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Airmen Sharpen Survival and Rescue Skills (Photos)
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http://www.defense.gov/Media/Photo-Essays/Essay-View/Collection|D/15966
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Mysterious plane circling Manhattan sparks concern and intrigue


http://www.defense.gov/Media/Photo-Essays/Essay-View/CollectionID/15966

Masheable, Dec. 13, 2016 :

A large military-style plane, which looked remarkably like a C-130, circled Manhattan for at
least 30 minutes on Tuesday afternoon, causing quite the commotion online.

Despite the concern from New Yorkers, Eric Durr, Director of Public Affairs at New York
State Division of Military and Naval Affairs told Mashable the plane was simply an HC-130,
a search and rescue plane, conducting routine training.

Durr explained that the folks flying the plane and helicopters around mid-town Manhattan on
Tuesday, a crew based out of Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton, "specialize
in retrieving people who are down behind enemy lines."

SEE ALSO: This clever pilot used flight radar to spell out a friendly message

Though Durr knew what was going on, the rest of New York, and even some in the military,
was left in the dark. A spokesperson at Air Mobility Command told Mashable they didn't
know why the plane was there and were not sure if it was theirs. They were not made aware
of any flight mission in the area today.

According to Tom Namako, Deputy News Director at Buzzfeed, the NYPD was initially
unaware of the reasoning behind the plane, though they later said the planes were part of a
military training exercise.

The @NYPDnews just told @BuzzFeedNews they don't know why this plane
is circling Manhattan. https://t.co/MHL4wktbCH

— Tom Namako (@TomNamako) December 13, 2016

Mashable later confirmed that the plane was part of the 102nd Rescue Squadron of the New
York Air National Guard, which is a unit of the New York Air National Guard 106th rescue
wing.

Col. Broccoli, CO of the 106th Rescue Wing says the C130 circling Manhattan
is doing "standard military training."

— Thomas Gibbons-Neff (@ Tmgneff) December 13, 2016

Curious and concerned New Yorkers, completely unaware of why the plane was hovering so
close did a little online freaking out and began posting photos and video of the plane on
Twitter, along with possible explanations.

The military plane over NYC right now is a C-130. It's a cargo plane, not a
bomber. Unusual, but don't spread misinformation y'all.
https://t.co/fiPV5JWRIK



http://mashable.com/2016/12/02/pilot-says-hello/
https://twitter.com/NYPDnews
https://twitter.com/BuzzFeedNews
https://t.co/MHL4wktbCH
https://twitter.com/TomNamako/status/808782171829891072
https://twitter.com/Tmgneff/status/808787937005551616
https://t.co/fjPV5JwR9K

— Alex Fitzpatrick (@AlexJamesFitz) December 13, 2016

Seeing multiple reports of a USAF C-130 and several Black Hawk helicopters
circling low (3,000 feet) over Manhattan.

No, that is not normal pic.twitter.com/DaFByrAX30

— Jason Rabinowitz (@AirlineFlyer) December 13, 2016

A video of the plane that's been circling Manhattan
pic.twitter.com/Bsj5SANEeW1

— Alp Ozcelik (@alplicable) December 13, 2016

Why is this plane circulating so low in Manhattan?! It brings back bad
memories:( @CNN pic.twitter.com/Y11GclSeqp

— Erdal Kuyumcu (@Erdalkuyumcu) December 13, 2016

#Military #plane C-1307? Circling around #Manhattan. Anyone have answers?
pic.twitter.com/U6Q7r9bvmZ

— Sasha Moses (@sashamoses76) December 13, 2016

Military plane over Manhattan #usaf pic.twitter.com/WgTydmmKaT

— Efren Castillo (@efrencast) December 13, 2016

Fyi, Air Mobility Command told me they don't know why a military-seeming
plane is flying around Manhattan. Said they found out 5 min ago.
pic.twitter.com/kInHwwIcP5

— Colin Daileda (@ColinDaileda) December 13, 2016

Anybody know about the #plane circling #Manhattan right now?
@NYPDnews @BilldeBlasio pic.twitter.com/3Men3dJF7z

— The Community NYC (@TheCommunityNYC) December 13, 2016

What's happening? | was asking myself the same thing! Military looking plane
circling Manhattan?! pic.twitter.com/0D5HKYNGH]

— elvan (@islandLostFound) December 13, 2016

My contribution to the mysterious plane that circled Manhattan coverage
pic.twitter.com/clVeQsfUyL
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https://t.co/DaFByrAX3O
https://twitter.com/AirlineFlyer/status/808784749162590209
https://t.co/Bsj5ANEeW1
https://twitter.com/alplicable/status/808784499635093504
https://twitter.com/CNN
https://t.co/Y11GcISeqp
https://twitter.com/Erdalkuyumcu/status/808783245114478592
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Military?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/plane?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Manhattan?src=hash
https://t.co/U6Q7r9bvmZ
https://twitter.com/sashamoses76/status/808784126283304960
https://twitter.com/hashtag/usaf?src=hash
https://t.co/WqTydmmKaT
https://twitter.com/efrencast/status/808789834928128001
https://t.co/kInHwwIcP5
https://twitter.com/ColinDaileda/status/808788480134352896
https://twitter.com/hashtag/plane?src=hash
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https://twitter.com/NYPDnews
https://twitter.com/BilldeBlasio
https://t.co/3Men3dJF7z
https://twitter.com/TheCommunityNYC/status/808784969430683648
https://t.co/0D5HKYNGHj
https://twitter.com/islandLostFound/status/808785883981824005
https://t.co/cIVeQsfUyL

— Ryan Devereaux (@rdevro) December 13, 2016

An Air Mobility spokesperson told Mashable they've been trying to get in touch with the New
York National Guard but, "We've been unable to get a hold of them at this point.”
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Why are there low-flying military aircrafts circling New York City?

WPIX, December 13, 2016,:

NEW YORK — New Yorkers took to social media Tuesday to express their concern about the
low-flying military planes circling the city.

The Blackhawk Helicopters and C-130 planes were seen Tuesday afternoon flying over the
city.

Several Twitter users posted photos and videos of the aircrafts,
The Air National Guard says there is nothing to worry about.

The planes from Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton were participating in a
training exercise.

This is a developing story, check back for updated information.

http://pix11.com/2016/12/13/why-are-there-low-flying-military-aircrafts-circling-new-york-
city/
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New Yorkers Voice Concerns As Military Plane Circles Manhattan: "It brings
back bad memories."

Western Journalism, Dec. 13, 2016:
It is axiomatic that the people of New York City can shrug off anything and go about their
lives.

Not so on Tuesday, when the sight of a military plane circling low over Manhattan caused
concerns in a city where the emotional scars of the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, are always just
below the surface.


https://twitter.com/rdevro/status/808788202979000320
http://pix11.com/2016/12/13/why-are-there-low-flying-military-aircrafts-circling-new-york-city/
http://pix11.com/2016/12/13/why-are-there-low-flying-military-aircrafts-circling-new-york-city/

The fact that airspace over Manhattan’s Trump Tower was declared a no-fly zone in the wake
of President-elect Donald Trump’s Nov. 8 election further added to the consternation of New
Yorkers, who deluged with New York Police Department for answers, only to find the NYPD
didn’t know, either.

Later Tuesday, the Federal Aviation Administration said the military was conducting
authorized flights over New York City in collaboration with the FAA, but it did not provide
details.

There was no question the people of New York City noticed. Twitter was jammed with
images and guesses of a Lockheed C-130 Hercules and what appeared to be two Blackhawk
helicopters circling midtown.

Finally, the truth emerged.

Col. Nicholas Broccoli, commanding officer of the 106th Rescue Wing, told the Washington
Post the exercise was part of “standard military training.”

http://www.westernjournalism.com/new-yorkers-voice-concerns-as-military-plane-circles-
manhattan/
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Large Military Plane Over Manhattan Turns Heads Skyward

New York Times, DEC. 13, 2016:

For New Yorkers accustomed to staring straight ahead and avoiding eye contact with their
fellow pedestrians, the appearance on Tuesday afternoon of a large military airplane and two
helicopters over Manhattan was cause for confusion and craning upward.

The flyover prompted a number of posts on Twitter by those seeking answers:
The flights by an HC-130 search-and-rescue aircraft and two HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopters
were part of a “routine training mission,” Eric Durr, a spokesman for the New York State

Division of Military and Naval Affairs, said in an interview on Tuesday.

The flights originated from the 106th Rescue Wing at the Francis S. Gabreski Airport in
Westhampton Beach on Long Island, Mr. Durr said.

In a statement, the Federal Aviation Administration said the aircraft were “conducting
authorized flights over New York City in coordination with F.A.A. air-traffic control.”


http://www.westernjournalism.com/new-yorkers-voice-concerns-as-military-plane-circles-manhattan/
http://www.westernjournalism.com/new-yorkers-voice-concerns-as-military-plane-circles-manhattan/

Mr. Durr said that the training flights take place regularly, but he could not immediately say
when the last ones happened over the city.

The flights led some to speculate that they had something to do with the presence of Trump
Tower in Midtown Manhattan, the residence of President-elect Donald J. Trump.

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/13/nyregion/large-military-plane-over-manhattan-turns-
heads-skyward.html? r=0
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U.S. Military Aircraft Test Over Manhattan Leaves Some Rattled ;Officials say
it was a routine exercise, but aviation observers say routine heads-up wasn?t
given

The Wall Street Journal, Dec. 13, 2016:

U.S. military aircraft flew over Manhattan for about 30 minutes Tuesday afternoon, during a
training exercise that raised concern among some observers.

The aircraft included a search-and-rescue C-130 airplane as well as two helicopters, said Eric
Durr, a spokesman for the New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs. The
aircraft came from the 106 Rescue Wing, a national guard base in Suffolk County on Long
Island, N.Y. He described the exercise as a “routine training mission.”

The Federal Aviation Agency confirmed on Tuesday that U.S. military aircraft were
“conducting authorized flights over New York City in coordination with FAA air-traffic
control.”

Aviation observers said that while military aircraft pass by New York City on occasion, city
officials usually give New Yorkers a heads-up, and hadn’t appeared to have done so on
Tuesday.

“Normal procedure dictates that an agency conducting special flights or fly-bys of Manhattan,
military or civilization, inform local authorities,” said Jason Rabinowitz, an analyst for the
website aviation blog Airline Reporter who circulated some of the first tweets about the
aircraft on Tuesday. “New York City then usually sends out an alert containing the
approximate time and type of aircraft. That didn’t happen this time. There was no advance
notice.”

A spokeswoman for the City Office of Emergency Management, an agency that might give
notice ahead of military activity, said: ”We normally receive notifications about flyovers from
the FAA, and we then issue a Notify NYC message to let New Yorkers know about flyovers


http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/13/nyregion/large-military-plane-over-manhattan-turns-heads-skyward.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/13/nyregion/large-military-plane-over-manhattan-turns-heads-skyward.html?_r=0

in advance. We did not have any information about this flyover before it occurred—if we did,
we certainly would have issued an alert as is our normal protocol.”

Phil Derner Jr., president of the aviation research group NYC Aviation LLC, said the lack of
notice about the military aircraft led to some rattled nerves on Tuesday.

“It freaks people out in the post-9/11 environment,” he said.

http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-military-aircraft-test-over-manhattan-leaves-some-rattled-
1481672865
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Sight of plane circling Manhattan causes stir on social media

CBS News, Dec. 13, 2016:

People on social media were in a frenzy Monday afternoon at the sight of a plane appearing to
be circling Manhattan.

“This plane that’s been circling over (sic) Manhattan is starting to freak me out,” one social
media user wrote.

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/sight-of-plane-flying-over-manhattan-causes-stir-on-social-
media/
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Military aircraft that appeared low over Manhattan were conducting “routine
training”

Washington Post, Dec. 13, 2016:
Dec 16, 2016

A flight of military aircraft conducting “routine training” appeared Tuesday over midtown
Manhattan with little notice, prompting a flurry of speculation on social media about what
they were actually doing.

The aircraft, a four-engine C-130 variant, and at least two HH-60 Black Hawk helicopters,
circled midtown for approximately an hour at about 3,000 feet, according to social media
posts about the incident and publicly available flight radar data. Notify NYC, the citywide
alert system, usually notifies residents in cases of aircraft flying in usually restricted airspace
over the city. A number of residents on Twitter said they did not receive an alert.


http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-military-aircraft-test-over-manhattan-leaves-some-rattled-1481672865
http://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-military-aircraft-test-over-manhattan-leaves-some-rattled-1481672865
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/sight-of-plane-flying-over-manhattan-causes-stir-on-social-media/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/sight-of-plane-flying-over-manhattan-causes-stir-on-social-media/

U.S. Air Force Col. Nicholas Broccoli, the vice commander of the Air National Guard’s
106th Rescue Wing that is based out of Westhampton, N.Y ., said the aircraft flying over New
York belonged to his unit and that they were conducting “standard military training.” When
first contacted, Broccoli did not know of the flights. Later, he explained the crews had
received proper approvals before their flights, but he would not go into details about the
training or its purpose.

In a statement, Federal Aviation Administration spokeswoman Laura Brown said the flights
were “authorized” and were coordinating with FAA air traffic control.

Former Air Force pararescueman Matt White said that the flight of two HH-60s and a C-130
are common configuration for pararescue missions. The C-130 usually serves as a tanker for
the helicopters in case they need to refuel on longer missions.

Air Force Rescue Wings, such as the 106th, deploy aircraft and pararescue specialists to
recover wounded troops from battlefields and other hostile environments. In October 1991, a
helicopter from the 106th was forced to ditch into the Atlantic after it was unable to refuel in
what would later be famously called “the Perfect Storm.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2016/12/13/military-aircraft-that-
appeared-low-over-manhattan-were-conducting-routine-training/?utm term=.76d8811ddb6d

Return to top

Military plane circles low over Manhattan, prompts brief widespread confusion

SF Gate, Tuesday, December 13, 2016:

Military plane that flew over Manhattan on Tuesday afternoon briefly caused widespread
confusion as New Yorkers wondered why the aircraft was circling so low over the city.

A spokesman for the FAA told Business Insider in a statement that the C-130 spotted
overhead was “conducting authorized flights over New York City in coordination with FAA
air traffic control.”

Col. Nicholas Broccoli of the 160th Rescue Wing added to The Washington Post that the
plane was simply carrying out “standard military training.”

Aviation writer Jason Rabinowitz, however, said on Twitter that it is “not normal” for
military aircraft to circle so low over Manhattan.

New Yorkers turned to Twitter to wonder what the C-130 was doing:


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2016/12/13/military-aircraft-that-appeared-low-over-manhattan-were-conducting-routine-training/?utm_term=.76d8811ddb6d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2016/12/13/military-aircraft-that-appeared-low-over-manhattan-were-conducting-routine-training/?utm_term=.76d8811ddb6d

http://www.sfgate.com/technology/businessinsider/article/Military-plane-circles-low-over-
Manhattan-10794326.php
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Military conducts air ?training? exercise over NYC, sparking a frenzy

Yahoo, Dec. 13, 2016:

A military aircraft that was seen circling midtown Manhattan in New York City on Tuesday
afternoon was taking part in a routine exercise, an official for the National Guard says.

“That was a standard military training flight from the New York Air National Guard from the
106th Rescue Wing, and they are based at Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton in
Long Island,” Col. Rich Goldenberg, public information officer for the New York National
Guard, told Yahoo News.

A military exercise involving training flights flying this low over Manhattan is more of a “rare
occurrence,” Goldenberg said, “but it does occur from time to time.”

In a statement, the Federal Aviation Administration said the air space had been cleared for use by
the National Guard.

“U.S. military aircraft are currently conducting authorized flights over New York City in
coordination with FAA air traffic control,” the FAA said.

Since 9/11, the city of New York generally alerts residents of test flights in advance to avoid
panics.

A spokesman for the NYPD, though, told Yahoo News that he did not know whether the
department had been informed of Tuesday’s planned training exercise ahead of time, but “we
know about it now.”

Trump Tower, where President-elect Donald Trump lives and has been holding transition
meetings since his election, is located in midtown.

“To the best of my knowledge, we would clear it with the FAA, and the FAA would notify the
NYPD,” Goldenberg said.

Goldenberg said the military has coordinated with New York law enforcement in the past for
special flying missions, like when the Air Force has done flyovers to take photos of the Statue of
Liberty. But that a “simple crew training flight” does not trigger that level of coordination.


http://www.sfgate.com/technology/businessinsider/article/Military-plane-circles-low-over-Manhattan-10794326.php
http://www.sfgate.com/technology/businessinsider/article/Military-plane-circles-low-over-Manhattan-10794326.php

The plane, accompanied by several helicopters, made loops in midtown around 4 p.m. local time,
sparking a mini-frenzy, as witnesses posted images of the unusual sight to social media.

The four-engine C-130 Hercules is a versatile, workhorse used by all branches of the military,
primarily for cargo transport and aerial refueling. Produced by Lockheed, the Hercules has been
in production and service for over 60 years.

Asked whether the Secret Service was aware of the flight, spokeswoman Cathy Milhoan told
Yahoo News: “The flight was coordinated with the FAA, and all parties were in constant
communication with air traffic control.”

Asked for details of any Secret Service involvement, Milhoan replied: “As a matter of policy,
we’re not going to comment on our protective operations.”

An official for the Department of Homeland Security did not immediately return a request for
comment.

http://sports.yahoo.com/news/military-conducts-air-training-exercise-over-nyc-sparking-a-
frenzy-224036888.html
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109th Airlift Wing

Duty Calls: Christmas trees en route to military bases

Times Union, Dec. 11, 2016:

Sally and Chip Ellms, volunteers from the New York Army and Air National Guard and
veterans recently helped load 150 Christmas trees onto trucks for shipment to military bases
around the world.

The trees, donated to a Trees for Troops program, were loaded on FedEx trucks at Ellms
Family Farm in Ballston Spa.

This marks the 12th year military members and others have helped load the trees.

Since 2005, Trees for Troops has delivered more than 176,000 Christmas trees. Each year,
thousands of trees are donated by growers and consumers.

FedEx and its team members provide shipping through FedEx Express air operations and the
FedEx Freight trucking network.


http://sports.yahoo.com/news/military-conducts-air-training-exercise-over-nyc-sparking-a-frenzy-224036888.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/military-conducts-air-training-exercise-over-nyc-sparking-a-frenzy-224036888.html

Organizers expect more than 18,000 trees to be delivered this year, with a majority going to
more than 65 bases across the United States and 17 other nations, Sally Ellms, a program
coordinator, said.

Members of the Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing in Scotia are deployed over the
holidays annually in support of Operation Deep Freeze, the National Science Foundation
support to research in Antarctica. This holiday season, some 600 soldiers from the New York
Army National Guard are deployed to Afghanistan, Kuwait and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Wreaths Across America event Saturday Volunteers, military personnel and their families,
veterans and residents will lay more than 6,000 wreaths on graves beginning with a ceremony
at noon Saturday at the Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery in Schuylerville.

The annual Wreaths Across America ceremony will honor and remember Army, Navy,
Marine, Air Force, Coast Guard and Merchant Marines veterans, as well as prisoners of war
and those missing in action.

Woreaths Across America was inspired by the Worcester Wreath Co., which began donating
holiday wreaths in tribute to veterans laid to rest at Veterans Affairs national cemeteries and
state veterans cemeteries.

The Saratoga cemetery is coordinating its own ceremony. For information, call Scott Lamb,
cemetery director, at 581-9128.

Army National Guard Soldiers finish training

Sixteen New York Army National Guard soldiers from the Capital Region were among 330
who completed annual training at Fort Indiantown Gap, Pa.

The soldiers are assigned to the 369th Sustainment Brigade, the 727" Military Police Law and
Order Detachment and the 14th Finance Detachment.

They include: 727th Military Law and Order Detachment: Staff Sgt. Tracie Bailey of Cohoes,
Sgt. Codie Dowen of Troy, Sgt. Michael Hart of Schodack Landing, Staff Sgt. Steven Taber
of Altamont, Spc. Michael Welcome of Cohoes, Pfc. David Lima of Albany and Pvt. David
Millard of Saratoga

Springs.

369th Sustainment Brigade Headquarters: Col. David Martinez of Albany, Maj. Michael
Manss of Albany, Capt. James Greene of Brunswick, Chief Warrant Officer 2 Mark Bellinger
of Guilderland Center, 1st Lt. William Okun of Albany, 1st Lt. Robert VVolk of Albany, Staff
Sgt. Michael Herbst of Glens Falls, Staff Sgt. Sean Jackson of Troy and Sgt. Rudolph Vieira
of Ballston Spa.



The 369th Sustainment Brigade is expected to mobilize in the coming weeks for overseas
service. A number of these soldiers will join their unit in preparing for a 10-month
deployment later this year.

The unit has deployed troops to Mali and Cameroon in support of the U.S. Africa Command
in training exercises with African militaries.

http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-Christmas-trees-en-route-to-military-
10789814.php
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174th Attack Wing

National Guard-ian angel: New York Air National Guard Airman honored for
lifesaving by Syracuse Red Cross

Eagle News, Dec 13, 2016:

Lunch turned into lifesaving for New York Air National Guard Tech. Sgt. Christina Watson
on April 21, 2016, when she stepped in to save the life of a woman suffering from a drug
overdose in a Mattydale diner.

Watson, a member of the 174th Attack Wing, based at Hancock Field Air National Guard
Base, was honored for her actions by the American Red Cross of Central New York, during
the organization’s Real Heroes Breakfast at Syracuse’s Oncenter on Wednesday, Dec. 7.

The annual breakfast honors individuals who’ve made a difference in their community.
Watson, a North Syracuse resident, was one of 23 people honored at the event, which
recognized medical personnel, police officers, fire fighters, and local residents.

The incident Watson was recognized for took place around 11 a.m. on as she and a friend
arrived at Dee’s Diner for lunch.

“Shortly after we sat down to order, a young woman in her 20s got up to use the restroom,”
Watson recalled. “While in the restroom, she had fallen and hit the door to the restroom stall,
causing the door to pop open. The owner of the restaurant noticed the woman on the floor and
immediately began screaming.”

The restaurant owner yelled for someone to call for an ambulance because there was blood
everywhere. Watson’s friend told the owner that Watson was an Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) and could provide assistance.


http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-Christmas-trees-en-route-to-military-10789814.php
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-Christmas-trees-en-route-to-military-10789814.php

“When I got to the door of the restroom, I saw an unconscious female with two hypodermic
needles stuck in her left arm,” Watson said.

“As a result of her fall, she split the back of her head open, which is where all the blood came
from and she wasn’t breathing at all. I had the person that I was with support her neck, we put
a towel behind her head to try to stop the bleeding, and I began chest compressions,” she
recalled.

Within a few minutes the Hinsdale Fire Department, Onondaga County Sheriff’s and the
North Area Volunteer Ambulance Corps were on scene to take over.

Watson credited her military training for her quick response, as well as training she received
from Rural Metro Medical Services, the Syracuse area local area ambulance service.

“I am very grateful for the intestinal fortitude that the military has given me and the chance to
be influenced by great leaders,” Watson said.

Watson said she can’t take all the credit for what she did that day.

“There is a list of people that I’ve met in my life that helped me be prepared for a situation
like that,” Watson said.

“Had it not been for those people, I wouldn’t have been able to respond the way that I did. I
believe that they deserve some of the credit too,” she added.

http://www.eaglenewsonline.com/news/2016/12/13/national-guard-ian-angel-new-york-air-
national-quard-airman-honored-for-lifesaving-by-syracuse-red-cross
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Counter Drug Task Force

Feds to host anti-heroin program at HVCC

The Record, Dec. 9, 2016:

TROY -- The U.S. Attorney's Office for the Northern District of New York is partnering with
anti-heroin groups across Rensselaer County to host a presentation Monday on heroin, opiates
and other drugs and their effect on human physiology.

Understanding Heroin, Addiction and the Brain, featuring guest speaker Michael Nerney, a
national consultant on adolescent chemical dependency and addiction with nearly four
decades of experience in substance abuse and prevention, will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. inside
the McDonough Sports Complex at Hudson Valley Community College.


http://www.eaglenewsonline.com/news/2016/12/13/national-guard-ian-angel-new-york-air-national-guard-airman-honored-for-lifesaving-by-syracuse-red-cross
http://www.eaglenewsonline.com/news/2016/12/13/national-guard-ian-angel-new-york-air-national-guard-airman-honored-for-lifesaving-by-syracuse-red-cross

"The explosion of prescription opioid drug abuse and heroin is a nationwide issue with
terrible local consequences,” U.S. Attorney Richard Hartunian said in a news release
announcing Monday's program. "Given the recent report from the U.S. Surgeon General that
more people now use prescription opioids than use tobacco, it is no longer a matter of if
opiate or heroin addiction will affect someone you know, it's when. Education and prevention
are essential elements to combatting this epidemic.".

Joining the U.S. Attorney's Office in hosting Monday's presentation are Rensselaer County
Executive Kathleen Jimino, the Rensselaer County Heroin Coalition, the Nopiates Coalition,
the Troy Drug-Free Community Coalition, the Rensselaer Area Drug Awareness Reality
Coalition and the New York National Guard Counterdrug Task Force.

"Heroin and opioid addiction is devastating to those inflicted, as well as to the person's family
and friends,"” Jimino said in the news release.

"Sadly, even those committed to breaking the chains of heroin addiction find the struggle
difficult to overcome, making it imperative to redouble our efforts to prevent addiction and
support efforts to assist those seeking or in recovery.” Nerney is the former director of the
Training Institute of Narcotic and Drug Research in New York City and has worked as a
consultant to the federal Office of Substance Abuse Prevention, the state Education
Department, Division of Probation and Correctional Alternatives and Division of Criminal
Justice Services.

The U.S. Attorney's Office has partnered with local groups to present programs in
Plattsburgh, Utica, Massena and on the St. Regis Mohawk reservation in Northern New York,
with additional presentations set in the Binghamton and Watertown areas. A screening of
"Chasing the Dragon: The Life of an Opiate Addict,” a U.S. Department of Justice-sponsored
documentary, will also be scheduled in each area as a follow-up to the initial discussion.

http://www.troyrecord.com/article/TR/20161209/NEWS/161209795
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HVCC hosts lecture on heroin addiction, abuse
The Record, Dec. 13, 2016:
TROY -- The McDonough Sports Complex at Hudson Valley Community College was filled
with nearly 100 people for a two-hour presentation Monday night on heroin, opiates and other

drugs and their effect on human physiology.

The U.S. Attorney's Office for the Northern District of New York partnered with several
Rensselaer County anti-heroin groups to host the presentation.


http://www.troyrecord.com/article/TR/20161209/NEWS/161209795

The presentation was focused primarily on understanding heroin and how addiction effects
the brain, and featured guest speaker Michael Nerney, a national consultant on adolescent
chemical dependency and addiction with nearly four decades of experience in substance
abuse and prevention. The presentation was emceed by WNYT news anchor and health
reporter Benita Zahn.

Nerney is the former director of the Training Institute of Narcotic and Drug Research in New
York City and has worked as a consultant to the federal Office of Substance Abuse
Prevention, the state Education Department, Division of Probation and Correctional
Alternatives and Division of Criminal Justice Services.

"Michael Nerney is a fantastic lecturer and he is really fascinating to listen to," said Assistant
U.S. Attorney Richard Southwick before the presentation. "He has a real understanding of
how the physiology of the human beings is affected by this drug and why it's a compulsion.”

The U.S. Attorney's Office was also joined by Rensselaer County Executive Kathleen Jimino,
the Rensselaer County Heroin Coalition, the Nopiates Coalition, the Troy Drug-Free
Community Coalition, the Rensselaer Area Drug Awareness Reality Coalition and the New
York National Guard Counterdrug Task

Force. Other notable people in attendance for the two-hour presentation were Rensselaer
County Sheriff Patrick Russo, Rensselaer County District Attorney Joel Abelove and North
Greenbush town supervisor Lou Desso.

During her opening remarks to community members and officials in the crowd, Jimino
acknowledged the fact that these community discussions are important to have since it is a
real issue within the county.

"Heroin and opiate abuse are rampant in our communities across the nation and right here in
the Capital District and right here in Rensselaer County," said Jimino. "In Rensselaer County
we have formed county-wide coalitions to bring people together from all walks of life and
from all vantage points to

do what we can to educate the public about the problem of heroin and opiate abuse and to
work to reduce its impact in our communities."

Jimino then read off some recent statistics from Rensselaer County related to opiate and
heroin deaths.

"In 2015, there were 26 deaths that were suspected to have resulted from opiate and heroin
abuse," said Jimino. "Already in 2016, there are 28 deaths suspected to be caused by heroin or
opiate abuse, with one confirmed thus far."”

During his hour long presentation, Nerney talked about some of the reasons as to why kids try
different drug substances and how it ends up affecting them.



"The number one cause for stress for kids is most often their appearance and they are
comparing themselves to others on social media,” said Nerney during his presentation. "When
people don't find the inner resources that they need, sometimes they find drugs to do it for
them. You're going to have dopamine relief in every kind of addictive drug, which will give
you emotional relief."”

At the end of Nerney's presentation, Southwick showed a trailer titled, "Chasing the Dragon:
The Life of an Opiate Addict,” a U.S. Department of Justice-sponsored documentary, and a
screening of the film will take place during the next scheduled community event at HVCC on
Jan. 18 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

The U.S. Attorney's Office has partnered with local groups to present programs in
Plattsburgh, Utica, Massena and on the St. Regis Mohawk reservation in Northern New York,
with additional presentations set in the Binghamton and Watertown areas.

Nicholas Buonanno can be reached at 290-3941.

http://www.troyrecord.com/article/TR/20161213/NEWS/161219926
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Emergency Response

NEW YORK STATE PITCHES IN FOR HAITI

NY Daily News, Dec. 11, 2016:

In the wake of Hurricane Matthew, the need for food, water, medical supplies and other
donations is great - but a big relief shipment made possible by Gov. Cuomo, the Haiti
Consulate and generous New Yorkers is proof that there's an abundant supply of concern for
hurricane survivors in the Caribbean.

Meanwhile, the caring congregation of the Greater Zion Baptist Church in the Bronx is also
trying to lend a helping hand by getting their donations in the hands of Haitians in need.

Cuomo, the state Office of General Services and the consulate in New York, headed by
Consul General Peter Helder Bernard, last Thursday announced that more than 30,000 pounds
of supplies will be transferred by truck from the Office of General Services warehouse in
Brentwood, L.1., sent to Florida by rail and then shipped to Haiti by the consulate.

While coping with the brutal aftereffects of the 2016 hurricane and the 2012 earthquake,
residents are being hit with a cholera epidemic, spread by UN peacekeepers assigned there
after the quake.


http://www.troyrecord.com/article/TR/20161213/NEWS/161219926

"Haiti is still struggling in the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew and | am proud New Yorkers
opened their hearts and donated these much needed supplies to support this nation's recovery
efforts,” said Gov. Cuomo said. "New Yorkers always help their neighbors in need, whether
they are next door or around the globe."

The Haiti Consulate and the governor's office managed the logistics of the New York
National Guard transferring community donations from more than 25 state offices to
warehouses in Albany and Brentwood, L.1. The Office of General Services packaged the
items and readied the donations for shipment.

The NYS-Haiti relief efforts were supported by Congresswoman Yvette Clarke (Brooklyn);
state Senator James Sanders Jr. (Queens); Assemblyman Nick Perry (Brooklyn);
Assemblywoman Helene Weinstein (Brooklyn); Assemblywoman Michaelle Solages (Long
Island); Assemblyman-elect Clyde Vanel (Queens); Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams;
Brooklyn Council Members Mathieu Eugene and Jumaane D. Williams; Nassau County
Legislator Carrie Solages and Joseph Makhandal Champagne, former Mayor of South Toms
River, N.J.

"Hurricane Matthew caused much devastation in so many areas of the country and the
outpouring of aid from the people of New York is so great, it is an honor to personally thank
you all for your generosity and support for our brothers and sisters in Haiti," said Consul
General Bernard. "Haiti loves New York ... and New York loves Haiti," he said.

State Office of General Services Commissioner RoAnn Destito said her agency realized the
need and was happy to help.

"As we know from our own experiences with hurricanes here in New York State, we
understand that recovery efforts will go on for a long time. We hope that the supplies donated
by our citizens will offer some relief to the people devastated by Hurricane Matthew," she
said.

In the Bronx, Augustina Williams, of the Greater Zion Baptist Church on Findlay Ave., said
church members have been faithfully collecting clothes, canned goods and other items for
Haiti's hurricane survivors since the fall.

But as of last week, the church members were still seeking reputable organizations to take the
relief supplies and get them to the needy in Haiti.

On Friday, Heather Groll of the Office of General Services contacted Williams and referred
her to a representative from Haiti's New York consulate for assistance in getting the relief
goods to people in Haiti.

http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/caribbeat-trini-fond-farewell-john-glenn-article-
1.2906330
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Joint Force Headquarters

Charlton man leads National Guard celebration of 380 years

Saratogian, Dec. 14, 2016:

LATHAM --A Charlton man, Chief Warrant Officer Robert Wold, helped lead ceremonies
marking the National Guard's 380th birthday on Tuesday at state Division of Military and
Naval Affairs headquarters in Latham.

Wold, 59, was the oldest Guard member present, joined by the youngest member, Pvt.
Cameron Thompson, 17, of Hudson Falls, who helped Wold cut the cake.

Brig. Gen. Raymond Shields, commander of the New York Army National Guard, also took
part in the celebration.

"I am lucky to have been around and had the length of career that | have been afforded," said
Wold, who plans to retire in early 2017. "Most people don't get the opportunity to serve in an
organization, in and out of the military for that matter, and get to do the things I got to do."”

A helicopter pilot, Wold recently finished a six-year stint as command chief warrant officer
for New York National Guard, responsible for overseeing the warrant officer corps.

He enlisted in the army in 1975, and served in the army reserve for a few months before
becoming a warrant officer and a pilot and re-entering active duty in 1980. In 1989, he joined
the Guard and served in a variety of aviation positions before joining the headquarters staff in
2010.

During his career he has witnessed a major change in the Guard's role, from a totally reserve
force to an operational force that serves alongside the active army.

The National Guard is the oldest armed service in the United States, predating the American
Revolution and tracing its lineage back to colonial militias created in the 1600s. Today, New
York National Guard is comprised of army and air National Guard members.

Newly-enlisted members re-took their oaths during the ceremony. Thompson recently enlisted
as a wheeled vehicle mechanic in the Guard's 466th Medical Company in Queensbury. Pvt.
Ryan Brady, of Clifton Park, enlisted as a health care specialist, also with the 466th Medical
Company.

The National Guard's roots date to Dec. 13, 1636, when the General Court of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony passed a law establishing formal militia companies in the colony.



These companies were made up of all adult males older than 16 and were expected to meet
and train in military skills regularly.

In New York, the first citizen-soldiers were members of the Burgher Guard, organized by the
Dutch East Indian Company in 1640 to help protect New Amsterdam from their English
neighbors in Massachusetts and Virginia or from hostile natives.

After New Amsterdam became the English colony of New York in 1665, a militia modeled
on the system used in Massachusetts and other English colonies was put in place.

New York National Guard's history has many highlights. These include:

. New York gave the country the term National Guard for its militia forces when the 2nd
Battalion, 11th Regiment of the New York Militia renamed themselves the National Guard to
honor the Marquis de Lafayette, a hero of the American Revolutionary War who had
commanded a force called the "Guard de National" in the early days of the French
Revolution.

. The 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry was portrayed in the 1940 movie "The Fighting 69th"
starring Jimmy Cagney and Pat O'Brien. The movie was based on the historic unit's service in
World War 1.

. The New York Army National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division was given its nickname "The
Rainbow Division™ during World War | by General Douglas MacArthur. MacArthur, then a
colonel, was charged with organizing a division of National Guard troops from across the
country to deploy to France in 1917. He described the division as reaching across the country
"like a rainbow."

. The band of the New York National Guard's 369th Infantry Regiment, an African American
unit originally formed as the 15th New York, is credited with introducing jazz music to
Europe during World War I. The 369th became known as the Harlem Hellfighters.

. The oldest Air National Guard unit in the nation is part of the New York Air National
Guard. The 102nd Rescue Squadron of the 106th Rescue Wing traces its history back to the
1st Aero Company organized in the New York National Guard in 1908 as a balloon unit.

. The Soldiers of the New York National Guard's 105th Infantry Regiment faced the largest
Japanese "Banzai" attack of the Second World War on July 7, 1944 on the Island of Saipan.
The 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 105" Infantry had 650 men killed and wounded but killed
more than 4,300 Japanese Soldiers. Three regimental Soldiers earned the Medal of Honor
posthumously in that battle that day.

. The New York National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division served in Iraq in 2005 and was the
first National Guard division headquarters to deploy to a combat zone since the Korean War
in 1953.



. Citizen Soldiers of the militia and National Guard have fought in all of America's wars from
King Philips War against Native Americans in the New England Colonies in 1675 to the
current war in Afghanistan today.

http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20161214/charlton-man-leads-national-quard-
celebration-of-380-years
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National Guard celebrates its 380th birthday (video)

Fox News U.S. ,December 13, 2016:

The National Guard celebrated its 380th birthday Tuesday with a series of special events
across the country and overseas.

The Guard traces its birthday to Dec. 13, 1636, when the General Court of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony passed a law establishing formal militia companies consisting of all adult males
older than 16.

The New York National Guard planned a cake-cutting ceremony. The event Tuesday
afternoon at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters in Latham was set
to include a symbolic re-enlistment ceremony for new members of the New York Army and
Air National Guard.

The traditional military cake will be cut by the youngest and oldest National Guard members
present -- 17-year-old Private Cameron Thompson and 59-year-old Chief Warrant Officer
Robert Wold.

In Germany, service members from U.S. Africa and European Commands celebrated the
Coast Guard's birthday at U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart last week.

“On the occasion of the National Guard birthday, it provides an opportunity to recall how it
all began because it’s such an important part of our history and our culture,” AFRICOM
Special Assistant to the Commander, Maj. Gen. Worthe Holt, Jr., said at the event. “Here we
are 380 years later, still representing people who are employed and work in our communities,
but yet are ready to put the tools of their trades behind and step up and take the fight when it’s
necessary to defend our country, to respond to natural disasters, to provide humanitarian
assistance, and all the various things that characterize the National Guard.”

http://www.foxnews.com/us/2016/12/13/national-quard-celebrates-its-380th-birthday.html

http://video.foxnews.com/v/5247155062001/?#sp=show-clips



http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20161214/charlton-man-leads-national-guard-celebration-of-380-years
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20161214/charlton-man-leads-national-guard-celebration-of-380-years
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2016/12/13/national-guard-celebrates-its-380th-birthday.html
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New York's oldest and youngest National Guard members mark Guard birthday
with cake cutting

National Guard and Army.mil, Dec. 13, 2016:

LATHAM, N.Y.--After forty years in the Army - 27 in the New York Army

National Guard-Chief Warrant Officer 5 Robert Wold figured he'd earned the right to cut the
cake during the New York National Guard headquarters' celebration of the National Guard
birthday on Tuesday, Dec. 13.

"I am lucky to have been around and had the length of career that | have been afforded, pretty
lucky," Wold said. "Most people don't get the opportunity to serve in an organization-- in and
out of the military for that matter --and get to do the things I got to do."

Wold, who turns 60 next month, joined 17-year old Army National Guard Pvt. Cameron
Thompson, and Air National Guard Airman Kevin Gabay, 20, in cutting the cake marking the
380th birthday of the National Guard.

Traditionally the oldest Guard member present at the ceremony joins the youngest in cutting
the cake with a saber.

Brig. Gen. Raymond Shields, commander of the New York Army National Guard, also took
part in the cake cutting.

The National Guard, today composed of the Army National Guard and the Air National
Guard, traces its birthday back to Dec. 13, 1636, when the General Court of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony passed a law establishing formal militia companies in the colony.
These companies were made up of all adult males older than 16 and were expected to meet
and train in military skills regularly.

Today there are 450,000 members of the Army and Air National Guard who respond to both
federal and state missions.

New York has just under 16,000 members in its Army and Air National Guard.

While the event was officially a celebration of the National Guard's history and mission, but
it is much more than that, Shields said.

"It is really a celebration of our Soldiers, Airmen, civilian employees and of course our
families who are the bedrock of our ability to serve,” he said.



As part of the ceremony two newly enlisted Airmen and five recruit Soldiers re-took the oath
of enlistment.

Wold, a Charlton, N.Y. resident, and a helicopter pilot, recently finished a six-year stint as
Command Chief Warrant Officer for the New York National Guard.

In that role he was responsible for overseeing the New York Army National Guard's warrant
officer corps.

Wold enlisted in the Army in 1975. He served in the Army Reserve for a few months before
becoming a warrant officer and a pilot and reentering active duty in 1980. In 1989 he joined
the New York Army National Guard and served in a variety of aviation positions before
joining the headquarters staff in 2010.

He's had a tremendous opportunity to see the Army National Guard change from a totally
reserve force to an operational force which serves alongside the Active Army, Wold said.

Thompson, who enlisted in November 2016 in the New York Army National Guard's 466th
Area Medical Support Company as a wheeled vehicle mechanic, said he was honored to be
part of the cake cutting ceremony.

"I know | am the younger generation. | wanted to stand up there proud and show everybody
what the National Guard is all about, the Hudson Falls, N.Y. high school senior said.

Gabay, a junior at the State University of New York Albany, said he joined the New York
Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing as an air transportation apprentice out of a sense of
duty.

When he was five, his father, uncle and cousin were all first responders in New York City
when the World Trade Center was attacked on Sept. 11, 2001. "I felt | had to do something to
support the cause, "Gabay said.

Wold, who will retire early in 2017, said the advice he offers to young Guard members like
Gabay and Thompson is to "accomplish each task like you'll be here 40 years."”

When he was a young Army specialist he was offered the chance to attend primary
leadership school, Wold explained. He turned it down, since he planned to leave the service in
a few months.

But when he was serving in the Army Reserve he regretted not taking that opportunity for the
school, Wold added.

The lesson he learned, was never pass up the chance to further your military qualifications,
Wold explained.



The New York National Guard can date its heritage back to the Burgher Guard, organized by
the Dutch East Indian Company in 1640 to help protect New Amsterdam from their English
neighbors in Massachusetts and Virginia or from hostile natives.

After New Amsterdam became the English colony of New York in 1665, a militia modeled
on the system used in Massachusetts and other English colonies was put in place.

New York gets the credit for giving the country the term National Guard for its Citizen
Soldiers and Airman.

In 1825 the 2nd Battalion, 11th Regiment of the New York Militia renamed themselves the
National Guard to honor the Marquis de Lafayette, a hero of the American Revolutionary War
who was visiting New York City. Lafayette had commanded a force called the "Guard de
National" in the early days of the

French Revolution, so the unit renamed itself in honor of that unit.
Other notable elements of New York National Guard history are:

. The 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry - nicknamed the Fighting 69th—was portrayed in the 1940
movie "The Fighting 69th" starring Jimmy Cagney and Pat O'Brien. The movie was based on
the historic unit's service in World War 1.

. The New York Army National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division was given its nickname "The
Rainbow Division" during World War | by General Douglas MacArthur. MacArthur, then a
colonel, was charged with organizing a division of National Guard troops from across the
country to deploy to France in

1917. He described the division as reaching across the country "like a rainbow."

. The band of the New York National Guard's 369th Infantry Regiment, an African American
unit originally formed as the 15th New York, is credited with introducing jazz music to
Europe during World War I. The 369th became known as the Harlem Hell Fighters.

. The oldest Air National Guard unit in the nation is part of the New York Air National
Guard. The 102nd Rescue Squadron of the 106th Rescue Wing traces its history back to the
1st Aero Company organized in the New York National Guard in 1908 as a balloon unit.

. The Soldiers of the New York National Guard's 105th Infantry Regiment faced the largest
Japanese "Banzai" attack of the Second World War on 7 July 1944 on the Island of Saipan.
The 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 105" Infantry had 650 men killed and wounded but killed
more than 4,300 Japanese

Soldiers. Three regimental Soldiers earned the Medal of Honor posthumously in that battle
that day.



. The New York National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division served in Irag in 2005 and was the
first National Guard division headquarters to deploy to a combat zone since the Korean War
in 1953.

https://www.army.mil/article/179612/new yorks oldest and youngest national guard mem
bers mark guard birthday with cake cutting

http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/1029388/new-yorks-oldest-and-youngest-
national-quard-members-mark-gquard-birthday-with-c/
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New York National Guard marks anniversary with cake

Associated Press , Dec 13, 2016:

LATHAM, N.Y. (AP) — The New York National Guard plans a cake-cutting ceremony to
mark the 380th birthday of the National Guard.

The event Tuesday afternoon at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters
in Latham will also include a symbolic re-enlistment ceremony for new members of the New
York Army and Air National Guard.

The traditional military cake will be cut by the youngest and oldest National Guard members
present — 17-year-old Private Cameron Thompson and 59-year-old Chief Warrant Officer
Robert Wold.

The National Guard traces its birthday to Dec. 13, 1636 when the General Court of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony passed a law establishing formal militia companies consisting of
all adult males older than 16.

http://www.thedailystar.com/news/state/new-york-national-quard-marks-anniversary-with-
cake/article ffe37318-cd26-5c72-a02b-e3bbc506ea5a.html
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Happy Birthday To The NY National Guard

Kiss 102.3, Dec. 13, 2016:


https://www.army.mil/article/179612/new_yorks_oldest_and_youngest_national_guard_members_mark_guard_birthday_with_cake_cutting
https://www.army.mil/article/179612/new_yorks_oldest_and_youngest_national_guard_members_mark_guard_birthday_with_cake_cutting
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/1029388/new-yorks-oldest-and-youngest-national-guard-members-mark-guard-birthday-with-c/
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/1029388/new-yorks-oldest-and-youngest-national-guard-members-mark-guard-birthday-with-c/
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/state/new-york-national-guard-marks-anniversary-with-cake/article_ffe37318-cd26-5c72-a02b-e3bbc506ea5a.html
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/state/new-york-national-guard-marks-anniversary-with-cake/article_ffe37318-cd26-5c72-a02b-e3bbc506ea5a.html

The New York National Guard has plans for a cake cutting ceremony to mark the three
hundred eightieth birthday of the National Guard.

The event at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters in Latham Tuesday
afternoon will also include a symbolic re-enlistment ceremony for new members of the New
York Army and Air National Guard.

The Guard traces its birthday to December thirteenth, sixteen thirty six, when the General
Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony passed a law establishing formal militia companies
consisting of all adult males older than sixteen.

http://kiss1023.iheart.com/articles/capital-region-news-312698/happy-birthday-to-the-ny-
national-15385713/
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National Guard marks 380th birthday
Times Union, December 13, 2016:
COLONIE —The New York National Guard marked the 380th birthday of the National
Guard on Tuesday at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters in Latham.
Brig. Gen. Raymond Shields, the Assistant Adjutant General of New York for Army, presided
over the ceremony. Chief Warrant Officer Robert Wold, 59, the oldest National Guard

member attending, and Pvt. Cameron Thompson, 17, the youngest, cut the birthday cake.

Newly enlisted members of the New York Army and Air National Guard retook their oaths
of enlistment.

The National Guard is the country's oldest armed service, predating the American Revolution
and tracing its lineage to the colonial militias created in the 1600s.

http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/National-Guard-marks-380th-birthday-
10793902.php

Return to top

SPOTTED: The National Guard turns 380 (Photos)

Spotlight News, Dec. 13, 2016:


http://kiss1023.iheart.com/articles/capital-region-news-312698/happy-birthday-to-the-ny-national-15385713/
http://kiss1023.iheart.com/articles/capital-region-news-312698/happy-birthday-to-the-ny-national-15385713/
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/National-Guard-marks-380th-birthday-10793902.php
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/National-Guard-marks-380th-birthday-10793902.php

LATHAM — The storied National Guard celebrated its 380th birthday on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at
the Division of Military and Naval Affairs headquarters.

At the New York ceremony — which featured the oldest guard member present, 59-year-old
Chief Warrant Officer Robert Wold, and the youngest member, 17-year-old Pvt. Cameron
Thompson, cutting the ceremonial birthday cake — newly enlisted members retook their oaths
of office to commemorate the occasion.

The National Guard was created on Dec. 13, 1636 when the General Court of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony passed a law establishing formal militia companies. The
companies were comprised of males older than 16 who were expected to regularly meet and
develop their military skills.

In New York, the first citizen-soldiers were members of the Burgher Guard, organized by the
Dutch East Indian Company in 1640 to help protect New Amsterdam from their English
neighbors in Massachusetts and Virginia or from hostile natives.

After New Amsterdam became the English colony of New York in 1665, a militia modeled
on the system used in Massachusetts and other English colonies was put in place.

Citizen Soldiers of the militia and National Guard have fought in all of America’s wars from
King Philips’ War against Native Americans in the New England Colonies in 1675 to the
current war in Afghanistan today.

The gallery below was shot by Jim Franco. Click on an image to view a full size version of
the rest.

http://www.spotlightnews.com/news/2016/12/13/spotted-the-national-quard-turns-380/
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New York Army National Guard

New York National Guard gets new Command Chief Warrant Officer

Army.mil, By Eric Durr December 12, 2016:

LATHAM, N.Y. - New York Army National Guard Chief Warrant Officer Jeffrey Schirmer,
a Leicester, N.Y. resident and a veteran of two wars, took over as the Command Chief
Warrant Officer of the New York Army National Guard during ceremonies at New York
National Guard headquarters here on Friday, Dec. 9.

Warrant Officers are technical specialists who fall in between the Army's non-commissioned
officers, known as sergeants, and the commissioned officer corps.


http://www.spotlightnews.com/news/2016/12/13/spotted-the-national-guard-turns-380/

Schirmer, a Chief Warrant Officer 4, will serve as the Command Chief Warrant Officer for
the New York Army National Guard, responsible for recruiting warrant officers to fill the 286
positions in the New York Army National Guard and overseeing warrant officer training.

Schirmer replaced Chief Warrant Officer 5 Robert Wold, Ballston Lake resident, who is
retiring after more than 40 years of service. Wold has served in the position since 2010.

During his tenure the New York National Guard responded to Tropical Storms Irene and Lee
in 2011 and Superstorm Sandy in 2012.

During the ceremony a saber, representing the duties of the Command Chief Warrant Officer,
was passed from Wold to Major General Anthony German, the Adjutant General of New
York. This represented Wold relinquishing the position.

German then transferred the saber to Schirmer. This represented Schirmer taking on those
duties.

Schirmer enlisted in the New York Army Guard in 1982 and served as an enlisted Soldier,
reaching the rank of Sgt 1st Class, before becoming a Warrant Officer in 1998.

Prior to his selection as Command Chief Warrant Officer, Schirmer served for 34 years as a
dual-status federal technician in charge of the New York National Guard's Combined Support
Maintenance Shop. Technicians are federal employees who support the National Guard and
must also serve in the National Guard as a condition of employment.

As a Guard Soldier he has served as Electronics Platoon Sergeant in the 134th Maintenance
Company; the Electronics Platoon Leader, Logistical Maintenance office for Headquarters
Company of the 42nd Infantry Division, and Electronic Maintenance Officer in the 642nd
Aviation Support Battalion, and Logistical Maintenance Officer for New York National
Guard Joint Forces Headquarters.

Schirmer deployed to Iraq in 2005 as Logistical Maintenance Officer for the 42nd Infantry
Division. He also served in Saudi Arabia and Irag in 1990/1991 during Operation Desert
Storm.

His awards include the Army Commendation Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, the
Irag Campaign Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Southwest Asia Service
Medal, and the Global War on Terror Service Medal.

Schirmer and his wife Maureen have two daughters and three grandchildren.

https://www.army.mil/article/179551/new vyork national guard gets new command chief
warrant officer
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Oneida Army National Guard Soldier promoted: Mathewson receives new rank,
new responsibilities

Madison County Courier , Dec 16, 2016:

Major General Anthony P. German, The Adjutant General for the State of New York,
announces the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition
of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.

lan Mathewson of Oneida, serving with the Company B (Military Intelligence), 27th Brigade
Special Troops Battalion, is promoted to the rank of Sergeant.

Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability, and development potential.

These promotions additionally recognize the best-qualified soldiers and attract and retain the
highest caliber citizen soldiers for a career in the New York Army National Guard.

http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=76123
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Ogdensburg and Lawrence residents complete Army basic combat training
North Country Now, December 16, 2016
Pvt. Morgan Greer of Lawrence and Pvt. Spencer Mayette of Ogdensburg recently completed

Army basic combat training and advanced individual training with the New York Army
National Guard.

They were welcomed to their units during a New York Army National Guard battle “handoff
ceremony,” according to a press release.

Greer was welcomed into the 1427th Transportation Company during the transition ceremony
at the Auburn Armory.

Mayette was welcomed into the Company B, 2-108th Infantry during the ceremony.
The ceremony marks completion of the National Guard Recruit Sustainment Program, a
preparatory training program that provides new recruits with training, lessons and skills

related to their initial military training.

The soldiers will now embark on their traditional National Guard service to state and nation
as part time “Citizen Soldiers,” the release said.


http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=76123

"The handoff ceremony marks the introduction of our new soldiers to their unit and receiving
new shoulder insignia, highlighting the start of their military service here in New York to
serve state and nation," Major General Anthony P. German said. "I congratulate these soldiers
for their initial accomplishments in training as their first milestone of a career as a Citizen
Soldier."

"Every soldier or airman in every unit across our state plays an important role in defending
our homeland and serving our nation. We welcome these newest Citizen Soldiers as part of
our New York National Guard family," he said.

For more information about the New York Army National Guard visit www.dmna.ny.gov or
www.1800goguard.com.

http://northcountrynow.com/honors-recognition/ogdensburg-and-lawrence-residents-
complete-army-basic-combat-training-0187476
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Army National Guard Soldier Reenlistments

The Daily News , DECEMBER 15, 2016:

LATHAM - Major General Anthony P. German, the Adjutant General, announces the recent
reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their
continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National
Guard.

Sergeant Michael Landauer from Albion, has reenlisted to continue service with the Company
B, 3-126th Aviation.

Sergeant Jared Twigg from Brockport, has reenlisted to continue service with the Company
B, 3-126th Aviation.

LATHAM - New York Army National Guard Chief Warrant Officer Jeffrey Schirmer, a
Leicester resident and a veteran of two wars, took over as the Command Chief Warrant
Officer of the New York Army National Guard during ceremonies at New York National
Guard headquarters here on Friday, Dec. 9.

Warrant Officers are technical specialists who fall in between the Army's non-commissioned
officers, known as sergeants, and the commissioned officer corps.

Schirmer, a Chief Warrant Officer 4, will serve as the Command Chief Warrant Officer for
the New York Army National Guard, responsible for recruiting warrant officers to fill the 286
positions in the New York Army National Guard and overseeing warrant officer training.


http://www.dmna.ny.gov/
http://www.1800goguard.com/
http://northcountrynow.com/honors-recognition/ogdensburg-and-lawrence-residents-complete-army-basic-combat-training-0187476
http://northcountrynow.com/honors-recognition/ogdensburg-and-lawrence-residents-complete-army-basic-combat-training-0187476

Schirmer replaced Chief Warrant Officer 5 Robert Wold, Ballston Lake resident, who is
retiring after more than 40 years of service. Wold has served in the position since 2010.

During his tenure the New York National Guard responded to Tropical Storms Irene and Lee
in 2011 and Superstorm Sandy in 2012.

During the ceremony a saber, representing the duties of the Command Chief Warrant Officer,
was passed from Wold to Major General Anthony German, the Adjutant General of New
York. This represented Wold relinquishing the position.

German then transferred the saber to Schirmer. This represented Schirmer taking on those
duties.

Schirmer enlisted in the New York Army Guard in 1982 and served as an enlisted Soldier,
reaching the rank of Sgt 1st Class, before becoming a Warrant Officer in 1998.

Prior to his selection as Command Chief Warrant Officer, Schirmer served for 34 years as a
dual-status federal technician in charge of the New York National Guard's Combined Support
Maintenance Shop. Technicians are federal employees who support the National Guard and
must also serve in the National Guard as a condition of employment.

As a Guard Soldier he has served as Electronics Platoon Sergeant in the 134th Maintenance
Company; the Electronics Platoon Leader, Logistical Maintenance office for Headquarters
Company of the 42nd Infantry Division, and Electronic Maintenance Officer in the 642nd
Aviation Support Battalion, and Logistical Maintenance Officer for New York National
Guard Joint Forces Headquarters.

Schirmer deployed to Iraq in 2005 as Logistical Maintenance Officer for the 42nd Infantry
Division. He also served in Saudi Arabia and Iraq in 1990/1991 during Operation Desert
Storm.

His awards include the Army Commendation Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, the
Irag Campaign Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Southwest Asia Service
Medal, and the Global War on Terror Service Medal. Schirmer and his wife Maureen have
two daughters and three grandchildren.

http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/bdn01/army-national-quard-soldier-reenlistments-
20161215&ct=0a&cd=CAEYACoUMTOXODc4NDcIMTkAMTMxMDAVYN|YYGjZiNDIiNj
ViOoTqyZmRiMjc6Y29tOmVuOIVT&usg=AFQjCNHkeTDXGqNe3N38h7106d3jpa3taA\
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Rochester resident promoted within New York Army National Guard


http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/bdn01/army-national-guard-soldier-reenlistments-20161215&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTQxODc4NDc1MTk4MTMxMDAyNjYyGjZiNDliNjViOTgyZmRiMjc6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNHkeTDXGqNe3N38b7l06d3jpa3tqA/
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/bdn01/army-national-guard-soldier-reenlistments-20161215&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTQxODc4NDc1MTk4MTMxMDAyNjYyGjZiNDliNjViOTgyZmRiMjc6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNHkeTDXGqNe3N38b7l06d3jpa3tqA/
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/bdn01/army-national-guard-soldier-reenlistments-20161215&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTQxODc4NDc1MTk4MTMxMDAyNjYyGjZiNDliNjViOTgyZmRiMjc6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNHkeTDXGqNe3N38b7l06d3jpa3tqA/

Greece Post, Dec. 14, 2016:

Tyler Welch, of Rochester was recently promoted to the rank of private first class in the New
York Army National Guard.

Welch serves with the Company A, 427th Brigade Support Battalion.

Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability and development potential.

http://www.greecepost.com/news/20161214/notable-names/2
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Military Notes: Auburn National Guardsman honored, others promoted

Auburn Pub, Dec. 11, 2016:

LATHAM - New York Army National Guard 1st Lt. Derrick Rocker, of Auburn, has been
recognized for his service in Kuwait by Gen. Joseph Lengyel, the top ranking officer in the
National Guard.

Rocker is one of 250 members of the 369th Sustainment Brigade, which is currently deployed
in Kuwait in support of logistics operations in the U.S. Central Command area.

Rocker, received a recognition coin from Lengyel during his Nov. 25 visit to the unit's base in
Camp Arifjan. Military leaders present personal coins to troops to recognize them for
outstanding performance.

Lengyel is chief of the National Guard Bureau and sits on the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
LATHAM - Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, the adjutant general for the state of New York,
announces the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition

of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.

. Tyler Jirinec, from Cayuga, and serving with the 222nd Military Police Company, is
promoted to the rank of specialist.

. Maria White, from Auburn, and serving with the 222nd Military Police Company, is
promoted to the rank of private.

Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability and development potential.


http://www.greecepost.com/news/20161214/notable-names/2

For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit dmna.ny.gov or
1800goguard.com.

http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/military-notes-auburn-national-quardsman-honored-others-
promoted/article 2432d264-5cf7-54h7-855e-1d3940b8dcOe.html
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Fort Drum's Mountain Peak exercise seen as springboard for future training,
missions

Watertown Daily Times, Dec. 12, 2016:

FORT DRUM - For the last several months, soldiers on post have been building their skills
within their units, preparing themselves for the missions ahead.

At the Mountain Peak exercise, those skills were put to the test in a high-stress situation they
could potentially see anywhere in the world, working with units they don't normally work
with to combat multiple foes.

"Now you put pressure on the soldiers to coordinate at all levels,” said Col. Scott M.
Naumann, commander of the division's 1st Brigade Combat Team.

The Mountain Peak exercise is one of the main chances for units across the 10th Mountain
Division to train together at a major level, and the last major opportunity to operate at home
before training cycles elsewhere in 2017.

The 2nd Brigade Combat Team completed the training in October with opposition from
soldiers from 1st Brigade, roles which flipped for the latest round of the exercise, which
concluded this past week.

On Wednesday, when the Times visited the exercise, soldiers from the 1% Brigade were
preparing defensive positions with allies from the fictional country of Etropia against
aggression of neighboring Ariana. In addition to the Ariana forces, Col. Naumann said the
soldiers were dealing with insurgent threats and working with host nation security forces.

"All that is happening simultaneously,” he said.

The scenario is based on an emphasis from the Army in recent years to transition from years
of training to counter insurgent forces to potentially facing off with comparably sized
enemies. Col. Naumann said last year, his brigade was focusing on its advising mission in
Irag, and that this Mountain Peak was the first time it had a chance to prepare for the new
style of enemy.


http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/military-notes-auburn-national-guardsman-honored-others-promoted/article_2432d264-5cf7-54b7-855e-1d3940b8dc0e.html
http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/military-notes-auburn-national-guardsman-honored-others-promoted/article_2432d264-5cf7-54b7-855e-1d3940b8dc0e.html

"It's our time now," he said.

Multiple units from across post and across the country also took part in the exercise. The 1st
Brigade's training was done in coordination with active, National Guard and Reserve units
from New Hampshire, Virginia, Illinois, Kentucky, Utah and Western New York.

"This builds our team now, and really our team to join us down the road,” Col. Naumann said.
The division will use lessons learned from the exercise in the months ahead.

Starting early next year, the 2nd Brigade Combat Team is expected to head to the Joint
Readiness Training Center, Fort Polk, La., for training exercises there, while the 1st Brigade

Combat Team is set to train there in March.

http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/news03/fort-drums-mountain-peak-exercise-seen-as-
springboard-for-future-training-missions-20161212
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Chase Mills and Russell residents promoted to rank of specialist by New York
Army National Guard

North County Now, December 12, 2016:

Sabbath McGregor of Chase Mills and Cody White of Russell were recently promoted to the
rank of specialist by the New York Army National Guard.

McGregor is serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 27" Brigade Special
Troops Battalion.

White is serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427" Brigade Support
Battalion.

Army National Guard promotions are based on "overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability, and development potential,” according to a press release.

Promotions "additionally recognize the best qualified soldiers and attract and retain the
highest caliber citizen soldiers for a career in the New York Army National Guard," the
release said.

For more information about the New York Army National Guard visit www.dmna.ny.gov or
www.1800goguard.com.


http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/news03/fort-drums-mountain-peak-exercise-seen-as-springboard-for-future-training-missions-20161212
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http://northcountrynow.com/honors-recognition/chase-mills-and-russell-residnents-promoted-
rank-specialist-new-york-army
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Leicester man takes command role in NY Army National Guard

Livingston County News, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2016:

LATHAM - A Leicester man, who is a veteran of two wars, has taken over as the command
chief warrant officer of the New York Army National Guard.

Chief Warrant Officer 4 Jeffrey Schirmer will be responsible for recruiting warrant officers to
fill the 286 positions in the New York Army National Guard and overseeing warrant officer
training. He took over as command chief warrant officer following a Dec. 9 ceremony at the
New York National Guard headquarters.

Warrant Officers are technical specialists who fall in between the Army's non-commissioned
officers, known as sergeants, and the commissioned officer corps.

Schirmer replaced Chief Warrant Officer 5 Robert Wold, Ballston Lake, who is retiring after
more than 40 years of service. Wold has served in the position since 2010.

During his tenure the New York National Guard responded to Tropical Storms Irene and Lee
in 2011 and Superstorm Sandy in 2012.

During the ceremony a saber, representing the duties of the command chief warrant officer,
was passed from Wold to Major General Anthony German, the Adjutant General of New
York. This represented Wold relinquishing the position.

German then transferred the saber to Schirmer. This represented Schirmer taking on those
duties.

Schirmer enlisted in the New York Army Guard in 1982 and served as an enlisted soldier,
reaching the rank of Sgt 1st Class, before becoming a Warrant Officer in 1998.

Prior to his selection as command chief warrant officer, Schirmer served for 34 years as a
dual-status federal technician in charge of the New York National Guard's Combined Support
Maintenance Shop. Technicians are federal employees who support the National Guard and
must also serve in the National Guard as a condition of employment.

As a Guard soldier he has served as electronics platoon sergeant in the 134th Maintenance
Company; the electronics platoon leader, logistical maintenance office for Headquarters
Company of the 42nd Infantry Division, and electronic maintenance officer in the 642nd


http://northcountrynow.com/honors-recognition/chase-mills-and-russell-residnents-promoted-rank-specialist-new-york-army
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Aviation Support Battalion, and logistical maintenance officer for New York National Guard
Joint Forces Headquarters.

Schirmer deployed to Iraq in 2005 as logistical maintenance officer for the 42nd Infantry
Division. He also served in Saudi Arabia and Iraq during Operation Desert Storm in 1990 and
1991.

His awards include the Army Commendation Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, the
Irag Campaign Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, the Southwest Asia Service
Medal, and the Global War on Terror Service Medal.

Schirmer and his wife Maureen have two daughters and three grandchildren.

http://www.thelcn.com/lcn01/leicester-man-takes-command-role-in-ny-army-national-quard-
20161211
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In the Service:

The Press Republican, Dec. 10, 2016:

Three local residents have completed Army basic combat training and advanced individual
training with the New York Army National Guard. Pvt. Austin Allen of Witherbee has joined
the 206th Military Police Company; Pfc. Tyler Clement of Plattsburgh will serve with
Headquarters and Headquarters Company/2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry; and Pfc. Justine
Labarge of Saranac joins Headquarters and Support Company, 42nd Infantry Division.

http://www.pressrepublican.com/opinion/in-the-service-dec/article d735d898-20f0-5c08-
a7b0-36e011011c3f.html
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New York National Guard Announces Reenlistments:"New Yorkers count on our
Citizen Soldiers to be ready and be there when disaster strikes."

Tarrytown Patch , Dec, 12, 2016 :

From New York National Guard: Major General Anthony P. German, the Adjutant General,
announces the recent reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in


http://www.thelcn.com/lcn01/leicester-man-takes-command-role-in-ny-army-national-guard-20161211
http://www.thelcn.com/lcn01/leicester-man-takes-command-role-in-ny-army-national-guard-20161211
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recognition of their continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of
the Army National Guard.

Sergeant David Clark from Greenburgh, N.Y. (postal code 10603) has reenlisted to continue
service with the Company C (Medical), 427th Brigade Support Battalion.

"New Yorkers count on our Citizen Soldiers to be ready and be there when disaster strikes,"
German said. "And our nation counts on our Soldiers when duty calls for overseas service. |
congratulate our members for choosing to stay in service and striking that balance between
military duties, education or employment commitments and family obligations."

"Every one of the men and women serving in our 16,000 strong Army and Air National
Guard plays an important role and these Soldiers who continue to reenlist provide experience
and continuity for what every challenges lay ahead for our New York National Guard
family."

http://patch.com/new-york/tarrytown/new-york-national-quard-announces-reenlistments
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A Roof Over Their Heads

Levittown-Tribune.com. , Dec. 9, 2016:

The words "thank you" are sometimes all you can say to those who sacrifice their own lives
and families to fight for our freedom. It never seems fair to have our servicemen and women
ever feel the need to thank us for anything in return, but those two words were all one
Levittown resident and member of the National Guard An thony Wevers, could say after his
home was given a new roof.

Wevers, who has served in the 42nd Infantry Division band of the New York Army National
Guard for 16 years with a tour to Iraq in 2005, was selected for the Roof Deployment Project,
which gives a free roof to a veteran twice a week throughout the year all over the country.

"The program was created by Owens Corning Manufacturers for roofing and shingle
installation,"” said Steven J. DiMare, chief executive officer of Unified Window Systems Inc.,
who also helped in the program. "Unified is a platinum dealer for the company and I'm on the
advisory board, so at our last national meeting, they came out with a roof deployment
program. Owens Corning asked the platinum dealers to cover the labor, materials and to clean
up the garbage."

According to DiMare, Wevers was the company's first veteran who
RoofDeployment_120716Cwas vetted through the process. Unified contributed all of the
labor and within one day, the roof was completed with the help of 10 men.


http://patch.com/new-york/tarrytown/new-york-national-guard-announces-reenlistments

"We did a free roof for a great family in Levittown that needed a roof done.

It was a wonderful day and giving back to veterans is something that we really believe in"
said DiMare. "We believe in giving back to the people that have given to us; veterans, the
police and fire departments, and we work hard to do that. It was a really special day and it
was wonderful to see the family get something they needed and get it as a thank you."

As for the Wevers family, they couldn't be more grateful, as a new roof can cost homeowners
a pretty penny. "My wife and | were shocked when we found out that we were selected for
the roof deployment project. We applied during the summer with the thought that these things
don't happen to regular people,” said Wevers. "Even after Unified Window and Door called to
let us know and made an appointment to come out and measure to get the process started, we
were nervous they'd change their mind or find another soldier more deserving."”

Along with serving his country, Wevers teaches science at Kellenberg Memorial High
School, where he also coaches the science Olympiad team. He is also a scoutmaster for Troop
87 and moderates the chess club. He continues to serve as a citizen soldier one weekend a
month and two weeks during the summer.

"Teaching science in a faith atmosphere has been a fun and rewarding vocation, but my
important role is dad to my two cherubs and husband to an extraordinarily supportive wife,"
said Wevers. "Time away from these three has its challenges, but they are the nucleus of my
life that make every task worth doing." When Unified arrived at the family's Levittown
home, Wevers felt over overwhelmed by gratitude and was honored to be selected for this
unique program.

"I have been privileged to serve with thousands of great soldiers who are all deserving of
tremendous thanks like this, so | am truly humbled by the generosity for Owens Corning and
Unified Window and Door," he said. "My family and | thank Owens Corning and Unified for
blessing us with not only a new roof, but peace of mind for decades to come. It's people like
them who make putting on the uniform and time away from family easier knowing it is
appreciated by so many Americans."

For more information about the project, visit www.owenscorning.com/roofing/roofing-
deployment.

http://levittown-tribune.com/2016/12/09/a-roof-over-their-heads/
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PFOA lIssue

Newburgh councilman says city should reimburse residents for tainted water


http://levittown-tribune.com/2016/12/09/a-roof-over-their-heads/

Mid-Hudson News, Dec. 12, 2016:

NEWBURGH - Residents in the City of Newburgh found out last May they were drinking
potentially tainted water from the Washington Lake reservoir. Since then, the city has been
obtaining its water from the New York City Catskill Aqueduct.

It is unknown how long the chemical PFOS, the source of the contamination, has been
entering Washington Lake, but Councilman Torrance Harvey said residents have been paying
their water bills nevertheless.

"We as a legislative body need to start thinking and designing to pay some sort of rebate to
the people who pay for this bad water in two or three years,” Harvey said.

Members of the city administration note that the contamination is believed to have come from
the Air National Guard Base at nearby Stewart Airport and before the contamination was
discovered, the city did not know anything about it.

http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2016/December/12/Nbrg water reimb-12Dec16.html
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