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105th Airlift Wing
NYS DOH Formally Announces PFOS Blood Testing Program For Newburgh
WAMC, Sep 20, 2016:

A public meeting last night concerning an update on the PFOS water contamination issue in
Newburgh brought a formal announcement about the launch of a blood testing program for
the city. But with it came more questions and concerns.
Many more seats were filled in the auditorium at Mount Saint Mary College in Newburgh
than at the first such public forum in June. Local, state and federal officials first delivered a
recap of what has been done to address PFOS contamination and residents grew impatient,
wanting to hear more about a blood testing program.

That was Newburgh City Councilman Torrance Harvey, among others, interrupting state
Department of Health Director of the Center for Environmental Health Dr. Nathan Graber.
Graber did announce a comprehensive blood testing program for the city of Newburgh.
"And we're going to be working with our federal colleagues at the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry to understand the best way to do this and create a national
model for how to respond to these effectively," Graber says.
Harvey still has questions and concerns.
"I talk to my constituents on a daily basis and they want to know, when are they going to start
the testing. They didn't' tell us that tonight They continue to skirt around the issue," Harvey
says. "And I don't mean to be aggressive, but we're talking about human lives."
Orange County Legislator Jim Kulisek passed Harvey in the lobby during the forum, saying
he thinks Harvey's critique is too harsh.
"It's not just him. It's some people in there.. There's a slew of people here to help and
everybody's in there berating them," Kulisek says. "They didn't cause this. They're here trying
to make things right for somebody else's problem that had been caused by them."
And Graber responds to Harvey's calls for when, where and how.
"I think we certainly appreciate him advocating on behalf of his community and we're going
to work as hard as we can to provide that information as soon as possible," Graber says.
Asked whether he were clear on the blood testing program announcement, Newburgh City
Manager Michael Ciaravino answered:
"I'm not. It felt like a bit of a tease," says Ciaravino. "There was a lot working up to tonight's
event that we believed there was going to be more of an announcement, more specifics."
The Newburgh forum comes a few weeks after state Senate and Assembly hearings on the
fallout from PFOA-contaminated water in Hoosick Falls, where officials and residents
expressed anger and frustration. Meanwhile, Graber says that for the biomonitoring program
in Newburgh, DOH will be working with local leaders, community groups, and federal
partners to conduct coordinated outreach and ensure participation from a cross-section of
residents.
He says a cross section would include city residents from different neighborhoods,
backgrounds, and different potential for degrees of exposure.
"So the idea is to get as many people to reach out to us as possible, to get them to sign up, and
work as hard as we can to provide the capacity to give them the services that they're asking
for," Graber says. "And if our capacity gets exceeded, we'll turn to our federal partners to ask
them for support and assistance."

"What is the capacity then for the state?" asks Dunne.
"So I don't think we have an answer to that exact question at this time," Graber says. "It's
something that we're trying to work out as we go through what the program's going to exactly
be delivering for the people of the city."
Orange County Legislator Chris Eachus, a Democrat running against longtime state Senator
Bill Larkin, says the Health Department needs to cast a wider net for its blood testing
program.
"The podium, the folks up on the podium there, or on the stage, seem pretty satisfied that
they're taking care of the City of Newburgh," says Eachus.
"And yet, right now, as we speak, that PFOS water is still pouring down Silver Stream getting
into wells for the people of the City of Newburgh, the Town of New Windsor and the Town
of Cornwall, and yet they haven't been mentioned."
Larkin had been calling for the blood testing on behalf of his constituents.
"They want this and they want it now," says Larkin.
New York in August declared Stewart Air National Guard Base a state Superfund site, some
three months after the public learned of PFOS contamination in the main source of drinking
water for Newburgh – Washington Lake. Dan Shapley is water quality program manager for
Riverkeeper.
"We want nothing less for Newburgh than was delivered for Hoosick Falls or other
communities where blood testing was made available to anyone who had been exposed and
wanted to get that blood testing," Shapley says. "That's the test that the Department of Health
needs to meet here."
The Environmental Protection Agency says studies show that exposure to PFOS can result in
damage to the thyroid and liver, decreased fertility in women and babies with low birth
weights and different developmental effects. The city now draws water from the Catskill
Aqueduct for which the state is picking up the tab. The state also will fund the installation of a
permanent carbon filtration system, expected to be up and running by October 2017.
Maritza Medina is a City of Newburgh resident who took advantage of the EPA's Spanish
translation and interpretation services at the forum. She was signing up for blood testing in
the lobby. Medina was with her son, who is 16, so Medina thought he would not be permitted
to be tested because of age.
"He's still a minor. Can he register? I thought it was only for older people to register," says
Medina through a translator.

The translator informed her that, in fact, he may sign up. Newburgh residents interested in
participating or learning more may email the state Health Department at beoe@health.ny.gov
or call (518) 402-7950. There also is a Water Quality Hotline at 1-800-801-8092.
http://wamc.org/post/nys-doh-formally-announces-pfos-blood-testing-program-newburgh
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Citizen concerns mount over Newburgh water contamination
Mid-Hudson News, Sept, 20, 2016:

NEWBURGH - Residents of Newburgh left a lengthy session concerning PFOScontaminated drinking water late Monday night more confused and frustrated than before.
A panel of experts from the state departments of Environmental Conservation, Health and
Transportation and federal EPA, along with local environmental organization representatives,
and city officials, was assumed to be the forum for an announcement on the free blood-testing
of residents.
However, many found the hearing that was meant to be for public input, overrun by technical
jargon and redundant presentations; leaving very little time for public input and leaving many
attendees more confused about the crisis than when they arrived.
The DEC announced the investigation they have been conducting yielded the primary source
of contamination coming from the Stewart Eastern Airfield Drain, measuring 5,900 parts per
trillion of carcinogenic PFOS. They also announced a minimal contamination in Washington
Lake's soil, leaving no need for dredging, no PFOS in Brown's Pond, a $2.4 million
commitment to New York City to pay for Newburgh's tap of the Catskill Aqueduct, full
funding of treatment systems for the city's water supply.
On the other hand, news regarding the anticipated blood-testing announcement, which
residents were able to sign up for at the hearing, was not received as comprehensively as the
public had thought.
Director of the Center for Environmental Health for the state Health Department, Dr. Nathan
Graber, said the bio-monitoring program they plan to launch would essentially test blood,
collect information on risk factors associated with exposure to residents, as well as people
who are concerned about their exposure, and provide that information back to the community
so there can be an understanding of the exposure to PFOS from drinking water.
Graber added that a PFOS blood-test is highly specialized, not one that a doctor's office can
conduct, that it's a test limited to analysis from only a few labs in the country, only one in

New York, and that if more people than expected signed up for the program, they would look
to their federal partners to help cover the cost.
Councilman Torrance Harvey said that information was crucial to the public he represents.
The lack of concrete information shows him it is not a priority for the state and governor. But,
James Plastiras said that is not the case.
"Ensuring water quality and protecting the public health of residents in Newburgh is top
priority for the administration, which is why we independently and proactively reviewed
water quality reports submitted to the federal EPA. When we discovered the presence of
PFOS in the Newburgh water supply, we immediately took action to secure and fund a new,
uncontaminated water source, even though the PFOS levels were below the federal guidelines
at that time. And because this issue is a priority, we are paying for a state-of-the-art granular
activated carbon filter, and working with our federal partners to launch a comprehensive
biomonitoring program in Newburgh," he said.
"They keep skirting around it; so, this second meeting, a lot of people wanted to know the
date, the time, and the location for the free blood testing and they still have not provided us
that," said Harvey. "That's a problem for me because our constituents are constantly calling us
up saying when, where and how are we going to get this testing done."
The meeting was a "bit of a tease" to City Manager Michael Ciaravino, who said after the
session the city wants a clean Washington Lake back.
"This has really consumed the community in a way that is starting to build, particularly as it
relates to the health effects from this problem; so, we want to get this behind us and we want
to be able to do the health effects testing, we want not only the state Superfund designation,
but I've asked for the EPA to consider a federal Superfund designation as well," he said.
Ciaravino added that they will be changing the format of the next hearing, occurring in
November at the Newburgh Armory, to allow for minimal presentation and more public input.
Residents of the city, or outlying towns potentially affected by the PFOS crisis, who want to
join in the bio-monitoring program, should contact beoe@health.ny.gov, or 518-402-7950.
http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2016/September/20/Nbrg_water_mtg-20Sep16.html
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Water Contamination Meeting in Newburgh Erupts as Residents Want Their
Say : Officials cut short as Newburgh residents demand answers on blood testing
The Epoch Times ,9/21/16:

NEWBURGH-Federal, state, and local officials spoke for more than an hour in Newburgh on
Sept. 19 before Newburgh residents demanded a promised Q&A session get underway.
Residents attended the public meeting at Mount Saint Mary College to hear updates on the
chemical contamination in the city's reservoir, Washington Lake, followed by a period for
questions from the public.
The panel of experts discussed the status of the city's public drinking ater supply and
associated health risks from contamination by Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS), a chemical
with links to cancer.
Frustrated residents interrupted Dr. Nathan Graber, director of the state Center for
Environmental Health, to ask about blood testing. "Time for questions," they yelled midway
through his presentation. "We want to know when, where, and how the blood testing is going
to take place."
In his letter to the state's health Commissioner, Howard Zucker, Newburgh City Manager
Michael Ciaravino said he hoped at this meeting that he or Graber would "lay out in detail
your plans and your timetable for implementing a biological monitoring and health
assessment program to determine the health impact, if any, on those who have been drinking
our water."
Before the hearing, residents were allowed to sign up for blood testing, and many wanted to
hear how the testing would be conducted.
Graber said there were many options and the testing process is very complicated as something
of this scale has not been done before. A PFOS blood test is highly specialized, not one that a
doctor's office can conduct, he said. There is only one lab in the state that can do the analysis.
Both he and Ciaravino said this might be a prototype for contamination testing nationally.
Graber said the Center for Environmental Health will soon launch a bio-monitoring program,
which includes blood testing, and collects information on risk factors associated with
exposure to residents.
The meeting started with Newburgh Mayor Judy Kennedy's kudos to Ciaravino, who has
written several letters to high-level officials to get the problem
of PFOS contamination addressed. "We have had a city manager as tenacious as any bulldog
to stay on top of this issue," Kennedy said.
We now have reason to believe that PFOS may have been present in the Lake for the last 25
years.
- Michael Ciaravino, Newburgh City Manager

Ciaravino said the good news is that the city has clean water for perhaps the first time in
decades after the city switched over to using New York City's water supplies. In a letter dated
Sept. 12 Ciaravino said to Zucker, "We now have reason to believe that PFOS may have been
present in the Lake for the last 25 years."
As a temporary measure, the city first switched its water supply, which mainly came from
Washington Lake, to Brown Pond, then the Catskill Aqueduct because of the pond's falling
water levels. "Brown pond was falling so low that it was starting to damage the aquaculture in
the pond," Ciaravino said.
He held up a large red funnel to explain how Washington Lake became contaminated. Stewart
Air National Guard base, where the PFOS contamination from firefighting foam is believed to
have come from, is the highest point at an elevation of 150 ft. Ciaravino said Newburgh,
New Windsor, and Washington Lake are at the base of the funnel. "Whatever goes on inside
this funnel comes downhill," he said.
George Heitzman a project manager with the DEC's Division of Environmental Remediation,
showed a graph that showed several places with high concentrations of PFOS at the base.
The worst area was the scene of two releases of foam in 1998 during fires in base hangars, he
said. The foam is a base that needs water and a concentrate of PFOS added to it. The hangar
fires led to a direct release of the concentrate.
Heitzman said that the two billion gallons of water in Washington Lake has under 3 1/2
pounds of the contaminant, which is equivalent to 170 parts per trillion units. The
Environmental Protection Agency said in a health advisory that no more than 70 parts per
trillion is safe for long-term exposure. The state is also concerned there is more still up at the
air base that can contaminate Washington Lake.
Martin Brand, deputy commissioner for remediation and materials management for the state
DEC, said the state will also conduct tests this fall on fish in the lake. On Sept. 7 the New
York Department of Health (DOH) began sampling private wells in New Windsor that are
near Stewart Air National Guard base, Graber said. Lawsuit
The law firm of Weitz and Luxenberg, which is investigating the use the carcinogenic
chemicals used in firefighting foam on military bases, released a statement that it has filed a
class action lawsuit against six producers of the foam.
Angus Fire, 3M, The Ansul Company, Buckeye Fire Protection Company, Chemguard, and
National Foam are named in the suit. The complaint alleges the residents in communities
surrounding the base were exposed to high levels of the chemicals for decades without their
knowledge, the firm said in a statement.
The manager of the investigation stated that the primary source of contamination comes from
a retention pond, the Stewart Eastern Airfield Drain, which tests revealed as having a high
level of carcinogenic PFOS at 5,900 parts per trillion.

The DEC declared Stewart Air National Guard Base a State Superfund site in August. A
temporary treatment plant has been installed so some of the water can be drained out of
Washington Lake to avoid overflow at the dam. At the meeting, Brand said the plant should
begin operation on Sept. 20.
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand asked the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on
Aug. 16 to assist the DOH in providing blood tests for city residents. Gillibrand said people
exposed to the toxic chemical would need bio-monitoring.
Residents who want to participate in the bio-monitoring program should contact
beoe@health.ny.gov or call 518-402-7950.
http://www.theepochtimes.com/n3/2159757-water-contamination-meeting-erupts-asresidents-want-their-say/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Residents voice more health concerns at update meeting on tainted Newburgh water
Times Herald Record , Sept. 19, 2016
CITY OF NEWBURGH - For City of Newburgh resident Essie Bennett, the list of ailments is
long and strange.
The spot doctors found on lungs that have never known cigarette smoke or alcohol. The high
cholesterol. And then, a few years ago, the aching bones.
In May, the city may have provided an answer: high levels of perfluorooctane sulfonate in
Washington Lake, Newburgh's primary water supply.
"I'm very concerned," Bennett said. "All the problems I have . I think it's the water."
Anguish, fear and uncertainty emerged from the roughly 200 people who came to Mount
Saint Mary College on Monday for an update on Newburgh's water contamination, which
became public on May 2 when the city closed Washington Lake due to PFOS levels.
The meeting, which featured a panel of federal, state and city officials, came one week after
the state Department of Health finally said it would begin a blood testing program in
Newburgh after months of pleas.
And it was testing and questions about PFOS' health effects that occupied the minds of those
in attendance.
"I got enough answers, but I don't think the right questions were asked," said Corey Allen,
who believes the contamination may have caused the stomach cancer that led to his mother's
death in 2013.

"The right questions are, 'Is it going to kill us?' and 'Is it going to kill us?'"
Newburgh's water contamination is believed tied to the use of PFOS-containing firefighting
foams at Stewart Air National Guard Base. A retention pond at Stewart drains into Silver
Stream, whose waters have been used to supplement the lake.
The chemical is considered linked to a number of ailments, including kidney cancer, high
cholesterol and low infant birth weights.
Already, the state Department of Health has instituted testing programs for two Rensselaer
County municipalities - Hoosick Falls and Petersburgh. Both have water supplies polluted by
perfluorooctanoic acid, a sister chemical to PFOS.
Nathan Graber, director of DOH's Center for Environmental Health, told Newburgh residents
that his department has already begun reaching out to community groups and local health
officials as it lays the groundwork for the testing of city residents.
A sign-up sheet was circulated at the meeting for residents interested in having their blood
tested, and Graber publicized an email address - beoe@health.ny.gov - residents can use to
request testing. People can also call 518-402-7950, he said.
Orange County Legislator Chris Eachus suggested the department consider expanding testing
beyond the city.
Eachus is a former teacher for the Newburgh School District, where students from the Towns
of Newburgh and New Windsor have used fountains fed by city water for years.
"You need to stretch a lot wider than what you've been talking about at this point," he said.
http://www.recordonline.com/news/20160919/residents-voice-more-health-concerns-atupdate-meeting-on-tainted-newburgh-water
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107th Airlift Wing
Airmen Participate in Air Assault Training ( DOD Photo Essay)
Department.gov , Sept. 22, 2016 :

Airmen participate in an air assault training operation at Fort Drum, N.Y., Sept. 10, 2016.
Photos by Air National Guard Staff Sgt. Ryan Campbell
http://www.defense.gov/Media/Photo-Essays/Essay-View/CollectionID/15736
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Airmen Take to the Skies
Defense.gov, Sept. 21, 2016:

An Army helicopter crew and airborne-qualifed Air Force airmen conduct a training jump
from a CH-47 Chinook helicopter at Fort Drum, N.Y., Sept. 10, 2016. Photos by Air National
Guard Staff Sgt. Ryan Campbell
http://www.defense.gov/Media/Essay-View/CollectionId/15729
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Launch of Newburgh Biomonitoring Program
Hudson Valley News Network ,9/20/16:

NEWBURGH - Representative Sean Patrick Maloney joined New York State Health
Commissioner Howard Zucker, Senator Bill Larkin, and Assemblyman Frank Skartados to
announce the launch of a comprehensive biomonitoring program for City of Newburgh
residents that may have been exposed to perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) in the public
drinking water supply.
In consultation with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), the New York State Department of Health
(DOH) will soon begin taking blood samples from Newburgh residents.
My neighbors in Newburgh - and throughout the Hudson Valley - deserve safe drinking
water, and they deserve to know if the water they've been drinking is making them sick. I
thank the Governor for taking this action to get folks in Newburgh tested - this is a critical
step to learning the extent of our exposure and determining the potential health effects of our
contaminated drinking water," said Rep. Maloney. "I will continue working with the CDC
and state and local officials to ensure Newburgh has the resources it needs to provide safe
drinking water and prepare for any potential health risks associated with the contamination."
Since abnormally and unacceptably high levels of perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and
perfluorooc-tane sulfonate (PFOS) were found in Newburgh's water, Rep. Maloney has
worked with local, state and federal officials to call for an immediate investigation, hold those
responsible accountable, and ensure residents in Newburgh have a clean water source without
placing the financial burden on the City. After the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) declared Stewart Air National Guard (ANG) base a state

Superfund site, Representative Sean Patrick Maloney (NY-18) called on the Department of
Defense (DoD) to comply with the DEC's request for a federal remediation program.
Immediately after declaring Stewart ANG base an Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Site
(Class 2), more commonly referred to as a state Superfund site, DEC sent a letter to DoD
requesting that they enter into a legally binding agreement to carry out a remediation program
with the state and bear some of the cost. Following this request, Rep. Maloney sent a letter to
Secretary of Defense Ash Carter, requesting expeditious compliance with this request and "a
commitment from the Department of Defense to develop, implement, and finance a Remedial
Program for the contamination site."
On May 19, Rep. Maloney called on the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to
immediately set a clear national standard for acceptable levels of PFOA and PFOS in drinking
water. Rep. Maloney also renewed calls for the EPA to provide immediate material assistance
to the City of Newburgh to remediate the contamination. On May 13, Rep. Maloney called on
the DoD to immediately conduct an investigation into the likely source of the pollution –
Stewart Air National Guard Base.
In addition to calling for a review of the source of the contaminant, Rep. Maloney asked the
DoD to ensure total remediation for the City of Newburgh.
On June 8, after a strong push, Rep. Maloney announced that the DoD added Stewart ANG
base to their review list and made the investigation into Newburgh water contamination a first
priority. After initial reports of contamination in the City of Newburgh water, Rep. Maloney
and Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand wrote a letter to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) calling for immediate assistance to determine the source of the
contamination, test contaminant levels, and formulate a remediation plan.
Rep. Maloney will continue working together with DOH, local leaders, community groups,
and federal partners to conduct coordinated outreach and ensure participation from a crosssection of Newburgh residents. This program will serve as a national model for understanding
PFOS exposure.
Newburgh residents interested in participating or learning more are encouraged to email
beoe@health.ny.gov or call the Water Quality Hotline:
800-801-8092 (Monday - Friday: 9 AM - 8 PM; Saturday: 9 AM - 3 PM).
http://hudsonvalleynewsnetwork.com/2016/09/20/launch-newburgh-biomonitoring-program/
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27th Brigade
Cody completes military training

Carroll County Times, Sept. 20, 2016 :

Members of a task force with the New York Army National Guard's 27th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team successfully completed the rigors of a force on force training exercise at Fort
Polk, La., July 29.
Maryland Army National Guard Captain Jesse Cody, from Westminster, completed training
as part of the Bravo Company, 3rd Battalion, 126th Aviation and redeployed back home
as the brigade task force completed the training exercise.
The troops, with more than 5,000 participants from more than 30 states, spent nearly the
entire month of July at Fort Polk as part of the training rotation at the Joint Readiness
Training Center, known as JRTC. Their experience included deployment and staging,
followed by offensive and defensive missions in the post maneuver areas against a real
opposing force.
The maneuver training is designed to challenge all the components of the maneuver brigade,
including infantry, artillery and aviation operations, engineering and reconnaissance tasks,
logistics and resupply and medical support and personnel replacements. The JRTC allows
Army units to conduct combat training in a realistic environment featuring a well-trained
opposing force, civilian role-players on the battlefield, high-tech systems to monitor the
action, and observer-controllers to evaluate unit actions.
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/neighborhoods/cody-military-training-20160920story.html
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Homeland Security
NYC Flooded With Suspicious Package Reports Following Chelsea Bombing
Gothamist.com, Sep 21, 2016 :

The NYPD responded to a suspicious package call, one of hundreds they've received citywide
in recent days, around 8:30 this morning in Times Square.
The FDNY stood on call to make any necessary emergency transports.
Investigators shut down 42nd Street between 7th and 8th Avenues, and witness updates
chronicling the incident flew on Twitter. Shortly before 10:00 a.m., the package was
determined to be benign-an empty suitcase.

According to the NYPD's most current data, police received 406 phone calls for "suspicious
package events" between 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, the night of the Chelsea bombing, and 4:00
p.m. on Monday September 19th. That's 406 calls in 43.5 hours, or about 9 calls per hour, or
about 224 calls per day.
The Daily News reports that, on a typical day, police log between 90 and 100 such calls.
And those stats don't include Tuesday.
Both Mayor Bill de Blasio and Governor Andrew Cuomo have been adamant in recent days
that New Yorkers should both go about their regular business, and remain vigilant.
"They [terrorists] want to make you afraid," Cuomo said at a press conference on Sunday.
"They want to make you worry about going into New York City or New York State. They
want to make you worry about going across a bridge or a subway. We're not going to let them
instill fear, because then they would win."
There are nearly 1,000 extra NY State Police and National Guard soldiers deployed in the city
this week, as well as extra cops on the streets and in subways. Suspicious package
investigations have been observed even in typically uncrowded parts of the city. On Monday
evening, NYPD officers were seen steering pedestrians away from a normally quiet block of
Berry Street on Williamsburg's Southside while they investigated a black garbage bag on the
sidewalk. After blocking off the street, cops determined that it was simply a garbage bag.
A spokesman for the FDNY said on Monday that their line has been getting "tons" of
suspicious package calls since Saturday night.
"There's been more calls than normal," he said. "If they turned out to be anything, you would
know."
http://gothamist.com/2016/09/21/suspicious_packages_everywhere.php
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Device Found in NYC Resembled Type Used Against US Troops
Military.com ,Sep 19, 2016:

The unexploded pressure cooker with a cellphone attached found in Manhattan Saturday night
resembled the crude explosive devices used against U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, and
also in the Boston Marathon bombing.
Authorities did not immediately say whether explosives were inside the pressure cooker or it
was inert but "the evidence we've collected is being taken to our lab at Quantico for review,

and we are following every available lead," FBI Assistant Director in Charge William
Sweeney Jr. told reporters Sunday morning, referring to the location in Virginia.
The pressure cooker inside a plastic bag was found on Manhattan's West 27th Street shortly
after what authorities called a bomb exploded inside a dumpster on West 23rd St. near 6th
Avenue, injuring at least 29 with flyingdebris. There were unconfirmed reports that the bomb
on West 23rd St. also was a pressure cooker device.
At a news conference at the scene Sunday morning, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said all
29 of those injured in the blast had been treated and released from local hospitals.
"A bomb exploding in New York is obviously an act of terrorism," the Democratic governor
said, but "at this time, this preliminary stage, there is no known link to international
terrorism."
As a precaution, Cuomo said that 1,000 New York state police officers and National Guard
troops had been deployed to the city, mostly to help patrol transit facilities.
Mayor Bill de Blasio said there were no immediate indications of a connection between the
bomb on West 23rd St. and a bomb in a garbage pail that went off in New Jersey earlier
Saturday near a Marine Corps charity run.
"We do not have any specific evidence of a connection, but that will continue to be
considered. We're not taking any options off the table," de Blasio said.
There were no injuries in the blast at the Jersey shore beach town of Seaside Park. Authorities
said the device in the garbage can consisted of three pipe bombs. One went off and the other
two failed to detonate.
Also Saturday, a man dressed in a private security uniform and making references to "Allah"
went on a rampage at a shopping mall in Minnesota, stabbing eight people before being shot
to death by an off-duty police officer.
William Blair Anderson, the police chief of St. Cloud, Minn, about 65 miles northwest of
Minneapolis, said that seven of the victims were treated and released from local hospitals.
The eighth was still in the hospital, and the condition of that victim was not immediately
disclosed.
Anderson told CNN that the attacker at the St. Cloud Shopping Center asked several of the
victims if they were Muslim before lashing out.
The Amaq news agency, which has links to the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS, said
that the attacker in Minnesota was a "soldier of the Islamic State," but the report could not be
confirmed, The Associated Press reported.

In New York City, the pressure cooker found reportedly had wires protruding and a cell
phone attached with duct tape.
In Iraq and Afghanistan, pressure cooker improvised explosive devices have been widely
used, mostly with the intent to kill or maim personnel on foot patrols.
Instructions for making pressure cooker bombs were published in an article titled "Make a
Bomb in the Kitchen of Your Mom" in the al-Qaida-linked Inspire magazine in 2010.
The pressure cooker bombs found by U.S. Marines in Afghanistan's Helmand province and
shown to reporters had explosive material inside, usually black powder, and were crammed
with rocks and metal fragments that turned into shrapnel from the force of the blast.
The blast would be partly directional, acting like a military "shape charge," as the explosive
force sought the path of least resistance and blew out at the lid of the pressure cooker. The
pressure cooker devices could be set off by a garage door opener, cell phone, or simple
kitchen timer.
In 2004, the Department of Homeland Security put out a warning that pressure cooker bombs
used in Iraq and Afghanistan might be used by al-Qaida operatives or sympathizers in the
United States, National Public Radio reported.
"Typically, these bombs are made by placing TNT or other explosives in a pressure cooker
and attaching a blasting cap at the top," the DHS said. "The size of the blast depends on the
size of the pressure cooker and the amount of explosives inside."
The devices can be made with "readily available materials and can be as simple or complex as
the builder decides." And they can be "initiated using simple electronic components
including, but not limited to, digital watches, garage door openers, cell phones or pagers."
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/09/19/device-found-in-nyc-resembled-type-usedagainst-us-troops.html
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Governor Cuomo directs police and National Guard to deploy additional 1,000
officers
News 10 ABC,Sept, 18, 2016 :

ALBANY, N.Y. (NEWS10) - Governor Andrew Cuomo directed the State Police and
National Guard on Sunday to deploy an additional 1,000 officers to high-profile locations
across New York.

This is following an explosion that occurred in Manhattan, N.Y. on Saturday night.
According to the Governor's office, state agencies, including the Division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Services, New York State Police, National Guard, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey will remain
alert.
After an extensive inspection, Gov. Cuomo also announced on Sunday that the MTA and
PATH train service has been restored.
Both systems did not suffer any damage.
"Protecting the safety of New Yorkers and our state's visitors is priority number one,"
Governor Cuomo said. "After thorough inspection, train service has been restored and we
continue to work closely with our local and federal partners to monitor the situation. Out of an
abundance of caution, we are increasing security at high-profile locations across the city, and
all state agencies continue to remain on alert."
The MTA has increased its surveillance to provide protection across all of its agencies.
The MTA Police Department has also increased its security by providing extra protection
from their police canine teams and emergency service units.
Railroad customers will see an increase of patrols and random bag checks at various
locations.
According to the Governor's Office, work crews from the PATH services were in the uptown
tunnel on Saturday evening, and the tunnels have been determined safe for passenger service
at this time
The Port Authority Police Department has also increased high-visibility patrols at all Port
Authority facilities.
New Yorkers are reminded to stay alert of their surroundings, and to report any suspicious
activity.
Reports can be made to the Counter Terrorism Center at the New York State Intelligence
Center via its terrorism tip line: 1-866-SAFENYS
(1-866-723-3697); or by email: ctcenter@nysic.ny.gov.
http://news10.com/2016/09/18/governor-cuomo-directs-police-and-national-guard-to-deployadditional-1000-officers/
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Governor deploys 1,000 state police and national guard to NYC airports, train
stations
Vice News, September 18, 2016:

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo deployed an additional 1,000 New York state police and
National Guard troops to transit hubs in New York City, the day after one explosion rocked
the Chelsea neighborhood of Manhattan Saturday night and another bomb-like device found
unexploded nearby.
The governor, speaking after a tour of the blast site, urged New Yorkers to proceed with their
lives, including commuting normally to work on Monday morning. "Life goes on in New
York," he said at a press conference, "just as it did before the bomb exploded."
The additional police and reserve troops will be deployed to area airports, bus terminals and
train stations, an additional show of force to supplement a heightened New York Police
Department presence around the city ahead of the UN General Assembly in Manhattan this
week.
"We are going to enjoy New York and go back to work tomorrow just like we do every
morning," he said.
The governor also disputed Mayor Bill de Blasio's characterization of the event. While de
Blasio said Saturday night that while the blast was "intentional," there was no evidence of
terrorism, the governor said the blast was certainly "terrorism," even if not connected to
international networks. "A bomb going off generically is a terrorist activity," he said.
"That is how we will prosecute it."
The troop deployment comes the day after a powerful blast from what appears to be a bomb
in a Dumpster shattered windows, threw passersby into the air and sent shrapnel flying on a
crowded stretch of 23rd Street in Manhattan.
The blast caused 29 injuries - one serious - but no fatalities. All 29, who were hospitalized,
have since been released. A second suspected unexploded bomb, a pressure cooker with wires
and a cell phone, was found blocks away.
It was the first scare in the city since 2010, when the NYPD thwarted an attempted car
bombing near Times' Square.
Cuomo said both the original and secondary devices were "similar in design" but wants to
wait for the outcome of the FBI's investigation to determine whether they are related. Cuomo
also said that for now, there appears to be no evidence linking the explosion earlier in the day
at the Jersey Shore in New Jersey and the later incident in Chelsea. "The devices were

different," Cuomo said. "They were pipe bombs in New Jersey, different bombs were used
here."
Both the New Jersey pipe bombs and the initial bomb are being transported to Quantico, the
FBI's training base in Virginia. NYPD police commissioner James O'Neill, on his first day on
the job, said at a later news conference that the second unexploded device had been taken to
Rodman's Neck, a 54-acre police training facility in the Bronx, to be "worked on" by the city's
bomb squad.
The governor appeared to walk back Mayor de Blasio's assertion that the bombing did not
appear to be linked to terror. De Blasio's words were viewed as controversial, and kicked off a
discussion on Twitter. Nihad Awad, executive national director for the Center for American
Islamic Relations, argued that the mayor was relying on a narrow definition of terrorism as an
act committed by an Islamic religious fanatic.
https://news.vice.com/article/governor-deploys-1000-state-police-and-national-guard-to-nycairports-train-stations
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New York's Governor Has Deployed The National Guard To Monitor NYC
Following Saturday's Explosion
UPROXX, Sept. 18, 2016 :

New York City subway stations and airports are receiving heightened security through the
deployment of National Guard troops and state police, per an order by New York Governor
after a Andrew Cuomo. This follows the dumpster explosion in Manhattan's Chelsea
neighborhood Saturday that destroyed property and injured 29 people.
During a press conference held Sunday, Cuomo urged citizens to go about their lives as
normally as possible. "Life goes on in New York," he said after touring the damage caused by
the explosion. "We are going to enjoy New York and go back to work tomorrow just like we
do every morning." The governor is sending the additional reserve troops and NYS officers to
busy transit terminals to augment the already reinforced security of NYC's arteries.
Although Mayor Bill de Blasio was hesitant to classify the "intentional" detonation as an act
of terrorism, Cuomo characterized the event as precisely that. "A bomb going off generically
is a terrorist activity," he said, regardless of whether the explosion is associated with an
organized network. "That is how we will prosecute it."
A second volatile device was uncovered just a few blocks from the blast. The suspected
device was forged from a pressure cooker and cell phone and, according to Cuomo, was

"similar in design" to the first device. He warns it's premature, however, to presume a link
between the two explosives until the FBI completes its investigation. The increase in security
occurs just days before the arrival of international diplomats for this week's United Nations
General Assembly in Manhattan.
http://uproxx.com/news/new-york-governor-has-deployed-national-guard-to-monitor-nycafter-bombing/
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Ortt named to counterterrorism, protection task force
Lockport Union-Sun & Journal ,Sep 17, 2016 :

State Sen. Rob Ortt, R-North Tonawanda, has been appointed as a member of the Senate
Majority Task Force on Counterterrorism and Public Protection.
Senate Majority Leader John Flanagan announced the creation of the Task Force last week
following the 15-year anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.
The task force will examine and evaluate current anti-terrorism policy that has been
implemented since 9/11, and develop legislative proposals on how to improve that state
policy and strengthen public security. As a veteran who served as a combat advisor and
executive officer in Afghanistan, Ortt said he's honored to be named as a member of this
Counterterrorism Task Force.
"Serving on this task force and protecting our citizens is a critical responsibility and a
tremendous honor," he said. "I enlisted in the New York Army National Guard in direct
response to the September 11 terrorist attacks against our great nation and our great state. As
public officials, it's incumbent upon us to cooperate at all levels of government - from the
federal down to the local level - while coordinating the multiple offices, agencies, and
departments critical to public security, that serve as stakeholders. By emphasizing key
elements of prevention and response, this Counterterrorism Task Force will allow us to focus
our efforts on making New York a safer place to live for all residents."
The Task Force will focus on the prevention, response, and recovery responsibilities of the
state and will include: emergency preparedness plans; critical infrastructure protection; cyber
security; state/local
counterterrorism; school security; electrical power grid security; telecommunication security;
coastal waterway/port security; epidemic response; police capital support; and financial
recovery response.
After an initial review of counterterrorism and public protection measures, Task Force
members will hold public forums, conduct private interviews, and visit critical infrastructure

and public protection sites. A final report of findings, conclusions, and legislative and
administrative recommendations will be issued by 2018.
http://www.lockportjournal.com/news/local_news/ortt-named-to-counterterrorism-protectiontask-force/article_7ffbc29e-3cc8-59ee-8e86-245a53e32042.html
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Cuomo Deploys 1,000 State Cops, National Guard across NYC Metro Region :
Metro-North Railroad customers will see more patrols and random bag checks.
Ossining Patch, September 18, 2016:

Additional security has been added to the Hudson Valley and other parts of the New York
City Metro Area in the wake of the explosion Saturday in Manhattan caused by an
intentionally detonated improvised device that injured at least 29 people
On Sunday, New York Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo directed the State Police and National Guard
to deploy an additional 1,000 uniformed officers out of an abundance of caution to highprofile locations across the state.
Metro-North Railroad customers will see surge patrols, increased step-on/step-off patrols of
trains, and random bag checks at various locations.
At the governor's direction, state agencies, including the Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Services, the New York State Police, National Guard, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey will remain on
a heightened state of alert.
Cuomo also announced that after a rigorous inspection, MTA and PATH train service has
been restored and both systems suffered no structural damage.
All trains running on the E, F lines will continue to bypass 23rd street station and trains
running on the No. 1 line will not stop at 23rd or 28th street stations.
"Protecting the safety of New Yorkers and our state's visitors is priority number one," Cuomo
said in the announcement after touring the scene. "After thorough inspection, train service has
been restored and we continue to work closely with our local and federal partners to monitor
the situation. Out of an abundance of caution, we are increasing security at high-profile
locations across the city, and all state agencies continue to remain on alert."
The blast shattered windows, shook buildings, closed subways and blocked buses from their
routes.

Police and other emergency workers responded to the scene at 23rd Street and Sixth Avenue
at about 8:30 p.m.
"When you see the amount of damage, we were really lucky there were no fatalities at the
time," Cuomo said Sunday.
Dozens of police officers, firefighters and medical technicians quickly carted the wounded
into ambulances and ferried them to nearby hospitals. Cuomo said Sunday morning that all 29
injured had been released from the hospital.
Law enforcement officials are on alert with the United Nations General Assembly convening
Monday. Another pipe bomb explosion occurred earlier Saturday in New Jersey. NYPD
officials said they don't believe the two are connected.
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
The MTA has increased its patrols and surveillance in order to provide heightened protection
across all its agencies. The MTA Police Department has stepped up its uniformed and
plainclothes presence, and police canine teams and emergency service units will provide extra
protection as well as a noticeable sign of increased security. Railroad customers will also see
surge patrols, increased step-on/step-off patrols of trains, and random bag checks at various
locations.
Behind the scenes, the MTA Police Department, MTA New York City Transit security and
MTA Bridges and Tunnels Officers share intelligence information and coordinate their
response with other police and security agencies to ensure a seamless web of protection
throughout the region. Detectives are monitoring and disseminating intelligence information
as needed.
PATH
As previously announced, PATH service to 23rd Street and 6th Avenue has been suspended
for the weekend to allow work to continue on the tunnels. Work crews were in the uptown
tunnel on Saturday evening, and the tunnels have been determined safe for passenger service
at this time. PATH service to 23rd Street will resume at 5:00 a.m. on Monday. The Port
Authority Police Department has increased high-visibility patrols at all Port Authority
facilities.
"If You See Something, Say Something"
New Yorkers are reminded to stay alert to their surroundings, and to report any suspicious
activity. Reports can be made to the Counter Terrorism Center at the New York State
Intelligence Center via its terrorism tip line:
1-866-SAFENYS (1-866-723-3697); or by email: ctcenter@nysic.ny.gov.

http://patch.com/new-york/ossining/cuomo-directs-state-cops-national-guard-deploy-1-000officers-across-nyc-metro
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Empire Shield
Defense.gov, Sept. 23,2016:

Army Spc. Robert Hunt and Spc. Jakub Jakubowski ramp up operations at the 33rd Street
subway station in New York City, Sept. 20, 2016, following the recent bombings in
Manhattan and New Jersey. The soldiers are members of Joint Task Force Empire Shield,
which works to prevent potential terrorist operations in the city's metropolitan area. Air
National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Christopher S Muncy
http://www.defense.gov/Media/Photo-Gallery?igphoto=2001638998
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Jobs
65 businesses look to 'hire our heroes' at job fair
WHAM, September 22nd 2016:

Gates, N.Y. - Getting back into the workforce after serving our country can be difficult.
A Hiring our Heroes job fair, hosted by the National Guard, looked to alleviate those
challenges Thursday.
More than 65 local and national businesses set up shop at the National Guard Armory on
Patriot Way near the airport, to meet with veterans and their spouses who are looking for a
new job and a new start.
"A lot of folks transitioning out really don't know what they're going to do next," said Lt.
Colonel Katherine Poynton, who served in the National Guard for 32 years. "It's a confusing
time, it's a stressful time and programs like this try to help put them on a path, especially
those trying to find employment immediately leaving the military.
For those that were unable to attend the job fair Thursday, Poynton said to contact her through
the hiringourheroes.org website for help in looking for employment.
http://13wham.com/news/local/65-businesses-look-to-hire-our-heroes-at-job-fair
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New York Army National Guard
Iraq war vet leads a aviation battalion: National Guard officer takes command of
450-member unit
Times Union , Sept. 18, 2016

New York Army National Guard Lt. Col. Todd Bookless of Greenwich, an Iraq war veteran,
took command of the 642nd Aviation Support Battalion during a ceremony at Fort
Indiantown Gap in Pennsylvania.
He leads the 450-member battalion, which has elements in Rochester, Dunkirk, Olean,
Ronkonkoma and Brooklyn. His personnel provide maintenance and logistics support to the
New York Army National Guard's 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, headquartered in Latham.
Bookless, a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, replaced Lt. Col. Michael
Charnley who had commanded the battalion since 2014.
Bookless has served in the Army since 1994 and joined the New York Army National Guard
in 2002. Along with serving in Iraq in 2005 on the staff of the 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade, he deployed to Kuwait in 2012 and 2013 with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team.
As a civilian, Bookless is a vice president at the Royal Bank of Scotland.
He is qualified to fly UH-1 "Huey" helicopters and the OH-58 Kiowa helicopters.
While in the army he served as a platoon leader in the 24th Infantry Division and an assistant
operations officer in the 3rd Infantry Division.
He also was a logistics officer and helicopter cavalry troop commander in the 1st Cavalry
Division at Fort Hood, Texas.
In 2015-16 he served as the officer in charge of a team from the 42nd Infantry Division, which
deployed to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to assist the Joint Task Force responsible for the
detention facilities there. Bookless served as the deputy director of the task force's joint
operations section.
A graduate of the Army's Combined Arms & Services Staff School, the Command and
General Staff College, he earned a Meritorious Service Medal, a Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, an Air Medal, the Joint Service Achievement Medal, a Military Outstanding
Volunteer Service Medal, the Army Aviator Badge, the Parachutist Badge and the Air Assault
Badge.

New lieutenant colonel
Chris Kellerman of Loudonville has been promoted to lieutenant colonel during a ceremony
at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs Headquarters in Latham.
Kellerman, an Afghanistan war veteran, works in logistics in Latham.
His military service began in 1988 when he enlisted in the Idaho Army National Guard. He
was commissioned as an officer from the Army ROTC program in 1993 and transferred to the
New York Army National Guard in 1995. Kellerman has served in a variety of positions
including commander of the
29th Personnel Services Detachment, truck platoon leader, personnel and logistics staff
officer at the brigade and battalion level, logistics plans and policy officer for the New York
National Guard's Joint Force Headquarters and logistics plans officer for the 42nd Infantry
Division.
He deployed to Afghanistan in 2012 and 2013 where he served as senior adviser to the
Afghan National Army's Support Operations officers and as the logistics training and
advisory team officer in charge for the Afghan National Army and Afghan police in nine
provinces.
Kellerman earned a bachelor of science degree from the University at Buffalo and is a
graduate of the Command and General Staff Officers School. He has earned a Joint Service
Commendation Medal and an Army Achievement Medal.
Future leader
Cadet Benjamin Steven Schiher of Burnt Hills has completed six weeks of Cadet Basic
Training at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.
Schiher entered West Point on June 27. The initial military training program provides cadets
with basic skills to instill discipline, pride, cohesion, confidence and a sense of duty to
prepare them for entry into the Corps of Cadets.
The Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake High School graduate expects to graduate from West Point in
2020 and be commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Army.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Iraq-war-vet-leads-a-aviation-battalion-9230945.php
Return to top

Military news:

Daily Freeman, Sept. 18, 2016:

Promoted
The following area residents serving in the New York Army National Guard were promoted:
. James Laurentius of Pine Bush, serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment, Recruiting and Retention Battalion, to the rank of captain.
. Gaige Smith of Catskill, serving with the Headquarters and Support Company, 42nd Infantry
Division, to the rank of private first class.
Re-enlisted
Sgt. Daniel Dockery of Bloomington has re-enlisted in the New York Army National Guard.
Dockery is serving with the 727th Military Police Detachment.
http://www.dailyfreeman.com/lifestyle/20160918/military-news-sept-18-2016
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State Partnership Program
New York National Guard airshow participate a big hit with South African
students
Defense Visual Information Distribution System, Sept. 16, 2016 :

Story by Capt. Jean Marie Kratzer
WATERKLOOF AIR FORCE BASE, PRETORIA, South Africa - The New York National
Guard contingent at Africa's largest air show here has been popular with student groups
touring the event.
"I have been to other airshows in my military career, and the major difference is here in South
Africa we have had the opportunity to work with several different schools throughout the
country," said New York Air National Guard Master Sgt. Jerry Kruz, a loadmaster assigned to
the 106th Rescue Wing.
"The students are asking great questions and are fascinated by what we do, we are so happy to
have the opportunity to work with them and they speak so highly of the U.S. and our military
forces," Kruz added.

Thirty-four members of the New York National Guard are part of the 100-person U.S.
military contingent at the 2016 Africa Aerospace & Defense Exposition.
The New York National Guard delegation is displaying three aircraft: . A remotely piloted
MQ-9 Reaper operated by the 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field Air National Guard Base
in Syracuse;
. An HC-130 search and rescue aircraft operated by the 106th Rescue Wing based at Gabreski
Air National Guard Base in Westhampton Beach on Long Island;
And a C-17 Globemaster III strategic airlifter flown by Airman assigned to the 105th Airlift
Wing at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh, N.Y.
"So many of the students were fascinated by our aircraft and want to come to America and
fly. The students have all been so positive, respectful and responsive to our Airmen giving
them tours of the aircraft," said 1st. Lt. Toby Vanholtz, an HC-130 navigator, who flies with
the New York Air National Guard but lives in Pensacola, Florida.
"It's great having the aircraft here and being able to provide a hands on experience with the
students, since many of these kids have never seen this aircraft," said Tech Sgt. Ken Martini,
a member of the 105th Wing who lives in Newburgh.
During the trade days at the air show, the exhibit is closed to the public, but South African
Students who are part of the nation's Youth Development Program are invited to attend.
The Youth Development Program is designed to improve the educational and economic
opportunities for South African teenagers.
The African Aerospace & Defense Exposition, held every two years, features civilian and
military aircraft and vehicles from 35 different countries; with both flying and static displays
from some of the biggest names in aviation. The event combines a trade show with an air
show open to the public.
The New York National Guard participates in training and regular exchanges with the South
African military as part of the National Guard's State Partnership Program which pairs state
National Guards with the militaries of developing or former Soviet bloc nations.
The New York National Guard has regularly participated in this air show since 2004.
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/209857/new-york-national-guard-airshow-participate-big-hitwith-south-african-students
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USAF on display at Africa Aerospace, Defence Expo

Usafe.af.mil, September 15, 2016 :

WATERKLOOF AIR FORCE BASE, South Africa -- A team of U.S. Air Force Airmen took
part in the opening day activities of the Africa Aerospace & Defence Exposition 2016 in
South Africa, Sept. 14, as part of an ongoing effort to strengthen the partnership between the
two nations.
The total force helped to open the first day of the event, held at Waterkloof Air Force Base,
Pretoria, South Africa. The first three days of the five-day event are scheduled to be a trade
show for defense officials from various nations and vendors in the industry. The final two
days will be an air show open to the public.
U.S. Ambassador to South Africa Patrick H. Gaspard; Heidi Grant, deputy under secretary
for international affairs; and Brig. Gen. Robert Huston, 17th Expeditionary Air Force
mobilization assistant to the vice commander, participated in the opening ceremony events
along with industry professionals and embassy officials.
The team is composed of total force Airmen from Air Force Reserve Command, Air National
Guard and active duty. The U.S. Air Forces in Europe Band is attending with the jazz music
band, Wings of Dixie, who will play events at the expo and in the local community.
On display are a C-130J Super Hercules from Keesler AFB, Louisiana; a New York Air
National Guard C-17 Globemaster III; an HC-130P/N King, and KC-135 Stratotanker from
Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma; and an MQ-9 Reaper from Hancock Field Air National
Guard Base, New York. The aircraft were open for visitors to enter and ask the crews
questions.
The AADE 2014 is scheduled to run from Sept. 14 to 18.
http://www.usafe.af.mil/DesktopModules/ArticleCS/Print.aspx?PortalId=8&ModuleId=1070
&Article=945169
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