
Emergency Response 

Leaders credit national framework for effective COVID-19 response: 
Army News ServiceOctober 14, 2020 

AUSA: Wildfires, civil unrest, hurricanes, a pandemic, combat prep — the Army Guard 
had a busy year: 
Defense News, October 13, 2020 : 

Election chaos raises questions on military role: 
Associated Press, October 11, 2020 : 

History 

William “Wild Bill” Donovan, Awarded MOH October 14-15, 1918 : 
SOFREP.com, October 15, 2020  

New York Air National Guard 

New York Airmen help fight California fires: 
Nationalguard.mil, By Col. Richard Goldenberg | New York National Guard | Oct. 14, 
2020: 

New York Army National Guard  

Recruits become Rangers in Army Guard training program: 
nationalguard.mil, October 14, 2020 : 

Recruits become Rangers in Army Guard training program: 
Army.mil, October 14, 2020 : 

Veterans 

Veteran from Malverne honored for years of service: 
LI Herald.com, October 15, 2020 

 

Emergency Response 

Leaders credit national framework for effective COVID-19 response  

Army News ServiceOctober 14, 2020: 
 

WASHINGTON -- Foundational efforts set through the Department of Homeland 
Security's National Response Framework were critical to the joint military response to 
COVID-19, U.S. Army North's commander said Wednesday. 



"The National Response Framework works," as U.S. Northern Command 
synchronized military capabilities to assist Federal Emergency Management Agency 
missions, said Lt. Gen. Laura Richardson. 

Once the pandemic hit, the Army called on thousands of active-duty, National Guard, 
and Reserve Soldiers to support the government-led response to COVID-19. 

As the Joint Force Land Component Command, Army North assisted in that 
endeavor by sending approximately 10,000 Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines to 
support 10 states, 31 cities, 47 hospitals, and nine alternate care facilities, 
Richardson said during this year's Association of the U.S. Army Annual Meeting and 
Exposition. 

Many of those troops were Army Reserve medical personnel who deployed in 
scalable teams, officials said. 

National Guard members also performed a wide array of missions in response to the 
virus, said Lt. Gen. Jon Jensen, Army National Guard director. 

The DOD mobilized the Guard either under federal active-duty service using Title 10 
orders or through state-led assistance under Title 32. 

At the peak of operations, close to 50,000 Guard Soldiers and Airmen were involved 
in virus-related missions across the contiguous United States, Jensen added. They 
supported COVID-19 screening processes by testing more than 9.3 million people 
and distributed close to 400 million masks, gloves, gowns, and various other 
equipment to critical points of need. 

"Our traditional military skills, developed and honed over multiple overseas 
deployments and training exercises, were quickly adapted to this new environment,” 
he said. In this year alone, the Guard also responded to hurricanes and wildfires, civil 
unrest, and other local and state emergencies. 

"This challenging year has shown, once again, the National Guard possesses the 
capabilities, capacities and connections to respond in mass, while simultaneously 
supporting the National Defense Strategy," Jensen added. 

Additionally, more than 3,000 Reserve Soldiers aided in the rapid mobilization of 
engineering, legal, and intelligence support, said Lt. Gen. Jody Daniels, chief of the 
Army Reserve. 

More than 180 emergency preparedness liaison officers provided advisory support as 
Army subject-matter experts throughout all 10 FEMA regions. Reservists from the 
416th Theater Engineer Command also aided in developing military medical facilities 
to better support the force at large. 



"The Army Reserve has been in this from the beginning, providing the forces and 
capabilities needed to support the Department of Defense's whole-of-nation 
response," Daniels added. The Reserve will continue to work with "interagency 
partners to ensure the health and safety of our Soldiers, families, civilians and 
retirees, at home and abroad." 

Early efforts 

Secretary of Defense Mark T. Esper focused on three priorities early on: protecting 
DOD personnel, sustaining mission readiness, and carrying out a government-wide 
response, said Robert Salesses, deputy assistant secretary of defense for Homeland 
Defense Integration and Defense Support of Civil Authorities. 

As ARNORTH helped prioritize resources at the national level, a joint-agency effort 
worked to assemble personnel, equipment, and infrastructure to support the growing 
demand. Government leaders decided to augment forces with Title 10 medical 
personnel, Richardson said. 

Calling up these forces is often considered a "'last resort,'" she added. 

In March, DOD leaders deployed three expeditionary field hospitals -- two to New 
York City and one to Seattle, Richardson said. Many locations in those cities required 
the use of tents, equipment, medical and support personnel. 

"New York City public hospitals desperately needed help," Richardson said. "Medical 
providers were overwhelmed, overworked, and out of hope. By working with FEMA 
and the [local] emergency managers, we quickly sent DOD medical providers into 
those hospitals [and] immediately made an impact. 

"The golden rule in responding to a crisis is, 'Don't be late to [a point of] need,'" she 
added. "This was a sure way of getting the DOD's capabilities there in time by going 
straight into the hospitals, and not waiting for patients to show up at an alternate care 
facility." 

 Quick implementation of force health protection guidance throughout the DOD was 
also critical to personnel living or operating across all military installations, Salesses 
said. 

Information provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
Department of Health and Human Services led to necessary protection measures 
and restricted military movements. 

Both domestically and internationally, the DOD provided immediate capabilities in 
response to the virus, Salesses added. The Defense Logistics Agency, for example, 
worked thousands of contracts to fulfill the government's need for supplies. 



Meanwhile, the U.S. Transportation Command guaranteed airlift support of crucial 
materials and assets throughout the country. 

Internationally, the DOD assisted over 135 countries by providing laboratory and 
diagnostic assistance or supplies, all while committing capabilities to more than 30 
field hospitals across the combatant commands. 

The Army Corps of Engineers was also instrumental in developing alternative care 
facilities, as their work provided more than 16,000 beds in major cities, he said. 
Moreover, the Army is continuing to lead a joint-agency effort under Operation Warp 
Speed to develop a COVID-19 vaccine and treatment. 

"As a nation, we learned a lot" during the response, Salasses added. "I think we will 
carry a lot of these lessons as we move forward." 

https://www.army.mil/article/239926/leaders_credit_national_framework_for_effective
_covid_19_response 
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AUSA: Wildfires, civil unrest, hurricanes, a pandemic, combat prep — the Army 
Guard had a busy year  

Defense News, October 13, 2020 :: 
 

If a major event happened in the United States or even overseas this year, the Army 
National Guard probably had a piece of it. 

 The Guard responded for overseas operations, hurricanes, wildfires and other 
disasters and multiple civil unrest scenarios that required quick-reaction forces to 
back up local police departments. All of that came, of course, in the midst and, of 
course, the unprecedented impact of the global pandemic COVID-19. 

 Leaders from key states and the commanding general of the Guard spoke Tuesday 
at the Association of the U.S. Army’s Annual Meeting and Exposition. 

 For the Guard members in and around New York, by most measures the epicenter 
of COVID-19′s early and ongoing strike on the U.S. population, their work started 
early and continues daily. 

Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, adjutant general of New York, referenced both the 9/11 
attacks and Hurricane Sandy as points of major response for the state’s soldiers, but 
neither of those events compared to the Guard’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has had “unprecedented scope and length.” 

https://www.army.mil/article/239926/leaders_credit_national_framework_for_effective_covid_19_response
https://www.army.mil/article/239926/leaders_credit_national_framework_for_effective_covid_19_response


 The Guard initially sent 200 soldiers to the New Rochelle suburb of New York City, 
but that quickly ramped up to 3,700 troops across the state, Shields said. 

 Those Guard members have been drawn from many units, the bulk of the work has 
been tasked to the 369th Sustainment Brigade and the 27th Infantry Combat Team, 
he said. 

 There have also been 3,600 active duty service members involved in the virus 
response in New York City since March, he said. 

 Between March and August, Guard members served 52 million meals in the city and 
another 2 million meals upstate. 

 They’ve staffed seven warehouses, handling 37 million pallets of supplies. They’ve 
even enlisted soldiers in running call centers, answering more than 278,000 calls 
regarding COVID needs. 

 Unique to COVID, as compared to 9/11 and Hurricane Sandy, the disaster was 
statewide and taxed resources across the area of operations, whereas 9/11 was 
isolated mostly to lower Manhattan and Sandy struck New York City and the Hudson 
Valley, along with coastlines in New York and New Jersey. 

The most sobering duty the Guard has assisted with has been to handle and store 
bodies of those lost to COVID-19. 

 Shields said that Guard members have assisted the Office of the Chief Medical 
Examiner of New York City to recover 2,888 bodies of people who died in their 
homes in New York City. 

 At the same time, soldiers have assembled and shipped more than 2.5 million 
COVID-19 test kits and conducted 535,000 COVID tests and counting, he said. 

 In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, California and Oregon saw the worst wildfire 
season since 2003 and deployed more than 2,000 Guard soldiers to fight them there 
and in nearby states, said Maj. Gen. Matthew Beevers, assistant adjutant general of 
the California National Guard. 

 The fires consumed more than 3 million acres, an area the size of Connecticut. 
Troops have evacuated 27,000 residents and pulled in assets that included more 
than 15 helicopters, four C-130 cargo planes that have run 184 sorties, dropping 4.81 
million gallons of water on targets. 

 But beyond battling the immense fires, they’ve used an entire squadron of drones, 
which logged more than 1,159 flight hours, to monitor the initiation and spread of 
wildfires, mapping 27 blazes across the state, he said. 



 A space team has also used space-based assets to detect 22 new fire starts that 
could not have been detected by other means, Beevers said. 

 While all this was going on, the COVID-19 pandemic cost the Guard 19,000 school 
seats for training sessions that were cancelled and three of their four Combat 
Training Center rotations were cancelled, said. Lt. Gen. Jon Jensen, director of the 
Army National Guard. 

 An ongoing border security mission in Texas pulled in 1,700 troops over the past 
year, down from a height of 2,100 since the current mission began in 2018, said Maj. 
Gen. Tracy Norris, adjutant general of the Texas National Guard. 

 During that ongoing mission, the Texas Army Guard also sent 1,000 soldiers for 
hurricane relief operations and another 1,300 soldiers to support overseas 
operations, she said. 

 Viruses, fires and hurricanes weren’t the only challenges Guard members faced. 

 In Wisconsin, Guard members were called up on at least five mobilizations in 
response to civil unrest. Three took place following the police-involved death of 
George Floyd, which saw mobilizations in Milwaukee, Madison, Racine and Kenosha 
in the days following his death, said Air Force Maj. Gen. Paul Knapp, Wisconsin 
National Guard adjutant general. Then in June, protests again in Madison resulted in 
a Guard response. 

 In late August, following the police-involved shooting death of Jacob Blake in 
Kenosha, a quick reaction force of 125 soldiers was sent at the request of the 
governor and local police. That force grew to 1,000 within a few days, and later to 
2,000 troops; 1,300 were from Wisconsin units and the remaining soldiers from units 
out of Michigan, Alabama and Arizona, Knapp said. 

 As these events unfolded, units such as the Minnesota Army National Guard’s 1st 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division, continued through their 
National Training Center rotations. The 1st ABCT’s ,preparations were somewhat 
limited because, just as they had completed company-level preparations and 
returned home, COVID-19 struck. 

 Col. Timothy Kemp, head of the 1st ABCT, and other commanders had to coordinate 
moving 5,000 soldiers from 20 states, following individual state requirements for 
COVID-19 precautions. They used mobile testing labs in both Minnesota and at a 
gathering point at Fort Knox, Kentucky. 

 Those soldiers were tested and screened for 14 days prior to movement to Fort 
Irwin, California, for training. Then tested again upon arrival, Kemp said. 



https://www.defensenews.com/digital-show-dailies/ausa/2020/10/13/wildfires-civil-
unrest-hurricanes-a-pandemic-combat-prep-the-army-guard-had-a-busy-year/ 

 

Election chaos raises questions on military role  

Associated Press, October 11, 2020 :: 
 

 

It's a question Americans are unaccustomed to considering in a presidential election 
campaign: Could voting, vote-counting or the post-vote reaction become so chaotic 
the U.S. military would intervene? 

 WASHINGTON (AP) — It's a question Americans are unaccustomed to considering 
in a presidential election campaign: Could voting, vote-counting or the post-vote 
reaction become so chaotic the U.S. military would intervene? 

The answer is yes, but only in an extreme case. There is normally no need for the 
military to play any role in an election. The Constitution keeps the military in a narrow 
lane — defending the United States from external enemies. Civil order is left largely 
to civilian police. But there is an obscure law, the Insurrection Act, that theoretically 
could thrust the active-duty military into a police-like role. And governors have the 
ability to use the National Guard in state emergencies if needed. 

 The potential use of troops, either active duty or National Guard, at the polls or in 
post-election unrest has been discussed by governors and military leaders. The 
possibilities arise as President Donald Trump asserts without evidence that mail-in 
balloting will create election fraud and suggests he might not accept an election loss. 
Stationing troops at polling places on Election Day — even if just to protect citizens 
as they vote — raises worries about voter intimidation. 

 Here are some questions and answers about possible military involvement in the 
election: 

 Why wouldn't the military get involved? 

Civilian control of the military is a bedrock principle of American democracy. It means 
men and women in uniform answer to civilian leaders like the secretary of defense, 
and they stay apart from politics. They pledge their loyalty to the Constitution and the 
nation's laws, not to a political party or a president. 

https://www.defensenews.com/digital-show-dailies/ausa/2020/10/13/wildfires-civil-unrest-hurricanes-a-pandemic-combat-prep-the-army-guard-had-a-busy-year/
https://www.defensenews.com/digital-show-dailies/ausa/2020/10/13/wildfires-civil-unrest-hurricanes-a-pandemic-combat-prep-the-army-guard-had-a-busy-year/


 Gen. Mark Milley, who as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the nation's top 
military officer, has told Congress the military is committed to staying apolitical and 
steering clear of any election role. 

 "In the event of a dispute over some aspect of the elections, by law U.S. courts and 
the U.S. Congress are required to resolve any disputes, not the U.S. military," he 
said in written answers to questions from two Democratic members of the House 
Armed Service Committee. "I foresee no role for the U.S. armed forces in this 
process." 

 Milley said service members must not get involved in the transfer of power after an 
election. In other words, don't expect to see troops intervening if there is a dispute 
over who won. 

 What could the National Guard do? 

 The military is made up of active duty, National Guard and Reserves. In all but 
extreme cases, active-duty troops are used for war to protect the nation, not against 
American citizens on domestic soil. 

 National Guard units are in every state and are controlled by the governor, not the 
federal government. 

Governors routinely mobilize their Guard members for emergencies, such as natural 
disasters, and they can use them to help enforce the law during events such as riots. 

 But usually law enforcement takes the lead, and Guard forces support it. During civil 
unrest this year, governors used Guard troops to tamp down violence and provide 
security. They could do so again. 

 To bolster that effort, the National Guard Bureau has designated military police units 
in two states to serve as rapid reaction forces to respond quickly if a governor seeks 
help from other states to control civil unrest. 

 In a national emergency, such as the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, a president can 
deploy the Guard in a federal status to support the active-duty military. The president 
has the authority to federalize the Guard for use in a domestic emergency, but there 
are questions about whether a state's governor can try to block such a move. 

What about the Insurrection Act? 

The president has the authority under the Insurrection Act of 1807 to dispatch active-
duty military in states that are unable to put down an insurrection or are defying 
federal law. Under the law, the president can activate troops without a governor's 
approval as long as specific conditions are met, such as if the violence is interfering 
with the execution of laws there. 



Would potential post-election violence amount to an insurrection? 

That might be open to debate. It's not clear if states could legally block any 
presidential use of the Insurrection Act. 

In the last half-century, presidents have sent the military to Southern states to 
enforce school desegregation in the 1950s and 1960s, at times without gubernatorial 
consent. And troops were sent to Los Angeles when the California governor sought 
federal help during the 1992 riots. But it has not happened in connection with a 
presidential election in modern times. 

In June, Trump considered invoking the Insurrection Act to use active-duty forces to 
quell unrest following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis police custody. 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper opposed using military troops for law enforcement. 
He argued publicly that the Insurrection Act should be invoked "only in the most 
urgent and dire of situations," and added, "We are not in one of those situations 
now." 

Still, it would be unprecedented for military leaders to refuse to follow a presidential 
order invoking the act. 

What about security at the polls? 

Democrats fear that Trump supporters will try to intimidate Democratic voters at 
polling places to scare them from voting. Trump added to those worries in the Sept. 
29 debate, urging his supporters "to go into the polls and watch very carefully 
because that's what has to happen." 

 Several state leaders, including New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, have raised the 
possibility of using Guard troops for security at the polls. Others used the Guard 
during primary elections. At times, they wore civilian clothes and filled in for poll 
workers who were absent because of the COVID-19 pandemic. They also helped by 
cleaning polling places or directing traffic. But they must stay out of the polling 
process. 

 A uniformed military presence at the polls, however, raises worries. 

 Michele Flournoy, a Democrat who is considered a leading candidate to become the 
first female defense secretary if Joe Biden wins, said the Guard should be used only 
if police are overwhelmed. But she warned using Guard troops at the polls could "be 
very intimidating to voters. I hope we don't get there as a nation." 

 https://www.newstribune.com/news/national/story/2020/oct/11/election-chaos-raises-
questions-on-military-role/844875/ 
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History 

William “Wild Bill” Donovan, Awarded MOH October 14-15, 1918  

SOFREP.com, October 15, 2020 : 
 

William “Wild Bill” Donovan is one of the giants and fathers of the American 
intelligence community. But before he became a spymaster, he fought in World War I 
in the infantry and was a war hero. 

After studying law at Columbia University, where he was a classmate of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, Donovan became a partner in a law firm in Buffalo, New York. 
There he decided to help form and lead a troop of cavalry for the New York National 
Guard. His unit was mobilized and sent to Mexico during the punitive campaigns to 
catch Pancho Villa. 

Upon returning from Mexico, Donovan was promoted to Major and joined the 
“Fighting 69th” (the Irish Brigade of Civil War fame). The 69th later became the 165th 
Regiment of the famous “Rainbow Division.” 

Donovan was an officer who led from the front, even as a battalion commander. 

In World War I, he was wounded by shrapnel and nearly blinded by a German 
mustard gas attack. He was awarded the French Croix de Guerre for a daring under 
fire rescue of a wounded soldier. Donovan refused to accept the honor until a Jewish 
soldier, who had also taken part in the same action but was snubbed because of his 
religion, received the award. After the French authorities rectified Donovan accepted 
the Croix de Guerre. 

On October 14-15, 1918, during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, the 165th was in 
heavy action at Landres-et-St. Georges. Donovan, now a Lt. Colonel, led one of 
three regiments. The objective was to capture an enemy position that was well 
entrenched on a steep ravine and surrounded by machine guns and artillery. 

Because of the heavy German fire and strong defensive positions, the other two 
supporting regiments refused to advance. Yet Donovan persisted and rallied his 
regiment and led the advance under absolutely murderous enemy fire. 

Although most of the officers of the time had stripped off all of their rank and insignia, 
Donovan had refused to do so. He told his men, “They can’t hit me and they won’t hit 
you!” 



Army headquarters was expecting up to 60 percent casualties from the assault. 
Donovan was wounded three times. He steadfastly refused to leave the field until all 
of his men were administered to or removed from the battlefield. At the same time, 
American light tanks were turning back because of the accuracy and amount of fire 
they were taking. 

The brass had been correct in one thing: After the battle was over, 600 of the 1,000 
men in Donovan’s torn up regiment were killed, wounded, or missing in action. 

Because of the efforts of Father Duffy, the erstwhile Chaplain of the regiment and 
one of his close friends, Donovan was awarded an Oak Leaf Cluster (2nd award) to 
his DSC. 

After the war, Father Duffy kept up the pressure on Washington to upgrade 
Donovan’s Distinguished Service Cross to the Medal of Honor. And five years later, 
in 1923, he succeeded. Donovan was awarded the Medal of Honor in New York City. 
In a move that speaks volumes about the men of the unit and how they felt about 
him, the ceremony was attended by over 4,000 veterans. 

By the end of World War I, Donovan was arguably the most decorated man in U.S. 
military history at that time. He had been awarded all of the top awards for bravery in 
combat: the Medal of Honor, the Distinguished Service Cross, the Distinguished 
Service Medal, and the Silver Star. 

Donovan would forever earn the respect of his men when he refused to keep his 
Medal of Honor. He stated that the medal belonged not to him but “to the boys who 
are not here, the boys who are resting under the white crosses in France or in the 
cemeteries of New York, also to the boys who were lucky enough to come through.” 

Hollywood later made “The Fighting 69th” about the Meuse-Argonne Offensive and 
the heroism of Donovan. The film stars James Cagney, Pat O’Brien as Father Duffy, 
and George Brent as Major Donovan. 

 Medal of Honor citation: 

“Rank and organization: Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army, 165th Infantry, 42d Division. 
Place and date: Near Landres-et-St. Georges, France, 14–15 October 1918. Entered 
service at: Buffalo, N.Y. Born: 1 January 1883, Buffalo, N.Y. G.O., No.: 56, W.D., 
1922. 

Lt. Col. Donovan personally led the assaulting wave in an attack upon a very strongly 
organized position, and when our troops were suffering heavy casualties he 
encouraged all near him by his example, moving among his men in exposed 
positions, reorganizing decimated platoons, and accompanying them forward in 
attacks. When he was wounded in the leg by machine-gun bullets, he refused to be 
evacuated and continued with his unit until it withdrew to a less exposed position.” 



Several years later, Donovan was contacted by his old Columbia classmate and 
then-U.S. president, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Despite being on completely 
opposite sides of the political spectrum, the two had remained close friends. 
Roosevelt asked Donovan to meet with King George VI and Winston Churchill and 
report on what was happening in Europe as he was certain that the U.S. was going to 
be dragged into the war. 

The U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain, Joseph P. Kennedy’s assessment was that 
Great Britain was finished and would capitulate to Hitler. Donovan’s assessment was 
much more optimistic: He urged Roosevelt to provide resources to assist the 
beleaguered nation. Roosevelt trusted Donovan’s opinion more than Kennedy’s. As a 
result, the U.S. began sending war equipment to Britain through the Lend-Lease 
program. 

On the eve of the United States’ entry into the war, the country had a non-existent 
national intelligence network. FDR knew that the United States needed one — not 
only for the coming war but for the years to come. He appointed Donovan first as the 
“Coordinator of Information” and then in 1942 as the commander of the OSS. 

Donovan’s “glorious amateurs,” as he called them, grew to be huge contributors to 
the war effort. He once said that OSS wanted “PhDs that can win a bar fight.” The 
OSS’s ranks from WWII would later become the core element of the new CIA, and 
the Army’s Special Forces (Green Berets). 

And as Paul Harvey said, and now you know the rest of the story.- 

https://sofrep.com/news/william-wild-bill-donovan-awarded-moh-october-14-15-1918/ 
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New York Air National Guard 

New York Airmen help fight California fires  

Nationalguard.mil, By Col. Richard Goldenberg | New York National Guard | 
Oct. 14, 2020:: 
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. – Four New York National Guard Airmen made a big difference in 
California's effort to contain 27 massive wildfires this summer. 

Three MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted aircraft crewmembers and a tactical air 
controller apprentice supported MQ-9 flights launched by California's 163rd Attack 
Wing Sept. 1-30. 

https://sofrep.com/news/william-wild-bill-donovan-awarded-moh-october-14-15-1918/


The remotely piloted aircraft penetrated fierce firestorms to provide real-time, full-
motion video of the fires to first responders, mapping the fire lines and providing 
damage assessments, according to 163rd Attack Wing officials. 

The Airmen – pilot 1st Lt. Nicole Clay from the 174th Attack Wing in Syracuse, pilot 
1st Lt. Timothy Morgan and sensor operator Tech. Sgt. Andrew Pajak, assigned to 
the 107th Attack Wing in Niagara Falls – were joined by Senior Airman Matthew 
Kohlmyer, a Tactical Air Control Party Airman assigned to the 274th Air Support 
Operations Squadron in Syracuse, part of the 107th Attack Wing. Kohlmyer acted as 
a liaison between firefighters and aircrews. 

The MQ-9, designed to provide extensive loiter time for enhanced reconnaissance 
and attack capabilities against adversaries overseas, brings unique capabilities to the 
18,000 firefighters battling wildfires for the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (Cal Fire). 

During the September mission, there were 7,982 wildfires burning more than 3.6 
million acres and damaging or destroying 7,630 structures, according to Cal Fire. 

On the ground, Kohlmyer helped direct aircraft to critical areas and advised 
firefighters and emergency personnel about MQ-9 aircraft capabilities. 

The information gathered from the aircraft, flown high above the smoke and fire, 
mapped the spread of fires and assisted firefighters in planning containment efforts. 

"The mission involved fire mapping and tracing, hot spot surveillance, damage 
assessment, helping emergency crew coordination and supporting evacuation for 
people and animals in affected communities," Clay said. 

Cal Fire has employed Reapers from the 163rd Attack Wing to control fires annually 
since 2017, with special approvals from the Department of Defense. 

With the extensive fires across California in 2020, the state requested additional 
crews from eight National Guard states to expand flight operations. 

"At this point (Sept. 22), we've flown over 24 different fires," said Air National Guard 
Maj. Lee Nichols, senior intelligence officer in the 163d Operations Group. "That's 
meant doubling our support of any year in the past." 

The New York pilots and sensor operator helped California employ three aircraft 
simultaneously, reflecting the high demand for wildfire information 24 hours a day. 

"The guest help has been hugely instrumental to surging to three lines," said Capt. 
Eric Jeppsen, 196th Attack Squadron chief of current operations. "The timing has 
been difficult." 



"Supporting this effort is the definition of being a true, on-the-call Guardsmen," Clay 
said. "It feels amazing to be able to assist emergency personnel while on the ground 
and support a fellow Guard base when they need additional crews." 

The contribution of the New York crew members saved lives over Labor Day 
weekend when MQ-9 flight operations over the Creek Fire near Fresno identified 
potential helicopter landing zones to evacuate nearly 400 people trapped by fires. 

The MQ-9 provides a significant advantage, Clay said. 

"Being on the ground is a completely different perspective than in the air. You work 
with what is in front of you and often have delayed, out of date information to work 
from," Clay said. 

"During the Cali fires, with the MQ-9 overhead, I was able to get a bird's-eye view of 
the fires, pass real-time information to our intel (analysts) so they can quickly feed 
the incident commanders or personnel on the ground. This greatly increased 
situational awareness and effectiveness to combat the fires' spread and quickly 
evacuate civilians from danger." 

Reaper imagery helped support the safe landing of Chinook and Black Hawk 
helicopters from the California Army National Guard's 40th Combat Aviation 
Brigade's dramatic rescue, according to the California Guard's Joint Operations 
Center. 

"The infrared provided the ability to 'see' through the smoke and get a great view of 
the fire lines," Clay said. "The MQ-9 was able to stay in the fight while other aircraft 
were pushed too far out due to smoke and pyro clouds forming from the fires." 

Jeppsen has also flown fire missions as part of the expanded flight operations as an 
MQ-9 pilot. 

"We're thousands of feet above a fire so fierce it was generating its own weather, in 
this case, causing thunderstorms. Our role was helping intel determine where the 
helicopters needed to go." 

Morgan also recounted the contribution of the MQ-9 locating a fire flare-up behind a 
fire line. Alerting firefighters and responders, they redirected evacuation and fire 
control measures to prevent further spread. 

"We're proud of our personnel and what they accomplished in working with our 
counterparts in the California National Guard," said Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, adjutant 
general of New York. "We are always prepared to lend a helping hand and our 
expertise whenever we're called upon to assist a state in need." 



https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/2381629/new-york-airmen-help-fight-
california-fires/ 
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New York Army National Guard  

Recruits become Rangers in Army Guard training program  

nationalguard.mil, October 14, 2020 :: 
 

UTICA, N.Y. – Two of the new faces in the New York National Guard arrived at their 
first unit for drill this year with a unique addition to their uniforms: the Army Ranger 
tab. 

Pfcs. Jason Chun, 20, of Syracuse, and Brandon Snyder, 23, from Livonia, New 
York, completed the demanding 61-day Army Ranger School before joining the 2nd 
Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment, based in Utica, a part of the 27th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team. 

The Ranger School emphasizes close combat and direct-fire battles. Training 
focuses on small-unit tactics and leadership. Candidates carry out ambush and 
scouting missions in three phases, including mountain and swamp mission 
environments. 

"The Ranger course is the Army's premier leadership school," according to Capt. 
James Sturges, commander of Alpha Company at the Army National Guard Warrior 
Training Center at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

And both Chun and Snyder completed the Ranger course immediately following their 
initial entry training as infantrymen. 

They got there through the Ranger Team Leader Initiative (RTLI). New Soldiers who 
excel in training are identified and offered a chance to tackle Ranger School right out 
of their One Station Unit Training. 

The two had no idea the opportunity would present itself in the first year of their 
military service. 

"It was absolutely a surprise to me. I never thought that I'd get an opportunity like 
that," Snyder said. 

"I've been wanting to go to Ranger School since I was in high school," Chun said in 
December at his graduation. "It was the challenge. It was the ability to find out who 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/2381629/new-york-airmen-help-fight-california-fires/
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you really were and what you're really made of. But I definitely didn't expect it to 
come as soon as it did." 

Snyder, who graduated in August, agrees that as a new recruit, Ranger School was 
the highest training goal he had. 

"It was kind of like my dream to go to Ranger School, and I remember asking my 
recruiter about it," he said. 

The RTLI program scouts for candidates at Fort Benning and identifies the best 
potential National Guard Soldiers to succeed at the Ranger course. 

"I didn't even know about the program until the day that cadre said they were offering 
me a chance to starve myself for an additional eight weeks," Snyder said of his 
selection. 

Cadre make visits to Fort Benning's Infantry and Armor OSUT training centers, 
explained 1st Lt. Gabriel Musser, RTLI's officer in charge. The process begins the 
day trainees arrive for basic training, providing an overview about the Ranger School. 

"We go in there and say, 'This is what we're looking for, specifically,'" Musser said. 
"Once we narrow that down, we'd like to talk to those 10 or 15 kids." 

They consult drill sergeants later in the course to identify and scout which National 
Guard Soldiers may be good candidates. 

Snyder said he took the opportunity without hesitation. 

"As soon as he offered it, I knew I should go after it with everything I have and give it 
100 percent," he said. 

"In sending young Guard Soldiers, we are developing the future of the National 
Guard," Sturges said. "When they go back to their units, you have the young, 
competent leaders who can influence things at their level." 

Ranger qualification early in a military career can strengthen the Soldier's prospects 
for advancement and help develop and retain exceptional noncommissioned officers, 
Musser said. 

The 30-day course prepares enlisted Guard members for the Army National Guard 
"pre-Ranger" course, called the Ranger Training Assessment Course. 

"RTLI was one of the steps to get me to a level where I could successfully complete 
Ranger School," Chun said. "It was a building block. It was the basis, a foundation." 



"RTLI, it taught me how to be a Ranger," he said. "How to do Ranger pushups. How 
to do everything the correct way. So it was a great help." 

Sending a new private to Ranger School is not the norm, explained Col. Michael A. 
Scarpulla, commander of the Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade at Fort Benning. 

The brigade trains Rangers, paratroopers, jumpmasters, pathfinders and 
reconnaissance leaders. 

"It is not a commonplace thing when a Soldier goes straight from initial entry training 
in the military straight into Ranger School," Scarpulla said. "Normally, Soldiers spend 
about a year or two at their unit and get practical experience as a member of a fire 
team and such." 

Snyder said he knows his experience is unique and he wants to pass along what he 
learned to other recruits and his fellow unit Soldiers. 

"Show up for training and work hard and anything is possible," he said. "If I knew 
exactly what to shoot for going in, I'd be better prepared, and that's what I hope I can 
relay to others." 

Chun joined his company and began his National Guard service at the beginning of 
the year. 

"I'm just really enjoying being a regular Joe," Chun said, training with his company 
and sharing lessons and experiences as a Ranger with his fellow Soldiers. "I bear the 
tab with pride." 

Snyder said his Ranger qualification brings high expectations on performance, even 
at such a junior level. He begins drills with his company in October. 

"I realize this comes with a lot of weight and a lot of expectations, to be that leader, 
because I've been to Ranger School," he said. "But I'm ready, and if Ranger School 
has taught me anything, it's taught me to be humble and be resilient." 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/2381099/recruits-become-rangers-in-
army-guard-training-program/ 
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UTICA, N.Y. – Two of the new faces in the New York National Guard arrived at their 
first unit for drill this year with a unique addition to their uniforms: the Army Ranger 
tab. 

Pfcs. Jason Chun, 20, of Syracuse, and Brandon Snyder, 23, from Livonia, New 
York, both completed the demanding 61-day Army Ranger School before joining the 
2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment, based in Utica, N.Y., a part of the 27th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team. 

The Ranger School emphasizes close combat and direct-fire battles. Training 
focuses on small-unit tactics and leadership. Candidates carry out ambush and 
scouting missions in three phases, including mountain and swamp mission 
environments. 

"The Ranger course is the Army's premier leadership school," according to Capt. 
James Sturges, commander of Alpha Company at the Army National Guard Warrior 
Training Center at Fort Benning, Georgia. 

And both Chun and Snyder completed the Ranger course immediately following their 
initial entry training as infantrymen. 

They got there through the Ranger Team Leader Initiative, or RTLI, for short. New 
Soldiers who excel in training are identified and offered a chance to tackle Ranger 
School right out of their One Station Unit Training. 

The two had no idea that the opportunity would present itself in the first year of their 
military service. 

“It was absolutely a surprise to me. I never thought that I’d get an opportunity like 
that,” Snyder said. 

"I've been wanting to go to Ranger School since I was in high school," Chun said 
back in December 2019 at his graduation. "It was the challenge. It was the ability to 
find out who you really were and what you're really made of." 

“But I definitely didn’t expect it to come as soon as it did,” he said. 

Snyder, who graduated in August 2020, agrees that as a new recruit, Ranger School 
was the highest training goal he had. 

“It was kind of like my dream to go to Ranger School, and I remember asking my 
recruiter about it,” he said. 

"I understood that you wouldn't get sleep and you wouldn't get food, and I wanted to 
put myself into that situation just to see who I really was. And I got a lotta lessons, a 
lotta lessons learned," Chun said. 



The RTLI program scouts for candidates at Fort Benning, Georgia and identifies the 
best potential National Guard Soldiers to succeed at the Ranger course. 

“I didn’t even know about the program until the day that cadre said they were offering 
me a chance to starve myself for an additional eight weeks,” Snyder said of his 
selection. 

Cadre make visits to Fort Benning's Infantry and Armor OSUT training centers, 
explained 1st 

Lt. Gabriel Musser, RTLI's officer-in-charge. The process begins the day trainees 
arrive for basic training, providing an overview about the Ranger School, he said. 

"We go in there and say 'This is what we're looking for, specifically,'" Musser said. 
"Once we narrow that down, we'd like to talk to those 10 or 15 kids." 

They consult drill sergeants later in the course to identify and scout which National 
Guard Soldiers may be good candidates. 

Snyder said he took the opportunity without hesitation. 

“As soon as he offered it, I knew I should go after it with everything I have and give it 
100 percent,” he said. 

"In sending young Guard Soldiers, we are developing the future of the National 
Guard," Sturges said. "When they go back to their units you have the young, 
competent leaders who can influence things at their level." 

Ranger qualification early in a military career can strengthen the Soldier's prospects 
for advancement and help develop and retain exceptional NCOs, Musser explained. 

The 30-day course prepares enlisted Guard members for the Army National Guard 
"pre-Ranger" course, called the Ranger Training Assessment Course. 

"RTLI was one of the steps to get me to a level where I could successfully complete 
Ranger School,” Chun said. “It was a building block. It was the basis, a foundation.” 

"RTLI it taught me how to be a Ranger," he said. "How to do Ranger pushups. How 
to do everything the correct way. So it was a great help,” Chun said. 

Snyder agrees that the training and preparations at the Warrior Training Center set 
him up for success in the course. 

“I have nothing but good things to say about the Warrior Training Center at Fort 
Benning,” Snyder said. 



Sending a new private to Ranger School is not the norm, explained Col. Michael A. 
Scarpulla, commander of the Airborne and Ranger Training Brigade at Fort Benning. 

The brigade trains Rangers, Paratroopers, Jumpmasters, Pathfinders and 
Reconnaissance Leaders. 

"It is not a commonplace thing when a Soldier goes straight from initial entry training 
in the military straight into Ranger School," Scarpulla said. 

"Normally Soldiers spend about a year or two at their unit, and get practical 
experience as a member of a fire team and such," he said. 

Snyder said he knows his experience is unique and wants to pass along his 
experience to other recruits and his fellow unit Soldiers. 

Returning to the New York National Guard for drill in September, Snyder spoke with 
other infantry recruits to prepare them for the opportunity. 

Knowing Ranger School is available can motivate them to ready themselves, Snyder 
said. 

“Show up for training and work hard and anything is possible,” he said. “If I knew 
exactly what to shoot for going in, I’d be better prepared, and that’s what I hope I can 
relay to others.” 

Chun joined his company and began his National Guard service at the beginning of 
the year. 

“I’m just really enjoying being a regular Joe,” Chun said, training with his company 
and sharing lessons and experiences as a Ranger with his fellow Soldiers. “I bear the 
tab with pride,” he said. 

Snyder said his Ranger qualification brings high expectations on performance, even 
at such a junior level. He begins drills with his company in October. 

“I realize this comes with a lot of weight and a lot of expectations, to be that leader, 
because I’ve been to Ranger School,” he said. 

“But I’m ready, and if Ranger School has taught me anything, it’s taught me to be 
humble and be resilient.” 

https://www.army.mil/article/239893/recruits_become_rangers_in_army_guard_traini
ng_program 
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Veterans 

Veteran from Malverne honored for years of service  

LI Herald.com, October 15, 2020: 
 

Nine local veterans were honored as part of State Assemblywoman Judy Griffin’s 
second annual Veteran Hall of Honor Ceremony on Oct. 4. 

 Nine veterans, including Malverne American Legion Post 44 member Joseph 
Schroder, were honored during State Assemblywoman Judy Griffin’s second annual 
Veteran Hall of Honor Ceremony on Oct. 4. The ceremony, which was held at 
Tanglewood Preserve in Rockville Centre, recognized veterans for their dedication, 
commitment, passion, bravery and service to the country and community. 

A member of Post 44 for 32 years, Schroder was drafted into the U.S. Army in 1966. 
After Schroder was discharged, he pursued a part-time career in the New York Army 
National Guard and the Army Reserve, and lasted 33 years in the Field Artillery and 
Quartermaster Corps. He retired as a Lieutenant Colonel with four overseas tours in 
Germany, Iceland, Canada and Afghanistan. 

 Schroder’s involvement in numerous military and veterans organizations included 
the Association of the United States Army, chapter president for seven years; 
Reserve Officers Association; New York State President and Nassau County Chapter 
president for eight years; Military Officers Association of America Chapter president 
for two years; the 42nd Infantry “Rainbow” Division Association; and the 77th Infantry 
Division Association. He was also the executive officer for the 11th New York Cavalry 
Regiment, and volunteered for five years providing final military honors for deceased 
veterans. The service included riflemen firing a three round volley, sounding of Taps 
by a bugler, folding of the burial flag and presentation of the flag to next of kin. 

Schroder is married to his wife of 40 years, Mary Ann, and the couple has three 
daughters, Kimberly, Michele and Jeanine; and four grandchildren, Damien, 
Charleigh Rose, Thomas and Christopher. Mary Ann was born and raised in 
Malverne, so together they are 25-year residents of the village. 

In addition to his military service, Schroder was a Nassau County police officer for 24 
years, and an EMT for 20 of those years. He also served in Malverne’s Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps for seven years. 

https://www.liherald.com/stories/veteran-from-malverne-honored-for-years-of-
service,128251? 
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