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105th Airlift Wing
NY Air National Guard 105th Airlift Wing Gets New Commander
Military.com, May 5, 2016:

NEWBURGH, N.Y. — A New York Air National Guard unit based in the Hudson Valley is
getting a new commander.
National Guard officials say Col. Howard Wagner will take over command of the 105th
Airlift Wing on May 15. The 105th, based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh,
operates nine C-17 Globemaster aircraft that support U.S. Air Force missions and respond to
New York state emergencies.
The unit's current commander, Brig. Gen. Timothy LaBarge, has been named chief of staff of
the Air Guard at the National Guard headquarters in suburban Albany.
Wagner, currently the wing's vice commander, joined the Air Force in 1982. He flew more
than two dozen combat reconnaissance missions during Operation Desert Storm in 1991.
Wagner lives in Redding, Connecticut.
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/05/05/ny-air-national-guard-105th-airlift-winggets-new-commander.html
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Stewart ANG Base Gets A New Commander
WAMC Radio (Listen), May 5, 2016:

A New York Air National Guard unit based in the Hudson Valley is getting a new
commander.
National Guard officials say Colonel Howard Wagner will take over command of the 105th
Airlift Wing on May 15. The 105th, based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh,
operates nine C-17 Globemaster aircraft that support U.S. Air Force missions and respond to
New York state emergencies. The
unit's current commander, Brig. Gen. Timothy LaBarge, has been named chief of staff of the
Air Guard at the National Guard headquarters in suburban Albany. Wagner, currently the
wing's vice commander, joined the Air Force in 1982. He flew more than two dozen combat
reconnaissance missions during Operation Desert Storm in 1991.
http://wamc.org/post/stewart-ang-base-gets-new-commander#stream/0
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New command slated for Stewart Air National Guard
Midhudsonnews.com, May 6, 2016:

TOWN OF NEWBURGH – The current vice commander of the 105th Airlift Wing of the
New York Air National Guard at Stewart Airport will be elevated to base commander.

r

Col. Howard Wagner will take over from Brig. Gen. Timothy LaBarge, who has been named
chief of staff of the Air Guard at the National Guard headquarters near Albany.
Wagner joined the Air Force in 1982. He flew over two dozen combat reconnaissance
missions during Operation Desert Storm in 1991. The Redding, Connecticut resident will
assume the command of the 105th on May 15.
The unit operates nine C-17 cargo aircraft in support of Air Force missions and responds to
New York State emergencies.
http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2016/May/06/ANG105_Howard-06May16.html
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Redding Resident Commands New York Air National Guard's 105th Airlift
Wing :Col. Howard Wagner is a veteran of 26 combat missions during Operation
Desert Storm

Patch, May 4, 2016:

New York Air National Guard Colonel Howard Wagner, a veteran of 26 combat missions
during Operation Desert Storm, has been selected to command the 105th Airlift Wing at
Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh.
The wing, which has a strength of 1,300 men and women, operates nine C-17 Globemaster III
aircraft, deploys Airmen into combat zones as part of Air Force Air Expeditionary Wings and
responds to New York state emergencies when directed by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo.
Wagner, who currently serves as the wing's vice commander, will take command on May 15.
The current commander of the 105th Airlift Wing, Brig Gen. Timothy LaBarge, has been
named to serve as the Chief of Staff of the New York Air National Guard in Latham, N.Y.
"Colonel Wagner has over 20 years of experience serving with the 105th Airlift Wing at the
squadron, group and wing level. He understands the unit and its Airmen and is one of the
outstanding leaders in the New York Air National Guard," said Major General Anthony
German, the adjutant general of New York.
"I'm truly honored and humbled to be designated as the next commander of the 105th Airlift
Wing. It is an accomplished and multi-faceted organization with a history of service to our
state and nation and composed of incredibly talented and dedicated individuals," Wagner said.
"Col. Wagner is the rare individual who combines extraordinary technical competence with
an astonishing feel for the people and issues of the 105th Airlift Wing. His 22 years of
experience in the Operations Group, Maintenance Group and at HQ-NYANG, make it hard to
imagine a more accomplished and compassionate leader for the men and women of the 105th
Airlift Wing," LaBarge said.
Wagner joined the U.S. Air Force in 1982 after graduating from Tufts University and
receiving his commission through the Reserve Officer Training Corps. He earned his pilot
wings in 1984 and initially flew the T-37 training aircraft as an instructor pilot.
He was then assigned to fly the RF-4C reconnaissance jet. He flew 26 combat missions in the
aircraft during Operation Desert Storm, the Persian Gulf War in 1991.
In 1994, Wagner transitioned to flying the C-5A Galaxy and joined the 105th Airlift Wing as a
pilot. Since joining the 105th, Wagner has served as commander of the 105th Operational
Support Flight, the 137th Airlift Squadron and the 105th Maintenance Group. He has served
as wing vice commander since 2014 and also served as acting director of staff for the New
York Air National Guard for three months.
He transitioned to flying the C-17 in 2011.

Wagner has served full-time as a Guard Airmen since 2005, but prior to that, he flew the
Boeing 727, 757 and 767 for United Airlines.
Wagner holds a bachelor of science from Tufts University as well as a law degree from the
University of Connecticut and is a graduate of the Air Force Squadron Officers School, the
Air Command and Staff College and the Air War College.
His awards include the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal, the Aerial Achievement
Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Air Force Achievement Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal, the Korean Defense Service Medal, the Southwest Asia Service
Medal, the Kuwait Liberation Medal from the Government of Kuwait and the Air Force
Overseas Service Medal.
He and his wife, Vanita, live in Redding, Conn. They have three children: Rachel Wagner,
Neil Menon and Nikhil Menon, who is married to Kathryn Lewis.
The 105th Airlift Wing is one of five wings which constitute the New York Air National
Guard, the largest Air National Guard in the nation.
http://patch.com/connecticut/weston-ct/redding-resident-commands-new-york-air-nationalguards-105th-airlift-wing
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NY Air National Guard 105th Airlift Wing gets new commander
Associated press , Wednesday, May 4, 2016:

NEWBURGH, N.Y. (AP) - A New York Air National Guard unit based in the Hudson Valley
is getting a new commander.
National Guard officials say Col. Howard Wagner will take over command of the 105th
Airlift Wing on May 15. The 105th, based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh,
operates nine C-17 Globemaster aircraft that support U.S. Air Force missions and respond to
New York state emergencies.
The unit's current commander, Brig. Gen. Timothy LaBarge, has been named chief of staff of
the Air Guard at the National Guard headquarters in suburban Albany.
Wagner, currently the wing's vice commander, joined the Air Force in 1982.
He flew more than two dozen combat reconnaissance missions during Operation Desert
Storm in 1991.

Wagner lives in Redding, Connecticut.
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/may/4/ny-air-national-guard-105th-airlift-winggets-new-/
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42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
New York Army National Guard Cooks Take Their Shot at Winning ArmyWide Cooking Challenge
Military Spot, May 4, 2016:

CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, N.Y. - Preparation paid off as eight cooks from the New
York Army National Guard's 642nd Aviation Support Battalion took their shot at winning the
annual Army-wide cooking competition here on April 29.
"We spent months training to prepare for this competition," said Sgt. Thaddeus Schickling, a
food service specialist with the 642nd, and a Leicester, New York, college student studying
biology and geology. "We took the opportunity to use all of our equipment and practiced as
hard as we could."
The men and women were participating in the first level of the annual Phillip A. Connelly
Competition, the top challenge for Army cooks. The 642nd ASB is part of the 42nd Combat
Aviation Brigade.
"It's the Best Warrior Competition for the cooks!" explained Sgt. 1st Class Scott Kyle, a
Raven, N.Y. resident and the commodities manager for the New York Army National Guard
and second-year evaluator for the Phillip A. Connelly Award for Excellence in Army Food
Service at the state level.
"Most people don't realize that it's one of the toughest MOSs in the Army." "This is our first
Connelly Competition," said Master Sgt. Joel Beardsley, a Livonia, New York, resident and
the operations sergeant for the 642nd and former first sergeant for the unit, who was excited
for the opportunity to not only have the unit compete for the first time, but to get recognition
for their hard work.
"We've always had good cooks. Now they can get recognized and showcase their talents,"
said Beardsley.
Kyle shared that the competition not only demanded the same level of training and excellence
as the Best Warrior, but it's also the culminating event in the field of food service. This is the

first year New York State is holding a state-level competition for the National Guard field
category to determine who advances to the regional level.
The Philip A. Connelly Award for Excellence in Army Food Service was established in 1968
to recognize excellence in preparation and serving food in Army dining facilities and field
kitchens, and to promote and improve Army food service by providing competition,
incentives, professional training and media coverage.
Named after the late Phillip A. Connelly, a former president of the International Food Service
Executives Association, the program is comprised of four categories: Active-duty garrison,
Active-duty filed, Army National Guard field, and Army Reserve field.
However, the Connelly competition is more than just cooking and cleaning. It's a rigorous
program that encompasses everything on the field site from sanitation to food preparation to
the flow of people. The Connelly program is specifically designed to have a broad range of
assessed items to ensure each member of the cooking team pays strict attention to the
minutest details.
The goal is for the entire team to work in unison to protect the safety and health of the
Soldiers they serve.
"They gel," said Sgt. 1st Class Terry Young, a Hamlin, New York, resident and the senior
food operations sergeant, with 22 years of experience as a cook with the 642nd. "Team work
is important. You can't put a good meal out if everyone is doing their own thing."
Whether the 642nd cooks win or lose the competition, the level of focus and training the
cooks receive while preparing for and competing in the Connelly competition aren't easily
reproduced in the normal training calendar.
"This competition helps cooks better integrate for unified land operations," said Beardsley.
Young also added that they're set up as if they were in a real combat scenario, which helps to
formulate and identify training plans that are more effective and closely resemble deployed
environments.
"We're excited to take what we learn this year and improve next year," Young said. Winners
at the state level will advance to the regional level for an opportunity to challenge Army
Reserve and Active Duty Food Service Units.
- See more at: http://www.militaryspot.com/news/new-york-army-national-guard-cooks-takeshot-winning-army-wide-cooking-challenge#sthash.fQqh7fMs.dpuf
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NIMAC has Niagara Falls base's back

Niagara Frontier Publication, Fri, Apr 29th 2016:

Sometime next month, when a C-130 lifts into the air above the Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Station, it will be the final deployment from the base by the 914th Airlift Wing using the huge
military transport aircraft.
Bases elsewhere in the country have lost missions and subsequently been closed by the
military.
In the case of NFARS, the Niagara Military Affairs Council has had its six for more than 20
years. NIMAC is constantly lobbying to ensure the base not only remains open, but also
receives new missions and funds for improvements that embrace changing technology and
modern military thinking for both the 914th Airlift Wing of the U.S. Air Force Reserve and
its partner, the 107th Airlift Wing of the New York National Guard.
The rumble of C-130s may soon no longer be regularly heard in the skies, but as NIMAC
Chairman John Cooper Sr. reported to the Niagara County Legislature just two months ago,
changes are in the works.
One of the main changes will be the transition for the 914th over the next few years to a KC135 Stratotanker air-refueling mission. President Barack Obama recently announced the fiscal
year 2017 budget included $25.5 million for the conversion, with $9.2 million for additional
training flying hours and 27 additional full-time-equivalent civilian employees, plus
$16.3 million for overhaul of the fuel hydrants, fuel cell and maintenance back shop
requirements.
Also, Cooper reported NIMAC continues work on the remotely piloted aircraft launch and
recovery element for the 107th and, with the growth of cyber security in the military, hopes to
encourage offices for the U.S. Coast Guard and the Customs and Border Protection agencies
be brought to the base.
"Due to the Hatch Act, the military can't speak for itself. Consequently, it needs a voice to
speak for it. For Niagara Falls, NIMAC is that voice," said Col. Robin Pfeil, USAF (ret.),
former vice commander of the 914th.
NIMAC's work as a volunteer civilian group understands its base's needs and was recognized
by the Pentagon as the epitome of what such a civilian group should be, said Pfeil, a Western
New York resident who joined the NIMAC board of directors after his retirement.
NIMAC was established in 1996 as a result of the 1995 Base Realignment and Closure review
of the 914th. In 2005, both the 914th and 107th were targeted and, in 2012, a budget action
listed the 107th for closure. NIMAC, working in partnership with local, state and federal
elected officials, fought back in each case. NIMAC also org anized community support in
rallies and letter-writing campaigns when needed.

"In my opinion, without John (Cooper) and (the late) Merrell (Lane), that base would not be
open right now," Pfeil said this month.
Both Cooper and Lane were local businessmen who saw the value of the base to the
community and were willing to put in countless hours over the years to preserve it.
Cooper said that probably the biggest thing NIMAC does is act as an information broker on
the capabilities of the base. This often means talking and working with not only government
and military staff members, but four-star generals and top elected leaders.
"Last year, we had the opportunity to meet with nearly all the major players that had to do
with our base," Cooper said.
That included a visit to Air Mobility Command headquarters, the people responsible for the
new KC-135 mission. This is the second time KC-135s have been at the base. They were
previously operated until 2008 by the 107th, when the wing transitioned to the C-130 mission
in association with the 914th.
Among base improvements NIMAC helped promote in recent years are a new maintenance
hanger, two new lodging facilities, a new fire station, a new firing range and a new dining
facility. A new operations building for the 107th is under construction and remodeling of the
headquarters building for the 914th is underway. The C-130 training simulator planned for the
base will likely be changed to a KC-135 simulator, Cooper said.
As for the remotely piloted aircraft mission at the base, Cooper said it is very high tech and
classified. He added that although RPAs can be remotely piloted from here, the Air Force
only flies the actual aircraft in war zones. None have been or will be seen flying over Niagara,
he said.
NIMAC also is a partner in the air shows held at the base, including last July's Thunder of
Niagara Air Show. Profits from the air show fund go for special events for local military
families. The air shows are a tremendous amount of work, Cooper said, so there will be no
show this year, but he's hoping Thunder of Niagara will be back in future years.
"We had a great show last year," Cooper said, noting Bill Wagner, now NIMAC vice
chairman, co-chaired the event with fellow NIMAC board member Jerry Slipko.
While NFARS clearly has an economic impact as Niagara County's largest employer, there
are other benefits.
The Niagara Falls International Airport might not have gotten its new terminal, without
having the military as its neighbor. The air base's fire department often responds under mutual
aid to assist local fire departments.
It wasn't that long ago that the base's foam truck made short work of a car transporter fire on
the I-190.

Then there's the social aspect. The people who work at the base not only stand for freedom
and their country, they also often give their time to local organizations such as volunteer fire
companies and the Red Cross, Cooper said. "They are good people to have in our
community."
NIMAC will continue looking for new missions for NFARS.
"We have almost 1,000 acres of land there," Cooper said. "We are not filled up."
NIMAC's board of directors is made up of representatives of the area's business community,
former base commanders/base leadership and government officials. NIMAC is funded by
civilian membership fees, grants, event sponsorships, business donations and funding of
municipalities, including the towns of Wheatfield, Niagara, Lewiston, Cambria and Lockport,
the cities of Niagara Falls and North Tonawanda, the counties of Niagara and Erie, and the
state of New York.
NFARS is the last federal Air Force base in the state and the largest federal facility in this
region. In addition to the 914th and the 107th, the base is also home to the Military Entrance
Processing Station, the 277th Quartermaster Company of the Army Reserve, the Second
Squadron of the 101st of the New York Army National Guard, the 865th Army Combat
Support Hospital of the Army Reserve, and the 982nd Forward Surgical Team of the Army
Reserve.
For more information about NIMAC or to join its membership, visit www.NIMAC.org.
http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/featured/2016/04/29/124551/nimac-has-niagarafalls-bases-back
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Army National Guard practiced water bucket drops over Round Lake
News 10, May 5, 2016:

ROUND LAKE, N.Y. (NEWS10) – The Army National Guard trained for the threat of forest
fires in Saratoga County on Thursday.
Helicopter pilots practiced picking up water from Round Lake and dropping it above a
wooded area. Each of the collapsible orange buckets holds 560 gallons of water.
Dropping the water from above during a forest fire can be the safest and most effective way to
stop the fire from spreading.

Included in the training were some Air National Guardsmen from Schenectady who were
practicing the skill for the first time.
“When the time comes when we actually need to fight a fire, we need to know what we’re
doing,” First Lieutenant Devis Ceci said. “So there’s a fire down south right now, so if we do
get called up to fight it, we gotta know what’s going on.”
The Army National Guard holds a bucket dropping practice each year. If there is a forest fire,
the guardsmen can be deployed throughout the state.
http://news10.com/2016/05/05/army-national-guard-practiced-water-bucket-drops-overround-lake/
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New York Army National Guard cooks take their shot at winning Army-wide
cooking challenge
Army.mil, May 3, 2016 and Nationalguard.mil, May 3, 2016:

By Sgt. Michael Davis, 138th Public Affairs Detachment
CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, NY -- Preparation paid off as eight cooks from the New
York Army National Guard's 642nd Aviation Support Battalion took their shot at winning the
annual Army-wide cooking competition on Friday, April 29.
"We spent months training to prepare for this competition," said Sgt. Thaddeus Schickling, a
food service specialist with the 642nd, and a Leicester, New York college student studying
biology and geology. "We took the opportunity to use all of our equipment and practiced as
hard as we could."
The men and women were participating in the first level of the annual Phillip A. Connelly
Competition, the top challenge for Army cooks. The 642nd ASB is part of the 42nd Combat
Aviation Brigade.
"It's the Best Warrior Competition for the cooks!" explained Sgt. 1st Class Scott Kyle, a
Raven, N.Y. resident and the commodities manager for the New York Army National Guard
and 2nd-year evaluator for the Phillip A. Connelly Award for Excellence in Army Food
Service at the state level. "Most people don't realize that it's one of the toughest MOSs in the
Army."
"This is our first Connelly Competition," said Master Sgt. Joel Beardsley, a Livonia, N.Y.
resident and the Operations Sgt. for the 642nd and former 1st Sgt. for the unit, who was

excited for the opportunity to not only have the unit compete for the first time, but to get
recognition for their hard work.
"We've always had good cooks. Now they can get recognized and showcase their talents,"
said Beardsley.
Kyle shared that the competition not only demanded the same level of training and
excellence as the Best Warrior, but it's also the culminating event in the field of food service.
This is the first year New York State is holding a state level competition for the National
Guard field category to determine who advances to the regional level.
The Philip A. Connelly Award for Excellence in Army Food Service was established in 1968
to recognize excellence in preparation and serving food in Army dining facilities and field
kitchens, and to promote and improve Army food service by providing competition,
incentives, professional training and media coverage. Named after the late Phillip A.
Connelly, a former president of the International Food Service Executives Association, the
program is comprised of four categories: Active-duty garrison, Active-duty filed, Army
National Guard field, and Army Reserve field.
However, the Connelly competition is more than just cooking and cleaning.
It's a rigorous program that encompasses everything on the field site from sanitation to food
preparation to the flow of people.
The Connelly program is specifically designed to have a broad range of assessed items to
ensure each member of the cooking team pays strict attention to the minutest details. The goal
is for the entire team to work in unison to protect the safety and health of the Soldiers they
serve.
"They gel," said Sgt. 1st Class Terry Young, a Hamlin, N.Y. resident and the senior food
operations sergeant, with 22 years of experience as a cook with the 642nd. "Teamwork is
important... you can't put a good meal out if everyone is doing their own thing."
Whether the 642nd cooks win or lose the competition, the level of focus and
training the cooks receive while preparing for and competing in the Connelly competition
aren't easily reproduced in the normal training calendar.
"This competition helps cooks better integrate for unified land operations," said Beardsley.
Young also added that they're setup as if they were in a real combat scenario, which helps to
formulate and identify training plans that are more effective and closely resemble deployed
environments.
"We're excited to take what we learn this year and improve next year," Young said.

Winners at the state level will advance to the regional level for an opportunity to challenge
Army Reserve and Active Duty Food Service Units.

https://www.army.mil/article/167234/New_York_Army_National_Guard_cooks_take
their_shot_at_winning_Army_wide_cooking_challenge/
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/tabid/3336/Article/750238/new-york-army-nationalguard-cooks-take-their-shot-at-winning-army-wide-cooking.aspx
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Citizens Preparedness
Emergency Preparedness Meeting Draws a Crowd in Goshen (Video)
Time Warner, Tuesday, May 3, 2016:

GOSHEN, N.Y. -- Emergencies happen, and usually without any notice. That's why Orange
County officials said Tuesday's preparedness meeting was so important.
"This is going to give them the basics on if they have a power outage, snowstorm or fire,
some of the things they can do to help the government as we try to help and provide rescues
or something like that," said Orange County Executive Steve Neuhaus. "They can help other
people who are adversely affected."
More than 150 residents registered for the Citizen Preparedness Corps program, put on by
Governor Andrew Cuomo's office. Its mission is to equip people with the knowledge and
tools to prepare for emergencies and disasters.
Topics that were covered included making sure your home appliances, like carbon monoxide
detectors, are working properly. Also discussed was what to do in case of severe flooding, a
problem Orange County residents know all too well.
Attendees walked out feeling confident. John Gunza has 50 years in the fire service and said
reaching out to senior citizens and high school students is essential.
"They should be educated, know what's around them and know what's available to them," said
Gunza. "I think a lot of people do not know that."
Participants received an emergency go bag, equipped with important items like a first aid kit
and flashlight.

Despite receiving a certificate of completion, officials said in the case of an emergency,
people should still call 911. For more information, click this link.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/hudson-valley/news/2016/05/3/emergency-preparednessmeeting-.html
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New York Army National Guard
Army National Guard officer leads youth leaders
Times Union, 5/1/16:

New York Army National Guard Maj. Alvin Phillips of Albany not only leads soldiers, he
also mentors youth leaders.
Phillips, a veteran of two deployments to Iraq and a deployment to Guantanamo Bay, served
as a military mentor for the U.S. Senate Youth program in Washington, D.C., last month.
According to the New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs, the U.S. Senate
Youth program was established in 1962 to bring two student leaders from each state to
Washington to see how government works. The students met with and attended policy
addresses given by President Barack Obama, senators and cabinet members, officials from the
departments of State and Defense and directors of other federal agencies. They also met with
a justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.
Transportation, hotel and meal expenses were covered by The Hearst Foundations. Each
delegate also was awarded a $10,000 college scholarship for undergraduate studies, with
encouragement to pursue coursework in history and political science.
Phillips was one of 16 military personnel selected to assist in the program.
"The opportunity to work with young people who really capture the best of our country is
fulfilling one hundred times over,'' Phillips said. "While I had the honor to be their mentor,
they also provided something much more to myself and fellow mentors - the innate drive to
foster more involvement in our communities."
He currently serves as the public affairs officer for the Syracuse-based 27th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team. Prior to joining the New York Army National Guard, he served in the 10th
Mountain Division at Fort Drum.

In civilian life, Phillips works as the spokesman for the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security Immigration and Customs Enforcement Newark, N.J. field office. He earned a
degree in speech communication and political science from Syracuse University.
Soldier advances
David Martinsen of East Greenbush, an Iraq war veteran, was promoted to sergeant first class
in the New York Army National Guard during a ceremony at state Division of Military and
Naval Affairs Headquarters in Latham.
Martinsen manages the Army Guard Reserve program involving the screening of all
application packets, processing and posting job announcements; coordinating requests for
filling vacancies and promotions, and initiating transfer and promotions.
Martinsen enlisted into the active Army in 2004 as a human resource specialist at Ft.
Leavenworth and then enlisted in the New York Army National Guard in 2011 where he was
selected as a human resource specialist within the Active Guard Reserve.
He has earned five Army Commendation Medals, five Army Achievement Medals, an Army
Good Conduct Medal, a Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal, and a Parachutist
Badge.
New on duty
Two Capital Region residents have graduated from basic combat training and individual
training. They have been assigned to New York Army National Guard units.
Private Nyaisha Clay of Schenectady is serving with Company E (Forward Support, Infantry),
427th Brigade Support Battalion in Queensbury.
Specialist John Koenig of Troy is on duty with Headquarters and Support Company, 42nd
Infantry Division in Troy.
Korean War veterans
Chapter 60 of the Korean War Veterans Association will hold a luncheon at 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, May 19 at the Ripe Tomato, 2721 Route 9, Malta.
Hosts will be Marian Crandall, Joan Hughes and Lois Miner. For reservations,
call 899-2506 or 695-3905. Veterans who served in Korea at any time,spouses, widows and
friends are all invited to attend. For information, orto obtain an application to join the
organization, contact Roger Calkins at 584-3037.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Army-National-Guard-officer-leads-youth-leaders7386861.php
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Celebrities, cops to hit the hardwood for charity : St. John's honoring slain
soldier while Maspeth High School looks to dunk on cancer
Queens Chronicle, May 2, 2016:

Slain NYPD Det. Joe Lemm loved basketball almost as much as he loved serving the city, as
a detective in the Bronx, and his country, as an Air National Guard staff sergeant in
Afghanistan.
So St. John's University - in conjunction with popular sports radio station WFAN - figured
there was no better way to celebrate his sacrifice than by getting some sports stars together to
play ball at the Jamaica school on Friday at 7 p.m.
"It is important that we pay tribute to the people who protect both our city and country," St.
John's men's basketball coach and Hall of Famer Chris Mullin said in a statement announcing
the game. "We are going to celebrate Joe Lemm's bravery, selflessness and dedication to
keeping others safe."
On Dec. 21, Lemm - a 45-year-old West Harrison, NY resident who made 427 arrests during
his 15-year NYPD veteran - and five other service members were killed by a suicide bomber
while on patrol outside Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan.
But on Friday, Mullin, fellow men's coach and Hall of Famer Mitch Richmond and women's
basketball coach Joe Tartamella will lead teams of celebrities that include:
. Former Super Bowl-winning Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Bill Cowher;
. Former Super Bowl-winning New York Giants defensive lineman Justin Tuck;
. Former New York Mets closer and St. John's alum John Franco;
. International Tennis Hall of Famer and Douglaston native John McEnroe;
. Former New York Knicks power forward Larry Johnson;
. Actor Michael Rapaport; and
. WFAN personalities Craig Carton and Boomer Esiason, a former NFL star.
Lemm's daughter, Brooke, will perform The Star Spangled Banner prior to the game.

Tickets range from $15 to $20 and can be purchased at Redstormtix.com. All proceeds go to
the Joseph G. Lemm Memorial Fund.
Maspeth High School, located at 54-50 74 St., is hosting a charity game of its own on
Saturday, as the students look to put a full-court press on cancer.
The school's basketball team will take on members of the 104th Precinct at 11 a.m., with all
proceeds going toward the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life event in Middle Village
in June.
Tickets can be purchased at the door. Admission for adults and hot dogs cost $2, while
admission for children under 12 and water costs $1.
For more information, contact Officer Charles Sadler at charles.sadler@nypd.org.
http://www.qchron.com/editions/central/celebrities-cops-to-hit-the-hardwood-forcharity/article_a69c3a46-109e-11e6-829b-1718f5dd7bb3.html
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North Country People
Watertown Daily Times, 5/3/16:

Re-enlist: Several north country residents who are members of the Army National Guard
recently re-enlisted.
Sgt. 1st Class Steven Gould, Copenhagen, Company E (Forward Support Company Infantry),
427th Brigade Support Battalion
Sgt. Frank Cushing, Ogdensburg, Company B, 2-108th Infantry
Sgt. Laura Petterson, Theresa, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military
Police Battalion
Sgt. Lauren Baez, Watertown, Company B (Maintenance), 427th Brigade Support Battalion
Sgt. Kevin Cockrill, Watertown, Operations Company, 42nd Infantry Division
Spc. Taina Melendez, Watertown, Company B (Maintenance), 427th Brigade Support
Battalion
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/curr/north-country-people-20160503
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North Country People
Watertown Daily Times, May 4, 2016:

Promoted: Air National Guard Col. Timothy LaBarge, Tupper Lake, was promoted to
brigadier general (one-star) during a ceremony at Stewart Air National Guard Base,
Newburgh, on April 2. Mr. LaBarge is a 32-year veteran of the Air Force and Air National
Guard and is the commander of the 105th Airlift Wing. Previously, he served as commander
of the 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National Guard Base, Scotia. He is a graduate of St.
Lawrence University, Canton. He joined the Air Force in 1983.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/curr/north-country-people-20160504
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Roher Receives New Rank, New Responsibilities : National Guard Morrisville
Army National Guard Soldier Promoted
Madison County Courier, May 6, 2016:

Major General Anthony P. German, The Adjutant General for the State of New York,
announces the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition
of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
Chad Roher from Morrisville, serving with the 1156th Engineer Company, is promoted to the
rank of sergeant.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability, and development potential.
These promotions additionally recognize the best-qualified soldiers and attract and retain the
highest caliber citizen soldiers for a career in the New York Army National Guard.
For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov or
www.1800goguard.com.
http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=68094
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National Guard 12 mile road march
The Day, May 5, 2016:

Photo feature from Northeast Regional Best Warrior Competition
http://www.theday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?Site=NL&Date=20160505&Category=MEDIA02
&ArtNo=504009999&Ref=PH
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