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105th Airlift Wing
DEC Has Plan to Lower Water Levels in Washington Lake :Filitration system
will be funded by state's superfund program
Epoch Times, August 24, 2016:

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has a plan to control
perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) contamination and lower water levels in Washington Lake.

In an Aug. 22 letter to Michael Ciaravino, city manager of the City of Newburgh, Martin
Brand, acting deputy commissioner of remediation and materials management for the DEC,
said that a remedial contractor is now on-site.
Water will be discharged from the lake to Silver Stream, a nearby water channel that flowed
into the lake before it was believed to be carrying PFOS from Stewart Air National Guard
Base and was diverted. After first treating the water with portable granular activated carbon
(GAC) treatment units, the DEC will pump water back into the stream.
The DEC contractor will install 3,000 feet of temporary piping and hoses, Brand said, "and
operate high volume discharge pumps to achieve a pumping rate of at least 3,000 gallons per
minute."
http://www.theepochtimes.com/n3/2143502-dec-has-plan-to-lower-water-levels-inwashington-lake/
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Orange County to host Patriot Day September 11th Remembrance Ceremony
The Warwick Advertiser , Aug 25, 2016:

GOSHEN — Orange County will host the September 11 Patriot Day ceremony at the Orange
County Arboretum at Thomas Bull Memorial Park on Sunday, Sept. 11.
The procession will begin at 5:55 p.m. with the release of white doves followed promptly by
the 6 p.m. ceremony.
The ceremony, which is free and open to the public, honors the memory of the 44 Orange
County residents who lost their lives on 9/11.
It also pays tribute to the military personnel who serve our country. Families and survivors of
September 11, families of local military personnel and veterans are invited to join the
procession by assembling at the Arboretum’s Ottaway Education Center at 5:30 p.m.
Honor guards from the Orange County Sheriff’s Office, New York State Police, Stewart Air
National Guard Base 105th Air Wing and Post #2064 Veterans of Foreign War, Maybrook
will guide the procession along the Remembrance Walkway flanked by members of the
Orange County Volunteer Fire Services. Orange County Sheriff Carl E. DuBois, District
Attorney Dave Hoovler, County Clerk Annie Rabbitt and the Ancient Order of Hibernians of
Orange County will also attend the ceremony. Several local fire companies, law enforcement,
veterans groups, and emergency responders will also be involved in the ceremony.

Other highlights will include performances by guitarist Rich Pell and United States Military
Academy Band vocalist Army Master Sergeant MaryKay Messenger.
Chaplain Lt. Col. John Torres, United States Air Force 105th Airlift Wing and Pastor Peter
Rustico of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Middletown also will participate.
This year’s guest speaker will be Andrew Komonchak, executive director of the National
Purple Heart Hall of Honor, Inc.
James W. Taylor, Jr., community supporter and memorial benefactor, and William J. Bratton
Jr., representing the families of September 11, will read the names of those who perished on
September 11 and the names of our local military that have made the ultimate sacrifice since
then.
This will be followed by a gun salute by Post 2064 Veterans of Foreign War, Maybrook, and
echoing taps by Whitney German and Jamie German under the directions of Eric Parks, SGM
Ret. Amazing Grace will be performed by Michael A. Tully, AOH Pipe Major.
The Military Tribute monument is dedicated to past, present and future servants of our
country.
For additional information, call 615.3824 or visit www.orangecountynyparks.com or
www.orangecountyarboretum.org .
http://www.warwickadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20160825/NEWS01/1608299
80/0/FRONTPAGE/Orange-County-to-host-Patriot-Day-September-11th-RemembranceCeremony
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Former Orange County legislator, commissioner of jurors dies
Daily Freeman, August 22, 2016:

PORT JERVIS-- Former Orange County Legislator and Commissioner of Jurors Dennis
Simmons died Monday morning after a yearlong battle with cancer, according to his family.
Simmons' granddaughter, Ashley Marie, posted on her Facebook page: "Today, at 9:38 a.m.,
my Papa Dennis W. Simmons lost his yearlong battle [with] melanoma."
Simmons, a resident of Port Jervis, served as a councilman in that city before being elected to
the county Legislature. He later was appointed commissioner of jurors but served in that
position for only about a year. He stepped down because of his illness.

Port Jervis Mayor Kelly Decker said Simmons loved the city and "talked about what a great
place it was."
Both men served in the New York Air National Guard at Stewart Airport.
Decker said Simmons "was a true patriot and loved his country." Orange County Executive
Steven Neuhaus called Simmons "one of the most patriotic people I have ever known."
http://www.dailyfreeman.com/general-news/20160822/former-orange-county-legislatorcommissioner-of-jurors-dies
Return to top

Senator calls for blood testing in New York contamination case similar to
Issaquah's
The Issaquah Press, August 22, 2016:
Aug 26, 2016

The residents of Newburgh, N.Y., have no idea how long they have been drinking water laced
with perfluorooctane sulfonate.
The same uncertainty exists in Issaquah, where it's possible residents may have consumed
municipal water containing unknown levels of PFOS for more than 25 years.
Unlike what has transpired to date in Issaquah, federal, state and local officials in New York
are asking for blood testing to be made available to any resident of Newburgh who desires it.
"I urge the National Center for Environmental Health and the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry to work with their partners at the New York State Department of Health
to offer blood testing to residents of Newburgh, so that they can finally begin to have clarity
about the extent of this problem," said U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand on Aug. 16.
Newburgh City Manager Michael Ciaravino wrote in a July 13 letter to the state's health
commissioner: "In light of the fact that the city has no way of knowing the duration of and at
what levels our residents have historically been exposed to PFOS in their drinking water, we
believe there is adequate justification for the Department of Health to institute a biological
testing program and health assessment study in the City of Newburgh."
New York environmental officials say Stewart Air National Guard Base, in training and
emergencies, used a firefighting foam that contained PFOS, and the chemical polluted a
tributary leading to Newburgh's primary source of drinking water.
The New York Times reported Aug. 19 that the New York Department of Environmental
Conservation declared the base a state Superfund site.

Like Issaquah, PFOS was discovered in Newburgh at levels that were, at the time, below the
Environmental Protection Agency's benchmark for the chemical.
The EPA announced a more stringent guideline in May, and tests on Newburgh's water source
showed it was twice the amount of the agency's lifetime advisory level.
Issaquah's tap water would likely be over the EPA's new limit if not for the granular-activated
carbon treatment system the city leased and installed in late spring.
Before treatment, water from Gilman Well No. 4 contains PFOS at a level of .602 parts per
billion, which is more than eight times the EPA's advisory level.
Gilman Well No. 4 was drilled in 1987 but not tested for PFOS until 2013, leaving a 26-year
gap where no one knows how much PFOS the well was pumping into the city's drinking
water supply.
Barb Morrissey, a toxicologist in the state Department of Health's Office of Environmental
Public Health Sciences, said the state's focus right now is on prevention.
"We're trying to figure out what we need to do to get a handle on the magnitude of the
problem here in Washington," Morrissey said. "We're looking at it broadly. Blood testing is
probably going to be a low priority.
"(Blood testing is) expensive," Morrissey added. "Where are we going to get the biggest bang
for the buck and protect the most people? We're going to want to do some of the obvious
things and do them as quickly as possible." Gillibrand's Washington counterparts, Sens. Patty
Murray and Maria Cantwell, were not available for comment.
http://www.theeastside.news/issaquah/news/local/senator-calls-for-blood-testing-in-newyork-contamination-case/article_0a78c204-6898-11e6-87ee-6f7b89cfbc6b.html
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106th Rescue Wing
$4.8M grant to fund final repairs on Gabreski Airport runway
Newsday, August 24, 2016:

$4.83 million grant is expected to complete ongoing repairs to a long-damaged runway at
Francis Gabreski Airport in Westhampton, federal legislators announced Wednesday.

The grant - the second one issued in the past year to fix the 5,000-foot runway - will help
replace the remaining 3,000 feet, a Suffolk County spokeswoman said. The airport is home to
the 106th Rescue Wing of the Air National...
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/4-8m-grant-to-fund-final-repairs-on-gabreskiairport-runway-1.12219892
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Officials announce $4.83M funding for Gabreski Airport
libn.com, August 24, 2016:

Westhampton-based Francis Gabreski Airport, home of the 106th Rescue Wing of the Air
National Guard, is receiving a $4.83 million grant for runway rehabilitation.
The grant will fund repairs, including severe cracking and patched potholes. The funding was
announced by Rep. Lee Zeldin, R-Selden, and Sen. Charles Schumer, D-NY. Nearly 40
percent of the runway was already repaired thanks to previous funding secured in 2015.
"This federal grant is especially necessary to support the 106th Rescue Wing of the New York
Air National Guard, which plays a crucial role to protect our national security and New
York's emergency response capabilities," Zelden said, in a statement.
Schumer said that with the funding, the airport will be able to "make the critical upgrades
necessary to ensure its runway is cleared for take-off and safe for members of the New York
Air National Guard."
http://libn.com/2016/08/24/officials-announce-4-83m-funding-for-gabreski-airport/
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Firing Range
defense.gov, August 25, 2016 :

Air Force Staff Sgt. Robert Converse fires the M240 machine gun during a training event at
the Suffolk County Range in Westhampton Beach, N.Y., Aug. 24, 2016. Converse is assigned
to the New York National Guard's 106th Rescue Wing. Air National Guard photo by Staff
Sgt. Christopher S. Muncy
http://www.defense.gov/Media/Photo-Gallery?igphoto=2001615774
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27th Brigade
Soldiers from Rutland, Paxton complete training exercise at Army's Joint
Readiness Training Center
The Landmark, August 25, 2016:

Members of a task force with the New York Army National Guard's 27th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team successfully completed the rigors of a force on force training exercise in July
and began heading home.
The troops, with more than 5,000 participants from more than 30 states across the country,
spent nearly the month of July at Fort Polk as part of the training rotation at the Joint
Readiness Training Center, known as JRTC.
Their experience included deployment and staging at Fort Polk followed by more than ten
days of offensive and defensive missions in the post maneuver areas against a real opposing
force. The maneuver training is designed to challenge all the components of the maneuver
brigade, including infantry, artillery and aviation operations, engineering and reconnaissance
tasks, logistics and resupply and medical support and personnel replacements.
The brigade task force included the entire New York Army National Guard brigade combat
team, along with supporting elements that included additional infantry units from
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. Aviation support for the task force included
aircrews from Connecticut, Maryland and Utah.
U.S. Army Reserve Specialist Benjamin Tucker, from Rutland, completed training as part of
the 443rd Civil Affairs Team and redeployed back home as the brigade task force completed
the training exercise.
Massachusetts Army National Guard Sergeant Jesse Tokarz, from Paxton, completed training
as part of the Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 182nd Infantry Regiment and redeployed back
home as the brigade task force completed the training exercise.
Massachusetts Army National Guard Sergeant 1st Class Steven Macarthur, from Rutland,
completed training as part of the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion,
182nd Infantry Regiment and redeployed back home as the brigade task force completes the
training exercise.

The Joint Readiness Training Center allows Army units to conduct combat training in a
realistic environment which features a well-trained opposing force, civilian role-players on
the battlefield, high tech systems which monitor the action, and observer-controllers to
evaluate unit actions.
All of the exercise participants and opposing force troops wore the Army's Multiple
Integrated Laser Engagement System (MILES) gear for the exercise.
The gear consists of a sensor-leaden harness worn by the Soldier and a halo of sensors
attached to the soldier's helmet. In addition to sensors, every weapon system also includes a
laser emitter.
When the Soldier fires a blank with their weapon, the laser fires a beam. If a target sensor
receives a hit, then the Soldier is considered wounded or a vehicle disabled, requiring all of
the combat response actions to provide first aid and evacuation.
The MILES gear enables infantrymen to conduct realistic combat training against a real
enemy opponent and forces combat medics and logistics personnel to hone their skills by
treating simulated battlefield injuries or evacuating damaged vehicles.
JRTC is one of the Army's three combat training centers at which brigade-sized units can
conduct realistic training against an opposing force. JRTC specializes in light infantry warfare
and operations. For
Soldiers, it is considered as the Super Bowl of Army training.
http://www.thelandmark.com/news/2016-0825/People/Soldiers_from_Rutland_Paxton_complete_training_exe.html
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42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Make-A-Wish Helps Local Teen's Dream of Becoming a Soldier a Reality
Time Warner Cable News, August 26, 2016 :

A Williamson teen battling cancer had a chance to wish for anything he wanted through the
Make-A-Wish Foundation. But as Time Warner Cable News reporter Tara Grimes shares, he
only wanted to follow in his brother and father’s footsteps.

ROCHESTER, N.Y. -- For as long as 16-year-old AJ Plyter’s parents can remember, they
said he's always wanted to join the military. They said they first remember him talking about
it when playing with his G.I. Joe action figures.
It didn’t come as a surprise for the Williamson resident however, since his older brother and
father served in the Army.
“I heard a few stories from them and it sounded like a whole lot of fun, so I wanted to do the
same thing,” Plyter said.
However, the dream seemed to come crumbling down last April when Plyter was diagnosed
with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. This cancer of the lymphatic system could prevent him from
joining the military in the future. He underwent nearly four months of chemotherapy and two
and a half weeks of radiation.
“For me it wasn’t too terrible,” Plyter said. “It’s different for everybody. I mean I obviously
got sick, it just kind of brings your body down.”
Come December, doctors declared him in remission and the Make-A-Wish Foundation was
asking him what his biggest dream was. Right away, Plyter knew - he wanted to become a
solider.
“I think that it was just being able to do something that really nobody could ever do unless
they went in,” Plyter said. “Even still most of the people that go in can’t do like the extent of
things that I did because of their age or anything really.”
To his surprise, Plyter and his family were given the chance to visit Fort Drum for the day in
July. First he was sworn into the Army.
“Because I was a Colonel, there was a whole bunch of people saluting me, I thought that was
really funny,” Plyter said.
Then he took tests in infantry, camouflaging himself and his equipment, learned how to throw
grenades, rappelled, toured helicopters and went into a flight simulator.
“I had four kind of like battle buddies assigned to me and they made me feel like I was
actually in and I was their real buddy,” Plyter said.
Going even further, Rochester’s Army National Guard invited him and his family for a tour of
its facility and to board a Boeing CH-47 Chinook Thursday night.
“The reception and the way he’s been treated by everyone at Fort Drum and here tonight is
heartwarming to say the least,” his father Mark Plyter said.

While it will take some time to figure out if Plyter will someday be able to join the Army for
more than one day, he and his parents say they feel blessed to live the dream at least for a
short time.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/rochester/news/2016/08/25/make-a-wish-us-soldier-.html
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Local teen's dream to be U.S. Soldier comes true with Make a Wish Foundation:
16-year-old A.J. Plyter is battling Hodgkin's Lymphoma
WROC, August 25, 2016 :

A Rochester teen battling Hodgkin's Lymphoma recently had his wish granted by the Make a
Wish Foundation.
The interesting thing is that 16-year-old A.J. Plyter chose to be a U.S. Army Soldier.
While many dream of being super heroes or taking trips to Disney World, A.J. chose to serve
his country. He was given the chance to see Fort Drum last month.
Thursday he took a private tour of Rochester's Army National Guard Station.
"I was kind of in awe and trying to stay in rank at the same time," explained A.J. "It was
weird because I was sworn in as a colonel so I would just be walking and would have people
saluting me, so that was a lot of fun."
He his disease is now in remission. He's happy to be doing the things other teens get to do,
like playing soccer and heading back to school.
http://www.rochesterfirst.com/news/local-news/local-teens-dream-to-be-us-soldier-comestrue-with-make-a-wish-foundation
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Teen's wish comes true, gets sworn in as colonel
WHAM, August 25, 2016:

Rochester N.Y. – A Williamson teen’s wish came true Thursday night.

It was all thanks to the Make-a-Wish Program. Plyter had been fighting Hodgkin’s lymphoma
and recently learned he’s in remission. Thursday, he got to ride in a Humvee and take part in
a simulated firefighting mission.
“I was kind of in awe, and trying to stay in rank at the same time,” A.J. told 13WHAM News.
“It was weird, because I was sworn in as a colonel. So I would just be walking and I would
have people saluting me. So that was a lot of fun, just to see everyone salute me.”
A.J.’s next mission is starting his senior year of high school and playing soccer again. Next
year, he plans to start college and study criminal justice.
http://13wham.com/news/local/teens-wish-comes-true-gets-sworn-in-as-colonel
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Counter Drug Task Force
More than 200 marijuana plants eradicated in county
Recorder News, August 232 ,2016:

The Montgomery County Sheriff's Office located more than 200 marijuana plants in a regular
Marijuana Eradication Sweep of the county, Sheriff Michael Amato said in a press release.
The two-day sweep was done in partnership with New York State Police and National Guard
Counterdrug Task Force Aviation Unit and resulted in more than 200 marijuana plants
eradicated. Lt. Burt Wilson with the sheriff's office declined to specify the locations where the
plants were found. Wilson said the sweeps have been occurring every year in the 20 years he
has been with the sheriff's department.
Amato reported that the sheriff's office "works with various agencies throughout the year to
conduct these types of sweeps in an effort to reduce the amount of marijuana that could make
it into our community." Some marijuana plants were located due to reports through the
sheriff's office "tip line" on the department's website. The department and National Guard
Counterdrug aviation unit also located plants from the air.
No charges have been filed, but there will be an investigation and possible arrest in cases
where ownership of the plants can be determined, according to the press release. "It depends
on what the investigations turn up," Wilson said. Amato thanked community members for
their assistance and encouraged them to continue fighting against drugs by reporting illegal
activity to the sheriff's office.
http://www.recordernews.com/assets/13236145/08232016_A04.pdf
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DMNA
New York Army and Air National Guard Participate in Great New York State
Fair
Madison County Courier, August 26, 2016:

Visitors to the Great New York State Fair will be able to learn more about what the Citizen
Soldiers and Airmen of the New York Army and Air National Guard do for our state and
nation by stopping by the Army and Air Guard displays at the fair.
Men and women from the New York Army and Air National Guard will be on site every day
of the fair, which runs from August 25 to Sept. 5to talk about their missions as part of the
Army and Air Force, as well as the disaster response missions they conduct here in New
York.
Army and Air Guard recruiters will also be on hand to answer questions about the benefits of
serving in the Army and Air National Guard.
An Army National Guard UH-60 Blackhawk air ambulance helicopter will be on display near
Gate Two of the fair.
The helicopter, assigned to Company F of the 1st Battalion 169th General Support Aviation
carries a crew of four and is the same time of helicopter that has been the workhorse of
lifesaving medical evacuation missions in Iraq and Afghanistan. Soldiers will be on had to
talk about the aircraft and their service in the Rochester-based unit.
The New York Army National Guard’s Recruiting Command will be set up near Gate Two as
well, with a mobile recruiting station on site and “selfie area” where visitors can try on Army
helmets and protective vests and other gear and take a photo of themselves.
A Humvee driving simulator and an electronic rifle range will be available to visitors as well.
A punching-bag and pull-up station will let visitors challenge their fitness and that of their
friends.
A skid steer machine used by New York Army National Guard engineers will also be on
location for visitors to check out.
The centerpiece of the New York Air National Guard display, staffed by members of the
174th Attack Wing, which is based at Hancock Field Air National Guard base in Syracuse,
will be a Ground Control Station like those used by pilots to fly the MQ-9 remotely piloted
aircraft.

Pilots from the 174th man these stations at Hancock Field and operate MQ-9 aircraft flying
above Afghanistan and other locations around the world.
The display, located near the Sports and Activity Center, will also include a Humvee used by
the 274th Air Support Operations Squadron. Those Airmen deploy into combat zones to help
ground commanders coordinate the use of airpower in their operations.
Missiles and bombs which are carried by the MQ-9 aircraft will also be on display, along with
an MQ-9 engine.
Photographs of Air National Guard members from many units will be available to the public
as well as a snowmobile which is used by the New York Air National Guard’s 109th Airlift
Wing to build runways on the snow and ice of the high Arctic during support missions there.
The 16,000 men and women of the New York Army and Air National Guard serve at five air
bases and 44 armories and readiness centers located across New York. These Soldiers and
Airmen serve as members of the reserve components of the Army and Air Force and have
served with distinction in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Here at home they respond to domestic emergencies under the orders of Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo. New York Army and Air National Guard members played key roles in the state
response to Tropical Storms Irene and Lee in 2011 and Superstorm Sandy in 2012. They also
responded in November 2014 when a freak snow storm buried Erie County.
http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=72485
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In the military
The Post Star, August 21, 2016:

Sgt. Mohamed Elmassry from Ballston Spa reenlisted to continue service with the
Intelligence and Sustainment Company, 42nd Infantry Division, of the New York Army
National Guard.
Pvt. Ashley Lavalley from Hudson Falls was formally welcomed into 206th Military Police
Company of the New York Army National Guard during their transition ceremony July 10 at
the South Lake Armory in Troy.
Members of a task force with the New York Army National Guard's 27th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team successfully completed the rigors of a force on force training exercise July 29
at Fort Polk, Louisiana, and began heading home. Local members include:
















































1st Lt. Tucker Brown of Ganservoort;
Sgt. Davon Thomas of Stillwater;
Sgt. 1st Class Erwin Dominguez of Porter Corners;
1st Lt. Alix Shepard of Rock City Falls;
Spc. Daulton Bull of Lake George;
Sgt. Evan Calmes of Ballston Spa;
Spc. Matthew Coutant of Hudson Falls;
Sgt. Karl Davis of Hudson Falls;
Sgt. Denise Diresta of Queensbury;
Spc. Jason Gariety of Saratoga;
Pvt. Cody Garner of Queensbury;
Spc. Steven Ashe of Queensbury;
Staff Sgt. Jarod Barber of Shushan;
Pvt. 1st Class Colby Gage of Johnsburg;
Spc. Leo Lasalvia of Gansevoort;
Spc. Nikolaus Luhmann of Schuylerville;
Pvt. 1st Class Christopher Northrop of Ballston Spa;
Staff Sgt. Ronald Posato of Saratoga Springs;
Sgt. Adam Sisson of Ballston Spa;
2nd Lt. Patrick Shaw of Saratoga Springs;
Sgt. David Ballard of Argyle;
Spc. Tyler Bruce of Hudson Falls;
Sgt. Michael Ellsworth of Hudson Falls;
Spc. Andrew Hadeka of Saratoga Springs;
Pvt. Dustin Johnson of Fort Edward;
Staff Sgt. Gregory Marcotte of Lake Luzerne;
Sgt. Jesse Vise of Salem; Staff Sgt. Daniel Williams of Clemons;
Spc. Jessi Yates of Weavertown;
Sgt. Douglas Dolan of Queensbury;
2nd Lt. Ryan Hallaran of Middle Grove;
Sgt. Robert Bassett of Greenfield Cente;
Spc. Shane Piller of Fort Edward;
Cpt. Joseph Moeller of Rock City Falls;
Pvt. 1st Class Adam Towers of Saratoga Springs;
Sgt. Richard Wager of Hudson Falls;
Staff Sgt. James Brann of Ballston Spa;
Spc. Morgan Cornell of Schuylerville;
Pvt. 1st Class Andrew Lavergne of Gansevoort;
Pvt. 1st Class Dwayne Mcfarlane of South Glens Falls;
Spc. Christopher Mensler of Ballston Spa;
Spc. George Mentiply of Gansevoort;
Sgt. Jordan Palladino of Glens Falls;
Spc. Steven Perue of Porter Corner;
Spc. Eric Petteys of Corinth;
Spc. Kurtis Schneider of Stillwater;
Spc. Andrew Sheerer of Glens Falls;








































Spc. Casey Swan of Schuylerville;
Spc. Alexander Piper of Corinth; Sgt.
Michael Squires of Fort Edward;
Pvt. 1st Class Justin Bibby of North Creek;
Spc. Troy Brow of Hudson Falls;
Sgt. Derek Devino of South Glens Falls; Pvt.
Jordan Eggleston of Clemons;
Sgt. Bernard Roberts of Granville;
Sgt. Major Scott Hays of Greenfield Center;
Capt. Mark Knoeller of Greenwich; Sgt.
Michelle Morse of Stillwater;
Major Douglas Baker of Saratoga Springs;
Sgt. Major Timothy Casey of Granville;
Staff Sgt. Amanda Chard of Hudson Falls;
Sgt. Nicholas Cossey of Saratoga Springs;
Spc. Paul Davis of Greenwich;
Sgt. Joseph Depalo of Hudson Falls;
CW2 Sean Early of Fort Edward;
Staff Sgt. Reid Frasier of Saratoga Springs;
Col. Richard Goldenberg of Schuylerville;
Staff Sgt. William Jirak of Ballston Spa;
Spc. Cody Labarge of Fort Ann;
Sgt. 1st Class Robert Landry of Greenwich;
Staff Sgt. Kara Livingston of
South Glens Falls;
Sgt. 1st Class Brian Manny of Greenfield Center;
Sgt. 1st Class Michael Mitchell of Stillwater;
Master Sgt. Charles Moore of Rock CityFalls;
1st Sgt. Stephen Palmer of Granville;
1st Lt. Tracy Pauquette of Hudson Falls;
Staff Sgt. Eric Pinnell of Ballston Spa;
Staff Sgt. Ramon Rodriguez of Stillwater;
Staff Sergeant Kelly Rushing of Middle Grove;
Master Sgt. Michael Schin of Saratoga Springs;
Spc. Luis Suarez of Glens Falls;
1st Sgt. Matthew Allen of North Creek;
Staff Sgt. John Bellard of Schuylerville;
Capt. Jason Cossey of Gansevoort;

and Sgt. 1st Class Scott Dingmon of Saratoga Springs.
The following members of the New York Army National Guard were given promotions in
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership:


Jonah Biss of Galway, serving with the 1427th Transportation Company, is promoted to
the rank of private first class;











Scott Gibbs of Hudson Falls, serving with the 1427th Transportation Company, is
promoted to the rank of private first class;
Kyle White of Comstock, serving with the 1427th Transportation Company, is
promoted to the rank of private;
Terry Benson of Glens Falls, serving with the Operations Company, 42nd Infantry
Division, is promoted to the rank of major;
Matthew Coutant of Hudson Falls, serving with the 1427th Transportation Company, is
promoted to the rank of specialist;
Gary Burch of Granville and serving with the 206th Military Police Company, is
promoted to the rank of private;
Andrew Valenza of Queensbury, serving with the Joint Force Headquarters, is
promoted to the rank of private;
Anthony Balcom of Queensbury, serving with the Company C, 2-108th Infantry, is
promoted to the rank of private first class;
Anthony Schiavo of Queensbury, serving with the Company C, 2-108th Infantry, is
promoted to the rank of private;
Adam Towers of Saratoga Springs, serving with the Company C, 2-108th Infantry, is
promoted to the rank of private first class;

and Jordan Eggleston of Clemons, serving with the Company B, 2-108th Infantry, is
promoted to the rank of private.
New York Air National Guard Command Chief Master Sgt. Amy Giaquinto, a Ballston Spa
resident, became the top enlisted Airman in the 5,800-member New York Air National Guard
during a change of authority at New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs
headquarters.
Peter Van Ness, a graduate of Saratoga Springs High School, was promoted to captain in the
Coast Guard, for which he serves in the Communications & Information Systems Command
in Alexandria, Virginia.
http://poststar.com/lifestyles/hometown/in-the-military/article_664faab9-fe40-52b4-b7e3d7cf8dc72ab4.html
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New York Air National Guard
Retired NF police officer now leading U.S. air defense
WBFO 88.7, August 22, 2016:
Aug 26, 2016

A retired Western New York police officer who served as the top enlisted leader for the New
York Air National Guard now has a new role.

Chief Master Sgt. Richard King of Wheatfield is the top enlisted airman in the North
American Aerospace Defense Command's Continental U.S. Region and 1st Air Force. King
took over as command chief master sergeant of the command, also known as Air Force North,
during a ceremony held at Tyndall Air Force Base in Florida.
King is now the senior enlisted adviser to Air Force Lt. Gen. Scott Williams. King, who
retired from the Niagara Falls Police Department in 2009, assumed his statewide role as the
top enlisted airman in the Air Guard in 2010. He held that position until late last month.
"Any chance I have to lead Airmen, I want to do it!" King said. "I feel I owe it to the
servicemen and women who sacrificed everything to give 100 percent. I'm ready to sprint for
the next two years."
King entered the Air Force in 1982 and served as a Security Forces Specialist for 22 years. He
has served in various leadership assignments. First Air Force is one of three numbered air
forces responsible for ensuring the air sovereignty and air defense of the continental United
States.
http://news.wbfo.org/post/retired-nf-police-officer-now-leading-us-air-defense#stream/0
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First Air Force gets new top enlisted airman
Air Force Times, August 21,2016:

ALBANY, N.Y. - A retired western New York police officer who served as the top enlisted
leader for the New York Air National Guard now has a new role.
Chief Master Sgt. Richard King, of Wheatfield, is the top enlisted airman in the North
American Aerospace Defense Command's Continental U.S. Region and 1st Air Force.
King took over as command chief master sergeant of the command, also known as Air Force
North, during a ceremony held Tuesday at Tyndall Air Force Base in Florida. King is now the
senior enlisted adviser to Air Force Lt. Gen. Scott Williams.
King, who retired from the Niagara Falls Police Department in 2009, assumed his statewide
role as the top enlisted airman in the Air Guard in 2010. He held that position until late last
month.
https://www.airforcetimes.com/articles/first-air-force-gets-new-top-enlisted-airman
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NY Air Guard member takes on role as top enlisted airman
The Associated Press, August 21, 2016:

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - A retired western New York police officer who served as the top
enlisted leader for the New York Air National Guard now has a new role.
Chief Master Sgt. Richard King of Wheatfield is the top enlisted airman in the North
American Aerospace Defense Command's Continental U.S. Region and 1st Air Force.
King took over as command chief master sergeant of the command, also known as Air Force
North, during a ceremony held Tuesday at Tyndall Air Force Base in Florida. King is now the
senior enlisted adviser to Air Force Lt. Gen. Scott Williams.
King, who retired from the Niagara Falls Police Department in 2009, assumed his statewide
role as the top enlisted airman in the Air Guard in 2010. He held that position until late last
month.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/aug/21/ny-air-guard-member-takes-on-role-astop-enlisted-/
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New York Army National Guard
Military News:
The Daily Star, Aug. 24, 2016:

Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, Adjutant General for the State of New York, announced the
promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard Joshua Fitzgerald of Sidney
Center, serving with the Headquarters and Support Company, 204th Engineer Battalion is
promoted to the rank of private first class.
Evan Tully of Central Bridge, serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment,
501st Ordnance Battalion (Explosive Ordnance Disposal), is promoted to the rank of
specialist.
Matthew Williams of Charlotteville, serving with the Company E (Forward Support
Company Infantry), 427th Brigade Support Battalion, is promoted to the rank of specialist.

http://www.thedailystar.com/community/people/military-news-aug/article_78c2a291-07bf5c52-a5fd-5043aa3aa6da.html
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In the Service
Press Republican, Aug. 24, 2016 :

Sebastian Bailey of Beekmantown has been commissioned a second lieutenant in the Marine
Corps upon graduation from the University of Colorado ROTC program. He was awarded the
James Cathey Leadership Award by the Eternal Valor Foundation for leadership skills within
his Marine ROTC unit while at the university.
Two local servicemen have re-enlisted with the New York Army National Guard:
Sgt. Justin Olsen of Lake Placid with the Joint Force Headquarters and Sgt. Jacob Hyrns of
Lake Placid with the 1427th Transportation Company.
Pvt. First Class Ted Gordon of Morrisonville has been recognized with the Long and Faithful
Service Award for achieving five years' service with New York Guard at Camp Smith, the
New York National Guard training facility near Peekskill. Gordon is assigned to the New
York Guard 10th Brigade.
http://www.pressrepublican.com/opinion/in-the-service-aug/article_1717564c-00fd-5a6b93de-f5c860faca8d.html
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In the Military
Ken -Ton Bee, August 24, 2016:

Paul Campise of Tonawanda, serving with the 105th Military Police Company of the New
York Army National Guard, has been promoted to the rank of specialist.
Andrew Cosme of Kenmore, serving with the 152nd Engineer Support Company of the New
York Army National Guard, has been promoted to the rank of specialist.
Paul Hujer of Kenmore, serving with the Operations Company 42nd Infantry Division of the
New York Army National Guard, has been promoted to the rank of major.

Pvt. Jordan Pisarski of Kenmore was formally welcomed into the 105th Military Police
Company of the New York Army National Guard during its transition ceremony on Aug. 7 at
the Masten Avenue Armory in Buffalo.
http://www.kentonbee.com/news/2016-08-24/Local_News/In_the_Military.html
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Re-enlistments
Democrat and Chronicle, August 24, 2016:

The following re-enlisted with the New York Army National Guard:







Sgt. Melody MacDonald and Pfc. Alexander Zarbis both of Brockport.
Staff Sgt. Christopher Beaver of Bloomfield.
Command Sgt. Maj. Martin Foos of Hilton.
Command Sgt. Maj. Mark Wilson of Leicester.
Spc. Alexander Hernandez of Rochester.
Sgt. 1st Class Gerardo Diaz of Waterloo.

http://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/local/communities/2016/08/24/salutingservice-members/89251354/
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Macedon soldier promoted in New York Army National Guard
Wayne Post, Aug. 19, 2016:

Connor Zerniak, of Macedon, was recently promoted to the rank of specialist in the New
York Army National Guard.
Zerniak serves with the 105th Military Police Company.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability and development potential.
http://www.waynepost.com/news/20160819/notable-names
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