105th Airlift Wing
Remembering Staff Sgt. Todd J. Lobraico Jr.
U.S. Air Force: May 19, 2015

Staff Sgt. Todd J. Lobraico Jr., age 22, died Sept. 5, 2013, from wounds caused by small-arms
fire near Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, while serving during Operation Enduring Freedom.
Lobraico, a native of New Fairfield, Connecticut, was assigned to the 105th Security Forces
Squadron at Stewart Air National Guard Base, New York.
(This profile is part of the “Fallen Airmen Remembered” page)
http://www.af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/tabid/223/Article/589132/remembering-staff-sgt-toddj-lobraico-jr.aspx

106th Rescue Wing
Frontline Photos
AirForce Times: May 7, 2015

Staff Sgt. Joseph Pico, a Security Forces Squadron member of the 106th Rescue Wing,
conducts night-firing training at the Suffolk County Police Range in Westhampton Beach,
N.Y., May 7, 2015. During this training, the airmen learned small-group tactics, how to use
their night-vision gear, and trained with visible and infrared designators. Staff Sgt. Christopher
Muncy/New York Air National Guard
http://www.airforcetimes.com/media/cinematic/gallery/70944644/frontline-photos-may-72015/

174th Attack Wing
House passes Rep. John Katko's amendment to address drone pilot shortage
(video)
Syracuse: May 15, 2015

The House passed a $612 billion defense authorization bill Friday that includes an amendment
from U.S. Rep. John Katko to address the military's shortage of drone pilots.
Katko's amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal 2016 requires the
Department of Defense to report to Congress on how it is addressing the pilot shortage.

The amendment, which passed by voice vote Thursday night, also expresses the support of
Congress to help the Air Force and Army increase drone pilot training.
Katko, R-Camillus, views the training component as a potential boost to the New York Air
National Guard's 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field in Mattydale.
The wing, which operates a squadron of MQ-9 Reaper drones, is one of only two units in the
Air National Guard designated to train with unmanned aircraft.
"If left unaddressed, the current shortage of pilots will have a significant impact on the future
of our Air Force," Katko said Friday. "The amendment that I submitted will allow the
Department of Defense to adequately study this growing problem, and help ensure that the
critical training and operational needs of our military are met. It is my hope that this process
will result in an increase of jobs and training at Hancock Field."
A report issued Thursday by the U.S. General Accountability Office found the Air Force and
Army do not have enough drone pilots, forcing some to skip part of their training in order to
fulfill missions.
A GAO analysis of Air Force records found only about 35 percent of drone pilots completed
all of their required training.
The head of Air Force Air Combat Command sent an internal memo in January to Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh, reporting that the fleet of drones is strained to the "breaking
point" and the Air Force doesn't have adequate manpower to operate them.
Katko speaks on House floor about drone pilot shortage
CenterState CEO, an Upstate New York economic development organization based in
Syracuse, said in a statement Friday that it had lobbied Katko to sponsor the amendment to the
defense bill.
"This amendment is something CenterState CEO has advocated for as we believe it has the
potential to create jobs while supporting the region's military installations," said Robert
Simpson, CenterState's president. " We are proud of the work of the 174th and recognize
significant impact it has on our region's economy."
http://www.syracuse.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/05/house_passes_rep_john_katkos_amendm
ent_to_address_drone_pilot_shortage_video.html

Eastern Air Defense Sector
F-16 training flights over Central New York rescheduled for today
Syracuse.com: May 21, 2015

The South Carolina Air National Guard will fly its F-16 fighter jets over parts of Central New
York in a training mission Thursday, May 21, 2015. In this 2010 file photo, former 174th
Fighter Wing Commander Col. Kevin Bradley flies his F-16 past the control tower at Syracuse
Hancock International Airport for the final time. The wing now remotely pilots MQ-9 Reaper
drones. John Berry / The Post-Standard
SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- The Air National Guard has rescheduled a training mission involving F16 fighter jets that were supposed to fly over parts of Central New York on Wednesday.
Two F-16s from from the 169th Fighter Wing of the South Carolina National Guard are now
scheduled to fly over the region from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. today, according to the Eastern Air
Defense Sector, which will monitor the flights.
The exercise, which includes a Cessna 182 from the Civil Air Patrol, will take place in
military training airspace commonly used by the Air Force and Air National Guard over
southern Lewis and northern Oneida counties.
Military officials said residents south of Lowville, east of Old Forge, and in and around Rome,
may see the three aircraft during the training exercise.
The mission planned for Wednesday was postponed due to weather conditions, officials said.
The Eastern Air Defense Sector said the training exercises are a routine part of NORAD's
Operation Noble Eagle, initiated after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2015/05/f16_flights_over_central_new_york_rescheduled_for_today.html\

Family Programs
Thunderbirds Soar This Weekend at Jones Beach
Bethpage Patch: May 21, 2015

Memorial Day weekend kicks off Saturday with the annual Bethpage Air Show at Jones
Beach.
More than 300,000 people flocked to Jones Beach last year for the two-day event, set this year
for Saturday and Sunday from 12-5 p.m.
A total of 11 performers and air teams will streak across mostly sunny skies and whip past
spectators.
U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, Golden Knights, the Breitling Jet Team, American Airpower
Museum Warbirds, Geico Skytypers, Miss Geico, Jack Links’ Screamin’ Sasquatch, and the
Air National Guard are among the aircraft expected for the show. Famed pilots Sean D.
Tucker, Matt Chapman, and David Windmiller will be taking to the skies as well.

Admission to the show is free. A $10 fee will be charged for parking. Parking lots will fill
quickly so it is recommended that attendees arrive before 10 a.m. for the best spots.
Kites and pets will not be permitted. Bags and other beach items will be allowed but may be
subjected to a search.
A VIP chalet will be erected at Jones Beach for the duration of the shows and will welcome
spectators to a private beachfront area for a full continental breakfast, buffet lunch, and open
bars. Tickets are $200 per adult per day. Tickets for children ages 6-12 are $125 each.
Children 5 and under can attend free of charge.
Check out photos and videos from last year’s Bethpage Air Show here.
http://patch.com/new-york/gardencity/thunderbirds-soar-weekend-jones-beach

Military Museum
Deceased veteran remembered at county ceremony
Saratogian: May 19, 2015

The late Dante Orsini was a “Marine’s Marine” who witnessed history, fought for his country
and tirelessly served his community.
Orsini, of South Glens Falls, a 2011 Veteran of the Year, was remembered Tuesday during
Saratoga County’s monthly Honoring Our Deceased Veterans program ceremony in Ballston
Spa, with family members including his wife, Hazel, on hand.
Orsini joined the Marines in May 1940 and became a member of the White House and U.S.
Capital Honor and Security Guard. He was stationed only a few feet away when President
Franklin D. Roosevelt made his “Day of Infamy” speech to Congress on Dec. 8, 1941, a day
after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
“World War II was a war that had to be fought and had to be won,” Orsini said during a 2007
interview. “Everybody looked to Roosevelt to win this war. I had tremendous feeling for the
man.”
A few weeks after Pearl Harbor, on Christmas Eve, Orsini met Winston Churchill at
Washington’s official Christmas tree lighting.
A sergeant major, he sometimes accompanied FDR on train trips to the president’s retreat in
Warm Springs, Ga.
Later in the war, however, he shunned an officer’s commission and the safety of domestic
duty so that he could fight with his First Division in the Pacific Theater. “I was with the
people I wanted to be with,” Orsini said.

He saw combat action at Guam and Okinawa.
“Okinawa was the largest amphibious assault of the Pacific Theater during World War II,”
said Frank McClement, Saratoga County Veterans Service Agency director. “Here the
Japanese would make their last stand.”
McClement told about the horrific atrocities the Japanese inflicted on Okinawan civilians,
such as using people as human shields and forcing large groups to commit suicide rather than
face capture.
However, when U.S. troops prevailed, Okinawans “were surprised by the humane treatment
given them by American forces,” McClement said.
After the Japanese surrender, in August 1945, Orsini went to China to help keep peace
between national and communist forces. During ceremonies in Peking’s Tiananmen Square,
he met Chinese leader Chiang Kai-Shek, who honored Orsini and other Marines with the
Order of the Cloud and Banner medal.
In 2011, Friends of the New York State Military Museum honored Orsini as one of its
Veterans of the Year during ceremonies held at the museum on Lake Avenue in Saratoga
Springs.
Orsini was active in the community and worked for state Sen. Betty Little, R-Glens Falls, until
his passing in November 2013. He previously worked for the late U.S. Rep. Gerald H.B.
Solomon, R-Queensbury, and was secretary of the Solomon Freedom Foundation, which
awards scholarships to local youth.
A longtime South Glens Falls Rotary Club member, he had more than 52 years of perfect
attendance, was a past president and held many other offices.
“Dan was always someone who knew how to get things done,” Moreau Supervisor Preston
Jenkins said. “Dan was a great leader in our community. He was a mentor to many. He was a
great friend to anybody who knew him. He always expected the best from everyone. That’s
what he gave.”
Local leaders and representatives of state and federal officials presented Orsini’s family with
several awards, including a New York State Senate Liberty Medal, the state’s highest award; a
proclamation from President Barack Obama; and a U.S. flag that has flown over the U.S.
Capitol building in Washington, D.C.
http://www.saratogian.com/lifestyle/20150519/deceased-veteran-remembered-at-countyceremony

New York Air National Guard
Middletown fireman sues city over alleged Air National Guard bashing

Mid Hudson News: May 16, 2015

A Middletown firefighter is suing the city over alleged discrimination against him by superior
officers because of his service in the New York Air National Guard.
The suit, in federal court, contends that firefighter Matthew Kassel was suspended without pay
after he secretly recorded fire department officials making allegedly discriminatory comments
about the National Guard.
Kassel, who has served in the Middle East with the Guard, currently also works as a fireman
with the federal agency when not working in Middletown.
He was suspended without pay from his Middletown job after he made the recording, said his
attorney, Mathew Tully.
“The bottom line here is you can’t retaliate against people when they report your unlawful
conduct and provide evidence to prove it, and that’s what our client did,” Tully said. “He has
the evidence to prove unlawful conduct and he provided it and the next thing he knows he is
suspended without pay.”
Mayor Joseph DeStefano challenged that account.
“The idea that when you don’t get a promotion that you then create this picture that the city is
anti-military is deplorable,” the mayor said. “Those are the issues that will be fought out in
court, not with excerpts of secret tapes and just unsubstantiated allegations. We will battle
them out.”
DeStefano said it couldn’t be the furthest from the truth that Middletown is anti-military.
The federal court has issued a stay in disciplinary proceedings by the city until the court battle
by Kassel is resolved.
http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2015/May/16/Mtwn_Kassel_suit-16May15.html

New York Army National Guard
New York Army National Guard soldiers receive new rank, new responsibilities
Niagara Frontier Publication: May 15, 2015

Major Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general for the state of New York, announces the
promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their
capability for additional responsibility and leadership. •Scott Banks of North Tonawanda,
serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 2-101 Cavalry (reconnaissance,
surveillance and target acquisition), is promoted to the rank of staff sergeant. •Johnathan Page
of Barker, serving with the C Troop, 2-101 Cavalry (reconnaissance, surveillance and target

acquisition), is promoted to the rank of private first class. Army National Guard promotions
are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership ability and development potential. These
promotions additionally recognize the best-qualified soldiers and attract and retain the highestcaliber citizen soldiers for a career in the New York Army National Guard. For more
information about the New York Army National Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov or
www.1800goguard.com.
http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2015/05/15/120797/new-york-army-nationalguard-soldiers-receive-new-rank-new-responsibilities

Two from World War I to get Medal of Honor
KETV7: May 15, 2015

Nearly a century after their heroic efforts, two World War I veterans who may have been
overlooked for the Medal of Honor because of their respective race and religion will receive
the honor posthumously, the White House announced Thursday.
Pvt. William Henry Johnson of the 369th Infantry Regiment's "Harlem Hellfighters" and Sgt.
William Shemin of the 4th Infantry Division will receive the award from President Obama at a
White House ceremony on June 2.
A Hellfighter from Harlem
Johnson, an African-American from Winston-Salem, North Carolina, who was living in New
York before the war, is being cited for his actions near Saint Menehoul, France, on May 15,
1918. After suffering significant wounds during a surprise attack, he was still able to force a
German retreat through hand-to-hand combat.
The then 21-year-old Johnson and his 369th Infantry Regiment were assigned to a French
army command in 1918 because black soldiers were not allowed to serve in combat positions
with white American units.
While on night sentry duty, Johnson and a fellow soldier, Pvt. Needham Roberts, were
attacked by at least 12 German soldiers.
According to an account from the book "Torchbearers of Democracy," the German raiding
party "attacked with a volley of grenades, followed by rifle fire." The initial assault left
Roberts "seriously wounded." He was able to provide Johnson with grenades, but Johnson
suffered "several gunshot wounds" while throwing them at the enemy.
Johnson then attempted to fight off German soldiers with his rifle, but only got off "three shots
before his gun jammed."
While still under intense fire, Johnson came forward from his entrenched position to engage
the enemy in hand-to-hand combat, using only his knife and his gun as a club.

His courage prevented Roberts from being taken prisoner and eventually sent surviving
German soldiers fleeing.
Later in 1918, France awarded Johnson the Croix de Guerre avec Palme, its highest award for
valor. He was one of the first Americans to receive the award.
But nothing came quickly from the country whose uniform he wore.
He was not awarded a Purple Heart from the United States until 1996, and it wasn't until 2002
that he received a Distinguished Service Cross.
In 2011, Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley, Oregon Democrats, sent a letter to Defense
Secretary Leon Panetta, stating, "Sergeant Johnson finally received his long overdue Purple
Heart in 1996. In 2003 after a herculean effort by his family, friends, and supporters, Sergeant
Johnson was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. Yet these awards do not properly
recognize Sergeant Johnson's heroism. With the new evidence that has been uncovered, it is
now possible for our nation to at last give Sergeant Johnson the recognition he deserves: the
Medal of Honor."
Johnson, who died in 1929, is buried at Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia. As Johnson
has no next of kin, Command Sgt. Maj. Louis Wilson of the New York National Guard will
accept the medal on his behalf.
Unshakeable Shemin
Shemin, a Jewish man from Bayonne, New Jersey, is being cited for his actions in France in
August 1918. Shemin repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire to rescue wounded troops, the
Army said, and later, after his officers became casualties, the sergeant took command of his
platoon, displayed initiative under fire and fought bravely until he was wounded by shrapnel
and a machine-gun bullet.
Shemin graduated from the New York State Ranger School in 1914 and worked as a forester
in Bayonne before enlisting in the Army on October 2, 1917.
Serving as a rifleman during the Aisne-Marne Offensive on August 7-9, 1918, Shemin left his
trench, braving heavy machine gun and rifle fire, to rescue the wounded.
After his officers and senior noncommissioned officers were killed in the offensive, Shemin,
just 19 years old, took command of the platoon until he was shot in the head and wounded by
shrapnel.
He survived the wounds and spent three months in the hospital before serving light duty as
part of the Army occupation in Germany and Belgium. He received an honorable discharge in
August 1919.

While he did receive the Distinguished Service Cross for his heroism, there was never an
explanation as to why he was denied the Medal of Honor.
Family, friends and senators have pushed for him to be awarded the nation's highest
recognition for valor.
"Discrimination should never play a role when our country pays tribute to extraordinary acts
of courage and selfless sacrifice," Sen. Claire McCaskill of Missouri said in a statement. "I
couldn't be prouder that we were able to correct these past injustices, and that William Shemin
and other Jewish heroes will get the recognition they deserve, and the national gratitude they
earned."
After the war, Shemin earned a degree from the New York State College of Forestry at
Syracuse University. After graduation, he started a greenhouse and landscaping business in the
Bronx, where he raised three children.
His eldest daughter, Elsie Shemin-Roth of Webster Grove, Missouri, is to receive the Medal of
Honor on his behalf.
http://www.ketv.com/politics/two-from-world-war-i-to-get-medal-of-honor/33045252

Home From Afghanistan, and Learning to Be a Couple Again
NY Times: May 15, 2015

On the day before Thanksgiving, First Lt. Rafael Ramirez, 37, just back from his second
deployment to Afghanistan, walked past the welcome-home balloons and stepped into his
Bronx apartment.
He’d come from a weeklong demobilization program at Fort Dix, N.J., after 10 months away.
“They told us, phase yourself into your family slowly,” Lieutenant Ramirez said. “Your family
has been going about their day-to-day operations without you.”
But looking around the Co-op City apartment where he and his wife, Elizabeth Roldan, 32,
have lived for eight years, he felt distressed. “I thought, ‘This looks crowded and ghetto,’ ” he
said, though the airy one-bedroom apartment was pretty much unchanged. “I just didn’t like
what I saw.”
His wife wasn’t there. They had known for days that she would be a little late because of a
project deadline at work. “I kind of understood,” he said. “But I was disappointed.”
His sister, Jasmine Abreu, 23, kept him company, but they didn’t know what to say to each
other. He took a few sips of whiskey. Though he’s 6-foot-4, 275 pounds, it went to his head. “I
hadn’t had a drink in a year,” he said. “In a combat zone, you’re not allowed to have any
alcohol.”

When Ms. Roldan finally arrived, flushed and nervous, she didn’t even take off her jacket:
They embraced. Small-boned and 5-foot-3, she came up to her husband’s chest.
“He was very warm,” she recalled. But, “he walked around with this look, picking up things
like the remote and saying, ‘What’s this?’ ” Pointing to “a keyboard I had bought as a hobby,
he said, ‘When did you buy this?’ ”
“I was speechless,” she said. “I heard, ‘I’m not happy to be home.’ ”
Then Lieutenant Ramirez went into the kitchen and found a huge pork shoulder in the fridge.
Pernil is his favorite dish; he’d longed for it when he was away. Ms. Roldan was planning to
season it, then let it marinate overnight. It would be the centerpiece of the Thanksgiving feast.
But getting the meat ready was a daunting chore.
“I don’t like doing it,” Ms. Roldan said of the process of pulverizing the meat to make it
tender. “You’re making big cuts. You’re pounding.”
Lieutenant Ramirez picked up a knife.
As Ms. Roldan and Ms. Abreu watched and drank wine, Lieutenant Ramirez expertly stabbed
the pernil, scoring it. Then he punched and massaged it with his broad hands. Finally, he
rubbed in garlic powder, adobo and sofrito.
For 20 minutes, he felt completely at home.
MANY STORIES have been written about veterans who have come back from Afghanistan or
Iraq damaged either physically or mentally, who suffer from wounds or from post-traumatic
stress disorder. This is not one of them. It’s a story about the many soldiers who return
unharmed, but who still must navigate their way back into their families’ lives, through terrain
that has been shifting since the moment they went away. And it’s about these soldiers’
partners at home, who have managed to go forward solo, and must also begin the difficult
process of reuniting.
Lieutenant Ramirez is part of the last wave of soldiers coming home from the war in
Afghanistan, which officially ended on Dec. 28, 2014. From September 2001 until the end of
March this year, New York State sent 71,000 soldiers to Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as
several other countries. As of March 31, 691 were still deployed.
I met Lieutenant Ramirez at the beginning of February, about two months after he got home,
and followed the couple for the next three months. Ms. Roldan had been a student in my
writing class at the N.Y.U. School of Professional Studies last fall, while her husband was
overseas. We had talked informally about their life together.
Lieutenant Ramirez has been lucky, twice coming home unharmed. In 2004, for 13 months, he
was part of a National Guard combat engineering unit, building military bases and housing as
well as expanding Kandahar Airfield. “The footprint was still small,” he said. “We were just

starting to build up Afghanistan.” A decade later, with only about 10,000 soldiers remaining,
he helped tear down the infrastructure he had helped create.
For 12 to 14 hours a day, as officer in charge of the Kandahar Retro Sort Yard, he received the
equipment and materials being pushed out of approximately 50 forward operating bases
throughout Afghanistan. “We were engaged in one of the largest logistical efforts the Army
has ever done,” he said.
Twenty-by-20-foot storage containers were hauled into the yard. Out came “weapons parts,
entire vehicles, a truck full of Xboxes, office supplies, computers,” Lieutenant Ramirez said,
“anything you can think of that’s used in war.” Everything was sorted and identified, then
either destroyed or circulated back into the Army system. He received a Bronze Star for his
service.
His brother, Ruben Abreu, 25, who also served in Afghanistan in the National Guard, was not
as fortunate: In 2012, the truck he was driving exploded when it hit a roadside bomb. Mr.
Abreu and another soldier sustained traumatic brain injuries and, Mr. Abreu said, his sergeant
was thrown out of the truck. Mr. Abreu was awarded a Purple Heart.
Lieutenant Ramirez came home to a world that seemed to have subtly changed. In his
apartment, “he didn’t know where anything was,” his sister said. And small things upset him:
“I had better toilet paper in Afghanistan!” he said about the brand in their bathroom. The next
day he went out and bought 36 rolls of Charmin.
Raised in Washington Heights in Upper Manhattan, he had always enjoyed the city’s tumult.
But after both deployments, he felt jarred: “You’re not used to the big crowds,” he said. After
his first deployment, he quit a job in telecommunications, at an office in the Empire State
Building, after only three days. “I thought I was going to catch a panic attack,” he said.
Yet this time, within two weeks, he had joined a gym. He resumed going out with his buddies.
A month after coming home, he returned to his job as a member of the New York National
Guard’s security force. He helps coordinate counterterrorism missions at Grand Central
Terminal, Penn Station and other transportation hubs.
“It’s smooth,” he said about his job, which is based at Kennedy Airport. “In a combat zone,
the tempo is so high.”
“I was proud of him,” Ms. Roldan said; she had expected a longer transition.
Surprisingly, she is the one struggling to adapt.
During his deployment, Ms. Roldan bloomed, becoming more independent, trying new things.
“I had all this freed-up time,” she said. “Almost immediately, I took up the piano. I’d wanted
to for a long time. That made me angry: Why did it take another deployment for me to do
that?”

Cooking went out the window. “I turned my oven on three times,” she said, laughing. “I
became a sandwich girl for a while.”
She was euphoric when her husband came home. But by January, she said, she felt she was
losing her newfound independence. “He’s here, and now you want to do things with him,” she
said. And an old conflict, over his frequent boys’ nights out, became more of a wedge.
THEY HAD BEEN in a great rush before he left: Together 14 years, they decided to marry.
Ms. Roldan has epilepsy; being married meant Lieutenant Ramirez would be allowed to come
home if anything happened to her. “I wanted to make sure Elizabeth was taken care of,” he
said. They drew up wills and powers of attorney. There was no time to buy wedding bands.
“I still don’t have a wedding band,” she said in April. They have not yet gone on a
honeymoon.
They have been each other’s mainstay since Ms. Roldan was a 17-year-old college freshman,
her first weekend at Binghamton University, part of the State University of New York system.
She had walked into a fraternity party alone. Lieutenant Ramirez was a senior, but taking an
extra year to graduate.
“He asked, ‘Where did you go to high school?’ ” Ms. Roldan said.
“I said, ‘Andover, you don’t know it,’ ” she recalled. Raised in Co-op City, she had attended
Andover High School in Andover, Mass., through the scholarship organization, A Better
Chance, boarding at nearby Phillips Academy.
“He said, ‘Oh, my aunt went there through the same program!’ ”
“What are the chances of that happening?” he recalled, smiling. There was an immediate link;
both came from struggling families and were highly motivated to do better. She is of Puerto
Rican descent. His mother was from Ecuador, his father from the Dominican Republic.
“I thought she was absolutely beautiful,” he added.
Two weeks later, he was planning to attend a fraternity event in Syracuse. “I asked to go with
him,” Ms. Roldan said. It was just one night; they slept apart. But “that was it,” she said. “It
was a wrap.” He has been her only boyfriend.
Ms. Roldan was brought up by her grandmother, two buildings away from where her mother
lived; her mother was struggling with alcoholism and mental illness. “It was a collective
effort,” she said about her upbringing; her grandfather, aunt and uncle helped.
At one point, her mother asked if she wanted to come live with her. “I was 8, already a little
person,” she said. “I had my own room. I was enrolled in ballet, tap, swimming. I said, ‘No.’ ”

She saw her father only twice. A clerk in the Bronx County Courthouse, he died of a drug
overdose when she was 9. She inherited some money from him; it paid for five years of
Catholic school and her college education.
“Looking back on things with my mom, he was the only constant in my life,” Ms. Roldan said
of her husband. They saw less of her mother as she became addicted to drugs. Two years ago,
after she died at 54 of cirrhosis, they went to her apartment to pack up her belongings.
“It made me feel sad and guilty,” Ms. Roldan said about the disarray. The contrast with her
own apartment was stark: “There were mounds of medical stuff. She liked pictures and
frames, but they were all so old, and the glass was broken.” Ms. Roldan chose a picture of a
bird soaring — and brought it back to their apartment.
Lieutenant Ramirez also managed to move beyond a difficult childhood.
“He’s a bum,” he said dryly about his father, whom he met only once, when he was 24. His
mother raised her four sons and a daughter on her own.
As the oldest, “I was pretty much the other parent,” he said, smiling. “I diapered all of them,
including my little sister.”
“My mother and all my siblings, in their phones, have me as ‘The Boss,’ ” he added. Two of
his brothers followed him to Binghamton and joined his fraternity.
Last May, when his sister graduated from SUNY Albany, “it was a very big deal,” he said.
“She was the last one. I needed to make sure she finished.” Lieutenant Ramirez was in
Afghanistan at the time. As his family celebrated, Ms. Roldan passed her iPad around the
Olive Garden table, so he could Skype with everyone.
“It was a very high-stress environment,” Lieutenant Ramirez said of his second deployment.
“There were a lot of disagreements over nonsense.” Conflicts were compounded by the heat.
The meat thermometer he kept on his bike could hit 120 degrees.
As an officer, he had his own room, but felt more isolated than during his first deployment,
when he had shared a small tent with about 15 other soldiers. “I had so much time to think,”
he said. “People say officers are the loneliest.”
“You can’t fraternize with the enlisted men,” he added.
During his first deployment, there were no cellphones: Soldiers got 20 minutes a day for calls.
To sneak in an extra 20 minutes with Ms. Roldan, Lieutenant Ramirez rose at 3 a.m. and
walked a mile in the dark to the Morale Welfare Relaxation tent, which was set up with
phones. During that deployment, Ms. Roldan had her first epileptic seizure.

This time, the couple talked on their cellphones two or three times a day. And he was part of
Ms. Roldan’s daily life: When the toilet broke, she took her iPad into the bathroom and he
talked her through the repairs.
Lying in bed, Ms. Roldan would prop her iPad on a pillow and the two would discuss the
future: They both wanted a change, to leave Co-op City, where they had so much history. But
there was some disagreement: He wanted to move to Westchester County. She preferred
Harlem.
And he wanted to start a family: But “right away — boom!” Ms. Roldan said. She wanted
children, but worried about giving up her freedom. “I’m not ready yet.”
AS SOON AS Lieutenant Ramirez got home, he started reuniting with his friends. And Ms.
Roldan felt he had little time for her.
He has several social circles: “The band of brothers from my college fraternity, my college
buddies who were not in the fraternity,” he said in February, “my military buddies and my
friends from work.”
“Every weekend, the invitations come in,” he added. He and his friends meet at bars, clubs;
there are bachelor parties. At least twice a year, he goes with his friends to a resort in the
Dominican Republic. Wives are only occasionally included.
“We’ve argued a lot about it,” Ms. Roldan said.
“I feel like it’s a cultural thing,” she added. “It’s acceptable for Dominican men to go out with
men or hang out alone at a bar or a club.”
“It’s a Latin thing,” he put in. “Men like to hang out with men.”
Ms. Roldan didn’t wait around: She would head out to meet girlfriends at restaurants, clubs or
the theater. But she often felt bereft. “Last night, I went out because he went out,” she said. “I
felt, it’s Friday night. I’d like to be with my husband.”
Things had been easier after his first deployment. They started living together for the first time
in Virginia, where she had an internship. “We were away from his friends in New York City,”
she said.
In mid-February, Lieutenant Ramirez told her he had made plans to go to Colombia with
friends for a bachelor party.
She was furious: “My immediate reaction was ‘No!’ We haven’t even gone on our
honeymoon.” She works for an insurance company, and had been saving her days off so they
could go away. That’s why she had been late for his homecoming.

He couldn’t understand why the trip, one week in April, was such a big deal. “It’s my good
friend’s bachelor party,” he said. “Who am I to say no?”
He promised they would go somewhere together in June.
She loves to travel, and has been to China and Paris with friends, but has rarely gone with him.
“I won’t hold my breath,” she said. She told him she would make plans to go with a friend of
hers to Argentina. “He slept on the couch that night.”
In March, they began doing more things together. Ms. Roldan started to think she needed to be
more patient, more adaptable. “I try him a lot,” she said. “I’m not a cupcake.”
And she thought about his nights in Afghanistan. “He’s making up for the year that he was
away,” she said.
HIS COLOMBIA TRIP passed quickly. “He called every day,” she said, “to make sure I was
O.K., and he texted ‘take your meds.’ ”
“But I did think about what he was doing,” she said quietly.
She decided to plan weekend activities ahead of time, “so Friday night doesn’t come around
with nothing to do, and his friends call,” she said.
In mid-April, she signed them up for a couples cooking class in Chelsea. They visited old
friends who had just had a baby.
And she decided to look into couples’ therapy. “Why?” her husband asked. “We don’t need
it.” Through her uncle, a major in the Judge Advocate General Corps, she heard about a family
support program, Strong Bonds, sponsored by the Army, that offers weekend retreats for
couples.
“Rafael liked that it was from the military,” she said. “He said, ‘If you want to.’ ”
They signed up for a retreat that will be held the last weekend of May.
A few weeks ago, the couple, along with Lieutenant Ramirez’s siblings and a cousin, strolled
from his mother’s apartment to Yankee Stadium. The day was sunny and cool; a few of them
sipped coconut vodka from plastic cups.
People were flooding the streets. But Lieutenant Ramirez, walking ahead with his brothers,
didn’t seem bothered. He stepped into the street to hug a fraternity brother who passed by. Ms.
Roldan hung back, chatting with her sister-in-law.
Then she headed into Billy’s Sports Bar, a cavernous tavern by the stadium, where they were
stopping for a pregame toast. She pressed her way through the throng to the bathroom. As she

came out, she scanned the enormous crowd, a blur of people celebrating. Spotting her tall
husband, she made her way toward him.
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/17/nyregion/home-from-afghanistan-and-learning-to-be-acouple-again.html?_r=1

Two WWI Veterans To Be Awarded for Outstanding Bravery Posthumously
Wall Street Hedge: May 15, 2015

President Barak Obama will award the Medal of Honor to two WWI veterans who have been
previously denied this mark of respect, due to racial and religious discrimination. The
distinction will be performed posthumously an hopes to set an example for the future
generations and also to take the highest stand against discrimination.
One of the two heroes is Pvt. William Henry Johnson, an African-American soldier who
fought in the 369th Infantry Regiment, 93rd Division, in the American Expeditionary Forces,
as stated in a press release that the White House issued.
He was a member of the “Harlem Hellfighters”, as the Germans called them because they
greatly feared them, as they had become famous for their fierce fighting . The French
respectfully referred to them as the “Men of Bronze” . They were stationed in France and
placed under French command, as black soldiers were not allowed to fight alongside white
American soldiers.
Only 21 years old at the time, he fought bravely to defend his comrades and himself in a
surprise attack by the German army. After firing only three shots, his riffle got jammed and
using it as a club instead, he jumped in the middle of the enemy soldiers.
Ultimately, he fought them using only his hands and still, somehow he managed to send the
Germans running and to prevent his colleague from being taken prisoner.A few days passed
until help got to them and Johnson was found barely alive, after he had sustained extensive
injuries.
He did not die that day however, but ten years later in the US, when he found himself
estranged from his family and friends and coping with the effects of alcoholism. Since he does
not have any relatives left, his Medal of Honor will be accepted by Command Sgt. Maj. Louis
Wilson member of the New York National Guard.
The second hero, Sergeant William Shemin was a Jewish soldier who also served in France in
WWI. His actions of bravery have saved some of his fellow soldiers from certain death. He
valiantly ran in open fire several times so as to save his wounded comrades. The last time that
he did that he sustained severe injuries to the head and was hospitalized for a long time
afterwards.

Ultimately, he received an honorable discharge and he went on with his life. He got a college
degree in Forestry from Syracuse University later on and managed to open a successful
landscaping business in his home town, the Bronx.
He even found time to start a family and has raised three wonderful children. Actually, it is the
eldest of his children who will be accepting the Medal of Honor on his behalf at the ceremony.
http://www.wallstreethedge.com/two-wwi-veterans-awarded/23229/

Man accepting Medal of Honor for Henry Johnson (Video)
CBS 6: May 15, 2015

Sergeant Henry Johnson will receive a Medal of Honor next month for his actions during
WWI in France.
The man who will be accepting the honor for Sergeant Johnson, will be Command Sergeant
Major Louis Wilson, the most senior enlisted soldier in the New York National Guard.
"I feel when I get there and stand there and see it, I hope I'm still standing, but I'm sure it will
be pretty emotional event," said Command Sergeant Major Louis Wilson.
http://www.cbs6albany.com/news/features/top-story/stories/man-accepting-medal-honorhenry-johnson-25525.shtml

WWI 'Harlem Hellfighter' Henry Johnson to Receive Medal of Honor
NBC: May 16, 2015

They called Sgt. Henry Johnson "Black Death," a soldier from the all-black "Harlem
Hellfighters" unit who fought off two dozen Germans with a gun and then a knife during
World War I.
But when the war ended and the lauds from President Theodore Roosevelt and the French,
who awarded him their nation's highest award for valor, the "Croix de Guerre avec Palme,"
faded into the recesses of American history, Johnson couldn't even get a pension. It was an era
of racial segregation and Johnson, who spoke out against racism in the Army in a 1919 speech,
died at age 32 after having spent his post service career as a porter for the rail service.
Now, nearly a century after his efforts in battle, the White House announced this week that
Johnson will receive the Medal of Honor. Johnson and another WWI veteran, William
Shemin, a Jewish sergeant who lied about his age in order to serve, and eventually led a
platoon in battle, will be awarded the nation's highest military honor on June 2.
Shemin's daughter will accept the award on his behalf. Johnson's award will be accepted by
Command Sergeant Major Louis Wilson of the New York National Guard.

For New York lawmakers, including former Sen. Alfonse D'Amato and New York Sen. Chuck
Schumer, the quest to ensure Johnson's efforts were recognized was a nearly twenty year saga
requiring exhaustive research, getting legislation approved by Congress to waive the statute of
limitations, and advocacy by historians.
"Sgt. Henry Johnson, an Albany resident and Harlem Hellfighter, is a true American hero,
who displayed the most profound battlefield bravery in World War I, yet the nation for which
he was willing to give his life shamefully failed to recognize his heroics, just because he was a
black man," Schumer said in a statement.
"This century-old injustice finally made right will be a profound gesture that will rectify a sad
chapter in American history. And our nation will finally say 'Thank-you' to Sergeant Johnson,
and the countless other African Americans who put their lives on the line for a nation that
failed to treat them with full equality before the law," Schumer said.
In the early 1900s, Johnson, who was living in Albany, New York, was inspired by the Army's
recruitment efforts to join an African American regiment nicknamed "the Harlem Hellfighters"
to help with the campaign in Europe. Johnson and his comrades were deployed to Europe and
given menial tasks like digging latrines.
But as France struggled to keep up its war efforts, Gen. John Pershing lent the French the
"Harlem Hellfighters" with one bit of advice: Keep a close watch on the black soldiers because
they are "inferior" to whites, according to the New York State Military Museum.
The French outfitted Johnson, who was a private at the time, and fellow soldier Needham
Roberts, a private from Trenton, New Jersey, in French helmets and weapons, taught them a
smattering of French phrases and sent them to an outpost at the edge of the Argonne Forest,
according to Smithsonian Magazine.
It wasn't long before Johnson heard the "snippin' and clippin'" of Germans cutting the wire
fences near the French camp. He and Roberts jumped into action and lobbed grenades into the
night in the direction of German fire, according to historical accounts.
Eventually, the two men were surrounded. Johnson swung his gun, which had jammed, at the
enemy forces and when that broke and he was hit on the head, he whipped out a bolo knife and
slashed a path for he and Roberts to escape.
"Each slash meant something, believe me," Johnson later said, according to historical records
and Smithsonian Magazine. "I wasn't doing exercises, let me tell you."
When it was all done, Johnson had killed four German soldiers and wounded roughly 20 more.
He suffered 21 wounds during the melee and his effort helped hold the line against the
Germans.
"There wasn't anything so fine about it," Johnson would later say, according to the
Smithsonian article. "Just fought for my life. A rabbit would have done that."

Johnson returned to his home country a hero and rode with the Harlem Hellfighters in a Fifth
Avenue parade. He was also promoted to sergeant and the military used his likeness to recruit
and sell war stamps with an ad campaign that read: "Henry Johnson licked a dozen Germans.
How many stamps have you licked?"
But because his discharge papers didn't mention his injuries, which included a severely
damaged foot, or his battle efforts, Johnson never received a pension. Nor did he receive, at
the time, the Purple Heart, which is awarded to those wounded in military service.
Johnson's story faded into history.
Then, in 1999, a local historian and Vietnam veteran John Howe brought Johnson's story to
the attention of Schumer's office, according to congressional aides.
Staffers struggled to find facts and information that were seemingly lost to history. Schumer
took Johnson's case to some of the highest levels of the Pentagon, office aides said, but the
criteria for awarding the Medal of Honor is strict and without thorough documentation and
after the death of Howe, the quest was stymied.
Then a few years ago, a young congressional staffer named Caroline Wekselbaum came across
an article about Johnson. She asked about previous efforts and asked the senator and his staff
if she could poke around on it.
She dug up records online that were thought lost and, because she did military casework for
Schumer, she knew what the Army awards branch needed.
After a few weeks of intense searches, she found a communique from Gen. Pershing that few
knew existed. Written shortly after the battle, Pershing reported Johnson's acts and
recommended him for bravery.
She then found other documents from Johnson's foxhole buddy, Needham Roberts, and others
who give the needed firsthand accounts.
Armed with this new evidence, Wekselbaum reworked the original Medal of Honor
application.
"I loved working on this - it's very gratifying to see it actually happening after years of hard
work by so many people, " Wekselbaum told NBC News.
The Army confirmed that new information used to approve Johnson's award included battle
accounts from his colleagues.
"After a formal review, it was determined that Sgt. Henry Johnson's actions warranted
approval," Army spokesman Wayne Hall told NBC News.
Johnson's story has recently become more well known.

In the 1990s, Albany erected a monument to honor Johnson. The bust was placed in a traffic
circle at the intersection of Henry Johnson Boulevard and Willett Street.
President Bill Clinton posthumously awarded Johnson a Purple Heart, and the story of the
"Harlem Hellfighters" has been crafted into a graphic novel.
Johnson's son, Herman Johnson, who was a major flew during World War II as part of the allblack Tuskegee Airmen, according to the Smithsonian, was thrilled to learn that his father was
buried with full honors in Arlington National Cemetery. Herman Johnson died in 2004.
"It took years of exhaustive research to prove his claim, impassioned advocacy by local
historians and by his relations, and legislation passed through both houses of Congress to
waive the statute of limitations on his award to get this done, but the effort has finally paid
off," Schumer said in a statement. "It will be one of my proudest accomplishments as senator
to see our country's highest military honor bestowed upon Henry Johnson."
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/wwi-harlem-hellfighter-receive-medal-honorn359831

New York Army National Guard promotes two area residents
The Leader: May 15, 2015

The New York Army National Guard recently promoted Jeremy Campbell, of Hornell, and
Kaitlyn Callahan, of Corning, to the ranks of specialist.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability and development potential.
These promotions additionally recognize the best-qualified soldiers for a career in the New
York Army National Guard.
http://www.the-leader.com/article/20150515/NEWS/150519693

New York Command Sergeant Major to receive Medal of Honor for World War
I hero
Army.mil: May 21, 2015

New York Army National Guardsman, Louis
Wilson, has done a lot in a 39-year career.
The retired Rochester, New York police officer, has been the top
noncommissioned officer at the section, platoon, battery, battalion,

brigade and general officer command level; and since 2014, the command
sergeant major of the New York National Guard. He deployed to Kuwait
and Iraq as brigade command sergeant major in 2004 to 2005, responded
to countless floods and snowstorms, and the attack on the World Trade
Center in 2001.
On June 2, he'll receive the Medal of Honor on behalf of Sgt. Henry
Johnson, a New York Army Guard Soldier, who distinguished himself in
World War I, but died in relative obscurity in 1929.
Since Johnson has no living relatives, Wilson will receive Johnson's
medal from President Barack Obama during a ceremony at the White House.
"It's an incredible honor," Wilson said.
"I am excited, happy, that I am the person selected for this to
represent the Soldiers and especially the enlisted corps for this. To
receive this honor on his behalf from the president," Wilson said.
Because Henry Johnson was an enlisted New York National Guard Soldier,
and since the command sergeant major represents the interests of the
New York National Guard's enlisted Soldiers, it makes sense to have him
accept the medal, explained Maj. Gen. Patrick Murphy, the adjutant
general of New York.
Like hundreds of thousands of other Americans, 20-year old Henry
Johnson, a baggage handler at the Albany train station, wanted to serve
his country, which had entered World War I. However, due to Johnson's
race, he could only join the relatively few all black units that served

in a segregated Army.
So he traveled to Brooklyn in June of 1917, and enlisted in Company C
of the 15th Regiment of the New York National Guard.
Organized in 1913 and based in Harlem, the 15th New York National
Guard, was what was then known as a "colored regiment." By 1918, it was
in France, renumbered as the 369th Infantry Regiment.
The U.S. Army didn't train black Soldiers to fight in the trenches at
that time, so they were assigned to logistics duties instead of being
trained to fight in the trenches.
Desperate for fresh troops in the face of renewed German attacks, the
369th Infantry was loaned to the French Army, whose African colonial
troops had been fighting since 1914.
The 369th Infantry traded their American rifles and helmets for French
rifles and helmets and went into the French trench line facing German
troops.
On May 14, 1918, Johnson and Pvt. Needham Roberts were on outpost duty
when as many as 24 Germans attacked them. It was standard German
practice to capture prisoners for intelligence gathering purposes.
Johnson and Roberts stood their ground. When Roberts was wounded,
Johnson continued fighting with his rifle, a knife, and even bare
fists: killing at least four of the Germans -- including one with the
knife -- and wounding the others.
The French Army gave Johnson the Croix de Guerre with palm. His own

Army gave him nothing, although former President Theodore Roosevelt
lauded him as "one of the five bravest American Soldiers of the war."
Johnson was written about in the newspapers and then forgotten.
But in the 1990s, a campaign began to have the Army relook at Johnson's
case. In 2003, he was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross. Another look at his record and relevant documents resulted in
the decision to present the Medal of Honor.
The opportunity to represent Henry Johnson, the New York Army National
Guard and the Army at the White House ceremony is tremendous, Wilson
said.
"With Sgt. Johnson, I can equate that he was a New York National Guard
Soldier and, in a way, I am his command sergeant major," Johnson said.
" I have been thinking about that a lot lately."
He also feels a special connection to Johnson because they share the
common bond of being African-American as well as being National Guard
Soldiers, Wilson said.
"But unlike in his day, in which he was never recognized, today, we are
recognized," Wilson said. "He paved the way for African American
Soldiers."
"Where they served in segregated units today, we fight side-by-side as
a team," he added.
Like Johnson, he served in a combat zone, and like Johnson, he traveled
from his home city-in his case Rochester, and in Johnson's case

Albany-in order to serve. Although he lived and worked in Rochester, he
served in units located across the state of New York during his career,
Wilson said.
"In his attitude of him wanting to serve his country, it feels the same
way I do because I wanted to serve," Wilson added.
As a Rochester-native, he never thought too much about Henry Johnson,
Wilson said. But when he moved to the Albany, New York to take on his
current duties, that changed, Wilson said.
In Albany, people drive along Henry Johnson Boulevard and in Albany's
Washington Park, there is a bust of Henry Johnson. Children attend
Henry Johnson Charter School. The story of the effort to have the Medal
of Honor awarded to Johnson was front page news.
"People talk about him all the time," Wilson said.
He learned more about Johnson and that makes the honor of standing in
for him at the White House event more awe inspiring, Wilson explained.
One image of Johnson, in particular, sticks out in his mind, Wilson
said.
In the photograph, taken after the 369th returned to New York in 1919,
Johnson is standing in uniform with his Croix de Guerre and other
ribbons pinned on, displaying a wide smile.
"I wonder how he felt at that time," Wilson said. "He went through a
horrific fight, for the life of himself and his battle buddy and to see
him afterwards wearing those medals, I wonder how he felt. It gives me

a sense of wonder. It makes me say wow."
http://www.army.mil/article/148879/New_York_Command_Sergeant_Major_to_receive_Med
al_of_Honor_for_World_War_I_hero/

Army Guardsman killed in motorcyle accident in Saratoga Springs
Times Union: May 18, 2015

A 19-year-old Army Guardsman from Galway died Sunday from injuries sustained in a
motorcycle accident on the top floor of the Woodlawn Avenue parking garage in Saratoga
Springs, police said.
In a statement released Monday morning, police said the motorcyclist, Michael Mattice of
Galway, suffered severe injuries in the accident at around 9:27 p.m. Sunday, and later died.
Police were still piecing together what happened, but initial information suggested Mattice
accidently drove a Yamaha motorcycle into a parked car and garage wall, which caused
massive trauma, mostly to his chest, according to Saratoga Springs Police Sgt. Shane Crooks.
Mattice joined the New York Army National Guard in March 2014, according to the state
Division of Military and Naval Affairs. The private served as a scout in A Troop Second
Squadron 101st Calvary based in Geneva, Ontario County.
It’s unclear what made him lose control of the bike, Crooks said. “That’s what we are trying to
get to the bottom of,” he said. There were witnesses to the accident, but police are seeking
others. Those with information were asked to call police at 584-1800.
The police’s traffic and criminal investigations units, as well as firefighters, responded to the
scene. The third level of the parking garage was closed for several hours while police tried to
reconstruct what happened.
The parking garage at Woodlawn Avenue opened three summers ago at a cost of more than $5
million. It contains 454 parking spaces.
“You don’t expect to have a fatal accident in a parking garage,” Crooks said.
http://blog.timesunion.com/saratogaseen/motorcyclist-killed-in-saratoga-springs-parkinggarage/23943/

Valley to honor fallen troops
Poughkeepsie Journal: May 19, 2015:
May 22, 2015

Mid-Hudson Valley communities will host parades, prayer services and more to honor those
who served and sacrificed in defense of the nation. Below is a list of events planned for May
21-26 to honor those who died serving our country.

MAY 21
CASTLE POINT
Ceremony — Castle Point VA Hospital, River Memorial Garden, Route 9D. 2 p.m. May 21.
Guest speaker will be Maj. Emilio Melendez. He is the 105th Security Forces Squadron
operations officer, Stewart Air National Guard Base, Newburgh. Contact Yvette RodriguezCacho, 845-831-2000 Ext. 5135.
MAY 22
HYDE PARK
USO show — Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, Route 9. 7 p.m. May
22. Evening of World War II era entertainment, comedy, Big Band music, historic newsreels.
Free. 845-486-7745. www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu.
MAY 23
HYDE PARK
Encampment — Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, Route 9. 10 a.m.-4
p.m. May 23-24. Bivouac World War II encampment. Displays of vehicles, weapons,
uniforms. Free. 845-486-7745. www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu.
MAY 24
CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE
Ceremony — Soldier & Sailor Fountain, South Avenue. 2 p.m. May 24. Hosted by City of
Poughkeepsie and American Legion Lafayette Post No. 37. Contact Jacquemae Perotta, 845452-5960 or email perrotta305@aol.com.
Ceremony — Flag Pole in the center of the Walkway Over the Hudson. 8 p.m. May 24.
Illuminate the Walkway hosted by Dutchess County Executive Marc Molinaro and Dutchess
County Division of Veterans Services. Flag ceremony with the Pleasant Valley American
Legion, Highland Veterans of Foreign Wars and New York State Park Police. A retired flag
will be presented to the family of Capt. Trevor Jon Yurista, USMC, a lifelong resident of
Pleasant Valley and Poughkeepsie area who was killed in action in Afghanistan. The event
will also feature Buglers Across America spanning the Walkway to play Taps. The public is
invited to help illuminate the Walkway during this special event by bringing a flashlight, glow
stick or other non-flammable, lighted object. Contact Dutchess County Division of Veterans
Services, 845-486-2060.
HOPEWELL JUNCTION

Parade and ceremony — Route 376, Hopewell Junction Recreation Park. 3:30 p.m. May 24.
Hosted by Sons of Italy and America, Joe DiMaggio Lodge. Contact Richard Palazzo, 914489-0319 or email disvet381@aol.com.
KINGSTON
Ceremony — Ulster County Office Building, 244 Fair St. 1 p.m. May 24. Ulster County
Memorial Roll of Honor ceremony. Contact Ulster County Executive’s Office, 845-340-3800.
PAWLING
Ceremony — Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, 22 Coulter Ave. 11:30 a.m. May 24. Hosted by
Congregation of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. Contact John Ford, 845-416-5576.
VILLAGE OF FISHKILL
Parade and ceremony — Main Street. 2 p.m. May 24. Hosted by Village of Fishkill and VFW
Post No. 1286. Contact Angela Arasim, 845-897-4430 or email angiea@vofishkill.com.
MAY 25
AMENIA
Parade and ceremony — Fountain Square, intersections of Routes 22 & 44, near M&T Bank.
10:45 a.m. May 25. Hosted by Town of Amenia, VFW Post No. 5444 and Wassaic Volunteer
Firefighters. Contact Vicki Doyle, 845-489-7826 or email vdoyle@ameniany.gov.
BEACON
Parade and ceremony — Fishkill Creek Bridge. May 25. Sailor service at 8:30 a.m. with
parade and ceremony at 10 a.m. Hosted by American Legion Beacon Post No. 203. Contact
Louis Humphreys, 845-527-4010 or email luis45678@aol.com.
BEEKMAN
Parade and ceremony — 1189 Route 216 (formerly Clove Excavators), ceremony at Beekman
Town Hall. 10 a.m. May 25. Hosted by Town of Beekman. Contact Rachael Rancourt, 845724-5300 Ext. 221.
EAST FISHKILL
Parade and ceremony — East Fishkill Community Center and East Fishkill Memorial, Route
82 and Beekman Road. 10:45 a.m. May 25. Hosted by American Legion Manny Bacon Post
No. 1758, Town of East Fishkill. Contact Gina Grippo, 845-221-4303 or email
grippog@eastfishkillny.org, or Kevin Hathron, 845-264-5159 or email khath48@yhaoo.com.

HOPEWELL JUNCTION
Mass — St. Denis Cemetery, 602 Beekman Road. 9 a.m. May 25. Hosted by St. Denis
Church. Contact Carl R. Valentino, 845-226-6002 or email carlvalentino@cs.com.
HYDE PARK
Parade — Roosevelt Theatres to Town Hall, Route 9. 10 a.m. May 25. Hosted by Hyde Park
Recreation. Contact Diane Cullen, 845-229-8086 Ext. 4 or email
recprogramleader@hydeparkny.us.
Ceremony — Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, Route 9. 1:30 p.m.
May 25. National Park Services memorial ceremony at FDR’s gravesite. Free. 845-486-7745.
www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu.
KINGSTON
Service and parade — Andrews Street, next to Kingston High School. 4:45 p.m. May 25.
Proceeds up Broadway and through the city’s Uptown business district before ending at Dietz
Memorial Stadium. The parade will be preceded, at 4 p.m., by a service in front of City Hall,
420 Broadway. www.ulstercountyalive.com.
MILAN
Parade and ceremony — Milan Town Hall, 20 Wilcox Circle, off Route 199. Noon. May 25.
Hosted by Town of Milan Veterans Committee. Contact Bill Gallagher, 845-758-5133 Ext. 2
or email supervisor@milan-ny.gov.
MILLBROOK
Parade and ceremony — Village Green and Tribute Garden Park. 10 a.m. May 25. Hosted by
Millbrook VFW Post No. 9008. Contact Walt Jacob, 845-677-8247 or Lonn Moore, 845-3924911 or email moorelonn@yahoo.com.
MILLERTON
Parade — Main Street. Hosted by American Legion Post No. 178. 10 a.m. May 25. Contact
Robert Jenks, 845-656-6466 or email topbobjenks1@hotmail.com.
PAWLING
Parade and ceremony — Utter Brothers, Memorial Drive to Veteran Memorial Plaza at the
Village Green. 9:30 a.m. May 25. Hosted by American Legion Hasler Kamp Post No. 215.
Contact John Claudet, 845-855-9477.
PINE PLAINS

Parade — Town Clock Memorial at South Main Street. 10 a.m. May 15. Hosted by
Shekomeko American Legion Post No. 426 and Pine Plains VFW Post No. 5519. Contact
Brian Coons, Town Supervisor, 518-965-1875 or email supervisor@pineplains-ny.gov.
PLEASANT VALLEY
Ceremony — Pleasant Valley Mill site, Main Street. 11 a.m. May 25. Guest speaker will be
Assemblyman Kieran Michael Lawlor. Hosted by Pleasant Valley American Legion Post No.
739. Contact Carl Rennia, 845-635-2626.
POUGHKEEPSIE
Ceremony — Dutchess County War Memorial, John K. Rinaldi Memorial Park, corner of
Raymond Avenue and Main Street. 11 a.m. May 25. Hosted by Dutchess County Executive
Marc Molinaro and Dutchess County Division of Veterans Services. Contact Dutchess County
Division of Veterans Services, 845-486-2060.
RED HOOK
Parade and ceremony — Begins at Red Hook High School and ends at Memorial Square Park.
10 a.m. May 25. Hosted by Red Hook VFW Post No. 7765. Contact William Moore, 845-7588175.
RHINEBECK
Ceremonyand parade — Village Streets and Rhinebeck Cemetery. 10:30 a.m. May 25. Hosted
by American Legion Post No. 429. Parade will include a Wounded Warrior Wagon pulled by
Percheron horses. Contact Wayne Rifenburgh, 914-474-6161, troypres@aol.com.
RHINECLIFF
Ceremony — Salute to the honored dead and flag raising in the hamlet. 9:15 a.m. May 25.
Hosted by American Legion Post No. 429. Contact Wayne Rifenburgh, 914-474-6161 or
email troypres@aol.com.
STAATSBURG
Ceremony — Veterans Honor Roll Monument, near the flagpole, Dinsmore Park on Old Post
Road. 8 a.m. May 25. An honor guard from the Staatsburg Fire Department will participate,
accompanied by members of the Amerscot Highland Pipe & Drum Band. In case of rain, the
ceremony will be held inside the Dinsmore Firehouse. Contact George Utter, 845-889-4633 or
Bob Linville, 845-889-4802.
STANFORD

Parade and ceremony — Grange Hall to Bangall Monument, Hunns Lake Road. 9 a.m. May
25. Hosted by Leroy Campell American Legion Post No. 1793. Contact John Quinn, 845-8687742.
TOWN OF WAPPINGER
Ceremony — Schlathaus Park, at the intersection of Myers Corners Road and All Angels Hill
Road. 2 p.m. May 25. Hosted by Town of Wappinger. Contact Donna Lenhart, 845-297-0720.
UNION VALE
Ceremony — On-The-Green, off Route 82. 9 a.m. May 25. Hosted by Union Vale Fire
Company. Contact David McMorris, 914-475-8397 or email dbmcmorris@optonline.net.
VILLAGE OF TIVOLI
Ceremony — Southside Red Church Cemetery, Route 9G. 10 a.m. May 25. Hosted by
American Legion Harris Smith Post No. 524. Contact Commander Thomas Mabie, 845-7581330.
VILLAGE OF WAPPINGERS FALLS
Ceremony — Mesier Park, Main Street and South Avenue. 9 a.m. May 25. Hosted by
American Legion Post 427 and VFW No. 5913. Contact Raymond C. Chase Jr., 845-2972943.
WINGDALE
Parade and ceremony — JH Ketchem Firehouse, Route 22. 9 a.m. May 25. Hosted by
American Legion Post No. 1949. Contact John Conto, 845-877-3771.
MAY 26
LAGRANGE
Remembrance and award ceremony — Arlington High School, Route 55. 6 p.m. May 26.
Seventeen Arlington High School students will receive the Charlie Johnson Moment Award.
Charlie Johnson, AHS Class of 1951, was killed in South Korea while saving the lives of nine
wounded soldiers, including fellow Arlington alumnus Donald Dingee (Class of 1950).
Reading of the names of Arlington alumni whose names are inscribed on the Arlington High
School Wall of Remembrance, which is dedicated to Arlington alumni who lost their lives
during military service. Keynote speaker will be Command Sergeant Major Ricky R. Davis, 327 Field Artillery Regiment, Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Musical selections by the Arlington
High School Symphonic Band. Rabbi Paul Golomb, Vassar Temple, will offer the invocation.

http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/news/local/2015/05/19/memorial-dayevents/27596855/

The New York Army National Guard announces promotions
Fairport East Rochester Post: May 20, 1015

Christopher Piper, of Webster, serving Troop A 2-101 Cavalry, was promoted to the rank of
private first class.
Hector Diaz, of Fairport, serving with the A Company 427th Brigade Support Battalion, was
promoted to the rank of sergeant.
Jacob Waterman, of Rochester, serving with the A Company 427th Brigade Support Battalion
was promoted to the rank of sergeant.
Amanda Zaleski, of Rochester, serving with the headquarters and headquarters company, 27th
Brigade Special Troops Battalion, was promoted to the rank of specialist.
http://www.fairport-erpost.com/article/20150520/NEWS/150529857/1994/NEWS

New York National Guard
NY National Guard holding annual Memorial Day ceremony
The Washington Times: May 21, 2015

The New York National Guard will be conducting a pre-Memorial Day ceremony honoring
military members who have died while serving their nation.
The ceremony is being held Thursday morning at the state Division of Military and Naval
Affairs headquarters in the Albany suburb of Latham.
The division’s civilian employees and military personnel of the Joint Forces HeadquartersNew York will attend the ceremony, which will include the placing of a wreath at the Military
Forces Memorial, a 21-gun salute and the playing of Taps.
Ray Sestak, a Vietnam veteran from Albany, will speak at the gathering.
Read more: http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/may/21/ny-national-guard-holdingannual-memorial-day-cere/#ixzz3alnjN1ZB

National Guard honors military forces ahead of Memorial Day
WTEN: May 21, 2015

The New York National Guard conducted a pre-Memorial Day ceremony honoring military
members who have died while serving their nation.
The ceremony was held Thursday morning at the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs
headquarters in Latham.
If a soldier has to be buried away from home and there is no time for a proper funeral, a pair of
military boots, a helmet and an inverted rifle with the bayonet down can serve as a cross on
that grave. The practice dates back to the Civil War.
The new memorial that was unveiled and dedicated on Thursday reflected that image.
“So we want to dedicate this location, this spot on our grounds on our headquarters to those
we have lost,” NYS Adjutant Major General Patrick Murphy said. “But not only in this most
recent conflict but from all periods of war, and whether they’ve been lost in combat or right
here at home.”
The division’s civilian employees and military personnel of the Joint Forces HeadquartersNew York attended. It included the placing of a wreath at the Military Forces Memorial, a 21gun salute and the playing of Taps.
http://news10.com/2015/05/21/national-guard-honors-military-forces-ahead-of-memorial-day/

Physical wounds not all that take soldiers' lives
Stamford (Connecticut) Advocate: May 21, 2015

The Advocate first published this in 2012. The following year, the National Society of
Newspaper Columnists cited it when honoring McKeever with the first-place award for
writing "general interest" columns in publications with circulation under 50,000 readers. His
regular "Party of One" column will return in two weeks.
With Memorial Day a few days away, I find myself thinking of those who sacrificed their
lives to protect our freedom. In particular, I think of Sgt. Matthew A. Proulx of the New York
State Army National Guard.
Matt, a Stamford native, attended high school with me in the 1980s when Trinity Catholic was
still Stamford Catholic. We weren't best friends but we ran with some of the same crowd. He
loved photography. In fact, I have a hard time imagining Matt without a bulky SLR dangling
from around his neck. He shot photos for the yearbook, had notable roles in a few school plays
and once in a while would hang out in the parking lot outside the Friendly's that used to be on
High Ridge Road. That's just what we did in our teen years back then.
Most of all, I remember Matt, like me, loved the band The Who. At prom his senior year,
someone -- maybe Matt himself -- convinced the DJ to play its anthem "Baba O'Riley." He
and some friends rallied together, fists in the air trying to channel Pete Townshend as they

sang and shouted the song's bridge: "Don't cry / Don't raise your eye / It's only teenage
wasteland!"
I don't recall seeing Matt after graduation, but it didn't surprise me to learn years later that he
moved to New York City and became a professional photographer. He even wrote a wellreceived handbook on how to be a photographer's assistant.
Then came Sept. 11, 2001.
His wife at time escaped by virtue of her being late that morning for her job at the World
Trade Center. In response, within weeks Matt joined the Guard. He found himself a few years
later escorting truck convoys as our country waged war in Iraq. His reward: a couple of
wounds during an ambush that "earned" him a Purple Heart.
He returned stateside, assigned to serve in a color guard unit that presided at military funerals.
However, the worst wound he received overseas -- the one inside -- never healed.
On April 4, 2007, sitting in his Honda Civic at his home in Buffalo, N.Y., Matt took his life, a
victim of the mental scars of war. His last valiant act came seconds before. Matt dialed 911,
explained what he was about to do, and asked the police to hurry.
"I don't want anyone else to get this gun," he told the operator, according to a published report
of that night. The gun was his military assault rifle.
The suicide rate of active soldiers, for the first time in measurement, now significantly exceeds
that of the general population. A recent report by U.S. Army researchers says suicides among
our soldiers rose 80 percent from 2004 to 2008. About two-fifths of these have been linked to
combat time in Iraq that caused depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress or other "disorders,"
such as substance abuse. These are the quietest byproducts of the war experience.
From what I know, Matt spent his final years like many veterans, suffering silently and
stoically from invisible injuries received in combat. That's apparently the military culture -suck it up or be labeled a weakling, unfit to serve or live.
I've read a dozen articles recently about the armed forces trying to change that through more
proactive screening, counseling and support of combat veterans. Until humanity can figure out
how to avoid the need for war, period, that's the best we can hope for so stories like Matt's
avoid tragic endings and the three lines right before that famous middle eight Matt and his
friend bellowed out on prom night, hold true:
"I don't need to fight
To prove I'm right
I don't need to be forgiven."

Stamford native and resident Kevin McKeever, whose nationally award-winning column
appears here every other Friday, is a freelance writer. Email him at kevin@writeonkevin.com
http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/Kevin-McKeever-Physical-wounds-not-allthat-take-6279644.php

Veterans
Vets honored by county legislature
WBNG: May 21, 2015

Thirteen veterans from Broome County were honored Thursday afternoon by the Broome
County Legislature at the fifth annual Veterans of Distinction Ceremony.
One-by-one members of the Broome County Legislature presented each vet with their own
award and read their military achievements.
“I don't deserve the award,” said Marine Corporal John McAuliffe, who served in the Korean
War. “There are a lot of other people who deserve it more than I do. They're not here to accept
it though. They just didn't make it. I was lucky.”
Those recognized were nominated through various veterans groups.
"When you see a veteran thank them, it's one of those things,” said 1st Sgt. David Youngs,
who served in the United States Navy and presently in the New York National Guard. “Those
that have paid the ultimate price, those are the ones that should be honored."
Among those honored were veterans from the Korean and Vietnam Wars.
http://www.wbng.com/news/local/Vets-honored-by-County-Legislature-304608831.html

