105th Airlift Wing
New York National Guard Junior Airmen volunteer time to help Habitat for
Humanity
DVIDS: April 22, 2015

Junior Airmen from the New York Air National Guard's 105th Airlift Wing used their off-duty
time to help Habitat for Humanity house three needy Newburgh families on Saturday, April
18.
Twelve Members of the Logistics Readiness Squadron's First Six Council volunteered their
time to help build three houses.
The First Six Council is an organization consisting of unit members from Airman Basic to
Technical Sergeant that are actively engaged in preparing themselves to become senior
noncommissioned officers.
"One of our focuses is the advancement of the community and becoming more involved in
how that happens", said Tech. Sgt Michael Winfield,a fuels technician with the 105th
Logistics Readiness Squadron and president of the LRS First Six Council.
"It shows our people that leadership is not only doing their duties on the base. That folks can
take those concepts and branch out; to take some ownership of their community and it shows,”
Winfield said.
“ It gives you a sense of pride when you help build up a community and you see a location like
the one were working and know that you played a part in putting that together,’ he added.
"This is where we work, but for a lot of us this is also our community", said Tech. Sgt Daniel
Dichiara, command post craftsman for the 105th Airlift Wing and president of the Wing First
Six Council. "Anything we can do as Airmen and Guardsmen to help our community will
make this a better place for everybody."
Airman 1st Class Stephanie Lloyd, a distribution section trainee in the 105th Logistical
Readiness Squadron, came up with the idea to help Habitat for Humanity, Winfield said.
She’ll remain in contact with the group and reach out to 105th Airmen when more help is
needed, he explained.
Habitat for Humanity, which is building 76 houses in Newburgh, is a nonprofit organization
whose goal is to put families in decent, affordable housing.
The Airmen spent five hours at the site, insulating the foundations of three houses, removing
trash and debris from the worksite, and waterproofing part of one foundation.

With much more construction needed to finish the job, the team was invited to assist in raising
the walls in May.
"It's awesome to have you guys", Steven Swyryt, volunteer and outreach coordinator for
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Newburgh, told the Airmen.
"We're so happy to have you coming here and giving back to the community even more than
you already do. It's fantastic to see you guys sacrificing time and everything else to help us out
and to help your community out. Everyone loves seeing people from the military come out and
work side by side with us and doing something really great,” he said
"One of the homes specifically is Veteran's Build," Swyryt said. "So at least one is going to a
veteran of the armed forces."
Veterans Build is a Habitat for Humanity's national initiative to provide housing solutions and
volunteer and employment opportunities to U.S. veterans, military service members and their
families.
Also lending a helping hand was Jim Weber, Boeing Company Site manager for the C-17s at
Stewart Air National Guard Base, and members of his team.
"We were invited by the 105th LRS First Six Council, and we decided that it would be a great
thing to do on a Saturday," Weber said. "We have an excellent partnership between the
company and the 105th. We look forward to these kinds of opportunities to strengthen the
bonds we have with each other and support the local community we both share."
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/160805/new-york-national-guard-junior-airmen-volunteertime-help-habitat-humanity

107th Airlift Wing
Father and son involved in Wheatfield shooting members of 107th Airlift Wing
WIVB4: April 18, 2015

Residents on Errick Rd. in the Town of Wheatfield are still in disbelief at the scene that
unfolded Friday in an otherwise quiet neighborhood.
Friday afternoon, the Niagara County Sheriff’s office received a call from Duane and Cynthia
Bores, saying they’d been shot by their son, Duane Jr.
Both Duane A. Bores Jr. and Duane Bores Sr. were members of the 107th Airlift Wing.
Capt. Elaine Nowak, Chief of Public Affairs, 107th Airlift Wing told News 4, “Duane A.
Bores Jr. was a member of the 107th Airlift wing. He enlisted in May, 2009 and was at the end
of his enlistment period of six years. He was trained as an Aircraft Maintenance Analysis

Journeyman and his rank was Senior Airman. “ Prior to retiring, Capt. Nowak said, Duane
Bores Sr. “…was also a part of the maintenance squadron.”
When a deputy arrived, there was a shootout between him and Duane Bores Jr. “I’ve never
seen anything like it, it was kind of like an episode of cops,” said neighbor Harrison Stump.
The Bores’ used to attend neighborhood parties with Stump’s family. “
What’s going on that makes this, this kind of family thing go this way – neighbor
The deputy was shot, but saved by a bullet proof vest. According to the Niagara County
Sheriff’s Office, Bores was shot as well. They say he then retreated into the house, and took
his own life.
James Voutour, a Niagara County Sheriff said, “There were three handguns registered to the
father in the house. We believe that at least two of those guns were used.”
Stump has lived just a couple houses away from the Bores for almost 30 years. He wasn’t
home during the gunfire but found evidence of it in his back yard, a bullet hole in his fence.
“Well apparently they had one round that came from the garage there from that house at this
angle through the fence here, and hit the tree over there.”
Stump described the family as typical and seemed happy from what he saw; he said learning
of the tragedy, is a shock. He says Duane Jr. was expected to be heading to college soon. From
everything he saw, he says they seemed happy. “What’s going on that makes this, this kind of
family thing go this way? So sad. I feel bad for them all,” he said.
Cynthia and Duane Bores Sr. remain in intensive care at ECMC where they are fighting for
their lives.
The name of the Sheriff’s deputy who was shot is not being released at this time but News 4
has learned that he is a 10 year veteran of the Niagara County Sheriffs. He has been placed on
paid administrative leave, which is standard protocol after an event such as this.
http://wivb.com/2015/04/18/father-and-son-involved-in-wheatfield-shooting-members-of107th-airlift-wing/

New: Wheatfield gunman & father Airmen at 107th
WKBW 7: April 18, 2015

7 Eyewitness News has confirmed the 25 year old man who shot his parents Friday was an
active member of the 107th Air National Guard in Niagara Falls and his father is a retired
member.
Duane Bores Jr. enlisted in May 2009 and was at the end of his enlistment period of six years.
He was a Senior Airman trained as an Aircraft Maintenance Analysis Journeyman.

His father, Duane Bores Sr. was also part of the maintenance group and retired from the 107th
Airlift wing in 2010 as a Master Sergeant.
On Friday, Niagara County Sheriff's deputies say Duane Bores Jr. shot his parents, Cynthia
Bores, 55 and Duane Bores Sr., 58 inside their Errick Road home. The victims were shot in
the head and neck and are currently both in critical condition at ECMC.
Duane Bores Jr. was wounded shortly after during a shootout with a deputy near the rear of the
home. Bores Jr. was later found dead from a self inflicted gunshot wound inside of the home.
The deputy involved in the shooting suffered a gunshot wound to the chest but survived thanks
to his bullet proof vest.
http://www.wkbw.com/news/new-wheatfield-gunman-father-airmen-at-107th

Wheatfield couple shot by son in critical condition
2 WGRZ: April 20, 2015

The Sheriff of Niagara County has identified the Deputy who is lauded for acting fast to
protect a neighborhood when a gunman started firing at him after shooting his parents. Deputy
Joe Tortorella is a 10-year veteran of the department.
Deputy Tortorella, 43, was wearing a protective vest which allowed him to escape serious
injury during a shootout with Duane Bores Jr. The 25-year old gunman died.
The Sheriff says Bores shot his parents, Duane Sr. and Cynthia. They remain in critical
condition at ECMC.
Bores Jr. enlisted in the New York Air National Guard 107 Airlift Wing in 2009. Officials say
he was at the end of his six-year enlistment as Senior Airman. He was deployed for several
months in 2012 for non-combat action in southwest Asia.
It appears he was following in the footsteps of his father who retired from the 107 Airlift
Wing. He was a supervisor for aircraft maintenance.
Neighbors describe him as secluded.
A person close to the family told 2 On Your Side that the person did try to get their son to seek
help for mental health issues.
It remains unclear what caused the son to go on a shooting spree.
Deputy Tortorella was familiar with the area because he is exclusively assigned to the
Wheatfield area. Sheriff James Voutour praised his effort to instruct the Errick Road
Elementary School to go into lock down mode. The school is right next to the Bores home.

http://www.wgrz.com/story/news/local/niagara-county/2015/04/20/duane-cynthia-boreswheatfield-tortorella-niagara-sheriff-deputy/26096709/

109th Airlift Wing
Airmen get hands-on training during wing's first rodeo
DVIDS: April 19, 2015

More than 200 Airmen received hands-on chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear
training along with self-aid buddy care training during the 109th Airlift Wing's first ancillary
training rodeo here April 18.
The mass training began in the Dining Facility as trainees were given CBRN and then SABC
training before heading out for the hands-on portion. During the SABC briefing, the
instructors played out a scene of a combat situation demonstrating how effective SABC can
save a life. The Airmen were then broken up in two groups as half headed over to don their
chemical gear and the other half went to put their SABC skills to the test.
Staff Sgt. Adam Winters of the Small Air Terminal said the SABC briefing really set the pace
for the hands-on portion.
"Being able to be hands on can help young Airmen to remember these kinds of things if they
ever deploy and a real-world combat situation happens," Winters said. "This type of training
will be very beneficial to them as well as just being able to know what (you need to do) in a
time of need."
The SABC hands-on portion included stations on applying a tourniquet, mass casualty, quick
clots, nerve agents, traumatic brain injury and more.
"(Senior Master Sgt. Joseph) O'Connor and myself have met a good 30 times to go over this,"
said Master Sgt. Candace Stefanik, 109th AW SABC adviser, on the planning that went into
the rodeo."We're getting a lot of training done in one day, and making sure everyone is really
comfortable with the hands-on portion of the SABC is very important."
During the hands-on portion of the CBRN training, Airmen started off with donning their
mission-oriented protective posture gear as instructors went around to ensure gear was on
correctly and done in a timely manner.
"We're teaching all these Airmen how to survive in a chemical, biological, radiological,
nuclear and high-yield explosive environment," said Airman 1st Class Rafael Lopez, CBRN
instructor with the 109th Civil Engineer Squadron's emergency management office. People
haven't been in these suits in a long time, but after running them through drills and getting
them going, people were catching on, helping out and having fun."

After donning their gear a few times, Airmen went to different stations to get instruction on
things like M295, M9, zone transition points, post-attack reconnaissance, equipment checks
and more.
Staff Sgt. Kathleen Gregory, of the 139th Airlift Squadron's loadmaster section, said she's
done hands-on CBRN training before and it was very hectic. "This was very organized, and I
really like how everything's been going."
"It's good training," said Airman Bradford Jollie, 109th Logistics Readiness Squadron. "It's
good that everyone's getting out here and getting it done. After a couple times, it becomes very
easy."
O'Connor, Emergency Management superintendent, said all the training during the rodeo went
very smoothly.
"Units throughout New York are just starting to do (the rodeo training) for the first time, and
this is the first time we've done this. This event started being planned back in the fall so it's
been a long time coming and a lot of planning has gone into it. "
O'Connor said they received support from around the wing to make the rodeo happen, and
things went even better than expected.
"We built time into our schedule in case there were glitches, but we didn't need it and we're
finishing up earlier than expected," he said. "My overall impression is that today went very
well, and I'm just hoping the trainees feel the same way."
More ancillary training rodeos will be held in the future, as all Airmen on base are required to
be trained within three years.
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/160466/airmen-get-hands-training-during-wings-first-rodeo

New York Airmen get hands-on training during 109th Airlift Wing's first rodeo
National Guard: April 22, 2015

More than 200 Airmen received hands-on chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear
training along with self-aid buddy care training during the 109th Airlift Wing’s first ancillary
training rodeo here April 18.
The mass training began in the dining facility as trainees were given CBRN and then SABC
training before heading out for the hands-on portion. During the SABC briefing, the
instructors played out a scene of a combat situation demonstrating how effective SABC can
save a life. The Airmen were then broken up in two groups as half headed over to don their
chemical gear and the other half went to put their SABC skills to the test.

Staff Sgt. Adam Winters of the Small Air Terminal said the SABC briefing really set the pace
for the hands-on portion.
“Being able to be hands on can help young Airmen to remember these kinds of things if they
ever deploy and a real-world combat situation happens,” Winters said. “This type of training
will be very beneficial to them as well as just being able to know what (you need to do) in a
time of need.”
The SABC hands-on portion included stations on applying a tourniquet, mass casualty, quick
clotting products to stop bleeding, nerve agents, traumatic brain injury and more.
“(Senior Master Sgt. Joseph) O’Connor and I have met a good 30 times to go over this,” said
Master Sgt. Candace Stefanik, 109th AW SABC adviser, on the planning that went into the
rodeo. “We’re getting a lot of training done in one day, and making sure everyone is really
comfortable with the hands-on portion of the SABC is very important.”
During the hands-on portion of the CBRN training, Airmen started off with donning their
mission-oriented protective posture gear as instructors went around to ensure gear was on
correctly and done in a timely manner.
“We’re teaching all these Airmen how to survive in a chemical, biological, radiological,
nuclear and high-yield explosive environment,” said Airman 1st Class Rafael Lopez, CBRN
instructor with the 109th Civil Engineer Squadron’s emergency management office. “People
haven’t been in these suits in a long time, but after running them through drills and getting
them going, people were catching on, helping out and having fun.”
After donning their gear a few times, Airmen went to different stations for instruction.
Staff Sgt. Kathleen Gregory, of the 139th Airlift Squadron’s loadmaster section, said she’s
done hands-on CBRN training before and it was very hectic. “This was very organized, and I
really like how everything’s been going.”
“It’s good training,” said Airman Bradford Jollie, 109th Logistics Readiness Squadron. “It’s
good that everyone’s getting out here and getting it done. After a couple times, it becomes
very easy.”
O’Connor, Emergency Management superintendent, said all the training during the rodeo went
very smoothly.
“Units throughout New York are just starting to do (the rodeo training) for the first time, and
this is the first time we’ve done this. This event started being planned back in the fall so it’s
been a long time coming and a lot of planning has gone into it.”
O’Connor said they received support from around the wing to make the rodeo happen, and
things went even better than expected.

“We built time into our schedule in case there were glitches, but we didn’t need it and we’re
finishing up earlier than expected,” he said. “My overall impression is that today went very
well, and I’m just hoping the trainees feel the same way.”
More ancillary training rodeos will be held in the future, as all Airmen on base are required to
be trained within three years.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/586208/new-yorkairmen-get-hands-on-training-during-109th-airlift-wings-first-rodeo.aspx

174th Attack Wing
My time in prison reveals caring behind bars
National Catholic Reporter: April 18, 2015

Jamesville Correction Facility is just a few miles from Syracuse, N.Y. Syracuse has its own
jail, known as the Justice Center. After serving two months at the Jamesville Correction
Facility (my crime was attempting to deliver a message to stop the killing from the Syracuse
drone assassination base, the 174th Attack Wing of the New York Air National Guard), I can
testify that there is little or no correction accomplished there. My many interviews with
inmates who moved from the Onondaga County Justice Center in Syracuse to Jamesville
Correction Facility bring serious doubt if justice is served in either place.
At Jamesville, inmates are allowed to sleep much of the day. Education, including behavioral
change, is all but absent. A weekly meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous and a GED program
stand alone. Behavioral change classes are absent, as well as training for trades (unless toilet
cleaning and snow shoveling counts).
The common pastime is playing poker or dominoes or watching TV. A favorite is "The Jerry
Springer Show," featuring men and woman quarreling and fighting on stage. Twice a week,
movies are shown, and most assuredly, they will be violent films. Keep in mind that many of
the inmates have had problems with aggressive behavior.
The vast majority of inmates at Jamesville are violators of parole or probation. Guards often
know inmates from previous incarcerations. The staff jokes about the revolving-door
syndrome. The many men I interviewed did not find it funny.
Most have families. Most have children. Some have children or spouses in other jails, if not in
other units at Jamesville. One young man, a serious diabetic, had his mother in the women's
unit, a brother in another Jamesville unit, and his father in an upstate prison.
So, who does care about these men and women?
First, the men care for one another. "Are you all right?" is a common question. Men help each
other compose letters to lawyers, judges and sometimes even to their loved ones -- not all

inmates are literate. When an inmate is ill, fellow inmates urge them to request medical
assistance. Sometimes positive medical care results.
All faiths have representative jail ministers. As a Catholic, I found that Fr. Ed Reimer and St.
Joseph Sr. Maura Rhode were excellent. Willing to speak to and assist any inmate, they made
it a point to seek out those who indicated they were Catholic.
Reimer, a full-time pastor of St. Patrick Parish in Chittenango, N.Y., makes time for visits
with each new inmate. He had spiritual gifts to offer, the most important being the willingness
to hear the inmate's story and offer advice. Each Friday, Reimer has Mass and is assisted by
Rhode.
Reimer and Sr. Maura have the respect of both men and women. That's evident at each
Friday's Mass. Reimer's clear and sensitive message of faith and hope is captivating. Inmates
are riveted by his Gospel-based message, given in good cheer. He knows how to smile as he
zeroes in on the love essence of the Christian message.
Having served the poor of Ecuador for years, there is a sense of ease in Reimer's manner with
the men and women. (Men and women do not see one another at Mass, as a wall divides and a
guard stands, arms crossed as he stares at the men in attendance.)
Reimer has help in Sr. Maura's ability to bring alive the Christian message, often with mindawakening quotes from literature or thoughtful people of justice and faith.
Sr. Maura has no problem walking through the men's units, offering books or magazines and
inquiring how the men are doing. She is the best-known and respected woman to enter the
men's quarters.
Not being from Syracuse, but knowing a couple of former priests who do jail ministry at the
downtown Justice Center, I wrote and called them for assistance with several needy inmates.
Bill Cuddy left the priesthood back in the 1970s, when he fell in love with a parishioner, a
widow with nine children. Bill married and became a different kind of father.
When Bill came to see me in the visitor's center, we faced each other over a barrier, but his
eyes twinkled when I asked him how many grandchildren he had. "Thirty-eight," he said.
As busy as Bill is, he was willing to come up from the Justice Center. He agreed to focus on a
few guys I hoped he'd find of interest.
One young man was due to be released but was without a job or a place to stay. He worried
about going to a halfway house where drugs seemed too easy to get. The 26-year-old never
knew his father, and his mother was an alcoholic. Various friends took turns raising him. After
high school, he was on his own. His mother died some years ago. So, after years of prison and
jail time, it was Cuddy who worked to get the young man a place to stay after his November
2014 release.

My good friend Dick Keough, a former Catholic priest, has a long history of jail ministry at
the Justice Center. He was aware of the burden on the backs of Reimer and Sr. Maura at
Jamesville. Dick agreed to help.
He came to Jamesville and interviewed several men -- most notably, "Bob" (not his real
name), a 44-year-old man who has spent 16 years in jail and prison. A carpenter, Bob has a
job awaiting him but nowhere to live. Dick agreed to come over to Jamesville to speak to him.
Shortly afterward, Bob was transferred out of my unit, and it was several weeks before I heard
him call my name through the falling snow and razor wire in the jail yard. We were in
different caged-in walking areas, but only 25 yards apart. Bob, whose toes had been getting
black from the ill-fitting jail-issued footwear, called out as he pointed to his feet: "Hey, Jack,
how about my new sneaks?"
He said Dick brought them, and his feet were getting back in shape. More importantly, he was
ecstatic that Dick had arranged to help him get a place to live when he was released in
February.
Bill Cuddy, Dick Keough, Sr. Maura Rhode and Fr. Ed Reimer are examples of Catholics who
understand the injustice of incarceration in the United States. No other nation imprisons its
people as we do. Yet, going into jail to greet, listen to, and help is surely an act of mercy and
love.
Many who read this may live near a prison and could ask the jail or prison chaplain if you can
visit someone in need. Keep in mind the story Jesus tells in Matthew 25:39-40: "When did we
see you ill or in prison, and visit you? And the king will say to them in reply, 'Amen, I say to
you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.' "
http://ncronline.org/news/people/my-time-prison-reveals-caring-behind-bars

Joint Force Headquarters
New York, New Jersey National Guard rehearse terror attack response
Army.mil: April 20, 2015

More than 800 Soldiers and Airmen from the New York and New Jersey National Guard
tested their ability to respond to terrorist attacks during a four-day exercise here, April 15-19.
The troops, trained to respond to chemical, radiological, and biological incidents, are part of
the federal Homeland Response Force, or HRF, for New York and New Jersey. This is one of
10 teams established by the Department of Defense to support state and local governments.
The exercise scenario revolved around multiple terrorist attacks using chemical weapons.
Soldiers and Airmen practiced extracting victims from destroyed buildings, decontaminating
them, providing immediate medical treatment, and securing the site.

The HRF commander is also the commander of the New York Army National Guard's 27th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, headquartered in Syracuse, New York. The brigade
headquarters coordinated the HRF movement and on site missions.
"This [exercise] is really a blessing," brigade commander Col. Joe Biehler said. "This [the
HRF mission] is about resources and opportunities to train as a team."
The brigade, which is scheduled for a combat training center rotation to Fort Polk and the
Joint Readiness Training Center in 2016 and is also preparing for a warfighter combat
simulation exercise this summer, established its tactical operations center, or TOC, on Fort
Dix, about 20 miles away from the HRF exercise incident site.
Operating the HRF command post is one of the most vital functions of the team, Biehler said,
because it allows for the quick expansion of the response force by plugging in additional
National Guard response forces to whatever size is needed by civilian authorities.
It also, Biehler said, provides similar training needed of any combat unit headquarters.
"This gives us the ability to set up the TOC and better prepare ourselves for the brigade
warfighter," Biehler said. "We've done it now three times since last fall.
"HRF forced us to do that," Biehler said. "A brigade TOC is a brigade TOC, whether we are
battle tracking tactical operations for combat or disaster response missions for the HRF. It
really isn't all that different for our headquarters Soldiers."
What is very different for other members of the HRF are the demands of the exercise site,
where Soldiers do their jobs while wearing hazardous material protective suits.
The Lakehurst Naval Air Station training site includes passenger rail cars, partial buildings
and massive concrete structures, with confined spaces built into them to train rescue
personnel. The site is used regularly by first responders from the New Jersey State Police Task
Force One, the urban search and rescue team.
During the HRF exercise, members of Task Force One conducted their own training at the
site, adding to the multiagency response of the scenario. Members of the state police task force
also provided technical advice and training to Army Guard engineers from New York's
Company A, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, based in Lockport, New York.
"Most of our NCOs [non-commissioned officers] here served on HRF [for] the first time," said
engineer 1st Lt. Tucker Brown, referring to the prior rotation of the company for HRF duties.
"So many of them have that prior experience with the team and the job. That really helps out
with the training of our newer Soldiers."
The engineers, part of the search and extraction element, deployed a day earlier for proficiency
training using their heavy equipment, designed to breach reinforced concrete at an incident to
help rescue casualties.

"The interoperability we're training for here is fantastic," said Bob McDermott, a breaching
and breaking instructor from New Jersey Task Force One. "I'm glad to be part of it."
Some 50 Soldiers from the search and extraction element donned protective gear, hard hats
and knee pads to scour the training site rubble pile to help rescue casualties from the scenario
chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear, or CBRN, event. A mix of mannequins and
role-players with realistic wounds added to the challenge of the extraction team working
within the rubble.
"The pile is dangerous, but not deadly," said New Jersey Task Force One leader Kevin
Stewart, observing the training of both his team and the National Guardsmen. "You have to
stay sharp or face the risk of real injury here. This training will bite you if you don't take it
seriously or let your guard down."
The engineers worked quickly to assess casualties and move them away from the
contaminated site to the main elements of the 2nd Squadron, 101st Cavalry headquarter's
CBRN response task force, based in Niagara Falls, New York, and the primary function of the
HRF.
Here, some 75 Soldiers from Company D, 427th Brigade Support Battalion, based in Buffalo,
New York, established and operated the decontamination line, providing the life-saving
decontamination of both ambulatory and litter casualties.
Once through the decontamination line, patients were assessed by another 50 medical
personnel from throughout the New York Air National Guard's air wings, including Niagara
Falls' 107th Airlift Wing and the Scotia-based 109th Airlift Wing, the 105th Airlift Wing in
Newburgh and 106th Rescue Wing from Westhampton Beach on Long Island. These expert
medical personnel provide triage and prepare casualties for transfer to civilian medical
facilities.
Surrounding the decontamination site and providing the initial contact with potential casualties
and other first responders were members of the New Jersey Army National Guard's 2nd
Battalion, 113th Infantry from Riverdale, New Jersey, as the HRF CBRN Assistance and
Support Element.
From the HRF command post, Biehler and his staff led both real-time forces of the HRF and
hundreds more of simulated CBRN response forces arriving from other states in support of the
incident, tracking the arrival of units and employing them according to the needs of civilian
authorities.
The Soldiers are trained to work within the incident command framework and function as a
supporting element to a civilian incident commander.
The HRF is designed to foster increased dialogue between regional first responders and other
state and federal response agencies. The HRF plays an important role at the regional level in

helping develop and build regional plans and in working with emergency managers to build a
cohesive government response to CBRN incidents at the regional level.
"The HRF mission? It really has been fantastic for us," Biehler said. "It gave us training
opportunities to bring the team together and that gave us a running start for the warfighter
preparations this summer," Biehler said.
Biehler said that when the brigade headquarters staff came together for the staff training
seminar, the Soldiers were able to work through the military decision making process and
prepare combat orders relatively quickly, since the group had worked together so closely for
HRF missions throughout 2014.
"We had people used to working together, knowing what needed to be done. HRF gives us
that training to make our staff and all the elements of the team better," he said.
http://www.army.mil/article/146781/New_York__New_Jersey_National_Guard_rehearse_terr
or_attack_response/

Soldiers and Airmen help keep Boston strong during Marathon
AmeriForce: April 23, 2015

Early on a cool, drizzly morning, runners, volunteers and spectators participated in the 119th
Boston Marathon.
With a course that stretches from Hopkinton, Mass., to the well-known finish line in
downtown Boston, thousands of people cheered on the many runners, walkers and mobilityimpaired participants who endured the 26.2-mile course.
Massachusetts National Guard Soldiers and Airmen provided approximately 500 Soldiers and
Airmen to assist federal, state and local police with public safety and support.
Col. Mark Merlino, commander of Joint Task Force Patriot, supervised the combined Guard’s
efforts to assist federal, state and local police to keep the route safe for the runners from
Hopkinton to the edge of Boston.
“Our Soldiers and Airmen effectively supported the 119th Boston Marathon as we worked
closely with officials from the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency, the Boston
Athletic Association and our many interagency partners to ensure a safe and successful race,”
said Lt. Col. James Sahady, spokesman for the Massachusetts National Guard.
Soldiers from units that included the 747th Military Police Company of Ware, Massachusetts,
walked, ran and provided security, alongside other important roles, further cementing the
presence of the Massachusetts National Guard in this major event.

The level of manpower is appropriate for this mission, said Capt. Tyler Field, the commanding
officer of the 747th Military Police Company. The 747th is just one security entity among the
many units and organizations that supported the race.
Soldiers with the 747th set up entry control points to verify the credentials of the participants,
staff and observers at the starting point in Hopkinton.
“The 747th is a great addition to the security aspect as well as the public relations aspect,
because we can engage in friendly interactions with the crowd along with providing a sense of
protection,” said Spc. Tom Therrien, a Military Police Soldier with the 747th.
As people from around the world travel to take part in the marathon, the same went for
members of the National Guard around the nation.
Col. Mark Doll of the New York Air National Guard traveled from Joint Base Pearl Harbor,
Hickam, Hawaii, where he is stationed, to run in this year’s marathon.
“It is Patriot’s Day. No better place in America to be than Boston,” Doll said. “It is a privilege
and an honor to be included with these elite runners.”
http://www.ameriforce.net/blog/military-news-national-guard-soldiers-and-airmen-help-keepboston-strong-during-marathon-042315

New York Army National Guard
Nearly 600 troops participate in homeland response drill
MY9NJ: April 17, 2015

Nearly 600 Army and Air National Guard forces from New Jersey and New York are
preparing for the worst.
They are participating in a homeland response force drill at New Jersey's Joint Base McGuireDix-Lakehurst on Friday.
The troops specialize in rescue, security, decontamination and medical treatment.
The units will train to rapidly assess and identify a chemical, biological, radiological or
nuclear incident.
http://www.my9nj.com/story/28832190/homeland-response-drill

Area National Guard prepares for disaster to strike
WRVO Public Media: April 17, 2015

Syracuse-area National Guard Reserves are preparing for the worst this week. Troops are in
New Jersey, taking part in drills that mimic manmade and natural disasters.
The full-scale disaster exercise means 180 soldiers with the National Guard’s 27th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team in Syracuse boarded a military convoy Thursday to head south to take
part in the exercises. They joined guard members from across New York and New Jersey.
For Julia Davidson of Bridgeport, who’s been in the guard for three years, it’s the first time
she’s taken part in training for what’s known as HERF, or the National Homeland Response
Force. These are the people called out during a chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear
incident.
During the exercise, the Syracuse contingent will learn how to handle the back end of the
disaster.
“Our section is mostly focusing on tracking personnel, making sure everyone where’s they
need to be when they need to be there, safety, and to make sure if there are any emergencies
medical-wise, making sure they’ re taken care of properly,” said Davidson.
The Syracuse team will be directing an organization of up to 1,500 personnel with specialized
training. This team also would respond to any natural disasters, such as hurricanes or blizzards
that take place in New York, New Jersey, the Virgin Islands or Puerto Rico.
http://wrvo.org/post/area-national-guard-prepares-disaster-strike

National Guard troops offer disaster preparedness class
News 10: April 18, 2015

The New York National Guard troops gave a free disaster preparedness class Saturday
morning, offering citizens knowledge and tools to prepare for emergencies.
Troops have been conducting the training events across the state as part of Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s Citizen Preparedness Corps Training Program. They work alongside local
emergency management personnel and the state’s Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Services.
Preparing, responding, and recovering as quickly as possible to emergencies and disasters are
the program’s goals.
Saturday’s program was held at the Cohoes Community Center.
http://news10.com/2015/04/18/national-guard-troops-offer-disaster-preparedness-class/

New York National Guard Soldier survives blisters, bleeding and heat
exhaustion to finish Memorial March at White Sands

DVIDS: April 22, 2015

When he finished the 26.2 mile course he was blistered and bleeding. Then he passed out.
But 12 hours, 16 minutes and 22 seconds after starting the 26th Annual Bataan Memorial
Death March here on March 22, 53-year old New York Army National Guard Sgt. 1st Class
Walter Meshenberg had accomplished the goal he set for himself in October.
He was one of 3,626 people to complete the full course. It was, Meshenberg said, one of the
hardest things he’s ever done.
He’d broken in new boots to ensure that he didn’t get a blister. He developed one at about 18
miles, Meshenberg said.
He learned that walking 20 miles on the flat roads of Long Island just above sea level was very
different from hiking at 4,235 feet in the mountains of New Mexico.
“It was heck. It kicked my butt,” he said.
He’d also gone to a sporting goods store to find just the right under pants to wear under his
ACUs, so he wouldn’t chafe. That didn’t work out so well after all either, he said.
“They chafed, and I was bleeding all over my groin area. The friction was unbelievable,”
Meshenberg recalled.
The course medics wanted to pull him out of the march, he said. Meshenberg refused.
There were badly wounded Soldiers taking part in the march, Meshenberg said.
“I said if they can do this, I will be damned if I can’t do this. They motivated me even more,”
he said.
So he finished the course and crossed the end point at about 8:30 p.m., finishing 3,558 in the
field, but finishing.
“As soon as I passed the course I passed out because I had a mild case of heat stroke,” he said.
Still, Meshenberg said, he plans on doing it all again next year.
The Bataan Memorial March began in 1989 when an Army ROTC unit sponsored the event to
commemorate the Soldiers who surrendered to the Japanese in April 1942 during the invasion
of the Philippines, then an American possession.
The 60,000 Americans and Filipinos that surrendered on the Bataan Peninsula were marched
80 miles to prisoner of war camps. The Soldiers were not fed, denied water and hundreds were

beaten and shot out of hand. Nearly 2,000 New Mexico Army National Guard Soldiers were
among those captured.
In 1992 the march moved to White Sands Missile Range. The route goes from flat desert to
high mountains.
Meshenberg, the safety NCO for the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team and a member of the
brigade’s aviation section, is a technician at the Army flight facility in Ronkonkoma. He got
interested in participating in the march because Chief Warrant Officer John Seeger had done
the march in 2014 and talked it up.
He started training in November, far less than the year of training march organizers
recommend. But he was working out regularly, did well in his PT test, and had lost weight,
Meshenberg said.
“Every other day I was on the treadmill walking three to five miles. On Saturday I would do
three to four miles and then 17 miles and worked up to 20 miles,” Meshenberg said.
Meshenberg competed in the “heavy” march category which meant carrying a pack weighing
at least 35 pounds. The marchers carried non-perishable foods to be donated to a local food
pantry. Meshenberg carried rice.
Tough winter weather made training harder, he said.
“When it was raining and snowing I was out there on the roads in Masten Beach (Long Island)
walking on the roads. It was horrible,” he remembered.
That nasty Long Island weather almost delayed his trip to New Mexico, Meshenberg said.
More than four inches of snow fell in the area as he flew out of JFK on March 20.
He got in late to Albequerque, got a compact rental car and drove the 227 miles to White
Sands. He slept in the car, and hit the course with about four hours of sleep, Meshenberg
remembered.
But he got to meet wounded warriors taking part in the event, as well as the last few survivors
of the actual Death March, and they inspired him to keep going, Meshenberg said.
“What these gentlemen went through. What our military went through. We need to remember
this,” he said.
That is why, he said, he plans to be back in White Sands next year for the 27th annual march.
Next time, though, he’ll pick a different category. That way he can leave the rice and old- style
heavy ALICE pack at home, he said.

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/160793/new-york-national-guard-soldier-survives-blistersbleeding-and-heat-exhaustion-finish-memorial-march-white-sands

Guardsmen Train During Force-On-Force Exercise (Photos)
Defense.gov: April 12, 2015

http://www.defense.gov/photoessays/PhotoEssaySS.aspx?ID=6278

Veterans
Gino J. Pazzaglini: Allow vets to get care at their choice of hospital
The News and Observer: April 23, 2015

Regarding the April 10 news article “VA struggling to shorten waits”: Not long ago you also
reported reduced hospital beds at local hospitals.
As a retired hospital executive, current health system board member and as a veteran of the
New York Army National Guard, I suggest we connect these headlines and seek a common
solution.
Health care trends demonstrate that fewer inpatient beds are needed and that those fewer
patients needing hospitalization are very, very sick or badly injured (think ICU-type care
versus 23-hour, rehab or outpatient facility care). Thus, running a sustainable high-quality
hospital with highly trained staff, doctors and expensive technology in the face of limited or
capped payments presents a tidal wave challenge to most hospitals, whether VA, nonprofit or
for-profit.
Why not enable our veterans to receive their inpatient or outpatient health care more
extensively from any contracted public or private hospital of their own choosing? The existing
well-established administrative structures of Medicare, Social Security disability, etc., could
be used to assure quality and costs, while “rightsizing” these two separate hospital worlds
struggling with changing patient needs, lower payments and rapidly increasing costs.
All patients, including our veterans, might be better served, as well as communities, political
leaders and taxpayers trying unsuccessfully to prop up two systems of health care.
Read more here: http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/letters-to-theeditor/article19340415.html#storylink=cpy

