107th Airlift Wing
Final C-130 flight signals end of an era for 107th Airlift Wing
Buffalo News, By Lou Michel, Sept. 25, 2014

Fighter jet pilots from the National Guard flew out of Niagara Falls at the
height of the Cold War, prepared to fire missiles should Soviet aircraft fly over
the top of the globe and attack North America.
Later, pilots from what would become the 107th Airlift Wing deployed to Vietnam.
When the war on terror began, the 107th cruised high above distant war zones,
refueling thirsty fighter jets.
And more recently, the local guard unit flew huge cargo planes, C-130s, to
distant airfields in Haiti and elsewhere, providing humanitarian assistance.
That all changed Thursday, as the 107th closed yet another chapter of its
service, only to begin another.
“It was kind of mixed emotions. A little tough,” said Col. John J. Higgins, the
107th’s commander who navigated the unit’s last flight in a C-130 Hercules cargo
plane. “But we’re looking forward to the new mission and going forward. It is
what it is.”
That new mission is land based, remotely piloting MQ-9 “Reaper” drones. The
pilots sitting in control rooms in Niagara Falls will fly the Reaper above enemy
territory, serving as a spy plane or attack craft, armed with laser-guided
Hellfire missiles.
This is all part of a leaner and more high-tech air defense strategy as military
expenses are cut and advancements in technology shape the future of how America
fights.
Before saying goodbye to actual flying and beginning virtual flying that is
expected to start in 2017, Higgins and his crew spent about an hour airborne
Thursday before returning to the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station.
And you might say there were tears in the air as Higgins and his fellow guardsmen
disembarked from their C-130. Base fire trucks shot streams of water, soaking the
aircraft and crew in a “wet down” ceremony, a tradition that dates back to World
War II to mark milestones for those who take to the skies in defense of the
country.
For area residents who have grown accustomed to looking toward the sky and seeing
the lumbering C-130s with their four propeller engines roaring, fear not. The C130s will remain part of the region’s skyscape. The Air Force Reserves’ 914th Air

Wing, under the direct control of the Air Force, will continue operating eight C130s, down from 12.
The 107th is a National Guard unit, which answers to New York’s governor except
when activated by the president.
In the meantime, 639 full- and part-time members of the 107th, reduced by some
220 personnel because of its mission change to drones, will continue to perform
humanitarian missions when natural disasters strike in the state and elsewhere,
but will rely on other military units to transport them.
Clearly, though, the focus is on mastering duties to operate the Reapers in a
responsible and professional manner, according to Senior Master Sgt. Ray Lloyd, a
107th public affairs spokesman.
Each Reaper, he said, will have a remote control pilot, a sensor operator
collecting information transmitted from the aircraft, and an intelligence officer
making sure the information is accurately interpreted to prevent innocent
civilians from coming under fire.
“A simple drone aircraft has no accountability,” Lloyd said. “With the MQ-9,
there’s lots of eyes on it. It’s all video fed to the operational center where
the crew tries to confirm what they are looking at and what the target is.”

Training of 107th crews has begun at different locations around the country and
building plans are being drawn up to repurpose a structure at the Niagara air
base to serve as a $7 million operational center for the MQ-9s, which will be
stationed elsewhere.
“It’s the progression of aviation. It’s not going away. They are always making
changes,” Lloyd said.
The new mission represents insurance to protect the air reserve facility from
closing, according to elected officials and members of the business community who
have managed to fight back periodic shutdown threats as the Base Realignment and
Closure Commission searches for ways to cut the military’s budget.
The Niagara base has proved tenacious and the 107th’s current impact on the local
economy has been estimated at more than $50 million annually, even with personnel
reductions.
The 107th traces its beginnings to its predecessor, the 339th Air Bombardment
Group of the Army Air Forces at Hunter Army Airfield in Georgia. The group
encountered its first action when it was sent to England in April 1944 as the
339th Fighter Group, whose propeller-powered P-51 Mustangs escorted American
bombers to Germany.
A year after World War II, the unit was officially named the 107th Fighter Group
and assigned to Niagara Falls, where it flew the P-47 Thunderbolt, another

single-engine propeller aircraft. By 1952, Mustangs replaced the Thunderbolts. In
1954, the 107th entered the jet age with the F-94 Starfire.
Three years later, the F-86 Sabre was cruising above the Niagara Frontier.
The F-100 Super Sabre arrived in 1960 and began a 10-year stint that took the
107th into active duty in Vietnam, where the 107th’s Capt. Joseph L’Hullie
perished in a mission.
From 1971 until 1994, the stable of jet fighters continued to advance, first with
the F-101 Voodoo, then the F-4 Phantom and finally the F-16 Falcon. The 107th’s
mission then transitioned in 1994 to a refueling air wing, operating the KC-135
Stratotanker, a Boeing 707 jet able to refuel fighters and other planes in
midair. That mission continued until 2008 when the 107th began its joint mission
with the 914th in flying C-130s.
Now, the 107th is again on the move, entering the new horizon of remotely piloted
aircraft, a tool of warfare that has generated its share of controversy because
of deaths of civilians in war zones.
But Lloyd says there can be a humanitarian use for the MQ-9 and is hopeful that
in time that application will come to the Niagara base.
“They could be used in disasters to assess damage and to search for people,”
Lloyd said. “We could accommodate the aircraft here. We have runways, ramp space
and hangars. If we did get them, it would increase jobs here with aircraft
maintenance.”
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/all-niagara-county/final-c-130-flightsignals-end-of-an-era-for-107th-airlift-wing-20140925
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Fighter jet pilots from the National Guard flew out of Niagara Falls at the height of the Cold
War, prepared to fire missiles should Soviet aircraft fly over the top of the globe and attack
North America.
Later, pilots from what would become the 107th Airlift Wing deployed to Vietnam.
When the war on terror began, the 107th cruised high above distant war zones, refueling
thirsty fighter jets.
And more recently, the local guard unit flew huge cargo planes, C-130s, to distant airfields in
Haiti and elsewhere, providing humanitarian assistance.

That all changed Thursday, as the 107th closed yet another chapter of its service, only to
begin another.
“It was kind of mixed emotions. A little tough,” said Col. John J. Higgins, the 107th’s
commander who navigated the unit’s last flight in a C-130 Hercules cargo plane. “But we’re
looking forward to the new mission and going forward. It is what it is.”
That new mission is land based, remotely piloting MQ-9 “Reaper” drones. The pilots sitting
in control rooms in Niagara Falls will fly the Reaper above enemy territory, serving as a spy
plane or attack craft, armed with laser-guided Hellfire missiles.
This is all part of a leaner and more high-tech air defense strategy as military expenses are cut
and advancements in technology shape the future of how America fights.
Before saying goodbye to actual flying and beginning virtual flying that is expected to start in
2017, Higgins and his crew spent about an hour airborne Thursday before returning to the
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station.
And you might say there were tears in the air as Higgins and his fellow guardsmen
disembarked from their C-130. Base fire trucks shot streams of water, soaking the aircraft and
crew in a “wet down” ceremony, a tradition that dates back to World War II to mark
milestones for those who take to the skies in defense of the country.
For area residents who have grown accustomed to looking toward the sky and seeing the
lumbering C-130s with their four propeller engines roaring, fear not. The C-130s will remain
part of the region’s skyscape. The Air Force Reserves’ 914th Air Wing, under the direct
control of the Air Force, will continue operating eight C-130s, down from 12.
The 107th is a National Guard unit, which answers to New York’s governor except when
activated by the president.
In the meantime, 639 full- and part-time members of the 107th, reduced by some 220
personnel because of its mission change to drones, will continue to perform humanitarian
missions when natural disasters strike in the state and elsewhere, but will rely on other
military units to transport them.
Clearly, though, the focus is on mastering duties to operate the Reapers in a responsible and
professional manner, according to Senior Master Sgt. Ray Lloyd, a 107th public affairs
spokesman.
Each Reaper, he said, will have a remote control pilot, a sensor operator collecting
information transmitted from the aircraft, and an intelligence officer making sure the
information is accurately interpreted to prevent innocent civilians from coming under fire.

“A simple drone aircraft has no accountability,” Lloyd said. “With the MQ-9, there’s lots of
eyes on it. It’s all video fed to the operational center where the crew tries to confirm what
they are looking at and what the target is.”
Training of 107th crews has begun at different locations around the country and building
plans are being drawn up to repurpose a structure at the Niagara air base to serve as a $7
million operational center for the MQ-9s, which will be stationed elsewhere.
“It’s the progression of aviation. It’s not going away. They are always making changes,”
Lloyd said.
The new mission represents insurance to protect the air reserve facility from closing,
according to elected officials and members of the business community who have managed to
fight back periodic shutdown threats as the Base Realignment and Closure Commission
searches for ways to cut the military’s budget.
The Niagara base has proved tenacious and the 107th’s current impact on the local economy
has been estimated at more than $50 million annually, even with personnel reductions.
The 107th traces its beginnings to its predecessor, the 339th Air Bombardment Group of the
Army Air Forces at Hunter Army Airfield in Georgia. The group encountered its first action
when it was sent to England in April 1944 as the 339th Fighter Group, whose propellerpowered P-51 Mustangs escorted American bombers to Germany.
A year after World War II, the unit was officially named the 107th Fighter Group and
assigned to Niagara Falls, where it flew the P-47 Thunderbolt, another single-engine propeller
aircraft. By 1952, Mustangs replaced the Thunderbolts. In 1954, the 107th entered the jet age
with the F-94 Starfire.
Three years later, the F-86 Sabre was cruising above the Niagara Frontier.
The F-100 Super Sabre arrived in 1960 and began a 10-year stint that took the 107th into
active duty in Vietnam, where the 107th’s Capt. Joseph L’Hullie perished in a mission.
From 1971 until 1994, the stable of jet fighters continued to advance, first with the F-101
Voodoo, then the F-4 Phantom and finally the F-16 Falcon. The 107th’s mission then
transitioned in 1994 to a refueling air wing, operating the KC-135 Stratotanker, a Boeing 707
jet able to refuel fighters and other planes in midair. That mission continued until 2008 when
the 107th began its joint mission with the 914th in flying C-130s.
Now, the 107th is again on the move, entering the new horizon of remotely piloted aircraft, a
tool of warfare that has generated its share of controversy because of deaths of civilians in
war zones.
But Lloyd says there can be a humanitarian use for the MQ-9 and is hopeful that in time that
application will come to the Niagara base.

“They could be used in disasters to assess damage and to search for people,” Lloyd said. “We
could accommodate the aircraft here. We have runways, ramp space and hangars. If we did
get them, it would increase jobs here with aircraft maintenance.”
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/all-niagara-county/final-c-130-flight-signals-end-ofan-era-for-107th-airlift-wing-20140925

New York Air National Guard's 107th Airlift Wing conducts final flight in C-130
National Guard.mil: September 26, 2014

NIAGARA FALLS AIR RESERVE STATION, N.Y. -Aircrews from the 107th Airlift Wing
flew their final C-130 flight and were greeted with a water salute here Thursday.
The unit is in the process of converting from the C-130 Hercules tactical transport to the MQ9 Reaper, a Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPA). The flight was the last time 107th aircrew
members will fly C-130s. The mission was flown in partnership with the 914th Airlift Wing,
Air Force Reserve, which will continue to fly the C-130 from Niagara.
It is a long-standing aviation and Air Force tradition that marks the milestone of an aircrew
member’s last flight. Comrades spray water or champagne on the aircrew as they exit the
aircraft. It is dubbed the “final flight.”
As the aircraft taxied in, two fire trucks from the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station Fire
Emergency Services made an archway of water. Members of the 107th and 914th Airlift
Wings lined the flight line to be present for the historic event. As the crew exited the aircraft,
they were met with buckets of water, sprays of champagne and cheers.
Col. John J. Higgins, 107th Airlift Wing Commander, served as the navigator for the final
flight. It was the last flight of his military career.
“It is a day of mixed emotions. We are transitioning from the C-130, which we’ve been flying
since 2008 and have become comfortable with, having deployed with it to Iraq and
Afghanistan. However, we look to the future with excitement as we take on the MQ-9
mission,” Higgins said.
Lt. Col. Douglas Eoute was the aircraft commander for the flight. “It was nostalgic. I have
been flying for 25 years. It was bittersweet. We are looking forward to the future but we’re
going to miss flying up in the aircraft,” he said.
Today marked the end of the C-130 era for the 107th Airlift Wing. The conversion to the
RPA mission is underway. Many members are in training or have recently completed training
as RPA pilots, sensor operators, intelligence coordinators and other high-tech
communications positions. The unit is on course to be fully operational by 2017.

Since it was first organized during World War II, the wing has flown propeller driven fight
planes, supersonic jets designed to knock down enemy bombers, ground attack aircraft and
giant KC-135 tankers.
“I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the community for their support of the 107th and
ask for their continued support as we convert to the MQ-9. I’d also like to thank the 914th
Airlift Wing for being our partners in C-130 operations and convey my gratitude for all they
have done for us,” Higgins said.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/11262/new-york-airnational-guards-107th-airlift-wing-conducts-final-flight-in-c-130.aspx

107th Airlift Wing Takes Final C-130 Flight Before Switching to New Mission
Time Warner Cable News: September 25, 2014

WHEATFIELD, N.Y. -- Members of the Air National Guard's 107th Airlift Wing got a
ceremonial "wet down" with champagne Thursday as they made their final flight in a C-130
plane.
"Kind of mixed emotions here. It was a little tough," said Col. John Higgins, commander of
the 107th Airlift Wing.
The Airlift Wing is now phasing out the C-130 mission and focusing on a new one. The MQ9 Reaper mission will allow airmen to fly remotely piloted aircraft all over the world, right
from the Niagara Falls Air Base.
"It'll be flying combat from home station and don't have to deploy, but it'll be a 24/7 operation
for us," said Col. Higgins.
Higgins navigated the plane for the last time Thursday.
The transition is bittersweet for Lt. Col. Doug Eoute, who's been flying manned planes for
nearly three decades, but Eoute said the new mission will be safer.
"You get the bodies out of the cockpit, out of the line of fire, so that's definitely one of the
benefits, and it tends to be cheaper too," said Eoute.
For a base that's been targeted for closure twice - first in 1995, then in 2005 - members of the
107th said the Reaper mission will help secure its future.

"We're getting into an emerging mission that's got a solid future that has a lot to contribute to
global war on terror, so it'll give us a good footing and a good ground to stand on," said
Eoute.
According to Col. Higgins, the 107th lost a little more than 200 positions because of the
Reaper mission. Many, like Technical Sgt. Seth Higley, who was in charge of loading the
cargo on the plane, switched careers. He's now a recruiter.
"The Air National Guard here in Niagara Falls has changed my life, and I want to afford
others that same opportunity," said TSgt Higley.
The C-130s will still be flown by the 914th Airlift Wing.
The Reaper system will be up and running in 2017.
http://buffalo.twcnews.com/content/news/772206/107th-airlift-wing-takes-final-c-130-flightbefore-switching-to-new-mission/

107th Air Lift Wing Marks Transition With Final C-130 Flight
WGRZ: September 25, 2-14

NIAGARA FALLS, NY – Thursday marked a monumental day in the history of the New
York Air National Guard 107th Airlift wing, which is transitioning to a new mission
involving drone aircraft.
To commemorate the transition, the unit made a final flight in one of the C-130 Hercules
cargo planes it has been operating at the base, followed by a traditional "wetting down"
ceremony at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base.
Emblematic of the end of a mission for an air group, the C-130, after touchdown, was sprayed
with water (from base fire trucks) as it rolled to a stop on the tarmac. After deplaning, the
crew was also wetted down, by champagne from their base comrades.
Along with a new mission, the 107th -- no longer an airlift wing -- will need a new name.
Unit Commander Colonel John Higgins confirmed for WGRZ-TV that, while nothing is set in
stone, they're hoping to be called the 107th "Attack Wing" – or "Attack Group."
Earlier in the day, U.S. Rep Brian Higgins (D-South Buffalo) pitched the airbase as one of
three locations which the federal government seeks to locate a pilot program to train veterans
interested in jobs in the growing solar energy field.

Higgins says the White House prefers they be located on military bases. He feels recent plans
unveiled by Solar City to construct the nation's largest solar panel manufacturing plant in
South Buffalo make the Niagara Falls base a natural location for such a training program.
http://www.wgrz.com/story/news/local/niagara-county/2014/09/25/new-mission-will-involvedrones/16221799/

Citizens Preparedness
Get Trained For Emergencies
WWNY: September 25, 2014

We have our share of emergencies in northern New York, mostly weather-related. Just think
of last winter's ice storm and blizzard, all within two weeks.
With that in mind, there's a new program to help you prepare for emergencies, weather and
otherwise. It's run by New York state, and a training session is set for this Saturday morning
at Clarkson University. It takes about two hours.
Get more details and sign up for it here.
We heard from one of the people involved in the program, Master Sgt. Raymond Drumsta, on
7 News This Morning Thursday. Click on the picture to listen to John moore's conversation
with Sgt. Drumsta.
http://www.wwnytv.com/news/local/Saturday-Get-Trained-For-Emergencies-277052731.html

National Guard holds citizen preparedness training on Saturday at FLCC
WHEC.com: September 25, 2014

Governor Andrew Cuomo is urging residents to take part in a citizen preparedness training
seminar this weekend in Canandaigua.
The National Guard will be holding the training program at Finger Lakes Community College
Saturday morning starting at 11 a.m.
The training is suppose to help residents be more prepared for natural disasters and
emergencies. The program will cover a number of topics on how to respond to a disaster as a
citizen and each family will receive a free emergency kit -- which includes first aid items, a
radio, food and other items needed in a disaster.

The event is free to attend and you don't need to signup.
Governor Cuomo launched the program earlier this year with the goal of training about
100,000 residents across the state. Governor Cuomo said during the launch that he wants
citizens to be more prepared to respond to disasters.
http://www.whec.com/news/stories/S3571749.shtml

When hoping for the best isn’t enough
Catskill Daily Mail, September 24, 2014

New York National Guard troops along with state and local emergency management officials
conducted a session of New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Citizen Preparedness Training
Program.
The program lasted about two hours on Wednesday night in the Catskill High School
gymnasium.
Governor Cuomo’s Citizen Preparedness Training Program provided a Powerpoint
presentation including the knowledge and tools to prepare for emergencies and disasters,
respond accordingly, and recover as quickly as possible to pre-disaster conditions.
The New York National Guard has been working to hold classes across the state with the help
of experts from the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services
and local emergency management personnel.
The program was designed by DHSES and covers a wide range of emergency preparedness
topics including the development of a family emergency plan, stocking up on emergency
supplies and registering for NY-Alert, the “New York State All-Hazards Alert and
Notification web-based portal,” according to the New York State Website.
The free statewide emergency alert system is a part of New York’s contuing commitment to
provide residents with information so they will understand the risks and threats that
potentially they may face. Some of the information posted on NY-Alert includes severe
weather warnings, significant highway closures, hazardous materials spills, and other
emergency conditions of this caliber.
Participants received a training certificate and a free citizen preparedness starter kit. The
starter kit includes items such as a flash light, duct tape, gloves, safety goggles, a breathing
mask, a water jug capable of holding about a gallon of liquid, a first-aid kit, pocket radio with
batteries, food bars, emergency blanket and other key items to help citizens in the immediate
aftermath of a disaster.

Lt. Thomas Frost of the New York State National Guard said, “Yes, we’re giving you a gobag, but it’s not an immediate solution.”
The training program included information about what other supplies and personal
information citizens should add to their kits.
According to Lt. Kyle Davis of the New York State National Guard, The training program
started last December, right before the New Year of 2014, but the first presentation was in
February.
“By being proactive, by preparing ahead of time. By being able to attend courses like this and
continue your education, you’ll be able to survive by preparing, then respond and recover
from all of these disasters, both manmade and natural,” said Davis.
Frost says that there have been well over 10,000 people trained with a total over 100 events
statewide.
For more information on the program and emergency preparedness, visit www.nyprepare.gov.
http://www.thedailymail.net/news/article_4dc13bb4-4477-11e4-825b-93b1b138e324.html

Learn How to Prepare, Respond and Recover From Disasters in Free Class
Capital Region TWC: September 24, 2014

The National Guard and Homeland Security are offering classes this weekend to teach people
how to prepare, respond and recover from emergencies.
Some of the items that will be discussed in the New York State Citizen Preparedness Corps
class includes how to prepare an emergency plan, how to take care of friends and relatives
during an emergency, what someone should take with them if they have to evacuate, and how
to recover once the emergency has passed.
A free NYS Disaster Preparedness Kit will be given to each family that attends.
The two hour training courses are taking place statewide and participants should register for
the local event.
For more information on the classes and to register, visit the New York State Citizen
Preparedness Corps website.
http://albany.twcnews.com/content/news/771756/learn-how-to-prepare--respond-and-recoverfrom-disasters-in-free-class/

Disaster Preparedness Courses This Weekend For Citizens
Buffalo News: September 22, 2014

New York State Citizen Preparedness Corps is offering disaster preparedness training courses
for residents across New York.
The hope is that these citizens will then have the tools to help themselves and others deal with
and recover from a disaster as quickly as possible.
1st Sgt. Brian Bennett, of the N.Y. National Guard, came into our studio to talk about the
courses, what residents will learn, and about a set of tools the New York State Citizen
Preparedness Corps is giving participants.
Go to the link for a schedule of courses and registration information.
http://buffalo.twcnews.com/content/news/771212/disaster-preparedness-courses-thisweekend-for-citizens/

Disaster Preparedness Courses This Weekend For Citizens
Rochester TWC: September 22, 2014

New York State Citizen Preparedness Corps is offering disaster preparedness training courses
for residents across New York.
The hope is that these citizens will then have the tools to help themselves and others deal with
and recover from a disaster as quickly as possible.
1st Sgt. Brian Bennett, of the N.Y. National Guard, came into our studio to talk about the
courses, what residents will learn, and about a set of tools the New York State Citizen
Preparedness Corps is giving participants.
Go to the link for a schedule of courses and registration information.
http://rochester.twcnews.com/content/news/771212/disaster-preparedness-courses-thisweekend-for-citizens/

DMNA

DOE: $5M to develop clean energy projects at federal facilities
Today’s Energy Solutions: September 23, 2014

Nine projects will use combined heat and power and renewable energy technologies to meet
energy goals.
Washington – The Energy Department announced $5 million in funding for nine projects that
will advance the development of combined heat and power (CHP) and renewable energy
technologies at facilities across the federal government and help meet energy efficiency,
renewable energy, and greenhouse gas reduction goals.
The federal government is working to achieve a number of energy, water, and carbon
pollution reduction goals including improving the energy intensity of its facilities by 30% by
2015 and reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 28% by 2020. Renewable energy at federal
facilities also represents a large clean energy resource for the United States. Federal agencies
are working toward a goal of 20% of their electricity from renewable energy sources by 2020
as directed in a December 2013 Presidential Memorandum.
The Federal Energy Management Program’s (FEMP) inaugural Assisting Federal Facilities
with Energy Conservation Technologies (AFFECT) funding announced today will support
two main technology areas: CHP and renewable energy. Funding includes nearly $2 million
for three projects to increase the use of CHP to generate electric and thermal energy from a
single source and more than $3 million for six renewable energy projects to install
photovoltaic (PV) systems. Cost shared with industry, the total investment is nearly $120
million.
Projects funded under the Energy Department’s Federal Energy Management Program are:
•National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center in
Houston, Texas)— This 13.7MW CHP system at the center is expected to net more than $29
million in energy savings over its lifetime. This will be NASA’s first CHP deployment: there
is potential for 73MW of CHP across the agency.
•Department of Defense (Army Aberdeen Proving Ground in Edgewood, Maryland)—This
7.9MW CHP system, executed under an Energy Savings Performance Contract, will replace a
steam generation plant being decommissioned in 2016. The new system will provide 86% of
the site’s steam supply and offset 50% of current electricity use. The project will also develop
standard protocols—including design, air permitting, and electrical interconnection— that can
be replicated across DOD.
•National Science Foundation (Arctic Program at Thule Air Base in Greenland)—This 30
kilowatt (kW) CHP system will serve as a model for NSF facilities and assist agencies in
evaluating the replacement of diesel generators at any remote, isolated government sites, such
as DOD forward operating bases, FEMA emergency zones, forests and parks. Typically

electricity and fuel costs are excessively high in the Artic, and the maintenance requirements
for a microturbine are far less than diesel engines.
•Department of Agriculture (12 Forest Service National Forests in California)— The Forest
Service will deploy a total of 220 kW of renewable energy installations, including PV systems
at 14 locations across 11 National Forests, along with a single small-scale hydroelectric
turbine at one additional National Forest. These off-grid systems will use battery-backup and
several different battery technologies to boost system performance. These will be prototype
installations for replication at Forest Service locations nationwide.
•Department of Justice (Bureau of Prisons in Oregon, New Jersey, and New York)— The
Bureau of Prisons will install a total of 1.5MW of ground-mounted PV systems at three
federal prisons in Sheridan, Oregon; Fairton, New Jersey; and Otisville, New York. The
project will serve as a pilot for 119 other federal prisons.
•Department of the Interior (National Park Service in Virginia and North Carolina)— The
National Park Service will deploy 350 solar-powered safety lights along the 469-mile Blue
Ridge Parkway in Virginia and North Carolina. At present, almost all of the safety lights are
battery-powered and require frequent verification and replacement. The installation will
significantly extend time between physical inspections, saving on fuel and maintenance costs.
•Department of Defense (Air National Guard in Westhampton Beach, New York)—This
1.56MW rooftop PV system at the Gabreski Airport will cover 48% of the base’s electric
consumption and is the site’s first renewable project.
•Department of Defense (Army in Fort Campbell, Kentucky)— This 5MW ground-mounted
PV system will be installed on an abandoned landfill, which is otherwise unusable land. The
multi-megawatt project will encourage further solar deployment in an area of the country
underserved by renewables. The Army can apply lessons learned to other large-scale, landfillbased PV projects.
•Department of Transportation (Federal Aviation Administration in Peachtree City,
Georgia)— This 217 kW ground-mount PV system at the Terminal Radar Approach Control
Station will be the FAA’s first large-scale renewable project in its Eastern Service Area. It is
expected to produce approximately 300,000 kWh annually.
http://www.onlinetes.com/energy-department-renewables-federal-facilities-92314.aspx

Fort Drum buildings renamed for WWII Medal of Honor recipients in New York
National Guard
Watertown Daily News: September 23, 2014

Fighting down to their last bullets 70 years ago, Lt. Col. William J. O’Brien and Sgt. Thomas
A. Baker Jr. repelled waves of Japanese attackers on the southern Pacific island of Saipan
during World War II.
The two New York natives, posthumous Medal of Honor recipients, received a new honor
Monday, as buildings on post were renamed for them.
“What we’re doing is carrying on their legacy of their duty, their service and their sacrifice,”
said Col. Richard L. Goldenberg, spokesman for the state Division of Military and Naval
Affairs. The two soldiers served in the 105th Infantry Regiment of the New York Army
National Guard’s 27th Infantry Division.
Col. O’Brien and Sgt. Baker lost their lives hours apart on July 7, 1944, during the massive
Japanese banzai attack on the island, a part of the Marianas Islands, as American forces faced
an overwhelming surge of as many as 5,000 Japanese soldiers.
During ceremonies Monday, the Operation Readiness Training Center became the O’Brien
Readiness Training Center, and the Weapons Training Facility became the Baker Weapons
Training Facility.
Army accounts say that during the attack, Col. O’Brien, born in Troy, led several movements
for his battalion, including one through about 1,200 yards of sniper-patrolled underbrush to
aid a struggling platoon. Despite dwindling ammunition supplies and sustaining serious
injury, he reportedly refused to leave the front line, firing at incoming Japanese attackers with
a pistol in each hand. He was last seen firing a .50 caliber machine gun mounted on a jeep,
until he was overwhelmed. His Medal of Honor citation said he was found days later,
“surrounded by enemy he had killed.”
Col. Gary A. Rosenberg, Fort Drum’s garrison commander, said Col. O’Brien’s actions that
day showed what kind of leader he was.
“He could ask no more from them than he was willing to give of himself,” he said.
Sgt. Baker, also born in Troy, was wounded by grenade shrapnel early in the battle, as his
position was attacked at three sides. Rather than leave, Sgt. Baker fired at and killed several
charging enemy fighters, some as close as five yards away, until he ran out of ammunition,
and his weapon became battered from his swinging it like a club.
When a fellow soldier was injured carrying him from the battle, Sgt. Baker told the solider to
leave without him. His Medal of Honor citation stated Sgt. Baker “preferred to be left to die
rather than risk the lives of any more of his friends.”
He was propped up against a tree with a cigarette and a pistol holding eight bullets. The
citation stated his body was found days later “in the same position, gun empty, with 8
Japanese lying dead before him.”

Col. Goldenberg said he hoped soldiers would be inspired by learning about the namesakes
for the newly labeled buildings.
“It’s not about ourselves; it’s about what we instill in others and see in others, and setting that
example,” Col. Goldenberg said. “Col. O’Brien and Sgt. Baker definitely set that example.”
Cols. Goldenberg and Rosenberg noted a third soldier from the regiment, Wisconsin native
Benjamin L. Salomon, received a Medal of Honor in 2002 for his actions during the battle.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20140923/NEWS03/140929638

Fort Drum Renames Buildings For Medal Of Honor Recipients
WWNY TV: September 22, 2014

A pair of ceremonies Monday at Fort Drum honored two Medal of Honor recipients from
Troy in the Capital District.
A building used for training was dedicated to Lieutenant Colonel William O'Brien, one of two
soldiers from World War II who gave their lives during the battle on Saipan in July 1944.
Hours later, Sergeant Thomas Baker Junior died in that same fight against the Japanese.
During a second ceremony at Fort Drum Monday, a weapons training facility was renamed
for Sergeant Baker.
http://www.wwnytv.com/news/local/Fort-Drum-Renames-Buildings-For-Medal-Of-HonorRecipients-276202961.html

Joint Force Headquarters
GOVERNOR CUOMO ANNOUNCES COUNTERTERRORISM MEASURES
TO BOLSTER NEW YORK'S SECURITY AND PREPAREDNESS
Post Star: September 22, 2014

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today met with Legislative Leaders to announce a coordinated
increase in security and law enforcement personnel at mass transit sites in the New York City
region. This announcement is being made out of an abundance of caution, given the
undeniable increase of terrorist activity abroad. Today’s precautionary surge is also based on
the fact that New York City continues to be a high-profile terrorist target as one of the world’s

top destinations for travelers, as well as the premier hub for business and commerce in the
region.
As part of this effort, Governor Cuomo is directing the heads of the New York State Division
of Military and Naval Affairs, the New York State Police, the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to increase security at mass
transit sites like LaGuardia Airport, John F. Kennedy International Airport, Penn Station,
Grand Central Terminal, and stations along the Metro-North Railroad and Long Island Rail
Road.
“When it comes to public safety, our responsibility in government is to be ready, be prepared,
and anticipate the worst – and that is exactly what we are doing today,” Governor Cuomo
said. “While we have not received any credible threats, New York City is an international
symbol of tolerance and resilience, and therefore continues to be a top target for terrorists.
With that in mind and in light increasing terrorist activity overseas, we are increasing security
measures across the board at mass transit sites in the region. New Yorkers should rest assured
knowing that public safety is our highest priority, and we will do whatever we need to do in
order to keep our communities safe.”
Senate Majority Co-Leader Dean Skelos said, “The growing terrorist threats from overseas
puts New York at an even greater risk of attack and necessitates that we redouble our efforts
to protect our citizens. The briefing today was important to understand the steps that federal,
state and local homeland security authorities are taking to ensure that we have a strong,
coordinated plan in place to protect the safety of all New Yorkers.”
Senate Majority Co-Leader Jeff Klein said, “As the threat of terror escalates overseas, we
must never forget to proactively protect New Yorkers. Governor Cuomo, myself, and my
fellow state leaders will ensure that it's also the safest. To this end, the smartest investment
the State is making right now is in additional security measures that will keep us on our
constant path of vigilance.”
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver said, “On behalf of my Lower Manhattan community,
home to the World Trade Center, I want to commend Governor Cuomo for taking the lead to
initiate a review of safety and security procedures throughout this metropolitan region. New
Yorkers have long known that this great international city is a top target for terrorist groups.
The 9/11 attacks taught us painful lessons about the need for vigilance. It taught us about the
need for communication and cooperation between our law enforcement agencies, national
security entities and first responders. Speaking for the Assembly, we are ready and willing to
do all that we can to assist in carrying out this mission.”
Read more:
http://www.poststarnews.com/article/20140922/News/140929951#ixzz3E8Vjs9rR

Cuomo Boosts New York's Counterterrorism Security

Pelham Daily Voice: September 22, 2014

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is enhancing New York’s counterterrorism security and law
enforcement at mass transit sites in New York City, according to an announcement from the
governor’s office.
While meeting with legislative leaders Sept. 19, Cuomo directed the heads of the New York
State Division of Military and Naval Affairs, the New York State Police, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to increase
security at mass transit sites such as LaGuardia Airport, John F. Kennedy International
Airport, Penn Station, Grand Central Terminal and stations along the Metro-North Railroad
and Long Island Railroad.
The announcement follows an abundance of terrorist activity internationally and the fact that
New York City continues to be a high-profile terrorist target.
“When it comes to public safety, our responsibility in government is to be ready, be prepared,
and anticipate the worst – and that is exactly what we are doing today,” Cuomo said. “While
we have not received any credible threats, New York City is an international symbol of
tolerance and resilience, and therefore continues to be a top target for terrorists.”
“With that in mind and in light of increasing terrorist activity overseas, we are increasing
security measures across the board at mass transit sites in the region. New Yorkers should rest
assured knowing that public safety is our highest priority, and we will do whatever we need to
do in order to keep our communities safe.”
Early last week, the Port Authority redeployed Port Authority Police Department (PAPD) and
K-9 resources at its facilities, and increased bag checks and on-and-off train checks
throughout the PATH system. The Authority also increased PAPD presence at JFK and
LaGuardia Airports, and has increased PAPD coverage at the agency's bridges and tunnels,
World Trade Center site, Port Authority Bus Terminal and ports.
The MTA added additional overtime coverage, with the focus on Penn Station and Grand
Central Terminal.
The New York National Guard will increase the number of soldiers and airmen assigned to
Joint Task Force Empire Shield, the National Guard security force that operates in New York
City.
http://pelham.dailyvoice.com/news/cuomo-boosts-new-yorks-counterterrorism-security

CAE Gets C$115 Mln Worth Defence Contracts
NASDAQ: September 23, 2014

Canadian aviation-training and simulation products provider CAE Inc. (CAE, CAE.TO) said
that it has won a series of contracts valued at approximately C$115 million to provide a range
of training systems and services for global defence and security customers.
These include contracts to continue providing MQ-1 Predator/MQ-9 Reaper aircrew training
to the United States Air Force , a contract to update the Royal Canadian Air Force's CP-140
simulator, and a contract to design and manufacture a UH-72A flight training device for the
United States Army.
The United States Air Force or USAF has exercised the contract option for the second year of
CAE USA providing MQ-1 Predator and MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted aircraft (RPA)
aircrew training services and courseware development. CAE USA will continue providing
classroom, simulator and live flying instruction for more than 1,500 pilots and sensor
operators who train annually at Holloman Air Force Base (AFB), New Mexico; Creech AFB,
Nevada; March Air Reserve Base, California; and Hancock Air National Guard Base, New
York.
CAE noted that it was awarded a contract from the Government of Canada to perform a major
visual system update on the Royal Canadian Air Force's CP-140 full-flight simulator (FFS).
The comprehensive visual solution will include the latest generation CAE Medallion-6000
image generator and new display system to deliver superior image quality. In addition, CAE
will be implementing the Common Database (CDB) architecture capability on the CP-140
FFS to significantly enhance the RCAF's ability to correlate, re-use, and rapidly update
databases to support training and mission rehearsal requirements.
CAE said it was awarded a contract by Airbus Defense and Space, Inc. to manufacture a new
UH-72A Lakota Synthetic Flight Training System or SFTS. This UH-72A SFTS, the second
CAE is currently building for the U.S. Army, will be delivered to Ft. Rucker, Alabama during
the summer of 2015. These devices will support rotary wing pilot training at the U.S. Army's
Aviation Center of Excellence or USAACE. CAE is nearing completion of the first UH-72A
SFTS for USAACE at Ft. Rucker.
Read more: http://www.nasdaq.com/article/cae-gets-c115-mln-worth-defence-contracts20140923-00179#ixzz3EELzvKhR

Duty Calls
Times Union: September 21, 2014

As New York Army National Guard Col. Tammy Mandwelle of Queensbury retired, her son
Jordan Mandwelle began his military career as a new Army second lieutenant.
Tammy, an Iraqi war veteran, was honored during a retirement testimony at the state Division
of Military and Naval Affairs Headquarters in Latham.

Brig. Gen. Raymond Shields, director of Joint Staff for the New York National Guard,
presented a retirement certificate to the colonel marking her exemplary 31 years of service in
the New York Army National Guard and the Army Reserve.
She retired as the officer in charge of the New York State Selective Service Detachment.
Jordan was commissioned upon completion of an Army Reserve Officer Training Corps
program and graduation from Syracuse University.
Mandwelle, a South Glens Falls High School teacher in civilian life, deployed with the Troybased 42nd Infantry Division in 2005 to Iraq, and participated in the New York National
Guard response to the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center.
In Iraq, Mandwelle served as the division chemical officer in Tikrit, ran the division's Joint
Visitors Bureau and also served as secretary to the general staff for the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment in Mosul.
She has also served as a medical company commander, a training battalion commander, and
as the commander of the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team Rear Detachment while the
brigade headquarters deployed to Afghanistan in 2008.
Tammy earned a Bronze Star, a Meritorious Service Medal and a Parachute Badge.
Sailor advances
David H. Hawley of Troy has been promoted to captain in the New York Naval Militia.
Hawley, formerly executive director of the Cornell Cooperative Extension in Rensselaer
County, serves as the Naval Militia's chief of staff. Since earlier this summer, he has been
employed by the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs as the Naval Militia's civilian
executive officer, responsible for day-to-day administrative tasks, as well as serving as a
member of the Naval Militia.
The New York Naval Militia is the naval component of the New York military forces, which
also consists of the New York Army and Air National Guard, which are federal reserve
forces, and the New York Guard, a state emergency response force.
Hawley served in the U.S. Navy on active duty from 1982 to 1994 and served in the Navy
Reserve until 2010, when he joined the New York Naval Militia, serving a personnel officer.
In that capacity, he supported the Naval Militia's response to Hurricanes Irene and Lee in
2011 and Superstorm Sandy in 2012.
Hawley was trained as a naval aviator and flew UH-1 Huey and CH-46 Seaknight helicopters.
He served aboard ships in the Mediterranean, and Caribbean Sea as well as in the Pacific
Ocean.

http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-Colonel-mom-retires-as-son-launches5771234.php

Cuomo, Christie review security measures as U.S. prepares to address ISIS
threat
Legislative Gazette: September 22, 2014

In response to the growing tension between the United States and terrorist groups such as
ISIS, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo and New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie have announced a
joint review of their first responders to ensure that proper, effective and coordinated plans are
in place in the event of a terrorist attack in the New York-New Jersey metropolitan area.
"By undertaking an immediate analysis of all procedures and security measures in light of
these new circumstances, we are taking an important step to proactively anticipate any
possible issues," Cuomo said.
Christie also expounded on the need for a review of how terror threats and attacks are dealt
with.
"Given the reality of new and growing threats from overseas, we are going to do everything
we can as leaders of this region to ensure that we are working together, prepared, and can
effectively respond as needed to protect our people, our critical infrastructure, and our hubs of
commerce and business," Christie said.
At the meeting, the two governors directed both states' Homeland Security advisors and
police superintendants to conduct a review of current procedures. Leaders who will head the
review include New York Superintendent of State Police Joseph D'Amico, Commissioner of
the New York Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services Jerome Hauer, New
Jersey Superintendent of State Police Col. Rick Fuentes, and Director of the New Jersey
Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness Christopher Rodriguez.
The agencies participating in the bi-state group include: the New Jersey State Police, the New
Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness, New Jersey Transit, New Jersey State
National Guard, the New York Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services,
the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, the New York State Police, the New York
City Police Department, and the New York National Guard. The multi-group agency will be
working in conjunction with the FBI's Joint Terrorism Task Forces.
The governors will hold a meeting to review initial recommendations within 10 days. In 30
days, the group in charge of the review will again report directly back to both governors with
any and all further findings and recommendations.

http://www.legislativegazette.com/Articles-Top-Stories-c-2014-09-22-89276.113122-CuomoChristie-review-security-measures-as-US-prepares-to-address-ISIS-threat.html

Christie, Cuomo respond to terrorist activity by boosting police on mass transit
NJ.com: September 24, 2014

Just hours after U.S. airstrikes on ISIS targets in the occupied Syrian city of Raqqa, Gov.
Chris Christie and New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that they have signed a
memorandum on security that will boost police and national guard presence on mass transit in
both states.
The announced increases in security measures were due to what New York Superintendent of
State Police Joseph D’Amico termed an “uptick” in terrorist activity globally, though he and
other state officials emphasized the move was not in response to any specific, known terrorist
threat identified by federal authorities.
The two governors had previously announced plans for a bi-state review of security
procedures on Sept. 15.
Today's announcement was made at a news conference inside a building on Greenwich Street
in Manhattan, in the shadow of the former World Trade Center's twin towers.
Christie said that "all the mass transit agencies" within the New York and New Jersey region
will be "stepping up the presence of law enforcement,” adding that the measures begin
immediately.
Christie wouldn’t say precisely where enforcement agency resources would be most
concentrated, fearing it would "tip our hand" to terror groups.
However, in an interview with NJ Advance Media following the joint announcement, Major
General Patrick A. Murphy of the New York State National Guard said that New York was
going to increase its “Empire Shield” guard detail to as many as 500 guardsmen, nearly a
doubling of its commitment to aiding law enforcement. These guardsmen have no authority to
enforce the law or make arrests, but would provide “additional force protection” for New
York and New Jersey law enforcement.
Christie was also mum on what the increased security would cost taxpayers in either state, but
offered, "I don't think anyone is going to come to us and say, 'You're spending too much to
keep us safe.'"
Additionally, New York and New Jersey will participate in a joint emergency exercise in the
coming months, and according to a statement from the New Jersey governor’s office, “Over
the next 100 days, law enforcement and military personnel will join forces within the

metropolitan area to engage in counterterrorism operations by increasing visibility,
inspections and surveillance on and at trains and train stations, airports, landmarks, and
bridges and tunnels.”
As to how long this all might last, both governors say residents should get used to it.
Cuomo called it "the new normal."
Cuomo explained, the "terrorist threat has metastasized," is "larger" with "more resources and
more complex than it was (on 9/11) and we are still one of the top targets. … If you ask me to
look into a crystal ball, I don't believe it goes away."
http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2014/09/christie_and_cuomo_sign_new_security_memo
randum_boosting_cops_national_guard_presence_throughout_reg.html

Govs Agree To Increase Security In N.Y., N.J. In Response To Rising Global
Terror Threat
CBS New York: September 24, 2014

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo and New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie have ordered an
unprecedented heavier police presence on commuter rail lines, subways, bus stations, airports
and bridge and tunnel crossings.
On Wednesday, the governors signed a Memorandum of Understanding, coordinating their
law enforcement and intelligence gathering agencies.
The move comes amid an increased threat of international terrorist activity.
“There is no border between New York and New Jersey when it comes to public safety,”
Cuomo said.
Although there is no specific threat to the area, Christie said, “this is something that’s
absolutely necessary for us to do in light of the new and increased tensions.”
“The New York City area has always been a top target for terrorists wishing to spread hatred
and fear, and we would be in a state of denial to say that what is going on internationally has
not raised that danger,” Cuomo stated. “That is why New York and New Jersey are increasing
our level of partnership and cooperation — because public safety is paramount and joining
together is the best way to defend against any possible dangers. Our residents should rest
assured that we are doing everything necessary to keep the region safe.”

The agreement will substantially increase security all across our area, including at bridges and
tunnels and airports, and at transportation hubs like Penn Station, Grand Central and PATH,
CBS 2’s Dick Brennan reported.
The public will also see an increase in Emergency Service officers with heavy weapons, more
bag checks and K-9 patrols, WCBS 880’s Rich Lamb reported.
New York State Police Superintendent Joseph D’Amico said his agency will be committing
dozens of uniformed troopers to patrol train platforms and trains.
“This collaboration is not the result of any one threat. We’re operationg as a result of an
uptick in terrorist activitiy all around the world,” D’Amico said.
Up to 500 National Guard members will also be mobilized, 1010 WINS’ Juliet Papa reported.
“All of the mass transit agencies and the Port Authority (are) stepping up the visible presence
of law enforcement,” Christie said. “We’re hoping that’s going to have two effects: the first
and most important is deterrent and the second is a calming effect on the folks who are
obviously seeing the news that’s being reported every day.”
The governors said the security uptick will remain as intelligence is analyzed.
“It depends on what happens, depends on what the future holds,” Cuomo said.
The bi-state agreement comes nine days after Christie and Cuomo met with Mayor Bill de
Blasio and U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson to discuss security plans.
http://newyork.cbslocal.com/2014/09/24/cuomo-christie-sign-agreement-increasing-securityin-new-york-new-jersey/

Bi-State Security Plan Will Focus on Transit Hubs, Governors Say
Time Warner Cable News: September 24, 2014

Governor Andrew Cuomo outlined new regional security measures in a joint press conference
with New Jersey Governor Chris Christie on Wednesday, the second time in two weeks that
the governors crossed party lines to jointly discuss the fight against terrorism. NY1's Zack
Fink filed the following report.
In his role as head of the Republican Governors Association, Chris Christie has been
campaigning for candidates across the country. On Wednesday, though, he stood alongside
Democrat Andrew Cuomo, who is up for re-election this year. The governors signed a
memorandum of understanding to increase regional security.

"What commuters initially will begin to see as a result of the agreement that we signed today
is all of the mass transit agencies and the Port Authority stepping up the presence, the visible
presence, of law enforcement," Christie said.
Specifically, New York State will deploy the National Guard for a greater presence on the
railways.
"The New York National Guard's joint task force, 'Empire Shield,' will double in strength,
deploying up to 500 soldiers to work closely with our state law enforcement partners," said
New York State Police Superintendent Joseph D'Amico.
The increase in security is meant as a deterrent, now that the threat level has shifted overseas.
The group known as the Islamic State is threatening to reshape the Middle East, and Cuomo
said that is a potentially bigger threat than al-Qaida.
"It is larger. It's more sophisticated. It has more resources. It's more complex than it was. And
we are still one of the top targets," Cuomo said.
While Christie hasn't made time to do a campaign event for Republican candidate for
governor Rob Astorino, he has managed to appear twice with Cuomo in the last two weeks.
"No, he hasn't done a thing for us," Astorino said. "He's too busy, I know, in Connecticut.
He's too busy coming into New York raising money for candidates in Iowa. But no, he hasn't
done a thing for us yet."
Astorino's spokeswoman, Jessica Proud, echoed the concern, saying, "It's beyond us why
Governor Christie would want to spend so much time with Andrew Cuomo...someone should
remind him he is chairman of the RGA not the DGA."
Cuomo and Christie are expected to touch base again in 10 days to evaluate the new security
procedures that have been put in place. The additional protections will remain in effect for at
least the next 100 days, but that can be extended indefinitely. The governors declined to give
a price tag for the extra security demands, but Cuomo said previously that they will need to be
accounted for in next year's state budget.
http://www.ny1.com/content/news/216055/bi-state-security-plan-will-focus-on-transit-hubs-governors-say/

Heightened Security Throughout NYC for Rosh Hashanah
The Jewish Voice NY: September 24, 2014

Surveillance has been increased by New York City police around Wall Street, Times Square,
subways and rail stations before the start of Rosh Hashanah, as terrorists from the Islamic
State made threats of attacks.
The deployment of police augmented by National Guard troops in camouflage at the Port
Authority Bus Terminal are just a part of the most noticeable signs of the heightened security.
Governor Cuomo said the increased security will be visible, with hundreds of additional
personnel assigned, and it will cost the state tens of millions of dollars in the short term.
A Long Island Republican and co-leader of the state Senate said, "The issue of money is
really irrelevant." He said there's no question there are groups that want to hurt and kill people
in New York.
Manhattan Democrat, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver said, "New Yorkers know this great
international city is a top target for terrorists. The 9/11 attacks taught up painful lessons of the
need for vigilance."
Deputy Police Commissioner Stephen Davis said that while there was no evidence of a
specific threat, the NYPD had a duty to respond to concerns growing from warnings by the
Islamic State, on social media.
“We have to address not only the actual threats but the perceived threats, and the inordinate
amount of attention to the perceived threat of terrorism has required us to do our part to offset
public concerns,” Davis said in an interview on September 20.
In a security briefing on September 19 Police Commissioner William Bratton told Jewish
leaders, that on September 25 and 26 for Rosh Hashanah, officers and tactical squads will be
deployed at synagogues. The state of heightened alert will remain in place during the annual
meeting of the United Nations General Assembly through the end of the month. These types
of similar measures have been in effect since the terror attacks of September 11.
After the meeting, Bratton told reporters, “One of the reasons why those 56 million tourists
keep coming here despite all the chatter is that the city is safe and we are confident that we
can continue to keep it safe.” He said there was “no direct actionable intelligence” indicating
an attack was likely in Times Square or anywhere in the city.
At the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which has its own police force to guard
its midtown bus terminal, PATH trans-Hudson rail lines, bridges and tunnels, spokesman
Joseph Pentangelo said the agency “remains vigilant,” without discussing details.
1,000 of the NYPD’s 35,000 uniformed officers are dedicated to counter-terrorism, and each
has received yearly training in detection, deterrence and response to a catastrophic terrorist
attack ever since nearly 3,000 perished in the 9-11 assault on the World Trade Center.
“Though we know of no credible information that ISIL is planning to attack the homeland at
present; we know that ISIL is prepared to kill innocent Americans they encounter because

they are Americans — in a public and depraved manner,” U.S. Homeland Security Secretary
Jeh Johnson told the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security.
On September 15, Johnson met with New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie and Mayor Bill de Blasio for a rare joint gathering, which was
followed by a news conference where the officials promised to pool resources and share
information in order to protect the region against a terrorist attack.
At the meeting, which occurred less than a week after President Barack Obama said the U.S.
would begin air strikes against the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, Cuomo said, “the risk of a
threat to us has increased.”
De Blasio described the city as a prime target of Islamic terrorists, who attacked the World
Trade Center twice, in 1993 and 2001, and have attempted at least a dozen thwarted acts of
terrorism since 2002, according to authorities.
On the 13th anniversary of September 11th de Blasio said he marked the day to think “about
the people we’ve lost, but also to think about our obligation to keep their families safe going
forward.”
http://jewishvoiceny.com/index.php?view=article&catid=112%3Anewyork&id=8681%3Aheightened-security-throughout-nyc-for-roshhashanah&tmpl=component&print=1&layout=default&page=&option=com_content&Itemid
=295

New York National Guard leads US delegation to South African air show
DVIDS: September 24, 2014

WATERKLOOF AIR FORCE BASE, PRETORIA, South Africa - More than 100 American
military personal, including 15 members of the New York Army and Air National Guard, the
Army’s Golden Knights Parachute Team, and the U.S. Air Forces Europe jazz band, “Wings
of Dixie," represented the U.S. at the African continent’s largest air show here Sept. 17-21.
The African Aerospace & Defence Exposition, which is held every other year, featured nearly
60 civilian and military aircraft, vehicle, and safety equipment demonstrations; and flying and
static displays from some of the biggest names in the aviation and the defense industry. The
event combines a trade show with an air show open to the public.
The American contribution to the exposition included a C-17 Globemaster III flown by the
New York Air National Guard’s 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart Air National Guard Base in
Newburgh, New York, and a New York Army National Guard RQ-7B Shadow unmanned
aerial vehicle operated by the 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion in Rochester, New York.

The New York C-17 was the largest plane on display at the show. A C-130J Super Hercules
operated by the 86th Airlift Wing from Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany, rounded out the
American contribution to the static displays.
The New York National Guard has a bi-lateral partnership arrangement with the South
African National Defense Force as part of the National Guard State Partnership Program. This
was the fourth time the New York National Guard participated in the exhibition.
For the New York National Guard, the trip to the air show is another opportunity to develop
an ongoing relationship, said Brig. Gen. Anthony German, the chief of staff for the New York
Air National Guard.
“What is important to keep in mind is that nearly 11 years later, the partnership between
South Africa and New York National Guard is continuing to grow stronger,” said German,
the ranking officer in the U.S. military contingent.
The crowds, the excitement and genuine interest of the South African people and others here
at the events this week to visit our static displays and engage with the pilots, crew or
operators are emblematic of the fact that our attendance here is greater than an air show,” he
added.
But while the air show is the reason that military and business representatives from across
Africa and around the world gather here, the event is about much more than that.
“Our participation in this air show is a big part of an even bigger picture which is to
strengthen our relationship with South Africa and also our regional partners,” explained John
McNamara, the acting deputy chief of missions of the U.S. Embassy in South Africa.
“For me personally, representing the chief of staff of the Air Force, it’s a tremendous
opportunity for me to interact with the senior officials of not only South Africa, but also the
leaders of many of the countries that participate in this,” said Lt. Gen. Darryl L. Roberson,
commander of the 3rd Air Force and 17th Expeditionary Air Force headquartered at
Ramstein, Germany.
During the trade and air shows, over 145,000 people visited the C-17, while about 60,000 saw
the Shadow. New York Army and Air National Guard members posed for 1,500 pictures with
visitors.
“The C-17 is absolutely fantastic,” said South African Air Force Capt. Leon Olinsky, a C-130
pilot with the 28th Squadron. “It gives us a broader perspective of what else is out there and,
at the end of the day, it's events like these that help us build better relationships.”
The chance to talk to ordinary South Africans, as well as military people, made the trip really
special for the Airmen and Soldiers who took part.

“Meeting the people makes all of the travel and the prep time worth it,” said New York Air
National Guard Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Burke.
“They stand in line for up to an hour, in some cases, for five minutes of conversation. It
means a lot and hopefully they go away fulfilled,” he added.
“I have had more than a few young people tell me how this is an unforgettable moment and
how much it means to them that we attended this year’s air show and exposition, which marks
the 20th year celebration of South Africa as a democracy,” said Maj. Wayne Brown, a 105th
Airlift Wing pilot.
“It’s been an awesome experience,” said Sgt. Matthew Larue, a Shadow operator and member
of the 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion. “Being able to come here and see equipment
from other countries has been really cool.”
The Golden Knights, whose members are the top parachutists in the Army, performed five
times during the show.
Maj. Constant Benadé, a member of South Africa’s Golden Eagles parachute team, jumped
with the Americans and said he was impressed.
“I’ve been jumping for more than 20 years, and so far my favorite jump has been with the
U.S. Golden Knights,” the Pretoria, South Africa, resident said.
Along with meeting South Africans at the air show, Americans had a chance to get out into
the local communities.
Some of the New York National Guard Soldiers and Airmen visited the Music Academy of
Gauten in nearby Benoni with the Wings of Dixie band. The academy was started by South
African trumpeter Johnny Mekoa, who specializes in the South African music known as Jozi.
The Guardsmen took the time to interact one-on-one, and collectively, to describe the state
partnership program with South Africa and to answer questions related to the military, New
York State and the United States as a whole.
“The people of South Africa have a deep appreciation for the American people, we learn so
much from them and always are excited when such events as this week’s air show and
exposition allow such interactions or forums,” said Leonard Mbyucayani, a resident of
Pretoria.
The Wings of Dixie band also performed in other engagements around local communities as
part of the Youth Development Program, which brought thousands of students to Waterkloof
Air Force Base to learn about various job opportunities available to them.

“It was really cool to work with the students and talk to them about what we do and to answer
their questions,” said Senior Airman Jaime Molina, who is a security forces airman in
Ramstein, Germany.
“We know in our very own country how important math and the sciences are and it is great
for the South African Defence Force to allow us the opportunity to interact with their youth,
especially from the Umqhele Secondary School district,” said Tech. Sgt. Andre Daparma, a
member of the 105th Airlift Wing.
Participating in events like the air show help the United States military work better with other
nation’s armed forces. This creates opportunities for more joint training and exercises,
cooperation in humanitarian assistance and disaster relief and peacekeeping, said Laura
Alami, a Department of Defense Security Cooperation Agency strategic analyst.
“Sometimes we just don’t know what we can bring to each other until we’re here,” Lt. Gen.
Roberson explained. “Every country has its own requirements, capabilities and needs. When
you get together, you may find out that a country has a need for something that you have and
can supply. You can’t do better than meeting face to face.”
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/143143/new-york-national-guard-leads-usdelegation-south-african-air-show#ixzz3EKFveyv9

New York Air National Guard
20 community leaders honored at annual Post-Star event
Post Star: September 24, 2014

Approximately 250 people turned out Wednesday to honor the area’s men and women
selected for The Post-Star’s eighth annual 20 Under 40 awards at Great Escape Lodge.
This year’s winners ranged in age from 26 to 39. There were attorneys, teachers and
administrators as well as a nurse’s aide, chef, EMS chief, farmer, fashion designer and State
Police investigator in one of the largest-ever gatherings for the event.
Union electrician Justin Hull, 33, said getting a 20 Under 40 award was nothing he ever
expected.
“I know it’s something you guys do and it’s a really big honor for me to be selected for it,” he
said.
Post-Star Publisher Terry Coomes said the judges, including Mindy Wilson of SUNY
Adirondack and Brian Corcoran and Ken Tingley of The Post-Star, reviewed more than 70
applications this year before making their final decision.

“Collectively, (the winners) demonstrate a tremendous depth and breadth of professional
skills and personal leadership attributes,” Coomes said. “There are differences in
backgrounds, education, interests and professional focus among them, but there are many
traits that unite: high standards, personal vision, ambition, a commitment to the community,
and the ability to inspire others.”
Faculty and friends came out in force to help celebrate the achievements of Queensbury
school teachers Amanda Breheny, Robert Dean and Lisa Higley, including high school
Principal Damian Switzer.
“I’m really excited and very proud of these employees and how they contribute to the
community,” Switzer said.
Vicki Della Bella, who purchased a table at the event for Dean, described him as a “huge
mentor” to his students.
“He jumps in with both feet into so many activities, takes them on and does an incredible job.
He’s an incredible father, friend and overall benefit to our area,” Della Bella said.
Gail Crandall, honoree Windy Clark’s mother, was so proud of her daughter that she was
close to tears. Clark is a direct support professional for WWARC who helps cook and clean in
one of the residential houses for socially and developmentally disabled adults.
“She is the most deserving person I know. She is very active in our church and community.
She is caring to all people, whether they have special needs or not. I don’t have enough nice
words to say about my daughter,” Crandall said. “She is setting an example for the world.”
Jason Miller’s three sons, Kyle, Scott and Keith, took a little “awesome” time away from
classes at Queensbury school to see their father recognized. Kyle, 12, credited his grandfather,
Frank, with first proposing a nomination but said he and his brothers were excited to do it.
“I think it’s well deserved,” said Miller’s wife, Jessica. “He does a lot in the community, he
does a lot for the state and for the military and for the community. The boys, as young as they
are, know what his responsibilities and commitments are.”
Miller not only is a State Police investigator but also a member of the New York Air National
Guard and recently returned from a 120-day assignment in Qatar. He also helped deliver a
baby at a local Price Chopper store last week.
http://poststar.com/news/local/community-leaders-honored-at-annual-post-starevent/article_fb6edd5e-442f-11e4-8110-0bbbb4499f4f.html
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CAE announces simulation training and services contracts from the U.S. and
Canada.
UPI Business News: September 24, 2014

Simulation training systems and services are to be provided to the U.S. and Canadian
militaries by CAE under a series of contracts, the company announced.
The awards carry a combined total of about $104 million.
"CAE is a skilled and capable training systems integrator that offers defense and security
forces around the world a comprehensive portfolio of training centers, training services and
simulation products," said Gene Colabatistto, CAE's group president of Defense and Security.
"We are continuing to execute on a solid foundation of existing programs, and remain
encouraged by the pipeline of global opportunities we have in front of us."
The first award is from the U.S. Air Force and is the exercise of a second option for provision
of training services -- including coursework development -- for crew of MQ-1 Predator and
MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted aircraft.
The training and services will continue to be provided by the company at Holloman Air Force
Base in New Mexico; Creech AFB, Nevada; March Air Reserve Base, California; and
Hancock Air National Guard Base in New York.
CAE said more than 1,500 pilots and sensor operators receive classroom, simulator and live
flying instruction at the bases every year.
The U.S. Army is to receive a second UH-72A Lakota Synthetic Flight Training System
through a contract CAE said it received from Airbus Defense and Space Inc.
The helicopter training system has a 200-degree by 70-degree field-of-view display system,
which is driven by the CAE Medallion-6000 image generator for a high-fidelity synthetic
training environment.
They will also feature CAE's Common Database for leveraging U.S. government databases to
support training requirements.
The two trainers will be fielded at Fort Rucker in Alabama, the company said.
The third order received was from the Canadian government and is for a visual system to the
Royal Canadian Air Force's CP-140 full-flight simulator.
CAE said the update will include the latest generation CAE Medallion-6000 image generator
and a new display system.

"The visual system update for the CP-140 simulator will provide the Royal Canadian Air
Force with enhanced capabilities and flexibility in addressing their CP-140 training
requirements," said Mike Greenley, vice president and general manager, CAE Canada. "The
RCAF is increasingly leveraging synthetic training to accomplish a greater portion of their
overall training, and the new visual system combined with the common database capability
will help offload training from operational aircraft and reduce training costs."
Read more: http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2014/09/24/Simulationcompany-CAE-wins-contracts-for-military-training/7171411589459/#ixzz3EKMEEdC7

Governors to visit troops in Afghanistan
The Commercial Appeal: September 23, 2014

Gov. Bill Haslam joining governors of Missouri, New York and Nevada on weekend trip to
Afghanistan. ... on a trip to Afghanistan to visit their states' troops this weekend. ... Jay Nixon,
New York Mayor Andrew Cuomo and Nevada Gov.
Full story available to subscribers only.
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/state/haslam-to-visit-troops-inafghanistan_37149462

WWII MIA search group returning to New York museum
The Daily Star: September 25, 2014

Members of a Japanese group that has found the remains of missing U.S. servicemen on a
World War II battleground in the Pacific are returning to the New York State Military
Museum this week.
The two leaders of Kuentai-(KOO'-en-tye)-USA were at the museum in Saratoga Springs this
summer to conduct research into the Army's 27th Infantry Division, a New York National
Guard unit that fought on the island of Saipan 70 years ago. Remains the group found on
Saipan in recent years have been identified as those of four U.S. soldiers who were in the
division's 105th Regiment, including a Brooklyn man.
Kuentai conducted another excavation on Saipan earlier this month. The group says its
research at the military museum was very useful, and it wants to thank the museum staff
during this weekend's visit.
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/state/article_7bf7ff54-f348-5c6f-81e7-7e6d3c7eb3e0.html

School bans National Guard T-shirts over gun image
Fox News: September 24, 2014

A National Guard recruiter was instructed to stop handing out promotional t-shirts at a New
York high school after teachers complained at the shirts featured a soldier holding a weapon.
“A pointed gun is just not appropriate for a high school,” said Alan McCartney, the interim
superintendent of the Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk School District.
Last Friday, a recruiter for the New York Army National Guard was on campus handing out
swag – including a shirt with the logo of a silhouetted soldier aiming a rifle. The silhouette
was framed by an American flag and the words “National Guard.”
“A couple of teachers realized it showed a silhouette of a rifleman on it,” McCartney told me
in a telephone interview. “I realize some students look at the t-shirt and all they see is the
National Guard. And that is a good thing. Others look at the shirt and all they see is the rifle.”
The recruiter had already given away as many as 20 shirts when the principal showed up and
asked him to stop. The recruiter complied with the principal’s request and left the campus.
McCartney told me the shirts violated the school’s dress code.
“Our code of conduct says no t-shirts depicting violence or weapons,” he said.
National Guard spokesman Richard Goldenberg told me this appears to be the first time a
school has taken issue with their shirts. Nevertheless, he said the Guard was willing to be
accommodating.
“We were happy to oblige the superintendent and remove them from any further distribution,”
Goldenberg said. “We are always respectful of all different school policies.”
And for what it’s worth, he said the National Guard did not take offense at the t-shirt ban.
CBS 6 in Albany reports that students refused to take off the shirts – calling it disrespectful.
The superintendent told me any student who shows up wearing the shirt again will be told to
either turn it inside out or to change clothes.
“Where do you draw the line?” the superintendent asked. “Is it okay to wear this weapon
because it’s a National Guardsman wielding it? (But it’s not okay) if you’ve got a t-shirt on
from a video game that shows somebody aiming at gun at somebody’s head?”
We try to be consistent, he said.

“We are here to educate students to be neutral,” McCartney said. “To create an environment
where there isn’t a lot of controversy within the environment.”
I’d say the school got a failing grade on that task.
Outraged moms and dads and students lashed out on social networking and called the school
district’s patriotism into question.
“As a mother, when I first saw the shirt, I saw the American flag, the silhouette of the
soldier,” parent Jennifer Delisle told CBS 6. “I didn’t even notice the gun and the children
I’ve talked to said it had nothing to do with the gun being on it. It had to do with the honor
and respect to the National Guard.”
The superintendent said the National Guard is more than welcome to return to campus –
provided they come with school-compliant clothing.
“This has nothing to do with patriotism,” he said. “This has more to do with the world we live
in. We live under the shadow of a lot of bad things that have happened.”
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2014/09/24/school-bans-national-guard-t-shirts-over-gunimage/

Offended High School Officials Ban National Guard Shirts Over RIFLE IMAGE
The Daily Caller: September 24, 2014

In the latest incident of anti-gun hysteria to erupt in a school setting, administrators at a high
school in small-town Upstate New York ordered an Army National Guard recruiter to stop
handing out National Guard-emblazoned T-shirts because the shirts include the silhouette of
an American soldier holding a rifle.
The incident happened on Friday at Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk High School, a taxpayerfunded public school about 20 miles south of Albany, the Times Union reports.
The light olive green shirts feature the words “National Guard,” a large American flag draped
vertically downward and a silhouetted soldier wearing a helmet and carrying a rifle —
something soldiers often do when called upon to defend the country.
School district superintendent Alan McCartney defended the decision to outlaw the shirts.
“This has nothing to do with patriotism, nothing to do with anybody disliking the military,”
McCartney told local CBS affiliate WRGB. “It has nothing to do with the recruiter himself. It
just has to do with the fact that there was a weapon on the shirt and that just doesn’t have a
place in a high school.”

Read more: http://www.woai.com/articles/national-news-104668/offended-high-schoolofficials-ban-national-12796319#ixzz3EFcYvuGf

Disagreement Over a T-Shirt Causes a Ruckus in Ravena
Time Warner Cable News: September 25

The school district there told several students not to wear T-shirts emblazoned with the
National Guard logo and the American flag because the shirt depicts a soldier, holding a rifle.
You can see it there.
The Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk school district says the shirt violates school dress code, which
states that student clothing "must not promote or endorse illegal or violent activities."
The National Guard, whose recruiter handed out the t-shirts, say it understand the district's
position.
Other soldiers are not so forgiving.
"I think this is just a big, big fat foot-in-the-mouth moment, and these folks are stepping all
over it. And if our students want to show pride in our military, then they should be allowed to
do so," said Tom Griswold, Army National Guard.
"The rule stands for what it is: the visual imagery of a weapon is not appropriate for school
grounds. We're happy to comply with that rule and regulation because, again, as soldiers we
understand that rule exists for a purpose," said Col. Richard Goldenberg, New York National
Guard.
A statement from the district says in part:
"We are not being unpatriotic. This has nothing to do with disrespect for the military. It has to
do with world we live in."
http://albany.twcnews.com/content/news/771965/disagreement-over-a-t-shirt-causes-aruckus-in-ravena/

New York high school bars National Guard recruiter from distributing National
Guard T-shirts (and bars students from wearing them)
Washington Post Blog, September 25, 2014

T-shirts handed out by a National Guard recruiter at a local high school have caused heated
debate among parents, students and the school district. The Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk
superintendent says the shirts are not appropriate for students to be wearing in school.

The T-shirts in question say “National Guard” across the top and then show the silhouette of a
solider holding a gun in front of the American Flag. The school district says it has a very strict
policy forbidding students from wearing any clothing that has a weapon on it….
Superintendent of RCS Schools, Alan McCartney says rules are rules and if an exception is
made for one shirt with a gun on it, where do you draw the line? “One of the problems you
have in school during this period in our history is that the weapon becomes the focal point for
some people,” McCartney says…. “[T]his has nothing to do with patriotism, nothing to do
with anybody disliking the military, it has nothing to do with the recruiter himself, it just has
to do with the fact that there was a weapon on the shirt and that just doesn’t have a place in a
high school,” he says….
A number of students refused to take the shirts off on Friday, saying that they felt the policy
was disrespectful to the recruiter who is an active member of the National Guard.
Todd Starnes (Fox News) adds:
“A pointed gun is just not appropriate for a high school,” said Alan McCartney, the interim
superintendent of the Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk School District….
“A couple of teachers realized [the T-shirt] showed a silhouette of a rifleman on it,”
McCartney told me in a telephone interview. “I realize some students look at the t-shirt and
all they see is the National Guard. And that is a good thing. Others look at the shirt and all
they see is the rifle.” …
McCartney told me the shirts violated the school’s dress code.
“Our code of conduct says no t-shirts depicting violence or weapons,” he said….
“Where do you draw the line?” the superintendent asked. “Is it okay to wear this weapon
because it’s a National Guardsman wielding it? (But it’s not okay) if you’ve got a t-shirt on
from a video game that shows somebody aiming at gun at somebody’s head?”
We try to be consistent, he said.
“We are here to educate students to be neutral,” McCartney said. “To create an environment
where there isn’t a lot of controversy within the environment.”
Well, you could draw a line where the Supreme Court drew the line, vague as it is: where
speech creates a substantial disruption to school activities (and not just “controversy within
the environment”), where it contains vulgarities or sexual innuendo, or where it is not
political but is plausibly interpreted as advocating seriously harmful illegal conduct (such as
drug use, or perhaps gun crime). And you could figure out where not to draw the line by
looking at cases such as Newsom ex rel. Newsom v. Albemarle County School Bd. (4th Cir.
2003), which held that a school ban on “messages on clothing, jewelry, and personal
belongings that relate to … weapons” was likely unconstitutionally overbroad.

And you could recognize that pictures of weapons — which are an important part of history,
of lawful American life, and naturally of our national defense — are not out of place on the
New York state flag, the Great Seal of the United States, National Guard T-shirts, or in high
schools more broadly.
Thanks to Robert Dittmer for the pointer.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/volokh-conspiracy/wp/2014/09/25/new-york-highschool-bars-national-guard-recruiter-from-distributing-national-guard-t-shirts-and-studentsfrom-wearing-them/

Missing Afghan military officers caught trying to cross the border into Canada
Washington Post: September 22, 2014

Three missing Afghanistan National Army officers, who disappeared while participating in a
training program in Massachusetts, were detained while attempting to cross the border into
Canada and have been transferred to U.S. custody by the Canada Border Services Agency, a
spokeswoman for U.S. Customs and Border Protection said on Monday.
The men were detained while attempting to enter Canada at Rainbow Bridge, which connects
the cities of Niagara Falls in New York and Ontario, said David Procopio, a Massachusetts
State Police spokesman.
Procopio said officials with the Massachusetts State Police, which assisted in the search for
the three officers, were notified on Monday that the men had been located and would be
questioned by U.S. authorities.
The men – Maj. Jan Mohammad Arash, Capt. Mohammad Nasir Askarzada and Capt.
Noorullah Aminyar — were in the United States to conduct joint military exercises at a base
in Cape Cod. They went missing on Saturday during a trip to the Cape Cod Mall in Hyannis.
Their disappearance marked the second time this month that a group of Afghan trainees had
gone missing while participating in programs in the United States.
In the latest incident, the three members of the Afghanistan National Army were reported
missing after taking a trip to a shopping mall in Hyannis, according to CNN.
The three men were part of a group of 15 soldiers and officers from Afghanistan participating
in annual joint exercises on Otis Air National Guard Base. Along with nearly 200 others from
six countries, they were participating in military training exercises with the National Guard,
Massachusetts National Guard spokesman James Sahady told the Boston Globe.
The program has been held every year since 2004.

The three men who went missing are senior military officers who had been cleared by the
State Department to participate in the exercises, Sahady said.
“There is no indication that they pose any threat to the public,” Sahady said, according to the
Boston Herald.
This second incident came just days after two Afghan police officers training with the Drug
Enforcement Administration in Quantico, Va., disappeared while on a tourism day trip to
Washington on Sept. 13. The two men, Mohammad Yasin Ataye, 22, and Mohd Naweed
Samimi, 24, were found on Sept. 18 in Buffalo, N.Y., where authorities believe they were
trying to reunite with family.
DEA spokesman Rusty Payne noted that the men were chosen to participate in the training
program because they were among “the best and brightest” in their country, according to
CBS, which added:
According to the DEA, each candidate is extensively vetted and polygraphed. Ataye and
Samimi entered the U.S. in mid-August with special visas and were participating in the
DEA’s Sensitive Investigative Unit Program (SIU) which offers law enforcement agents from
13 countries training in surveillance, undercover operations and intelligence gathering among
other things. Classes are taken on field trips on weekends.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2014/09/22/three-afghan-militaryofficers-training-in-cape-cod-are-missing/

Fort Drum Names Buildings in Honor of ANG WWII Medal of Honor Winners
Binghamton Time Warner Cable: September 22, 2014

Every summer, more than a thousand soldiers with the Army National Guard's 27th Brigade
in Syracuse head up to Fort Drum for training. To honor that unit and the relationship, Fort
Drum named two of its buildings for the unit's World War II Medal of Honor winners. As
reporter Brian Dwyer explains, those soldiers both made the ultimate sacrifice in the same
battle.
FORT DRUM, N.Y. -- The Battle of Saipan was for lack of a better word, intense. Three
weeks of fighting that killed more than 3,400 Americans and nearly 30,000 Japanese soldiers.
The night of July 7, 1944 was a big reason the US won, 15 hours of fighting after 3,000
Japanese stormed south in a last effort. It was deadly, but The U.S. fought them off. A
Japanese admiral would later say Saipan was where the war really ended.
Two members of the National Guard's 27th Infantry Division that died fighting off that attack
were honored on Fort Drum Monday.

Lieutenant William O'Brien leading a battalion, crossed 1,200 yards of sniper-infested brush
to help a platoon that was surrounded, leading a small group that drove off the enemy's
stronghold.
O'Brien refused to leave the front lines on July 7, even when it became clear he wouldn't
survive.
A year after his death, he was awarded the Medal of Honor. Fort Drum now has the O'Brien
Readiness Training Center.
It's an honor also bestowed upon Sergeant Thomas Baker, whose heroic actions on that July
day led to him receiving a Medal of Honor.
Baker was seriously wounded in the early morning. He refused help and kept fighting. After
he ran out of ammo, someone got him and that soldier was wounded helping. Baker told him
to go and refused anymore help, asking to be propped up against a tree with a gun. That gun
held eight bullets.
Later when Baker's body was found, it was still at the tree, surrounded by eight enemy
soldiers.
Fort Drum is also now home to the Baker Weapons Training Facility.
"What we all refer to in America as the 'greatest generation', well that legacy is being passed
on to what we call the 'Latest Generation'. The young men and women who join and serve in
our New York Army National Guard, the Army and the Army reserve across New York, all
will come here to Fort Drum for their training, they'll get to see and live up to those ideals,"
Lt. Col. Richard Goldenberg said.
"The fact is, Army can't fight without the Guard and Reserves. It's really one unit It's that one
team, one fight concept that's really important," Fort Drum Garrison Commander Col. Gary
Rosenberg added.
That's something O'Brien and Baker never forgot, even at a time no one would have blamed
them if they did.
A third soldier died in that fight July 7 and was awarded the Medal of Honor.
Captain Ben Saloman, from Wisconsin, was an Army dentist who helped get the wounded out
of his hospital during the attack. He stayed behind, killing 98 Japanese soldiers before one got
him.
http://binghamton.twcnews.com/content/news/771336/fort-drum-names-buildings-in-honorof-ang-wwii-medal-of-honor-winners/

Veterans
Waverly rededicates War Memorial Stadium
The Daily Review: September 21, 2014

Sixty-five years ago, almost to the day, Waverly's War Memorial Stadium was officially
dedicated to the area veterans of the era's great wars, the Civil War, WWI and WWII.
The brave members of the United States Armed Forces who have served their country,
especially those who have given the ultimate sacrifice and lost their lives, are those to whom
the village of Waverly rededicates the improved War Memorial Stadium.
It was Sept. 23, 1949 when the original ceremony was held and just June of 1950 when
President Harry Truman sent American troops to protect South Korea from attacks by the
North, beginning the Korean War.
Following action in Korea, the United States has been involved in conflicts in Vietnam, the
Persian Gulf (Beirut/Desert Storm), Afghanistan and Iraq.
Military personnel were on hand at the ceremony Saturday night, to represent those brave
souls who faced combat in each war.
The 137th N.Y. Volunteers of Broome and Tioga stood to represent those soldiers from the
Civil War, Sayre V.F.W. Post 1536 represented WWI, Nichols American Legion Post 1624
represented WWII, Waverly American Legion Post 492 stood in for Korea, V.V.A. Post 480
of Owego for those serving in Vietnam, Owego American Legion Post 401 represented
Beirut/Desert Storm veterans and Waverly V.F.W. Post 8104 stood up for those who served
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
All in attendance honored veterans and their family members for their service. Father Thomas
Valenti of St. James Parish, Waverly, gave the blessing of the stadium and again thanked the
veterans for their service.
Congressman Tom Reed was in attendance for the ceremony, along with representatives from
the Waverly Board of Education, New York State National Guard, Representative Ray Case
from Tioga County, Waverly Mayor Dan Leary, Waverly Superintendent Dr. Randy Richards
and former board of education members.
The Congressman presented the village with a flag from Washington D.C., which was raised
over the stadium by the N.Y. National Guard. The Waverly Booster Club then presented a
check totaling $2,500 from donations at the home opening game to the Waverly V.F.W. and
Wounded Warriors Project.
The football game began at 7 p.m., following the rededication, with Waverly High School
battling Thomas Edison High's varsity football team.

http://thedailyreview.com/news/waverly-rededicates-war-memorial-stadium-1.1757216

2 Fort Drum buildings named in honor of WW II vets
Newsday: September 21, 2014

Two training facilities at Fort Drum in northern New York are being named in honor of two
World War II veterans.
Army officials are renaming one in honor of Lt. Colonel William J. O'Brien and the other for
Sgt. Thomas A. Baker Jr.
Both men were from Troy, New York, and both received the Medal of Honor. They served in
the New York Army National Guard's 27th Infantry Division during World War II and were
killed in action during battle on Saipan in the Marianas Islands in July 1944.
In honor of Lt. Col. O'Brien, the Operation Readiness Training Center will be renamed the
O'Brien Readiness Training Center, while the Weapons Training Facility will be renamed the
Baker Weapons Training Facility.
The ceremonies are Monday.
http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/2-fort-drum-buildings-named-in-honor-of-ww-iivets-1.9369975

