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109th Airlift Wing
Gillibrand tours Stratton Air Base; emphasizes support for missions in
Greenland, Antarctica: Sen. Gillibrand wary of Russia's presence in Arctic
Circle, Antarctica
Times Union, February 20, 2017:

During a tour of the Stratton Air National Guard Base on Sunday, U.S. Sen. Democrat Kirsten
Gillibrand stressed the importance of the country's continued presence on the Earth's North
and South Poles for scientific research and national security.
"You have to constantly prioritize what's most important for national security and defense,"
she said when asked about threats to funding for programs near the Arctic Circle and
Antarctica. "I think this is one of the most important priorities given some of the statements
and efforts by Russia in the last few years."
In addition to being at the center of questions concerning its leader's relationship with
President Donald Trump, Russia also has had an ever increasing presence in the arctic regions
- which has concerned some countries that work together and have maintained peaceful
scientific study.
Melting ice at the poles has opened up avenues for previously unreachable minerals and
resources.
"For the U.S., Canada, Denmark, other arctic nations, it's important that we do project a
presence up there so that we protect everybody's interests in the Arctic and peaceful science,"
said Col. Shawn Clouthier, commander of the 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air Base.

"Antarctica is strictly for peaceful science studies, not to take and go down there and mine it
for oil and other minerals."
The 109th Airlift Wing is responsible for flying LC-130 aircraft for National Science
Foundation-led missions in Greenland and Antarctica. Work in these regions includes impacts
of global warming, marine life study and meteorite study to learn about other planets. The
aircraft play a crucial role, as they can carry large amounts of supplies and people and are
specially designed to land on unprepared ice and snow.
The 109th also has a presence in Afghanistan and Iraq, officials said.
While the missions currently aren't in jeopardy of losing federal funding, both Gillibrand and
Clouthier said it's always a concern.
The funding is "extremely important" in order to update and maintain the multi-million-dollar
aircrafts, Clouthier said.
"Not just for the science that goes on, but the strategic avenue of having a presence in
Antarctica for the United States," he said. "There is an ever-increasing interest in the Arctic,
and the U.S. needs to play a role in that."
Trump faces heightened scrutiny over his ties to Russia following the resignation of his
national security advisor, Michael Flynn, due to Flynn's contact with Russian officials prior to
Trump taking office.
Gillibrand, who sits on the Armed Services Committee, said the recent revelations have her
focused on national security, and she's concerned about the country and the well-being of its
citizens.
Russia's possible role in influencing the 2016 presidential election is also one of Gillibrand's
concerns.
"I'm very concerned about another country trying to undermine our elections.
Our democracy depends on free and fair elections, and so I'm concerned about these actions
by Russia," she said. "I'm concerned about how the president is reacting to other foreign
countries and positioning us in a more volatile way."
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Gillibrand-tours-Stratton-Air-Base-emphasizes10944647.php
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Sen. Gillibrand Tours 109th Airlift Wing, Discusses National Topics

Time Warner, Feb. 19, 2017:

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. -- Touring the Stratton Air National Guard Base in Schenectady on
Sunday, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand showed her support for the Antarctica missions completed by
the 109th Airlift Wing, which has the only ski-equipped C-130 planes in the world. This
allows them to land in artic regions on ice and snow.
The missions include military operations and scientific experiments through the National
Science Foundation. The aircraft are also used for search and rescue missions, and the airlift
wing also goes on other missions to Greenland, Afghanistan and Iraq.
"This is such an impressive mission, and given all that's going on in the world, it's really
important that we continue to invest in this mission and make sure they have the resources to
recapitalize these aircrafts," said Gillibrand.
"There are modernization projects that we're doing for these aircrafts right now that does take
funding and to keep them a viable resource for the U.S. and for national science foundation to
fly in the arctic and Antarctica," said Colonel Shawn Clouthier, commander of 109th Airlift
Wing.
But aside from talking about the importance of continued funding for these missions, Sen.
Gillibrand also answered questions about concerns that span way beyond Schenectady. She
worries repealing the Affordable Care Act could be detrimental.
"Taking away Obamacare will harm many, many people," said Gillibrand. "Many people
have stood up, particularly Democratic leaders, to say we can't repeal Obamacare. If we want
to fix it, we can certainly fix it but taking away insurance for millions of people is wrong."
Speaking on the executive order issued by President Donald Trump banning travel from seven
majority-Muslim countries, the Senator hopes it is never reinstated.
"What he's doing is morally wrong. To say whole religious groups can't come to this country,
to say immigrants can't come to this country, to be so fearful of refugees," said Gillibrand.
But one of the main concerns of the Senator is the country's national security: an issue she
calls a top priority.
"I am very concerned about another country trying to undermine our elections. Our
democracy depends on free and fair elections and so I am concerned by these acts by Russia. I
am concerned how the president is reacting to other foreign countries and positioning us in a
more volatile way. I'm concerned about the country and our well-being and it's one of the
roles I take very seriously on the Armed Services Committee," said Gillibrand.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2017/02/19/senator-gillibrand-tours-109thairlift-wing--discusses-national-topics.html
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Gillibrand Touring Schenectady, Poughkeepsie Sunday
WAMC, Feb. 19. 2017:

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand is touring upstate New York Sunday.
Gillibrand, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, will tour Stratton Air
National Guard Base in Schenectady County where she is scheduled to receive a briefing
from officials with the New York National Guard and 109th Airlift Wing.
The Democrat is due to discuss the importance of the 109th's Antarctic mission and the
growing importance of the Arctic. The Airlift Wing flies ski-equipped C-130s, allowing the
planes to take off and land on ice and snowpack.
http://wamc.org/post/gillibrand-touring-schenectady-poughkeepsie-sunday
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Sen. Gillibrand tours Air National Guard base in Scotia
WNYT, Feb. 19, 2017:

SCOTIA - Senator Kirsten Gillibrand stopped by the Capital Region Sunday to take a tour of
the Stratton Air National Guard Base. Gillibrand is a member of the Senate Armed Forces
Committee.
While at the base, she was briefed on the importance of the 109-T Airlift Wing's ski-equipped
C-130s. Those are the only of its kind and enable pilots to take off and land on ice and snow.
"Given some of the statements and efforts by Russia in the last few years, I think it's
important that we maintain this ability and this capability and the planes here are the only 10
in the United States that do this work and so we need to make sure they're recapitalized and
fully functioning and constantly upgraded," Gillibrand explained.
http://wnyt.com/politics/senator-kirsten-gillibrand-stratton-air-national-guard-basescotia/4404583/
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174th Attack Wing

Onondaga Co. Sheriff's Office finds new home for Air-1: Sheriff's Helicopter
now being housed at Hancock Field with 174th Attack Wing
Syracuse.com, Feb 21, 2017:

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (WSYR-TV) - Start getting use to seeing Onondaga County's Air-1
Sheriff's helicopter taking off and landing at Hancock airport.
The Sheriff's Office has struck a deal with the 174th Attack Wing to house the chopper at the
Air National Guard's Hancock Field base.
Onondaga County Sheriff Gene Conway tells NewsChannel 9, "The fact that
there's not a lot of places for us to bring the helicopter made this opportunity with the airbase
basically a one of a kind situation for us."
With the building in serious disrepair the department has been looking for some time now for
a place to house its most expensive asset.
Sheriff Conway says, "We know that when we leave at the end of their shift, the pilots, its not
only in a well maintained facility but it's a much, much more secure facility then certainly we
had at Amboy."
He says Air-1 still does come out to its old Amboy home to get fuel. The system there is too
old to move to Hancock Field.
The Sheriff says they are looking for grant money to buy new fuel tanks and lines to fill up
the chopper out at Hancock Field.
The only cost to Onondaga County to keep Air-1 at the base is that of utilities.
The program for Air-1 stays the same despite its new home, flying about 600 hours per
year. It's staffed 4 p.m. to 2 a.m.
The only thing different for flight crews, for now, is getting used to flying in and out of such a
busy airfield like Hancock which is unique with both military and commercial aircraft using
it.
Sheriff Conway says, "Coming in and out of the helicopter might take a few more minutes but
the tradeoff is just so great for us to be able to be here and have the facilities we have, the
partnership with the 174th."
With the State Police now housing its chopper for the region in Rochester Air-1 is the only
law enforcement helicopter for several miles around Conway says.

http://www.localsyr.com/news/local-news/onondaga-co-sheriffs-office-finds-new-home-forair-1/660876380
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27th Brigade
Local Nat'l Guard Soldier Wins Best of Brigade
The Examiner, Feb. 22, 2017:

Earlier this month at Fort Drum, Mitchell Stogel of White Plains won a New York Army
National Guard soldier competition as Best of the Brigade for Non Commissioned Officers
(NCOs). He will advance to the National Guard's statewide competition.
Stogel is one of 12 Soldiers from the New York Army National Guard's 27th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team who vied to be the best in the brigade.
Each of the brigade's six battalions sent two finalists to compete in the three-day competition.
One Soldier competed in the junior enlisted category for Soldiers in the rank of specialist and
below and one competed in the noncommissioned officer category for sergeants to sergeants
first class.
Just making it to the brigade-level competition is an accomplishment in itself, said 27th
Infantry Brigade Sgt. Major Thomas Ciampolillo. A Soldier has to be selected first by their
company and then compete and win their respective battalion best warrior competition, he
said.
Selected as the best in the brigade were Cpl. Mitchell Cooper, an infantryman assigned to
Delta Company, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment from Camillus, N.Y., and Sgt.
Mitchell Stogel, from White Plains, an infantryman assigned to the Headquarters Company,
1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment.
During the competition the soldiering skills of each contestant were put to the test.
The first hurdle was a formal military board comprised of all the 27th IBCT battalion
command sergeants major and presided over by Ciampolillo.
During the board the Soldiers were tested on their knowledge of Army policies, regulations,
and history.
Following the board, the Soldiers participated in a hands-on weapons evaluation.

After the weapons portion of the competition, armed with only a compass, protractor and
map, the Soldiers put their orienteering skills to the test by completing a land navigation
course.
The most strenuous part of the competition was the eight-mile ruck march.
With a 35-pound rucksack on their backs, each of the contestants was up before daybreak to
complete the competition's final event.
After completing all of the above events as well as the Army Physical Fitness Test and
written exam, the two winners were selected and announced.
Cooper and Stogel will represent the 27th IBCT as they advance to the statewide competition
scheduled for early March where they will compete against Soldiers representing the 53rd
Troop Command, Joint Force Headquarters, and the 42nd Infantry Division.
The winners of that competition face off against the best National Guard Soldiers and NCOs
from other northeast states in a bid to be the best in the Army National Guard and the Army.
This past November, Stogel won a similar competition at the Battalion level.
That honor earned him a free trip to Ireland this spring.
A 2008 graduate of White Plains High School, Stogel served 3-1/2 years in the regular Army,
including a nine-month tour in Afghanistan. He is currently an honors student majoring in
Architecture at NYIT.
Mitchell is the son of Chris and Chuck Stogel of White Plains.
http://www.theexaminernews.com/local-natl-guard-soldier-wins-best-of-brigade/
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Counter Drug Task Force
Around Geneseo: Safe drug disposal is increasingly important
Livingston County News, Feb. 20, 2017:

The February county TRIAD meeting was meaningful with LCASA representative Rick
Levey's presentation of the youth drug abuse scene. A survey indicated increasing approval
for legalizing marijuana among young people. The heroin-related death rate contines to

increase. Mike Didas, TRIAD adviser, reviewed wise practices for disposing of unused drugs
including three drop-off centers in Dansville, Geneseo and Caledonia. He suggested keeping a
record of all home pharmaceuticals. Sometimes visitors knowingly remove drugs from
medicine cabinets. Grandparents especially to be watchful.
Representing Geneseo-York-Groveland were Alena Farmer, David Kosner, Jess Baum, Tim
Cornell and the Rev. Paul Metzger.
http://www.thelcn.com/lcn05/around-geneseo-safe-drug-disposal-is-increasingly-important20170220
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Police: 8 children removed from home after Moravia drug raid, 4 people charged
Syracuse. Com, February 23, 2017:

MORAVIA, N.Y. -- Four people face charges of making methamphetamine after authorities
raided a trailer in southern Cayuga County earlier this month and removed eight children.
Police with the Finger Lakes Drug Task Force executed a search warrant on Feb. 16 at the
trailer, located at 5623 Sayles Corners Road in the town of Moravia.
Authorities said that as a result of the raid eight children were removed from the home by
Cayuga County Child Protective Services.
After an investigation four people were arrested by police on Thursday.
Arrested were Mark Crysler, Jonathan Wood, Elizabeth Crysler and Ashley Wood. Each was
charged with third-degree unlawful manufacture of methamphetamine and endangering the
welfare of a child. Police did not provide addresses for them.
Crsler was also charged with unlawful disposal of methamphetamine laboratory material and
Wood was also charged with fourth-degree criminal possession of a weapon and seventhdegree criminal possession of a controlled substance.
Authorities did not provide details of the investigation or say if they actually found a
functioning methamphetamine lab during the raid.
In addition to the task force, which includes Auburn police and the Cayuga County Sheriff's
Office, police said they had help from the state Department of Environmental Conservation,
the New York State Police and the Army National Guard Counterdrug Task Force.

http://www.syracuse.com/crime/index.ssf/2017/02/police_8_children_removed_from_home_
after_moravia_drug_raid_4_people_charged.html
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Military Museum
Four Capital Region museums explore World War I: Museums look at local
buildup to conflict
Times Union, Feb. 21, 2017:

The impact of World War I on New York and the Capital Region is a story that state and local
museums are telling as the centennial of the U.S. entry into the war approaches.
"New York state contributed more men, money and materials than any other state," said
Aaron Noble, a state senior historian.
Seventy-five percent of the American Expeditionary Force left for Europe through the port of
New York. One in 10 of all U.S. casualties were New Yorkers. The holes they left behind
rippled throughout their families a century ago and to this day.
"It was a war of uncles. They were young men who died without having any children," said
Mary Zawacki, curator of "Together Until the End: Schenectady in World War I" for the
Schenectady County Historical Society.
From the state perspective at the State Museum in Albany and the New York State Military
Museum and Veterans Research Center in Saratoga Springs to the local view at the
Rensselaer County Historical Society and the Schenectady County Historical Society, the
story of the Great War is one that has been forgotten by many.
"A Spirit of Sacrifice: New York State in the First World War" at the State Museum draws on
a variety of records and artifacts from the State Library and State Archives. The plan was for
an exhibit of 1,200 square feet, but the state's story is so broad that the space was tripled to
3,600 square feet. World War I was the first time that media was used extensively for
propaganda, and there will be scores of posters from the war, Noble said.
There's also the show of uniforms, such as one from the 165th Infantry Regiment, formerly
New York's 69th, known as the Fighting 69th. Noble said most New York National Guard
units retained their state identity and did not happily assume their new federal regimental
numbers.
New York's 15th Regiment became the 369th Regiment, or Harlem Hellfighters.

This African-American unit fought with the French Army and was the unit of Medal of Honor
recipient Sgt. Henry Johnson of Albany.
Noble noted that the exhibit includes an Enfield rifle manufactured for the British army by
Remington Arms in Ilion, Herkimer County, and also for the U.S. Army.
The state military museum's permanent exhibit, "Fiery Trial and Sacrifice - New York and the
First World War," explains the state's military role in World War I. It focuses on the major
units such as the 27th, 77th and 42nd divisions, and personalities such as Johnson, the Rev.
Francis P. Duffy and the poet Joyce Kilmer (''Trees''), a sergeant in the 165th Infantry.
"We highlight the role New York played," said Courtney Burns, the museum's executive
director.
The Rensselaer County Historical Society is taking a different tack with its exhibit
"Doughboys to Dylan: The Changing Time on the Rensselaer County Homefront."
"We're focusing more on the changing times than the wars," said Stacy Pomeroy Draper,
curator for RCHS.
"We're talking about the home front. The World War I experience was telescoped into two
years," Draper said.
The historical society is comparing the experience of World War I to the Vietnam War.
Women's suffrage, the draft, veterans issues, social issues and dealing with mustard gas or
Agent Orange are topics that appear during and after each of these conflicts.
The exhibit explains that the Junior American Red Cross grew out of Troy and expanded
nationally. In Albany, the American Red Star Animal Relief Program got its start and
continues to this day as Animal Emergency Services.
At the Schenectady County Historical Society, the exhibit shows how support for the war was
developed and how women entered the workforce in the factories and deployed overseas as
nurses. "Schenectady was operating at 100 percent capacity," Zawacki said.
Across all four exhibits comes a picture of a state and its communities revving up for a war
that touched families at every level.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Four-Capital-Region-museums-explore-World-WarI-10946659.php
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New York Army National Guard

Military Notes: Cayuga County National Guardsmen promoted
Auburn Pub, Feb 18, 2017:

LATHAM - Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, the adjutant general for the state of New York,
has announced the recent promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
. James Briggs, from Weedsport, and assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
102nd Military Police Battalion, received a promotion to the rank of private first class.
. Maria White, from Auburn, and assigned to 222nd Military Police Company, received a
promotion to the rank of private first class.
. Jake Blumer, from Weedsport, and assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry, received a promotion to the rank of specialist.
For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit dmna.ny.gov or
1800goguard.com.
http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/military-notes-cayuga-county-national-guardsmenpromoted/article_b1d1cc93-4517-5b49-a491-afbab24d462c.html
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Army National Guard Spc. Matthew Warren from Manlius begins military
career
Madison County Courier, Feb. 24 2017:
Feb 24, 2017

Major General Anthony P. German, the Adjutant General of New York, announces the recent
service accomplishment of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of
their initial commitment to serve community, state and nation.
The newest Citizen Soldiers to complete Army basic combat training and advanced individual
training were welcomed to their units during a New York Army National Guard battle
handoff ceremony February 12, 2017.
Spc. Matthew Warren from Manlius, N.Y., was formally welcomed into the C Troop, 2nd
Squadron, 101st Cavalry (Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition) during a
transition ceremony at the Masten Ave. Armory in Buffalo.

The ceremony marks their completion of the National Guard Recruit Sustainment Program, a
preparatory training program that provides new recruits with training, lessons and skills to
excel at their initial military training.
The Soldiers will now embark on their traditional National Guard service to state and nation
as part-time Citizen Soldiers.
“The handoff ceremony marks the introduction of our new Soldiers to their unit and receiving
new shoulder insignia, highlighting the start of their military service here in New York to
serve state and nation,” German said. “I congratulate these Soldiers for their initial
accomplishments in training as their first milestone of a career as a Citizen Soldier.”
“Every Soldier or Airman in every unit across our state plays an important role in defending
our homeland and serving our nation. We welcome these newest Citizen Soldiers as part of
our New York National Guard family.”
For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov or
www.1800goguard.com.
The New York National Guard (New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs) is
the state’s executive agency responsible to the Governor for managing New York’s Military
Forces, which consists of nearly 20,000 members of the New York Army National Guard, the
New York Air National Guard, the New York Naval Militia and the New York Guard.
http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=78100
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Rosetta Burke Became New York State's First Female Brigadier General
Time Warner, Feb 21, 2017:

Rosetta Burke is a true trailblazer -- serving our country in the National Guard and becoming
the first female general. In the next part of our series, 'Facing the Rising Sun: Profiles of
Black History,' Tamani Wooley shares how she was able to become a hero for women in the
military.
Retired Brigadier General Rosetta Burke believes in doing everything with excellence,
whether it's playing the organ at church or serving her fellow servicemen and women or
members of the community.
"She is a personal friend, a mentor and an absolute role model in every sense of the word,"
said friend MaryJo Hughes.

General Burke served in the Army and National Guard. In 1995, she became the first woman
ever to receive the ranking of brigadier general, breaking the glass ceiling by becoming the
National Guard assistant adjutant general in New York state.
"I felt a sense of responsibility just being me in the first place," Burke said. "So adding the
rank to it was icing on the cake, which meant that I had to stand with my shoulders even more
squared and be able to talk and bring others along where I dreamed."
The Pittsburgh native grew up with dreams of becoming a nurse. She entered the Army
reserves in 1962 to help pay for school. After 30 years in the reserves and working with the
Department of Corrections, she retired as a colonel in 1992, then transferred to serve with
Adjutant General Michael Hall in the National Guard.
"He wanted to bring children that were heading in the wrong direction in the right direction,
and the military was one of the ways that indeed you could do that," she said.
Burke didn't let fear or adversity hold her back.
"I didn't look at the difference of my wearing a skirt or wearing slacks, because I can wear
both and depending on my ability," she said.
It's this belief that she strives to pass on to young people.
"Be yourself, look at what you can do, look at your own abilities and improve it if you can,"
Burke said.
Burke believes it's time military women get the proper recognition for their contributions and
opportunities they deserve.
"They have come a long way because there was, once upon a time when I was serving, that
they didn't want us to be in the foxhole. Now we're flying the planes," she said. "We're
actually getting into the submarines."
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2017/02/20/rosetta-burke-the-first-nys-femalebrigadere-general.html
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Local soldiers re-enlist with New York Army National Guard
Greece Post, Feb. 22, 2017:

Spc. Francesco Cappiello, of Rochester; and Staff Sgt. Steven Hammerl, of Greece, recently
re-enlisted to continue service with the New York Army National Guard.

Cappiello serves with the Company A, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion.
Hammerl serves with the 22nd Military Police Company.
Rochester resident joins New York Army National Guard Pvt. Matthew Nogle, of Rochester,
recently joined the New York Army National Guard with a formal ceremony at the Patriot
Way Soldier Readiness Center in Rochester.
Nogle was formally welcomed into the Troop A. 2nd Squadron 101st Cavalry.
The unit specializes in reconnaissance, surveillance and target acquisition.
The ceremony marked Nogle's completion of the National Guard Recruit Sustainment
program, basic Army combat training and advancedindividual training
http://www.greecepost.com/news/20170222/notable-names
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South Shore Residents Join The National Guard: They were welcomed to their
service in a ceremony last week.
Long Beach Patch, February 22, 2017:

Two South Shore residents are among the newest batch of recruits to complete their basic
training and join the New York Army National Guard.
The newest Citizen Soldiers to complete Army basic combat training and advanced individual
training were welcomed to their units during a New York Army National Guard battle
handoff ceremony on Feb. 12.
Pvt. Michael Minerva, of Bellmore, was formally welcomed into the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry during a transition ceremony at the
Farmingdale Armed Forces Reserve Center in Farmingdale.
Pvt. Nicholas Ryan, of Long Beach, was formally welcomed into the 4th Finance Detachment
during a transition ceremony at the Lexington Ave. Armory in New York.

The ceremony marks their completion of the National Guard Recruit Sustainment Program, a
preparatory training program that provides new recruits with training, lessons and skills to
excel at their initial military training. The soldiers will now embark on their traditional
National Guard service to state and nation as part-time Citizen Soldiers.
"The handoff ceremony marks the introduction of our new soldiers to their unit and receiving
new shoulder insignia, highlighting the start of their military service here in New York to
serve state and nation," said Major General Anthony P. German, the Adjutant General of New
York. "I congratulate these soldiers for their initial accomplishments in training as their first
milestone of a career as a Citizen Soldier."
http://patch.com/new-york/longbeach/south-shore-residents-join-national-guard
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PFOA Issue
Homeowners Near Westhampton Air Base Plan To Sue Suffolk County Over
Drinking Water Contamination
27 East, Feb. 22, 2017 :

Isaac and Arneal Green said they've heard rumblings about possible drinking water well
contamination for years.
That is the main reason why the couple, who live on Hazelwood Avenue in Westhampton
Beach, have had their private water well tested for contaminants every few years since
moving to the area in 1976. Those tests have always come back negative-which made it all
the more surprising when they were contacted in July by Suffolk County officials who wanted
to test their well water for two new chemicals, perfluorooctane sulfonate, or PFOS, and
perfluorooctanoic acid, or PFOA.
It turns out that those chemicals, since traced back to fire suppression foam used in the past at
the New York Air National Guard base at Francis S. Gabreski Airport in Westhampton, were
never included in testing, because they were never deemed a hazard by the federal
government.
That has since changed, and, within two days of being contacted by the county, the Greens
learned that their well had tested positive. A second round of testing revealed that their water
contained elevated levels of one of the contaminants; specifically, their water contained 0.086
parts per billion of PFOA, above the Environmental Protection Agency's new recommended
safe level of 0.07 ppb.

They were immediately instructed to stop drinking their well water, and the county began
sending them weekly water bottle deliveries. In December, the Suffolk County Water
Authority finished hooking up their home to public water at no cost.
"I had heard inklings of possible contamination at the base years ago," Mr. Green said this
week. "But it was never really mentioned what it was and then, all of a sudden, it became a
thing. I don't know who put a flame under whose rear-end, but it became a big thing-fast."
The Greens are now listed as plaintiffs in a notice of claim filed on October 20 against
Suffolk County, which owns the airport where the chemicals have been traced. The notice,
typically a precursor to an actual lawsuit, contends that the county was negligent in protecting
homeowners with private wells for decades. In total 39 notices have been filed against Suffolk
County, representing more than 100 residents from Westhampton, Westhampton Beach and
Quiogue.
The contamination was announced in July when Suffolk County officials said they had
detected both chemicals in testing wells at Gabreski Airport. At the time, Suffolk Health
Department officials tested the wells at 69 private homes and said they discovered
contamination in eight, with levels ranging from 0.086 ppb to 1.88 ppb. Traces of the
chemicals were also discovered in three additional wells, but in trace amounts and lower than
EPA guidelines.
The chemicals had also been detected in small amounts in the public water system but that
concern has been addressed with the installation of filters, officials said.
Presently, not a lot is known about the potential long-term effects that come with the constant
consumption of water containing high amounts of PFOS and PFOA, though the chemicals
have been linked to certain inflammatory diseases and cancers in preliminary studies. That
raises additional concerns for local residents, like the Greens, who have likely been drinking
contaminated water for decades. Authorities suspect that the chemicals were introduced into
the groundwater as far back as the 1950s and 1960s, when firefighting foam was regularly
used at the base.
Elizabeth and Jerome Liggon, who owned a home on Peter's Lane on Quiogue for 10 years,
said this week that they feared there were issues with their water for years, citing the high
number of their neighbors who would complain about various illnesses. Unlike the Greens,
their home was hooked up to public water.
"I noticed a problem years ago because every time you turned around someone on our block
had cancer and was dying of something," Mr. Liggon said. "My thing has always been that it
has to be the water because that is the common denominator. You don't have to be a rocket
scientist to figure out what we are all drinking. It's not confirmed, but this does give me some
validation."

According to the Liggons, who now live in Riverhead, they now think that many of their own
family's ailments-including kidney damage and chronic thyroid problems-are a direct result of
drinking the water.
"Almost every household in the area has some serious illness," Ms. Liggon said. "Not one
individual house that doesn't have a health ailment that needs to be monitored."
Like the Greens, the Liggons are now being represented in their claims by Paul Napoli and
Patrick Lanciotti of the Manhattan-based law firm Napoli and Shkolnik. This week, Mr.
Lanciotti confirmed that the residents will all be seeking financial settlements-he declined to
say how much-from Suffolk County, who they say failed to install any protective barriers
between the base and local water supplies.
He added that his clients also want to be part of a blood-testing program that was announced
last week by the New York State Department of Health.
That testing will monitor any health risks posed by long-term exposure to the chemicals,
though it remained unclear this week who would qualify and when the testing would begin.
Vanessa Baird Streeter, a spokeswoman for the county, said she could not comment on the
notices of claim, explaining that she cannot discuss pending litigation.
According to Mr. Lanciotti, Suffolk County is currently reviewing all of the notices of claim
and has requested a hearing with each individual plaintiff to review their charges and
evidence filed against the county. The hearings started earlier this year, with 17 already
completed and the remainder scheduled for March, he added.
After the hearings are finished, Mr. Lanciotti said the county will have a chance to respond to
the claims. Once that happens, his firm will decide whether or not to pursue actual lawsuits,
according to the attorney.
"My wife is terrified about this situation," Mr. Green said, noting that many of their neighbors
have suffered unusual illnesses or died too early.
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