109th Airlift Wing
Airmen, aircraft continue Greenland mission
Airforce.com: July 9, 2014

KANGERLUSSUAQ, Greenland (AFNS) -- Approximately 70 Air National Guard Airmen
and two ski-equipped LC-130 Hercules completed the fourth rotation in the Arctic region to
support the National Science Foundation, June 27-30 here.
A group of Airmen and LC-130s head for the Arctic region every year to support the
foundation and get real-world training out of their base at Kangerlussuaq.
The Airmen and aircraft are with the New York Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing
based out of Stratton Air National Guard Base, Scotia, New York. During the U.S. winter
season, the 109th AW is supporting Operation Deep Freeze in Antarctica, and in the summer
months, the unit flies to Greenland to not only continue their support for NSF but to also train
for the exercise. There are only two rotations left here before the 2014 season comes to a
close.
"The overall mission here is two-fold," said Capt. Rachel Leimbach, the supervisor of flying
for the most recent rotation. "Our primary mission is in support of the NSF and CPS (CH2M
Hill Polar Services). We fly missions to (forward-deployed locations) for the enhancement of
science, similar to what we do in Antarctica."
The LC-130s are the only aircraft of its kind in the military, able to land on snow and ice and
fly supply and refueling missions to the different camps the foundation utilizes.
"The other part of our mission is training out of Raven Camp," she said. "There is minimal
science that we do at Raven, making it primarily a training site, which is how we get the
crews ready for Antarctica."
Greenland makes for a much safer environment to train aircrews for the deep-freeze season,
she said.
Besides the aircrews, deployments to Greenland also include maintainers that tend to the
aircraft. Airmen with the small air terminal handle the cargo and passengers, and the first
sergeant and various other support staff, help keep the mission going.
"We have about 40 maintainers here this rotation," said Master Sgt. Joseph Deamer of the
109th Maintenance Group. "Our primary mission is to fix the aircraft so they fly their
missions while here."
"We have a great working relationship with the CPS civilians and the research staff that goes
up to the camps,” he said. “I think that helps us get our work done because it's their cargo that
we're moving."

Each year weather delays and cancellations are pretty typical, but Master Sgt. Scott
Molyneaux said his section and everyone else still push on to complete the mission.
"It's quite a unique mission up here, and the roles of the first sergeant are very extensive," said
Master Sgt. Michael Lazzari, the first sergeant for this rotation. "It can be hectic but it's still a
lot of fun."
Lazzari said he spoke to the first sergeants who had been up to Greenland before him to better
prepare for the deployment.
"I felt great coming into it for the first time and had a good idea of what to expect,” he said.
“Everyone here was a great help. This isn't the first trip for a lot of people, so I relied on their
experience to help me do my job well."
Typical rotations in Greenland last about two weeks and consist of an average of three to five
aircraft. The season starts in the March-April timeframe and comes to a close in August.
http://www.af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/tabid/223/Article/486094/airmen-aircraft-continuegreenland-mission.aspx

Joint Force Headquarters
Duty Calls: Military service a family duty
Times Union: July 6, 2014

Jennifer Seney of Rensselaer, whose family is marked with military tradition, has been
promoted to Air National Guard captain.
Seney is serving as a medical crew director and flight nurse while on duty with the 379th
Expeditionary Aeromedical Squadron at Al Udeid, Qatar.
When back in the states, she is assigned to the 139th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron of
the 109th Airlift Wing at the Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia. As a civilian, she
works as a nurse.
Her father, recently retired New York Army National Guard Sgt. Maj. Daniel Seney Sr of
Castleton, and her brothers, former Army National Guard Sgt. Daniel J. Seney Jr. of
Castleton, and Air National Guard Staff Sgt. Michael Seney of Rensselaer, all served in the
Iraq war. Michael also served in the Afghanistan war.
Michael Seney served as a Marine presidential guard before he enlisted in the New York
Army National Guard. Afterward, he joined the Air National Guard. He now serves with the

152nd Air Operations Group in Syracuse and is undergoing training to become an officer.
Upon completion of that training, he'll be commissioned as a second lieutenant.
He has earned an Army Achievement Medal and a Combat Action Badge.
Daniel Sr. served for 32 years. He last served as sergeant major of Headquarters Company of
the 42nd Infantry Divison in Troy. He served for 368 days in the Iraq war in 2004 and 2005
with the 42nd Infantry Division. He deployed to Germany three times and Japan once.
He earned 11 New York State Physical Fitness Awards, five Army Achievement Medals and
a New York State Commendation Medal.
Daniel Jr. served as a light vehicle mechanic with the 106th Military Police Company for five
years before he was honorably discharged.
The Seneys are also an Amtrak family. The retired sergeant major is a foreman at the
maintenance facility in Rensselaer. Daniel Jr. is a signalman and Michael is a trackman in the
engineering department.

Rainbow milestone

Iraq War veterans of the New York Army National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division returned
to Fort Drum on June 28 to commemorate the unit's 10th anniversary of its historic
mobilization.
That date is also the 100th anniversary of the start of World War I.
"This ceremony is noteworthy because on this very day, June 28, exactly 100 years ago
Austrian Archduke Ferdinand was assassinated," said retired Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto of
Florida, formerly of Fort Ann, former commander of the 42nd Infantry Division and state
adjutant general, during the unveiling of a plaque marking the division's mobilization. "This
became the tipping point that began World War I and a war effort that would lead to U.S.
involvement and the birth of the 42nd Division."
Taluto presented Maj. Gen. Harry Miller, the current division commander, with a memorial
plaque honoring the mobilization and wartime service of the Army National Guard soldiers
who trained at Fort Drum and Fort Dix for their deployment to Iraq.
Trustees and members of the Rainbow Division Foundation also attended the ceremony.
The plaque, which also commemorates the 92 division soldiers who were killed in the war,
was dedicated outside Building 885, the Army National Guard Readiness Center.

The 42nd Infantry Division was formed for entry into World War I. The division was formed
from multiple state National Guard regiments and nicknamed the Rainbow Division because
it drew soldiers from across the nation.
The division base included some 3,000 soldiers from the New York Army National Guard,
New Jersey Army National Guard, Massachusetts Army National Guard and select
augmentees from the active Army.
The 42nd Division soldiers provided the command and control, logistics and operational base
for four maneuver brigades operating in North Central Iraq. Division leaders formed Task
Force Liberty with the addition of the Tennessee Army National Guard's 278th Armored
Cavalry Regiment, the Idaho Army National Guard's 116th Cavalry Brigade and the 1st and
3rd Brigade Combat Teams of the Army's 3rd Infantry Division.
Together, more than 23,000 soldiers served as Task Force Liberty from February through
November 2005.
Today, the division is aligned for training with some 14,000 soldiers assigned to brigade
elements in New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, New Jersey and New Hampshire.

Honor Flight

Dan Riley, 89, of Clifton Park, a World War II Navy veteran, had quite a welcome when he
visited the World War II Memorial in Washington, D.C.
Retired Sen. Bob Dole, a World War II veteran himself, and his wife, Elizabeth, welcomed
Riley and other World War II veterans from the Capital Region during a free one-day
excursion provided by Leatherstocking Honor Flight.
Riley served as a signalman aboard the LSM 256, a landing ship. He was responsible for
visual communications that included Morse code on searchlight and flags. He and his fellow
crew members delivered troops, tanks, jeeps, trucks and other equipment in the Philippines
and Okinawa.
After the war he graduated from the University of Rochester and worked for Lever Brothers
Corp. until retirement in 1987.
.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-Military-service-a-family-duty5603030.php

Military Museum
US survivors of WWII battle recall Saipan attack
Associated Press: July 6, 2014

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. (AP) — Even after seven decades, Wilfred "Spike" Mailloux
won't talk about surviving a bloody World War II battle unless longtime friend John Sidur is
by his side.
It was Sidur who found the severely wounded Mailloux hours after both survived Japan's
largest mass suicide attack in the Pacific. The pre-dawn assault launched 70 years ago
Monday on the Japan-held island of Saipan nearly wiped out two former New York National
Guard battalions fighting alongside U.S. Marines.
"He found me in the mud," Mailloux recounted during a visit to the New York State Military
Museum to attend a presentation on the battle's 70th anniversary.
Mailloux and Sidur are among the dwindling ranks of WWII veterans of the Army's 27th
Infantry Division, which endured some of the bloodiest fighting in the Pacific, only to have its
reputation besmirched by a volatile Marine general in one of the war's biggest controversies.
In the Mariana Islands, 1,400 miles south of Tokyo, Saipan was sought by the Americans as a
base for bombing raids against Japan. U.S. forces landed on Saipan on June 15, 1944, with
two Marine divisions, the 2nd and the 4th, making the initial beach assaults and losing some
2,000 men on the first day alone.
A few days later, the inexperienced 27th Division joined the fight. A New York National
Guard outfit activated in October 1940, the "Appleknockers" still retained a sizable Empire
State contingent among its ranks after two years of garrison duty in Hawaii.
The commander of the ground forces at Saipan was Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Holland M. Smith,
dubbed "Howling Mad" for his volcanic temper.
A week into the battle, Smith relieved the 27th's commander, Maj. Gen. Ralph Smith (no
relation), after the division lagged behind the Marine units operating on its flanks. The Marine
commander not only blasted the 27th's leadership, but he also openly criticized its soldiers in
front of war correspondents, who later reported on the rift that became known as "Smith vs.
Smith."
Arthur Robinson, 92, of Saratoga Springs knew nothing of the Army versus Marine flap
brewing on Saipan. As an infantryman in the 27th's 105th Infantry Regiment, he was
concentrating on staying alive. On July 3, he was wounded in both thighs by machine gun

fire. Robinson endured a 10-mile ride in a Jeep to a field hospital, with the driver opting to
travel on railroad tracks because the road was mined.
On July 7, after three weeks of fighting, two battalions of the 105th Regiment were positioned
across a plain along Saipan's western shore. With the island's 30,000 defenders down to a few
thousand starving, ill-equipped soldiers and sailors, Japanese commanders ordered one last
charge.
The battalions' 1,100 soldiers bore the brunt of what became known as the banzai attack. U.S.
military officials later said 3,000 Japanese charged the American lines, though others put the
estimate closer to 5,000. Many of the attackers were armed with samurai swords and bayonets
tied to poles.
"I was scared as hell," said Mailloux, then a 20-year-old corporal from Cohoes, a mill town
north of Albany. "When you hear that screaming — 'banzai' — who wouldn't be?"
The 105th's positions were overrun. Firing their rifles until they ran out of ammunition and
their machine guns until the barrels overheated, the Americans fell back as the attack became
a running street brawl. They set up a second perimeter along the beach and, with their backs
to the water, fought for hours before the attackers were all but annihilated.
When it was over, some 4,300 enemy dead were found on the battlefield, about half of them
in front of the 105th's positions. The regiment saw 406 killed and 512 wounded.
Mailloux was stabbed in the thigh by a Japanese officer wielding a long knife. Unable to
move, he lay in a ditch for hours before Sidur, a 26-year-old sergeant also from Cohoes,
found him bleeding in a muddy ditch.
"I didn't know who it was," Sidur said. "I just thought, 'Boy, he looks familiar.'"
More than 3,000 Americans died in the land battle for Saipan, about a third of them 27th
Division soldiers. Among the dead were scores of New Yorkers, including more than two
dozen from Albany-area factory towns. Three members of the 105th killed in the July 7 attack
were awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously, including Col. William O'Brien and Sgt.
Thomas Baker, both from Troy.
Holland Smith declared Saipan secure on July 9, though the 27th remained on the island for
weeks.
Survivors of the banzai attack were still recovering from their wounds when they learned of
Smith's comments lambasting their division. For many, an intense dislike of the Marine
commander and leathernecks in general would last a lifetime. But not for Mailloux, who
prefers to remember how the two branches of the service teamed up to defeat a determined
foe.

"The Marines were Americans and we were Americans," he said before tears cut off his
words.
http://www.greenwichtime.com/news/us/article/US-survivors-of-WWII-battle-recall-Saipanattack-5602692.php

Newly uploaded videos show Guardsmen train at Fort Drum in 1940s, `50s
Watertown Daily Times: July 6, 2014

Recently uploaded home movie footage has given new life to the training of National Guard
units on Pine Camp, now known as Fort Drum, that took place about six decades ago.
The silent movies, one from 1948 and the other from 1951, show the 108th Regimental
Combat Team, of the 27th Infantry Division, marching in formation as planes flew above,
firing their M-1 Garand rifles and moving in the field.
It’s a mix of serious, as soldiers parade with their unit colors in front of a large crowd, and
playful, such as soldiers enjoying chow and a smoking break, or a first sergeant feeding a
curious squirrel.
“A lot of them were just the high points of their annual training,” said James M. Gandy,
assistant librarian and archivist at the New York State Military Museum, Saratoga Springs.
The museum came across 50 such videos as it sorted through collections of materials from
military sites across the state, Mr. Gandy said, such as the armory in Oneida that was vacated
around the early 2000s.
“Whenever an armory closes, we have to sort through everything of value,” he said.
There were no notes about the origin of the footage, but Mr. Gandy said it likely was shot by
the soldiers as they completed their training.
The museum and its volunteers transferred the 16-millimeter footage onto DVD and Beta SP
tapes for long-term storage, and slowly the tape collection is making its way to YouTube. The
two Pine Camp films were uploaded in mid-June.
Mr. Gandy said the footage could be of historical value to those trying to learn about the
military at that time, not to mention its nostalgia value.
“Someone who was once in the 108th may be able to recognize somebody and point them
out,” he said.

The museum has a large collection of films that have not seen the light of day, including
veteran oral histories. Of the approximately 50 videos found, Mr. Gandy said, about 15
include training at Pine Camp, and more of them could be coming to the Web.
“More to come,” he said.
A potential long-term plan, he said, is to move a few more of those to the New York National
Guard’s YouTube channel.
The New York Army National Guard said those who can recognize any of the soldiers in the
film can reach out to Eric Durr at eric.d.durr.nfg@mail.mil.
The two videos can be seen at http://wdt.me/Bw64Y2 and http://wdt.me/Q4pX8R.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20140706/NEWS03/140709357

New York Air National Guard
Fighter jets training over Lake George Wednesday
Times Union: July 9, 2014

Two F-15 Eagle Fighters from the Massachusetts Air National Guard's 104th Fighter Wing
will fly missions Wednesday morning over an area that includes Washington County.
The region covers Lake George, Glens Falls, Cambridge and Granville as well as parts of
New England.
The jets are based at Barnes Air National Guard Base in Westfield, Mass.
The exercises will take place between 9:30 and 11 a.m. Wednesday. People in these areas
may see or hear increased aircraft activity.
The F-15 fighter jets will train with the Civil Air Patrol, which will fly a low-speed civilian
propeller aircraft.
According to the National Guard, the exercise is being conducted to train pilots on intercept
procedures, "ensuring the Massachusetts Air National Guard is prepared to defend the
Northeast airspace against any airborne threat."
The exercises include airspace restriction violations, hijackings and responding to unknown
aircraft.

One mission of the 104th is Aerospace Control Alert, providing armed fighters ready to
scramble to protect the Northeast from any airborne threat.
http://www.timesunion.com/default/article/Fighter-jets-training-over-Lake-GeorgeWednesday-5608923.php

Air Force sent out worldwide safety bulletin after MQ-9 Reaper drone crashed in
Lake Ontario
Syracuse.com: July 10, 2014

The U.S. Air Force sent out a worldwide alert bulletin to operators of its MQ-9 Reaper drones
after a software error in navigation equipment caused one to crash in Lake Ontario northwest
of Syracuse, the chief accident investigator said in an interview today.
Within two days of the Nov. 12 crash, the Air Force determined that two GPS/Inertial
Navigation Systems failed to operate properly because of the software problem, said Col.
Dana Hessheimer, the Air Force official who led the investigation.
The Air Force and manufacturer Honeywell Aerospace immediately sent out an alert bulletin
to all units with deployed Reapers, instructing them to cease using the faulty software
immediately, Hessheimer said.
"There was some sort of software problem with the thing, and they corrected it right away,"
Hessheimer said in his first public comments since the Air Force released a 21-page report on
July 2 that blamed the crash on two failed GPS units.
Hessheimer said he was not authorized to disclose specifics about the software problem for
national security reasons.
"I can't really get into the details because that was all redacted from the companies that made
it," he said.
Hessheimer said two previous failures of the navigation units in the Reaper in the days
leading up to the crash were related to the same software problem that has since been
corrected.
The Lake Ontario crash was the first on record involving navigation units in the MQ-9
Reaper, among the largest remotely piloted planes in the Air Force.
The lost aircraft was one of two flying together on a training mission after taking off from
Wheeler-Sack Military Army Air Field at Fort Drum. The drones are piloted remotely by
members of the Air National Guard's 174th Attack Wing at Hancock Field in Mattydale.

The navigation equipment is routinely used by the remotely piloted aircraft to help determine
the aircraft's position, and report to a satellite if the aircraft is speeding up, rolling or turning.
After the navigation system failed in the ill-fated plane, it went into a right spin and crashed
into Lake Ontario near Montario Point, on the border between northern Oswego County and
southern Jefferson County.
Only light composite pieces of the plane that floated on the water were recovered, Hessheimer
said today. The aircraft's hardware, including navigation units, were never recovered and
likely sunk to the bottom of the lake.
Hessheimer, commander of the 163d Reconnaissance Wing at March Air Reserve Base in
Riverside, Calif., oversees a unit that operates MQ-1 Predator drones, a slightly smaller and
older version of the Reaper.
Asked what he would tell residents of Northern and Central New York concerned about the
safety of the Reaper drones, Hessheimer said, "I've been flying these things since 2007 and I
have all the confidence in the world in them."
He said the MQ-9 Reaper has a lower accident rate per-hour-flown than F-16s, which are not
remotely operated.
"I am a huge proponent of these things," Hessheimer said of the Air Force drones. "I know it's
a new technology and it scares the public because it's a new technology. But it's just like
anything else -- new technologies scare people."
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/07/air_force_sent_out_worldwide_safety_bull
etin_after_mq-9_reaper_drone_crashed_in.html

New York Army National Guard
The 102nd first heads to Fort Bliss in Texas for training. They'll travel to Cuba
later this summer, and are expected to return next summer.
Time Warner Cable News: July 6, 2014

AUBURN, N.Y. -- After Sunday's departure ceremony is when the real goodbyes began. The
men and women of the NY Army National Guard 102nd Military Police Battalion took some
extra time with family and friends before leaving on a nearly year-long deployment.
"The group that we have is a good group of soldiers. We're ready for the mission, we've been
training since September of last year," said Capt. Robert Bostwick, who's from the Southern
Tier.

They're heading to Guantanamo Bay to provide command and control and administrative
supervision of the prison. It's the second deployment for Sgt. Eric Shaffer, who served in Iraq
three years ago.
"This one's going to be a little different knowing that there's no combat, this one's a little
safer, hopefully, but you still have to be mentally prepared, just in case," said Sgt. Eric
Shaffer, who's from the Oswego area.
Soldiers with the 102nd come from all over the state, or as one official puts it, it's made up of
Giants, Jets, and Bills fans. But no matter where their hometown is, families and soldiers say
one of the priorities for this deployment might also be one of the challenges: staying in touch.
Soldiers say technology issues in Cuba could make that difficult. Some families, like Capt.
Bostwick's, came up with a back-up plan.
"We have Hershey Kisses that Daddy has kissed for all of the days that they are gone, so
every night, we get a kiss from Daddy. We've recorded Daddy reading books to them," said
Beth Bostwick, his wife.
"I think it will be difficult for people to be away from home and away from their families, but
overall, I think as a team we've really come together, so we do have a lot to look forward to,"
said Capt. Ashlee Coye, who lives in the Capital Region.
For family members, like Capt. Coye's parents, what they're already looking forward to most
is welcoming the battalion back home.
"I wish them all Godspeed, may the Lord's blessing shine on them, and be safe," said her
mother, Helen Barber-Coye.
The 102nd first heads to Fort Bliss in Texas for training. They'll travel to Cuba later this
summer, and are expected to return next summer.
http://centralny.twcnews.com/content/news/750804/a-farewell-to-the-ny-army-nationalguard-s-102nd-military-police-battalion/#sthash.7zFCJ0pt.dpuf

Auburn's Army National Guard Farewell Ceremony
Syracuse Post Standard: July 06, 2014

About 50 soldiers said goodbye to their families and friends at a farewell ceremony for the
New York State Army National Guard 102nd Military Police Battalion based in Auburn on
Sunday July 6, 2014.
Auburn's Army National Guard Farewell Ceremony A departure ceremony was held for about
50 members of the New York State Army National Guard 102nd Military Police Battalion at

their center in Auburn on Sunday July 6, 2014. Stephen D. Cannerelli |
scannerelli@syracuse.com
The battalion leaves Monday to Texas for training and they will deploy to Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba for a year. Guest speakers who thanked the soldiers and wished them well included
Auburn Mayor Michael Quill and several of the battalion's leaders.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/07/auburns_army_national_guard_have_farew
ell_ceremony.html

Guardsmen conduct sling load operations
Defense Visual Information Distribution System: July 6, 2014

CAMP MARMAL, Afghanistan – Soldiers assigned to the 1569th Transportation Company, a
National Guard unit out of New Windsor, New York, conducted sling load operations training
here June 30.
With the help from Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 169th General Support Aviation Battalion,
a CH-47F Chinook heavy-lift helicopter unit comprised of Georgia and Alabama guardsmen,
the Soldiers of the 1569th TC, 548th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 10th
Sustainment Brigade, were able to conduct sling load training with helicopter support, which
is something not always available.
The training consisted of a day and night portion to better prepare the Soldiers of the
obstacles they may have to overcome to accomplish the mission.
Soldiers met up with the Chinook crew to go over a safety brief, the planning and preparation
portion of the training.
Once the Soldiers had a solid grasp of the mission they moved out to the training area to
conduct the hands-on portion of the sling load training.
The instructors were members of the crew team and would lead the Soldiers to the equipment
that was ready to be hooked up to the Chinook.
They practiced how to correctly prepare and hook up cargo to the aircraft as well as how to
communicate with the pilots and crew members inside.
Staff Sgt. Mike Wolff, a Marlboro, New York native, motor transport operator assigned to the
1569th TC, said that it was great training to have for the Soldiers. This is something he had to
do on a previous deployment and was excited to have his Soldiers get the same experience.
When the Soldiers were in place, the crew members signaled to the pilots they were ready.

The pilots maneuvered the Chinook directly over the equipment before hovering
approximately nine feet off the ground.
With the rotor wash throwing sand, rocks and anything loose on the training area, the Soldiers
kept their eye on the prize and were determined to secure the cargo correctly.

As soon as the instructors ensured the cargo was hooked up, they made their way out from
under the Chinook and took a knee to signal to the crew team that everything was ready to go.
The Chinook’s hooks released the cargo connections when the crew members inside received
the signal from the ground instructors. After the ropes fell to the ground the pilots gracefully
manipulated the Chinook back into the staging area to await the next set of Soldiers.
“I was blown away by the power of the Chinook’s rotors,” said Pfc. John Bowman, a
Hopewell Junction, New York native, motor transport operator assigned to the 1569th TC.
Soldiers may be required to use air assets as part of the retrograde mission throughout
Afghanistan and sling load training is one way to help prepare Soldiers.
The 10th SBDE’s logistics and sustainment efforts are good stewardship of taxpayer funds
and protecting the American taxpayer’s long-term investment in its high-quality military
equipment.
http://www.dvidshub.net/news/135359/guardsman-conduct-sling-loadoperations#.U7qJpXc1MwQ#ixzz36maeRvyl

Soldiers say farewell to friends and family as they prepare for Guantanamo Bay
WSYR: July 6, 2014

Army National Guard deployed 55 soldiers from across New York State in Auburn on
Sunday.
Auburn (WSYR-TV) - While many Central New Yorkers spent the Fourth of July
celebrating, others were saying goodbye to loved ones.
“It’s a holiday that you think of being with your family and being with your loved ones,” said
Ashley Towers, deploying for the second time with the battalion. “But then again it’s a very
big military holiday so its kind of a good sendoff.”
On Sunday a ceremony was held to say goodbye to the 55 men and women with the Army
National Guard.

The 102nd Military Police battalion is heading to Fort Bliss, Texas for training before being
stationed in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.
The group is expected to return the summer of 2015.
In the above video, NewsChannel 9's Beth Cefalu caught up with the soldiers before they left.
http://www.localsyr.com/story//d/story/soldiers-say-farewell-to-friends-and-family-asthe/14814/Y4UlyGjLwU-5YVvbgVqaog http://www.localsyr.com/story/d/story/soldiers-sayfarewell-to-friends-and-family-as-the/14814/Y4UlyGjLwU-5YVvbgVqaog

Auburn soldiers thanked ahead of deployment to Cuba
Auburn Citizen: July 6, 2014

Friends and family gathered at the VFW Post 1975 in Auburn Saturday evening to honor the
Army National Guard’s Auburn-based 102nd Military Police Battalion, which will be
deployed to active duty this week.

Approximately 50 soldiers were mobilized into active duty on July 4 and will leave for
training in Fort Bliss, Texas this week.
The group will be deployed sometime in August to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to provide
command, control and administrative supervision of the nation’s detention facility there.
Their assignment is expected to last about a year.
“The hardest part is leaving my kids,” said Sgt. 1st Class Neil Brijbukhan, a detective with the
New York City Police Department. “It’s leaving my family, friends and work. But we will all
be back home safe and sound.”
This is the third deployment for Brijbukhan.
About 20 soldiers attended the farewell dinner held in their honor by the VFW’s Ladies
Auxiliary. The night included a steak dinner, drinks and socializing.
“It’s exciting and bittersweet,” said Spc. Leon Mabra, of Long Island. “I have my family that
I don’t want to leave but we do it because it is for the greater good of us all.”
For Auburn native Master Sgt. Brandon Musso, the VFW members and their support to all the
soldiers and troops have been overwhelming.

“We are 100 percent ready to go,” he said. “We are excited and well trained. We are all
comfortable in what we do. We have become very a very tight family and are more than ready
to face this together.”
And although they will be leaving family behind they know that together they can do it.
“The Auburn community has been so supportive of us all,” said Master Sgt. Mark Sorrentino
of Buffalo. “It is just so awesome how supportive the Auburn community is. And while we
are gone we have each other and our families to help us all get through it. We are a tight
family and we take care of each other.”
One thing common throughout the evening was well wishes and prayers for all deployed
soldiers.
“We really do appreciate our troops,” said VFW Post Commander Mel Spurling. “We
appreciate these men and the National Guards for all that they do to make our country free.
We wish them all the best in the world and god bless them all.”
http://auburnpub.com/news/local/auburn-soldiers-thanked-ahead-of-deployment-tocuba/article_afb9e64f-a002-57b7-a8b6-9d6c27193cbe.html

New York Guard members conduct sling load operations in Afghanistan
nationalguard.mil: July 7, 2014

CAMP MARMAL, Afghanistan – Soldiers assigned to the 1569th Transportation Company, a
National Guard unit out of New Windsor, New York, conducted sling load operations training
here June 30.
With the help from Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 169th General Support Aviation Battalion,
a CH-47F Chinook heavy-lift helicopter unit comprised of Georgia and Alabama guard
members, the Soldiers of the 1569th TC, 548th Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 10th
Sustainment Brigade, were able to conduct sling load training with helicopter support, which
is something not always available.
The training consisted of a day and night portion to better prepare the Soldiers for the
obstacles they may have to overcome.
Soldiers met up with the Chinook crew to go over a safety brief, the planning and preparation
portion of the training.
Once the Soldiers had a solid grasp of the mission they moved out to the training area to
conduct the hands-on portion of the sling load training. The instructors were members of the

crew team and would lead the Soldiers to the equipment that was ready to be hooked up to the
Chinook.
They practiced how to correctly prepare and hook up cargo to the aircraft as well as how to
communicate with the pilots and crew members inside.
Staff Sgt. Mike Wolff, of Marlboro, New York, a motor transport operator assigned to the
1569th TC, said that it was great training to have for the Soldiers. This is something he had to
do on a previous deployment and was excited to have his Soldiers get the same experience.
When the Soldiers were in place, the crew members signaled to the pilots they were ready.
The pilots maneuvered the Chinook directly over the equipment before hovering about nine
feet off the ground.
With the rotor wash throwing sand, rocks and anything loose in the training area, the Soldiers
kept their eye on the prize and were determined to secure the cargo correctly.
As soon as the instructors ensured the cargo was hooked up, they made their way out from
under the Chinook and took a knee to signal to the crew team that everything was ready to go.
The Chinook’s hooks released the cargo connections when the crew members inside received
the signal from the ground instructors. After the ropes fell to the ground the pilots gracefully
manipulated the Chinook back into the staging area to await the next set of Soldiers.
“I was blown away by the power of the Chinook’s rotors,” said Pfc. John Bowman, a
Hopewell Junction, New York native, motor transport operator assigned to the 1569th TC.
Soldiers may be required to use air assets as part of the retrograde mission throughout
Afghanistan and sling load training is one way to help prepare Soldiers
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/9884/new-york-guardmembers-conduct-sling-load-operations-in-afghanistan.aspx

Malachy 'Mal' Thomas Hackett
Post Star: July 10, 2014

ELIZABETHTOWN — Malachy “Mal” Thomas Hackett died Tuesday, June 24, 2014, at his
home in Elizabethtown.
He was an extraordinary individual, a lifelong adventurer and an accomplished, worldwide
traveler who remained forever young at heart. He visited every state except Alaska, and all
continents except Australia and Africa.

He was the first of five children born to Paul F. and Mary Byrne Hackett, and arrived July 1,
1952 at St. Francis Hospital in Poughkeepsie.
A graduate of Elizabethtown-Lewis Central School, Class of 1970, Mal continued his
education at Plattsburgh State University College with a bachelor’s degree in broadcast
communications in 1976.
He served as a television broadcast engineer at both WCFE and WPTZ in Plattsburgh, and
with an NBC affiliate in Bridgeport, Connecticut.
During a long career as a journeyman electrician, Mal spent five tours at the U.S. Naval Base
at McMurdo Station in Antarctica. He was a member of the Old Antarctic Explorers
Association and regularly enjoyed taking authentic polar plunges while wintering at
McMurdo Station. He also attended summer camp at the South Pole Station.
Like his father, uncles and grandfathers before him, Mal was a true patriot who attained the
rank of sergeant while serving his country with the New York Army National Guard, 172nd
Infantry. He was an expert marksman who trained as a mountain skills expert with the Alpini,
the Italian Mountain Troops. He claimed the scariest moment of his life was “jumping out of
a perfectly good helicopter” to the slopes below.
Mal was a product of the Greatest Generation, who came of age during the rock-and-roll ’70s.
He was an accomplished photographer and videographer who delighted family and friends
with his fantastic portfolio of wildlife, wild friends and their wild times.
He was a founding member of the Hogs-R-Us Motorcycle Club in Elizabethtown and owned
more than a dozen bikes in his long career on the road. Although he had an affinity for
Harleys and Triumphs; he often could be found tooling around on a vintage 1974 Ducatti.
Mal was also a true techie who introduced many local residents to a new generation of
electronics while serving as the manager at Wilson’s Appliance/Radio Shack store in
Elizabethtown for many years.
One of his most enjoyable endeavors in recent years was serving as a census taker during the
U.S. Census. The experience allowed him to visit parts of the region he had never seen
before, and to meet friends he never knew.
He was quick with a laugh, and a great listener who truly cared for his fellow travelers
throughout his life. He was also an accomplished horticulturist who freely shared his
knowledge for the betterment of all. Above all else, he was genuine to a fault and honest
about where he stood on an issue. He didn’t beat around the bush!
Mal was a consummate reader and researcher who never stopped learning. He was also a
good friend, companion and a great big brother who wished to be remembered as a “loyal
friend to all.”

As an avid sportsman and shooter, Mal was a member of the Elizabethtown Fish and Game
Club and life member of the NRA who enjoyed target shooting and hosting his Annual “NRA
Summer Shooting Camp” for his numerous nephews and nieces.
An enthusiastic collector of air rifles, knives and rock and roll music, Mal embraced life to
the fullest and had a wide circle of friends. He was a wandering soul who touched many lives,
and he made the world a better place simply by his presence.
He was predeceased by his dog, Mattie, the love of his life.
He is survived by his sisters, Eileen Hackett of Pendelton, Indiana, and Beth Hackett Fehlner
of Willsboro; his nephews, Corey and Malachy; his niece, Mary Fehlner; his brother, Joe
Hackett and his wife, Maria, and nieces, Willow and Meadow of Ray Brook, and Paul
Hackett Jr. and his wife, Lisa, nieces Olivia, Hannah and Maddie and nephew, Cameron
Hackett of Red Hook.
There will be an Irish Wake to celebrate Mal’s life hosted at his home at 195 Water St.,
Elizabethtown, from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday, July 18. Friends and associates are invited to attend.
A Mass of Christian burial will be held at 9 a.m. Saturday, July 19, at St. Elizabeth’s Church
in Elizabethtown.
Burial will follow at the Parish Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of Mal Hackett may be made to the Elizabethtown
Fish and Game Club, or the American Society for cancer research.
http://poststar.com/lifestyles/announcements/obituaries/malachy-mal-thomashackett/article_e9e9dcbe-07e4-11e4-b087-0019bb2963f4.html

Quest for Medal of Honor for black WWI hero from New York continues;
process clears key hurdle
Fox News: July 10, 2014

ALBANY, N.Y. – The Pentagon is considering whether a black World War I hero from New
York should be posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor nearly 100 years after he singlehandedly fought off a German attack, killing several of the enemy and saving a comrade
despite suffering serious wounds.
Sen. Charles Schumer says Army Secretary John McHugh has approved a Medal of Honor
application for Sgt. Henry Johnson. The request is now on the desk of Secretary of Defense

Chuck Hagel. If approved by Hagel, the application will be sent to the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and President Barack Obama for final approvals.
Johnson, who lived in Albany, would become the second black soldier to receive the Medal of
Honor for heroism during the First World War. His bravery was recognized by France but
ignored by American military officials. He died in 1929.
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2014/07/10/quest-for-medal-honor-for-black-wwi-hero-fromnew-york-continues-process-clears/

Airmen, aircraft continue Greenland mission
Air Mobility Command: July 10, 2014

Approximately 70 Air National Guard Airmen and two ski-equipped LC-130 Hercules
completed the fourth rotation in the Arctic region to support the National Science Foundation,
June 27-30 here.
A group of Airmen and LC-130s head for the Arctic region every year to support the
foundation and get real-world training out of their base at Kangerlussuaq.
The Airmen and aircraft are with the New York Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing
based out of Stratton Air National Guard Base, Scotia, New York. During the U.S. winter
season, the 109th AW is supporting Operation Deep Freeze in Antarctica, and in the summer
months, the unit flies to Greenland to not only continue their support for NSF but to also train
for the exercise. There are only two rotations left here before the 2014 season comes to a
close.
"The overall mission here is two-fold," said Capt. Rachel Leimbach, the supervisor of flying
for the most recent rotation. "Our primary mission is in support of the NSF and CPS (CH2M
Hill Polar Services). We fly missions to (forward-deployed locations) for the enhancement of
science, similar to what we do in Antarctica."
The LC-130s are the only aircraft of its kind in the military, able to land on snow and ice and
fly supply and refueling missions to the different camps the foundation utilizes.
"The other part of our mission is training out of Raven Camp," she said. "There is minimal
science that we do at Raven, making it primarily a training site, which is how we get the
crews ready for Antarctica."
Greenland makes for a much safer environment to train aircrews for the deep-freeze season,
she said.

Besides the aircrews, deployments to Greenland also include maintainers that tend to the
aircraft. Airmen with the small air terminal handle the cargo and passengers, and the first
sergeant and various other support staff, help keep the mission going.
"We have about 40 maintainers here this rotation," said Master Sgt. Joseph Deamer of the
109th Maintenance Group. "Our primary mission is to fix the aircraft so they fly their
missions while here."
"We have a great working relationship with the CPS civilians and the research staff that goes
up to the camps," he said. "I think that helps us get our work done because it's their cargo that
we're moving."
Each year weather delays and cancellations are pretty typical, but Master Sgt. Scott
Molyneaux said his section and everyone else still push on to complete the mission.
"It's quite a unique mission up here, and the roles of the first sergeant are very extensive," said
Master Sgt. Michael Lazzari, the first sergeant for this rotation. "It can be hectic but it's still a
lot of fun."
Lazzari said he spoke to the first sergeants who had been up to Greenland before him to better
prepare for the deployment.
"I felt great coming into it for the first time and had a good idea of what to expect," he said.
"Everyone here was a great help. This isn't the first trip for a lot of people, so I relied on their
experience to help me do my job well."
Typical rotations in Greenland last about two weeks and consist of an average of three to five
aircraft. The season starts in the March-April timeframe and comes to a close in August.
http://www.amc.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123417265

Quest for Medal of Honor for NY WWI hero continues
Miami Herald: July 10, 2014

Nearly 100 years after he single-handedly fought off a German attack and saved a comrade
from capture despite suffering serious wounds, Sgt. Henry Johnson is a step closer to getting a
posthumous Medal of Honor.
Army Secretary John McHugh has approved a Medal of Honor application for Johnson
submitted by U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, D-NY, and sent it to Secretary of Defense Chuck
Hagel for consideration. If Hagel gives his OK, the application will be sent to the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and President Barack Obama for final approvals.

"It's on Hagel's desk right now," Schumer said Thursday. "This has been a long hard road, but
we're getting close to the finish line to right a wrong that was done close to 100 years ago."
Pentagon officials won't discuss details of deliberations on awards.
If approved, Johnson would become the 89th black soldier to receive the Medal of Honor and
just the second for heroism during World War I, according to the Mount Pleasant, South
Carolina-based Congressional Medal of Honor Society.
Johnson, a Virginia-born rail station porter in Albany, enlisted in the 369th Infantry
Regiment, a New York National Guard unit based in Manhattan and known as the Harlem
Hellfighters. With U.S. armed forces segregated at the time, the 369th was assigned to serve
under French command when Johnson's outfit arrived on the front lines in early 1918. That
May, he and another soldier, Needham Roberts of Trenton, New Jersey, were on nighttime
sentry duty when their position was attacked by a German raiding party of about two dozen.
Both Americans were wounded, but despite his many injuries, the 5-foot-4 Johnson used his
knife and rifle to kill or wound several of the enemy who were trying to drag Roberts away.
Johnson's actions caused the other Germans to retreat.
Johnson was awarded the French Croix de Guerre, one of France's highest honors, but his
heroism was all but ignored by high-ranking U.S. military officials of the Jim Crow era,
despite the many accounts of his actions published in newspapers back home in Albany, as
well as in Chicago and New York City. Former President Theodore Roosevelt, in a book he
wrote about World War I, listed Johnson among the bravest Americans to serve in the
conflict.
"Everybody knew who Henry Johnson was," said Jack McEneny, a retired state lawmaker and
Albany historian who has been advocating Johnson's case for 40 years. "He was a major
source of pride and a realization for the black community and the white community of the
value of African-Americans to the loyalty of this country."
After the war, Johnson moved back to Albany, where he resumed working as a porter.
Plagued by his wartime injuries, he died a destitute alcoholic at age 32 at a veterans hospital
Illinois in 1929. He was believed to have been buried in a pauper's grave, but his final resting
place was found in Arlington National Cemetery in 2002. The next year, Johnson
posthumously received the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation's second-highest military
decoration.
Previous attempts to get the Medal of Honor awarded to Johnson were rejected by Pentagon
officials citing insufficient contemporary military documentation of his heroics. But in 2011,
Schumer's staff found such records, including U.S. Army reports in May 1918 describing how
Johnson fought off an enemy attack despite being wounded and outnumbered. Schumer
included those documents in Johnson's Medal of Honor application.

In 1991, Army Cpl. Freddie Stowers of Sandy Springs, South Carolina, became the first black
soldier honored with the Medal of Honor from World War I after two congressmen
resurrected his case for the nation's highest military decoration for bravery in combat. The
seven black service members awarded the medal for heroics during World War II weren't
honored until 1997, after historians and the defense department determined they had wrongly
been denied.
Johnson's story is already well-known in Albany, where there are two memorials in his honor
and a street and a charter school bear his name.
This year's awarding of the Medal of Honor to 24 ethnic or minority American soldiers from
World War II and the Korean and Vietnam wars has given hope to McEneny and other
advocates that Johnson will finally receive the same recognition.
"Every time another hero is honored belatedly or rediscovered long after the fact, if you're in
Albany, it just gnaws at you," the former legislator said. "That's great, but what about Henry
Johnson?"
Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/07/10/4228759/quest-for-medal-ofhonor-for-ny.html#storylink=cpy

Colonel to assume EADS command
Rome Sentinel: July 10, 2014

The new commander of the Rome-based Eastern Air Defense Sector will be Col. Michael J.
Norton, who most recently was director of National Guard Bureau international affairs in
Washington, D.C.
Norton will formally assume command of EADS, an Air National Guard facility, in a
ceremony Friday at the Air Force Research Laboratory auditorium on Hangar Road at Griffiss
park. The ceremony’s presiding officer will be Lt. Gen. William H. Etter, commander of the
Continental U.S. North American Aerospace Defense Command Region—1st Air Force, to
which EADS reports.
Norton succeeds Brig. Gen. Dawne Deskins, who had been a colonel when she commanded
EADS and was promoted to brigadier general in March when she left for a Pentagon
assignment. EADS since then had been commanded by Col. Wade Dewey, who is vice
commander, said spokesman Tim Jones.
Norton has been chief, National Guard Bureau International Affairs Division, Strategic Plans,
Policy and International Affairs Directorate in Washington, D.C. He was responsible for
development and management of National Guard security cooperation programs, and led
cooperative efforts with partner nation military forces, interagency partners and non-

governmental organizations. Before that, he was chief of the Programs Division in the Air
National Guard Plans and Programs Directorate; he represented the Air National Guard in Air
Force and Department of Defense strategic programming and planning.
An F-16 fighter jet pilot, Norton served as a combat mission-ready pilot, mission commander
and instructor for 14 years. He has flown over 300 combat hours in support of Operations
Iraqi Freedom, Allied Force, Southern Watch and Northern Watch. His awards include the
Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces
Expeditionary Medal and the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal.
A graduate of the Squadron Officer School, Air Command and Staff College and Air War
College, Norton has a master’s degree in international public policy from Johns Hopkins
University and a bachelor’s degree in political science from Duke University.
EADS, which is based at Griffiss park and employs about 400, is staffed by New York Air
National Guardsmen, a Canadian Forces detachment and liaison officers from the U.S. Army,
Navy and Coast Guard. It is responsible for air defense of one million square miles east of the
Mississippi River.
http://romesentinel.com/rome/colonel-to-assume-eadscommand/QBqngj!C3BzRnYonJjt2O4G0wpMHg/

