174th Attack Wing
Drone protesters' trials cost taxpayers more than $53,000 extra in OT, guards;
more trials to come
Syracuse.com: July 28, 2014

Taxpayers in DeWitt have spent more than $53,000 to cover the extra costs associated with
trials for people protesting drones at Hancock Field in 2013 and 2014.
Those costs will continue to rise as another half-dozen or more trials are scheduled in DeWitt
Town Court in the coming months, said Michael Moracco, DeWitt's town manager.
And the protests and arrests continue.
On Wednesday, seven people protesting outside Hancock Air Base were arrested by
Onondaga County sheriff's deputies. The charges ranged from trespass and disorderly conduct
to violation of an order of protection. Those cases will all land in DeWitt town court.
The protesters are demonstrating against the operation of drones by the 174th Attack Wing of
the New York Air National Guard from Hancock Field.
The extra costs are primarily to cover court clerk overtime and special security needed for the
trials, Moracco said. Each trial costs between $3,000 and $4,000 more than a regular trial, he
said.
The total bill so far is $53,282, Moracco said.
More trials are scheduled in the coming months. The next jury trial for defendant Russell
Brown is set for Wednesday. Other upcoming trials scheduled so far are Aug. 11 and 12,
Sept. 8-9 and Set. 14-15.
The majority of upcoming trials are for defendants who are members of the Upstate Coalition
to Ground the Drones and End the Wars who were arrested April 20, 2013 at Hancock Field
Air National Base. About 30 people were arrested during that protest and charged.
Another 16 protesters were arrested in connection with an Oct .25, 2012 protest, with a dozen
of them sentenced to 15 days in jail in February.
Carol Baum, of the Syracuse Peace Council, has said DeWitt's legal costs should be compared
to the money spent on drones and "the cost of killing innocent people."

The number of cases has risen, in part, because some protesters have orders of protection filed
against them and when they return to protest again they are charged with breaking those court
orders.
DeWitt Supervisor Ed Michalenko said he thinks it is imprudent to issue orders of protection
against the defendants as they are non-violent protesters, and litigating these cases costs the
town money.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/07/taxpayers_costs_continue_to_rise_for_dew
itt_drone_protester_trials.html

Peace activists says drone protests at Hancock Air Base will continue
WRVO: July 28, 2014

Activists opposed to drone warfare continue targeting the Hancock Field Air National Guard
Base north of Syracuse.
During a protest at the air base last week, local upstate drone activists were joined by some
members of the Atlantic Life Community Activists, an East Coast-based group of pacifists.
Seven protesters from places like Maryland, Vermont and New York City, were arrested for
blocking the entrance to the base. Syracuse drone resister Ed Kinane, who was part of a group
supporting the protest, says Hancock has become a prime target for more and more anti-drone
activists.
"As they hear about these actions and they get more and more upset about these drone
killings, more and more people are coming to Syracuse to protest against Hancock,” Kinane
said.
He says the issue goes beyond the deaths of civilians during drone strikes.
“And it’s not just the killing, it’s the terrorism," Kinane explained. "When people live under
drones, it’s terrorizing to them. It affects the lives of hundreds of thousands of people in a
range of countries.”
Hancock is home to Reaper drones, which are piloted from Syracuse for actions in places like
Afghanistan and Pakistan. This latest event continues a series of rallies and vigils at the base
that started five years ago. Last week, protesters were arrested on charges ranging from
trespass and disorderly conduct to violating an order of protection for the base's commander.
Kinane believes that order of protection charge is a misuse of the charge itself.

"It’s absurd, because all of us out there demonstrating have impeccable records of nonviolence," Kinane said. "The commander of the base, he’s protected by a barbed wire fence,
he’s protected by men with guns who are trained to kill. We are no threat to him, none
whatsoever.”
He believes that as time goes on, legal reaction to the protesters has deepened.
“Two of the people that were arrested in the last week, have $10,000 bails," Kinane
explained. "Now these are people with impeccable records of showing up for court. They
want to put the drones on trial in court, if they have an opportunity. So it’s just punitive, and
the courts think it’s a form of deterrence, but I’m not sure that’s working.”
http://wrvo.org/post/peace-activists-says-drone-protests-hancock-air-base-will-continue

Central New York judge cuts drone protester's bail by $9,900
Syracuse.com: August 01, 2014

Syracuse, NY - An Onondaga County judge today cut a drone protester's bail from $10,000 to
$100, but warned her about continuing protests while criminal charges are pending.
Clare Grady was one of seven people arrested July 24 during a protest at the Air National
Guard Base at Hancock Field. They were protesting against the government's use of drones.
She was charged with trespassing, a violation, and criminal contempt, a misdemeanor.
DeWitt Town Justice Robert L. Jokl set bail at $10,000 for Grady and for Martha Hennessey,
another drone protester who faced the same charges. Supreme Court Justice John Brunetti
lowered Hennessy's bail to $100 on Monday, according to Grady's defense lawyer Jim
Kerrigan.
Kerrigan argued in front of Judge Joseph Fahey that his client's bail should also be lowered.
"The only basis for $10,000 bail in this case is an attempt to stop the protesting," Kerrigan
told the judge.
Fahey reduced Grady's bail to $100, and then offered her some advice.
"Ms. Grady, if I were you I would suspend my protest activities until the criminal charges are
resolved," the judge said.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/07/central_new_york_judge_cuts_drone_prote
stors_bail_by_9900.html

Citizens Preparedness
National Guard holds citizen preparedness training
WHEC: July 26, 2014

The National Guard is holding a special training session for residents in the Rochester area
under a new initiative from Governor Cuomo.
Troops will be holding a citizen preparedness training program at Aquinas Institute on Dewey
Avenue (in the Wegman-Napier gym) Saturday afternoon. The session starts at 12 p.m. and is
expected to last two hours. The training is suppose to help residents be more prepared for
natural disasters and emergencies. The program will cover a number of topics on how to
respond to a disaster as a citizen and each family will receive a free emergency kit -- which
includes first aid items, a radio, food and other items needed in a disaster.
The event is free to attend and you don't need to signup. Governor Cuomo launched the
program earlier this year with the goal of training about 100,000 residents across the state.
Governor Cuomo said during the launch that he wants citizens to be more prepared to respond
to disasters.
“We want our state's citizens to be the most prepared in the nation for natural disasters as we
continue to re-imagine New York for a new reality,” said Governor Cuomo. “Through the
Citizen Preparedness Corps, New Yorkers will also be better prepared to help their
communities. Our goal of training 100,000 New Yorkers to be their own first responder in
their communities will make New York even more equipped to face future challenges.”
http://www.whec.com/news/stories/S3515320.shtml

Naval Militia
Naval Militia Members Undergo Waterborne Disaster Training
TWC: July 25, 2014

More than a dozen Naval Militia Members underwent training Friday. The training was
designed to help them better handle waterborne calamaties after Hurricane Sandy and
Tropical Storm Irene.
Perhaps the last place where anyone should expect anything to sit still is on the water.
"You have waters, currents, different rivers, different times of the day," said Coxswain Robert
Hill of the New York Naval Militia.

Even after 30 years of navigating waters, he knows how unpredictable his job can be.
"Things change," he said.
So, on Friday, two four man crews from the Naval Militia set out on the Hudson River in
Shodack State Park, ready to learn some new skills.
"The exercise detachment officer in charge will be tasked with directing the boats to respond
to various injects," said Commander Don McKnight.
Drills such as rescuing a man overboard to checking a bridge for potential bombs were all
designed to prepare members for real-life scenarios.
"We've looked at different events that have happened across the country, and we've adapted it
for our own use," said McKnight.
And, it helps to be prepared for anything, especially after natural disasters such as Irene and
Sandy. Naval militia members responded to both incidents. Friday's training was specifically
designed so they can better handle those situations in the future.
"What we're trying to do is basically iron out some of the issues that we found with this," said
McKnight.
Despite the slew of skills learned, Hill says their mission stays the same.
"We're essentially the eyes and ears on the water, so anything we encounter we need to report
it," he said.
And, training has become almost necessary to help these members adapt to the currents of
their job.
http://berkshires.twcnews.com/content/news/755936/naval-militia-members-undergowaterborne-disaster-training/

New York Naval Militia members hone boat handling, emergency response skills
on Hudson River
DVIDS: July 30, 2014

Two New York Naval Militia boat crews refined their watercraft handling skills while also
executing emergency response drills during a day of training on the Hudson River at
Schodack Island State Park here on Friday, July 25.

The exercise, in which eight Naval Militia Sailors on patrol boats 220 and 221 executed a
missing person drill, investigated a bomb threat, and set up a boat-traffic exclusion zone also
provided training for a three-person command party on shore manning the Naval Militia’s
mobile command trailer.
The goal, explained Naval Militia Cmdr. Don McKnight, commander of the Naval Militia’s
Military Emergency Boat Service, was to integrate command and control with boat handling
training and tasks the Naval Militia would be asked to perform during an emergency
response.
The scenarios were designed to exercise improvements in communications procedures
identified during the Naval Militia’s participation in the state response to Superstorm Sandy
in November 2012, McKnight explained.
A key goal for this exercise was using computer communications to pass orders from the New
York National Guard Joint Operation Center to the Naval Militia forces on the ground. The
command team on the river bank then used radios and sometimes cellphones to pass along
new missions.
The 25-foot boats were crewed with a mix of experienced Naval Militia boat handlers and
members of the Navy Reserve who were new to small boats.
The new Naval Militia members got a chance to practice piloting the boat as well as learning
the skills involved in approaching a floating object in the river and mooring the boat, said
Petty Officer 1st Class Robert Hill.
The Hudson River can be especially tricky because currents are always changing depending
on the time of the day and the weather, Hill said.
The July 25 training exercise was significant because the Naval Militia members who were
also Navy Reserve members were being paid for a federal drill day to take part in the
exercise.
Because the training is useful to the Navy Reserve members in their federal role, they can be
paid for conducting the exercise, explained Cmdr. Vincent Perry, the commanding officer of
Navy Operational Support Center Schenectady.
The opportunity to get out on a boat, learn new skills, and practice tasks, was a great way to
spend the day, said Petty Officer 3rd Class Anthony Mushaw, one of the Naval Reserve
Sailors who participated.
Most of the 2,700 members of the New York Naval Militia are members of the Navy, Marine
Corps, and Coast Guard Reserve who have volunteered to serve the state when asked. They
are paid by New York when on state active duty, but most of the time when they train for
Naval Militia specific tasks they do so in a volunteer status.

The Naval Militia is part of the New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs which
is also responsible for the 16,000 members of the New York Army and Air National Guard.
A small number of Naval Militia members – five percent of the total force - are volunteers,
like Hill, who are normally retired military personnel but who no longer belong to the
reserves or active Navy or Marine Corps.
Integrating Sailors being paid for a Navy Reserve drill day with Naval Militia volunteers is
significant, because it makes it more likely that dual-status Naval Militia members can
participate in training, said Naval Militia Capt. Ten Eyck “Trip” Powell, the Naval Militia’s
deputy commander of operations.
The Naval Militia has the equipment but not the money to pay personnel, while the Navy
Reserve can pay Sailors but doesn’t have the boats to train on, Powell said.
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/137735/new-york-naval-militia-members-honeboat-handling-emergency-response-skills-hudson-river#ixzz392pcUuQ5

New York Air National Guard
New WestConn Scholarship Honors Fallen Soldier, Son Of Stamford Cop
Stamford Daily Voice: July 31, 2014

A new scholarship at Western Connecticut State University in Danbury has been set up to
honor a soldier who lost his life while serving in Afghanistan on Sept. 5, 2013.
The TJ Lobraico Memorial Scholarship will provide $5,000 annually to a deserving student.
Lobraico comes from a long line of military background. His mother, Linda Rohatsch, is
lieutenant colonel in the Air National Guard and commands the 105th Medical Group at
Stewart Air Base in Newburgh, N.Y. – the same base as her son. Lobraico’s father, Todd
James Lobraico, is an Air Force veteran who serves as a master sergeant with the 105th
Security Forces Squadron. He is also a member of the Stamford Police Department.
Military service also runs deep with his stepfather, Dr. Rob Rohatsch; and his grandfathers,
Frank Lobraico and Bob Rohatsch.
“Even before 9/11, we were a very patriotic family,” said Linda Rohatsch, who is chief
operating officer of PhysicianOne Urgent Care of Connecticut. “Memorial Day was always
important to us as a day to acknowledge the service and sacrifices that are made by many
families on behalf of our country. But 9/11 is why TJ chose to serve.”

After graduating from New Fairfield High School in 2008, Lobraico joined the New York Air
National Guard. While attending community college, he transferred to Western Connecticut
State to work on a degree in justice and law administration to follow in his father’s footsteps
and prepare for a career in law enforcement.
In 2013, as staff sergeant in the 105th Security Forces Squadron in Afghanistan, he died at the
age of 22 after saving several members of his squadron when they were ambushed.
Rohatsch, a graduate of Western Connecticut State, said a memorial scholarship fund was the
best way to never forget her son's sacrifice.
The scholarship was created for a student in the Division of Justice and Law Administration.
At the time of his death, Lobraico was a JLA major who had just finished his junior year. The
recipient must demonstrate active participation in community service and hold a part-time
job. Qualified applicants are required to submit an essay that answers the question, “What
does service above self mean to you?”
The TJ Lobraico Memorial Scholarship will begin in the 2014-15 academic year.
http://stamford.dailyvoice.com/schools/new-westconn-scholarship-honors-fallen-soldier-sonstamford-cop

Gray Eagle drone company unveiled at Fort Drum
Watertown Daily Times: July 29, 2014

New drones will be making their way into the north country’s skies, as a company flying MQ1C Gray Eagle aircraft formally marked its launch.
The Delta Company of the 1st Battalion, 10th Aviation Regiment, nicknamed the Valkyries,
will add approximately 130 soldiers to the post. About 70 percent of its soldiers have arrived.
Only one of the unit’s nine Gray Eagles has been fully assembled, and was displayed during
today’s ceremony at Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield.
Col. Michael C. McCurry, commander of the 10th Combat Aviation Brigade, called the
company’s activation a “new chapter” for the brigade and 10th Mountain Division, and
compared its launch to the mindset of soldiers at Camp Hale, Colo. when the division
launched during World War II.
“When the time comes for your skills to be put to the test on the future Riva Ridge, there’s no
doubt in my mind you’ll be ready,” he said, referencing the division’s fight in the mountains
of Italy.

The remotely-piloted 3,600-pound Gray Eagle, which can be equipped with up to four
Hellfire missiles, will be used for a variety of missions, including surveillance, convoy
protection, reconnaissance and air support.
“We can basically be the eyes for the ground force commander ... giving them more of an
overview of what exactly the situation looks like, more than they can just see for themselves,”
said Sgt. Matthew S. Allen, the company’s standardization pilot.
The aircraft is piloted by two soldiers, one controlling it in the air while the other controls its
on-board camera.
The activation of the unit is part of an Army plan that will place 10 Gray Eagle companies
across the service, essentially one with every active duty division, along with a few separate
units. It was noted that the new drone company is coming into place as the Army reduces the
number of soldiers overall and phases out certain aircraft models.
“It makes you feel very relevent, very needed, participating in something that’s very useful,“
said Chief Warrant Officer 3 Ryan J. Owen, the new company’s executive officer.
The company will look to begin flying their Gray Eagles locally around the next two weeks.
The airfield is familiar with the presence of remotely-piloted aircraft, as the New York Air
National Guard’s 174th Attack Wing has flown their 10,500-pound MQ-9 Reaper drone
locally since early 2012.
Additionally, the post is seen as an important testing area for the Northeast UAS Airspace
Integration Research Alliance as it works with the FAA to integrate drones into civilian
airspace.
The next step for the brigade’s program is for Congress to approve $27 million for a hangar.
The funding cleared the U.S. House of Representatives, and is in current language working its
way through the Senate.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20140729/OGD/140728773

New York Army National Guard
Are New Maid of the Mist Docks Just Tragedy Waiting to Happen?
Niagara Falls Reporter: July 29, 2014

The expulsion of James Glynn and his Maid of the Mist boat ride from Canada was an act of
man, but it may be an act of God that ends his monopolistic, two-fisted grasp of the enterprise
on the U. S. side of Niagara Falls.

That's because a growing body of evidence indicates that the rock walls of the Niagara Gorge
directly above his recently-constructed Maid of the Mist storage area are exceedingly unstable
and may, at any time, collapse on the new boatyard and maintenance facility, subjecting it to
the same fate as the Schoellkopf Power Station that occupied the site 60 years ago.
After losing his Canadian franchise and winter headquarters, due to alleged corrupt influence
on Ontario's Niagara Parks Commission covered in depth by this newspaper, Maid owner
Glynn was forced to construct a new, $32 million boatyard at the Schoellkopf site virtually
overnight in order to keep his business semi-intact. Hornblower, the worldwide tour boat
company that outbid Glynn and took over his Canadian concession, has a standing offer to
New York State exceeding what Glynn pays by $100 million.
Thus far, the Cuomo administration has ignored Hornblower's lucrative offer in favor of a nobid arrangement with the wealthy and influential Glynn. State Parks and NYPA bypassed
regulatory formalities, waived SEQRA and canceled an application for National Historic
Landmark designation, and the Glynn boatyard was rushed to completion in a matter of
months.
Schoellkopf history
Before the construction started, it may have been advisable for Maid of the Mist, or at least
their insurance underwriters, to review some of the history surrounding the Schoellkopf site
which has been twice demolished, first by nature and then by bulldozers and backhoes to
make way for Glynn's family business.
"Schoellkopf Disaster Traced to Quake," headlined the Niagara Falls Gazette on March 21,
1962, and it didn't bode well for the long-term viability of Glynn's precarious foothold on the
Niagara River at the base of the gorge. "The Schoellkopf power plant disaster and the
damaged concrete lining of the Schoellkopf tunnel discovered Tuesday... were traced by a
noted seismologist to an earthquake here in 1946."
Prof. Austin McTigue, chairman of the Canisius College physics department from 1940-1959,
attributed the cataclysmic rockslide that demolished the Schoellkopf, the hydropower
generating plant that produced many thousands of kilowatts of electricity, powered local
industry and comprised 25 percent of the city's tax base, to a 1946 quake that took place along
the Ransomville-Niagara Falls earthquake fault, which traces a zigzag path between the two
Western New York communities.
"Blast-like Tremor Felt Throughout Area; Report Rock Slide at Cataract. Chimneys, Plaster
Cracked; Fruit Jars Knocked from Walls; Earth Movement Recorded on Canisius
Seismograph," read the Gazette account of the event, "Telephone switchboards, radio stations
and police stations were flooded with calls."
In 1962 Professor McTigue identified a small fault, exposed by the '46 quake, passing directly
through the rock layers supporting the Schoellkopf plant. "By studying the face of the gorge
from the Canadian side," he said, "this fault can now be clearly seen." It was theorized that an

accumulation of water, freezing and thawing, undermined the rock strata even more,
ultimately causing the tragic rock slide.
It's no accident that the University of Buffalo's Multidisciplinary Center for Earthquake
Engineering Research (MCEER) was located at the north UB campus a few years back,
winning out over research universities in quake-prone California.
Vigilant Guard magazine, a publication of the New York National Guard, did a story on the
Center in 2009, focusing on the probability of a catastrophic earthquake rocking Western
New York. It found that the risk level for Niagara County is one of the highest in the nation.
"A 5.9 magnitude earthquake in this area is not an unrealistic scenario," one researcher
warned.
History of disaster
Rockslides, some caused by tremors, are not uncommon in the Niagara Gorge, to the extent
that the Niagara County Dept. of Emergency Services devotes a whole section of its February,
2008 Hazard Mitigation Plan to potential occurrences there.
Starting with a July 1, 1917 disaster in the Niagara Gorge, in which an avalanche toppled a
train into the river killing 12, rockslides have caused fatalities in the gorge on other occasions,
including one at Cave of the Winds that killed three tourists.
While State Parks Western Region, under the leadership of director Mark Thomas, has a near
obsession with "interpretive" signage, somehow we doubt you'll encounter any mention of the
natural processes that culminated in the Cave of the Winds tragedy.
According to the US Coast and Geodetic Survey, a strong March 27, 1962 quake centered at
Niagara Falls (amazingly, one week after the McTigue story), possibly originating at the
gorge fault, was "felt by, awakened and frightened many. Hundreds of persons telephoned the
police and fire departments inquiring about the tremor. Beds, chairs displaced; houses shook;
dishes rattled. Intensity (damage) at Sandy Beach (Grand Island) where houses shook; felt at
Cambria, Lewiston, North Tonawanda, Pekin and Tonawanda. Also felt at Saint Catherines..."
Are we due for another quake of the magnitude of the '46 and '62 seismic events, and could it
trigger another catastrophic rockslide in the Niagara Gorge, resulting in the complete
destruction of the Maid of the Mist? In retrospect, it appears the 30-year extension arbitrarily
granted Maid by Gov. Cuomo may be excessively optimistic. Regret to say, we're overdue for
another such tectonic event, by some years.
A high-level State Parks source—who wishes to remain anonymous— has told us that
numerous cracks resulting from shifting and eroding rock layers are in evidence in and around
the Schoellkopf and Gorge Discovery Center building. These cracks, in addition to small
"sinkholes" which appear now and then due to progressive collapsing of tunnels below, need
to be filled in as a matter of routine maintenance.

It's interesting that the entire area between the Discovery Center and gorge rim has been
fenced off for years, probably because of the danger of tourists falling off in a rockslide and
tumbling, fatally, into the gorge below.
http://www.niagarafallsreporter.com/Stories/2014/Jul29/NewMaidDocks.html

Syracuse, Manlius Citizen Soldiers Extend Service
Madison County Courier: July 30, 2014

Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the Adjutant General, announces the recent reenlistment of
members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their continuing
commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National Guard.
Staff Sergeant Gordon Reynolds from Syracuse has reenlisted to continue service with the
27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team.
Specialist Timothy Brokhoff from Manlius has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion.
“The New York Army National Guard has sustained our force at or above 100 percent
strength for the better part of five years now,” Murphy said. “Keeping those ready forces in
our ranks means that New York is ready to provide forces for state missions here at home, as
we saw during Hurricane Sandy or for the federal missions supporting our nation around the
country and around the world.”
“Each of our 16,000 men and women serving in the Army and Air National Guard has an
important role and I’m pleased that so many continue to reenlist and remain part of our New
York National Guard family.”
http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=57149

Japanese search US archives for WWII MIA info
Charlotte Observer: July 30, 2014

SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. Racing against time, members of a Japanese organization are
combing a New York military museum's World War II records for information they hope will
lead to the graves of American servicemen still listed as missing in action on Saipan.

The reason for the urgency: A developer plans to begin construction in the fall on a
condominium near the beach where scores of Americans were killed on July 7, 1944, during
Japan's largest mass suicide attack of the war.
Kuentai-Japan, a nonprofit group that searches Pacific islands for Japan's war dead, found the
remains of at least two American fighting men near the construction site in 2011 and 2013,
and believes as many as 16 others are buried nearby. This April, Kuentai-Japan formed a
sister organization, Kuentai-USA.
"This is urgent," said Kuentai founder Usan Kurata, a 58-year-old journalist who is visiting
the New York State Military Museum this week with another group leader, both from Kyoto.
He said the Japanese organization believes that returning Americans' remains to their families
is the right thing to do.
The Pentagon agency in charge of searching foreign battlefields for America's dead says
about 20 U.S. servicemen are unaccounted for on Saipan, part of the Northern Mariana
Islands, a U.S. commonwealth 1,400 miles (2,250 kilometers) from Japan.
Maj. Jamie Dobson, a spokeswoman for the Hawaii-based U.S. Joint POW-MIA Accounting
Command, said that developers must follow Saipan's stringent historic preservation laws and
that if a probable burial site is found to be in imminent danger, the U.S. will send a recovery
team.
Kuentai said it has an agreement with the Russian developer of the condo project to excavate
the property for remains, but the group is still awaiting final approval from local authorities.
The researchers' visit to the U.S. comes 70 years after more than 3,000 Japanese troops
launched the assault that killed or wounded more than 900 soldiers in the Army's 105th
Regiment, part of the 27th Infantry Division, a former New York National Guard unit.
Many of the Americans killed in the "banzai" attack were from New York state. The museum
holds many of the 27th Division's records, including enlistment cards, rosters, regimental
yearbooks, photographs and other documents.
Using battlefield photos published in Life magazine in August 1944 and military maps at the
National Archives in Washington, Kuentai located a mass grave containing the skeletal
remains of nearly 800 Japanese troops. The bones were cremated and the ashes brought back
to Japan for burial.
During its excavations, the group also discovered the remains of five probable American
soldiers. JPAC said two have been identified so far as MIAs from the 105th Regiment, and
they were returned for burial in their home states of Kentucky and Pennsylvania.
JPAC and the Defense Department's other casualty accounting agency, the Defense POWMIA Office, are the subject of a Pentagon inspector general's investigation of potential fraud
and waste.

In March, after The Associated Press reported the failings of the military's MIA accounting
effort, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel announced a shake-up that includes combining the
functions of the two entities into a new agency.
Read more here: http://www.charlotteobserver.com/2014/07/30/5075878/japanese-search-usarchives-for.html#storylink=cpy

New York National Guard training takes to skies
Army.mil: July 25, 2014

FORT DRUM, N.Y. (July 25, 2014) -- New York Army National Guard Soldiers from the
642d Aviation Support Battalion, conducted integration Annual Training in support of their
fellow New York Soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Battalion, here Saturday
through Tuesday.
As the infantry Soldiers from 2nd Platoon, Company C, 2-108th, based in Gloversville, New
York, conducted squad movement to contact in preparation for a squad attach during a live
fire, aircrews from the Rochester-based Company F, 1st Battalion, 169th Air Ambulance
Company, conducted pre-flight checks for their impending aeromedical evacuation of
simulated casualties.
Company F is part of the 642nd Aviation Support Battalion. The battalion is currently
deployed to Kuwait, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, but the unit rear detachment
is at Fort Drum this summer, conducting annual training that includes common Soldier Tasks,
Mission Essential Tasks, individual weapons qualification, and aerial gunnery, as well as the
recent MedEvac training that supported the 2-108th Infantry.
The training for Company F included working with the infantry to prepare a landing zone,
and then conducting static training and instruction for the infantry Soldiers. Troops reviewed
flight procedures, conducted basic medical task training, reviewed the Nine-Line MedEvac
request, practiced aircraft loading procedures and evacuation training for litter patients. They
also learned how to use the jungle penetrator to recover patients in heavily wooded areas.
As the MedEvac aircrew departed to fly tactical routes across the training area, 1st Lt. Patrick
Halpin, the Company C executive officer, and Sgt. Greg Marcott, the non-commissioned
officer in charge, organized the squads to receive the aircraft for MedEvac.
"This was a great, realistic training event that included Mission Essential Task training for
both the infantry and aviation units," said Capt. Shawn Tabankin, the 2-108th Infantry
Battalion operations officer. "The infantry were able to work a live MedEvac [helicopter] into
their event, utilizing their Pathfinder training to establish [a landing zone]."

As part of the training preparation, Company F Flight Medic Spc. Muhammed Shonibare
joined with the infantry platoon medic Spc. Joseph Sabin, to help evaluate casualties and
ready them for evacuation.
Sabin relayed the information to his team leader, Sgt. Richard Wager, who called in the NineLine MedEvac request to the aircraft. Within minutes, the UH-60 Black Hawk was on the
landing zone, and Soldiers were moving litters on board the aircraft.
After completion of the litter evacuations, the infantrymen moved to the dense wood line and
set up a hasty patrol base to then conduct medical evacuation, using a jungle penetrator.
While pilots hovered steadily over the tree line, a flight medic descended into the training
area to retrieve a simulated casualty. Once on ground, the flight medic loaded the patient on
the jungle penetrator for extraction, straight up to the hovering aircraft.
The integrated training proved to be a success for all elements involved, both in the air and on
the ground.
"When we are able to conduct Aeromedical Evacuations with our pilots receiving and
responding to actual Nine-Lines, combined with our flight medics conducting actual medical
tasks & extractions, it is great training," said 1-169th Company F Commander Maj.
Christopher Gagliardo.
"On the aviation side of the house, they were able to receive and process Nine-Lines,
amended Nine-Lines, and perform the necessary Air-to-Ground integration," Tabankin said.
"There's no simulation that can replace this kind of combined-arms experience."
http://www.army.mil/article/130324/New_York_National_Guard_training_takes_to_skies/

Military notes: Local National Guard members re-enlist
Auburn Pub: July 26, 2014

LATHAM | Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, the adjutant general, announces the recent reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their
continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National
Guard:
• Spc. Clifton Thompson, from Auburn, has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion.
• Staff Sgt. Jake Pollock, from Auburn, has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion.

• Sgt. 1st Class David Ohickey, from Aurora, has reenlisted to continue service with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 102nd Military Police Battalion.
http://auburnpub.com/lifestyles/military-notes-local-national-guard-members-reenlist/article_eb70abfe-8901-510a-a463-9501eb01e292.html

Medal of Honor quest for N.Y. WWI hero marches on
MDJ: July 28, 2014

ALBANY, N.Y. — About 100 years after he single-handedly fought off a German attack and
saved a comrade from capture despite suffering serious wounds, Sgt. Henry Johnson is a step
closer to getting a posthumous Medal of Honor.
Army Secretary John McHugh has approved a Medal of Honor application for Johnson
submitted by U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) and sent it to Secretary of Defense Chuck
Hagel for consideration. If Hagel gives his OK, the application will be sent to the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and President Barack Obama for final approvals.
“It’s on Hagel’s desk right now,” Schumer said Thursday. “This has been a long hard road,
but we’re getting close to the finish line to right a wrong that was done close to 100 years
ago.”
Pentagon officials won’t discuss details of deliberations on awards.
If approved, Johnson would become the 89th black soldier to receive the Medal of Honor and
just the second for heroism during World War I, according to the Mount Pleasant, South
Carolina-based Congressional Medal of Honor Society.
Johnson, a Virginia-born rail station porter in Albany, enlisted in the 369th Infantry
Regiment, a New York National Guard unit based in Manhattan and known as the Harlem
Hellfighters. With U.S. armed forces segregated at the time, the 369th was assigned to serve
under French command when Johnson’s outfit arrived on the front lines in early 1918. That
May, he and another soldier, Needham Roberts of Trenton, New Jersey, were on nighttime
sentry duty when their position was attacked by a German raiding party of about two dozen.
Both Americans were wounded, but despite his many injuries, the 5-foot-4 Johnson used his
knife and rifle to kill or wound several combatants who were trying to drag Roberts away.
Johnson’s actions caused the other Germans to retreat.
Johnson was awarded the French Croix de Guerre, one of France’s highest honors, but his
heroism was all but ignored by high-ranking U.S. military officials of the Jim Crow era,
despite the many accounts of his actions published in newspapers back home in Albany, as
well as in Chicago and New York City. Former President Theodore Roosevelt, in a book he

wrote about World War I, listed Johnson among the bravest Americans to serve in the
conflict.
“Everybody knew who Henry Johnson was,” said Jack McEneny, a retired state lawmaker
and Albany historian who has been advocating Johnson’s case for 40 years. “He was a major
source of pride and a realization for the black community and the white community of the
value of African-Americans to the loyalty of this country.”
Read more: The Marietta Daily Journal - Medal of Honor quest for N Y WWI hero marches
on
http://mdjonline.com/view/full_story/25502739/article-Medal-of-Honor-quest-for-N-Y-WWI-hero-marches-on?instance=lead_story_left_column

Williamsburg armory not for sale: state
NY Daily News: July 28, 2014

THE Cuomo administration has scrapped plans to sell the late-19th-century National Guard
armory in Williamsburg, the News has learned.
The state's push to bid out the 165,000-square-foot brick fortress, announced last April, has
been rendered moot due to an increased use of the space for movie shoots and large
community events, officials said.
"At this time, the state continues to own it and make it available for community and other
uses," said Empire State Development spokesman Jason Conwall.
The armory has been largely used as a film studio over the past two years. “Noah,” starring
Russell Crowe, and “Spiderman 2” were both filmed inside the vast Marcy Ave. complex.
The state pulled in $667,609 since March 2012 from renting the space out, according to
records obtained by the Daily News.
“The Marcy Armory has continued to stimulate economic activity and generate revenue for
the state, while also serving a beneficial role to the community by making space available for
a variety of rental uses,” Conwall said.
But the change in plans was a source of chagrin for the area’s fast-growing Satmar Hasidic
sect, which desperately wants to convert the massive 3.2-acre site into a school and
community center.
The religious group has been struggling to find space for about 30,000 children packed into
neighborhood private schools.

There are also practically no spots in the area that can house large scale community
gatherings, said Hasidic community activist Isaac Abraham.
“The demand is great because the community is growing,” Abraham said. “If it could be
rented out on a long-term lease for an education program, it would definitely serve a better
purpose.”
Others think the historic building would best serve the community as an affordable housing
complex or a retail store.
“There's a dire need for housing and a need for small businesses,” said Assemblyman Joe
Lentol (D-Greenpoint).
The United Talmudical Academy, which uses the armory for its annual dinner fundraiser, also
wanted to buy the space outright.
The state hasn't decided on a long-term plan since the armory closed in 2011, when the
federal government consolidated many of its old bases.
Finding the right buyer won't be easy if the property is bid out. The Satmar sect is split in two,
and both sides were expected to bid on the property.
“It's a very challenging decision,” said former Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz.
“There are many competing uses.”
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/brooklyn/williamsburg-armory-sale-state-article1.1880577

Golden Eagles to honor the military
Post Star: July 28, 2014

GLENS FALLS -- Military Appreciation Night will be held at East Field on Monday night
when the Glens Falls Golden Eagles host the Utica Brewers in a 5 p.m. doubleheader.
The event will be sponsored by the Capital District of New York chapter of the Association of
the United States Army. All current and former members of the armed forces and their
families can attend the games free of charge. A valid military or veterans ID is required.
New York Army National Guard soldier Jeffrey Dorvee will throw out the first pitch.
http://poststar.com/sports/local-sports-news/article_39479c34-1612-11e4-bfb5001a4bcf887a.html

Compassion and courage are his legacy
Buffalo News: July 27, 2014

There’s a framed letter in the Manzella home that’s not the kind of keepsake they normally
would display.
Their Chautauqua County farmhouse, sunny and tidy, is filled with personal mementos –
photographs of their three sons, a flag that was flown in Afghanistan, a white calla lily in a
square glass vase from when their son, Darren, was married last summer, seven weeks before
he died.
But the letter, neatly matted under glass, is from the White House. It was Darren’s husband,
Javier, who suggested that the Manzellas get it framed.
After everything – Darren’s military discharge for failing to keep mum about his sexual
orientation, the testimony he gave to Congress – the letter is a testament to just how wide an
impact he left.
“Our nation,” the president wrote, “is forever grateful for Darren’s service.”
To the world, Darren Manzella was the combat medic from the Town of Portland whose work
to repeal “don’t ask, don’t tell” began with a 2007 appearance on “60 Minutes” in which he
helped reveal that the military was selectively enforcing the outdated policy. He had told his
superiors he was gay yet still continued to serve.
To his parents, he was the boy who would horse around with his two brothers on their rolling
Chautauqua County vineyard when they were supposed to be working on the grapes. He was
the kindergartner who hesitated to get on the bus his first day but then never looked back after
his dad scooped him up and placed him on the first step. He was the middle son who kept
them roaring at the dinner table with his wit, who could persuade his cousin to eat green
construction paper and who wasn’t afraid to join either the high school cheerleading team or
the Army.
Yet, there was another side to Darren, who at 36 was struck and killed last summer as he
pushed his disabled car to the side of the highway.
To veterans suffering silently on the other end of the phone, Darren was a lifeline, a fellow
veteran who could listen to their troubles and offer an empathetic ear as a counselor at a
veterans crisis call center.
After his death, Darren’s parents, Mike and Nancy, heard from people across the country who
said they were helped by his work on “don’t ask, don’t tell” and on the crisis line.

Those who knew Darren believe that his efforts to change the world had just begun. Saturday,
they will pick up where he left off, raising money to help Chautauqua County veterans in
crisis during the inaugural Darren Manzella-Lapeira Memorial Run. Registration for the race
will start at 8 a.m. at J.W. Dill Post 434, American Legion, in Brocton.
The honors haven’t stopped either. Brocton Central School will induct him into its Hall of
Fame this fall.
“We’re very proud of what he did in his life,” Nancy Manzella said. “But I think we’re mostly
proud of the person he was.”
There was a time when the country’s military turned its back on Darren. He did not turn his
back on military service. After the flawed “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy was repealed, he
joined the New York Army National Guard and served as a staff sergeant.
“His legacy,” the letter from the president reads, “will live on in the hearts and minds he
helped to open and the countless lives he touched.”
There’s a lesson in Darren’s life for all of us. Compassion and courage can sometimes be the
most difficult path. But they also leave the greatest legacy.
http://www.buffalonews.com/columns/denise-jewell-gee/compassion-and-courage-are-hislegacy-20140727

Duty Calls: High spot in family of soldiers
Times Union: July 27, 2014

Army National Guard Pfc. Michael Valenza of Queensbury could soon outrank almost
everyone in his family of soldiers.
Valenza, a 2014 graduate from Saratoga Central Catholic High School, reported for training
on July 1 at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point for training to become an officer.
But his mother, Capt. Julie Valenza, a member of the Army National Guard's Medical
Command, will outrank him even after he is commissioned a second lieutenant upon
graduation from West Point in 2018.
His father is Army National Guard Staff Sgt. William Valenza, a member of the 106th
Regional Training Institute, Camp Smith, Peekskill. As a civilian, his father is the Glens Falls
Police chief.

His sister, Camille, recently enlisted in the Army National Guard, as well.
Michael enlisted in the Army National Guard at age 17 and completed basic training in
August 2013.
He entered West Point though a program that sets aside 85 slots in each class for Army
Reserve or Army National Guard soldiers who meet the academy's demanding standards, said
Maj. Michael Bedryk, the Army National Guard liaison at West Point.
National Guard soldiers who enter West Point through this program must pass the academy's
physical fitness test, have good grades and SAT and ACT scores and be nominated by their
service, Bedryk said. That means they have to be good soldiers with demonstrated leadership
potential, he added.
Michael, a member of National Honor Society, earned high school varsity letters in soccer,
baseball, track and football. He recently earned his Eagle Scout award.
The cadet has also interned in the offices of U.S. Reps. Chris Gibson and Bill Owens.
He also was offered a Reserve Officers' Training Corps scholarship at Siena College,
Loudonville, but he opted to earn his Army commission through West Point.
He is one of 25 Army National Guard soldiers who are entering West Point with the Class of
2018.
New Army aviator gets wings
Army Reserve Warrant Officer Benjamin M. Ciraulo, of Troy, has finished in the top of his
class as he earned his wings upon graduation from helicopter flight school at the Army
Aviation Center, Fort Rucker, Ala.
Ciraulo received an award for being a Distinguished Honor Graduate.
The 2006 LaSalle Institute graduate has been assigned to fly Black Hawk helicopters with the
8th Battalion, 229th Aviation Regiment (Flying Tigers) at Fort Knox, Ky.
The warrant officer, son of Sam and Loretta Ciraulo of Troy, graduated from Canisius
College on a Reserve Officers' Training Corps scholarship in 2010.
He earned an Air Assault Badge.
Guard promotes soldiers
Joseph Alund of Latham was promoted to major while serving with 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade.

Amy Bonanno of Clifton Park advanced to major while on duty with Operations Company,
42nd Infantry Division.
Adam Dingmon of Porter Corners advanced to sergeant major while assigned to Recruiting
and Retention Battalion.
Mark Colloton, of Schenectady, was promoted to captain while serving with 427th Brigade
Support Battalion.
Carl Chapman of Nassau and Tracey Miller of Latham were promoted to master sergeant
while serving with Joint Force.
Other soldiers promoted include:
Sergeant first class: Nicholas Deso, Altamont, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry; Stephanie
Fiebke, Castleton, 3rd Battalion, 142nd Aviation; Jessica Girard, Clifton Park, Recruiting and
Retention; Richard Gorman, Greenfield Center, Recruiting and Retention; and Douglas
Kirsch, Castleton, Recruiting and Retention.
Also, Stephen Kurtelawicz, Schenectady, Intelligence and Sustainment Company, 42nd
Infantry Division; Jason Lansley, Glenville, Operations Company, 42nd Infantry Division;
Bruce Maikels, Niskayuna, 2nd Civil Support Team (Weapons of Mass Destruction); Michael
Mitchell, Stillwater, Medical Command; Jennifer Raubscott, Castleton, Intelligence and
Sustainment Company, 42nd Infantry Division; and Edward Rose, East Durham, 3rd
Battalion, 142nd Aviation.
Staff sergeant: Patricia Austin, Albany, Joint Force Headquarters; Damian Felton, Clifton
Park, Joint Force Headquarters; Thomas Garbarini, Ancramdale, Intelligence and Sustainment
Company, 42nd Infantry Division; Matthew Livingston, South Glens Falls, Joint Force
Headquarters; and Bradley Provost, Queensbury, Joint Force Headquarters.
Also, Stephanie Schneider, Signal Company, 42nd Infantry Division; Brian Tangorre,
Glenmont, 206th Military Police Company; James Valk, Schenectady, 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade; and Herbert Vazquez, Malta, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry.
Service members job fair
A job fair will he held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 7 for active duty service members,
Reservists, National Guard members and veterans as well as their spouses at the Melvin
Roads American Legion Post, 200 Columbia Turnpike, East Greenbush. The job fair will be
held by the Stratton Veteran Affairs Medical Center in partnership with the Legion post.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-High-spot-in-family-of-soldiers5650471.php

Satmar Williamsburg Armory Bidding Gets Cut Off
Jewish Voice: July 30, 2014

Ablow has been dealt to New York’s Satmar Hasidic community, when Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s administration put an end to the bidding process on then late-19th-century National
Guard armory in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. The Satmar Hasidic Community hoped to purchase
the massive 165,000-square-foot property and turn it into a space for the community, such as
a school, retail space or housing complex.
The New York Daily News reported that New York State has seen an increase in filming
activity at the National Guard outpost, since last April’s announcement that it would solicit a
request for proposals. The state earned $667,609 since March 2012 in fees for hosting
community events and filming movies such as “Noah” and “The Amazing Spider-Man 2".
Empire State Development spokesperson Jason Conwall told the Daily News, “The Marcy
Armory has continued to stimulate economic activity and generate revenue for the state, while
also serving a beneficial role to the community by making space available for a variety of
rental uses.”
The Hasidics had planned to utilize the space to better accommodate the more than 30,000
children in the community who are currently enrolled in private schools in the area. The
state’s decision has put a road block in the way of these aspirations for the neighborhood.
http://jewishvoiceny.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8103:satmarwilliamsburg-armory-bidding-gets-cut-off&catid=112:new-york&Itemid=295

New York Air Guardsman pushed down bar stairs dies
Associated Press: July 31, 2014

An Air National Guard member has died more than two months after authorities say he was
pushed down a flight of stairs at a bar.
The Buffalo News reported on William Sager's death Thursday. He'd been hospitalized in a
coma with severe brain trauma since the May 11 incident at Molly's Pub in Buffalo.
The bar manager, Jeffrey Basil, is currently charged with attempted murder, assault and
tampering with evidence. The charges could be upgraded in light of Sager's death. Basil has
pleaded not guilty.
Sager was a 28-year-old former crew chief with the Air National Guard and was engaged to
be married. He spent three months in Afghanistan with the 107th Airlift Wing out of Niagara
Falls.

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/new-york-air-guardsman-pushed-down-bar-stairs-dies
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/new-york-air-guardsman-pushed-down-bar-stairs-dies

National Guardsman, victim of Molly?s Pub incident, dies
Buffalo News: July 31, 2014

William C. Sager Jr., the Air National Guardsman critically injured in an attack at Molly’s
Pub on May 11, died Thursday afternoon.
Sager, who was 28 and had remained in Erie County Medical Center after suffering a
devastating brain injury, died at around 4 p.m., his father said.
A statement issued late Thursday on behalf of the William Sager Sr. family said, “It is with
extremely heavy hearts that they announce that Bill passed away earlier today.”
Police Commissioner Daniel Derenda and Erie County District Attorney Frank A. Sedita III
also told The Buffalo News that Sager had died.
Jeffrey J. Basil, the bar manager, has been accused of pushing Sager down stairs at the Main
Street bar. <http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/police-courts/feds-police-probe-severebeating-of-man-in-main-street-bar-20140515> He has been charged with attempted murder
and first-degree assault, and at his last court appearance, a prosecutor said the case could
become more serious.
Sedita said that once his office gets the official death certificate, the case will be presented to
a new grand jury for possible further charges against Basil.
“This case is a minute away from becoming a murder case,” Assistant District Attorney
Christopher J. Belling said at Basil’s arraignment July 25 on charges of second-degree
attempted murder, first-degree assault and tampering with evidence.
The prosecutor told State Supreme Court Justice Penny M. Wolfgang that if Sager died, Basil
could face a life prison sentence.
There had been an outpouring of community sentiment for Sager when it was learned that he
had been attacked even as two Buffalo police officers, providing off-duty security for Molly’s
Pub, lingered nearby just before 2 a.m. on Mother’s Day.

The officers allegedly pulled the unconscious Sager outside the bar, even though he had
suffered a serious fall, and for a time placed him in handcuffs.
The two officers, Robert E. Eloff and Adam E. O’Shei, remain suspended from the force.
Sager suffered a brain injury in the incident and had been in serious condition in the Trauma
Intensive Care Unit at Erie County Medical Center since May 11.
Basil, 36, of Amherst, who had been out on $35,000 bail on the original first-degree assault
charge, pleaded not guilty to the indictment filed July 25.
That indictment charged him with assault and the two new counts of attempted murder and
tampering.
The judge raised his bail to $75,000, which he is expected to post today.
The State Liquor Authority has charged the bar’s licensee, Norman Habib of Eden, one of the
principals of NHJB Inc., with eight violations of state liquor law and SLA rules, including
five violations involving Basil and the May 11 assault.
It accused Habib of permitting the bar to become disorderly on that date, failing to list Basil
on the license as a person with a financial interest in the bar dating to Jan. 8, and submitting
false statements on the license application on funding for and/or investors in the bar by not
listing Basil.
In raising Basil’s bail, Wolfgang cited the three-count indictment,
<http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/state-supreme-court/grand-jury-charges-barmanager-with-attempted-murder-among-three-felonies-in-mollys-pub-case-20140717>
including the new charges of attempted murder and tampering.
She said the attempted murder charge carries serious consequences if the defendant is
convicted – a prison sentence of up to 25 years.
Belling had asked the judge to set bail at $500,000 in light of the new charges, which allege
that Basil tried to kill Sager when he allegedly pushed him down the stairs.
Prosecutors also noted that, after pushing Sager, Basil went outside the bar and told an offduty Buffalo police officer working security to arrest Sager, saying Sager assaulted him.
Belling also alleged that before Basil was arrested May 17 and charged in the case, he had a
friend posing as a police officer call a witness and ask him what he was going to testify to.
During that same time period, Basil called some Buffalo police officers he knew to find out
what was going to happen next in the case, the prosecutor said.

The prosecutor cited Basil’s criminal record, which includes drug and DWI convictions as
well as a guilty plea to harassing the owner of a restaurant next to a Niagara Falls bar that
Basil was managing in January 2013.
He added that Basil’s Amherst home is for sale and that he owns property in Florida.
Joel Daniels, Basil’s defense attorney, noted that at the May 23 felony hearing in City Court,
O’Shei, who was working off-duty security outside the bar with Eloff, testified that both Basil
and Sager were drunk and that Sager was swaying, stumbling and aggressively pushing his
way through other people.
The defense attorney also cited a report by a Buffalo police captain who said O’Shei told him
that Sager was very intoxicated and starting trouble at the bar; O’Shei has denied making that
statement. The captain also testified that he saw Basil give Sager a two-handed shove down
the stairs without any provocation.
Both O’Shei and Eloff – who refused to answer questions at the felony hearing, citing his
Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination – have been suspended and face a hearing
on departmental charges of acting in a manner unbecoming a police officer.
The Sager family statement said Thursday, “Bill served his nation faithfully just as he was a
faithful and loving son and fiancé.
“There are no words to express the family and (his fiancé Erika Webster’s)
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/state-supreme-court/fiancxe9e-named-legalguardian-of-victim-in-assault-at-mollys-pub-20140521
sadness for this tremendous loss, nor are there enough words to express their gratitude to so
many for prayers and words of comfort over these difficult weeks.
“At this time Erika and Bill’s family respectfully ask for privacy as they prepare Bill for his
final journey where they know he will be given a hero’s welcome.”
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/police-courts/national-guardsman-victim-ofmolly8217s-pub-incident-dies-20140731 <http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/policecourts/national-guardsman-victim-of-molly8217s-pub-incident-dies-2014073

Japanese researchers help bring American fallen WWII soldiers home
WRGB: July 31, 2014

Japanese researchers are spending time combing through archives in the basement of the New
York State Military Museum in a race against the clock.

Representatives from Kuentai-USA say condominiums are set to be built at a location in
Saipan where more than a dozen fallen soldiers are believed to be buried.
The U.S. Army's 27th Infantry, a former New York National Guard unit, landed on Saipan
back in July of 1944. More than 400 men were then killed making it one of the deadliest
attacks in the Pacific during World War II.

"Just think about it; If you find some remains in your backyard, or in your garden at home,
can you just leave it like that and don't do anything?" Kuentai-USA Chairman Usan Kurata
said through his translator Yukari Akatsuka.
Kurata has spent the last nine years searching through archives while his team from KuentaiUSA has been sifting through dirt. Their job is to find the remains of fallen soldiers in the
Pacific and bring them home for a proper burial.
Kurata and other researchers have determined that the remains of 16 soldiers, who are still
considered missing-in-action, are buried on the small section of island where the condos are
set to be built in the fall.
In the past three years at least five sets of remains have been unearthed, four of which have
been positively identified with the help of dog tags and DNA.
But Kurata, who hails from Japan, says speaking with surviving family members, who are
American, is one of the hardest parts.
"At first he was really nervous because family might tell him that, 'You guys, [the] Japanese,
killed our father and our uncles,' and might have that kind of objection from people," Kurata
said through his translator. "So he was really nervous about that in the beginning. But it
wasn't like that at all."
In fact, Kurata says all of the families he has worked with are really happy to get his call.
Now those families, along with more than a dozen others, are waiting for their loved ones to
come back home.
Kuentai-USA works closely with historic preservationists in Saipan when they are on their
digs and these excavations cost a lot of money.
For more information on how to donate to this group and even assist in the search go to
www.kuentai-usa.com

http://www.cbs6albany.com/news/features/top-story/stories/japanese-researchers-help-bringamerican-fallen-wwii-soldiers-home-18184.shtml

http://www.cbs6albany.com/news/features/top-story/stories/japanese-researchers-help-bringamerican-fallen-wwii-soldiers-home-18184.shtml

New York Guard
New York Guard conducts emergency supply distribution training
Mid Hudson News: July 26, 2014

CORTLANDT – Members of the New York Guard, the state’s volunteer defense force,
conducted a supply distribution exercise all week as part of their annual training at Camp
Smith in the Town of Cortlandt.
This year, 75 members of the state’s volunteer, uniformed state defense and emergency
response force, practiced establishing a point of distribution system that could sustain 5,000
people with food, water and other emergency supplies within 12 hours of a natural or other
disaster.
The practice ended with a distribution drill on Friday, according to Master Sgt. John Tidona.
“We literally set up a one-lane one lane in and one lane out, where God forbid after a disaster,
if you and your family were driving through, as you drove through our distribution point, you
would literally be getting supplies, blankets, loaded into your car so you could sustain
yourself and your family,” Tidona said.
The New York Guard provides additional eyes, ears and boots on the ground for the New
York National Guard in the event of an emergency situation.
http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2014/July/26/NYGuard_trail-26Jul14.html

My Bosses want me fired because I believe in ghosts
New York Post: July 28, 2014

Department of Veterans Affairs cop, convinced his former New Jersey workplace is haunted
by evil spirits, says the feds are using his belief in ghosts as an excuse to fire him, The Post
has learned.
The spooky story pits Valdo Vaher, 48, a retired Army sergeant and former lieutenant in the
New York National Guard, against the VA, where he began working in 2006.
Vaher, who lives in Rockland County, defiantly insists otherworldly phenomena are real.

“This seems strange to some people, but for religious Catholics like myself, many feel as I do
about this — that there are spirits in the world and they sometimes show themselves and are
more likely to be doing this in and around hospitals, where people suffer and die,” he told The
Post.
The VA initiated a long and bitter legal battle to permanently exorcise Vaher because, it
charges, he’s basically too crazy to be a cop.
At one point he actually was fired. But in 2013, a judge for the Merit Systems Protection
Board in Washington ordered he be re-hired.
As part of a settlement, he was reassigned from the Manhattan VA Hospital to a facility in
East Orange, NJ.
In February, he was stripped of his gun, placed on modified duty and reassigned to another
New Jersey facility for “making bizarre statements and displaying unusual behaviors,”
according to a letter from VA Deputy Police Chief Bernais McNeil.
Vaher was chided for giving a hair-raising talk to a rookie colleague about how their East
Orange command was haunted by “evil spirits” — comments the agency suggested posed a
safety risk to his co-workers and warranted his dismissal.
“You should stay away from certain areas here because there are evil spirits. I will give you
some holy salts to ward off these evil spirits,” Vaher is quoted as having told the rookie.
Vaher is also alleged to have said, “Watch out for certain trees because they have faces and I
just have a bad vibe with them” and “People around this area are animals.”
Vaher, who holds dual US-Estonian citizenship and who served in that country’s military,
was an MP at West Point for nearly a decade and worked as a civilian observer in Kosovo for
the State Department in 1998, a position that required him to brief the White House on a daily
basis.
Vaher’s lawyer, Alan Wolin, accused the VA of “using psychology as a weapon, just like in
the old Soviet Union” and insists the agency doesn’t stand a ghost of a chance of winning its
case against him.
“They’ve been targeting him since Day One,” he said. “The bottom line is that they tried and
failed to fire him twice before and we’re extremely confident we’ll win again.”
The VA formally notified Vaher this month of its latest plan to cast him out.
But Vaher still won’t back away from his claims that the VA’s East Orange site is haunted by
ghostly apparitions.

“There are many people who work there who would tell you privately that there are spirits in
that place and lots of them,” he said.
“There’s a lot of paranormal activity there. The police know it. The janitors know it. And the
nursing people know it. They all know it — especially the people who work the night shift,”
he said.
A VA spokesman declined to comment.
http://nypost.com/2014/07/28/cop-claims-feds-are-targeting-him-because-he-believes-inghosts/

New York Guard participates in distribution exercise
Bio Prep Watch: July 29, 2014

The New York Guard, the state’s volunteer defense force, conducted a distribution exercise
on Friday as part of its week-long annual training period.
The exercise, which included 75 members of the Guard at the Camp Smith Training Site at
the Cortlandt Manor, established a point of distribution that could have theoretically sustained
5,000 people with food, water and other emergency supplies, according to a New York State
Division of Military and Naval Affairs press release.
The event involved simulated supplies, trucks, forklifts and the establishment of two drive-up
and one walk-up supply lane.
The New York Guard and the New York National Guard conducted similar operations in the
wake of Superstorm Sandy in 2012. New York Guard members worked in operational
headquarters, moved relief supplies and assisted in communications. They also instructed
National Guard soldiers on proper use of chain saws and performed other support duties,
including vehicle maintenance.
Members of the New York Guard are not in a federal military reserve force and do not
normally carry weapons. There are currently 600 Guard members.
http://bioprepwatch.com/people/first-responders/training-news/new-york-guard-participatesin-distribution-exercise/338758/

