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106th Rescue Wing
106th ANG Rescue Wing Participates in Regional Emergency Management
Training
HStoday.com: Sept. 15, 2014:

Four Emergency Management Airmen with the 106th Rescue Wing in Westhampton Beach
participated in the first Air National Guard (ANG) Region 2 emergency management training
event at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station here Aug. 4-8.
They joined more than two dozen emergency management managers and bioenvironmental
technicians representing seven New York ANG wings for critical skill development and
improvement.
"Perhaps the most important element of our regional training was the chance to coalesce ...
and support one another," said Chief Master Sgt. Doug Treut, the regional chief.
The event was hosted by the 107th Air Wing and included multiple subject matter experts
from across the country. New York ANG Airmen from the 105th AW, 106th Rescue Wing,
107th AW, 109th AW, 174th Attach Wing and 177th Fighter Wing trained together for the
entirety of the event.
The first several days were dedicated to classroom training and graduated from basic to more
complicated scenarios. By the end of the week, Airmen were training under real-world
conditions in environments that simulated poisonous air masses, chemical, biological,
radiological and nuclear events, as well as other catastrophic settings. In addition, the Airmen
involved simulated responding to and neutralizing a suspected methamphetamine laboratory.
A proper response involves coordination among multiple teams and systems. Working from
an incident action plan, emergency managers must be experienced in setting up inflatable
decontamination tents, know how to set up communication systems between various agencies
spread out through the United States, and how their equipment works to detect possible
contaminants.
The event culminated in an "all chemical response" exercise with all aspects of the training
put into play. Augmentees from the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station Fire Department
provided a live decontamination line for first responders.

The emergency management training provided a great opportunity for members to develop
teamwork, coordination, and overcoming challenges in the event they are called upon during
an actual response.
"We encountered problems along the way, but that served the greater purpose of adapting and
overcoming, an inherent [emergency manager] trait," Treut said.
http://www.hstoday.us/briefings/correspondents-watch/single-article/106th-ang-rescue-wingparticipates-in-regional-emergency-managementtraining/a1f119e6723b48c8c90c70954a234ab2.html
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174th Attack Wing
Bringing Justice: Guardsman chases ?bad guys? as detective, TAC-P
Airman Magazine: Sept. 8, 2014 :

Whether he’s calling in close air support during a firefight or investigating narcotics activity
in Syracuse, N.Y., Master Sgt. Patrick DiCrasto’s mind is focused on bringing justice to the
“bad guys.”
The tactical air control party specialist at Hancock Air National Guard Base, N.Y., home of
the 174th Attack Wing of the New York Air National Guard, is also a detective with the
Syracuse Police Department’s Special Investigations Division. The division investigates
narcotics activity and vice and works hand in hand with the gang task force. He’s also an
assistant team leader with the department’s SWAT sniper squad.
“It’s what we’re here for – to get justice,” said DiCrasto, who’s also the 274th Air Support
Operations Squadron superintendent of operations under the wing. The squadron is a TAC-P
unit that primarily coordinates and controls close air support for an Army maneuver unit.
“We’re going out looking for bad guys overseas, and we’re going out looking for bad guys
here in Syracuse. The biggest difference is you have to be able to separate the military job
from the police job because you obviously can’t call in air strikes back here,” he said.
“Overseas, I know what I’m there to do and what I can do to get the job done. My actions are
governed by the rules of engagement, the ground scheme of maneuver and the commander’s
intent. When I’m back home, I know that it’s local, state and federal laws that govern what I
do as a police officer.”
DiCrasto’s two roles have several similarities, but he also knows to remain vigilant in both
settings for anyone who might wish to do him harm.

“I can’t say being a police officer on the street is like being in combat,” DiCrasto said.
“However, cops on the street always need to have that heightened sense of security, just like
when you’re on patrol in Iraq and Afghanistan. You are always on point when it comes to
looking for suspicious activity, identifying possible enemy activity, or providing security for
you, your team and everyone else.”
DiCrasto began his military career as an infantryman on active duty in the Army, then worked
with a scout reconnaissance platoon in the National Guard. He left the Guard to become a
police officer and joined the Air National Guard in 2003, completing his TAC-P training at
Hurlburt Field, Fla., the following year.
His Army background has proven useful with building trust while working with ground
troops in forward locations. He deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq twice each, the last time in
2010, and found building trust a difficult, but necessary, part of the TACP role during the
wars in both theaters. The knowledge that he was a prior infantryman, coupled with his
SWAT experience in the police force, helped bridge that gap easier, DiCrasto believes.
“Sometimes it’s tough because you have to build that respect and trust,” he said. “Typically,
it’s done in the field when your unit becomes engaged in direct combat. They’re looking to
see if you can do your job, and if they can count on you to call in air support and get ordnance
on target. They are always assessing to see if you can be a combat operator like them and a
TAC-P. That’s when they know they can count on you.”
The same is true in police work, when officers must depend on each other to not only save
their own lives, but also those of innocent civilians. Perhaps that’s why some of his most
memorable cases were those he worked with Detective Steven Kilburn of the criminal
investigations division. DiCrasto and Kilburn a former partner DiCrasto has known since they
attended the police academy in Syracuse together, shared some of the same assignments in
their careers. Although they no longer work in the same division, they remain close friends.
“I have known Pat for almost 18 years,” Kilburn said. “We went through the academy
together and worked side by side for several years. I have always had admiration for him, not
only because of his policing abilities, but also because of his service in the Air National
Guard, and that is hard for me to say, being a former Marine. But Pat has made several
sacrifices for the City of Syracuse, and even more so for the United States.”
While both worked in CID in 2006, they responded to a stabbing at about 2 a.m. A woman in
her late 40s was stabbed multiple times, and her mentally-challenged adult son was also
stabbed. Paramedics pronounced her dead at the scene, and the son was transferred to a local
hospital but wasn’t able to help in the investigation. Some at the scene believed the case was a
burglary turned violent, but DiCrasto and his partner thought the evidence showed otherwise.
“When my partner and I began discussing it, we believed the evidence at the scene pointed in
a different direction,” he said. “This was not some burglar who came in and got spooked and
stabbed her to death. This was somebody who was in a fit of rage. So we started focusing that
night on previous boyfriends.”

They locked in on a suspect, tracked him down and found evidence in his house that
supported their belief he was involved in the murder. After only a few hours of interviewing
the suspect, he gave a full videotaped confession.
“It was pretty memorable because of the fact that it seemed like most wanted to go with a
different theory, but my partner and I believed it was probably not a typical burglary gone
wrong,” DiCrasto said.
“What was also memorable about this was at first the guy put up the resistance to our
questioning, which is pretty typical of everybody we interview,” he said. “But after being
presented with some of the evidence and what our theories were, it was almost like a switch
had been thrown with this guy, and he wanted to tell his story. He wanted everybody to know
he went there to murder her. You could tell there was evil behind his eyes, and he wanted to
tell his story. As we originally suspected, he was enraged by their recent breakup.”
In another case the two officers worked on in one of the department’s crime suppression
units, they collared two fugitive homicide suspects within two weeks. The first was a fugitive
from Alabama who was working from an apartment building with a reputation for crime and
drug activity. They used a proactive tactic to combat the nightly criminal activity at this
location, he said.
“It was basically to leave two guys back, so my partner and I stayed behind after we saturated
the building with our entire unit,” DiCrasto said. “Typically, when the cops leave, everybody
starts coming back out. We waited in a stairwell until we heard voices, and came out and
grabbed a bunch of people. One of them happened to be the homicide suspect.”
The second fugitive had been the driver in a drive-by shooting in New York City, and the pair
stopped him for a taillight violation. Even though he gave them a fake name, they took the
time to identify him through the department’s computerized photo system instead of letting
him go with a warning.
Both DiCrasto’s civilian and military occupations are also service-directed and save lives. A
TAC-P, who is a qualified joint terminal attack controller, is a force-multiplier on the
battlefield, he said.
“I don’t really see my job as going out there and saving lives,” DiCrasto said of his TAC-P
responsibilities. “Our job is to basically go out there and kill as much of the enemy as
possible and be a force multiplier for the ground commander and his maneuver element or
team. But when you get into a firefight, you typically need air support because you and your
ground commander or team leader are trying to mass as much firepower on the enemy as
possible. At the end of the day, depending on the situation, the close air support you called in
may have saved lives. That’s one of the aspects of this job that make it so satisfying.”
DiCrasto moved to the special investigations division in 2012 after first working patrol, crime
suppression and criminal investigations during his 17 years on the force. His main role in SID
is investigating narcotics activity throughout the city.

“Some people think of drugs as a victimless crime, but I don’t believe it is,” he said. “I have
seen how it destroys people when they are hooked on drugs and how it destroys your family.
A good majority of our murders are drug and gang-related here.
“The drug users can be considered victims of their addiction, and victims of the drug dealers
that pedal their products and prey on their addiction. Even though they are willing participants
purchasing and using narcotics, they really are the victims because of how destructive some
drugs can be.”
While DiCrasto has grown accustomed to seeing some disturbing scenes during his two
careers, both in a war zone and in the city, he still has his focus on bringing justice. That
remains the case, whether he’s working to help protect ground forces in a firefight or the
citizens of Syracuse.
http://airman.dodlive.mil/2014/09/bringing-justice/
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Citizens Preparedness
Training offered to LIers to prepare for natural disasters
Newsday: September 15, 2014:

By her own account, Inwood resident Annette Jones did not have a plan when superstorm
Sandy struck two years ago, and watched with mounting anxiety as floodwaters cut off her
avenue of retreat.
The brackish surge swallowed a cellphone that was her link to concerned relatives, left her
home without light or heat for more than two weeks, and had her wondering whether the food
would run out at... LOG IN REQUIRED TO VIEW
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/training-offered-to-liers-to-prepare-for-naturaldisasters-1.9321047
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Lewis County residents learn skills to prepare them for disasters
Watertown Daily Times: Sept. 17, 2014:
Sep 19, 2014

TURIN — Lewis County was the latest stop for Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s Citizen
Preparedness Training Program.

State and local emergency management and government officials gathered at South Lewis
Central School for the session conducted by the New York Army National Guard.
“Gov. Cuomo’s first citizen first responder corps makes all the sense in the world, and we
found that out this spring. This training will help everyone become better prepared for
disasters in your communities,” Lyons Falls Mayor Catherine L. Liendecker said. “You will
now be that person that can help the community better respond after an emergency event.
Through the governor’s program, 100,000 community members will be provided with tools
and resources to help us prepare for emergencies and disasters.”
The two-part session included information on being prepared before a disaster and how to aid
in the response and recovery afterward. The presentation included information on how
citizens can help first responders during a disaster.
“I hope you realize how important your attending here is tonight — not only for those in your
home, but for your community as well,” Army National Guard Maj. Douglas Baker said.
“You are taking on the responsibility for those around you, for being a prepared citizen and a
first responder in your community.”
To prepare before a disaster happens, citizens should develop a family emergency plan, build
a disaster kit to sustain their family for seven to 10 days, sign up for alerts through resources
such as www.nyalert.gov and get involved in the community by learning what types of
volunteer programs exist.
All of the participants in the session received a backpack with a starter disaster kit that
included a first aid kit, flashlight, face mask and other items. Each participant also received a
checklist of things to add to the kit.
The second part of the session was to learn how to respond and recover after the disaster.
Participants received information on how to aid rescuers after the disaster. An example given
was leaving notes on the door to signal whether the house is empty or how many people,
including pets, are in the house.
It also gave tips on ways to recover from the disaster quickly. One example was to return
home only once it is deemed safe to do so and to check the house for structural damage before
entering.
To learn more about becoming a prepared citizen, to find a session nearby or to take the
course online, visit nyprepare.gov.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20140917/NEWS04/140919045
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Eastern Air Defense Sector
Eastern Air Defense Sector airmen win battle management awards
The Telegram:Sept. 14 , 2014:

ROME — New York Air National Guardsmen from the Eastern Air Defense Sector won four
of five categories in the recently completed National Guard Bureau battle management
command and control competition.
Administered by NGB’s operations directorate, the annual awards program evaluates Air
National Guardsmen and crews from across the country on duty performance, mission
contributions and operational achievements.
EADS winners were Maj. Jennifer King of Prospect, Air Battle Manager of the Year; Master
Sgt. Randall Wehrung of Sherrill, Noncommissioned Officer of the Year; Staff Sgt. Thomas
Silva of Yorkville, Airman of the Year, and Alpha Crew, Outstanding Ground-based Crew.
“Being selected as the best in the Air National Guard is a tremendous achievement and I
congratulate Maj. King, Master Sgt. Wehrung, Staff Sgt. Silva and Alpha Crew,” said Col.
Michael J. Norton, the commander of EADS. “Winning these awards is especially significant
for an air defense sector, because it recognizes our airmens’ day-to-day operational and
tactical excellence, which is essential to our nation’s defense.”
Alpha Crew was cited for its success in defending the airspace over the more than 1 million
square miles of the eastern U.S. Noteworthy accomplishments included successfully
responding to 640 unknown aircraft, flawlessly controlling more than 300 live-fly missions
and integrating E3 Sentry Airborne Warning and Control System aircraft into EADS
continuous air picture.
King was recognized for integrating multiple data links into EADS air picture and her superb
control of fighter aircraft and airborne tankers. King also flew aboard an E-3 aircraft during a
live-fly exercise and played a key role in the standardization of procedures for EADS-E3
operations.
Wehrung, who served as the noncommissioned officer-in-charge of two sections
simultaneously, singlehandedly revised more than 100 tactics, techniques and procedures,
improving efficiency by an estimated 20 percent. An exceptional trainer, Wehrung developed
50 challenging, simulated threat scenarios, which were used to train 18 identification
technicians.
The most junior airman to be recognized, Silva completed his tracking technician
qualification training 11 days after arriving at EADS from formal training. Silva also
achieved a rare “exceptionally qualified” rating on his initial evaluation, the Sector’s first in
more than three years.

The four awards increase the number of national-level awards won by the Rome-based unit
this year to nine.
In March, King and Wehrung, along with Royal Canadian Air Force Capt. Angela Hudson, a
member of EADS Canadian Detachment, won Continental North American Aerospace
Defense Command Region/1st Air Force annual awards. Hudson was subsequently named
NORAD’s outstanding company grade officer in May. Tech. Sgt. Amy Ough, a West
Winfield resident, was selected as the Air National Guard’s Honor Guard Member of the Year
in March and received the award in August at a ceremony at Joint Base Andrews, Maryland.
The Eastern Air Defense Sector is headquartered at Griffiss Business and Technology Park in
Rome. Staffed by New York Air National Guardsmen and a Canadian Forces detachment, the
unit supports NORAD’s air defense mission and the U.S. Northern Command’s homeland
defense mission. EADS is responsible for air sovereignty and counter-air operations over the
eastern United States and directs a variety of assets to defend one million square miles of land
and sea.
Read more:
http://www.herkimertelegram.com/article/20140912/News/140919800#ixzz3DNc4BD5A
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Emergency Response
Christie and Cuomo announce Homeland Security and State Police leaders
Politicker: Sept. 15, 2014 :

TRENTON - Governor Chris Christie and Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced
that they have directed their state’s respective Homeland Security Advisors and State Police
Superintendents to immediately lead a bi-state review of current safety and security
procedures. In light of the heightening of terrorist activity and increased tensions between
America and terrorist networks, Governors Cuomo and Christie said they are "acting
immediately" with steps to ensure that proper, effective, and coordinated protocols are in
place and all appropriate law enforcement entities are proactively prepared for potential
threats to the New York-New Jersey region.
The states will coordinate with the United States Departments of Homeland Security and
Justice, the FBI, the New York Police Department, and the Port Authority.
The review follows a meeting with New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, local, state and
federal security and law enforcement officials convened by the governors last week, and will

demand and encourage engagement and cooperation with top officials from local, state and
federal law enforcement and public safety offices to continue to keep the region’s public
safety paramount.
The state Homeland Security and State Police leaders are as follows: Col. Rick Fuentes, New
Jersey Superintendent of State Police; Christopher Rodriguez, Director of the New Jersey
Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness; Joseph D'Amico, New York Superintendent
of State Police; Jerome Hauer, Commissioner of the New York Division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Services.
The governors will convene a meeting to review initial recommendations in 10 days. In 30
days, the group will again report directly back to both governors with any and all further
findings and recommendations.
“Given the reality of new and growing threats from overseas, we are going to do everything
we can as leaders of this region to ensure that we are working together, prepared, and can
effectively respond as needed to protect our people, our critical infrastructure, and our hubs of
commerce and business,” said Christie. “Having been a target before, we know that our
security and readiness are absolutely essential to our region. We will be vigilant, proactive,
and thorough in making sure we have effective protocols to seamlessly cooperate,
continuously engage with one another, and work completely hand-in-hand in these efforts will
all of our law enforcement and security partners.”
“Given the New York-New Jersey metropolitan area's history and location attractive to
terrorist groups, we consider the heightening of terrorism activity and tensions between
America and these extremist networks with the highest level of attention,” Cuomo said. “By
undertaking an immediate analysis of all procedures and security measures in light of these
new circumstances, we are taking an important step to proactively anticipate any possible
issues. Between our local, state, and federal partners we have extraordinary capacity and
talent in the security, intelligence and counter terrorism fields and by working together we
will strengthen our protections against the hateful, violent agenda of these terrorist groups.”
The governors established the bi-state group on September 11, noting that in light of the
growth and recent activity of extremist terrorist movements abroad and the potential threat
they pose to each state and their metropolitan area, it was in the best security interest of the
people, infrastructure, and assets of the region to undergo an effort to strengthen existing
security and preparedness coordination.
Agencies participating in the bi-state group include: the New Jersey State Police, the New
Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness, New Jersey Transit, New Jersey State
National Guard, the New York Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services,
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, the New York State Police, the New York
Police Department, Metropolitan Transportation Authority Police, the New York National
Guard, and other law enforcement and public safety agencies. The multi-agency group is
working in conjunction with the FBI's Joint Terrorism Task Forces (JTTFs).

Read more at Christie and Cuomo announce Homeland Security and State Police leaders |
Politicker NJ
http://www.politickernj.com/81416/christie-and-cuomo-announce-homeland-security-andstate-police-leaders
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NY Gov. Andrew Cuomo, NJ Gov. Chris Christie Start Bi-State Security
Agencies to Improve Terrorism Coordination for Metropolitan Region
Latin Post: Sept. 16, 2014 :

The governors of New Jersey and New York announced a multilateral partnership to improve
"security preparedness and coordination."
According to the offices of New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo and New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie, the partnership will include local, state and federal law enforcement and public
safety offices as a result of "recent" extremist terrorist activities overseas and the potential
threat they pose for the metropolitan area. A joint statement from the governors states the
improved partnership will strengthen coordination among the different jurisdictions
responsible for securing entry points considered "high risk."
"With new threats abroad growing from the rise of extremist terrorist organizations, we must
take every step we can to enhance our security infrastructure to effectively prevent the hateful
agenda of these groups from coming onto American soil," Cuomo said.
"With the growing potential threat from overseas, it is essential that we remain vigilant and
ensure we continue to have a carefully coordinated, seamless preparedness and security
operation between our two states and the federal government for the safety of our people, our
region, and our assets."
The assets Christie refers to are the metropolitan area's title as the world's financial capital,
tourist destinations, airports, seaports and railroads.
The governors confirmed they will meet with the Federal Bureau of Investigation's Joint
Terrorism Task Force and the FBI's New York Field Office Assistant Director George
Venizelos. U.S. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson was also invited to
the meeting.
New York State Police Superintendent Joseph D'Amico and Commissioner of the Division of
Homeland Security and Emergency Services Jerome Hauer will lead the partnership. The
partnership between the states includes agencies such as the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey, the New York State Police, the New York Police Department, Metropolitan

Transportation Authority Police and the New York National Guard. New Jersey's lead
representative includes its police superintendent Col. Rick Fuentes and Director of the New
Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness Christopher Rodriguez as well as
representatives from New Jersey's police, transit and National Guard agencies.
"Bringing these groups together will help strengthen the existing efforts of the men and
women who are charged with the protection and security of our region, and ensure that any
potential threat continues to be effectively responded to," Christie said.
"New York and New Jersey stand at the center of the global network of finance, commerce,
and tourism, placing us in a position as an attractive potential terrorist target," Cuomo said.
"These measures will strengthen the coordination between federal, state and local authorities
and by doing so, better protect our citizens from terrorist attacks. I look forward to working
together with our local, state, and federal partners and thank them for their continued efforts
to stand vigilant against threats to our region and citizens."
http://www.latinpost.com/articles/21545/20140916/governor-cuomo-christie-launch-bi-statelaw-enforcement-security-agencies.htm
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Jobs
Hiring Our Heroes Job Fair this week for veterans and military families
Empire State News: Sept. 16, 2014 :

ALBANY – The New York National Guard will host a Hiring Our Heroes Veterans' Job Fair
at the Kingston Armory on Thursday, September 18. More than 45 employers, with more
than 220 jobs to offer to veterans, military spouses and members of the National Guard and
Reserve, will be on hand to meet with interested job applicants.
“Time and time again New Yorkers answer the call of military service and put their lives on
the line to protect this nation and it’s important we do everything we can to support them and
their families,” Governor Andrew Cuomo said. “By bringing employers together to offer
more than 200 jobs, we are setting the stage for these brave men and women to succeed when
they return. I encourage all veterans and military families to attend this job fair on Thursday,
and take a look at the opportunities available to them.”
The Hiring Our Heroes Veterans’ Job Fair starts at 10 a.m. and will run until 1 p.m.
Participating companies include Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union, the Toyota
Dealers Association, Pestmaster Services, and H.O. Penn Machinery.

In the morning, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation will conduct an employment
workshop from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. The employment workshop will consist of a classroom
session followed by one-on-one mentoring sessions with human resources professionals for
all pre-registered participants. Mentoring sessions focus on resume building, resume writing
and interviewing techniques for all job-seeking veteran and service member participants.
Representatives from the Veterans Administration will also be on site to assist veterans with
any questions they have about benefits and health care.
http://www.empirestatenews.net/News2014/20140916-2.htm
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NYS National Guard Hosts Hiring Our Heroes Veterans Job Fair at Kingston
Armory
Hudson Valley Time Warner Cable: Sept. 18, 2014 :

KINGSTON, N.Y. -- The New York State National Guard plays host to Military veterans and
their spouses for the Hiring our Heroes Veterans Job Fair at the Kingston Armory.
The job fair helped connect them with more than 45 employers offering more than 220 jobs.
Organizers say it's important to help former members of the military and their families be
successful after their military career is over.
"The bottom line benefit is to get veterans employed. The country owes them a little bit. They
went out and put their life on the line to go ahead and serve the country and now it's time for
the country to serve them," said Robert VanPelt, Transition Assistant Advisor, N.Y. National
Guard.
"Where else can a veteran go as a one stop shopping venue to see employers, engage with
potential employers, engage with services relasted to employment. Anywhere else a veteran
has to navigate his way around an employment system that they are probably not familiar
with," said Steve Massee, Director-Ulster County Veterans Agency.
Participants also got to learn about the New York National Guard Job Zone Program.
It helps the soldiers with their resumes and teaches employers about the benefits of hiring a
veteran.
http://hudsonvalley.twcnews.com/content/news/770290/nys-national-guard-hosts-hiring-ourheroes-veterans-job-fair-at-kingston-armory/
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Hiring Our Heroes’ job fair for veterans at the Kingston Armory Sept. 18
Daily Freeman: Sept. 16, 2014 :

KINGSTON -- The New York National Guard will host a “Hiring Our Heroes Veterans’ Job
Fair” at the Kingston Armory on Thursday, Sept. 18.
More than 45 employers, with more than 220 jobs to offer to veterans, military spouses and
members of the National Guard and Reserve, will be on hand to meet with interested job
applicants. The event will run from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Kingston National Guard Armory,
25 Kiersted Ave. Participating companies include Mid-Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union,
the Toyota Dealers Association, Pestmaster Services, and H.O. Penn Machinery.
Registration and more information is available online at
www.uschamberfoundation.org/event/kingston-ny.
Before the job fair, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation will hold an employment
workshop and mentoring sessions for all pre-registered participants from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.
http://www.dailyfreeman.com/general-news/20140915/hiring-our-heroes-job-fair-forveterans-at-the-kingston-armory-sept-18
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New York Air National Guard
Director of the ANG addresses AFA Air & Space Conference
Air Force. mil: Sept. 16, 2014 :

During his address, Clarke discussed current operations and end strength, but focused mostly
on the people and Airmen.
Clarke shared that the ANG supports federal and state missions with 105,400 members in 89
wings, spread throughout the 50 United States and three territories and the District of
Columbia. ANG membership is comprised of 12 percent Air Active Guard Reserve, 18
percent technicians, and 70 percent drill status Guardsmen.
The general introduced his three-part “balanced strategy,” focused on the ANGs position in
the total Air Force as a proven choice, the first choice and an enduring choice.

“The first point of the balanced strategy is the Air National Guard is a proven choice for the
war fight and overseas operations,” Clarke said. “I didn’t say the only choice; I didn’t say the
best choice. I said a proven choice for the war fight.”
“(We are the proven choice) for a lot of reasons … the main one being the Air Force makes
sure we are,” Clarke said.
To help illustrate this, Clarke established that Airmen serving in the ANG have earned
twenty-five Silver Stars since the ANG’s start in 1967 and 1,116 Bronze Stars since
September 11, 2001. In 2014 alone, Clarke awarded three Silver Stars and 34 Bronze Stars.
Clarke used real-world stories of the ANG’s most recent recipients of the Silver Star, which
included Master Sgt. Michael Sears, a member of the New Jersey ANG, and Master Sgt.
Roger Sparks from the Alaska ANG. Sears and Sparks are Guard Airmen who risked their
lives to save lives in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.
Sears was assigned to an Explosive Ordinance Disposal unit. While traveling in a convoy, he
defused two improvised explosive devices, but his convoy was later attacked. Injured and
under fire, Sears saved others all while continuing to fight back for hours.
Sparks’ story was similar, in that he provided life-safety care for others, while under fire and
after being hit by a rocket propelled grenade. He never left, until he was the last one, saving
the lives of others.
Clarke also recognized members of the Oregon Air National Guard, the 125th Special Tactics
Squadron, including Tech. Sgt. George Thompson, Staff Sgt. Chris Jones, Staff Sgt. Matt
Matlock and Tech. Sgt. Douglas Matthews.
“If you know anything about the special tactics world … you understand that they work with
special operations forces in a variety of scenarios and often can be very complex,” he said.
Clarke, shared the words of a Navy Seal admiral, who said, “’he gets more out of the special
tactics squadron, from the Air Force, than anybody else.” Clarke noted that this is a heck of
an accomplishment.
He made special note of Tech. Sgt. Matthews, a Special Tactics Airman, who was recognized
as an ANG 2014 Outstanding Airman of the Year, and an Air Force Outstanding Airman of
the Year. Matthews was in a firefight with the Taliban in Afghanistan, and saved lives, called
in air support, and refused evacuation despite injuries, until the excursion was over.
As the second point of the ANG balanced strategy, Clarke stated that the Air National Guard
is the first choice for homeland operations and domestic response.
“We are constitutionally organized that way,” he noted.

Clarke mentioned the Air Guard C-130 Spectre’s used to fight wildfires in the West, ongoing
search-and-rescue missions in Alaska and ongoing Southwest border operations.
“If you have a Guardsman returning from a deployment from Afghanistan, the very next day
they could be responding to tornado, flood or hurricane, or something at home … and doing
that again, with a part time force,” he said. “”It’s a remarkable organization with remarkable
people.”
Introducing the final third of the ANG balanced strategy, Clarke heralded the ANG as an
enduring choice for security cooperation and building partnerships.
Clarke pointed to the Guard’s State Partnership Program, or SPP, in which states have
enduring long-term relations with countries with similar values and interests, paramount for
meeting defense goals in today’s global environment.
“No one else can provide the enduring relationships that we build,” he said using specific
state SPP programs as examples. This included Arizona’s SPP with Kazakhstan, Rhode
Island’s SPP with the Bahamas, and Missouri’s SPP with Panama.
He mentioned a visit in March 2014 to the 105th Airlift Wing, Stuart Air Base, New York
ANG. He showed a picture of members of the base, who were deployed last year to Bagram
Airfield in Afghanistan; he noted that, during the deployment, the Wing tragically lost a
member in a firefight on Sept. 5.
The squadron includes a family of a mother, father and son who are “Air National Guard
family….you’ll see that quite often,” he said
Clarke emphasized the seamless integration with the total Air Force and the unique ANG
strengths and capabilities, as result of both state and federal missions. He discussed that the
ANG’s experienced Guard Airmen and a unique community-based organization with a dualrole, dual-use, unit structured, unit-equipped construct, which enables the ANG to excel.
Clarke also emphasized the importance of active associations with the active duty Air Force.
Clarke highlighted that members of the activity duty Air Force, who have decided to separate
from active duty, are often recruited right into the ANG. He also pointed out that ANG
members are not often moved or retrained, giving them long-term experience and expertise in
their career fields.
Almost 100 percent of the ANG’s equipment can be used for both federal and state mission
support, and Clarke emphasized the community-based force across the United States and
territories.
“This builds trust between the military and America, and lends community support to military
efforts at home and abroad,” he said.

Clarke also addressed concern about recapitalization the ANG’s aging fleet, as well as the
National Guard Reserve and Equipment Account, or NGREA, and the importance of these
monies for the warfighter or domestic operator. He noted the aging fleet with aircraft average
ages of about 30 years for the F-15C Eagle; about 24 years for the F-16C Fighting Falcon;
about 23 years for HH-60G Pave Hawk; and about 53 years for the KC-135R Stratotanker.
He specifically pointed to the Illinois ANG’s 126th Air Refueling Wing and their aging and
limited number of KC-135’s, but all working, comparing the aircraft to his personal, antique
1961 Corvette.
“Yes, I love that car,” he said. “It looks cool … It turns on a dime, turns heads and runs like
the wind … but I don’t trust it beyond 10 miles. But we’re asking Airmen to fly these 1961
tankers and older … across thousands of miles, over open ocean, at night, sometimes in
adverse conditions, and they do a great job, but it’d be much nicer if we recapitalized and
didn’t have to fly airplanes that were much older than the members themselves.”
NGREA was another area of emphasis expressed by Clarke.
“NGREA allows the Air National Guard to put the right capability in the hands of the
warfighter or domestic responder – now,” he said.
He cited a list of NGREA initiatives, to include: the Mobile Emergency Operations Center,
fatality search and rescue teams, Expeditionary Medical Support modernization, Joint
Incident Site Communications Capability, disaster relief bed-down sets, Security Forces Lessthan-Lethal Kits, firefighting equipment, disaster relief mobile kitchen trailers and Common
Operation Picture system.
Clarke concluded with a photo of three Airmen -- one guardsman, one reservist, and one
active-duty --that Gen. Mark A Welsh III, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force had previously
shown. He pointed out there is no difference in their appearance, and that all three are serving
in either the office of the Secretary of the Air Force or the Chief of Staff of the Air Force.
“Yes, there is strength in the three components Air Force,” he said.
Clarke also recognized the Air National Guard’s 2014 Outstanding Airmen of the Year,
including Senior Airman Christian Goldsmith, Airman of the Year, New Mexico ANG; Tech.
Sgt. Douglas Matthews, Non-commissioned Officer of the Year, Oregon ANG; Master Sgt.
Joseph Ashwood, Senior Non-commissioned Officer of the Year, Texas ANG; Master Sgt.
Linda Schwartzlow, First Sergeant of the Year, Wisconsin ANG; Tech. Sgt. Amy Ough,
Honor Guard Member of the Year, New York ANG; and Master Sgt. David Coker, Honor
Guard Program Manager of the Year, Wisconsin ANG. He made special note of Tech. Sgt.
Matthews, who also recognized as an Air Force Outstanding Airman of the Year.
The well-received speech ended with a video on ANG and Air Force Airman of the Year,
Tech. Sgt. Douglas Matthews, with combat footage from his life-saving firefight in
Afghanistan in November 2012, for which Matthews was awarded the Silver Star.

“I am so proud to serve with these real-world heroes, these Guard Airmen,” he said.
http://www.af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/tabid/223/Article/497457/director-of-the-angaddresses-afa-air-space-conference.aspx
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US Air Force celebrates 67 years of service
Fox News: Sept. 18, 2014 :

US Air Force celebrates 67 years of service
Fox News Video of Air Force Birthday Cake Cutting features New York Air National Guard
members
9/18/14
http://video.foxnews.com/v/3792032577001/us-air-force-celebrates-67-years-ofservice/?playlist_id=930909787001#sp=show-clips&v=3792032577001
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New York Army National Guard
Duty Calls: Iraq war veteran becomes state's top enlisted soldier
Times Union, Sept. 14, 2014:

Louis Wilson of Rochester has become the command sergeant major of the 10,500-member
New York Army National Guard.
Wilson replaced Command Sgt. Maj. Frank Wicks of West Sand Lake during a transfer of
responsibility ceremony at the Joint Force Headquarters in Latham.
Both soldiers are Iraq war veterans with more than 70 years of combined military service.
As the state command sergeant major, Wilson is the top enlisted soldier in the New York
Army National Guard and serves as the advisor to Maj. Gen. Patrick Murphy, adjutant
general.

Wilson now advises Murphy on enlisted-related issues, particularly those affecting training
and quality of life. He travels throughout the state observing training and talking to soldiers
and their families.
Wilson, a member of the New York Army National Guard for 38 years, previously served as
the command sergeant major of the 4,300-member 53rd Troop Command, headquartered at
Camp Smith Training Site near Peekskill. That command has units located across the state,
including in the Capital Region.
He has served as the command sergeant major of 1st Battalion, 156th Field Artillery in
Kingston, the Engineer Brigade of the 42nd Infantry Division in Buffalo and the 153rd Troop
Command, also in Buffalo.
Wilson has held the top enlisted position since 2011. He joined the New York Army National
Guard in January 1976 as an artilleryman, and was first assigned to the 1st Battalion, 2089th
Field Artillery, in Rochester.
He deployed to Tikrit, Iraq, in 2004 and 2005 with the engineer brigade of the 42nd Infantry
Division.
Wilson is a 2002 graduate of the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy and has earned an
associate degree in food service administration from Monroe Community College. He retired
from the Rochester Police Department after 20 years on the force.
Wilson has earned a Bronze Star Medal, a Meritorious Service Medal, an Army
Commendation Medal, an Army Achievement Medal, a Good Conduct Medal, two Army
Reserve Components Achievement Medals, a Meritorious Unit Commendation Award, the
New York State Conspicuous Service Cross, a Combat Action Badge, a New York State
Commendation Medal with Silver Shield Device, a New York State Aid to Civil Authority,
and a New York State Humanitarian Medal.
Wicks earned a Bronze Star Medal, two Meritorious Service Medals, three Army
Commendation Medals, two Army Achievement Medals, two Good Conduct Medals, five
Army Reserve Components Achievement Medals, a Humanitarian Service Medal and a
Combat Infantry Badge before retirement.
Patriot Ruckmarch
A 26-mile Patriot Ruckmarch will be hosted by Heroes at Home: PFC Joseph Dwyer Peer
Support Program for Veterans and Families at 7:30 a.m. Saturday at the Poestenkill Fire
Company, 182 Main St., Poestenkill.
Heroes at Home provides peer support to anyone who has served in the military as well as
their families.

"The program ensures a healthy and successful reintegration for all members of the military
and their loved ones by addressing issues related to post traumatic stress, building resiliency,
fostering hope and encouraging connectedness; reducing stigma and preventing suicide," said
Amy Molloy, Heroes at Home director.
Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. The registration fee is $25 and benefits Heroes at Home.
Participants will walk from the Poestenkill Fire Company at 8 a.m. to the Grafton Fire Hall,
581 County Route 8, Cropseyville, and back to Poestenkill Fire Company.
"The Patriot Ruckmarch is not just for service members and veterans," she adds. "Anyone
looking for a challenge is encouraged to participate. The added benefit is to honor the military
by doing something that all our service members have all done — endured physical
challenges."
Heroes at Home is one of 11 state-funded programs providing peer support and services to
anyone who has served, especially those who served in combat.
For information on the Ruckmarch, call John Holmes at 545-6781 or Sean Baxter at 2797861.
Precision soldier
Army Spc. Joshua McMahon of Lake George will be among more than 300 soldiers who will
perform during Spirit of America shows at 10:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Friday and at 2 and 7:30
p.m. Saturday at the Times Union Center in Albany.
McMahon will perform as a member of the Old Guard's U.S. Army Drill Team. He will be
one of four soloist drillers of the 16-member team. The soldier, son of Paul and Ruth
McMahon of Lake George, enlisted in the Army in 2013.
Other soldiers assigned to elite ceremonial units, such as the Commander-in-Chief's battle reenactors, U.S. Army Band and the Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps, will perform during the
free patriotic shows. To request free tickets, visit http://www.timesunioncenter-albany.com.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-Iraq-war-veteran-becomes-state-s-top5755328.php
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