U.S.
servicemen turned over by North Korea between 1991 and 1994.
Spanton said a plane carrying Jock's casket is scheduled to arrive at the Albany airport on
Wednesday. A hearse will transport his remains to Malone, where calling hours will be held the
following day at Spaulding Funeral Home. He will be buried afterward with full military honors
in St. John Bosco Cemetery.
The only living relative with a memory of Jock is his niece, now 78, who recalls him coming to
her mother's house to say goodbye before going to Korea. Spanton said the woman doesn't wish
to speak to the media about her uncle's homecoming.

http://www.armytimes.com/article/20140724/NEWS/307240055/Remains-soldierkilled-53-identified

New York Guard
New York Guard members conducting annual training
Newsday: July 21, 2014 :

CORTLANDT MANOR, N.Y. - Two hundred members of New York state's volunteer
defense force are conducting their annual weeklong training program at a Hudson Valley
military site.
The New York Guard is training through Saturday at the New York National Guard's Camp
Smith Training Site in Cortlandt Manor in Westchester County.
New York Guard members volunteer their time to train without collecting a salary. Unlike the
New York Army or Air National Guard, members of the New York Guard aren't in the
military, don't carry weapons and don't conduct missions outside the state.
They assist the New York National Guard during state emergencies and domestic support
missions.
There are currently 600 members of the New York Guard statewide. The unit traces its
history to World War I, when it guarded important facilities.
http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/new-york-guard-members-conducting-annualtraining-1.8854158
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Guard Members Gather For Yearly Training
WXXI: July 19, 2014:

CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, N.Y. – They come from around the state. Two hundred
members of New York's volunteer state defense force, the New York Guard, begin their
annual training program at Camp Smith Training Site Sunday. The program runs through July
26.

These members volunteer their time to train without collecting a salary. They take part in
communications, staff coordination, and individual skills training and instruction.
On Friday, training ends with what’s called a “supply point” exercise replicating the
distribution of aid supplies during a state disaster response.
Unlike the New York Army or Air National Guard, members of the New York Guard are not
in the military, do not carry weapons, and do not conduct missions outside New York. Their
role is to augment and assist the New York National Guard during state emergencies and
National Guard domestic support missions.
New York Guard members also sometimes assist National Guard units with training and
during troop mobilization.
Specially trained New York Guard members also assist in chemical, biological, radiological
response missions and provide an emergency high-frequency radio network for the state.
Major General Patrick Murphy, the adjutant general of New York was quoted in a statement
provided by the New York Guard. "The New York Guard volunteers play an important part in
the plans the New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs has in place for
responding to state emergencies and natural disasters," Murphy said.
The New York Guard is authorized to recruit just over 1,000 volunteers organized into units
located across New York. Currently there are 600 New York Guard members.
http://wxxinews.org/post/guard-members-gather-yearly-training
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