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106th Rescue Wing
Three Drug Related Arrests
Riverhead patch, May 4, 2015

State Police-Riverside report the following arrests in the area over the past week:
•Juan Garcia Zet, 31, of Riverhead, was arrested on Monday, April 27 for driving while
intoxicated after driving through a red light and crashing into on State Route 25 at the
intersection of County Route 58 in Riverhead. He was issued traffic tickets returnable to the
Town of Riverhead Court on May 6.
•Lawrence Acevedo, 47, of Shirley, was arrested on Wednesday, April 29 for unlawful
possession of marijuana after military personnel at the entrance to the 106 Air National Guard
Base in Westhampton contacted State Police following a security vehicle check. Acevedo was
found to be in possession of marijuana and released on an appearance ticket returnable to the
Town of Southampton Court at a later date.
•Jhmil Dawson , 28, of Riverside and Robert Zaino, 42 of Coram, were both arrested on
Wednesday, April 29 for seventh degree criminal possession of a controlled substance after
they were found with heroin after a traffic stop on East Main Street in Riverhead. Zaino also
charged with unlawful possession of marijuana. Both men were released on appearance
tickets returnable to the Town of Riverhead Court on May 18.
http://patch.com/new-york/riverhead/state-police-report-dwi-arrest-three-drug-related-arrests0
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174th Attack Wing
N.Y. Air National Guard opens new training center
Military Times: May 4, 2015

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — The 108th Attack Squadron of the New York Air National Guard has
opened a new $3.5 million facility at Hancock Field near Syracuse to train students to operate
the MQ-9 Reaper weapon system.
The building was dedicated Sunday to Maj. Gen. Robert Knauff, who served as 174th Wing
commander from 1996 to 2003 and as commander of the New York Air National Guard until
his retirement in 2009. He died in a glider accident last year in Arizona.
Knauff is credited with developing the plan to transition the 174th Attack Wing from flying
F-16 fighter jets to the remotely piloted MQ Reaper drone.
Sunday's ribbon-cutting ceremony was attended by some of New York's top military brass,
including Maj. Gen. Patrick Murphy, adjutant general of New York, and Maj. Gen. Verle
Johnston, commander of the New York Air National Guard.
http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/guard-reserve/2015/05/04/ny-air-national-guardopens-new-training-center/26876733/
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New York Air National Guard opens new training center
Associated Press, May 4, 2015

May 04, 2015 — SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) The 108th Attack Squadron of the New York Air
National Guard has opened a new $3.5 million facility at Hancock Field near Syracuse to
train students to operate the MQ-9 Reaper weapon system.
The building was dedicated Sunday to Maj. Gen. Robert Knauff, who served as 174th Wing
commander from 1996 to 2003 and as commander of the New York Air National Guard until
his retirement in 2009. He died in a glider accident last year in Arizona.
Knauff is credited with developing the plan to transition the 174th Attack Wing from flying
F-16 fighter jets to the remotely piloted MQ Reaper drone.
Sunday's ribbon-cutting ceremony was attended by some of New York's top military brass,
including Maj. Gen. Patrick Murphy, adjutant general of New York, and Maj. Gen. Verle
Johnston, commander of the New York Air National Guard.

http://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/28247/20150504/ny-air-national-guardopens-new-training-center
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Emergency Response
Local fire crews help battle Ulster Co. forest fire
News 10 ABC: May 5, 2015

ELLENVILLE, N.Y. (NEWS10) – Members of the Schoharie County Fire Department
traveled to Ulster County to help fight a forest fire.
The forest fire began Sunday and quickly devoured 2,400 acres of land. The Schoharie crew
came to Ellenville to help other departments already battling the blaze.
“It’s very hot, and it’s a lot of rough terrain for the crews,” Schoharie County Fire
Coordinator Matt Brisley said.
Brisley was immediately assigned a special task of transporting water.
“There’s about five gallons of water in here, so they’re about 40 pounds, and you wear them
on your back, and you know, you just squirt the fire – you know – the hot spots as you go like
that,” he explained.
While Brisley helped fight the blaze on the ground, New York State Police and National
Guard helicopters dropped water from above. With 12 hour shifts, short breaks and a lot of
hard work, Brisley said he came downstate to help return the favor.
“Three and a half years ago in Irene, we had departments from all over the state helping us,”
he said. “You don’t give it a second thought. You just come down.”
To fight the fire, Brisley traveled up a steep mountainside dozens of times only to find more
flames every trip. Just a few miles away, Cragsmoor resident Nat Hendricks watched the
smoke billow. All he could think about was his historic home.
“Last night, they said I couldn’t go to Cragsmoor, and I came down and my eyes started to
tear, and I said, ‘Well, what can I do. Not much,’” he said.
But little did Hendricks know that a man from Schoharie County was on top of it.
“Make sure it doesn’t come on this side of the road and get down to the houses on Route
209,” Brisley said.

Around 50 people were evacuated from their homes in Cragsmoor. They have since been
allowed back inside their homes.
The fire is still spreading, and crews will continue to work around the clock to battle the
blaze.
http://news10.com/2015/05/05/local-fire-crews-help-battle-ulster-co-forestfire/#http://ad.turn.com/server/pixel.htm?fpid=10&sp=y&publisher_redirecturl=http://ad.afy1
1.net/ad?mode=7
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Wildfire continues to burn in Hudson Valley
My Fox NY: May 5, 2015

NEW YORK (MYFOXNY) - A fast-moving wildfire in upstate New York has forced some
homeowners to evacuate in Ulster County.
The fire started just before noon on Sunday in the Town of Mamakating. It has burned more
than 1,700 acres of the Shawangunk Ridge State Forest in Ulster and Sullivan Counties.
The Ulster County sheriff issued a mandatory evacuation order Monday for the small
community of Cragsmoor along State Route 52. Craigsmoor is in the Shawangunk Ridge
region of the greater Hudson Valley. These are the areas under the evacuation order: Road A,
Road B, Baxter Road, Cramer Road, Old Plank Road, and Schwabb Lane. First responders
evacuated about 30 homes. The sheriff asked evacuees to report to the Walker Valley Fire
Department at 3679 Route 52.
Sullivan County safety officials said that more than 20 fire companies are trying to prevent
the fire from spreading as they work to extinguish the flames.
"The safety of New Yorkers living in the path of these fires remains our top priority and we
are urging all those in the area to stay informed, be aware of current dangers, and remain
cautious when outdoors," Cuomo said in a statement.
Two State Police helicopters with water-dropping buckets, a State Police recon airplane, and
two Division of Military and Naval Affairs Black Hawk helicopters with buckets are being
used to fight the fire, according to news release from Gov. Andrew Cuomo's office.
"We have deployed emergency personnel to help local firefighters, and all have been working
tirelessly to contain these wildfires," Governor Cuomo said.

The state also asked for help from an air tanker plane from Canada that can carry and drop
800 gallons of water, Cuomo's office said.
Department of Environmental Conservation forest rangers are also helping to fight the fire.
Officials said no homes have been damaged yet because the fire has been confined mainly to
the forest.
Authorities believe that a homeowner burning debris outdoors likely ignited the wildfire.
A red flag warning was in effect for part of the area because of the low humidity and the lack
of rain recently. The state DEC updates a state map with fire risks here.The fire has burned
through popular hiking areas. The Long Path/Shawangunk Ridge Trail hiking trail is closed
between Ferguson Road near Summitville and Route 52 near Ellenville, according to the New
York-New Jersey Trail Conference.
The Shawangunk Ridge extends across Orange, Sullivan and Ulster Counties in New York
from the New Jersey state line to the Catskill Mountains.
http://www.myfoxny.com/story/28976158/ulster-county-forest-fire
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National Guard forest fire training in Round Lake cancelled
News 10: May 5, 2015

ROUND LAKE, N.Y. (NEWS10) – A New York Army National Guard fire-fighting training
exercise scheduled for this morning at Round Lake has been canceled.
The two UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters and aircrew which were going to train on dropping
water from 560-gallon buckets slung under them, will be rerouted to assist in fighthing a
forest fire underway in Shawangunk Ridge State Forest near Summitville in Ulster County.
The aircraft are based at the Army Aviation Support Facility at Albany International Airport
in Latham.
New York Army National Guard helicopter pilots and aircrew use the buckets, known by the
trademarked name of Bambi Buckets, to scoop up water from lakes and rivers and then dump
the water on forest or wildfires.
A ten-Soldier team will accompany the helicopters.
http://news10.com/2015/05/05/national-guard-to-practice-forest-fire-training-in-round-lake/
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Dry, windy conditions put NNY at high risk of grass fires
Watertown Daily Times: May 7, 2015

Multiple grass fires have been reported on a daily basis during the past week across Jefferson
County, where the lack of rainfall and low humidity have created conditions favorable for
blazes, according to Jefferson County Deputy Fire Coordinator George A. Turner.
On Tuesday, the Buffalo-based National Weather Service issued a red-flag warning for
Jefferson and Lewis counties due to the risk of forest fires caused by the combination of high
winds and low humidity.
Mr. Turner said Northern New York and other areas across the state have grass that is still
more brown than green, causing ideal conditions for fires.
Mr. Turner said volunteer firefighters have responded recently to two or three grass fires a
day countywide, a trend that is expected to continue until rain arrives. He said it is especially
important for people to abide by the statewide ban on all outdoor trash and brush burning,
which is in effect until May 15.
“The conditions are now not favorable to burn anything at all,” he said. When spring arrives,
Mr. Turner said, people are usually anxious to burn brush and debris in their yards. But dry,
windy conditions can make doing so extremely dangerous in areas where grass is dry and
brown. Fires that start in dry areas spread rapidly.
“If grass is brown, fire burns on top of it and doesn’t go down into the roots where it would
normally go,” Mr. Turner said. “Grass fires can quickly grow by acres, and it all depends on
the wind speed, temperature, humidity and what type of product is burning.”
Some people who think they can control rubbish fires on their own are surprised when they
quickly become out of control in grassy areas, Mr. Turner said. He said that “all it takes is a
couple of embers” to cause a massive grass fire.
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo on Tuesday deployed emergency crews to help firefighters battle a
ridge top wildfire in Sullivan and Ulster counties that has scorched more than 3 square miles
since Sunday. No homes have burned.
Gov. Cuomo said conditions are favorable for additional brush fires throughout the state.
The National Weather Service released a map Tuesday showing rainfall was 3 to 7 inches
below normal in Northern New York, northern New England and the Hudson Valley. And no
significant rainfall is forecast for the next four days.

“The big problem is the fuel left around since last fall,” said Steve DiRienzo, a National
Weather Service meteorologist in Albany. “It hasn’t really greened up yet, especially up in
the hills.”
There have been brush fires throughout Vermont and New Hampshire this week, including
one in Concord in a densely wooded park area. No homes were threatened. In Nashua, N.H., a
brush fire destroyed fences and a shed Monday but didn’t reach any homes.
In the Adirondacks, firefighters from 13 departments contained a fire in a remote and rugged
forest area near Tupper Lake on Monday.
On Tuesday, Cuomo activated the Fire Operations Center at the state Emergency Operations
Center to coordinate fire department resource requests.
A state police helicopter, National Guard Black Hawk helicopters and a Canadian air tanker
were called in to haul and dump water on the forest fire in Sullivan and Ulster counties.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/national/dry-windy-conditions-put-nny-at-high-risk-ofgrass-fires--20150507
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New York Army National Guard aircrews train by fighting Catskill forest fire
nationalguard.mil : May 6, 2015

By Col. Richard Goldenberg | New York National Guard | May 06, 2015
ELLENVILLE, N.Y. - A day of routine training to employ water buckets with military
helicopters turned into a real-world firefighting mission for two New York Army National
Guard UH-60 crews on Tuesday.
The 10 Soldiers, based at Albany International Airport, planned to practice the use of water
buckets by picking up water from a Saratoga County lake and dropping it again.
Instead, the pilots and crews were rerouted south to Sullivan and Ulster Counties where a
wildfire was consuming more than 2,200 acres of Shawangunk Ridge State Forest. They
trained by dropping water on fires, not into the lake.
“Last night we must have had 30 fire companies working on the fire line,” said Lt. Eric
Benjamin from the Ulster County Sheriff’s office. “Having you guys (the National Guard)
show up today makes a real difference in their work.”

By the end of the day, the Army National Guard aviators had flown 13 hours and dropped
some 60 water bucket loads onto the fire– putting 660 gallons on the fire each time.
The fire started Sunday, May 3, and rapidly spread through the evening. Some 30 homes were
evacuated as a precaution Monday, May 4, and then allowed home again Tuesday as
additional firefighting resources were brought to bear.
The pilots and crews joined the efforts of two New York State Police UH-1 “Huey”
helicopters to create a sustained effort to douse water on the edge of the fire, drawing from
the state park’s Lake Maratanza.
“We need these drops to attack ahead of the fire,” New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation Forest Ranger Kevin Burns told the crews. “You guys doing
drops on the edge of the fire gives our guys a chance to work the ground.”
Burns was the lead coordinator for the aerial firefighting effort.
The National Guard aircrews bring tremendous capability to contain the fire, said Capt. Steve
Scherry of the NYS Department of Environment Conservation.
“Fire defies gravity,” Scherry said. “It wants to go up and having these bucket drops along the
ridgeline keeps the fire from spreading.”
Additional firefighters from Orange, Greene, Schoharie, Delaware and Broome counties
arrived earlier to sustain the ground effort to make fire breaks or employ controlled burns to
rob the wildfire of fuel and limit its spread.
“We want to keep the same boots on the ground, but hit it with fresh legs,” Scherry said.
“These firefighters, along with water drops from above, give the local fire department a
breather to keep them in the fight.”
Within an hour of arrival, the National Guard and State Police aircrews had coordinated their
plan of attack with the forest rangers and firefighters to bring some 2,000 gallons of water
onto the wildfire with each cycle.
The challenges for the training are greater than the airspace coordination and communication
challenges of working with so many first responders. The flight conditions for operating the
Bambi buckets, their trademark name, create unique demands on the entire aircrew, said
Chief Warrant Officer 5 Charles Rodda, the ground liaison officer for the mission.
Rodda flew water bucket missions in the area in April, 2008, when wildfires threatened the
Minnewaska State Park in Ulster County and used that experience to help train the National
Guard aircrews and help support this year’s water bucket drops.

“Crews have to deal with the demands of that water bucket slung underneath the aircraft, the
smoke and heat of the fire, communications with other ground and air assets and then putting
their drop where it can do the most good for firefighters,” Rodda explained.
The experience was demanding and rewarding, said Chief Warrant Officer 2 Louis Malizia
from the National Guard’s 3rd Battalion, 142nd Aviation Regiment.
“I’ve been deployed twice and for me, this (mission) is definitely the better of the two,”
Malizia said. “Our federal mission is important for the country, but this here makes a real
difference in people’s lives right at home.”
“Today was a great opportunity to conduct multi-agency collective training with the New
York State Police and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Forestry
Service,” said Maj. Paul Bailie from the New York National Guard Aviation Operations,
Training and Standardization Branch, “conducting fire suppression training on a live fire.”
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/587835/new-york-armynational-guard-aircrews-train-by-fighting-catskill-forest-fire.aspx
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Evacuees return home in forest fire in Ulster County
WABC 7: May 5, 2015

CRAGSMOOR, N.Y. (WABC) -- About 50 homeowners evacuated Monday evening due to a
large forest fire in the Cragsmoor and Walker Valley areas of Ulster County were allowed to
return home.
The fire began around 11:30 a.m. Sunday off Shawanga Lodge Road and Fire Tower Road in
Mamakating. Officials suspect it was started by a homeowner burning debris outdoors, in
violation of a statewide burn ban.
It may look like smoke, but there's fire on the mountain. For three days, flames have spread
throughout the Shawangunk Ridge State Forest which spans Sullivan and Ulster counties.
More than 2,000 acres have been destroyed. For locals, the magnitude of the fire is a curiosity
and a concern.
There were evacuations Monday as strong southerly winds pushed the fire north near Route
52. 30 homes were saved, and residents have since been allowed to return.
Fighting fire with fire is how more than 250 volunteer firefighters and forest rangers have
been working to contain the spread of flames.

Meantime, State Police and National Guard Blackhawk helicopters have made hundreds of
runs scooping up water in so called Bambi buckets from nearby ponds. It's an aerial assault
that will likely go on for several more days. It is currently 80% contained.
There is a shelter open at the Walker Valley Fire Department located at 3679 Route 52.
http://7online.com/news/evacuees-return-home-in-forest-fire-in-ulster-county/696406/
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Dry woodlands, scant rain raise wildfire risk in Northeast
Associated Press: May 6, 2015

ALBANY, N.Y. - (AP) -- Scant rainfall in woodlands still more brown than green has made
for ideal wildfire conditions in the Hudson Valley, northern New York and northern New
England.
In New York, Gov. Andrew Cuomo deployed emergency crews Tuesday to
help firefighters battle a ridgetop wildfire in Sullivan and Ulster counties that has scorched
more than 3 square miles since Sunday. No homes have burned.
Cuomo said conditions are favorable for additional brush fires throughout the state later this
week, with low humidity and no rainfall in sight.
The National Weather Service released a map Tuesday showing rainfall was 3-7 inches below
normal in northern New York, northern New England and the Hudson Valley. And no
significant rainfall is forecast over the next four days.
"The big problem is the fuel left around since last fall," said Steve DiRienzo, a National
Weather Service meteorologist in Albany. "It hasn't really greened up yet, especially up in the
hills."
There have been brush fires throughout Vermont and New Hampshire this week, including
one in Concord in a densely wooded park area. No homes were threatened. In Nashua, a brush
fire destroyed fences and a shed on Monday but didn't reach any homes.
In the Adirondacks, firefighters from 13 departments contained a fire in a remote and rugged
forest area near Tupper Lake on Monday.
On Tuesday, Cuomo activated the Fire Operations Center at the state Emergency Operations
Center to coordinate fire department resource requests.

A state police helicopter, National Guard Black Hawk helicopters and a Canadian air tanker
were called in to haul and dump water on the forest fire in Sullivan and Ulster counties.
All outdoor trash and brush burning is banned in New York until May 15.
http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/dry-woodlands-scant-rain-raise-wildfire-risk-innortheast-1.10392616
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Military Museum
Skidmore College students present stories Vietnam veterans
Oneida Daily Dispatch: May 4, 2015

SARATOGA SPRINGS -- Like many young Americans, Troy native Nick Laiacona went to
Vietnam with the goal of preventing the spread of communism throughout Southeast Asia.
While he never stopped believing in that objective, upon arriving there, his priorities quickly
changed.
“If you boil it all down, it was all about: How do I survive this tour?” said Laiacona, a Bolton
resident and a retired U.S. Army lieutenant colonel. “As a platoon leader, a lieutenant at the
time, my first thought was: How do I keep my soldiers safe?”
He is one of New York Vietnam veterans featured in a new exhibit called “Remember:
Stories of Vietnam” that opened Friday at the New York State Military Museum in Saratoga
Springs. The display, which runs through November, is the culmination of an oral history
project by students in Skidmore College Professor David Kieran’s class, “The Vietnam War
in American Memory.”
Laiacona said he volunteered for the project “because I want the young students to know what
went on during the Vietnam era.”
He served in the Mekong Delta region of Vietnam from 1968-69. After the war, he remained
on active duty until retiring in 1991, with 24 years of service.
Laiacona then worked as a defense contractor at the Picatinny Arsenal, a military research and
manufacturing facility in northeast New Jersey. He moved to Bolton in 2009.
The Vietnam era was one of the most divisive periods in American history. Laiacona said
there’s one myth that still bothers him about the role of U.S. soldiers in Vietnam. It’s one of
the most important points he talks about when discussing the war with young people.

“We’re not baby-killers,” he said. “We went out of our way to make sure the civilian
population didn’t get hurt. That was not always possible. We were fighting in a jungle. It was
extremely close quarters.”
Laiacona said he was impressed by the questions that Skidmore students asked the veterans.
History major Claire Joffe of New Jersey said, “This is by far one of the best classes I’ve ever
taken. We never learned a lot about Vietnam in high school. All of these veterans have a
different perspective of the war. But they all identify with each other as being a Vietnam
veteran.”
The class was invaluable for her long-term career goal to work museum, with a focus on oral
history projects.
Kieran said the finished museum exhibit exceeded his expectations. The display contains
soldiers’ quotes on mounted wallboards, medals, photos, artifacts, maps and a glass-encased
uniform.
Museum staff prepared the professionally-designed signs and text. The color-coded display
allows viewers to follow each veteran individually, starting with his life before the war,
followed by basic training, active military duty and his return home.
Jim Harter of Niskayuna joined the Marines as a high school dropout and saw front-line
action in Vietnam from 1969 to 1971. During his military service, he earned his high school
diploma and after leaving the Marines, he joined the Army National Guard and got a full-time
job at the Watervliet Arsenal where he rose to become chief of manufacturing.
“The Marines prepared me for everything else I did in life,” Harter said. “It gave me the
drive.”
Like Laiacona, he said the Vietnam exhibit is important because “there’s a lot of people who
don’t even know anything” the war. “The parents of some of these students weren’t even born
yet,” he said.
Saratoga Springs was the first city in upstate New York to partner with the Defense
Department’s 50th anniversary commemoration of the war. A large gathering to honor
Vietnam veterans from Saratoga County is planned for November at Saratoga Springs City
Center.
Kieran didn’t live through the Vietnam era. However, as a history professor, it’s the most
compelling issue he’s ever dealt with.
Perhaps, he said, Vietnam isn’t taught extensively in high school because the war and the
social unrest it prompted are so complex and controversial that teachers don’t fully
understand it, don’t want to tackle it or simply don’t know how.

However, there is one undeniable fact.
“If you were born in the 1940s or early ‘50s, your life was defined by this war,” Kieran said.
“Everyone’s life was shaped by this war.”
http://www.oneidadispatch.com/general-news/20150504/skidmore-college-students-presentstories-vietnam-veterans
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New York Army National Guard
Soldier advances
Times Union: May 4, 2015

Gregory Martin of Latham has been promoted to master sergeant in the New York Army
National Guard.
Martin is a full-time National Guard soldier serving as an operations sergeant with the 42nd
Combat Aviation Brigade in Latham. He has also served as a medical noncommissioned
officer.
Martin has served in the Army National Guard for 22 years. He deployed to the Iraq war in
2004 and 2005 with the 42nd Infantry Division, and to the Afghanistan war in 2008 and 2009
with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team. He deployed to Kuwait with the 42nd Combat
Aviation Brigade in 2013 and 2014.
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Veterans-Miracle-Center-needs-housewares-for-176239719.php
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In the News
Watertown Daily Times: May 6, 2015

Promoted: Wing Yu, Watertown, was recently promoted to lieutenant colonel in the Army
National Guard and is deputy J5/7 plans officer for the New York National Guard’s Joint
Force Headquarters, Latham. He joined the National Guard in 1987, was commissioned
through the Reserve Officers Training Corps in 1994, rejoined the National Guard in 1999,
and has served in Afghanistan. He has received the Meritorious Service Medal, Army

Commendation Medal, Airborne Badge, Afghan Campaign Medal, National Defense Service
Medal and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/curr/no-title-20150506
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New York Guard
It isn’t just Jade Helm 15: The varying and misunderstood roles of statesponsored militias
The Washington Post, May 7, 2015

When news broke recently that Texas Gov. Greg Abbott had ordered his State Guard to
monitor the controversial military exercise Jade Helm 15 this summer, confusion reigned.
Many thought incorrectly that the Texas National Guard would be called in to shadow the
operation, whose existence has spawned a number of conspiracy theories.
The Army National Guard and Air National Guard won’t be involved. Rather, the State
Guard is a separate state-sponsored militia that also falls under the command of the governor
and Maj. Gen. John F. Nichols, the adjutant general in Texas. The key difference between the
State Guard and the National Guard: the former cannot be activated for a federal mission.
The attention on the Texas State Guard highlights an often overlooked fact: 23 states and
territories operate state defense forces (SDF). Their roles and missions range, but they most
often augment the National Guard in times of disaster without requiring the same level of
experience, training and physical fitness. They were authorized by Congress in their present
form in 1955, and are established through state laws. Many former and retired members of the
military volunteer. Some states have members in their 70s.
About 14,000 men and women volunteer for state defense forces, a Defense Department
Inspector General report released last year said.
The report found that the relationship between the Pentagon and these defense forces is “not
properly defined.” State defense forces are often not able to fully participate in state missions
when required to work alongside the active-duty military or National Guard, the IG noted.
Most states limit their defense forces to emergency response, operations center management
and ceremonial activities. Others allow them to use facilities and equipment owned by the
National Guard, but only if it has been mobilized.
The inspector general received responses from the adjutant generals who oversee the
National Guard and state defense forces in 18 states. Notably, only 13 said they considered
the state defense force members to be soldiers, and eight said they considered them to be

“lawful belligerents,” meaning they have legal protections in any fighting. Only four adjutant
generals said the defense forces in their states were authorized to use weapons while on duty.
“The combined responses of State Adjutant Generals and SDF Commanding Generals shows
that almost all of the missions assigned to SDF were non-military in nature,” the IG found.
“Missions described included support to civilian emergency management, small-scale search
and rescue, and other unarmed operations relating to homeland security.”
They have been involved in some high-profile missions. Notably, New York and New Jersey
activated their defense forces after the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, offering more
manpower and medical expertise as authorities sought to save victims trapped in the rubble of
the World Trade Center and bolster security elsewhere.
An estimated 2,274 state defense force members from eight states also were involved in
recovery efforts after Hurricane Katrina devastated parts of Louisiana and Mississippi 10
years ago. Some assisted directly, while others filled in for National Guard units that had been
activated, the IG noted. More recently, the New York Guard was involved in relief efforts
after Hurricane Sandy ripped through the state in fall 2012.
In Texas, the State Guard has headquarters at Camp Mabry, a military installation in the state
capital of Austin that also has headquarters for the National Guard. It has about 2,000
members, and focuses primarily on emergency response, according to a fact sheet. They train
at least one day per month and attend a four-day annual training exercise. A State Guard
website said members may be eligible for a daily stipend during training and state
emergencies, and offered free licenses to hunt, fish and carry a concealed handgun.
It’s unclear what, exactly, the Guard will be doing in Texas during Jade Helm. Abbott’s April
28 letter ordering the State Guard to monitor the operation said the governor wanted “regular
updates on the progress and safety” of the exercise and for State Guard members to “facilitate
communications between my office and commanders of the Operation to ensure that adequate
measures are in place to protect Texans,” but made no mention of how many Guard members
that could require.
Abbott has been criticized for involving the State Guard, including by former Texas Gov.
Rick Perry, a fellow Republican. But Abbott has defended the decision, saying it will help
communication.
“Listen, what’s going on here is really very simple,” he told reporters Monday, according to
the American-Statesman newspaper in Austin. “What we’re doing is serving as a
communication facilitator between the Special Operations Forces and the people of the state
of Texas and nothing more than that.”
Abbott added that there was “frankly an overreaction” to his decision to use the State Guard
to monitor the operation.

“I think that by gathering and disseminating information, it will allay concerns that people
have about what’s going on,” he said.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/checkpoint/wp/2015/05/07/it-isnt-just-jade-helm-thevarying-and-misunderstood-roles-of-state-sponsored-militias/
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New York National Guard
Senators back Cyber Protection Team proposal, includes Rome Lab
Rome Sentinel , May 7, 2015

ROME SENTINEL: Senators back Cyber Protection Team proposal, includes Rome Lab
WASHINGTON POST: It isn’t just Jade Helm 15: The varying and misunderstood roles of
state-sponsored militias
A New York and New Jersey Army National Guard proposal for a multi-state Cyber
Protection Team that would include the Rome Air Force Research Laboratory is being backed
by U.S. Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand.
Schumer and Gillibrand, both D-NY, today (Thursday) urged the National Guard Bureau in
Arlington, Va., to select the proposal that also would involve a National Guard base in
Latham near Albany.
Schumer advocated for it in a personal call to Gen. Frank J. Grass, chief of the National
Guard Bureau and a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said an announcement by Schumer
and Gillibrand. They also sent a letter to Grass.
"The bid would allow Rome Labs, a national leader in communications and cyber technology
in the heart of the Mohawk Valley, to serve as an elite training facility for the CPT unit" for
New York and New Jersey, the announcement said. "In addition, Latham Armory, the Capital
Region’s National Guard base, would serve as the unit’s Mission Command center."
A similar proposal was presented last fall during the first round of decisions on placing
several Cyber Protection Team sites throughout the country, but there was no decision then on
a site for this region, said Schumer's spokesman, Jason Kaplan. This is the second round of
regional selections, and the senators are making a renewed effort for their proposal, he
explained. It is currently the only New York application, he added.
Selecting the New York and New Jersey proposal "would bring new jobs to upstate New
York and serve as a major boon to the regional economy," the senators' announcement said.

There could be upwards of 30 new jobs for the Rome lab if the proposal were selected, said
Kaplan. The Rome lab is based at Griffiss park.
Schumer said "we need to do more to prevent the looming threat of domestic and foreign
cyber-attacks, and as the financial center of the United States, the New York-New Jersey
metropolitan area is one of the top potential targets for cyber-attack. Fortunately, we have
developed one of the most advanced cyber-command centers nationwide at Rome
Labs....That’s why I’m calling on the National Guard Bureau to select the NY-NJ bid to be
the home of this new Cyber Protection Team and make Latham Armory as its mission
command location and Rome Labs as part of its training site."
Gillibrand said "I have long argued that the National Guard is uniquely suited to serve as the
front line in protecting our country from cyber-attacks, and no region needs this protection
more than New York and New Jersey. The CPT will build on the capabilities of the region
including the existing relationships between the New York and New Jersey Guards and the
research leadership at Rome.”
The Rome lab and Latham Armory facilities "have extensive homeland security and
emergency preparedness infrastructure that would translate well to what this cyber unit
needs," said the senators' announcement. They said "Rome Labs demonstrated its capabilities
during events such as Hurricane Sandy, as well as countless examples of serving the United
States’ interests overseas."
Schumer and Gillibrand were joined in their bid by New Jersey Senators Robert Menendez
and Cory Booker.
The Rome lab's staffing included included 687 appropriated-fund civilians and 44 military
positions in fiscal 2014, according to its annual fiscal analysis. There also are 435 on-site
contractors, the report said.
http://romesentinel.com/rome/senators-back-cyber-protection-team-proposal-includes-romelab/QBqoeg!1KLSRYHcZZtdDUDx4KpCzA/
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South Africa and Africa?s Place in America?s Security Strategy
International Policy Digest: May 5, 2015

According to the White House, the 2015 National Security Strategy (NSS) “is the blueprint for America’s
leadership in the world — how we address global challenges while advancing our nation’s interest, values, and
vision for the future.” For those who follow politics and international relations, it is an important document, one
we have been anticipating for a long time.

This is President Obama’s second NSS and was expected back in 2013 as a scene-setter for
his second term, but as most observers have noticed, a frequently changing world makes it
difficult to write a document about the current global landscape and its future.
The NSS is broken down into sections like strengthening national defence, combating
terrorism and preventing the spread of weapons of mass destruction. However, it goes beyond
this by discussing the global economic crisis and how to respond to an array of emerging
economic and political challenges. It rightfully examines economic growth and stability and
its impact on security.
Its overarching theme is that America must lead with purpose, lead with strength, lead by
example, lead with capable partners, lead with all the instruments of US power, and lead with
a long-term perspective.
The NSS is one of many policy documents that pertain to America’s actions overseas. The
State Department’s US Strategy towards Sub-Saharan Africa released in June 2012 was a
much needed, comprehensive document highlighting America’s growing focus on Africa.
Like the NSS, it discusses security. When you read the two together and then go back 20
years, wow, what a difference time can make.
U.S. Security Strategy for Sub-Saharan Africa, a report published by the US Department of
Defense in August 1995 stipulated: “America’s security interests in Africa are very limited.
At present we have no permanent or significant military presence anywhere in Africa: We
have no bases; we station no combat forces; and we homeport no ships. We do desire access
to facilities and material, which have been and might be especially important in the event of
contingencies or evacuations. But ultimately we see very little traditional strategic interest in
Africa.”
The 2015 NSS does frequently discuss the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) for
obvious reasons. However, in the 2015 edition, Africa below the desert has its own section
entitled “Invest in Africa’s future.”
The Centre for Research on Globalization based in Canada analyzed the NSS soon after its
release in February. It concluded: “The most detailed strategy outlined in the document is for
the US’ hyper engagement with Africa, which is envisaged as having both economic and
military components.”
Ending extreme poverty is a key objective in the NSS. It uses sub-Saharan Africa as an
example of how a region is growing despite the global challenges: “sub-Saharan Africa has
averaged an aggregate annual growth rate of over 5 percent for the last decade despite the
disruptions of the world financial crisis.” The document also elaborates on how America
plans to reduce inefficiencies in the global trading system through improving trade and
expanding development initiatives such as Power Africa, Trade Africa, Feed the Future, and
the Open Government Partnership.

The document continues: “[the goal is to] continue to work closely with governments, the
private sector, and civil society to foster inclusive economic growth, reduce corruption, and
build capacity at the local level. Investment in critical infrastructure and security will
facilitate trade among countries, especially for developing and emerging economies.”
Militarily, the US wants to “strengthen the operational capacity of regional organizations like
the African Union (AU) and broaden the ranks of capable troop-contributing countries,
through the African Peacekeeping Rapid Response Partnership, which will help African
countries rapidly deploy to emerging crises.”
Lastly, and arguably the most important factor for the future of Africa, the NSS mentions
demographics and how the young people of the world will play a crucial role in shaping the
future. “More than 50 percent of the world’s people are under 30 years old. Many struggle to
make a life in countries with broken governance. We are taking the initiative to build
relationships with the world’s young people, identifying future leaders in government,
business, and civil society and connecting them to one another and to the skills they need to
thrive. We have established new programs of exchange among young Americans and young
people from Africa to Southeast Asia, building off the successes of the International Visitor
and Young African Leaders initiatives.”
South Africa’s role
Launched during Obama’s visit to our country in 2013, South Africa has been one of the big
focuses of his Young African Leadership Initiative better known as YALI. South Africa hosts
one of the four Regional Leadership Centres. The Centre aims to expand and improve
leadership training programs and professional development opportunities for young leaders.
The Centre has an education alliance led by the University of South Africa, with support from
the University of Pretoria. Another key component of YALI is the Mandela Washington
Fellowship where dozens of young South Africans are sent to the US for a six-week program
at one of 20 American universities followed by a conference in Washington, DC hosted by
Obama.
There are other lesser-known bilateral youth programs between Pretoria and Washington. The
US Embassy in Pretoria through their Office of Defense Cooperation sends, on average, three
young South Africans aged 17-23 every year to study at the top 10 engineering schools in
America.
Everything is fully funded for four years and the only condition is that the recipients return
back to South Africa after their studies and work for Armscor or any other component of the
government with preference going to defence organisations. In 2013, one young South
African returned from the US Naval Academy to serve as an ensign in the South African
Navy. One student is currently enrolled in the US Air Force Academy.
South Africans visiting the US and vice versa, as well as cooperative military training
between both countries has been the norm for some time now. Most recently, in March 2015,
one of the South African Air Force (SAAF)’s top commanders made a four day visit to New

York to get a better idea of how the New York Air National Guard operates. The South
African military has had a State Partnership Program with the New York National Guard
since 2004. In fact, it was a New York Air National Guard C-17 Globemaster III on display at
the recent African Aerospace and Defence exhibition and air show at Waterkloof AFB in
September.
Africa is where the US and South Africa have almost always (forget Libya for a second) seen
eye to eye in terms of peace and security. This is where interests overlap. America’s reasons
to be involved are no real secret. There is a need to suppress terrorism, protect strategic oil
and mineral resources, and give balance to China’s growing role. South Africa needs a
peaceful SADC with growing economies to increase trade relations. South Africa needs
stability to avoid an influx of both legal and illegal immigrants. It also feels it has to be
‘present’ in one way or another to assist its African brothers because South Africa is the
regional leader.
Officially, the four main responsibilities of the SANDF are to: to defend and protect South
Africa, to safeguard its borders and infrastructure, to promote peace and security in Africa,
and to perform developmental and other tasks assigned to it. This is easier said than done and
the SANDF is stuggling to keep up.
Having frequent interaction with SANDF personnel, I hear stories of some serious
complications unfolding within the military. Lack of operational aircraft and frequent delays
in programmes are just two of many issues. One grave concern is leadership. Having political
leaders on top of the military chains of command are definitely not the same as conventional
military leaders who grew up from the grassroots level. Many of these politicians, some of
whom have emerged from the struggle against apartheid, find it difficult to understand that
the “struggle” is over, and now all hands must be on deck to run a democracy. Furthermore, I
have been led to believe that there has been a constant and rapid dilution of professionalism in
all spheres of the SANDF over the past 15 years or so, except for some pockets of excellence
at the unit level.
This decay has been attributed to hastily and incorrectly planned efforts at “transformation”
leading to a breakdown in morale, cohesiveness and administration, which makes the decay
curve even steeper. This is combined with an alleged disconnect between the “orderers” and
the “ordered,” with only a one-way communication – downwards. The “ordered” are expected
to do more and more with less and less.
These stories correlate with news reports of a Defence Force in complete disarray. Dawn
Nagar recently discussed the status of the SANDF for the Sunday Independent. Nagar writes:
“The government has inadvertently created an overly stretched and underfunded defence
force, affected by the lack of training and maintenance operations. Such inadequacies have
placed the country’s peacekeeping operations at risk.”
What peacekeeping operations you might ask? South African troop deployment was extended
at the end of March in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the Southern African and
Indian Ocean coast, and Sudan until 31 March 2016. This includes 1388 SANDF troops in the

DRC, 220 for anti-piracy operations along the coast, and 850 in Dafur, Sudan. At the same
time, SANDF defended its decision to acquire additional aircraft for President Zuma and his
cohort costing about R2 billion. SANDF confirmed the budget for these jets was initially
meant for other equipment such as new transport aircraft for the South African troops, which
is something the SANDF desperately needs…cough cough…for the peacekeeping
commitments just mentioned.
A report from last week indicates the SAAF is keen on acquiring the C-130J model from the
American company, Lockheed Martin, to replace its aging C-130BZs. The C-130 is seen as a
key component of South Africa’s medium lift capability, which is important if it wants to be a
major player in the region. Many have argued, however, that this is not the right aircraft if
South Africa wants to participate more in peacekeeping operations. Overall, the SAAF
appears to be vacillating over the choice of a transport aircraft. This is likely due to vested
interests, inconsistency of thought amongst the leadership, ignoring the advice of subject
matter specialists and unclear long-term perspectives.
C-130s or C-17s involve serious cash, so where is all this money coming from? South
Africa’s economy is declining for multiple reasons and running a military is not cheap.
In “Who will keep the peace?” Dawn Nagar explains how the South African government and
the SANDF are supposed to deal with this sharp downward defence trajectory as per
recommendations in the 2014 SA Defence Review. Firstly, SANDF needs to deal with
operational problems and a minuscule budget of 1.1 percent of gross domestic product (GDP),
which equates to R44 billion. It needs to take incremental steps over the next 30 years: 2
percent of GDP to handle current missions, 2.4 percent for new challenges, 3.3 percent to deal
with war. All of this is, of course, is dependant upon having qualified and educated personnel
located within the ranks.
The SANDF getting ‘more and more’ money appears unlikely. Combined with the issues
discussed earlier, this may ultimately mean limiting South Africa’s involvement in
peacekeeping operations.
South African leadership needs to decide if it wants be a regional military player or not? If
you analyze the official speeches the answer is ‘yes.’ However, this can easily turn into
another example where South African rhetoric doesn’t match the on the ground reality.
Despite SANDF’s problems, do expect the military and political leadership to continue to
travel the world for official visits.
How much more the US and South Africa will cooperate on defence will depend on the
implementation of the Defence Review’s suggestions as well as political will. America is
keen on assisting South Africa militarily, whether it is training or purchasing aircraft.
However, some of South Africa’s political and military leaders, especially within the ANC,
have a general distrust of America.
Meanwhile, America has other security concerns relating to South Africa and Africa. This
includes South African citizens traveling to Iraq and Syria to join ISIS and the growing use of

South Africa by international criminal syndicates. In Africa, there is certainly no shortage of
threats here, as the US tries to help African nations maintain stability. Countries include:
Central African Republic, DRC, Libya, Mali, Nigeria, Somalia, and South Sudan. Problems
include: illicit drugs, wildlife and arms trafficking, maritime security, terrorist groups linked
to al-Qaeda and many others. Today, other conflicts continue to pop up in countries like
Burundi.
The US will continue to work with their African partners to combat the growing and evolving
threats. According to Nick Turse, a fellow at Harvard University’s Radcliffe Institute, “in
2014, the U.S. carried out 674 military activities across Africa, nearly two missions per day,
an almost 300% jump in the number of annual operations, exercises, and military-to-military
training activities since U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) was established in 2008.”
Nigerian President-elect , Maj. Gen. Muhammadu Buhari, soon to be leader of the other
African hegemon promised closer military cooperation with the US in a recent New York
Times article.
Some African countries do display a favourable stance towards the US. However, they also
need to protect their “we are African” image when it comes to dealing with other African
countries, especially those who are not as favourably disposed towards the US, essentially
because of the hangover of a Soviet indoctrination. This internal conflict does not permit full
exploitation of the opportunities made available. Another factor exacerbating this issue is the
rather weak and shaky foreign policy of most sub-Saharan countries, not only towards other
African countries but also towards those outside the continent.
It is South Africa’s choice whether to continue working closely with the American military or
not. South Africa was the major player and host of Southern Accord 13, an annual
USAFRICOM-sponsored, joint exercise that brings together US and African military
personnel. Participation in such exercises signals strong bilateral relationships. Pretoria was
noticeably absent last year for Southern Accord 14, which included participants from the US,
Malawi, Tanzania, Namibia, Botswana, Zambia, Swaziland, Lesotho, the U.K. and Germany.
To quote South African defence analyst Helmoed Heitman: “It is time South Africa becomes
realistic and gives up the delusion that no-one in Africa is working with Africom – they all
are. We (South Africa) are the only exception and that does not serve us or Africa well.”
Approximately 800 participants from 11 countries are set to take part in the Shared Accord 15
in Zambia in early August. We can only wait and see if South Africa is in attendance.
http://www.internationalpolicydigest.org/2015/05/05/south-africa-and-africa-s-place-inamerica-s-security-strategy/
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