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Citizens Preparedness
Disaster preparation class at church
Times Union, Nov. 14, 2015 :

ALBANY — A free disaster preparedness class will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday at
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, 57 Hurlbut St. The class is offered by New York National
Guard troops in conjunction with the state Division of Homeland Security and Emergency
Services.
No registration is required.
For information, go to http://www.nyprepare.gov/aware-prepare.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Community-briefs-6632981.php
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State to hold emergency preparedness training in Clarence
East Niagara Post, Nov. 16, 2015 :

CLARENCE -- New York National Guard troops, in conjunction with the New York State
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services, will present a free disaster
preparedness class at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Clarence Public Library, 3 Town Place.
The event is part of the Citizen Preparedness Corps Training Program, which provides
citizens with the knowledge and tools to prepare for emergencies and disasters, respond
accordingly, and recover as quickly as possible to pre-disaster conditions.
Working with the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services
(DHSES) and local emergency management personnel, troops are conducting these training
events across the state.

Since the program's launch in early February 2014, troops have held more than 525 events
statewide, and taught over 48,000 citizens how to be better prepared for emergencies and
disasters.
The program, designed by DHSES, covers a broad range of emergency-preparedness topics,
like developing a family emergency plan, stocking up on emergency supplies, and registering
for NY-Alert, the free statewide emergency alert system.
Participants will receive a training certificate, a wallet-sized "Z-Card" with emergency
preparedness information, and a free Citizen Preparedness Starter Kit (one per family). The
kit includes a first-aid kit, face mask, pocket radio with batteries, food bars, emergency
blanket and other key items to help citizens in the immediate aftermath of a disaster. The
classes include information about what other supplies and items citizens should add to their
kits.
For more information on the program and emergency preparedness, visit
www.nyprepare.gov. Register for the event at
www.nyprepare.gov/aware-prepare/nysprepare/.
http://www.eastniagarapost.com/2015/11/state-to-hold-emergency-preparedness.html
Return to top

Homeland Security
NYC prepares as if it's the next terror target, Bratton says
Albuquerque Journal, Nov. 16, 2015 :

NEW YORK - New York City's police department for the first time deployed a special
counterterrorism team of more than 500 officers in the aftermath of the attacks that shook
Paris Friday night, Police Commissioner Bill Bratton said Monday.
The department has about 1,500 officers - out of 35,500 - assigned to combat terrorism,
including a heavily armed and specially trained "Strategic Response Group" created in
January. The new group is intended to be a rapid-reaction force in the event of a terrorist
attack.
"The world is changing, even as we stand here," Bratton told members of the new detail
Monday at a training facility on Randall's Island. "The world changed dramatically over the
weekend and the assignment for which you have volunteered - there is now no more essential
assignment in the world of policing in the NYPD. That threat is growing and morphing into
new and dangerous directions as evidenced by the events in Paris."

For New Yorkers who experienced the bombing of the World Trade Center in 1993 and the
catastrophic Sept. 11, 2001, attack that took almost 3,000 lives, increased vigilance in the
aftermath of attacks overseas has become life as usual. What's different this time is the
heightened sense that New York may be the Islamic State's next target.
"We still remain the number one terrorist target in the world, we believe," Bratton said
Sunday during an interview with ABC7 television.
Heavily armed police and National Guard troops have been posted at bridge and tunnel
crossings and inside transit facilities, while mobile units patrol throughout the city. Other
teams guard iconic tourist attractions such as Times Square, religious institutions and the
French consulate in Manhattan.
NYPD has had counterterrorism specialists assigned to Paris and other cities around the world
for more than a decade, and they are working with local law enforcement to learn all they can
about the resources, tactics and strategies used in Friday's attack, Bratton said.
"All of them were equipped with these suicide vests - which are of great concern if you're
asking your officers to rush in," Bratton said in the ABC7 interview. "We'll want to know the
ballistic capabilities of those vests; how far do those projectiles spew out? In terms of the
communications they used, what types of phones were they using?"
The attackers also communicated using devices with encryption technology intelligence
agencies can't monitor, Bratton said.
Ever since November 2008 in Mumbai, where Pakistani jihadists killed 164 in
a shooting rampage that hit hotels, a Jewish community center, a movie theater and
restaurants, New York police have worried about the vulnerability of so-called "soft-targets,"
such as the venues hit in Paris Friday.
The SRG, as the unit is called, was created to address that weakness, Bratton said.
http://www.abqjournal.com/677147/news/nation/nyc-prepares-as-if-its-the-next-terror-targetbratton-says.html
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National Guard steps up at home
USA Today, Nov. 16, 2015:

In New York City over the weekend, the National Guard increased its presence at several
transportation hubs. Soldiers and airmen from Joint Task Force Empire Shield patrolled the
city's busiest sites, including Penn Station, Grand Central Station, the PATH terminal linking
Manhattan with New Jersey, and LaGuardia and JFK airports, said Eric Durr, a spokesman
for the New York Guard.
"We had more soldiers and airmen on than we might normally have during a weekend," Durr
said. "We're continuing to maintain an increased visibility
JTF Empire Shield has been in place since the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, and the troops
augment local authorities across the city, Durr said.
Our soldiers and airmen are another pair of eyes and ears in these transportation hubs that
work with police," he said. "They're armed and visible, but our folks don't have law
enforcement authority, so they assist the police."
The task force, used at the discretion of New York's governor, is authorized at 500 troops.
The number of troops out and about at any given time varies depending on the security
situation, Durr said. They work 24-7, rotating in shifts to make sure there are always
personnel on duty.
In addition to JTF Empire Shield, the National Guard has two other key homeland security
missions that have been in place continuously since the 9/11 attacks.
The Guard's Aerospace Control Alert units provide round-the-clock protection of U.S.
airspace across the country. The detachment in the Washington, D.C., area, part of the Air
National Guard's 113th Wing, in March hit a milestone: it had responded to 5,000 alert
events, the first unit in the country to do so, according to information released by the wing.
The Guard also has air defense artillery soldiers from Mississippi in the D.C. area. About 200
soldiers from Mississippi's 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery Regiment arrived in
Washington in October for their rotation. Their mission is to provide air defense and early
warning to the region against any air attack, officials said.
"I'm not aware of any plans to expand, enhance or bolster any of these missions" in response
to Paris, said Rick Breitenfeldt, a spokesman for the National Guard Bureau.
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2015/11/17/after-paris-attacks-pentagonquietly-shifts-new-phase-isis-war/75912156/
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National Guard steps up at home

Military Times, Nov. 16, 2015 :

In New York City over the weekend, the National Guard increased its presence at several
transportation hubs. Soldiers and airmen from Joint Task Force Empire Shield patrolled the
city's busiest sites, including Penn Station,
Grand Central Station, the PATH terminal linking Manhattan with New Jersey, and
LaGuardia and JFK airports, said Eric Durr, a spokesman for the New York Guard.
"We had more soldiers and airmen on than we might normally have during a weekend," Durr
said. "We're continuing to maintain an increased visibility."
JTF Empire Shield has been in place since the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks, and the troops
augment local authorities across the city, Durr said.
"Our soldiers and airmen are another pair of eyes and ears in these transportation hubs that
work with police," he said. "They're armed and visible, but our folks don't have law
enforcement authority, so they assist the police."
The task force, used at the discretion of New York's governor, is currently authorized 500
troops. The number of troops out and about at any given time varies depending on the security
situation, Durr said. They work 24-7, rotating in shifts to make sure there are always
personnel on duty.
In addition to JTF Empire Shield, the National Guard has two other key homeland security
missions that have been in place continuously since the 9/11 attacks.
The Guard's Aerospace Control Alert units provide round-the-clock protection of U.S.
airspace across the country. The detachment in the Washington, D.C., area, part of the Air
National Guard's 113th Wing, in March hit a milestone :it had responded to 5,000 alert
events, the first unit in the country to do so, according to information released by the wing.
The Guard also has air defense artillery soldiers from Mississippi in the D.C. area. About 200
soldiers from Mississippi's 1st Battalion, 204th Air Defense Artillery Regiment arrived in
D.C. in October for their rotation.
Their mission is to provide air defense and early warning to the region against any air attack,
officials said.
"I'm not aware of any plans to expand, enhance or bolster any of these missions" in response
to Paris, said Rick Breitenfeldt, a spokesman for the National Guard Bureau.
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/war-on-is/2015/11/16/obama-large-us-troopdeployment-against-islamic-state-mistake/75866046/
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MTA Steps Up Patrols In Wake Of Paris Terrorist Attacks
WAMC, Nov. 16, 2015 :

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority has increased its patrols and surveillance across
its agencies including the Metro-North Railroad in the wake of the Paris terrorist attacks on
Friday.
Uniformed and plainclothes presence at Grand Central Terminal and Penn Station as well has
other major stations throughout the Metro-North Railroad and Long Island Railroad networks
have been beefed up.
Police K-9 teams and units with heavy weapons will provide extra protection as well as a
noticeable sign of increased security. Railroad customers will also see surge patrols, increased
step-on/step-off patrols of trains, and random bag checks at various locations.
State Police and the New York National Guard have been assigned to high-profile MTA
locations for more than a year and they are helping secure those locations as well as
reassuring the public that the authorities are dedicated to ensuring their safety.
The MTA closely monitors large public events that occur in or near its facilities and will
provide heightened awareness of activities there.
http://wamc.org/post/mta-steps-patrols-wake-paris-terrorist-attacks#stream/0
Return to top

Paris aftermath: Security up at some U.S. tourist spots, business as usual at
others
Salt Lake Tribune, Nov. 16, 2015 :

New York • Times Square, French consulates and sports stadiums saw increased security
Saturday, but authorities noted the stepped-up patrols were out of an abundance of caution
following the Paris terror attacks that killed more than 120.
Consulates in New York and Boston received extra security along with French-owned sites
in Washington. But elsewhere, like Minnesota's Mall of America, it was business as usual.
"I think like all New Yorkers, we feel solidarity, we know how this feels;

it hits home personally," said Ronnie De La Cruz, who was born in Paris, but has lived in the
United States since the 1960s. After leaving a floral tribute at the French Consulate on Fifth
Avenue, across from Central Park, he shrugged off any concerns about security.
"I think that certainly here in New York is probably about as best as it can be," he said.
Sports venues were mindful of security in response to the attacks, which included suicide
bombings outside the Stade de France during a soccer match between France and Germany.
Guards at the Naval Academy's game against Southern Methodist randomly selected people
to screen with metal detectors and fans were asked to unzip their coats before entering NavyMarine Corps Memorial Stadium. Police in Los Angeles said they would beef up patrols for
UCLA's game against Washington State at Rose Bowl Stadium and at a cricket match at
Dodger Stadium.
The NFL said it had been in contact with the Department of Homeland Security and the FBI
and planned increased security inside and outside stadiums on Sunday. League officials
discouraged fans from bringing bags.
Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., the ranking member of the House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, told The Associated Press on Saturday that there continued to be no evidence
of any specific and credible threat targeting the American homeland.
A U.S. official briefed by the Justice Department said intelligence officials, however, have
detected increased chatter encouraging an attack on the U.S.
The official was not authorized to discuss the briefing publicly and spoke to The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity.
But the official's comments about current credible threats mirrored Schiff's comments: There
are none.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said the State Police, National Guard and other agencies
were on a heightened state of alert. The New York Police Department deployed its "Critical
Response Command" — officers equipped with heavy weapons and other tactical equipment
— to important locations including transportation hubs and the Broadway theater district.
Officers with radiation detectors and bomb-detecting equipment were sent to subway stations
and were randomly conducting bag checks.
"This is not the kind of thing that is a wakeup call to New York City," John Miller, the
department's deputy commissioner for intelligence and counterterrorism, said of the Paris
attacks during a news conference
Saturday afternoon. "We've been awake about this for a long time."

In Washington, D.C., additional law enforcement officers were deployed to French-owned
sites and other high-profile locations out of "an abundance of caution," said police spokesman
Officer Sean Hickman. In Boston, the Massachusetts State Police said there was "a
comprehensive and multi-layered security package" in place at Logan International Airport
and enhanced patrols near the State House.
There was no visible security increase at downtown Chicago's major transportation and
tourist hubs, though police Superintendent Garry McCarthy said the police department was
actively monitoring events in Paris and keeping in contact with federal law enforcement
partners.
In Minnesota, a Bloomington police official said there were no plans to increase security at
the Mall of America, which sees some 40 million visitors each year. In February, a video
purportedly made by al-Qaida-linked rebels urged Muslims to attack shopping malls and
specifically mentioned the Mall of America. Authorities said at the time there was "no
credible" evidence suggesting such an attack was in the works.
Los Angeles police said there were no known threats against the city, but the department
beefed up patrols at what it called critical sites, including a Snoop Dogg concert.
http://www.sltrib.com/home/3181113-155/story.html
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Cuomo announces enhanced security measures following Paris attacks
WHEC, Nov. 14, 2015 :

Governor Andrew Cuomo has directed state agencies to be on a heightened state of alert.
These agencies include the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services, the
New York State Police, National Guard, the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, and the
Port Authority of New York. Additional personnel are being deployed to high-density areas
and large public gatherings. These are precautionary measures, not based on any specific
intelligence linking the U.S. and the attacks in Paris.
Cuomo directed the One World Trade Center to be lit in blue, white, and red on Friday. The
display will continue over the weekend in continued solidarity with the people of Paris.
Additionally, the top of the Alfred E. Smith Building and the SUNY System Administration
Building in Albany will also be lit in the French colors this weekend.
http://www.whec.com/article/stories/s3963370.shtml
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Cuomo assures security after video
Times Union, Nov. 18, 2015 :

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said there is no specific terrorist threat to New York state at this time,
following the release of a video that warns area sites of Islamic State attacks.
A video uploaded Saturday lists the Watervliet Arsenal as among potential targets.
Cuomo directed state agencies to enhance preparedness after the terrorist attacks in Paris, he
said on Wednesday in a statement.
State Police and the National Guard have increased surveillance, and they are in contact with
both federal officials and local law enforcement, Cuomo said.
"I encourage all New Yorkers to remain alert and report any suspicious activity, while at the
same time not letting this disrupt their daily lives," he said.
Here's the rest of Cuomo's press release:
Division of Homeland Security & Emergency Services
DHSES has been in contact with key local public safety officials following the attacks in
Paris. The DHSES Watch Center, as a precaution, has increased monitoring of various large
public gatherings, including various sporting venues throughout the State. DHSES remains in
a state of readiness and prepared to disseminate information to our public safety partners
statewide as necessary.
State Police & National Guard
The New York State Police and the National Guard have also been in contact with federal
officials as well as local law enforcement partners, including the New York City Police
Department, following the attacks in Paris. At the Governor's direction, as a precaution, the
State Police and National Guard have increased surveillance of critical infrastructure
including transportation hubs and will be deploying additional resources to large public
gatherings.
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
Port Authority Police are on heightened alert at all of the agency's bridge, tunnel, rail, World
Trade Center and other facilities, following yesterday's tragic attacks in Paris. Actions include
increased patrols and checks of bags, buses, trucks and trains at agency locations. Travelers

are reminded to remain vigilant and report any suspicious activities to police or other
authorities.
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
The MTA has increased its patrols and surveillance in order to provide heightened protection
across all its agencies. The MTA Police Department has stepped up its uniformed and
plainclothes presence in Penn Station and Grand Central Terminal as well as other major
stations throughout the Metro-North Railroad and Long Island Rail Road network. Police
canine teams and units with heavy weapons will provide extra protection as well as a
noticeable sign of increased security. Railroad customers will also see surge patrols, increased
step-on/step-off patrols of trains, and random bag checks at various locations.
Behind the scenes, the MTA Police Department, MTA New York City Transit security and
MTA Bridges and Tunnels Officers share intelligence information and coordinate their threat
response with other police and security agencies to ensure a seamless web of protection
throughout the region.
New York State Police and the New York National Guard members have been assigned to
high-profile MTA locations for more than a year, and they are helping secure these locations
as well as reassuring the public that the authorities are dedicated to ensuring their safety.ý The
MTA closely monitors large public events that occur in or near its facilities and will provide
heightened awareness of activities there.
The MTA works closely with the NYPD to secure New York's subways and buses, and MTA
Bridges and Tunnels Officers are using a mix of visual and technological surveillance to
ensure safety at its seven bridges and two tunnels in New York City.
"If You See Something, Say Something"
New Yorkers are reminded to stay alert to their surroundings, and to report any suspicious
activity. Reports can be made to the Counter Terrorism Center at the New York State
Intelligence Center via its terrorism tip line:
1-866-SAFENYS (1-866-723-3697); or by email:ctcenter@nysic.ny.gov.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Cuomo-assures-security-after-video-terrorist6642541.php
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Gov. Cuomo responds to Islamic State video
WGRZ, Nov. 18, 2015 :

NEW YORK (AP) - The New York Police Department says it's aware of a newly released
Islamic State group video showing images of Times Square but says there's no current or
specific threat to the city.
An NYPD spokesman says in a statement issued Wednesday some of the video footage is old
but the video reaffirms the message the city remains a top terrorist target. He says the police
department will remain vigilant and continue to work with the FBI and the intelligence
community.
The Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services has been in contact with key
local public safety officials following the attacks in Paris.
The New York State Police and the National Guard have also been in contact with federal
officials as well as local low enforcement partners, including the New York State City Police
Department. The State Police and National Guard have increased surveillance of critical
infrastructure including transportation hubs and will be deploying additional resources to
large public gatherings.
Port Authority Police are on heightened alert at all of the agency's bridge, tunnel, rail, World
Trade Center and other facilities, following yesterday's tragic attacks in Paris. Actions include
increased patrols and checks of bags, buses, trucks and trains at agency locations. Travelers
are reminded to remain vigilant and report any suspicious activities to police or other
authorities.
The MTA has increased its patrols and surveillance in order to provide heightened protection
across all its agencies.
The NYPD says it will continue to deploy additional counterterrorism teams throughout the
city.
Democratic Mayor Bill de Blasio says the city won't be intimidated. He says people should
continue to live their lives and "enjoy the greatest city in the world."
Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo says he has directed state agencies to "enhance their
preparedness."
Governor Cuomo released the following statement in response to the video:
I want every New Yorker to know that their security is our absolute highest priority. The
video released by ISIS today contains old footage of New York, and there is no specific
terrorist threat to New York at this time. After the Paris attacks, I directed state agencies to
enhance their preparedness out of an abundance of caution and remain in close contact with
local and federal authorities, including the FBI and NYPD through the Joint Terrorism
Task Force, and that vigilance continues today. I encourage all New Yorkers to remain alert
and report any suspicious activity, while at the same time not letting this disrupt their daily

lives. Remember that the terrorists’ goal is to let fear win – New Yorkers never have, and we
never will.
http://www.wgrz.com/story/news/2015/11/18/gov-cuomo-responds-islamic-statevideo/76028910/
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Empire State Building dark, World Trade Center lit in French flag colors
Financial Spots, Nov. 15, 2015 :

"New York City is proud to stand with France and share their clear message: these cruel
attempts to intimidate and threaten the people of Paris will not succeed".
NY State Police and the NY National Guard members have been assigned to high-profile
MTA locations for more than a year, and they are helping secure these locations as well as
reassuring the public that the authorities are dedicated to ensuring their safety. The MTA
closely monitors large public events that occur in or near its facilities and will provide
heightened awareness of activities there.
New Jersey State Police say after the recent deadly attacks in Paris there is no credible threat
in the state at this time.
Andrew Cuomo said he has directed city police and other forces to stay alert for any possible
similar attack in the city.
The Angel de la Independencia monument in Mexico City. The NYPD's antiterrorism officers
have been deployed to the United Nations and at the French Consulate. "But it is a very, very
painful thing to see Paris go through this again".
These are precautionary measures, not based on any specific intelligence linking the USA and
the attacks in Paris, the statement noted.
The NYPD is weighing further responses late Friday afternoon, with security officials saying
the extra security is being added out of an abundance of caution.
http://financialspots.com/2015/11/15/empire-state-building-dark-world-trade-center-lit-infrench/
Return to top

Military Museum
Exhibit explores nearly 100 years of NY Air National Guard
Times Union, November 19, 2015:

"Ever Upward: The History of the New York Air National Guard" is a new exhibit that opens
Saturday in the New York State Military Museum on Lake Avenue in Saratoga Springs.
The temporary exhibit uses historic pictures to trace the history of New York National Guard
airpower since 1908.
Background:
With five air wings and the 224th Air Defense Group and just under 6,000 airmen, the New
York Air National Guard is the largest Air National Guard in the U.S. New York Air National
Guard members monitor the skies east of the Mississippi, fly supplies to research bases in
Antarctica and Greenland, pilot remotely piloted aircraft over Afghanistan, transport critical
supplies to military forces around the world, conduct rescue missions behind enemy lines,
plan air operations, and coordinate airpower for infantrymen on the ground.
New York boasts the oldest military aviation unit in the National Guard, the 102nd Rescue
Squadron, a part of Long Island's 106th Rescue Wing, and a number of aviation firsts. These
include the first mass flight of military aircraft, in 1916, and the first National Guard aircraft
to sit on strip alert as part of the air defense of the United States in 1953. The first woman to
join the Air National Guard was also a New Yorker; Captain Norma Parsons in 1956.
The Air National Guard, which numbers about 100,000 nationally, is one of two reserve
components of the United States Air Force, along with the Air Force Reserve. Unlike the Air
Force Reserve, though, members of the Air National Guard also have a mission to their state.
Members of the New York Air National Guard responded to Superstorm Sandy in 2012 and
Tropical Storms Lee and Irene in 2011 as well as the freak snowstorm which hit Erie County
in 2014.
http://blog.timesunion.com/saratogaseen/exhibit-explores-nearly-100-years-of-ny-airnational-guard/26012/
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New York Army National Guard

War veteran takes command of headquarters battalion
Times Union, Nov. 15, 2015 :

Mark Frank of Cohoes, a veteran of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, was promoted to
lieutenant colonel just before he took command of the New York Army National Guard's
42nd Infantry Division's Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion in Troy.
He replaced Lt. Col. Christopher Panzer of Albany, an Iraq and Afghanistan war veteran,
during a change of command ceremony.
Frank previously served with the Joint Force Headquarters, Latham. As a full-timer, he is
executive officer for the Office of The Adjutant General Maj. Gen. Patrick Murphy.
The battalion has elements in Troy, Scotia-Glenville, Buffalo, Staten Island and Camp Smith.
Frank began his military career in 2000, when he graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in
political science from St. Bonaventure University as a Distinguished Military Graduate and
received a Reserve Army commission as a second lieutenant aviation officer. He also earned a
master of arts public administration from Webster University.
He served on active duty for seven years with assignments to the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) and First Army Division East. Frank joined the New York Army National Guard in
2007.
Frank has earned a Meritorious Service Medal, an Air Medal, an Army Commendation
Medal, an Army Achievement Medal, a Meritorious Unit Commendation; a Medal for
Humane Service to New York State, an Aviator Badge, a Parachutist Badge and an Air
Assault Badge.
O'Brien promoted to lieutenant colonel
Sean O'Brien of Schenectady, the deputy judge advocate general for the New York Army and
Air National Guard, was promoted to lieutenant colonel.
O'Brien is responsible for providing day-to-day military legal advice for the commanders and
staff of the 16,000 member New York National Guard.
He was commissioned as a member of the Judge Advocate General's Corps in 2003. He has
served as a legal assistance attorney and administrative law attorney.
As a civilian, O'Brien has served as an assistant city attorney for Schenectady, a Schenectady
County assistant district attorney, and the director of the Bureau of Adjudication for the New
York State Department of Health, and as an attorney in private practice. He also served on the
Schenectady City Council.

O'Brien served in the Air Force as an enlisted airman from 1977 to 1981.
O'Brien is a graduate of the University at Albany, from which he received a bachelor of arts
degree in history and a master of arts degree in history.
He is also a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Law School, from which he received a
juris doctorate. He is a member of the New York and Wisconsin Bar associations.
He has earned a Meritorious Service Medal, an Army Commendation Medal, an Air Force
Good Conduct Medal and an Army Reserve Component Achievement
Medal.
Capital Region soldiers advance
Richard Roney of Schuylerville was promoted to captain while serving with the New York
Army National Guard's 1108th Ordinance Company (ExplosiveOrdnance Disposal).
Anthony Tremblay of Cohoes advanced to master sergeant while on duty with the Joint Force
Headquarters.
Other promoted soldiers include:
Sergeant: Matthew Ryan, Troy, Signal Company, 42nd Infantry Division, and Jonathon
Watson of Catskill, 206th Military Police Company.
Specialist: Sarah Degnan, Slingerlands, Headquarters and Headquarters, Combat Aviation
Brigade, 42nd Infantry Division; Christopher Gallupkelsch, Clifton Park, Company E
(Forward Support Company Infantry), 427th Brigade Support Battalion, and Jeremy Wilson,
Green Island, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry.
Basic training graduates
Air Force Air National Guard Airman 1st Class James W. Denney Jr. of Scotia, Air Force
Airman Luke D. Huxhold of Galway, Airman Seth E. Parker of East Nassau, and Airman
Ashlyn N. Saupp of Glenville have graduated from basic training at Joint Base San AntonioLackland, San Antonio.
Radio host collecting Christmas cards
Melody Burns, host of the "Melody Burns Show" on Conservative Talk 1300, is collecting
Christmas cards to send to troops. For information, contact Melody at 527-5663 or
melody@melodyfburns.com. Send cards to Melody Burns, 413 Feura Bush Road, Glenmont,
NY 12077. Cards with glitter on them cannot be accepted.

http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/War-veteran-takes-command-of-headquarters6634573.php
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100 years ago in The Record: November 19
The Record, Nov. 19, 2015 :

New York State League basketball returns to Troy tonight with a new league and a new team
to represent the Collar City, The Record reports.
Professional basketball is starting over from scratch after the original State League folded
during the 1914-15 season. Many of the old State League stars, including the stalwarts of
Troy’s championship teams, have not returned.
Instead, younger talent predominates, but some of the names are familiar.
Captain John Livingstone of the New York State National Guard manages the team, which
consists mostly of local talent. Left forward Joe Evers is a younger brother of Troy baseball
legend Johnny Evers, while left guard Charles Wachter is related to former Troy franchise
owner Lew Wachter and his brother Ed, long regarded as two of the country’s top cagers.
Lew Wachter currently plays in a Pennsylvania league.
Only one player on the Troy squad is a true veteran. Bradshaw, tonight’s center, played for
Utica and Kingston in the old State League. Rounding out the lineup are right forward Dave
Beaver, a former Union college star, right guard Tom O’Neil and backup center Joe Bolster.
Playing at the old team’s stomping grounds at the State Armory, the new Trojans face a
Gloversville five managed by former Troy player Jack Noll. If most of the faces aren’t
familiar to basketball fans, the result is: a one-sided victory for Troy.
Neither team is in a hurry to start scoring in a game without a shot clock.
“For fully ten minutes after play was called both fives worked cautiously, for close guarding
made it imprudent to attempt anything but a shot from beneath the net,” our sportswriter
explains. Eleven minutes into the game, Gloversville turns the ball over. Four Troy players
shepherd it to the Gloversville basket, Beaver scoring the first basket on an assist from Evers.
Gloversville quickly ties the game but suffers from clumsy dribbling and poor shooting. At
least two first-half shots bounce off the rim while the visitors turn the ball over frequently. As
for Troy, “the Collarmakers demonstrated that they could fumble as well as their opponents,
but they were more fortunate in recovering the sphere.”

The Collarmakers prefer to work in close to the basket, scoring most of their field goals from
within three feet of the hoop. Gaining confidence as the first half wears on, the home team
leads 7-2 at halftime.
It only takes two minutes for Troy to score the first points of the second half, and the
Collarmakers never look back from there. After tonight’s 22-7 victory the Trojans travel to
Utica tomorrow.
http://www.troyrecord.com/lifestyle/20151119/100-years-ago-in-the-record-november-19
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Veterans
Wreaths Across America ceremony to be held in Auburn; orders now being
accepted
Auburn Pub, Nov. 16, 2015 :

High School students are taking orders for the Wreaths Across America project.
Individuals can purchase wreaths to remember a loved one, such as a member of the U.S.
military, or as a decoration for their home. Businesses are also encouraged to purchase
wreaths for employees and families.
The 22-inch Maine balsam wreaths are $15 each.
The Wreaths Across America project, now in its 24th year, will also conduct its sixth annual
Cayuga County ceremony at noon Saturday, Dec. 12, at The Episcopal Church of SS. Peter &
John, 169 Genesee St., Auburn. The day is the same as Wreaths Across America's ceremony
in Arlington.
The ceremony is sponsored by the students and the Cayuga County Vietnam Veterans
Chapter No. 704, who will provide the posting of colors along with the New York State Army
National Guard 102nd Military Police Company. The SK American Legion Post 1324 will
provide the rifle volley and taps, and the CI Post will sponsor a luncheon for the wreath
presenters.
The ceremony is free and open to the public.
To order a wreath, call (315) 776-5728 or (315) 252-1762, or email
ltownsend@pbcschools.org.

http://auburnpub.com/news/local/wreaths-across-america-ceremony-to-be-held-in-auburnorders/article_bd280da6-998f-5bf5-9d47-43ad23264a1f.html
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