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109th Airlift Wing
Col. Leon Sobieski, longtime deputy commander at Stratton, dies: Rotterdam
man recalled as warm-hearted, dedicated to service
Daily Gazette, April 21, 2016:

Leon Sobieski understood his last name could be hard to pronounce.
So he was fine with a nickname.
“People called him ‘Sob,’ ” said his daughter, Laura Sobieski Manchester of Delanson. “It
was ‘Uncle Sob,’ ‘Grandpa Sob.’ ” A lot of people still called him ‘Col. Sob.’ He would say,
‘Sweet Old Boy.’ ”
Col. Leon Sobieski, a 38-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force and New York Air National
Guard, died Wednesday at age 81.
Sobieski’s career took him to the 109th Airlift Wing, Stratton Air National Guard Base,
where he retired as deputy commander for support in 1989. On Thursday, friends and family
members recalled the man inside the uniform.
“Growing up, he never took a day off, he never called in sick,” Manchester said. “He had a
very strong work ethic.”
Sobieski’s wife of 62 years, Anna Mae Giella Sobieski, said service to country and people
were important to her husband. “He was very proud of the 109th,” Sobieski said. “He was a
very caring person, took care of people.”
He was also a patient man.
“He started at nothing, with one stripe, and worked his way up through the ranks,” said his
son, David Sobieski.

Leon Sobieski took his airman basic training in 1952 and eventually was promoted to the rank
of chief master sergeant. He served on active duty with the Air National Guard and Air Force
and was in uniform during several national crisis, including the Berlin Crisis of 1961 —
during which the USSR demanded the withdrawal of Western armed forces from West Berlin.
David Sobieski said his father often talked about his time with the 109th.
“He talked about all the airlifts to Antarctica and stuff like that,” David said. “He took a few
trips with them to support the guys up there.”
Photos from the Sobieski family scrapbook show husband, father, grandfather and colonel
meeting Vice President George H.W. Bush in 1988. Other pictures show the guardsman
socializing with men in the cafeteria and standing next to a large fuel tank.
Longtime Rotterdam resident Sobieski liked to hunt and play golf. During his retirement, he
made picnic tables. Winters were spent in Florida and parts of summer meant travel to Maine.
He was big on gardening, and big on entertaining family and friends.
Sobieski and Anna Mae married on August 10, 1953. They raised four children — Edward,
Katherine, David and Laura. Sobieski is also survived by six grandchildren.
Victoria Daley of Princetown came to the 109th in 1984, after four years active duty with the
Air Force.
“He was the very first person I met at the base,” Daley said. “He took me right under his wing
and made me feel very comfortable and at home. I just always loved the guy. I knew I could
go to him whenever I needed anything because my family wasn’t from here. Even after he
retired, we stayed in touch.”
Daley retired in 2005. She will always remember one of Sobieski’s policies.
“He was always very helpful, caring, thorough,” she said. “Very warm and welcoming, and
he had an open door policy. Anybody could come to see him whenever they wanted to. He
didn’t have set office hours or turn people away. If you needed to talk to Col. Sobieski, then
you were in there talking to Col. Sobieski.”
Reach Gazette reporter Jeff Wilkin at 395-3124 or at wilkin@dailygazette.com or
@jeffwilkin1 on Twitter. His blog is at www.dailygazette.com/weblogs/wilkin.
http://www.dailygazette.com/news/2016/apr/21/0421_leon/
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Mobility Airmen support Canadian exercise in the High Arctic

Air Mobility Command , April 15, 2016:

Fifty Airmen from the New York Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing and two LC-130
ski-equipped aircraft are in the High Arctic supporting the Canadian Forces annual Operation
Nunalivut exercise in Canada's Nunavut Territory.
It is the third year that the New York Airmen, based at Stratton Air National Guard Base near
Schenectady, N.Y., have participated in the Canadian military exercise.
The New York Air National Guard team is operating out of three locations during the
exercise - Resolute Bay; Thule Air Base, Greenland; and Little Cornwallis Island which is
about 50 miles Northwest of Resolute.
The Canadian exercise began on April 1 and wraps up on April 22.
Shortly after arriving, maintainers and operations Airmen began establishing a skiway camp
to support LC-130 flight operations. The first LC-130 landed on the skiway today, April 14.
A skiway is snow area cleared so that ski-equipped planes can land there.
The team preparing the skiway consists of eight Airmen from the 109th Airlift Wing who are
also training four Canadian engineers on how to prepare a skiway for large aircraft.
"We're the only team in the world that does this," New York Air National Guard Major
Matthew Sala told the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. He is a one of the Airmen from
the 109th Air Wing preparing the skiway.
"Our aircraft is the only C-130 in the entire world that has skis on it and can land in the
Arctic and Antarctic," Sala told the CBC.
The Canadians have ski-equipped Twin Otter aircraft which don't have the lift capacity or
range the 109th LC-130s have.
The LC-130s are able to provide up to 9,000 pounds of cargo per flight as opposed to 1,200
pounds the Canadians' Twin Otters can carry.
The LC-130 is able to transport in one trip what the Twin Otters would need 10 flights to
move.
The 109th will help bring fuel and supplies to the forward-deployed locations during the
exercise.
During Operation Nunalivut 2015 the wing's Airman flew 26 missions, transporting 91,000
pounds of cargo and 49 passengers.
"Our support for Operation Nunalivut allows us to demonstrate our full range of polar
expeditionary airlift capabilities in a joint U.S. and Canadian environment," said Col. Shawn

Clouthier, the 109th Airlift Wing commander. "I'm proud of our Airmen for the great work
they are doing in showcasing our unique mission all over the world."
Operation Nunalivut is a sovereignty operation conducted annually since 2007 in Canada's
North. According to the Canadian Forces Joint Task Force-North, the exercise provides an
opportunity for the Canadian Armed Forces to assert Canada's sovereignty over to
northernmost regions; demonstrate the ability to operate in the harsh winter environment in
remote areas of the High Arctic; and enhance its capability to respond to any situation in
Canada's North.
Nunalivut means "land that is ours"in the Inuktitut language of the eastern Inuit people who
live in the region.
The 109th Airlift Wing's LC-130 aircraft--- the largest aircraft in the world which can land
on skies-are used to provide support to National Science Foundation research operations in
Greenland and Antarctica.
The New York Air National Guard's 105th Airlift Wing, based at Stewart Air National Guard
Base in Newburgh, N.Y. is also supporting the Canadian forces exercise using massive C-17
strategic cargo planes.
The participation of the 105th Airlift Wing and the 109th Airlift Wing in the Nunalivut
exercise showcases the New York Air National Guard's capability to support military
operations in the Arctic as well as science research, said Major General Anthony German, the
Adjutant General of New York.
http://www.amc.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123472444
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Mobility Airmen support Canadian exercise in High Arctic
Air Force News Service, April 17, 2016:

STRATTON AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, N.Y. (AFNS) -- Fifty Airmen from the New
York Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing and two ski-equipped LC-130 Hercules are in
the High Arctic supporting the Canadian Armed Forces' annual Operation Nunalivut exercise
in Canada's Nunavut territory.
The Canadian exercise began April 1 and wraps up April 22. It is the third year that the New
York ANG Airmen, based at Stratton Air National Guard Base, New York, have participated
in the Canadian military exercise.

The New York ANG team is operating out of three locations during the exercise -- Resolute
Bay; Thule Air Base, Greenland; and Little Cornwallis Island, which is about 50 miles
northwest of Resolute.
Shortly after arriving, maintainers and operations Airmen began establishing a skiway camp
to support LC-130 flight operations. The first LC-130 landed on the skiway April 14. A
skiway is an area cleared of snow so that ski-equipped planes can land.
The team who prepared the skiway consisted of eight Airmen from the 109th AW who are
also trained four Canadian engineers on how to prepare a skiway for large aircraft.
"We're the only team in the world that does this," Maj. Matthew Sala, a member of the 109th
AW, told the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. "Our aircraft is the only C-130 in the entire
world that has skis on it and can land in the Arctic and Antarctic."
The LC-130s are able to provide up to 9,000 pounds of cargo per flight as opposed to 1,200
pounds the Canadians' Twin Otters can carry, allowing the LC-130 to transport in one trip
what the Twin Otters would need 10 flights to move.
The 109th AW will help bring fuel and supplies to the forward-deployed locations during the
exercise.
"Our support for Operation Nunalivut allows us to demonstrate our full range of polar
expeditionary airlift capabilities in a joint U.S. and Canadian environment," said Col. Shawn
Clouthier, the 109th AW commander. "I'm proud of our Airmen for the great work they are
doing in showcasing our unique mission all over the world."
Operation Nunalivut is a sovereignty operation conducted annually since 2007 in northern
Canada. According to the Canadian Forces Joint Task Force-North, the exercise provides an
opportunity for the Canadian Armed Forces to assert Canada's sovereignty over to
northernmost regions; demonstrate the ability to operate in the harsh winter environment in
remote areas of the High Arctic; and enhance its capability to respond to any situation in the
region.
The New York ANG's 105th AW, based at Stewart ANGB, New York, is also supporting the
Canadian forces exercise using C-17 Globemaster IIIs.
http://www.af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/tabid/223/Article/722057/mobility-airmen-supportcanadian-exercise-in-high-arctic.aspx
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NY Air National Guard unit supporting Canadian exercise

Stars and Stripes, April 15, 2016:

SCOTIA, N.Y. - Members of a New York Air National Guard unit are in the Arctic region to
support an annual exercise by Canada's military forces.
National Guard officials say 50 airmen from the Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing and
two LC-130 ski-equipped aircraft are participating in the annual Operation Nunalivut exercise
in Canada's Nunavut Territory.
It's the third year the airmen based at Stratton Air National Guard Base outside Schenectady
have participated in the three-week Canadian exercise, which ends April 22.
The 109th is the only unit in the U.S. military that flies ski-equipped LC-130s.
The 109th also conducts annual missions to Antarctica and Greenland to support scientists
conducting research for the National Science Foundation.
The Air National Guard's 105th Airlift Wing, based in Newburgh, also is supporting the
Canadian exercise using massive C-17 cargo planes.
http://www.stripes.com/news/americas/ny-air-national-guard-unit-supporting-canadianexercise-1.404702
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Homeland Security
Police Presence at Port Authority is for Emergency Drill :Commuters may notice
an increased police presence inside and outside Port Authority Bus Terminal.
Brooklyn Patch, April 17, 2016:

NEW YORK, NEW YORK - Port Authority will conduct an emergency responseexercise at
the Port Authority Bus Terminal in Manhattan on Sunday closing an entire section of the first
floor and the entire second floor of the terminal's North Wing.
According to a press release from Port Authority, the exercise will take place between 6 a.m.
and 1 p.m. While bus operations will not be affected some commuters may need to access
their gates via different routes. Port Authority personnel will be on hand to help affected
passengers.
The public may notice an increased police presence inside and outside the facility during the
drill.

"In addition to the Port Authority Police Department and other Port Authority personnel, the
exercise will include the NYPD, New York National Guard, New York State Police and
Amtrak Police. The exercise is part of the agency's ongoing series of drills which enable Port
Authority and other emergency responders to test and enhance response procedures,"
according to Port Authority.

http://patch.com/new-york/brooklyn/police-presence-port-authority-emergency-drill-0
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New York Air National Guard
'Wall of Honor' induction Sunday at Bernards High School in Bernardsville
New Jersey Hills, Apr 18, 2016:

BERNARDSVILLE - The third class will be inducted into the Bernards High School "Wall of
Honor" during a ceremony planned from 5 to 7 p.m. this Sunday, April 24, at the school's
Performing Arts Center.
The public is invited to attend the free event.
The ceremony is held each year to honor Bernards High graduates and others who have
contributed to the rich history of the school over the years.
The following 11 individuals will be inducted this year:

•

Major Gen. Robert Knauff: After graduating Bernards High in 1971, the late Major
General Knauff went to the U.S. Air Force Academy and to Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University to further his education. He received numerous accolades for
his service, including the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal and the Air
Force Commendation Medal. After serving 34 years in the Air Force, Knauff spent 10
years in the N.J. Air National Guard, and

later became the Commander of the 174th Fighter Wing of Syracuse, N.Y., where he led a
squadron of F-16s. His final role was as Commander of the N.Y. Air National Guard and
Deputy Adjutant General for New York.

http://www.newjerseyhills.com/print_only/_headline_style/book 36/wall-of-honor-inductionsunday-at-bernards-high-school-in/article_634294e7-a765-5f16-af14-a0f78e49a730.html
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New York Army National Guard
Citizen Soldier From Nyack Extends Service With National Guard
Nyack - Piermont Patch, April 19, 2016:

Joshua Verderame reenlists for continued service in New York Army National Guard.
LATHAM, NY-- Major General Anthony P. German, the Adjutant General, announces the
recent reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their
continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National
Guard.
Specialist Joshua Verderame from Nyack, N.Y. (postal code 10960) has reenlisted to continue
service with the Battery A, 1-258th Field Artillery.
"New Yorkers count on our Citizen Soldiers to be ready and be there when disaster strikes,"
German said. "And our nation counts on our Soldiers when duty calls for overseas service. I
congratulate our members for choosing to stay in service and striking that balance between
military duties, education or employment commitments and family obligations."
http://patch.com/new-york/nyack/citizen-soldier-nyack-extends-service-national-guard
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Top NY Army Guard members take part in warrior competition
Associated Press, April 21, 2016:

CORTLANDT MANOR, N.Y. (AP) - Twelve members of the New York Army National
Guard are taking part in a statewide warrior competition.
The three-day Best Warrior Competition starts Thursday at Camp Smith in the Hudson Valley
and it includes the guard's top 12 soldiers and non-commissioned officers.
The competition tests soldiers' physical fitness, military knowledge, endurance,
marksmanship and navigation skills.

Soldiers who win at Camp Smith will go on to compete against Army Guard soldiers from
around the nation. Those winners will compete against soldiers in the active Army and the
U.S. Army Reserve.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/apr/21/top-ny-army-guard-members-take-partin-warrior-com/
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Army National Guard Soldier Reenlistments
Madison County Courier, April 20, 2016:

National Guard Citizen Soldiers extend their service to state and nation
Major General Anthony P. German, the Adjutant General, announces the recent reenlistment
of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their continuing
commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National Guard.
Staff Sergeant Derek Studer from Oriskany Falls has reenlisted to continue service with the
206th Military Police Company.
Private First Class Alexandria Woods from Munnsville has reenlisted to continue service with
the 1156th Engineer Company.
"New Yorkers count on our Citizen Soldiers to be ready and be there when disaster strikes,"
German said. "And our nation counts on our Soldiers when duty calls for overseas service. I
congratulate our members for choosing to stay in service and striking that balance between
military duties, education or employment commitments and family obligations."
"Every one of the men and women serving in our 16,000 strong Army and Air National
Guard plays an important role and these Soldiers who continue to reenlist provide experience
and continuity for whatevery challenges lay ahead for our New York National Guard family."
For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov
orwww.1800goguard.com.
http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=67490
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Hilton residents re-enlist with New York Army National Guard

Greece Post, Apr. 20, 2016:

Sgt. Timothy Brugger and Spc. Sharlyn Rios, of Hilton, recently re-enlisted to continue
services with the New York Army National Guard.
Brugger will continue service with the 642nd Support Battalion, and Rios will continue
service with the 427th Brigade Support Battalion.
http://www.greecepost.com/news/20160420/notable-names/1
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Local members of New York Army National Guard promoted
The Leader, Apr. 15, 2016 :

Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, state adjutant general, recently announced the promotion of
local members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their capability for
additional responsibility and leadership.
Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, state adjutant general, recently announced the promotion of
local members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their capability for
additional responsibility and leadership.
Zechariah Troth, of Naples and serving with the 1156th Engineer Company, promoted to the
rank of private first class.
Peter Skelly, of Bath and serving with the 204th Engineer Detachment, promoted to the rank
of specialist.
Devin May, of Chemung and serving with the 222nd Military Police Company, promoted to
the rank of staff sergeant.
Jeremiah Wheeler, of Van Etten and serving with the 827th Engineer Company, promoted to
the rank of specialist.
Zachary Pollio, of Newfield and serving with the D Co. 2 Battalion 108th Infantry, promoted
to the rank of private first class.
Jeffery Barnes, of Painted Post and serving with the B Troop, 2-101 Cavalry, promoted to the
rank of private.
http://www.the-leader.com/article/20160415/NEWS/160419784
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Crawford re-enlists in National Guard
The Leader-Herald, April 20, 2016:

LATHAM - Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, the adjutant general, announced the recent reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their
continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National
Guard.
Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Crawford from Johnstown has re-enlisted to continue service with
the Company A, Recruiting and Retention Battalion, a news release said.
http://www.leaderherald.com/page/content.detail/id/599863/Crawford-re-enlists-in-NationalGuard.html?nav=5001
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Washington-area obituaries of note:Brian Danis, Special Forces soldier
Washington Post, April 22, 2016:

Brian Danis, 52, a former member of the Army Special Forces and National Guard who
served in combat units overseas, died Feb. 26 at George West, Tex. The cause was a selfinflicted gunshot wound, said his brother, Mike Danis.
Mr. Danis was born at Wurtsmith Air Force Base in Oscoda, Mich., where his father, an Air
Force officer, was based. He enlisted in the Army in 1981, earning Airborne, Ranger and
Special Forces designations. He served as a medic and special warfare combat dive instructor.
He saw action in Grenada, Panama and Iraq and took part in anti-drug operations in
Colombia.
After leaving the Army as a sergeant first class in 1997, Mr. Danis joined a National Guard
unit based in New York and served in Iraq in 2005. He also worked under contract as a
civilian medic in Iraq and Afghanistan. Mr. Danis, a longtime Fairfax County resident, also
did historical research in the 1990s on the maritime unit of the Office of Strategic Services, a
World War II forerunner of the CIA, helping veterans of the unit earn Green Berets and
combat swimmer recognition.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/washington-area-obituaries-ofnote/2016/04/21/e0fe1068-0637-11e6-a12f-ea5aed7958dc_story.html
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Bruce L. Godfryd, retired public affairs director at General Motors
Buffalo News, April 18, 2016:

A private service was held for Bruce L. Godfryd, a retired General Motors employee and
Army National Guard officer, who died Wednesday in his Amherst home after a brief illness.
He was 77.
The Buffalo native was a freshman at Burgard High School when he joined the 27th Infantry
Division, which was later converted to the 27th Armored Division New York Army National
Guard. He retired in 2002 at the rank of colonel after serving as chief of staff/deputy brigade
commander at the Masten Armory.
Mr. Godfryd graduated from State University at Buffalo in three years with a bachelor's
degree in photojournalism while working full time at General Motors. He attended Michigan
School of Journalism for the General Motors Academy and also studied filmmaking briefly
with Sony in Burbank, Calif.
Mr. Godfryd worked at GM's Powertrain Division in the Town of Tonawanda from 1971 until
he retired in 2003. He was public affairs director of the United Auto Workers and created a
weekly UAW newsletter, which later became an award-winning monthly newspaper. He was
also responsible for producing in-house educational videos.
In 1999, he was inducted into the Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (the
Knights Templar) at a ceremony at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. He also was a
member of the Military Association of New York and the Royal Niagara Military Academy.
He served the Department of Defense
in support of the National Guard and Army Reserve and traveled throughout the country to
military bases. Mr. Godfryd also founded National Graphics Printing, a union printing
business, which his wife later joined. They were members of the Graphic Communication
Conference/United Teamsters of America.
He traveled extensively throughout the United States, Central and South America and Europe.
They also spent time in the Amazon. In the 1950s and '60s, he worked in the record business
and met celebrities including Tony Bennett, Dick Clark, Bobby Darin and Connie Francis.
An avid gardener and photographer, Mr. Godfryd was known for his park like backyard, his
sense of humor and his love of cooking and traveling.

Surviving are his wife, the former Carol Nuchereno, whom he married in 1997; and one son,
William Wickham.

http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/bruce-l-godfryd-retired-public-affairs-director-atgeneral-motors-20160418
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Russell man promoted to rank of private first class in New York Army National
Guard
North Country Now, Monday, April 18, 2016:

Cody White of Russell, serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427th
Brigade Support Battalion, was recently promoted to the rank of private first class in the New
York Army National Guard.
The promotion was in recognition of "capability for additional responsibility and leadership,"
according to a press release from Major General Anthony P. German, the adjutant general for
the State of New York.
Army National Guard promotions are "based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability, and development potential," he said.
For more information about the New York Army National Guard visit www.dmna.ny.gov or
www.1800goguard.com.
http://northcountrynow.com/honors-recognition/russell-man-promoted-rank-private-firstclass-new-york-army-national-guard
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Troy's Pawling statue finally unveiled
Troy Record, April 16, 2016:

TROY -- A four-year odyssey came to a celebrated conclusion Friday for a Troy man and the
committee he formed to help honor the city's first mayor.

On the 200th anniversary of the day Revolutionary War Col. Albert Pawling was appointed to
the post, a couple hundred people gathered at the corner of Pawling Avenue and Congress
Street for the unveiling of a statue remembering one of the city's founding fathers.
The statue began as the dream of Adam Sanzone, then a Troy High School student who
inherited a love of history from his father, Tom, a longtime history teacher.
"I just cannot believe how much love, how much passion people have for their history here
and how much they care for their neighborhoods," Sanzone said.
"If it's either cleaning up the streets, painting crosswalks or holding wonderful ceremonies
like the Victorian Stroll, there's no place like Troy."
But while Sanzone gave credit to the community for its support, community leaders
reciprocated Friday, praising him for the hard work and determination that led to realizing his
dream.
"[Adam] has given us the opportunity to honor a significant contributor to Troy's history,"
Rensselaer County Executive Kathy Jimino said during anhourlong unveiling ceremony in
Pawling Park, "but more than that, he hasinspired many others that if you work hard, you can
achieve your dreams, as well."
Sanzone found a willing helper in Rensselaer County Legislator Gary Pavlic, who served as a
mentor as they formed a committee, then set out to raise the money to make his dream a part
of the city's long list of memorials.
"In my eyes, I see Col. Albert Pawling as the father of Troy, both the village and city,"
Sanzone said. "He's done so much for this little place we call home. He helped this
community grow into an industrial empire in the 19th century. I am simply proud to be here
today to honor him with this beautiful statue."
The dedication of the 7-foot-tall, bronze statue of Pawling, created by Halfmoon artists
Patrick Pigott, came not only on the 200th anniversary of Pawling's appointment as the city's
first mayor, but also one year after the park where it sits was dedicated in his name.
"It's incredible that we finally made it here after four years," Pavlic said. "It's actually been a
dream of Troy citizens for 127 years, so we're happy that today has finally arrived and history
will finally be realized."
In crafting the statue, Pigott said he also tried to tell the story of both Pawling and the city he
led through its infancy.
"People like stories, and for some deep psychological reason, people need stories, and I think
communities need stories, as well," he said. "It helps create a sense of identity, a connection
with the past and perhaps a sense of purpose."

Pawling was a Revolutionary War colonel who served as Gen. George Washington's aide-decamp before coming to Troy in 1789 to establish a riverfront mercantile with friend and
fellow Col. Abraham Ten Eyck. When Rensselaer County was incorporated in 1791, he was
appointed its first high sheriff, and when the village of Troy was incorporated as a city in
1816, the 66-year-old Pawling was appointed as its mayor and served in the job for four years
before retiring.
"If Col. Pawling could be with us today - and hopefully he is watching – he would recognize
and relate to the New York National Guard's motto, 'Always ready, always there," said Brig.
Gen. Raymond Shields, director of the joint staff for the state's National Guard, which he said
is the modern-day evolution of the citizen soldiers Pawling fought with during the American
Revolution.
The Pawling family was represented by a pair of descendents, including John Wood, a
Galway man who is a great-great-great-great-great nephew to Col. Pawling.
"It's rewarding," Wood said of the honor bestowed on Col. Pawling. "It's good to see the
recognition of history. [Growing up,] I knew that there were a lot of streets and other stuff
named after relatives, but I didn't know about [his being] the original mayor of the city and
whatnot."
While Pawling may be a leader of a long-gone era in the city's history, his 64th successor as
Rensselaer County sheriff, Patrick Russo, said the mission of the job has not changed from
the days when it would take a full day just to get to the far reaches of the county.
"Even though we've advanced a lot in technology, the mission of the sheriff's office has
stayed the same: to maintain a safe and secure jail, serve civil process, uphold the
Constitution of the United States and the constitution of the state of New York and make the
citizens of Rensselaer County safe and protect their property," Russo said. "If the sheriff was
here today, I think he would be pleased with the fact that the men and women of the sheriff's
department do that every day."
The unveiling is the first official event of the city's yearlong celebration of its bicentennial
that will also include a host of special events that will focus not only on the city's beginnings,
but also its diverse population and neighborhoods and its future.
"Today's unveiling of the Col. Albert Pawling Memorial Statue is an important part of that
celebration," Troy Mayor Patrick Madden said, "and it serves as an opportunity to highlight
our city's rich and vibrant history.
"I think Col. Pawling would scarcely recognize much of the landscape and certainly none of
the inventions ... but I think he would be proud of the community his descendents built and
the many contributions Trojans have made to the betterment of this country over the past 200
years."

Madden's involvement with the project predates his election as mayor. In his previous job as
executive director of the Troy Rehabilitation & Improvement Program, Madden agreed for
the nonprofit group to serve as the committee's fiscal sponsor, handling much of the its
financial management.
The committee set a fundraising goal of $68,000 for the project, but easily surpassed that,
collecting a total of about $80,000 after a March gala alone raised about $30,000. The leftover
money was used to further honor Pawling by fixing up his gravesite across Pawling Avenue
in Old Mount Ida Cemetery.
Among the improvements unveiled during a ceremony earlier Friday was a new brick
walkway up to and around Pawling's grave, as well as a new, lighted flagpole and a
refurbished historical marker.
"Four years ago, I did not think at all that we would be improving Col. Pawling's gravesite in
any way, shape or form," Sanzone said, "but that's the beauty of the statue project: We were
able to do something more than just erect a statue to our first mayor."
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