105th Airlift Wing
Two airmen killed in Afghanistan receive Bronze Stars with Valor:
Air Force Times, Feb. 4, 2016

Bronze Star for Valor Awarded to Two New York Air National Guard Airmen Killed in
Afghanistan:
Military Spot.com , Feb. 4, 2016

No clues yet on Sullivan County's car-shaking boom:
Record on line, Feb. 1, 2016

Air Reserve Station Discussed with Top US Air Force Official:
Military.com, Feb 01, 2016

107th Airlift Wing
Schumer: 'The eagle has landed' for Falls Air Base:
Niagara Gazette , Feb. 5, 2016

ESGR
On the Bright Side: Pentagon honors Bassett for supporting soldiers:
The Daily Star, Jan. 29, 2016

New York Army National Guard
'Cut-out' Anti-Drone Protest Brings Arrests:
Consortium News, January 31, 2016

Black History Month One-On-One: Brig. Gen. George Jones:
CBS New York, February 1, 2016

Active, Guard, Reserve Leaders Sign Landmark Charter:
AmeriForce Publishing, Feb. 2, 2016

Monongahela church to honor first black National Guard member: Bethel AME raising money
for a monument to William Catlin:
Monongahela Observer-Reporter, Feb. 5, 2016

105th Airlift Wing
Two airmen killed in Afghanistan receive Bronze Stars with Valor
Air Force Times, Feb. 4, 2016:

Two airmen killed in Afghanistan in December have been posthumously awarded the Bronze
Star Medal with “V”, the Air National Guard announced Thursday.
Staff Sgt. Louis M. Bonacasa and Tech Sgt. Joseph G. Lemm, both with the 105th Security
Forces Squadron at Stewart Air National Guard Base, New York, have been honored with the
nation's fourth highest military decoration for valor “for saving the lives of other airmen at the
cost of their own,” the Guard said.
Lemm, 45, and Bonacasa, 31, and four other airmen were killed when a suicide bomber
rammed an explosive-laden motorcycle into a joint patrol with Afghan security forces on Dec.
21, 2015, outside of Bargram Air Field.
“When the insurgent made a sudden stop, just 15 feet from the dismounted patrol, Lemm and
Bonacasa immediately ‘and with complete disregard for their own safety’ took positions
between the assailant and their team members, absorbing the brunt of the ensuing explosion
and shielding other members of their team from fatal wounds,” according to the award
citation.
Two other U.S. troops and an Afghan were wounded in the attack.
"They selflessly gave their lives in defense of our country and they are our true American
heroes," Maj. Alta Caputo, commander of the 105th Base Defense Squadron, said in the
release.
Lemm enlisted in the 105th Airlift Wing in 2008, serving with the 105th Base Defense
Squadron as a security forces member. He had previously served in the military from 1988 to
1996, according to the Guard. He was also a New York City police detective.
Bonacasa enlisted in the active Air Force in 2002 and transitioned to the New York Air
National Guard's 106th Security Forces Squadron, at Francis S. Gabreski Air National Guard
Base in 2008. He joined the 105th Base Defense Squadron in 2010.
Both men had two deployments each to both Afghanistan and Iraq between them.
"The tragic loss of six airmen casts a dark shadow over our Air Force this holiday season,"
Air Force Secretary Deborah Lee James said the day after the attack.
"Our deepest sympathies go out to the families of these brave Americans who died in service
to this vital mission, and our thoughts remain with all of our troops serving overseas during
this holiday season so that we may have peace and security at home," Defense Secretary Ash
Carter, echoing James, said in a statement.
Four of the six airmen were OSI agents, making the attack "the deadliest day in our
command's history," Brig. Gen. Keith Givens, OSI commander, said on Dec. 22.

http://www.airforcetimes.com/story/military/2016/02/04/two-airmen-killed-afghanistanreceive-bronze-stars-valor/79819066/
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Bronze Star for Valor Awarded to Two New York Air National Guard Airmen
Killed in Afghanistan
Military Spot.com , Feb. 4, 2016:

Two Airmen from the New York Air National Guard’s 105th Airlift Wing have been
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Medal with “V” device for saving the lives of other
Airmen at the cost of their own.
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Lemm, Staff Sgt. Louis Bonacasa and four other Airmen were killed in
action in Afghanistan on Dec. 21, 2015, when a suicide bomber on an explosive-laden
motorcycle attacked their patrol outside Bagram Air Field.
When the insurgent made a sudden stop, just 15 feet from the dismounted patrol, Lemm and
Bonacasa immediately “and with complete disregard for their own safety” took positions
between the assailant and their team members, absorbing the brunt of the ensuing explosion
and shielding other members of their team from fatal wounds, according to the award citation.
Lemm and Bonacasa were among seven security forces Airmen tasked to provide security for
a team of Air Force Office of Special Investigations special agents and linguists who were on
an intelligence-gathering mission in a village approximately 6 kilometers outside of Bagram
Air Field.
“They selflessly gave their lives in defense of our country and they are our true American
heroes,” said Maj. Alta Caputo, commander of the 105th Base Defense Squadron.
The Bronze Star is the nation’s fourth highest award for valor.
“Leading a team of passionate defenders, they took on the most challenging mission for
themselves and epitomized the concept of leading from the front, a concept that has distinct
risks that they both acknowledged and embraced,” said Col. Timothy LaBarge, the 105th
Airlift Wing commander. “Their example and sacrifice will never be forgotten as we do our
part, on behalf of a grateful nation, to thank and memorialize them in perpetuity.”
The 105th Airlift Wing held dignified transfer ramp ceremonies for Lemm and Bonacasa
during the week after Christmas 2015.

A Stewart C-17 cargo plane flew Lemm’s remains to Stewart Air National Guard Base on
Dec. 28.
His casket was transferred from the aircraft to a waiting hearse.
In attendance were hundreds of military members stationed at Stewart and a large contingent
of police officers from the New York City Police Department, where Lemm was a detective.
“Tech. Sgt. Lemm is a hero,” LaBarge said at Lemm’s transfer ramp ceremony. “He lived his
life as a hero. He returns as a hero. But that fact makes today only marginally easier – it does
not erase the pain. Not by a long shot.”
Lemm, 45, was a resident of West Harrison, New York, and enlisted in the 105th Airlift Wing
in 2008, serving his entire time with the 105th Base Defense Squadron as a security forces
member. He had previously served in the military from 1988 to 1996.
His prior deployment experience included missions to Afghanistan from January to June 2013
and to Iraq from June to December 2011.
On Jan. 1, members of the 105th Airlift Wing traveled to Francis S. Gabreski Air National
Guard Base at West Hampton Beach, New York, to transfer the remains of Bonacasa.
Members of the 105th Airlift Wing, the 106th Rescue Wing and various first responders were
in attendance.
“Duty threw down the gauntlet that fateful day, and Louis refused to compromise the safety
of his fellow warriors nor the future safety of his wife or daughter,” LaBarge said at
Bonacasa’s transfer ramp ceremony.
Bonacasa, 30, was a resident of Coram, New York. He enlisted in the active Air Force in
2002 and transitioned to the New York Air National Guard’s 106th Security Forces Squadron,
at Francis S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in 2008. He joined the 105th Base Defense
Squadron in 2010.
He deployed to Afghanistan from January to June 2013, and to Iraq from June to December
2011.
Members of the 105th Base Defense Squadron have a unique mission. They provide security
for air bases by conducting missions “outside the wire” and employ equipment and tactics
similar to Army infantry Soldiers.
LaBarge said the 105th Airlift Wing is the only Air National Guard unit in the nation to have
this mission, and one of only two in the entire Air Force.
“Typically speaking, that is a mission that would be done by the Marines, or the Army, and in
some cases some of the Navy security forces,” LaBarge said.

Lemm and Bonacasa are the 34th and 35th members of the New York National Guard to die
in combat since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. They are the second and third members of the
New York Air National Guard to die in combat.
The first New York Air National Guard Airman to die in combat was Staff Sgt. Todd J.
Lobraico Jr., who was killed while operating in the vicinity of Bagram Air Field Sept. 3,
2013. Like Lemm and Bonacasa, he was a member of the 105th Base Defense Squadron.
Since Sept. 11, 2001, 12 members of the New York Army and Air National Guard have died
while deployed in Afghanistan.
Lemm and Bonacasa were also posthumously awarded a number of New York state awards
for the Dec. 21 engagement. The two were also made honorary OSI agents.
“Joe and Bones, you have joined our Guardians in the sky who will forever be watching over
us. You are both severely missed and you will never be forgotten,” Caputo said.
http://www.militaryspot.com/news/bronze-star-for-valor-awarded-to-two-new-york-airnational-guard-airmen-killed-in-afghanistan#sthash.TrwhTkPt.dpuf
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No clues yet on Sullivan County's car-shaking boom
Record on line, Feb. 1, 2016 :

MONTICELLO - The mystery of what caused the loud boom that shook Sullivan County
remained on Monday.
Military officials as well as county officials returned to their offices with few clues to offer on
what was responsible for the sonic boom-like disturbance that rocked portions of Sullivan
County late Saturday night?
"No new information," according to Dick Martinkovic, Sullivan County's commissioner of
public safety.
"We haven't received any phone calls and we haven't received any information about what the
cause was," said Heather Brown, a county research analyst who conveyed a message from
County Manager Joshua Potosek.
Whatever the noise was, it was powerful enough to shake the Monticello police station. It was
even felt by officers seated in their patrol cars.

People reported hearing the boom from Liberty to Cuddebackville, which are more than 30
miles apart.
Calls and emails to the Federal Aviation Administration resulted in this response.
"A sonic boom would only come from a military aircraft. You need to contact the military;
we don't regulate their operations," said Ian Gregor, FAA spokesman.
Was the Air National Guard conducting flight tests out of Stewart Airport?
Their response: It wasn't them.
"The Air National Guard doesn't operate high-performance aircraft, so I can't speak to that,"
said Col. Richard Goldenberg, an Air National Guard spokesman.
The Navy conducted flight tests on the F-35 fighter jet last week, which were heard by much
of the eastern seaboard, but the Navy said it didn't fly over Sullivan County.
"We were not flying at all on Saturday night," said Shawn Graham, Navy public affairs
specialist based in Patuxent, Md., which is the closest naval air station to New York.
http://www.recordonline.com/article/20160201/NEWS/160209920
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Air Reserve Station Discussed with Top US Air Force Official
Military.com, Feb 01, 2016:

A pair of Democratic U.S. senators representing New York held a call Thursday with the U.S.
Secretary of the Air Force, encouraging her to prioritize the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station
as considerations are made for new military missions for fiscal year 2017.
In a joint release, Sens. Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand said they spoke with U.S.
Secretary of the Air Force Debra Lee James and asked her to consider the air base as the next
home for KC-135 tankers. Schumer and Gillibrand said, until 2008, the KC-135 was flown
out of NFARS and still has infrastructure that would allow it to take on the mission again as
the Air Force deploys the new KC-46A tanker and looks for new locations to house the KC135s that are being relocated.
"The Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station fulfils a key role in our nation's security and provides
many good-paying jobs to the residents of Western New York. This base has it all -- the
existing infrastructure, the strategic location and the first-class workforce -- and that makes it
the clear choice to be the next home for the USAF's KC-135 tanker fleet. The K-135s would

enhance the NFARS mission for the next two decades as the USAF tanker fleet is upgraded,"
Schumer said.
In addition to being a cost-effective option, Schumer and Gillibrand argued that the Niagara
Falls base's strategic location near five border crossings (with Canada), five potential
refueling routes, and a large contingent of potential customers makes it a very strong choice
to better serve the Air Force.
NFARS is a joint location, hosting both the Air Force Reserve and National Guard. The
base's current fleet only includes the C-130H aircraft, which have been flown extensively
over a number of years, and the MQ-9 Reaper Remotely Piloted Aircraft. Technological
upgrades have paved the way for a
newer model of tankers, the KC-46A, to become prominently featured in the fleets at other
bases.
Schumer and Gillibrand said the air base would be the most logical home for the KC-135,
which it has already flown in the past, as the Air Force looks to deploy the KC-46A and
redeploy the existing KC-135 fleet. Schumer and Gillibrand said the base features
infrastructure associated with housing
tankers, including a $26 million dollar aircraft refueling system. This would make the
transition of these aircraft to Niagara Falls easy and financially beneficial to the Air Force.
Schumer and Gillibrand said that the base's location would allow these tankers to refuel other
military aircraft flying out of any base in the northeastern United States. This would increase
the operational capability of the air base, allowing for a greater number and wider variety of
missions to be flown out of the region.
The senators said the base is also the largest employer in Niagara County, employing 2,600
people, with a total economic impact of more than $143 million annually, and adding aircraft
to the base's arsenal would only help to increase its local economic contribution.
The base functions as a joint military and civilian use international airport with the military
providing snow removal, maintenance support, fire crash and rescue and weather support.
Placing additional aircraft at NFARS would dramatically increase the amount of jobs and
opportunities for tourism in the Buffalo-Niagara area, the senators said.
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/02/01/falls-air-base-discussed-top-us-air-forceofficial.html
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107th Airlift Wing

Schumer: 'The eagle has landed' for Falls Air Base
Niagara Gazette , Feb. 5, 2016:

Efforts to secure the long-term viability of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station received a
big boost Thursday following the announcement of a plan to send eight KC-135 tanker planes
to the facility. U.S. Senators Charles E. Schumer and Kirsten E. Gillibrand announced that the
U.S. Air Force has agreed to send the tanker planes to replace the airbase's aging cargo fleet.
"The eagle has landed for the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station," Schumer said during an
interview with the Niagara Gazette following Thursday's announcement. "I've been working
on this for a year. This is our future."
The move follows months of lobbying by Schumer, Gillibrand and other local, state and
federal officials who have been pushing for additional support for the airbase for years. In
making their arguments, Schumer and Gillibrand suggested the airbase's existing
infrastructure and the local workforce makes the base a perfect fit for supporting additional
transport and refueling plane missions. In addition to being a cost-effective option, Schumer
and Gillibrand promoted the airbase's strategic location, noting that it is located near five
border crossings, five potential refueling routes and a large contingent of potential customers.
"We needed a new modern fleet and the KC-135s fit us like a glove because we have all the
infrastructure that's needed for them," Schumer said. Funding for the new mission is expected
to be included in President Barack Obama's 2017 budget. Schumer said there's no firm
timetable on the actual transfer of the planes, but the move is expected to happen "soon."
He credited officials in Niagara County, including members of the local airbase advocacy
group, the Niagara Military Affairs Council, with proving to federal officials the importance
of the base and demonstrating the resources it offers. He characterized the arrival of the
tankers as a "firewall" against future Base Realignment and Closure processes in the Falls,
saying he is confident it will protect existing jobs and create new ones. The airbase is the
largest employer in Niagara County, employing 2,600 people, with a total economic impact of
more than $143 million annually.
"I want to thank the whole Niagara County community, including NIMAC, which did such a
great job in helping us," Schumer said. The Falls airbase is a joint location, hosting both the
Air Force Reserve and National Guard. The base’s current fleet only includes the C-130H
aircraft, which have been flown extensively over a number of years, and the MQ-9 Reaper
Remotely Piloted Aircraft. Technological upgrades have paved the way for a newer model of
tankers, the KC-46A, to become prominently featured in the fleets at other bases.
Schumer and Gillibrand both previously argued to high-ranking Air Force officials that the
Falls air base would be the most logical home for the KC-135, which it has already flown in
the past, as the Air Force looks to deploy the KC-46A and redeploy the existing KC-135 fleet.
They noted that the base features infrastructure associated with housing tankers, including a
$26 million dollar aircraft refueling system.

"The Air Force made the right decision to bring KC-135 tankers back to the Niagara Falls
Air Reserve Station," said Gillibrand, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee. "I
fought to ensure that these tankers are returned to where they belong in Western New York,
wrote letters, held meetings and made calls to urge top Air Force officials to prioritize
NFARS for this mission. NFARS is the perfect location for the KC-135s. It is an important
economic engine that supports local jobs and plays a vital role in our national defense, and I
am pleased to see the Air Force heeded our call to house the KC-135 fleet at this base."
http://www.niagara-gazette.com/news/tanker-planes-heading-to-fallsairbase/article_b5910ca2-cb57-11e5-9c11-c31709a2d08a.html
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ESGR
On the Bright Side: Pentagon honors Bassett for supporting soldiers
The Daily Star, Jan. 29, 2016 :

The Bassett Healthcare Network received recognition Thursday for going "above and
beyond," through a Department of Defense initiative, according to a media release.
The Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR) Above and Beyond Award was
presented Thursday to Bassett by Major General Patrick Murphy, Adjutant General of New
York State.
Bassett was nominated for the award by Dr. William LeCates, medical director at Bassett
Medical Center in Cooperstown. He is a lieutenant colonel in the New York Army National
Guard and has completed three deployments since 2013.
The ceremony took place at the Cooperstown facility.
"Bassett has shown outstanding support for its drilling and deploying reservists for many
years," he said in a media release. "Employees at every level give selflessly of their time and
energy. Thanks to the kindness of my co-workers, I am able to deploy with peace of mind
knowing that my patients will receive the best care possible, and that my family will receive
whatever extra help might be needed during my absence."
The ESGR is a Department of Defence office created in 1972 to promote cooperation and
understanding between Reserve Component Service members and their civilian employers,
according to its website.

In making the presentation, Murphy said, "Through your support of Lt. Col. LeCates and
others, you have impacted countless lives. Our gratitude is represented in the awarding of
Above and Beyond to Bassett."
Murphy leads 16,000 members of the New York Army and Air National Guard and almost
3,500 members of the New York Naval Militia and New York Guard, a state volunteer force.
He said, "The sacrifices of those of us that wear the uniform as well as the sacrifices of our
families are just one part of the equation. The support system we have back home when we
serve is critically important; all of you are there for our servicemen and women every day
making it possible for us
to deploy in service to our country."
In accepting the award, Bassett President and Chief Executive Officer Dr. Vance M. Brown
said, "I thank the men and women who protect our nation, and recognize their service. The
sacrifices, however, don't end there. When one of our employees is deployed in service to our
country, so many others step
up back here at home and take on the extra responsibility of filling that void. We also need to
honor the families our military men and women leave behind; the sacrifices they make
classify them as true heroes."
LeCates, who joined the New York Army National Guard in 2008, deployed to Afghanistan
in 2010 and 2013 and most recently returned from serving in Liberia last year.
The Above and Beyond Award is presented by ESGR State Committees to recognize
employers at the local level who have gone above and beyond the legal requirements of the
Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA) by providing
their Guard and Reserve employees additional, non-mandated benefits such as differential or
full pay to offset lost wages, extended health benefits, and other similar benefits.
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/local_news/on-the-bright-side-pentagon-honors-bassettfor-supporting-soldiers/article_7c5dffa4-6a54-5f8e-8b79-23028a3651eb.html
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New York Army National Guard
'Cut-out' Anti-Drone Protest Brings Arrests
Consortium News, January 31, 2016:

The U.S. government's lethal drone program continues to spark protests from anti-war
activists, including a novel "blockade" outside upstate New York's Hancock air base where a
dozen protesters arrayed life-size cut-outs of the late anti-war activist Jerry Berrigan and
faced arrest.
On Jan. 28, 30 life-size cutouts of the late anti-war activist Jerry Berrigan - brother of Dan
and Phil Berrigan - blockaded the main entrance of Hancock Air National Guard Base outside
Syracuse, New York, where Jerry Berrigan lived. The cutouts of Jerry Berrigan were
accompanied by 12 live nonviolent drone resisters, who were arrested after blockading for an
hour and a half.
Jerry Berrigan, who died on July 26, 2015 at the age of 95, dedicated his life - as did his
brothers Dan and Phil Berrigan - to Jesus's command to love one another. Jerry Berrigan
came to the base on a bi-weekly basis whenever he was able, in his words, "to remind the
base commander of our government's pledge under the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, a
treaty to safeguard non-combatant's well-being in any warzone in which U.S. forces are
engaged in combat."
Berrigan also sought "to register horror and indignation at reports of bombing missions by
drones in Afghanistan and Pakistan which resulted in the deaths of many innocent civilians;
men, women and children."
Those arrested and jailed for standing with the Memorial were Beth Adams, Bev Rice, Bill
Ofenloch, Brian Hynes, Charley Bowman, Ed Kinane, James Ricks, Joan Pleune, Joan
Wages, Pete Perry, Steve Baggarly, and Ray McGovern. They were all charged with one
misdemeanor and two violations,
with the exception of Bev Rice and Joan Pleune, who were both charged with an additional
misdemeanor (for allegedly violating an order of protection taken out by the base
commander).
In 2008, Jerry Berrigan was asked if there was anything he would change in is life. Jerry
replied, "I would have resisted more often and been arrested more often." The activists
brought his image to the gates to remember that this is where he would be, speaking out and
putting his body on the line to say a clear "NO" to killing. His widow was among the
supporters on Thursday.
The group also remembered Mary Anne Grady Flores, who is serving a six-month sentence
for violating an order of protection, taken out by the colonel at Hancock Air Base. As the
protesters noted, courts in rural New York apparently believe that a colonel at this highly
armed base needs protection from nonviolent citizens calling attention to the drone killings.
Evidence mounts regarding the illegality of U.S. drone policies, from the "Drone Papers"
published by The Intercept, to the four drone pilots who have come forward to speak out
about what this policy is doing.

Americans dependent on the New York Times and other mainstream media outlets know next
to nothing about the drone killings, much less those who believe them to be crimes, the
protesters noted.
The activists tried to deliver a letter addressed to the Hancock military personnel, stating
"Under the U.S. Uniform Code of Military Justice you must not be complicit in these crimes
against peace, crimes against humanity and war crimes. In fact, you are required to disobey
unlawful orders from a superior."
Hancock Air Base deploys hunter/killer Reaper drones 24/7 over Afghanistan and probably
elsewhere, the protesters said, calling these weaponized robotic drones instruments of terror
because they perpetrate extrajudicial killings, violate due process, violate national
sovereignty, and kill non-combatants and civilians.
https://consortiumnews.com/2016/01/31/cut-out-anti-drone-protest-brings-arrests/
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Black History Month One-On-One: Brig. Gen. George Jones
CBS New York, February 1, 2016:

NEW YORK (1010 WINS) - He battled racism in the Army to rise through the ranks to
brigadier general and faced racism at home only to return and serve his community.
Now, Brig. Gen. George Jones has a statue and street named in his honor. He is also one of
this year's 1010 WINS Black History Month honorees.
Raised in Harlem, Jones told 1010 WINS' Larry Mullins he was just 16 years old when he
joined the New York National Guard in 1939.
"I could make some money at a point in time when men with families didn't have any money.
I was really the man," Jones said.
But that 16-year-old man had overlooked one important thing: "I had no idea that we were
going to war 14 months later."
That was only the first of many wake up calls throughout his life, Jones said.
After becoming a National Guard assistant company clerk, Jones said it wasn't long before he
faced racism.

After showing up to his first duty station in Ontario, Canada the regimental commander
leveled a racial slur at Jones.
The military wasn't the only place Jones faced adversity, though. Jones said he was once
refused service at a New York restaurant.
"New York was really Up South," he said.
But as Mullins reported, Jones gathered the stones of racism and built a mountain of
integrity.
Jones is military success personified, a highly decorated veteran with over half a dozen
awards that include American Defense Service Medal, Japan Occupation Medal and a U.N.
Service Medal.
Jones also went on to lead the Vulcan Society and serve 20 years with the FDNY. He
recently concluded 18 years as Board Chairman of the Urban League of Long Island and is
still looking for ways to serve his community.
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2016/02/01/black-history-month-interview-george-jones/
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Active, Guard, Reserve Leaders Sign Landmark Charter
AmeriForce Publishing, Feb. 2, 2016 :

As a part of the Army Total Force Policy implementation, representatives from Reserve and
National Guard units throughout the region gathered Jan. 22 at Fort Drum to sign a landmark
charter during the Northeast Regional Partnership meeting.
The program will pair active Army units from Fort Drum with similar National Guard and
Reserve units throughout New York, Louisiana, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Vermont and Virginia, to promote informal leader development,
share training opportunities, develop staff functionality and communicate lessons learned.
Brig. Gen. Paul Bontrager, 10th Mountain Division (LI) and Fort Drum acting senior
commander, and eight representatives signed a charter that officially began the ATFP process.
Several of the representatives from the National Guard and Reserve units throughout the
Northeast have had relationships for years in both training exercises and through recent
national disasters.

The signing officially marked the beginning of the different components' collaboration
opportunities, from large-scale unit training exercises to individual exchanges. Commanders
are encouraged to look for opportunities to train together either at home station or during
annual training events.
According to the U.S. Army Forces Command directive, each unit will fund its own
participation under the charter agreement meant to reduce fiscal costs through deliberate
planning processes and to seek low-cost, high-yield events to participate in such as leader
exchanges, quarterly training briefings and after action reviews.
"I think it's the road ahead in a time when there will be less and less resources, and it's
important to capitalize every opportunity to squeeze the most training and the most readiness
out of our program dollars," said Air Force Brig. Gen. Michael Cunniff, the adjutant general
for New Jersey.
New Jersey National Guard units such as the 50th Infantry Brigade Combat Team have been
partnered with units from New York's 42nd Infantry Division for years before the Army Total
Force Policy. Their partnership with the 10th Mountain Division is the "next logical step,"
said Cunniff.
"It's directed, but it's something that -- before (it) became codified -- that we were doing all
along. So for us, we have, I believe, set the gold standard for the rest of the country -- the rest
of the Army to follow," said Maj. Gen. Harry Miller Jr., 42nd Infantry Division commander.
"It's all about readiness, and it's all about leveraging total force capabilities that reside in the
active as well as the Guard and Reserve components in really bringing their total team
together in 'one team, one fight,'" Miller added.
Units from the 42nd Infantry Division have trained with units through the Northeast region
and have implemented the ATFP, yet it's "grown exponentially," according to Miller, since its
first signing. Last May, Maj. Gen. Jeffrey L. Bannister, 10th Mountai n Division (LI) and Fort
Drum commander, traveled to Vermont and signed the first charter agreement. Then, only
three other original members -- 42nd Infantry Division and the adjutant generals of New York
and New Jersey -- signed.
Going forward, the Northeast Regional Partnership working group will meet semi-annually
to continue its harter agreements, and the integrated component units will ramp up for
training and other opportunities, but what Bontrager envisions will be the greatest value to
future conferences will be the "relationships" it will form and strengthen.
"While it's good information to hear about each unit, its location and the makeup of each unit,
the true value is the people; this is a people business -- always has been -- always will be,"
Bontrager said. "Building and nurturing the relationships is the biggest value of this."

He added that much of the responsibility of strengthening the relationships will fall on Fort
Drum's Mission Support Element since the active-component Soldiers will rotate out, whereas
the National Guard Soldiers may not.
"As you know, the MSE is so important to the (10th Mountain) Division," said Bontrager of
the Fort Drum civilian workforce. "They'll make sure that people like me and others who are
here part-time will revise the significance of the (Northeast Regional Partnership) and treat it
with the proper focus -- proper priority."
http://www.ameriforce.net/blog/military-news-active-guard-reserve-leaders-sign-landmarkcharter-020216
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Monongahela church to honor first black National Guard member: Bethel AME
raising money for a monument to William Catlin
Monongahela Observer-Reporter, Feb. 5, 2016:

MONONGAHELA – A Monongahela church is raising money to honor a former member of
its congregation who was among the first black men in the nation to join a National Guard
unit.
The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church wants to purchase a monument for its church
grounds to honor William Catlin, who also was staging sit-ins outside Mon Valley businesses
that excluded black customers five decades before the civil rights movement.
“Of course, it’s a honor,” said the Rev. Mortty G. Ivy, pastor of the historic church at West
Main and Seventh streets.
“We’re celebrating the officers and the regiment. They were part of our history,” Ivy said.
The states of Delaware and New York long claimed to have been the first to allow black men
into their National Guards until the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission found
records showing Catlin and Pennsylvania beat them by 20 years.
Former Gov. John White Geary in 1871 permitted Catlin and other black men to enter an allblack Pennsylvania National Guard unit because he witnessed what black soldiers
accomplished in the Civil War.
Catlin served in Company F, 10th Regiment, 17th Division of the National Guard and the
32nd Regiment of the U.S. Colored Army during the Civil War.

He was a barber, born in 1846 in West Newton to free black parents whose relatives had been
living in Monongahela as early as 1834.
He died Oct. 10, 1930, at age 84 and was buried in an unsegregated grave in Monongahela
Cemetery.
“I still have descendants of him who still attend this church,” Ivy said.
He said the church hopes to have the monument to Catlin in place by April.
Donations for the project should be mailed to Ivy at Bethel AME Church, 700 W. Main St.,
Monongahela, 15603.
http://www.observerreporter.com/20160204/monongahela_church_to_honor_first_black_national_guard_member
&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTOTE2MzA3MDMzMjg5NjM3NDEzOTIaNmI0OWI2NWI5ODJm
ZGIyNzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFMb8V04RiSI5sNXVBlmPuJUHfhHw
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