CBS 6
National Guard soldiers arrive home in New
August 18 2014
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- More than 250 soldiers in a New York Army National Guard
aviation unit are back home from the Persian Gulf.
National Guard officials say the soldiers in the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
arrived home over the weekend after demobilizing at Fort Hood. They arrived at
the Texas Army base earlier this month after serving overseas since December.
A second group of about 150 soldiers from the same unit are scheduled to return
from overseas Tuesday and Wednesday to begin their demobilization tasks at Fort
Hood. They're expected to get back to New York state over the next two weeks.
The 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade is based in the Albany suburb of Latham. Other
elements of the brigade are based in Rochester, Olean, Dunkirk and Long Island.
http://www.cbs6albany.com/news/features/top-story/stories/national-guardsoldiers-arrive-home-new-york-18621.shtml
SFGate
National Guard soldiers arrive home in New York
8/18/14
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — More than 250 soldiers in a New York Army National Guard
aviation unit are back home from the Persian Gulf.
National Guard officials say the soldiers in the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
arrived home over the weekend after demobilizing at Fort Hood. They arrived at
the Texas Army base earlier this month after serving overseas since December.
A second group of about 150 soldiers from the same unit are scheduled to return
from overseas Tuesday and Wednesday to begin their demobilization tasks at Fort
Hood. They're expected to get back to New York state over the next two weeks.
The 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade is based in the Albany suburb of Latham. Other
elements of the brigade are based in Rochester, Olean, Dunkirk and Long Island.
http://www.sfgate.com/news/article/National-Guard-soldiers-arrive-home-in-NewYork-5695094.php
Poughkeepsie Journal
New York soldiers return from Kuwait
8/18/14

Hundreds of Western New York soldiers from the New York Army National Guard’s
42nd Combat Aviation Brigade returned home to Rochester, Dunkirk and Olean last
weekend after about a year’s deployment in Kuwait.
About 400 soldiers from Western New York had been stationed in Kuwait since
December. After demobilization exercises in Fort Hood, Texas, over 250 of those
soldiers came home to their families. The unit’s mission was maintenance and
support for Army aviation units, said Col. Richard Goldenberg.
The soldiers trained with other branches of the U.S. military and international
military forces while in Kuwait, and worked with aircraft like Apache and
Blackhawk helicopters.
The remaining 150 soldiers of the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade will return to
Western New York in the few weeks, Goldenberg said.
Personnel from Western New York bases met the soldiers when they arrived at Fort
Hood to assist in the demobilization process, Goldenberg said. When the soldiers
arrive at their home airports, they usually want to spend that time with their
families, he said.
“For those of us who’ve been deployed, we know that it is often harder on the
families back home than it is on the soldier who is deployed,” Goldenberg said.
“We’re not only proud of what these soldiers have done, but of their families as
well.”
After coming home, the soldiers will complete several months of reorientation
back into traditional National Guard status, which is two summer weeks and one
weekend per month of military training, Goldenberg said. The deployment window
for the Army National Guard is every four to six years.
http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/news/local/2014/08/18/new-york-troopsreturn/14262135/
WGY
400 Guardsmen Returning
8/18/14
More than 250 local National Guard soldiers are back home after serving in Kuwait
and another 150 are scheduled home by Labor Day, according to a spokesman.
The members of the New York Army National Guard's 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
returned home to the Capital Region over the weekend. The brigade left last
September and provided air support for U.S. military forces deployed in Kuwait.
The 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, based in Latham, is a headquarters element of
120 Soldiers who commanded an aviation task force of about 1,200 Active Army and
Army National Guard aviation troops during their Kuwait deployment. The Soldiers
had been serving in Kuwait since December.

"The most impressive characteristic of this deployment was the initiative and
ingenuity displayed by the Soldiers of this organization," said Col. Albert
Ricci, 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade Commander in his final published comments to
the brigade before redeployment.
"We conducted deck landing operations with Navy and Coast Guard ships, to include
embarking on the USS George H.W. Bush aircraft carrier. We executed overwater
gunnery, unique helicopter training with Marines and Special Forces refining our
techniques and procedures."
"Our Soldiers gained a wealth of experience training and conducting genuine
strategic operational missions within the North Arabian Gulf," Ricci said.
New York's aviation task force included 200 members of the 642nd Aviation Support
Battalion (ASB), with Soldiers based on Long Island, Rochester, Olean and
Dunkirk, NY along with 60 Soldiers from Company A, 3rd Battalion, 142nd Aviation,
also based in Latham, NY, flying ten UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters.
The brigade also received 400 troops of the 3rd Battalion, 238th General Support
Aviation Battalion, a Michigan National Guard aviation unit with some elements
from the Delaware National Guard.
42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
The 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, a component of the Troy-based 42nd Infantry
Division, provides command and control for Army Aviation units. The brigade is
responsible for elements in 11 states. Components of the 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade in New York include the 3rd Battalion, 142nd Assault Helicopter
Battalion, based in Ronkonkoma and Latham, and the 642nd Aviation Support
Battalion with elements in Ronkonkoma, Rochester, Dunkirk and Olean.
A General Support Aviation Battalion includes UH-60 helicopters configured as Air
Ambulances for medical evacuation, UH-60 used in the command and control role to
move key personnel around the country, and CH-47 heavy lift helicopters which can
move up to 30 troops and large amounts of cargo.
In 2004/2005 the brigade mobilized with the 42nd Infantry Division and deployed
to Tikrit, Iraq where it conducted combat missions in four Iraqi provinces with
units from the Active Army, the California Army National Guard and the Army
Reserve.
The brigade headquarters is based at the New York State Armory in Latham and
since returning from Iraq has coordinated aviation efforts in support of
emergency responses to Mohawk and Hudson River flooding and Tropical Storms Irene
and Lee in 2011 and Superstorm Sandy in 2012.
Read more: http://www.wgy.com/articles/capital-region-news-312698/400-guardsmenreturning-12679677#ixzz3Apr11HR5

JEMS.com

Civilian ER Physicians Help Train New York National Guard Medics
New York Army National Guard medical soldiers receive lessons from Albany Medical
Center staff
Sgt. 1st Class Steven Petibone | | Tuesday, August 19, 2014
CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, N.Y. - New York Army National Guard medical Soldiers
turned their training up a notch Aug. 5, when they got some hands-on instruction
from experienced emergency room doctors.
Dr. Anar Patel, an emergency medicine associate professor and Dr. Erica
Igbindghene, another emergency medicine specialist, took a day away from their
regular jobs at Albany Medical Center in New York, to share their specialist
skills with the Medical Command, or MEDCOM, Soldiers.
The two have three years of combined experience working as resident physicians in
the medical center's emergency room.
"Working with a few civilian counterparts gives our Soldiers an edge," said Col.
James Coleman, the New York Army National Guard state surgeon. "They (the
doctors) provide a level of training that most of the Soldiers haven't gotten
before, especially in emergency situations, while manning a Combat Support
Hospital."
The doctors spent the entire day instructing small groups of Soldiers on two key
life-saving skills.
Working with a medical mannequin at Camp Smith's Medical Simulation
taught the Soldiers how to insert a laryngoscope through the throat
open an air passage. They also taught the medical troops how to put
endotracheal tube into the lungs, so that a bag-mask ventilator can
assist a patient's breathing.

Center, they
in order to
an
be applied to

The Medical Simulation Center is filled with advanced-level hospital-based
medical mannequins that are connected to computers. These computers monitor the
vital signs of the computerized "patients" so that the students know what works
best in a life-saving emergency.
Sgt. Rachelle Cunningham, a medic team leader from Lee Center, N.Y., said that
training with the emergency room doctors was extremely useful.
When her Soldiers went through the training, she made it a point to have a junior
Soldier take charge of each drill.
"I like to place the younger Soldiers who are not experienced into a more senior
role," Cunningham said. "By doing that, they are forced to see things their way,
and then later make suggestions that we might not have thought of during the
training."
Along with honing their medical skills, the MEDCOM Soldiers also worked on basic
military skills like map reading and land navigation. In one exercise, for

example, the troops had to navigate their way to the simulation center and then
treat wounded troops coming in from the field, including working with Patel and
Igbindghene.
For the two emergency room doctors, their day training with the National Guard
was very worthwhile, Patel said.
"I'm definitely all in for this type of training," she said. "I will spread the
word around Albany Medical Center about the high level of training that the New
York National Guard does here, and bring more doctors here the next time."
http://www.jems.com/article/news/civilian-er-physicians-help-train-new-yo
WHAM 1180
NY Air Guard to Demonstrate Drone in Syracuse
8/19/14
Syracuse, NY -- The New York Air National Guard's 174th Attack Wing is preparing
to begin flying drones in an out of Hancock Airport in Syracuse.
The Guard has invited to watch an MQ-9 remotely-powered aircraft taxi at the
airport for the first time Tuesday afternoon.
The planes currently fly from Fort Drum. It is expected the Federal Aviation
Administration will eventually approve flights to and from Hancock.
Read more: http://www.wham1180.com/articles/rochester-news-122742/ny-air-guardto-demonstrate-drone-12683955#ixzz3ArVXWCe6
Localsyr.com
174th operating drone at Hancock Field in Syracuse for the first time
08/19/2014 11:08 AM
Syracuse (WSYR-TV) - For the first time ever, the Air National Guard's 174th
Attack Wing will operate a drone at Hancock Field.
The MQ-9 Reaper won’t be in the air, instead there will be a taxiing exercise on
the runway at the National Guard air base on Tuesday.
The FAA still needs to approve take-offs and landings for the unmanned aircraft
at Hancock.
All MQ-9 flights have been out of Fort Drum.
http://www.localsyr.com/story/d/story/174th-operating-drone-at-hancock-field-insyracuse/28277/rGyXwRtTg0qrcDooekq0JQ
Army.mil

Civilian ER docs help New York Guard medics hone emergency medical skills
August 19, 2014
By Sgt. 1st Class Steven Petibone
CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, N.Y. (Aug. 19, 2014) -- New York Army National Guard
medical Soldiers turned their training up a notch Aug. 5, when they got some
hands-on instruction from experienced emergency room doctors.
Dr. Anar Patel, an emergency medicine associate professor and Dr. Erica
Igbindghene, another emergency medicine specialist, took a day away from their
regular jobs at Albany Medical Center in New York, to share their specialist
skills with the Medical Command, or MEDCOM, Soldiers.
The two have three years of combined experience working as resident physicians in
the medical center's emergency room.
"Working with a few civilian counterparts gives our Soldiers an edge," said Col.
James Coleman, the New York Army National Guard state surgeon. "They (the
doctors) provide a level of training that most of the Soldiers haven't gotten
before, especially in emergency situations, while manning a Combat Support
Hospital."
The doctors spent the entire day instructing small groups of Soldiers on two key
life-saving skills.
Working with a medical mannequin at Camp Smith's Medical Simulation
taught the Soldiers how to insert a laryngoscope through the throat
open an air passage. They also taught the medical troops how to put
endotracheal tube into the lungs, so that a bag-mask ventilator can
assist a patient's breathing.
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The Medical Simulation Center is filled with advanced-level hospital-based
medical mannequins that are connected to computers. These computers monitor the
vital signs of the computerized "patients" so that the students know what works
best in a life-saving emergency.
Sgt. Rachelle Cunningham, a medic team leader from Lee Center, N.Y., said that
training with the emergency room doctors was extremely useful.
When her Soldiers went through the training, she made it a point to have a junior
Soldier take charge of each drill.
"I like to place the younger Soldiers who are not experienced into a more senior
role," Cunningham said. "By doing that, they are forced to see things their way,
and then later make suggestions that we might not have thought of during the
training."
Along with honing their medical skills, the MEDCOM Soldiers also worked on basic
military skills like map reading and land navigation. In one exercise, for

example, the troops had to navigate their way to the simulation center and then
treat wounded troops coming in from the field, including working with Patel and
Igbindghene.
For the two emergency room doctors, their day training with the National Guard
was very worthwhile, Patel said.
"I'm definitely all in for this type of training," she said. "I will spread the
word around Albany Medical Center about the high level of training that the New
York National Guard does here, and bring more doctors here the next time."
http://www.army.mil/article/131862/Civilian_ER_docs_help_New_York_Guard_medics_ho
ne_emergency_medical_skills/
TWC News
First MQ-9 Reaper Operates at Hancock Field
08/19/2014
Even though Reaper pilots have been operating out of the Hancock Field Air
National Guard Base since 2009, the MQ-9 aircraft has never actually been used at
the base. For training missions, they're flown out of Fort Drum. Tuesday the
drone taxied at the base for the first time. Reporter Katie Gibas has the story.
ONONDAGA COUNTY, N.Y. -- The excitement is building at the Hancock Field Air
National Guard Base, as the MQ-9 reaper moved across the runway at the base for
the first time ever.
"To be able to get airplanes back on the ramp, operating in our own hometown. In
our community. To be able to show the community that we have airplanes here and
that we can do it safely and operate off of Hancock Field safely, is huge for us
and just as a morale builder for the organization. It's great," said Col. Greg
Semmel, the 174th Attack Wing Commander.
While the reapers are piloted out of Hancock,
Drum. The 174th Attack Wing was approached by
regulations and safety precautions to fly the
New York. Taxiing on the runway was the first
the airfield.

they're currently housed at Fort
the FAA to help them come up with
unmanned aircrafts out of Central
step to being able to take off from

"Not having have to move a lot of folks up to Fort Drum and back here almost
every day so by operating right out of here will be a lot more cost efficient.
We'll save a lot of money in logistics. We'll be able to increase our thruput for
training more students," said Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston, the NY Air National Guard
Commander.
It will still be a slow and methodical process before seeing the MQ-9 Reaper in
the air. The 174th Attack Wing Commander said he hopes to see them off the ground
in the next six months.

"Just staying within just a couple miles within the airfield here to work out the
procedures and to get the FAA controllers comfortable with the operations. And
once we're comfortable with that, we'll work our way out further," said Semmel.
The commander of the 174th said even once they're approved to fly out of Hancock,
they will continue Fort Drum operations. As part of pilot training, they do need
to learn about loading weapons into the reapers, and that will not happen in
Syracuse. That training will be reserved for Fort Drum.
More than 99.5 percent of overseas missions for the MQ-9 is surveillance to
support troops on the ground.
They said the drones will not be used for surveillance on U.S. civilians.
The commander said being able to fly the Reapers out of Hancock will also allow
them to better assist in emergency situations and natural disasters here at home.
http://binghamton.twcnews.com/content/news/762251/first-mq-9-reaper-operates-athancock-field/
Syracuse.com
174th Attack Wing commander promises: No U.S. surveillance with our drones, no
flying with live ordnance in CNY (photos / video)
August 19, 2014
SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Col. Greg Semmel, commander of the Air National Guard's 174th
Attack Wing, made the following promises Tuesday to the Central New Yorkers who
live under the airspace now frequented by MQ-9 reaper drones on training
missions.
1: The military will continue to use the reaper drone only in special air space
dedicated by the FAA for military training.
2: They will never use the airplane for targeted surveillance of any New York or
United States citizen on the ground.
3: They will never fly live ordnance on the airplane out of Hancock Air Field.
Semmel and other officials invited the media to Hancock Air Field in DeWitt
Tuesday afternoon to watch the first-ever taxi of an MQ-9 at Hancock.
It was mostly a ceremonial operation - designed to show the next small step
toward allowing drones to operate out of an airport that shares commercial space.
For now, pilots are stationed at ground controls inside Hancock without the
airplanes.
From there, they operate the controls for unmanned aircraft over missions in
Afghanistan and other overseas locations. Pilots at Hancock have also conducted
3,300 hours of training flights over New York.

The FAA cleared Hancock last year to expand training areas and to transition from
high altitude down to the field. Training flights are now operating over parts of
Onondaga, Madison and Oswego counties.
Those planes take off and land at Fort Drum, near Watertown.
The next step - he hopes in the next six months - is to allow planes to take off
and land from Hancock.
Semmel said it will save money and allow 50 percent more training time. For now,
the staff involved in take-off and landing and maintenance travel daily to Fort
Drum.
Moving those operations to Hancock will save taxpayers up to $1 million a year,
he said.
It would also save time in case of a domestic emergency, if for example, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo asked for help monitoring a hurricane, he said.
For Tuesday's demonstration, an MQ-9 reaper drone taxied around a runway outside
an airplane hangar on the base. Ground staff motioned to it as if there were
pilots inside. They were in radio communication with pilots.
The plane was as loud as the small commercial airplanes that take off every day
at the Syracuse airport. The propeller, which is in the back, was strong enough
to blow your hair from half a football field away.
Semmel declared the first-ever taxi a success.
After the demonstration, he answered questions from the press.
On the drone crash last November in Lake Ontario, which they call "the mishap:"
Semmel said he cannot answer questions about that incident. But he said the
community continues to support the mission.
"I don't think it has changed the level of support throughout the community at
all," he said.
He said the Air Force took steps to make sure the drones flying now are using
older software than what was used in the drone that crashed.
The Air Force has said the GPS and other systems failed multiple times in the
crash last November.
On air strikes over Afghanistan and other regions:
Semmel was asked for statistics about the number of air strikes and deaths from
air strikes over Afghanistan by operations based at Hancock Air Base.
Semmel said he cannot discuss specifics of air strikes for security reasons.

He said pilots in the 174th Attack Wing work around the clock to support the
mission of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance to keep troops safe on
the ground.
When asked to characterize the percent of time spent on surveillance versus air
strikes, he said strikes are rare.
"When you get down to it, it's less than one-half percent of the time that we're
asked to use weapons," he said.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/08/174th_attack_wing_commander_promis
es_never_to_use_drones_for_surveillance_in_cny.html

DVIDS
New York Guard C-12s prove versatile in East Africa
August 20, 2014
CAMP LEMONNIER, Djibouti - Djibouti is a place so distant to most Americans it
seems unreal. But, for six members of the New York Army National Guard, it’s been
home for the past nine months. Detachment 20, Operational Airlift Support, a C-12
airlift unit, has pushed the boundaries of their aircraft and their careers while
serving in East Africa.
“Africa is huge,” said Chief Warrant Officer 5 Kent Wagner, Det. 20 Commander.
“The distance from Djibouti to Kenya is about the same as flying from New York to
Miami. It’s not just that, but stateside, it’s hard to find a place that’s not
within gliding distance or radar control of an airfield. Here, that’s how we fly
most of the time.”
The soldiers are assigned to Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa, based out
of Camp Lemonnier, but members travel all over eastern Africa to support
military-to-military engagements, humanitarian efforts and build regional
partnerships. The C-12 has proven to be a versatile asset for CJTF-HOA. The twin
engine, turbo-prop aircraft is traditionally valued for executive transport, a
role it still fills well.
“The C-12 can really be a force protection asset. When we arrive at many
commercial airports, we use different parts of the airfield. It adds options.”
The C-12 is small enough that it can service airports smaller than many other
aircraft, but has more range than rotary assets.
“When we first arrived, we mostly moved our leadership to exercises and
engagements around the AOR.” Said Chief Warrant Officer 4 Chris Panarese. “But
after the Juba, South Sudan Embassy evacuation [which was led by CJTF-HOA’s East
Africa Response Force], we started looking at more short-notice missions.”

Originally, Det. 20 was assigned to the logistics section of CJTF-HOA. To better
utilize the aircraft, they experimented with cargo transport.
Mail run might be slang for boring, but for some of the members of the U.S.
Military working across Africa, it’s a lifeline. Many of these service members do
not have access to a Post Exchange, and can’t go into town to stock up at a
Walmart or Walgreens. Without their packages, they have very little access to
basic hygiene items, snacks or word from home.
The first cargo mission was close to Christmas. The pilots and crew were so
excited to get troops their holiday packages that they loaded too much into the
plane and needed to adjust the weight before takeoff.
While assigned to CJTF-HOA, the New York Guardsmen have proven the flexibility of
this airframe, and made the unprecedented move into the Active Duty Air Force
449th Air Expeditionary Group, where they have proven its flexibility by using it
for cargo transport and medical evacuations.
Careers spanning decades—and continents
For two members of Det. 20, they would end a collective 80 years of service to
their nation touching down at Camp Lemonnier.
Chief Warrant Officer 4 Dave Lewis completed the last of his more than 22,000
flight hours while flying Maj. Gen. Wayne Grigsby, CJTF-HOA commander from Kenya.
After 41 years in the army, Lewis had flown four different airframes and crewed
on a fifth.
Lewis also served as an aviator for the New York State Police, where he flew five
governors. He deployed twice, to South America and now to Africa. It was actually
his second last flight—he’d come out of retirement to deploy with the unit he was
so passionate about. “I had a blast.” said Lewis about his career. “I got to fly
almost my entire life: Military and civilian.” He’ll keep flying for a civilian
aviation company in New York when he returns. “I need to transition into
retirement.”
After the fast pace of deployment, this seems understandable.
The same day, Chief Warrant Officer 5 Kent Wagner ended his 38 years in the
military. He had spent his time in Djibouti as commander of Det. 20. As he
returned from another mission to Kenya, he was thinking of going someplace warm
and sandy when he retires. “St. Martin. St. Croix. Maybe I’ll fly down there.
Wear shorts, sunglasses, a hat.”
Wagner’s career started with seven years in the Marine Corps. He moved into the
New York Army National Guard, where he served another 31 years, mostly as fulltime military technician. He flew over 4,000 hours, an unusually large number of
hours, and even more so for a National Guardsman.
“CJTF-HOA is a unique opportunity for National Guard members to serve in a
deployed environment.” said Brig. Gen. Wayne Grigsby, CJTF-HOA Commanding
General. “This is not Iraq or Afghanistan, but a unique mission set where we are

focused every day on building relationships with our African teammates. I like to
call CJTF-HOA the leadership factory. Fifty-one percent of CJTF-HOA is comprised
of members of the reserve components. Det. 20 has provided a great service, to me
personally, and to their country.”
Grigsby went on to explain that as the father of two daughters in the National
Guard, he understood the value of Citizen Soldiers. In fact, a main effort at
CJTF-HOA is to give service members equal access to leadership assignments and
leadership development opportunities.
Det. 20 rotated back to New York in July 2014. They were previously mobilized in
2006 to Bogata, Columbia, and in 2008 to Afghanistan.
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/139920/new-york-guard-c-12s-proveversatile-east-africa#ixzz3AxaCd7zi
Defense News
Black Hawk Modernization Tops Army Guard Priorities
August 20, 2014
New York Army National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters lift 105mm howitzers to
a location at Fort Drum, New York. Black Hawk modernization is a major challenge
facing the National Guard. (Sgt. 1st Class Steven Petibone / US Army National)
WASHINGTON — The US Army has been saying for a decade that once the last American
soldier leaves Afghanistan, the service will need at least two to three years of
additional supplemental funding to reset and modernize.
With the last US troops scheduled to leave Kabul at the end of 2016, ending 15
years of war, that bill is coming closer to its due date.
While much attention has been placed on what Big Army needs to reset and
modernize its vehicles, rotary wing and soldier equipment, the National Guard
also has substantial reset bills that it is unsure how to meet, beginning with
its No. 1 priority: modernizing its UH-60 Black Hawk fleet.
“The Guard has a lot of Black Hawk helicopters, but what the Army National Guard
needs is more modern helicopters,” said John Goheen, director of communications
for the National Guard Association of the United States. “The numbers are
sufficient; modernization is the issue.”
Goheen said the service’s CH-47 Chinook fleet is on a steady glide path for reset
and refit, “but what we don’t have is a modernization schedule for the Black
Hawk.”
The annual National Guard and Reserve Equipment report issued by the Office of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs in March placed Black Hawk
reset at the top of its priority list, reporting that the health of the “Black
Hawk fleet is of concern, being the oldest in the Army. The H-60 series

modernization is delayed by budget reductions and slowing cascades” from the
active duty force.
Conversion of the CH-47D Chinook to the CH-47F model is fully funded, however.
Other priorities include modernization of the Army National Guard’s tactical
wheeled vehicle fleet, which, thanks to more than a decade of huge supplemental
wartime budgets, has seen dramatic increases in modernized equipment, with 82
percent of the fleet “considered modern in 2013,” the report states.
“Congress and the Army have been quite generous over the past 10 years,” Goheen
said, so when it comes to equipment modernization, “we’re in much better shape
than we were a decade ago.”
The White House’s fiscal 2015 budget request included $23.5 billion for the
National Guard, a decrease of 8 percent from the previous year.
The Guard’s leadership is also concerned about the condition of its stateside
repair facilities, many of which “are more than 50 years old and are neither
designed nor equipped to provide a safe, environmentally friendly workplace,
capable of meeting the demands of the Army’s two-level maintenance doctrine to
support and maintain a modern and complex, up-armored vehicle fleet” the report
said.
That said, the report ultimately concludes the Army National Guard of today is
“the best-equipped force in its long history” with equipment on-hand levels at 91
percent, up from 77 percent in recent years.
But even with some of the stocks of equipment looking healthy, the armed forces
are anticipating a wave of gear from Afghanistan that is in dire need of repair.
During a hearing of the House Appropriations defense subcommittee in March,
National Guard chief Gen. Frank Grass warned that “over the next two years a lot
of equipment will be returning out of Afghanistan that needs to go through reset
and depot — basically called back to zero miles.”
Grass also said he’s concerned about both ground vehicles and helicopters.
“We use rotary wing assets every month somewhere rescuing someone as a part of
the Air Force Rescue Center. And the more the depots have a backlog the less
we’ll be able to get our equipment out of there,” he said.
The general also warned that due to the sequestration cuts, the Guard may have to
accept delivery of new UH-72 Lakota helicopters and “put them in flyable storage
until we can get flying and be able to buy the repair parts as we fly them. So
we’re very concerned.”
On Aug. 6, the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer, Frank Kendall, told a Washington
area conference that he had asked the Army to present its “business case” for its
proposal to retire two types of training helicopters while replacing them with
100 new Lakotas.

The proposal is part of a larger plan the Army rolled out last December to
mothball the TH-67 Creek and OH-58 Kiowa helicopters while shifting National
Guard AH-64 Apaches into the active duty force, swapping them with the Guard for
Black Hawks.
So much of this plan comes down to getting the reset money in supplemental
budgets after 2016, however.
Speaking with a small group of reporters this month at the Pentagon before
leaving to take over command of NATO troops in Afghanistan, Army Vice Chief of
Staff Gen. John Campbell said the service has known since the start of the Iraq
war that it would take years to reset the force after the final withdrawal from
combat ops.
“In 2004 we were saying already that we were going to need two years of OCO
[overseas contingency operations funding] once we get the last piece of equipment
out,” he said. “Over the last couple of years we made a reassessment and said we
really need about three years of OCO to reset all of this equipment.”
But the heavy reliance on supplemental budgets has come with a cost. The OCO
accounts “have been sort of like crack cocaine; once you get on it you don’t want
to get off of it. And we’re looking very hard at some of the things we can’t do
as we transition some of the stuff we’ve done with OCO back into the base”
budget, he said.
http://www.defensenews.com/article/20140820/DEFREG02/308200038/Black-HawkModernization-Tops-Army-Guard-Priorities?odyssey=nav%7Chead
The Leader Herald
Dolan re-enlists in National Guard
August 20, 2014
LATHAM - Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general, announced the recent
re-enlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of
their continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the
Army National Guard, a news release said.
Sgt. Jason Dolan from Broadalbin has re-enlisted to continue service with the
Company D, 3-142nd Aviation.
"The New York Army National Guard has sustained our force at or above 100 percent
strength for the better part of five years now," Murphy said in the release.
"Keeping those ready forces in our ranks mean that New York is ready to provide
forces for state missions here at home, as we saw during Hurricane Sandy, or for
the federal missions supporting our nation around the country and around the
world.
"Each of our 16,000 men and women serving in the Army and Air National Guard as
an important role, and I'm pleased that so many continue to reenlist and remain
part of our New York National Guard family."

http://www.leaderherald.com/page/content.detail/id/569555/Dolan-re-enlists-inNational-Guard.html?nav=5135
The Recorder
In the Service
August 21, 2014
LATHAM -- Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general, announces the
recent reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in ...
http://www.recordernews.com/premium/08212014_service
August 22, 2014
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DVIDS
New York Air Guard unit reaches milestone with remotely piloted aircraft
08.21.2014
Story by Master Sgt. Eric Miller
HANCOCK FIELD AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, SYRACUSE, N.Y. - The New York Air
National Guard's 174th Attack Wing conducted the unit's first operation of an
MQ-9 remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) on the ramp of Hancock Field
International Airport.
The 174th welcomed members of the news media to view the operation and speak
with wing commander Col. Greg Semmel about future MQ-9 flights in Central New
York. Following Col. Semmel's remarks the 174th performed its first taxi of
the MQ-9 Reaper on Hancock Field.

The commander of the New York Air National Guard, Maj. Gen. Verle Johnston,
also spoke to members of the media about the 174th mission and its impact on
the Central New York area. Johnston is responsible for the combat readiness
of five New York air wings and the Eastern Air Defense.
Currently, all flight operations of the MQ-9 aircraft are conducted at
Wheeler Sack Army Airfield at Fort Drum. The taxi operation in Syracuse is
one further step toward the launch and recovery of MQ-9 aircraft at Hancock
Field. The FAA modified airspace around Hancock Field in 2013 to expand
available training areas and provide transition from high altitude down to
Hancock Field. It is expected that the FAA will ultimately approve for the
departure and return of MQ-9 aircraft from Hancock Field to fly to Fort Drum
or transition to the area's restricted airspace for military training.
The 174th Attack Wing was established in 1947 as the first Air National Guard
flying unit in New York State. It currently flies the MQ-9 Reaper remotely
piloted aircraft in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The wing also
trains all MQ-9 maintenance technicians for the Air Force, Air National Guard
and Air Force Reserve as well as training some personnel from allied nations.
The wing also conducts qualification training for MQ-9 pilots and sensor
operators at Hancock Field Air National Guard Base and Fort Drum, operating
out of Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield.
At the same time, the wing deploys members oversees to support MQ-9
operations and other Air Force commitments and operates MQ-9s in the Central
Command area of operations from a facility at Hancock Field Air National
Guard Base.
The wing also maintains the air-to-ground gunnery range at Fort Drum, which
is used by Air Force, Air Guard and Air Force Reserve units across the
northeast and provides forces to respond to state emergencies at the
direction of the governor.
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/140055/new-york-air-guard-unitreaches-milestone-with-remotely-piloted-aircraft#ixzz3B7NdgwFk
Fairport East Rochester
Notable Names
Aug. 21, 2014
Army National Guardsman promoted
Four local New York Army National Guard soldiers were promoted recently.

Joel Chambers, of East Rochester, is serving with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 427th Brigade Support Battalion, and was promoted to
the rank of sergeant.
Tymothy Finger, of Fairport, is serving with the Company A, Distribution,
427th Brigade Support Battalion, and was promoted to the rank of sergeant.
Thomas Grove, of East Rochester, is serving with the Company B, 3-126th
Aviation, and was promoted to the rank of chief warrant officer 4.
Jacob Staffieri, of East Rochester, is serving with the 105th Military Police
Company, and was promoted to the rank of private first class.
Area resident re-enlists in National Guard
Sgt. Tymothy Finger recently re-enlisted in the New York Army National Guard.
Finger will continue his service with the Company A, Distribution, 427th
Brigade Support Battalion.
Read more: http://www.fairport-erpost.com/article/20140821/News/
140829874#ixzz3B7QQxPj4
The Leader
Local Army National Guard members re-enlist
August 21. 2014
Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy recently announced the re-enlistment of members
of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their continuing
commitment to serve community, state and nation.
Spc. Alexandra Thomas, of Bath, reenlisted to continue service with the 827th
Engineer Company.
Spc. Patricia Ervolino, of Andover, reenlisted to continue service with the
222nd Military Police Company.
http://www.the-leader.com/article/20140821/NEWS/140829926/10082/NEWS
Workers World
Jury acquits anti-drone protester
8/22/14
Syracuse, N.Y. — A six-person jury acquitted anti-drone protester Russell
Brown on July 31 in an East Syracuse, N.Y., court of all charges after he

testified about how current U.S. murderous drone strikes are like the U.S.
war crimes committed during the Vietnam War.
Brown was on trial for an April 2013 protest at Hancock National Guard
Airbase in Syracuse. He smeared himself with red dye to represent the death
of drone victims and lay down in a roadway in front of the base. He was
arrested and faced charges carrying a year in jail and a $1,000 fine.
People in Afghanistan are targeted by Reaper drones flown out of Hancock.
Soldiers flying the drones are in the 174th Attack Wing, New York National
Guard, the first U.S. squadron to convert to all unpiloted combat planes.
Representing himself, Brown, a Marine from 1965 to 1967, gave detailed
narratives of U.S. military killings and atrocities against the Vietnamese
people that he saw firsthand. (blog.upstatedroneaction.org)
He told the jury of years of sleepless nights, of regret and of guilt for not
speaking up against those crimes. He said he wanted to say to soldiers, “You
don’t have to obey an illegal order.”
Asked why he protested, Brown said he was speaking out for people being
killed and dedicated his action to the people in Vietnam and in the Middle
East who had suffered and died in U.S. wars.
After acquitting Brown, one juror asked supporters to “Thank Russell for us.”
http://www.workers.org/articles/2014/08/22/jury-acquits-anti-drone-protester/
Watertown Daily Times
Gov. Cuomo touts Fort Drum’s strengths in letter to top Army officials
8/22/14
FORT DRUM — Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo has sent a letter to Secretary of the Army
John M. McHugh and Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond T. Odierno emphasizing
the state’s strong support of Fort Drum and stressing the harm that cuts at
the base would cause to military preparedness and the north country’s
economy.
Gov. Cuomo’s Aug. 11 letter outlined several areas in which the Army benefits
from its relationship with the north country community and offered to
continue to provide the state’s support to strengthen those ties.
“The state is a proud partner of the Army and wishes for that partnership to
continue to be strengthened so that soldiers and families of the 10th
Mountain Division are provided the best of training, employment opportunities

and quality of life,” Gov. Cuomo said in his letter to Mr. McHugh, a north
country native, and Gen. Odierno.
Citing the Army’s “Supplemental Programmatic Environmental Assessment for
Army 2020 Force Structure Realignment” released in June, Gov. Cuomo said that
possible cuts projected in the study would undermine the relationship between
the communities surrounding Fort Drum and “devastate Northern New York’s
regional economy,” while providing limited cost savings to the Army.
The study painted a worst-case scenario for the post, in which 16,000 soldier
and civilian jobs would be cut by 2020, a move that would cause a $1.6
billion economic catastrophe across the north country, according to the
study.
Gov. Cuomo maintains that the Army “derives great value from several unique
aspects of Fort Drum,” including the absence of the need to operate or
sustain an Army school and hospital on post.
“A partnership between the Army, New York state, and the local community has
established a new model for soldier readiness and family support while
allowing the Army to focus entirely what it does best, defending the United
States of American and supporting our allies abroad,” he wrote.
Carl A. McLaughlin, executive director of the Fort Drum Regional Liaison
Organization, said that the letter demonstrates that Gov. Cuomo recognizes
Fort Drum’s importance not only to the north country, but to the entire
state, given that the post is the largest single-site employer in the state.
“It’s very important for us to have the support of the governor’s office, and
the state Legislature, as well,” he said. “Fort Drum has a ripple effect
throughout the state and amongst many of the state’s military suppliers.”
Mr. McLaughlin also said it is “very prestigious” for the state to host “the
only power projection platform in the Northeast,” or the only facility that
can deploy one or more active component brigades as well as National Guard
and reserve units.
“The governor is well aware of how important (Fort Drum) is as the state and
at the interstate level,” he said.
The governor, in his letter, contends that possible reductions in population
and jobs at Fort Drum would be the steepest of any of the 30 facilities
assessed by the Army. In addition to the soldiers lost, the study found that
24,288 spouses and children, or 33 percent of the post’s “region of
influence,” would leave the area and more than 35 percent of the region’s
existing jobs would be cut, a move that Gov. Cuomo referred to as a

“decimating blow.” The base already lost 1,500 soldiers on Aug. 14 when the
3rd Brigade Combat Team was deactivated.
The governor also cites multiple investments made partially with state
funding to support Fort Drum, such as a $57 million highway connecting the
fort’s North Gate to Interstate 81 and more than 1,000 new housing units in
the community, as examples of the area’s commitment to the post. He also
claims that the Army saves money by not having an on-post school or hospital,
as off-post local and state investment in these areas “has increased the
fort’s healthcare and educational capacity far beyond what would otherwise
exist.”
Gov. Cuomo argues that because healthcare and educational needs are being met
off-post, the Army would not realize any additional cost savings from reduced
demand driven by force reductions at Fort Drum as it would at other
installations.
“While the state knows the Army faces difficult decisions, Fort Drum simply
leverages too many capabilities, cost savings and Total Force benefits from
the existing partnerships with the state and local community to risk
crippling the region’s economy with any further reductions,” Gov. Cuomo
wrote.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20140822/NEWS03/140829587
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