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174th Attack Wing
Grandmother Sentenced to Prison for Protesting US Drone Base
Moyers & Company: August 13, 2014:

“This has got to stop.”
Judge David Gideon’s words refer not to the use of drones, but the activities of anti-drone
activists. He has uttered this phrase from the bench repeatedly in recent months as activists
have appeared before him, and the words must have been echoing through his mind as he
sentenced Mary Anne Grady Flores, a 58-year-old grandmother from Ithaca, New York, to
one year in prison on July 10. Her crime? Participating in a nonviolent anti-drone protest at an
upstate New York military base after being ordered by the local courts to stay away from the
site. The base is used to train drone pilots and technicians, and to control drone surveillance
and strikes in Afghanistan and elsewhere.
Such Orders of Protection typically protect victims of domestic violence from their abusers
and witnesses of violent crimes from threats of retribution. Grady Flores’ one-year sentence is
the result of a strange legal sleight of hand that positions the Hancock Air Base commander,
Col. Earl A. Evans, as the victim of protests. Justices in the town of DeWitt, where the base is
located, have slapped these Orders of Protection on dozens of activists arrested at Hancock
since 2012.
But Grady Flores was the first protester to be sentenced for violating one. Prosecutors in
Grady Flores’ case did not seek jail time, citing her role as caregiver for her elderly mother.
Apparently, however, Judge Gideon was determined to make an example of her, in the hopes
that a long sentence would deter others from resistance.
Grady Flores is now out on bond and has filed an appeal, which may take months to resolve.
Her case will be closely watched by the 30 or so activists accused of violating Orders of
Protection who await trial. If Judge Gideon hoped to quell resistance with his harsh sentence,
his plan seems to have backfired: Anti-drone activists say their resistance and organizing will
only increase. What really needs to stop, they say, are the United States’ drone strikes in
countries such as Afghanistan, Pakistan and Yemen.
“Mary Anne’s sentence is big news,” says Brian Terrell, anti-drone organizer with Voices for
Creative Nonviolence. “The drone program is so blatantly illegal that the authorities have to

go to absurd lengths to justify and protect it. They need to redefine words like ‘imminent
threat’ and ‘due process’ to cover up the criminality. Here, they have to redefine the meaning
of an Order of Protection. I hope that this will bring more people out to protest.”
It has. On July 23 — just days after local activists raised $5,000 to free Grady Flores on bond
so she could do media work and prepare for her appeal — seven activists were arrested at the
base (including my 74-year-old mother). They carried with them documents they hope to
make part of their legal defense, including a People’s Order of Protection, demanding that the
174th Attack Wing of the Air National Guard “stay away from the Children of the World and
their families, including their homes, schools, places of play and work.” The judge freed two
on their own recognizance and set bonds for the rest, including an unprecedented $10,000
bond for two repeat offenders, including Grady Flores’ younger sister, Clare Grady. All were
charged with trespassing, and two (including Clare) were charged with violating Orders of
Protection.
Drones, drones everywhere
The Legal and Ethical Case Against Drones
Predators armed with Hellfire missiles. Reapers armed with Joint Direct Attack Munitions.
Global Hawks stuffed with high-tech surveillance equipment. These and other drones are
quickly becoming the go-to weapon for budget-conscious war-fighters in Washington who are
unwilling to bear the public scrutiny that accompanies US military body counts. Already, the
Air Force is training more drone pilots than old-fashioned seat-in-the-plane fighter and
bomber pilots combined.
And struggling municipalities that have reaped little from President Barack Obama’s muchtouted “recovery” are eager to host the drone bases as a way of retaining and reviving
threadbare military installations in their communities. Hancock is just one of 64 military
bases from which drone surveillance or strikes are co-ordinated and carried out. There’s
Whiteman Air Force Base in Missouri, Wright Army Airfield in Georgia, Springfield Air
National Guard Base in Ohio — the list goes on.
While weaponized drones keep US military personnel off the battlefield and out of harm’s
way, carrying out remote-controlled, long-range assassinations can be deeply psychologically
scarring. A 2011 Air Force study found that 42 percent of drone operators report moderate to
high levels of stress as a result of their work and attribute those feelings at least in part to the
“existential conflict” of long-distance war fighting. And, in Afghanistan, Iraq, Yemen,
Somalia and Pakistan, civilian casualties mount. In a January study, the Bureau of
Investigative Journalism estimated that under the Obama administration, US drone strikes
have killed at least 2,400 people in nearly 400 separate attacks.
In New York, the protest group Upstate Drone Action has turned its attention even farther
north to the Niagra Falls Air Reserve Station, where Reaper drones have recently been
deployed. The group staged a “Fly Kites, Not Drones” action on July 6.

The Empire State is not the only community organizing against drone bases. In June, a robust
coalition in Michigan organized a 163-mile walk from Chicago to Battle Creek, Michigan, to
raise awareness about the establishment of a new node of drone flights there. Battle Creek, the
home city of Kellogg’s, has been nicknamed Cereal City, but local activist Joanna Learner
warned in an open letter to Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI) that the drone base could earn the city a
new nickname: “The Serial (Killing) City.” More than a hundred people participated in the
12-day walk, many of them first-time activists.
Meanwhile, anti-drone organizers around the world are coordinating their efforts, declaring
October 4 the first Global Action Day Against the Use of Drones for Surveillance and Killing.
At her sentencing before Judge Gideon, Grady Flores asked, “Who is the real victim here: the
commander of a military base whose drones kill innocent people halfway around the world, or
those innocent people themselves who are the real ones in need of protection from the terror
of US drone attacks?” The answer is clear.
The views expressed in this post are the authors’ alone, and presented here to offer a variety
of perspectives to our readers.
http://billmoyers.com/2014/08/13/grandmother-sentenced-to-prison-for-protesting-us-dronebase/
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42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
New York National Guard Unit returns from Kuwait
North Country Public Radio: August 12, 2014 :

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) More than 200 members of a New York Army National Guard
aviation unit are back in the United States after a deployment to the Persian Gulf.
National Guard officials say the soldiers in the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade have arrived at
Fort Hood in Texas. Their group is the first half of the New Yorkers who have returned after
completion of the unit's mission in Kuwait.
The brigade left New York for Fort Hood in September, then headed to Kuwait in December
to provide aviation support for U.S. military forces.
Soldiers in the brigade are based in suburban Albany, Rochester, Olean, Dunkirk and Long
Island. They're expected to be back in New York state over the next 10 to 14 days. The other
New York troops are expected to return to the U.S. this month.

http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/25718/20140812/new-york-nationalguard-unit-returns-from-kuwait
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New York National Guard unit returns from Kuwait
Associated Press, August 11, 2014 :

ALBANY, N.Y. - (AP) -- More than 200 members of a New York Army National Guard
aviation unit are back in the United States after a deployment to the Persian Gulf.
National Guard officials say the soldiers in the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade have arrived at
Fort Hood in Texas. Their group is the first half of the New Yorkers who have returned after
completion of the unit's mission in Kuwait.
The brigade left New York for Fort Hood in September, then headed to Kuwait in December
to provide aviation support for U.S. military forces.
Soldiers in the brigade are based in suburban Albany, Rochester, Olean, Dunkirk and Long
Island. They're expected to be back in New York state over the next 10 to 14 days. The other
New York troops are expected to return to the U.S. this month.
http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/new-york-national-guard-unit-returns-fromkuwait-1.9025583
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Counter Drug Task Force
Officials break up 'major' heroin trafficking ring based in Syracuse
CNY Central.com : August 13, 2014 :

SYRACUSE -- Syracuse Police made a big announcement about the breakup of a heroin
trafficking ring Wednesday morning.
Officials are calling it a “major heroin investigation” that resulted in the arrest of Calvin
Marshall, of 207 Hier Avenue, Syracuse, who was the main target of the investigation locally.
Members of the DEA High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area of CNY, which includes the
DEA, the Onondaga County District Attorney’s Office, the Onondaga County Sheriff’s

Office, the U.S. Marshal’s Service, the New York National Guard and the Syracuse Police
Department, were involved in the investigation.
So far, the year-long heroin sting has netted 19 arrests, including Marshall, with eight guilty
pleas. Five suspects are still at large, according to officials.
Marshall is charged with two counts of conspiracy and two counts of criminal possession of a
controlled substance. Officials say he was working with several co-conspirators to bring large
amounts of heroin into Central New York from Newark, New Jersey.
Among those co-conspirators are Robert Stone, of Cincinnatus, Samuel Rodriguez, of
Watertown, Jeremy Todd, of Baldwinsville, Douglas Carducci, of Camillus and Anthony
Townsend, of Syracuse. All have bee arrested and are facing charges.
The eight who already pleaded guilty to charges related to the sting are:
Eric Williams, Bennie Smith, Walter Brown, Shawn Dunnell, Joseph Rolfe, Vanessa
Santiago, Shawn Cox and Joseph Teta.
Officials estimate that about $100,000 of currency and property was seized, along with
10,000 packets of heroin and one hand gun.
"The investigation and the arrests announced today will not end our efforts to stop the influx
of heroin in the Syracuse area," District Attorney Bill Fitzpatrick says. "The HIDTA task
force is an outstanding example of how collaboration and coordination by federal, state and
local law enforcement can put a serious dent in narcotics trafficking. We will continue to
work together with our partners to end the proliferation of heroin into this community."
"These arrests signal a united effort by law enforcement to deny sanctuary to those who sell
drugs or guns," DEA Acting Special Agent in Charge James J. Hunt says. "Residents of
Onondaga County deserve a safe, drug-free place to live and play, and today they are closer to
that reality."
http://www.cnycentral.com/news/story.aspx?id=1082809
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Eastern Air Defense Sector
ANG Outstanding Airmen honored
U.S. Air Force.mil: August 13, 2104 :

JOINT BASE ANDREWS, Md. (AFNS) -- The six Air National Guard 2014 Outstanding
Airmen of the Year shared their inspiring field experiences and enthusiasm with senior
leadership at the Air National Guard Readiness Center here during the "Focus on the Force
Week," held Aug. 4-7.
Each year, the Air National Guard seeks to recognize the Airmen who best embody the Air
Force core values of integrity, service and excellence.
Hosted by the office of the ANG Command Chief, Chief Master Sgt. James W. Hotaling,
Focus on the Force week events include the Chiefs' Executive Course (CEC), Enlisted Field
Advisory Council (EFAC) meeting, a gathering of former senior enlisted advisors and an all
call recognizing the 2014 Outstanding Airmen of the Year.
"Everybody has a share in making sure that someone else gets to sit in these Airmen's chair
one day," said Lt. Gen. Stanley E. Clarke III, the director of the ANG. "Every year we look
for outstanding Airmen and there's somebody out in the field right now who just needs a little
bit of encouragement to occupy one of these chairs ¬- and they don't even know it yet."
The six honorees brought the perspective of the 91,000 enlisted Airmen across the Air
National Guard to the EFAC, sharing first-hand challenges that enlisted members experience
in the field. They also had the opportunity to sit in for part of the CEC, which is a
familiarization course for recently-promoted ANG chief master sergeants, and speak with
former senior enlisted advisors and command chief master sergeants of the ANG.
"We brought our Outstanding Airmen of the Year to talk with us last year, too, and we hope
to do this for many years to come," said Chief Master Sgt. Timothy R. Tyvan, EFAC
chairman and state of Washington command chief. "This is our opportunity to engage with
Airmen of all levels...about the issues they face with policies and legislation."
While the core of the week-long event was the candid and forthright exchange on methods for
handling the complex issues facing the Air Guard, one of the highlights was the recognition
of the Air National Guard 2014 Outstanding Airmen of the Year.
These honorees, selected from across the 50 states, three territories, and the District of
Columbia, are: Senior Airman Christian J. Goldsmith, Airman of the Year, 150th Special
Operations Wing, New Mexico ANG; Tech. Sgt. Douglas J. Matthews, Non-commissioned
Officer of the Year, 142nd Fighter Wing, Oregon ANG; Master Sgt. Joseph G. Ashwood,
Senior Non-commissioned Officer of the Year, 147th Reconnaissance Wing, Texas ANG;
Master Sgt. Linda E. Schwartzlow, First Sergeant of the Year, 128th Air Control Squadron,
Wisconsin ANG; Tech. Sgt. Amy M. Ough, Honor Guard Member of the Year, Eastern Air
Defense Sector, New York ANG; and Master Sgt. David E. Coker, Honor Guard Program
Manager of the Year, 128th Air Refueling Wing, Wisconsin ANG.
Matthews was also selected as one of the U.S. Air Force 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year.
He will be honored at the annual Air and Space Conference and Technology Exposition
scheduled for September in Washington, D.C.

http://www.af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/tabid/223/Article/494089/ang-outstanding-airmenhonored.aspx
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Jobs
Governor Cuomo Announces Hire Our Heroes Job Fair Coming to Long Island
Long Island. com: August 13, 2014 :

Farmingdale, NY - August 12, 2014 - Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced that the
New York National Guard will host a Hiring Our Heroes Veterans' Job Fair at the
Farmingdale Armed Forces Reserve Center on Thursday, August 14. More than 80
employers, offering more than 400 jobs to offer to veterans, military spouses and members of
the National Guard and Reserve, will be on hand to meet with interested job applicants.
“We owe a tremendous debt to our service men and women for their selfless dedication in
times of peace and in conflict,” Governor Cuomo said. “Doing everything we can to help
veterans find work is an important way to thank them for their service, and their bravery. I
encourage all Long Island veterans looking for employment to visit our Hiring Our Heroes
Job Fair and learn more about how New York State can help them advance their careers.”
The Hiring Our Heroes Veterans’ Job Fair starts at 10 a.m. and will run until 1 p.m. In the
morning, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation will conduct an employment workshop
from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. The employment workshop will consist of a classroom session
followed by one-on-one mentoring sessions with human resources professionals for all preregistered participants. Mentoring sessions focus on resume building, resume writing and
interviewing techniques for all job-seeking veteran and service member participants.
Representatives from the Veterans Administration will also be on site to assist veterans with
any questions they have about benefits and health care.
Registration and more information for the Job Fair can be found here.
The Hiring Our Heroes Veterans’ Job Fair is one of a series of events being held across the
country designed to match veterans, military spouses and Reserve and National Guard
members with employers. Since its inception in 2011, more than 23,000 veterans and military
spouses found jobs through the Hiring Our Heroes program, according to the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce Foundation.
The Fair is sponsored by the United States Chamber of Commerce Foundation, the
Farmingdale Chamber of Commerce, the New York State Department of Labor, the Suffolk

County Veterans Service Agency, the New York Committee for Employer Support of the
Guard & Reserve (ESGR), the U. S. Department of Labor Veterans Employment and
Training Service (DOL VETS), the U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Goodwill
Industries International and The American Legion.
The New York National Guard's Job Zone Program will be part of the Hiring Fair as well.
The New York National Guard's Employment Initiative Program helps New York National
Guard Soldiers and Airmen refine their resumes while providing them with information on
employers who want to hire veterans and Guard members. The Job Zone staff also works to
help employers understand the skill-sets that veterans and Guard Soldiers and Airmen bring to
their businesses.
http://www.longisland.com/news/08-13-14/hire-our-heroes-job-fair-coming-to-longisland.html
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New York Air National Guard
Military achievements by local residents week of August 11
Post Standard, August 11, 2014 :

Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Hunter R. Chester graduated from basic military
training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Caron
Chester, of Syracuse, and a 2013 graduate of Westhill High School.
Air Force Airman 1st Class Michael D. Ince graduated from basic military training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Cynthia Ince and Paul
Ammerman, of Cicero. He earned a bachelor's degree from St. John Fisher, and a 2008
graduate of Cicero-North Syracuse High School.
Army Private 1st Class Zachary D.A. Kittelson graduated with honors from Army basic
training and advance individual training at Fort Jackson, S.C. He is the son of Ronald
Kittelson, of Marcellus and Barbara Kittelson, of Marietta. He is a graduate of Universal
Technical Institute Automotive Trade School, and a 2012 graduate of Onondaga Central High
School.
Shane Hirsch completed basic training for the United State Navy at Great Lakes, Ill. He is the
son of Andrew Hirsch, and grew up in Bernhards Bay, and is a 2013 graduate of Paul V.
Moore High School.
Marine Corps 1st Lieutenant Matthew W. Orman earned his coveted "Wings of Gold" while
serving with Training Squadron 22 (VT 22) at Naval Air Station Kingsville, Texas. He is the

son of Bill and Darlene Orman, of Auburn, and a 2006 graduate of Union Springs Central
High School.
Army Pvt. William H. Bleich graduated from basic infantry training at Fort Benning,
Columbus, Ga. He is the son of William J. Bleich, of Solvay, and Therese M. and step-son of
James Betar, of Eaton, Ohio. He is a 2007 graduate of Liverpool High School.
U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Nicholas A. Bottar graduated from basic military
training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Brian and
Kathy, of Liverpool, and a 2010 graduate of Liverpool High School. He earned an associate's
degree from Alfred State College.
Army Pfc. Matthew T. Clancy graduated from basic infantry training at Fort Benning,
Columbus, Ga. He is the son of Kevin and Margo Clancy, of Syracuse, and a 2009 graduate
of C.W. Baker High School. He earned an associate's degree from Onondaga Community
College.
Air Force Airman Matthew R. Blake graduated from basic military training at Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Deborah and Robert Blake, of
Syracuse, and a 2013 graduate of Cicero-North Syracuse High School.
Air Force Airman Zachary W. Schroeder graduated from basic military training at Joint Base
San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of William Schroeder, of North
Syracuse, and a 2013 graduate of Cicero-North Syracuse High School.
Air Force Airman 1st Class Robert J. Whittin graduated from basic military training at Joint
Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Laurie and Robert Whittin,
of Chittenango, and a 2013 graduate of Chittenango High School.
Air Force Lt. Col. Christopher D. Witter graduated from the U.S. Marine Corps Command
and Staff College at Quantico Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Va. He is the son of David L.
and Sandra D. Witter, of Auburn, and a 1998 graduate of Union Springs Central High School.
He earned a master's degree from Bellevue University, Neb.
Army National Guard Pvt. Kevin B. Horner graduated from basic infantry at Fort Benning,
Columbus, Ga. He is the son of Kevin Horner and Brenda Wilson, of Auburn, and a 2013
graduate of Auburn High School.
Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjunct general, announced the promotions of members of
the New York Army National Guard: Promoted are:
Alexander Sanchez, of Weedsport, with the 222nd Military Police Company, to the rank of
Private; Antonio Lebron, of Oswego, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, to the
rank of Private 1st Class; Matthew Hendrix, of Cicero, with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, to the rank of Sgt.; James
Sitnik, of North Syracuse, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade

Special Troops Battalion, to the rank of Staff Sgt.; Jason Ebling, of Baldwinsville, with the
Forward Support Company, 204th Engineer Battalion, to the rank of Staff Sgt.; and Taih
Taylor, of Skaneateles, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military
Police Battalion, to the rank of Staff Sgt.
Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjunct general, announced the reenlistments of members
of the New York Army National Guard: Reenlisted are:
Staff Sgt. Joshua Nowak, of Syracuse, with the 222nd Military Police Company; Staff Sgt.
Gordon Reynolds, of Syracuse, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team; Sgt. 1st Class
Colin Cogan, of Liverpool, with the Company B (Military Intelligence), 27th Brigade Special
Troops Battalion; Spc. Robert Fairchild, of Cicero, with the 206th Military Police Company;
Staff Sgt. James Sitnik, of North Syracuse, with the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion; Spc. Timothy Brokhoff, of Manlius, with
the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion; Spc. Clifton
Thompson, of Auburn, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military
Police Battalion; Staff Sgt. Dana Dries, of Skaneateles, with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion; Staff Sgt. Jake Pollock, of Auburn,
with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion; Sgt. 1st
Class Richard Richardson, of Baldwinsville, with the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 2-108th Infantry; Private 1st Class Jordan Riggall, of Marietta, with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 102nd Military Police Battalion; Sgt. 1st Class
David Ohickey, of Aurora, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 102nd
Military Police Battalion; and Command Sgt. Major John Lara, of Liverpool, with the
Headquarters, 153rd Troop Command (Brigade).
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/08/military_achievements_by_local_residents
_week_of_august_11.html
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New York Army National Guard
New York Army National Guard troops earn German Military Proficiency
Badge
Army.mil: August 11, 2014 :

CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, N.Y. (Aug. 11, 2014) -- The New York Army National
Guard has raised the bar for its troops, who have begun to win the German Armed Forces
Proficiency Badge.

German army Lt. Col. Rolf Metz awarded the badge to Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Dorvee and Sgt.
Sean Massimo after they completed a series of rigorous physical and tactical challenges here,
Aug. 3.
Just four months ago, the pair took top honors in the New York Army National Guard's Best
Warrior Competition.
The New York Army National Guard's 53rd Troop Command is conducting the competition,
and held a series of events at Camp Smith from Aug. 2-3, according to Maj. John McBride,
one of the competition organizers.
While Dorvee and Massimo are the only troops who have completed testing so far, other
troops are scheduled to finish the competition, which will remain open until next April, he
added.
Metz, a German army liaison officer to the United States Military Academy at West Point,
New York, said McBride initiated competition planning by contacting him last September. He
trained and certified the competition raters, and certifies final scores, he added.
McBride described the German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge as a clear goal for the
Soldiers, which shows their peers how well-rounded they are.
"I think it's a genuine morale-building event for Soldiers," said McBride, an assistant
operations officer for 53rd Troop Command. "You really have to be a well-rounded Soldier to
qualify for the German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge."
The badge was established in 1971, and is like the U.S. Army's Expert Infantry Badge, said
Metz. The competition consists of tests every German Soldier must pass annually, he added.
"(The badge) is given out to German Soldiers who do well on those standardized tests," Metz
said. Even so, German army units also hold competitions for the badge to build morale and
esprit de corps.
The tests include the German Army Basic Fitness Test, a timed 100-meter swim, a 12kilometer road march with a 33-pound ruck sack, a first-aid test and a pistol qualification.
Some events are scored, and others are go or no-go.
The German Army Basic Fitness Test is made up of 11 timed 10-meter sprints, a timed
kilometer run, and a chin-up test.
"You get in the chin-up position, and remain there as long as possible, with your chin above
the bar," McBride explained.
The minimum times for the fitness test vary, based on competitors' age and gender, he added.

Between each sprint of the fitness test, competitors must lay down, clasp their hands behind
their backs and then jump up, Metz said.
"It's combination of sprints and agility," he explained.
Competitors are required to complete the 100-meter swim within four minutes, then remove
their Army Camouflage Uniform blouse and trousers while treading water, McBride said. The
swim test seems to be the steepest challenge for competitors in the German army, Metz said.
"Fewer and fewer people who join the German army are able to swim," Metz said.
The German army has begun to give its Soldiers swimming lessons, he added.
In the pistol qualification, competitors must engage two targets each in the standing, kneeling
and prone positions, must hit at least one target in each position, and score at least four hits.
They have six seconds to engage targets in each position.
"It sounds like a lot of time but it isn't, especially if you're in the prone position," McBride
said.
It isn't easy, Metz said.
"If you make a small mistake, you don't hit the target," he said. "There is not much room for
error."
The final testing and re-testing will take place during the culminating event, which is
scheduled for April 17-19, in 2015, according to McBride and event documents.
However, Soldiers can do some tests with their units, or complete some or all of the tests at
the 2015 event, he explained.
The New York Army National Guard's Best Warrior Competition was held here in April.
Dorvee, a supply sergeant with the 1427th Transportation Battalion, won in the Active Guard
and Reserve non-commissioned officer category. Dorvee scored the highest number of points
in both NCO categories and went on to represent New York in the national best warrior
competition.
Massimo, a military policeman with the 442nd Military Police Company, won in the
Traditional (M-Day) NCO category.
"This came at a great time, because I just finished the [Best] Warrior Competition, so I was
physically well-prepared," Dorvee said.
Massimo credited regular National Guard training for his success in the kilometer run and
tactical tests.

"The biggest difference was the 12-[kilometer] ruck march, and the 100-meter swim, that was
the toughest, but it really gave me a chance to test my stamina and endurance," he said. "I
have a new-found respect for swimmers."
Massimo urged other troops to earn the German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge.
"I'm really glad I participated in this opportunity, and I'm excited about being able to wear a
foreign badge," he said. "This is a fantastic chance for Soldiers to show they're prepared in
any manner or fashion, and I encourage any Soldier to do it."
Dorvee agreed.
"This was a really cool experience, and I look forward to letting other Soldiers in my unit
know about it," he said.
http://www.army.mil/article/131448/New_York_Army_National_Guard_troops_earn_Germa
n_Military_Proficiency_Badge/
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NY Army National Guard gets Rochester native as new senior soldier
WHEC: August 15, 2014 :

The New York Army National Guard is getting a new senior soldier who serves as the top
enlisted person in the organization.
Command Sgt. Maj. Louis Wilson of Rochester takes over from Frank Wicks of West Sand
Lake during a change of responsibility ceremony being held Friday afternoon at the National
Guard's Joint Force Headquarters in the Albany suburb of Latham.
As the senior noncommissioned officer in the Army National Guard, the state command
sergeant major serves as the adjutant general's personal adviser for all enlisted-related issues.
Wicks, a civilian employee of the New York State Police, is retiring after more than three
years as command sergeant major. He and Wilson are combat veterans with more than 70
years of combined military service.
Wilson is a retired Rochester police officer with 38 years of military experience.
http://www.whec.com/news/stories/S3533410.shtml
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New York Army National Guard promotes local members
Corning Daily Leader: August 14, 2014:

Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy announced the promotion of members of the New York Army
National Guard in recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy announced the promotion of members of the New York Army
National Guard in recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
Area residents who received promotions include:
Kaitlyn Callahan; Corning; serving with the 827th Engineer Company; promoted to the rank
of private first class.
Donald Cobb; Cohocton; serving with the 105th Military Police Company; promoted to the
rank of private first class.
Brianne Graham; Hornell; serving with the 222nd Military Police Company; promoted to the
rank of private first class.
Dakota Mckie; Lowman; serving with the 827th Engineer Company; promoted to the rank of
private first class.
Ellen Mclaughlin; Campbell; serving with the 105th Military Police Company; promoted to
the rank of private first class.
David Rosell; Wayland; serving with the Company A, 2-108th Infantry; promoted to the rank
of private.
For more information, visit www.dmna.ny.gov.
http://www.the-leader.com/article/20140814/NEWS/140819819
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NY Army National Guard gets new senior soldier .
Associated Press: August 15, 2014 :

ALBANY, N.Y. — The New York Army National Guard is getting a new senior soldier who
serves as the top enlisted person in the organization.
Command Sgt. Maj. Louis Wilson of Rochester takes over from Frank Wicks of West Sand
Lake during a change of responsibility ceremony being held Friday afternoon at the National
Guard's Joint Force Headquarters in the Albany suburb of Latham.
As the senior noncommissioned officer in the Army National Guard, the state command
sergeant major serves as the adjutant general's personal adviser for all enlisted-related issues.
Wicks, a civilian employee of the New York State Police, is retiring after more than three
years as command sergeant major. He and Wilson are combat veterans with more than 70
years of combined military service.
Wilson is a retired Rochester police officer with 38 years of military experience.
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP026a48ac2e734c76991dfc5c4847a5fe.html?mod=WSJ_NY_
LEFTAPHeadlines
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New York Army National Guard Soldiers become MPs during four-week course
Nationalguard.mil: August 14, 2014:

CORTLANDT MANOR, N.Y. - Instructors at the New York Army National Guard’s 106th
Regional Training Institute here are cramming 20 weeks of classroom, field training and onthe-job instruction in police methods into an intense four-week training program.
And on Friday, 18 New York Army National Guard Soldiers are to graduate from the course
to reclassify as Military Police officers.
Through classroom instruction and scenario-based training, they are taught how to protect
lives and property by enforcing military laws and regulations, as well as traffic control, crime
prevention and responding to emergencies.
“Our students are already Soldiers and come with basic warrior skills, so we can focus on
military police functions like civil law and jurisdiction, investigating and collecting evidence
techniques, traffic and crowd control and suspect arrest and restraint procedures,” said Sgt.
1st Class Steven Seidenstein, senior instructor for the course.
According to Seidenstein, once students graduate they will also be prepared to support
battlefield operations by conducting security, internment and resettlement of civilians,

provide law and order to include criminal investigations and confinement of U.S. military
prisoners and conduct police intelligence operations.
The 106th Regional Training Institute (RTI) is an Army National Guard unit that trains
Soldiers, officer and non-commissioned officers across New York State and the northeast.
The 106th’s 1st Battalion specializes in military police proficiency training.
It’s a lot to learn in just four weeks, said Lt. Col. Robert Giordano, commander of the 1st Bn,
106th RTI. Their instructors are well versed, rounded and up to the task. They include several
members of various police and fire departments, professors in criminal justice and senior
finance experts, to name a few.
“Their wealth of knowledge creates a high caliber of teachers,” Giordano said. “We want the
most proficient MP’s possible teaching and mentoring the next generation of MP’s. Our
instructors have what it takes to lead by example.”
According to Giordano, instructors are selected based on their leadership qualities and combat
experience. Once selected for the 3-year commitment, they attend both basic and small group
instructor courses, complete a rigorous on-the-job teaching program and are evaluated by
senior leaders before being certified by the U.S. Army Military Police School.
“I am really impressed with the structured training and hands-on opportunities,” said Spc.
Michael Jankowski. Jankowski, a Gowanda, N.Y. resident, is a former Marine forward
observer who joined the National Guard’s 105th Military Police Company to become a
military police officer.
“The student to instructor ratio makes it possible to ask questions and I really appreciate the
opportunity to practice what we’re learning, rather than being taught and then told to go out
and do it,” Jankowski added.
The course employs up to 11 instructors who interact with students and provide
administrative and logistics support as well as instruction. Having a large force allows
instructors to increase capacity during critical times such as ranges, practical exercises or
when more hands-on instruction is needed, Giordano explained.
“Our instructors teach to task standard because it’s critical our students learn how to do this
job right. We don’t cut corners and we don’t check the block – if and when retraining is
needed, the task is done over and over until it’s done correctly,” Giordano emphasized.
For Army National Guard Spec. Brian Toribio, a Jamiaca, Queens, resident, reclassifying
from an automated logistical specialist to a Military Police officer is a perfect fit because he
aspires to be a New York State Trooper. A member of the 442 MP Co., Toribio is attending
John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York.
“I want a career in law enforcement because I have a passion for justice and want to help keep
my community safe,” Toribio said.

“Taking this course gives me an advantage at college because I already have hands-on
experience with a lot of basic law enforcement responsibilities and techniques,” Toribio said.
“It’s great for me because I enjoy learning aspects of both sides and can combine my civilian
and military education with discipline and knowledge to be a better police officer.”
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/10561/new-york-armynational-guard-soldiers-become-mps-during-four-week-course.aspx
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Prayer breakfast will host speaker
Utica Observer Dispatch : August 13, 2014 :

WHITESBORO--Major General Patrick A. Murphy, adjutant general for the State of New
York & Commander of the New York Army National Guard, and commissioner of the
Division of Military and Naval Affairs for the State of New York will be the keynote speaker
at the upcoming 13th annual Regional Prayer Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 11, at
Hart’s Hill Inn, Whitesboro.
The cost is $15 per person.
A special ceremony will commemorate the 13th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks.
For reservations, email info@TheGenesisGroup.org.
Read more: http://www.uticaod.com/article/20140813/News/140819768#ixzz3AMXkKpwX
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New York Army National Guard Cavalry Soldiers take to the water in Zodiac
boat drill
Nationalguard.mil: August 12, 2014 :

FORT DRUM, N.Y.- Sixty Soldiers from C Troop of the New York Army National Guard’s
2nd Squadron, 101st went boating on the waters of Fort Drum’s Indian Lake on Sunday, as
part of two weeks of annual training.

It was the first time the 101st Cavalry — the reconnaissance eyes and ears of New York’s
27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team — had done any tactical training with their inflatable
rubber boats, said Sgt. 1st Class Jeremy Jaskowiak, Troop C’s readiness and training NCO.
In combat the squadron’s scouts would be expected to use their rubber boats to slip across a
river or lake to get eyes on enemy troops.
“Our job is to do long range reconnaissance, “ said C Troop commander Capt. Matt Lynch. “
C Troop is a dismounted troop. Having the capability of waterborne insertion gives us another
way to move Cavalry Scouts in ahead of the mounted Troops. It also gives us the access to
terrain that was previously denied.”
The boats are known as Zodiac boats, taking their name from a French airplane maker who
first started building them in 1934.
It was training that the unit had planned to do for quite awhile, but deployments, individual
active duty call-ups and state active duty missions kept them from getting Soldiers into the
boats for training, Jaskowiak explained.
When Hurricane Irene hit New York in August 2011, causing massive flooding in the Catskill
Mountains and along the Susquehanna River in the Binghamton area, New York National
Guard leaders decided it would be a good idea if the 101st Cavalry troops learned to use the
boats the unit had been issued, he said.
“It was after Hurricane Irene that the 101st initiated the lengthy training to get our Soldiers
qualified to use the Zodiac boats.” Jaskowiak said. “It started with getting everyone Red
Cross life-saver certified and then we needed supplies and pool time so that each Soldier
could do water training in order to know how to react should they be underwater with all their
equipment on.”
According to Jaskowiak, the 101st troopers did a lot of dry run and dry land training to get
ready.
When the unit was ready for water training the City of Buffalo donated pool time at the Best
Street Park there.
This type of training also produces added benefits, especially for commanders who are
looking for ways to retain a core of Soldiers that will be able to be proficient and pass this
type of skill set onto new Soldiers coming into the unit, Jaskowiak said.
Annual Training at Fort Drum provided a water obstacle the Soldiers could execute the kind
of full-up tactical drill, using weapons, they couldn’t do back home, Jaskowiak said.
“This is the kind of training that I joined the 101st for.” said Spc. Joseph Golonka, of 2nd
Platoon who was also steering his boat with his paddle while crossing the lake. “In order to

maintain silence while rowing, each Soldier has to be in sync, at first it isn’t easy but after the
first time we just watched each other row and got more in tune.”
While the 101st Cav troopers executed a tactical insertion via the boats, safety was a primary
consideration.
A team from the New York Naval Militia — A New York state defense force made up of
Navy, Coast Guard and Marine Corps Reservists who volunteer to do state missions in
addition to their federal duty — provided a safety boat to over watch the operation. The Naval
Militia sailors had brought of their 23-foot river patrol boats, but Indian Lake proved to be too
shallow, so the 101st Cavalry went out and rented a flat bottom fishing boat to use as a safety
vessel.
“Next year we hope to be ready to get certified from First Army so that we have the ability to
train our own new Soldiers who come into the unit,” Lynch said.
Ideally, his unit will work more boat training into their training program and obtain funding to
purchase more boats and outboard motors that would make the boats more useful in
responding to a natural disaster like the flooding which followed Hurricane Irene in 2011,
Lynch said. More boats and motors would also allow quicker troop insertion in a tactical
situation, he added.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/10536/new-york-armynational-guard-cavalry-soldiers-take-to-the-water-in-zodiac-boat.aspx
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