174th Attack Wing
NY Air Guard seeks Air Force help in drone search
Las Vegas Sun: November 17, 2013

The New York Air National Guard asked the U.S. Air Force on Wednesday for help in
finding a multimillion-dollar military drone that crashed into Lake Ontario a day earlier.
The Syracuse-based 174th Attack Wing asked the Air Force to send an HC-130 search
aircraft to look for the missing MQ-9 Reaper, according to Eric Durr, a spokesman for the
New York state Division of Military and Naval Affairs, based in suburban Albany.
The cause of the crash is being investigated.
The unmanned aircraft took off from Wheeler Sack Army Airfield at Fort Drum in northern
New York and crashed early Tuesday afternoon in eastern Lake Ontario. The area where it
crashed is about 12 miles from the lake's eastern shore and 35 miles from Fort Drum, home to
the Army's 10th Mountain Division.
A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter and vessel looked for the aircraft Tuesday, but that search was
called off because of bad weather. The Coast Guard wasn't searching for the drone
Wednesday, Durr said.
He said the 174th doesn't have helicopters or other aircraft to conduct a search, so the unit
sought help from the Air Force's Air Combat Command, which flies HC-130 aircraft used in
search and rescue missions. Two upstate New York guard units fly versions of the C-130 but
it wasn't immediately known if any of their aircraft would conduct the search.
The drone is used by the 174th to train Air Force pilots who use it on surveillance and attack
missions globally. There were no missiles or other armaments aboard the drone, a 36-footlong aircraft that cost $4 million to $5 million, said Col. Greg Semmel, commander of the
174th.
Semmel said that the unit's drone flights have been suspended. No decision had been made on
when they would resume, he said.
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2013/nov/17/us-drone-crash/

More debris from lost NY-based drone recovered
The Times: November 17, 2013

FORT DRUM — Searchers have recovered more pieces of a multimillion-dollar, New Yorkbased military drone that crashed into Lake Ontario during a training flight this week.
Maj. Sandra Stoquert of the Air National Guard’s Syracuse-based 174th Attack Wing says a
significant amount of debris was found along the eastern shore on Friday. She says there’s no
estimate yet of the percentage of the aircraft wreckage found so far.
The drone took off from Fort Drum in northern New York and crashed into the lake Tuesday
about 12 miles from the eastern shore and 20 miles northeast of Oswego.
The U.S. Air Force is convening two investigation boards to determine the cause of the
accident.
The company that makes the Reaper says the cost of a new drone starts at $10 million.
Read more:
http://www.littlefallstimes.com/article/20131117/NEWS/131119731/10059/NEWS#ixzz2l03
7Pf4I

Drone crash: Military drone worth millions at bottom of Lake Ontario
Examiner: November 15, 2013

A drone crash has the taxpayer’s attention today as this was no toy plane that crashed and
ended up in a lake. This was a multimillion dollar military drone that plunged into Lake
Ontario, according to the New York Daily News On Nov. 13.
This drone crash forced the New York Air National Guard to ask the U.S. Air Force for help
in locating this multimillion dollar piece of flying machinery. The military drone took off
from Fort Drum’s Wheeler Sack Army Airfield in northern New York on Tuesday, crashing
into Lake Ontario, some 35-miles away.
It wasn’t until Wednesday that the New York division of the Air National Guard contacted
the Air Force for help. A Coast Guard helicopter joined in on the search Tuesday. They
searched the area about 12 miles from the lake’s eastern shore, where the drone went down.
Due to bad weather on Tuesday the search was called off. The Syracuse based 174th Attack
Wing doesn’t have helicopters or aircraft conducive for conducting a search, this is why they
asked the Air Force for help.
The drone that crashed is used by the 174th to train Air Force pilots to use it globally for
surveillance and attack missions. Col. Greg Semmel said the drone was unarmed when it
crashed. The drone, called the Reaper, costs a small fortune. A new drone would cost the
military between $10 million and $12 million. The drone flights from that base are now
suspended.

http://www.examiner.com/article/drone-crash-military-drone-worth-millions-at-bottom-oflake-ontario

Debris from lost NY-based drone recovered onshore
The Leader herald: November 15, 2013

FORT DRUM, N.Y. (AP) — A search of Lake Ontario's eastern shore has turned up some
pieces of a multimillion-dollar, New York-based military drone that crashed during a training
flight this week.
Maj. Sandra Stoquert (STOH'-kwert) of the Air National Guard's Syracuse-based 174th
Attack Wing says initial reports of debris were reported through local authorities and 174th
personnel were dispatched to recover it. The type of debris was not disclosed.
The drone took off from Fort Drum in northern New York and crashed into the lake Tuesday
about 12 miles from the eastern shore and 20 miles northeast of Oswego (ahs-WEE'-goh).
The U.S. Air Force is convening two investigation boards to determine the cause of the
accident.
The company that makes the Reaper says the cost of a new drone starts at $10 million.
http://www.leaderherald.com/page/content.detail/id/409117/Debris-from-lost-NY-baseddrone-recovered-onshore.html?isap=1&nav=5040

Team arrives in CNY to investigate MQ-9 Reaper crash
News Channel 9: November 17, 2013

Mattydale (WSYR-TV) - A safety board, charged with investigating the crash of an MQ-9
Reaper last week has arrived in Central New York to begin their probe.
A search for the reaper ended Saturday with no luck. It's expected to resume on Monday. The
aircraft went down in Lake Ontario during a training exercise by the 174th Attack Wing
around 1 p.m. on Tuesday. Debris has been found, but the aircraft has not been fully
recovered.
A spokesperson for the 174th Attack Wing said members of the safety board arrived last night
and were given materials gathered by an interim board today. She said no public statements
would be made while the investigation continues.
"Air Combat Command convenes the Safety Investigation Board (SIB) to determine the cause
and to recommend measures necessary to prevent a recurrence. The SIB will not produce a
publicly releasable report," explained Maj. Sandra Stoquert, Chief of Public Affairs for the
174th Attack Wing.

Stoquert said officials will form an Accident Investigation Board to produce a report that will
be made public. However, that investigation will not begin immediately, in order to avoid
interfering with the SIB operations.
Once the Accident Investigation Board (AIB) arrives in Syracuse, members will look into the
nature of the crash through evidence, flight data, and witnesses. The process is expected to
last 3-6 months or longer.
Stoquert said the AIB will include a president and a team of experts.
http://www.9wsyr.com/news/local/story/Team-arrives-in-CNY-to-investigate-MQ-9Reaper/I_0_t93s4EiGAsAY6R0Xlg.cspx

Unit’s search for missing drone in Lake Ontario will likely transfer to Air Force
board Wednesday
Watertown Daily Times: November 19, 2013

The mission to find a crashed MQ-9 Reaper drone in Lake Ontario likely will be transferred
Wednesday to a special Air Force investigation group.
In addition to creating an internal report on what led to the crash, the service’s Safety
Investigation Board will have the authority to call in additional resources to recover the multimillion-dollar aircraft.
The drone’s operator, the New York Air National Guard’s 174th Attack Wing, based in
Syracuse, has been searching the shoreline since the aircraft’s Nov. 12 crash, but its efforts
have been hampered by inclement weather.
Maj. Sandra D. Stoquert, unit spokeswoman, said the search was called off Monday due to
poor weather conditions. There also will be no search today because of the possibility of high
winds and snow.
She said the unit’s final day of searching will be Wednesday. Its commander, Col. Greg A.
Semmel, will make the call at the end of the day about whether to transfer the efforts at that
point to the safety board, which arrived in the area on Sunday.
The aircraft crashed about 12 miles from the lake’s eastern shore and 35 miles from Fort
Drum’s Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield, where it took off. The aircraft was traveling in
approved airspace during a routine training exercise at the time of the crash. The unit’s
remaining Reapers have been grounded since the crash.
Though Col. Semmel estimated the Reaper’s cost at $4 million to $5 million, General
Atomics, the company that makes the Reaper, told the Associated Press the drone’s cost starts
at $10 million.

Maj. Stoquert said the Federal Aviation Administration has some information about the
aircraft’s final path before it crashed that may help the Air Force do a more thorough search.
In addition to the reports of the Air Force safety board, a separate Accident Investigation
Board will produce a publicly releasable report about the crash.
Maj. Stoquert said the crash currently is listed as a suspected Class A crash. If the listing is
confirmed by the Air Force, the safety board would have a 30-day timetable to complete its
report.
Maj. Stoquert estimated that completion of the Accident Investigation Board’s work would
take three to six months, beginning near the end of the safety board’s review.
U.S. Rep. William L. Owens, D-Plattsburgh, said on Monday that he is waiting until the end
of the Air Force investigation before making a full judgement on the aircraft’s use and safety.
“We need to see the report to see if this is a single incident, or if this is a significant issue,” he
said.
If the investigation shows significant safety concerns with the aircraft, he said “we’d need to
reevaluate.”
The incident took place less than a week after the unit opened up a new $5,194,860 hangar to
store two of its drones at Fort Drum’s airfield. Mr. Owens said he still would support a $4.7
million two-bay expansion of that hangar to house the unit’s third and future fourth aircraft.
Money for the expansion currently is being debated as a part of the 2014 defense
authorization bill working its way through Congress.
Mr. Owens also said he does not think the crash will negatively affect the region’s chances of
being one of six selected by the FAA to test integrating unmanned aircraft into the National
Airspace System. The FAA is scheduled to make a decision on sites by the end of the year.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20131119/NEWS03/711199815

Malfunctioning drone crashes into USS Chancellorsville: So what happened?
Examiner.com: November 18, 2013

The USS Chancellorsville, a guided missile cruiser, was engaged in training exercises off the
south California coast Saturday when one of the unmanned drones involved in aerial targeting
suddenly malfunctioned and struck the cruiser. The drone crash caused minor damage to the
ship, and two midshipmen were treated for minor burn injuries following the collision.
Reuters reported (via Yahoo News) Nov. 17 that two naval vessels, the USS Chancellorsville
and another unnamed ship, were tracking the targeting drone in tests for the cruiser's radar
system.

"They're trying to figure out what happened," Lt. Lenaya Rotklein, speaking for the 3rd Fleet,
said, according to NBC News, "It's certainly rare."
What is known, according to Lt. Lenaya, is that the drone was operating normally when it
suddenly veered off course and crashed into the side of the USS Chancellorsville, leaving a 2to 3-foot hole. The cause of the malfunction is under investigation by the U. S. Navy.
The USS Chancellorsville is now headed back to Naval Base San Diego so officials can
properly assess the damage to the ship.
About 300 sailors were aboard the guided missile cruiser when it was hit.
It has been a bad week for military drones this week. The collision with the USS
Chancellorsville is the third crash involving an unmanned drone in five days.
On Thursday, an unmanned drone used to train pilots for the New York National Guard
crashed into Lake Ontario north of Oswego, New York. A student pilot was at the controls
but it is unknown if the handling of the control system contributed to the downing of the
aircraft.
Earlier in the week, an Air Force drone crashed five miles north of Creech Air Force Base in
Nevada. Specifics weren't released about the drone crash, so the cause of its crash is unknown
as well.
The U. S. Air Force is investigating both incidents.
http://www.examiner.com/article/malfunctioning-drone-crashes-into-uss-chancellorsvilleso-what-happened

Weather puts search for NY-based drone on hold
The Telegram: November 19, 2013

FORT DRUM (AP) — The search for more wreckage of the New York-based military drone
that crashed into Lake Ontario a week ago has been put on hold because of the weather.
Maj. Sandra Stoquert of the Air National Guard’s Syracuse-based 174th Attack Wing says
high winds and the possibility of snow or rain on Monday kept airmen from returning to the
lake’s eastern end to look for wreckage from the MQ-9 Reaper.
She says similar forecasts for Tuesday will delay the next search until Wednesday.
The drone flown by the 174th took off last Tuesday from the airfield at Fort Drum and later
crashed about 20 miles northeast of Oswego. Parts of the multi-million-dollar unmanned
aircraft later washed up on the shore near the Oswego-Jefferson county line.

The cause of the crash is being investigated.
http://www.herkimertelegram.com/article/20131119/NEWS/131119666/10059/NEWS

Central New York political leaders mostly silent after Reaper drone crash in
Lake Ontario
Syracuse: November 20, 2013

WASHINGTON - When an A-10 Thunderbolt attack jet crashed in northern Oswego County
and exploded in a massive fireball in 1999, nobody on the ground was hurt. The pilot safely
ejected before the plane crashed in a remote, wooded area in Williamstown.
Still, the Air National Guard decided to hold a public meeting in Williamstown less than a
week after the crash. More than 100 residents turned out to ask questions and receive an
update from military officials.
Fourteen years later, the Air National Guard and Central New York political leaders have said
few words and held no public meetings about the MQ-9 Reaper drone aircraft that crashed
into the eastern end of Lake Ontario on Nov. 12.
The commander of the Air National Guard's 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field in
Mattydale held a news conference on the day of the crash, but has not made any other public
comments in advance of an Air Force investigation that began this week.
The relative silence of military and elected officials concerns members of the Syracuse Peace
Council, who have regularly protested against the stationing of a squadron of Reaper drones
at Hancock Field.
In addition to opposing the overall use of drone aircraft, activist Ed Kinane, of Syracuse, says
he is among those that worry about the safety of the Reapers and the lack of transparency
from the military.
Kinane, in an interview, said it's also troubling that none of Central New York's elected
leaders have spoken up to demand answers about the crash.
"I want to hear that they are wary and opposed to introducing surveillance drones over
Syracuse, Onondaga County and Central New York," Kinane said.
Among the questions Kinane wants answered: Before the crash, was the drone operated over
a populated area? And how close did the troubled aircraft come to the three nuclear power
plants that sit along the Lake Ontario shoreline at Nine Mile Point in Oswego County?
Air National Guard officials have said only that the Reaper drone crashed about 20 miles
north of the Port of Oswego, and about 12 miles off the shoreline. A large amount of debris

was recovered Friday from a sandbar at Montario Point in southern Jefferson County, close to
the border with Oswego County.
Kinane said he suspects one reason for the low-key response is that the crash happened at a
sensitive time for the 174th Attack Wing. By the end of the year, the Federal Aviation
Administration is expected to select six national test sites for integrating drones into the
national airspace. One of the test sites could be Central New York.
The 174th Attack Wing is part of a coalition of more than 40 public, private and academic
organizations in New York and Massachusetts that united to compete for the FAA designation
under a group called NUAIR.
The Northeast UAS Airspace Integration Research Alliance is among 25 finalists the FAA is
considering for the designation.
U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., is among those who have supported the NUAIR
application. Schumer has said a designation for Central New York could help make the region
a national research center for remotely-piloted aircraft.
Asked if last week's crash raised any concerns for the senator, Schumer's office issued a brief
statement: "Investigators need to get to the bottom of this crash and its cause so that the Air
National Guard can figure out how to prevent it from happening again."
Rep. Dan Maffei, D-Syracuse, said in an interview that he will wait for the Air Force to finish
its investigation before passing judgment.
Likewise, U.S. Rep. Bill Owens, D-Plattsburgh, whose district includes Fort Drum, said he
will wait for the investigation to run its course.
"We need to see the report to see if this is a single incident, or if this is a significant issue,"
Owens told the Watertown Daily Times. Owens added that if the report raised safety concerns
"we'd need to reevaluate."
Kinane, the peace activist, is among a group that protested Schumer's support for drones at
the senator's Washington, D.C., office on Monday. Kinane said his group met with a
legislative staffer, but was not offered a chance to meet with Schumer.
"I'm not surprised," Kinane said. "I think we are playing a high-stakes game here. Charles
Schumer wants to bring the drone industry to New York and Massachusetts. A lot of profits
are at stake."
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2013/11/central_new_york_political_leaders_most
ly_silent_after_reaper_drone_crash_in_lak.html

U.S. Navy divers may search for Reaper drone lost in Lake Ontario

Syracuse: November 20, 2013

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Navy divers and salvage experts could be called in to help in the
search and recovery effort for a New York Air National Guard drone that crashed into Lake
Ontario last week, officials said today.
The 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field has recovered pieces of the MQ-9 Reaper drone that
washed ashore, but officials are still searching for the wreckage, said Maj. Sandy Stoquert,
speaking for the unit.
Stoquert said the 174th Attack Wing is coordinating the potential deployment of the Navy
salvage crews, but no decision had been made as of this morning.
After a two-day suspension of the search and recovery effort because of bad weather,
members of the 174th Attack Wing returned to the shoreline today, Stoquert said.
The Sandy Creek Volunteer Fire Department, which used its pontoon boat to help recover
some debris last week off Montario Point in southern Jefferson County, will assist in the
recovery effort again today, Stoquert said.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2013/11/us_navy_divers_may_search_for_reaper_d
rone_lost_in_lake_ontario.html

US Navy divers could join search for crashed drone
WHEC.com: November 21, 2013

By: Associated Press -U.S. Navy divers could join the search for a New York Air National
Guard unmanned aircraft that crashed into Lake Ontario last week.
Maj. Sandra Stoquert of the Air National Guard's 174th Attack Wing says Navy salvage
experts are talking with officials at the Syracuse-based unit about the possible use of divers to
locate and recover wreckage of the MQ-9 Reaper that crashed on November 12.
The drone went down 12 miles from the lake's eastern end after taking off from Fort Drum.
Parts of the drone have been recovered along the shoreline near the Oswego-Jefferson county
line.
Stoquert say airmen from the 174th and members of the Sandy Creek Fire Department
searched the shoreline again Wednesday. She says there's no word yet if the search will
resume Thursday.
http://www.whec.com/news/stories/S3224714.shtml
Crews resume search for downed drone in Lake Ontario

Watertown Times: November 21, 2013
New York Air National Guard and other crews were unsuccessful in their search Wednesday
for a missing MQ-9 Reaper drone, eight days after it crashed into Lake Ontario.
Maj. Sandra D. Stoquert, spokeswoman for the 174th Attack Wing, Syracuse, said the unit
searched the shoreline for the aircraft along with the Sandy Creek Fire Department. At the
same time, Navy salvage experts are coordinating with the unit for the potential use of divers
to locate the multimillion-dollar aircraft.
The search resumed Wednesday after it was called off Monday afternoon and Tuesday
because of inclement weather.
Wednesday was the last day the unit will lead the search before transferring the work to a
special Air Force Safety Investigation Board.
The aircraft crashed Nov. 12, about 12 miles from the lake’s eastern shore and 35 miles from
Fort Drum’s Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield, where it took off. The aircraft was traveling in
approved airspace during a routine training exercise at the time of the crash. The unit’s
remaining Reapers have been grounded since the crash.
Maj. Stoquert previously estimated that a public report about the cause of the crash may not
be released for three to six months, following the end of the work of the safety board, which
will produce an internal report.
The crash was not the only incident of a wayward drone in the past week.
On Saturday, two sailors aboard the USS Chancellorsville were injured when a drone struck
the ship in the Pacific off Point Mugu in Southern California. The cause of that crash is also
under investigation.
On Thursday, an unspecified drone model crashed about five miles north of Creech Air Force
Base, Nev. No people were injured in connection to the crash, and an investigation is
underway.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20131121/NEWS03/711209761

U.S. Navy helping with recovery of drone lost in Lake Ontario
Watertown Daily Times: November 21, 2013

The U.S. Navy is now assisting in the search effort to recover the remaining debris of an MQ9 Reaper drone from Lake Ontario, according to a news release.
The aircraft crashed into the lake on Nov. 12, approximately 20 miles northeast of the port of
Oswego during a routine training mission.

For over a week, the New York Air National Guard’s 174th Attack Wing and other crews
have been trying to salvage the missing drone.
The Air Force Accident Investigation Board has begun probing the mishap.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20131121/NEWS09/711219732

Va.-based Navy experts in NY to aid drone search
Associated Press: November 22, 2013

FORT DRUM, N.Y. (AP) - A team of U.S. Navy experts has arrived in central New York to
help in the search for a military drone that crashed into Lake Ontario last week.
Officials with the New York Air National Guard's Syracuse-based 174th Attack Wing say the
experts from the Fleet Forces Command in Virginia arrived Wednesday at the Oswego Coast
Guard Station to prepare for search and recovery efforts to retrieve wreckage of the MQ-9
Reaper.
The drone crashed into the eastern end of Lake Ontario about 20 miles northeast of Oswego
after taking off from Fort Drum on Nov. 12. Wreckage from the drone has been found along
the shore near the Oswego-Jefferson county line.
Officials say Navy salvage divers may be brought in to recover any wreckage found on the
bottom of the lake.
Copyright 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
http://www.wric.com/story/24041943/va-based-navy-experts-in-ny-to-aid-drone-search

DMNA
National Guard Chief: Quality of Force More Important Than Quantity
National Defense: November 19, 2013

The U.S. military downsizes active-duty forces, some policy makers have suggested it might
be time to increase the ranks of the National Guard. That idea, however, is unrealistic in
today's fiscal environment, said Army Gen. Frank Grass, chief of the National Guard Bureau.
Part-time troops are less expensive than active-duty forces. Nevertheless, it is difficult to
support a plan that asks the Guard to expand while budgets are slashed every year under the
Budget Control Act, Grass told reporters Nov. 19 during a breakfast meeting in Washington,
D.C.

"We're not getting any more money unless somebody changes the law," he said.
Maintaining readiness and ensuring equipment modernization are higher priorities during
these budget crunch times, he said. "In the situation we're in, if we can figure out how to pay
the bill and retain as much capability capacity that we can for the nation and for the
government, that's my goal," he said.
The National Guard, with a force of 460,000, is currently at its highest level of equipment
readiness in its history, Grass said.
Though the war in Afghanistan is wrapping up, Grass anticipates that Guard forces will stay
busy training the Afghan National Army. "We've seen a bit of a trend change over the last
year where we have moved out of combat forces to support forces," said Grass. "The Guard,
because we have a large percentage of Army reservists … will be engaged for a while as the
drawdown occurs."
Grass recommends keeping the force size stable. "If you create too much turbulence within
the Guard, you'll create a bill that the nation cannot afford."
Photo Credit: National Guard, New York Army National Guard soldiers train at Fort Drum.
http://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/blog/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=1342

Joint Force Headquarters
NY National Guard soldiers honored at Bills game
The Wall Street Journal: November 16, 2013

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — More than 150 New York Army National Guard soldiers will be
honored at this week's Buffalo Bills-New York Jets game.
National Guard Soldiers will unfurl a giant American flag across the field during the opening
ceremony when the Bills host the Jets on Sunday. The soldiers will reaffirm their oath during
a halftime ceremony.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo notes that guard members have served not only in Afghanistan and Iraq,
but they have also aided New Yorkers in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy and flooding in
the Mohawk Valley.
http://online.wsj.com/article/APddad117c0a294f5692b63c7a40c3339d.html

NY National Guard soldiers honored at Bills game
The State: November 16, 2013

ORCHARD PARK, N.Y. — More than 150 New York Army National Guard soldiers will be
honored at this week's Buffalo Bills-New York Jets game.
National Guard Soldiers will unfurl a giant American flag across the field during the opening
ceremony when the Bills host the Jets on Sunday. The soldiers will reaffirm their oath during
a halftime ceremony.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo notes that guard members have served not only in Afghanistan and Iraq,
but they have also aided New Yorkers in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy and flooding in
the Mohawk Valley.
Read more here: http://www.thestate.com/2013/11/16/3101933/ny-national-guard-soldiershonored.html#storylink=cpy

Military Museum
NYS Military Museum's WWII tank getting makeover
News10.com : November 22, 2013

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. (AP) - A World War II tank parked behind the New York
State Military Museum for the past decade is getting a makeover.
The state Division of Military and Naval Affairs says the 69-year-old Sherman tank is being
sent to Fort Drum in northern New York, where it will be stripped and repainted before it's
put on display in front of the Saratoga Springs museum next year.
Museum staff and a crew from the New York National Guard will load the tank onto a flatbed
truck Thursday morning for the trip north to Fort Drum.
The tank was one of more than 40,000 Shermans the U.S. produced during the Second World
War.
The Military Museum's Sherman had been on display outside a state armory near Fort Drum
for about 20 years.
Copyright 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
http://www.news10.com/story/24033468/nys-military-museums-wwii-tank-gettingmakeover

Sherman makeover: NY State Military Museum's WWII tank getting a new
paint job at Ft. Drum
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS: November 21, 2013

SARATOGA SPRINGS, New York — A World War II tank parked behind the New York
State Military Museum for the past decade is getting a makeover.
The state Division of Military and Naval Affairs says the 69-year-old Sherman tank is being
sent to Fort Drum in northern New York, where it will be stripped and repainted before it's
put on display in front of the Saratoga Springs museum next year.
Museum staff and a crew from the New York National Guard will load the tank onto a flatbed
truck Thursday morning for the trip north to Fort Drum.
The tank was one of more than 40,000 Shermans the U.S. produced during the Second World
War.
The Military Museum's Sherman had been on display outside a state armory near Fort Drum
for about 20 years.
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/cb766d2dff4d45fa86448e1bd7c86eb5/NY--WWIITank-Makeover

NY Military Museum's WWII tank getting a makeover
Post Star: November 21, 2013

A World War II tank parked behind the New York State Military Museum for the past decade
is getting a makeover.
The state Division of Military and Naval Affairs says the 69-year-old Sherman tank is being
sent to Fort Drum in northern New York, where it will be stripped and repainted before it's
put on display in front of the Saratoga Springs museum next year.
Museum staff and a crew from the New York National Guard will load the tank onto a flatbed
truck Thursday morning for the trip north to Fort Drum.
The tank was one of more than 40,000 Shermans the U.S. produced during the Second World
War.
The Military Museum's Sherman had been on display outside a state armory near Fort Drum
for about 20 years.
http://poststar.com/news/state-and-regional/ny-military-museum-s-wwii-tank-getting-amakeover/article_36698f9c-887d-5a8a-80d3-6138b348f070.html

World War II tank bound for beautification
WNYT: November 21, 2013

SARATOGA SPRINGS - It was the beginning of a special makeover in Saratoga Springs
Thursday morning.
A World War II-era Sherman Tank that has been sitting in storage behind the State Military
Museum was loaded onto a flatbed truck bound for Fort Drum.
The nearly 70-year-old tank will be completely stripped and re-painted before it returns to the
museum for display next year.
The US Army used more than 19,000 of these Sherman Tanks during World War II.
http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S3224832.shtml?cat=300

New York Army National Guard
U.S. Navy arrives in Oswego to search for missing Reaper drone in Lake Ontario
Syracuse.com : November 21, 2013

WASHINGTON -- More than a week after a New York Air National Guard aircraft crashed
into Lake Ontario, a U.S. Navy team has arrived in Oswego to take over the search and
recovery effort, military officials said today.
The Navy search platoon from the Fleet Forces Command in Virginia arrived at the Oswego
Coast Guard Station on Lake Ontario on Wednesday, the officials said.
The team will search for the wreckage of the MQ-9 Reaper drone that crashed during a
routine training mission Nov. 12 into Lake Ontario, about 20 miles northeast of the Port of
Oswego and about 12 miles from shore.
An undisclosed number of pieces of the wreckage have been recovered by the Air National
Guard near Montario Point in southern Jefferson County. The Sandy Creek Volunteer Fire
Department helped recover the wreckage, which washed up on a sandbar near the shore.
The Air National Guard said the Navy salvage divers may help retrieve the wreckage once it
is located.
An Air Force safety investigation team also arrived in Central New York this week to begin
looking into the cause of the accident.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2013/11/us_navy_arrives_in_oswego_to_search_f
or_missing_reaper_drone_in_lake_ontario.html

Civil War painting going up for auction in NYC
Merced Sun Star: November 19, 2013

NEW YORK — A painting by Sanford Robinson Gifford made while he served in the Union
Army could bring as much as $5 million at auction.
"Sunday Morning in the Camp of the Seventh Regiment near Washington, D.C., in May
1861" could set a new auction record for the Hudson River School artist on Dec. 5, Christie's
auction house said. The presale estimate is $3 million to $5 million.
The seller is The Union League Club in New York City, which acquired it directly from the
artist in 1871. It is one of four major paintings Gifford made of the Civil War as a Union
soldier.
The current auction record for a Gifford work is $2.1 million, set at Christie's in 2005 for his
"Fire Island Beach."
"Sunday Morning in the Camp of the Seventh Regiment" hung in the Oval Office of the
White House when it was on loan there from 1976 to 1989.
The oil painting, measuring 16 inches by 30 inches, has been exhibited at The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Corcoran Gallery and the Smithsonian American Art Museum.
Gifford served three tours of duty in the Union Army as a member of the 8th Company of the
7th Regiment, the New York State National Guard. The regiment was among the first
President Abraham Lincoln called to defend the Capitol.
The painting depicts soldiers gathered on a grassy field on the outskirts of Washington as a
clergyman preaches from a podium draped with the American flag. The Capitol, the Potomac
River and the unfinished Washington Monument are visible in the background.
The Union League Club is selling the work to raise funds for improvements to its landmark
Park Avenue clubhouse. It was founded in 1863 to help preserve the Union. The club's
contributions include helping erect the Statue of Liberty and the Lincoln Monument in Union
Square. Members have included prominent civic, state and national leaders. Today it is a
social club that focuses on public affairs.
Read more here: http://www.mercedsunstar.com/2013/11/19/3343431/civil-war-paintinggoing-up-for.html#storylink=cpy

Duty Calls
Times Union: November 16, 2013

New York Army National Guard Lt. Col. Henry Pettit of Schenectady assumed command of
the Army National Guard's Recruiting and Retention Battalion at a ceremony at Watervliet
Arsenal.

Pettit replaces Lt. Col. Steven Rowe, who will take over the New York Army National
Guard's Military Personnel Directorate, which is also based at Watervliet Arsenal.
Pettit, a veteran of the Afghanistan war, was commissioned a second lieutenant after
graduating from the Empire State Military Academy's Officer Candidate School, Peekskill, in
1993.
During his assignment with the 1st Battalion, 105th Infantry he was a first responder to the
World Trade Center on Sept. 11 and assisted with establishing military security forces
stationed in New York City airports and at Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant.
He is a graduate of Regents College.
Pettit has earned a Bronze Star, four Meritorious Service Medals, four Army Commendation
Medals, four Army Achievement Medals, an Army Good Conduct Medal, a Pathfinder Badge
and a Master Recruiter Badge.
http://www.timesunion.com/default/article/Duty-Calls-Ravena-sailor-helps-launch-USSFord-4987839.php

Citizen solder aids civilians: Training pays off in building collapse
DVIDS: November 17, 2013

CAMP SMITH, N.Y. - A New York Army National Guard soldier and police officer credits
his military training for helping him save the victim of a building collapse in 2011.
"Being in the military, being calm, cool and collected definitely helped," said Sgt. Martin
Gonzalez, recounting the day that he and other officers gave first aid to Tariq Mohmood Guja
and helped extricated him from under some fallen roof trusses. "In the Army you're trained to
go toward the fight. That's what we did that day."
For his actions, Gonzalez was awarded the New York State Medal of Valor in a ceremony
here on Nov. 17. Now a Fallsburg, N.Y. police officer, Gonzalez was working as police
officer for the village of Liberty, N.Y. when the structure – a gas station under construction -collapsed on the afternoon of Oct. 15, 2011.
It was very windy that day, and he saw them putting up the trusses when he drove by the site
in the morning, said Gonzalez, a member of the 727th Military Police Detachment and
resident of Woodburn, N.Y.
“I thought, ‘it’s a little windy to be doing that today,’” he recalled.
That afternoon, a person came into the lobby and told them that the gas station, which was
about a block away, had collapsed, Gonzalez recalled. Though he didn't quite believe it, he
and his fellow officer Devin Brust headed off on foot to investigate.

On the way, they saw a panicky construction worker running toward them, screaming, "My
friends! My friends!" Gonzalez said.
"At that point I said, 'holy cow,' this is real," he recalled. The sight that greeted them when
they arrived was "a disaster," he added.
"It was horrible," he recalled. "The building trusses were collapsed into the building itself." A
construction worker told them the location of two people trapped under the wooden trusses,
and he and Brust entered through a window.
They found Guja, the gas station owner, and Franco Suquilanda, a construction worker,
trapped under the timber, Gonzalez recalled. Guja was bleeding heavily from a large gash on
his forehead, and Gonzalez immediately thought, "without our help, they're not going to
survive."
Guja was also in great pain and couldn't open his eyes because of his wound, Gonzalez said.
As he and Brust crouched next to him in the closet-like space, Guja grabbed at his arms,
moaned and asked if he was going to die, he recalled.
Gonzalez is a trained Army Combat Lifesaver –- a non-medical Soldier who can provide lifesaving measures as a secondary duty if primary or combat missions allow. He responded with
these skills, used Guja's shirt to apply direct pressure to his wound, checked his pulse and
breathing and reassured him.
"We were doing what I learned in that class," Gonzalez said.
Liberty Police Department Sgt. Scott McAfee arrived and began coordinating medical and
other emergency aid, Gonzalez recalled, while Brust prevented other construction workers
from trying to free Suquilanda.
As they worked, a broken window frame swayed dangerously over their heads, Gonzalez
said.
"It seemed ready to fall down," he recalled. "It was windy, and it was moving back and forth
over us."
Firefighters and emergency medical technicians (EMTs) arrived about 10 minutes later and
took over first aid, Gonzalez said. Brust used a chainsaw to clear away beams so the EMTs
would have room to move Guja to a stretcher, and both victims were flown to a hospital, he
added.
About six months later he ran into Guja, who was still recovering, Gonzalez said. Though
Guja didn’t remember what happened, he was very grateful for the officers’ help, he added.
The village of Liberty later gave their Meritorious Service Award to Gonzalez, Brust and
McAfee.

Col. Reginald Sanders, commander of the 369th Sustainment Brigade, presented the New
York State Medal of Valor to Gonzalez. The Medal of Valor is presented for acts of "valor,
heroism, courage or gallantry" in either a civilian or a military capacity, and is the highest
state award a member of the National Guard can receive.
Sanders and Gonzalez’s fellow soldiers applauded him at the ceremony. He responded
humbly, saying that soldiers are different breed who put others first.
“The desire to serve our community courses through our blood,” Gonzalez remarked at the
ceremony. “I don’t consider what I did that day special. I responded to a call for help and I
acted.”
He advised his fellow soldiers to rely on their training, trust their judgment, never give up,
never give in and always fight.
“The Army gave us the skills to succeed, we always have the courage to get the job done,”
Gonzalez said.
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/116946/citizen-solder-aids-civilians-trainingpays-off-building-collapse#ixzz2l5iDqF7L

Local Army National Guard soldiers re-enlist
Auburn Pub: November 16, 2013

LATHAM — Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general for the state of New York,
announces the re-enlistment of two members of the New York Army National Guard:
• Sgt. Kenneth Gascoigne, from Weedsport, has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion
• Staff Sgt. Robert Long, from Cayuga, has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion.
http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/local-army-national-guard-soldiers-reenlist/article_499905a3-8428-549b-b404-03a04ed25b93.html

Civil War Painting Could Fetch Record $5 Million
Art Fix Daily: November 19, 2013

A work that Sanford Robinson Gifford painted when he served in the Union army during the
Civil War leads Christie’s Dec. 5 auction in New York. Estimated at $3-5 million, Sunday
Morning in the Camp of the Seventh Regiment near Washington, D.C., in May 1861 could
fetch a new world auction record for the Hudson River School master.

Gifford’s rare depictions of the American Civil War are particularly noteworthy and poignant
as they are based on his firsthand experiences as a Union soldier from his three tours of duty
in the spring and summer of 1861, 1862 and 1863, while most artists painted solely via
observation.
Elizabeth Sterling, Head of American Art at Christie’s, said, “One of four major large-scale
paintings based on Sanford Robinson Gifford’s involvement in the War, this work is the most
important work by the artist to have ever been offered for sale publicly."
The work "presents a historically accurate account of quotidian military life, as well as a
glimpse into Gifford’s optimistic outlook on the Civil War and his faith in the Union troops,"
says Sterling.
Born in Greenfield, New York in 1823, Gifford formally studied at Brown University from
1842-1844 and, following his move to New York City, later trained under the tutelage of
British watercolorist and drawing-master, John R. Smith. In 1846, he left the confines of the
classroom and ventured to the Berkshire Hills and the Catskill Mountains to sketch from
nature. This experience transformed his career, leading to his reputation as a first-rank
member of the Hudson River School and arguably the father of American Luminism.
In 1861, immediately following the Confederate siege on Fort Sumter, Gifford volunteered to
join the Union army as a member of the Eighth Company of the Seventh Regiment, New
York State National Guard, which was posted to defend Washington, D.C. As such, he was
among the first 75,000 soldiers President Abraham Lincoln called to defend the capital.
Despite the demands of being a soldier, Gifford carried a sketchbook with him, capturing
small vignettes of military life on his breaks. Sunday Morning in the Camp of the Seventh
Regiment near Washington, D.C., in May 1861 reflects Gifford’s unique and personal
observations from inside his regiment through a blended style of masterful landscape and
insightful narrative. He presents a sweeping vista of a Sunday ritual in the Seventh Regiment
taking place in the outskirts of America’s capitol, which can be seen in the middleground of
the composition. Gifford employs the Washington monument, which was then in the process
of being erected, as the vehicle for the one-point perspective that supplies the painting with
unrivaled drama.
The only example in Gifford’s series of four major Civil War pictures that remains in private
hands, Sunday Morning in the Camp of the Seventh Regiment near Washington, D.C., in May
1861 has been in the collection of The Union League Club in New York City since 1871.
The work has been exhibited at such renowned institutions as The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, the Corcoran Gallery of Art, and the Smithsonian American Art Museum, in addition to
having been hung in the Oval Office of the White House while it was on loan there, from the
U.S. Bicentennial in 1976 to 1989.
http://www.artfixdaily.com/news_feed/2013/11/19/4868-civil-war-painting-could-fetchrecord-5-million

Guardsman honored for heroism in Liberty
Times Herald-Record: November 21, 2013

LIBERTY — The roof caved in. The front of the building was destroyed. Debris and broken
wood covered the ground. Blood was everywhere.
To the left, a semiconscious man had blood pouring from a large gash in his head. Another
man was trapped under the rubble.
"Oh my God, this is real," Martin Gonzalez, Village of Liberty police officer and member of
the National Guard, thought to himself as he stared at the Mobil gas station in the village that
crumbled during a renovation project.
During his career, Gonzalez, 31, of Woodbourne, never experienced something so horrific.
But there was no time to hesitate. He and his partner, Devin Brust, had to react quickly, even
if it meant risking their own lives.
They entered building through an open window. Gonzalez immediately turned his attention to
store owner Tariq Mohmood Guja. Guja was lying on his back with his eyes closed. The
injured man kept saying he was going to die. But Gonzalez wouldn't let him. The officer
wrapped a shirt around Guja's head to control the bleeding. He checked the owner's vital signs
and waited for help.
Meanwhile, Brust grabbed a chainsaw. He began cutting through the mangled wood from the
trusses and part of the front wall. Eventually he reached Franco Suqulianda, a trapped
construction worker, but couldn't free his legs.
Eventually, firefighters and paramedics arrived on scene to help rescue the men. Both victims
survived and five other workers were treated for minor bumps and bruises.
"Anyone who puts on this uniform ... would have done the same thing," Gonzalez said of his
actions on Oct. 5, 2011. "The desire to serve our community runs through our veins."
Two years after the collapse, Gonzalez received the biggest honor of his career. Gov. Andrew
Cuomo awarded him New York's most prestigious military honor, the Medal of Valor, at a
ceremony Sunday at Camp Smith in Cortlandt Manor.
"Gonzalez's heroic actions in the face of danger helped save two men in his community,"
Cuomo said. "He is wholly deserving of this recognition."
The officers also received a Village of Liberty meritorious service award.
A lot has changed for Gonzalez since the collapse. He and his wife, Kristin, had their first
child, Kara, five months ago. He now works as a school resource officer at Benjamin Cosor

Elementary School in Fallsburg. But as time goes by, Gonzalez said he will never forget those
20 minutes when his life was on the line.
"It's a proud moment," said Gonzalez. "It's why you become a police officer."
http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20131121/NEWS/311210333&tem
plate=printart

Police Officer In Sullivan County Is Awarded Medal of Valor
WAMC: November 20, 2013

A National Guard sergeant in the Hudson Valley has been awarded New York’s most
prestigious military award and with it came the governor’s congratulations.
New York Army National Guard Sergeant Martin Gonzalez was awarded the New York State
Medal of Valor, the state’s most prestigious military award. The award recognizes Gonzalez’s
actions in his civilian role as a police officer in the Sullivan County Village of Liberty Police
Department in October 2011. That’s when a gas station under construction collapsed on two
workers. Gonzalez and two other Liberty police officers responded. According to his citation,
Gonzalez not only entered the building without any thought for his own safety, but stayed
inside the building after emergency medical personnel arrived. Gonzalez received the award
over the weekend at Camp Smith, the National Guard training center near Peekskill. Gonzalez
now serves in the Fallsburg Police Department, also in Sullivan County.
http://wamc.org/post/police-officer-sullivan-county-awarded-medal-valor

