106th Rescue Wing
106th Rescue Wing Base Honor Guard sets high standards for performance
DVIDS: October 21, 2014

The Base Honor Guard of the New York Air National Guard's 106th Rescue Wing performed
619 military funerals in 2013; more than any other Air National Guard Base Honor Guard.
The high-performing Honor Guard is also the eighth busiest in the Air Force overall.
With 619 funerals conducted in the 2013-14 fiscal year, the 106th Rescue Wing’s Base Honor
Guard is the busiest Honor Guard Team in the Air National Guard.
The team is also the eighth busiest Honor Guard in the total Air Force and the only Base
Honor Guard recognized by the Air Combat Command Inspector General for their dedication
to duty, training plan, and administrative procedures.
The five-member team is on-call 365 days a year ensuring that Air Force veterans get the
military honors Congress says they are entitled to during a funeral, said Chief Master
Sergeant Dustin Lance, 106th Force Force Support Squadron Superintendent.
Three team members have received the Air Force Achievement Medal for outstanding
achievement or meritorious service rendered specifically on behalf of the Air Force.
On a recent Monday, for example, the honor guard conducted six funerals, Lance said.
By law anybody who served in the United States military is entitled to funeral honors,
specified as the playing of Taps and the presentation of an American flag to the veteran’s
family by a minimum of two service members.
The honor guard funeral detail members perform Military Funeral Honors for Air Force
active duty, retired personnel and veterans.
Detail assignments for the 106th Honor Guard come from Joint Base McGuire-DixLakehurst Air Force Honor Guard. That honor guard’s area of responsibility covers five
states: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Massachusetts.
Being able to call on an Air National Guard honor guard helps get the mission done, said
Master Sgt. Roman Kernitski, the assistant noncommissioned officer in charge of the Honor
Guard at the joint base.
“Our area of responsibility is 68,000 square miles. The 106th helps us manage the area and
helps us allocate resources throughout,” Kernitski said. “They always answer our call and are
eager to assist.”

“They’ve helped us tremendously with the amount of details we can do,” said Tech. Sgt
Nicholas Bryon, the noncommissioned officer in charge of the honor guard a Joint Base
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.
“We’ve increased their manning from two slots to five slots in the last three years,” he added.
“The funerals we’ve been able to do on Long Island have increased, but our own manning
here is the same. We used to have to drive to Long Island all the time, but the 106th has made
our jobs easier.”
Staff Sgt Gregory Funaro, noncommissioned officer in charge of the 106th honor guard said
he is happy about how many details his team can provide.
“We’re not straining ourselves and it shows the program is growing a lot from where it used
to be,” he said, referring to the increase in slots. The 106th honor guard has paid final tribute
at funeral ceremonies for Tuskegee Airmen, the first African-American aviators of the United
States armed forces.
The detail also took part in ceremonies for William Lynch, an Air Force Veteran and New
York and national political leader whose funeral was attended by New York power elite, civil
rights activist Reverend Al Sharpton, and ex-President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton.
As members of the Base Honor Guard, Airmen are expected to uphold the standards of all in
the Air Force and must epitomize perfection in dress and appearance, customs and courtesies
and drill and ceremonies, Funaro said.
To ensure members are physically and mentally prepared to flawlessly execute the mission,
Lance said he requires members to exercise a minimum of one hour each day.
Ceremonial guardsmen are required to be of good reputation, having integrity, ethical conduct
and exhibiting standards which merit respect, according to the United States Air Force Base
Honor Guard website. But members admit maintaining military bearing can be a challenge.
“What I tell them when they join the team is you never know what is going to affect you or
what is going to touch you,” Lance said. “It may be that someone in your family is sick and
the person that has died reminds you of them. It may be that the person who died is your age,
or there is something in their life you can identify with. Regardless, you always have to keep
your military bearing. It can be the hardest job in the military,” he explained.
The 106th Honor Guard members said they are honored to have the privilege and
responsibility of rendering military funeral honors at interments, and showing the nation’s
deep gratitude to those who, in times of war and peace, have faithfully defended our country.
Despite the grief family and friends endure at the loss of a loved one, a show of gratitude is
often returned to honor guard members, detail members said.

“Many times when I’m presenting the flag, they thank us for our service,” said Senior Airman
Larissa Morales.
"They show their love toward the military…and affection to us sometimes. There have been
times when they hold our hand when we’re presenting the flag. You can sense just from the
hand gesture they really appreciate it,” she said
Funerals typically bring together families and friends to honor and say goodbye to the
deceased. Occasionally the BHG performs at funerals with no attendees, and such funerals
stand out most to Senior Airman Michael Dancona.
“The funerals that don’t have anybody are probably the most rewarding ones for me,”
Dancona said. “I don’t know what the situations are for some of them, but we are there and
it’s proof the military doesn’t forget about them. That makes me feel good.”
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/145673/106th-rescue-wing-base-honor-guardsets-high-standards-performance#ixzz3Gry0LQHe

107th Airlift Wing
Judge to review police records on Molly’s Pub incident
Buffalo News: October 20, 2014

A judge today signed a subpoena for Buffalo Police Department records on an investigation
by its Internal Affairs Unit into the conduct of two officers who were off duty and working
security at Molly’s Pub the night the bar manager allegedly pushed a patron down the stairs,
causing a devastating brain injury and leading to his death more than two months later.
State Supreme Court Justice Penny M. Wolfgang said she will review the records in chambers
and determine if any of them can be turned over to Joel Daniels, attorney for bar manager
Jeffrey Basil.
Daniels said the records might assist in his client’s defense, noting that they may contain
information affecting the credibility of the two officers, who have been suspended pending
the outcome of the internal affairs investigation.
One of the officers, Adam E. O’Shei, testified at a City Court preliminary hearing May 23
that he saw Basil give the victim a two-handed shove down the stairs without provocation. He
also said both men were drunk.

Daniels cited a report by a Buffalo police captain who said O’Shei had told him that Sager
was very intoxicated and starting trouble at the bar. O’Shei has denied making that statement.
Daniels said that while O’Shei testified with immunity at the City Court hearing, the other
officer, Robert E. Eloff, declined to answer questions, citing his Fifth Amendment right
against self-incrimination.
The defense attorney also noted that after the victim went down the stairs, O’Shei reportedly
was seen with Basil and Eloff in the bar’s basement office where the bar surveillance
equipment was kept.
Assistant District Attorney Christopher J. Belling opposed Daniels’ request that the judge sign
the subpoena and review the records of the Internal Affairs Unit’s investigation. He called the
defense move a fishing expedition.
Basil, 36, of Amherst, is charged with second-degree murder and first-degree manslaughter
for allegedly launching William Sager Jr. down the stairs early that morning in the University
Heights bar.
Sager, 28, a New York Air National Guard crew chief who was engaged to be married this
year, had been in a coma in the trauma intensive care unit at Erie County Medical Center
since suffering the brain injury. He died July 31.
Basil also is charged with tampering with evidence for allegedly removing a bar surveillance
video after the incident and disposing of it in a trash bin behind Molly’s so that it could not be
used as evidence against him. The video was reportedly recovered.
Basil, who is being held without bail, attended today’s court hearing on pretrial motions.
Daniels also asked the judge to dismiss the intentional murder charge, telling her that both his
client and the victim were drunk and that the victim had been involved in some sort of
altercation with someone that night.
Belling said the grand jury minutes and evidence support the intentional murder charge.
The judge also held a hearing on how police conducted a photo array that led a man who
police said witnessed the alleged attack to select Basil as the attacker from photos of six men.
Detective James Lema said it took the witness 15 seconds to pick Basil’s photo from the
array.
Basil faces trial Jan. 5.
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/state-supreme-court/judge-to-review-police-recordson-mollys-pub-incident-20141020

109th Airlift Wing
For its 27th season, New York's 109th Air Wing flies to Antarctica
National Guard: October 17, 2014

The first LC-130 Hercules aircraft took off for Antarctica today, marking the 27th season the
109th Airlift Wing has supported the National Science Foundation with Operation Deep
Freeze.
This season is expected to be the biggest yet, with more than 350 missions planned and nearly
3,000 hours expected to be flown. Crews plan to deliver 5.4 million pounds of fuel and cargo
and nearly 4,500 passengers. About 120 Airmen will be deployed to the ice at any one time,
and a total of eight LC-130s will be deployed throughout the season which will run through
about March.
The unique capabilities of the ski-equipped LC-130 aircraft make it the only one of its kind in
the U.S. military, able to land on snow and ice. The primary mission of the 109th AW is to
provide airlift within Antarctica, flying to various remote locations from McMurdo Station.
“We transport scientists, support personnel, fuel, supplies, medical supplies - basically
anything we can fit on the back of the plane,” said Maj. Steve Cousineau, 139th Airlift
Squadron navigator who left with the first plane today.
Along with their primary mission of transporting people and supplies, crews will also be
flying IcePod missions this year.
“IcePod focuses on the development of an integrated ice imaging system that can measure in
detail both the ice surface and the ice bed, helping in the understanding of why ice sheets are
changing at such a rapid rate,” said Lt. Col. Blair Herdrick, chief of Antarctic Operations at
the 109th. “The system will be enclosed in a Common Science Support Pod (CSSP) mounted
on the rear troop door of the LC-130. This will be the first operational use of the CSSP.”
Two aircraft will also be outfitted with an Airborne Data Collection System (ADCS) for
testing.
“The integrated Iridium-based communication and position reporting system will improve inflight communications for mission reporting, weather updates and air traffic control
instructions. It will also dramatically improve search and rescue response,” Herdrick said.
Planning is a huge role everyone plays. Lt. Col. Martha Wadsworth, 139th Airlift Squadron
commander, said the squadron is ready to start their annual mission.

“We need to make sure we have the right manpower and equipment to survive in the austere
environment,” she said. “Also the training to use that equipment properly, and the expertise to
fly the airplane safely.”
The biggest challenge for not only the Airmen, but also the aircraft in Antarctica, has always
been the weather.
“The planes have to get acclimated to the (environment),” said Lt. Col. Chris Sander, aircraft
commander. “But we’re constantly watching the weather.”
While weather is a constant challenge, the other is Airmen leaving their families behind.
“Being away from the family is always tough - that never gets easy,” Cousineau said. “But
once we’re there, we’re a big family.
“I’ve been going twice a year for 20 years,” he said. “It’s like being part of a team. We
practice all year to do this. It’s a good job, and it’s rewarding. We’re making a contribution to
science.”
The 109th AW has been supporting the NSF’s South Pole research since 1988. Since 1999,
the unit has been the sole provider of this type of airlift to the NSF and U.S. Antarctic
research efforts.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/11515/for-its-27thseason-new-yorks-109th-air-wing-flies-to-antarctica.aspx

109th Airlift Wing departs Glenville for Antarctica
WNYT: October 17, 2014

Members of the 109th Airlift Wing based in Glenville are on their way to the bottom of the
world.
The Air National Guard flies and maintains LC130s equipped with skis, as well as other
landing gear.
They are flying eight of the aircraft while supporting National Science Foundation scientists
in remote locations.
“It's an amazing place. The continent is so overwhelmingly beautiful and visual. It's also very
unforgiving. The challenges are to safely fly the mission. The weather always in question and

changing very short term. So doing our mission safely and supporting the science that we
have been asked to support,” said Martha Wadsworth, a 139th Airlift Squadron Commander.
The latest mission will involve more than 120 Air Guard members.
It is expected to last into March.
http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S3593493.shtml?cat=1011

Operation Deep Freeze Takes Off in Scotia
Time Warner: October 17, 2014

Ski-equipped LC130's allows a U.S. Air Force base able to participate in Operation Deep
Freeze.
"The first thing is getting the airplane down there," said LT. Colonel Craft Commander Chris
Sander.
On Friday, the first crew prepared to take off to Antarctica.
"It's like being part of a team, and it's game time. We practice all year long to do this," said
Steve Cousineau, a navigator.
It's the 27th season crews from the 109th Airlift Wing in Scotia will be participating. The
mission is to provide airlift support to the research efforts of the National Science Foundation.
"The people we take down do the science. It's everything from astronomy, to climate change,"
said Martha Wadsworth, the squad commander
"We'll be delivering a lot of cargo and people mostly from the coast into the interior and
several places where they are running science missions," said Sander
The LC130 aircrafts make the crews the only ones qualified for the job. Equipped with skis,
the planes are able to land anywhere, in case of emergency.
"We do have a certain amount of air fields that we are allowed to land at, but we do have a
certain amount of procedures in place that if we do have to land in a remote area, we could
with the skis," said Cousineau.
"The challenges are to safely fly the mission with the weather always in question," said
Wadsworth.

With a good forecast, and more than 300 scheduled missions, the sky's the limit.
"Beginning of the season is always fresh and new so want to start season off on right foot,"
said Sander.
http://albany.twcnews.com/content/news/capital_region/777910/operation-deep-freeze-takesoff-in-scotia/

Citizens Preparedness
National Guard to offer disaster training
The Daily Star: October 22, 2014

The National Guard will be at the State University College at Oneonta on Thursday to present
a Citizen Preparedness Corps Training, according to a recent release.
Citizen Preparedness Corps Trainings are aimed at helping people prepare for weather-related
challenges, respond safely and recover as quickly as possible after a storm, flood or other
disaster occurs, according to the release.
The free training is open to the public and will take place at 6 p.m. in the Hunt Union
Ballroom on campus, the release said. Sessions usually last about two hours.
Weather-related disasters are “a fact of life,” the release said. In New York, extreme cold and
excessive snowfall can create dangerous conditions and high winds can cause damage that
knocks out electricity. Several area communities have been hard hit in past years by flooding
caused by hurricanes and heavy rain.
All participants in Thursday's training will receive free New York State Disaster Preparedness
Kits – one per family – to take home. These kits include several key items that would come in
handy in an emergency, including drinking water, flashlights, first aid supplies and food bars,
the release said.
http://www.thedailystar.com/news/local_news/article_a1eb4c66-6fde-56c8-9acaac8ff29f26db.htm

Soldiers to Teach Course in Disaster Survival in Dansville

Genesee Sun: October 24, 2014

The New York National Guard will be holding a session of Governor Andrew Cuomo’s
Citizen Preparedness Training Program at North Dansville Town Hall at 5:30 p.m. Thursday
evening.
New York National Guard trainers, will team up with state and local emergency management
officials to teach the course, an informative slideshow and seminar designed to prepare
citizens to handle emergency, survival, and disaster scenarios.
“A couple of our soldiers will basically teach a course in how to prepare for disaster
scenarios, how to handle them once they come along, and how to recover afterwards,” said
Master Sergeant Ray Drumsta of the New York National Guard. “The program is designed to
turn everyday people into first responders for their family, friends, and neighbors.”
The course has been taught extensively in New York State as part of Governor Cuomo’s
Citizen Preparedness Program.
Master Sergeant Drumsta added that the National Guard soldiers will teach basic survival
precautions, like where and how to store food and water, where and how to keep batteries and
flashlights, and how to turn off the water and gas to your house in the event of an emergency.
http://www.geneseesun.com/2014/10/24/soldiers-give-crash-course-disaster-survivaldansville/

New York Army National Guard
Military news
Star Gazette: October 23, 2014

The following members of the New York Army National Guard were recently promoted in
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership: Geraid Conklin of
Towanda to private; Christopher Hand of Addison to specialist; Dailey Hatch of Elmira to
private; Joshua Jerzak of Elmira to specialist; Julia Key of Berkshire to specialist; Joseph
Liotino of Elmira to sergeant; Drew Lord of Wayland to private first class; Brandon
McGregor of Hornell to sergeant; Coy Miner of Prattsburgh to specialist; and Jacob Mitchell
of Wellsburg to private first class.
Send college news, military news and news about local class reunions to
sgnews@gannett.com.

http://www.stargazette.com/story/news/local/2014/10/23/twin-tiers-people-news/17795783/

Islamic State's rapid rise rankles many area veterans
Times Union: October 18, 2014

A tear trickled down the cheek of Albany attorney Lee Kindlon as he paused to consider the
lives of Iraqis who, nine years ago, came to call him the Judge of Fallujah.
Kindlon landed in the city — "a hornet's nest" — in September 2005, less than a year after
U.S. forces, in some of the Iraq war's bloodiest fighting, pounded it with artillery and
launched infantry assaults that involved vicious house-to-house combat in an effort to root out
insurgents. The fighting destroyed parts of Fallujah and sparked resentment and resistance
among some of its more than 300,000 residents.
As a Marine Corps battalion judge advocate, Kindlon, of Delmar, gave legal advice to
commanders, assessed battle damage and approved payments to Iraqi war victims. Now a 38year-old attorney, Kindlon recently choked up in his law office in downtown Albany while
wondering if an Iraqi girl he met in Fallujah was living under the control of the Islamic State,
a group of extremists that have conquered large areas of Syria and Iraq, including Fallujah.
"There were people we helped," Kindlon said. "That's the part that always scrambles my
eggs."
The rapid rise of the Islamic State, also called ISIS, and the disintegration of Iraq weighs
heavily on many U.S. veterans who fought there just years ago. Many of them have emotional
ties to the country and closely follow reports of Iraqi soldiers abandoning their posts, and
towns and cities falling to ISIS. In interviews, they said America's withdrawal from Iraq in
2011 created a vacuum of leadership. The vets don't think air power alone can defeat ISIS, a
predominantly Sunni Muslim force that also contains fringe elements from al-Qaeda and
former members of Saddam Hussein's army.
"For me and my friends, we take this stuff personally and watch it closely," said Andrew
Davis of Saratoga Springs, a former Army Ranger who parachuted into Iraq as part of the
U.S. invasion in March 2003. He and other Rangers seized an airfield and moved on to the
city of Haditha, where they battled Iraqi forces for 13 days to gain control of the Haditha
Dam, an important hydroelectric facility. Davis, 33, knew men who died trying to protect the
dam. He thinks about them when he reads or watches the news. Last month, U.S. air strikes
hit ISIS targets around the dam.

Tammy Mandwelle served as secretary to the general staff in Mosul and Tikrit in 2004-2005
and retired as an Army colonel in June. Asked about ISIS's reported occupation of Mosul, she
said, "I guess, to put it mildly, it's disappointing.
Based on what I hear, it sounds like there was a deterioration of what was built up, actually
the entire infrastructure," said Mandwelle, who teaches science at South Glens Falls High
School.
The U.S. pulled out of Iraq at the end of 2011 amid disagreements with Iraqi leaders over
security issues. Mandwelle said leaving Iraq came at the cost of long-range stability in the
area. "I think it was very shortsighted," she said.
Army veteran Pat Abrams of Brunswick knows war gets complicated. He served a combat
tour in Vietnam as a young man. Three decades later, he deployed to Iraq as a platoon leader.
In 2004, he was hit by shrapnel from a rocket-propelled grenade. He nearly died months later
in another attack in which an Iraqi police recruit detonated a bomb at a traffic checkpoint he
was guarding.
"I don't think our leaders did their homework," Abrams, 65, said in an interview. "You just
can't go into these countries, fight and leave."
Abrams received two Purple Hearts, two Bronze Stars and other commendations. He said
Iraqi military forces operate in a difficult environment. "They are going to take the best odds,"
Abrams said. "If things don't look good for them, they are going to run." He pointed to
Germany and South Korea as successful models of post-war reconstruction. He compared
them to earlier U.S. exits in Vietnam and Iraq.
The United States launched its war with Iraq in March 2003 based on the notion that Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein was harboring weapons of mass destruction. Troops were ordered
to remove Hussein from power and help bring democracy. Disaffected Iraqis mounted a
deadly insurgency. Nearly 4,500 Americans were killed and more than 32,000 wounded in the
nearly nine-year conflict.
Davis believes one of the biggest errors of the Iraq War was the American coalition's decision
to dissolve the Iraqi military months after the war started. "You took a bunch of young men,
armed and angry, and made them angrier by taking away a paycheck," he said.
While the U.S. made mistakes in Iraq, the current situation also reflects centuries-old
religious and cultural hatred among Sunnis, Shites and Kurds, said Davis, who also
participated in the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001. "If one takes charge, it causes ire,
problems. A political solution is difficult in that instance." He's not sure the decision to leave
Iraq "was a good endgame, but the American people were ready."
Two months ago, the U.S. and other countries started bombing ISIS targets and arming its
opponents on the ground. Leon Pannetta, a former secretary of defense and director of the
Central Intelligence Agency, recently said Americans may face another 30 years of war

against Islamic extremists. There's widespread support for military action against ISIS among
Capital Region veterans of the Iraq war, but also concerns that an air war isn't enough to
defeat them. As Mandwelle put it, "You can't gain ground if you're not on the ground."
Kindlon transferred to the Marine Corps Reserve after active duty. For him, renewed U.S.
involvement in Iraq stirs other concerns.
"What frustrates me more than anything else is, as a nation right now, we're tired, we're
weary, we're afraid of an unending war," Kindlon said. "We're not willing to have the debate
about whether or not this is the right thing to do. I would like to know that if there's a decision
to send us, the country is united behind the effort and it's not relegated to some back page
discussion by talking heads who see this in the context of an election."
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/It-s-disappointing-to-see-war-gains-undone5832066.php#page-2

Britain Sends Drones To Fly Surveillance Missions Over Syria
International Business Times: October 21, 2014

A U.S. Air Force MQ-9 Reaper unmanned aerial vehicle assigned to the 174th Fighter Wing,
New York Air National Guard, takes off on a training mission at Wheeler-Sack Army
Airfield, Fort Drum, N.Y. in this Feb. 14, 2012 USAF handout photo obtained by Reuters on
Feb. 6, 2013
http://www.ibtimes.com/britain-sends-drones-fly-surveillance-missions-over-syria-1708484

Duty Calls: Queensbury staff sergeant earns German military award
Times Union: October 22, 2014

New York Army National Guard Staff Sgt. Jeffery Dorvee of Queensbury has earned a
German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge following two days of competition at Camp Smith
Training Site, Peekskill.
Dorvee, who placed third in a recent national competition for top Army National Guard
noncommissioned officer, is a full-time Guard soldier assigned to the 1427th Transportation
Company. He can now wear that badge among his other awards and medals on his dress
uniform.

Germany Army Lt. Col. Rolf Metz presented the award to Dorvee and New York Army
National Guard Sgt. Sean Massimo of New Rochelle after they completed a series of rigorous
physical and tactical challenges.
Metz is a German army liaison officer to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point.
"I think it's a genuine morale-building event for soldiers," said Maj. John McBride, an
assistant operations officer for 53rd Troop Command. "You really have to be a well-rounded
soldier to qualify for the German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge."
The badge was established in 1971 and is like the U.S. Army's Expert Infantry Badge, said
Metz. The competition consists of tests every German soldier must pass annually. "The badge
is given out to German soldiers who do well on those standardized tests," Metz added. Even
so, German army units also hold competitions for the badge to build morale and esprit de
corps.
The tests include the German army basic fitness test, a timed 100-meter swim, a 12-kilometer
road march with a 33-pound rucksack, a first aid test and pistol qualification.
Some events are scored, and others are go or no-go.
The test is made up of 11 timed 10-meter sprints, a timed kilometer run and a chin-up test.
"You get in the chin-up position, and remain there as long as possible, with your chin above
the bar," McBride said.
The minimum times for the fitness test vary, based on competitors' age and gender, he added.
Between each sprint of the fitness test, competitors must lay down, clasp their hands behind
their backs and then jump up, Metz said.
Competitors are required to complete the 100-meter swim within four minutes, then remove
their army camouflage uniform blouse and trousers while treading water, McBride said. "The
swim test seems to be the steepest challenge for competitors in the German army," Metz said.
In the pistol qualification, competitors must engage two targets each in the standing, kneeling
and prone positions, must hit at least one target in each position, and score at least four hits.
They have six seconds to engage targets in each position.
Dorvee, a native of Glens Falls, joined the Army in 2003 and served with several active
component and New Army National Guard infantry units.
He served two tours in the Afghanistan war. He earned a Purple Heart, two Army
Commendation Medals, two Army Achievement Medals, an Air Assault Badge and a
Parachutist Badge.

Dorvee was the first-place winner in the New York Army National Guard Best Warrior
competition and also finished first in the Northeastern states regional Army National Guard
Best Warrior contest.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Duty-Calls-Queensbury-staff-sergeant-earns5838369.php

Towanda Soldier Promoted to Rank of Private
Rocket Courier: October 23, 2014

Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the Adjutant General for the State of New York, has
announced the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition
of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership. Geraid Conklin from Towanda,
serving with the 827th Engineer Company, has been promoted to the rank of Private.
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2014-1023/Local_News/Towanda_Soldier_Promoted_to_Rank_of_Private.html

In the Military: Amanda Bixby, Alexander Gilbert promoted
Oneida Daily Dispatch: October 22, 2014

Major General Patrick A. Murphy, The Adjutant General for the State of New York,
announces the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition
of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
Amanda Bixby from Canastota and serving with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team is
promoted to the rank of Private First Class.
Alexander Gilbert from Sherrill and serving with the 206th Military Police Company is
promoted to the rank of Private First Class.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability, and development potential.
These promotions additionally recognize the best qualified Soldiers and attract and retain the
highest caliber Citizen Soldiers for a career in the New York Army National Guard.
http://www.oneidadispatch.com/general-news/20141022/in-the-military-amanda-bixbyalexander-gilbert-promoted

The man atop a burning truck: As Guardsman's rescuers are honored, the
answer to a question
Syracuse: October 23, 2014

For Kevin Harrigan, a long-awaited reunion Saturday also brought an answer to a lingering
question. Less than 11 months ago, he was one of the motorists who stopped along the New
York State Thruway in DeWitt, where a burning pickup was jammed against the Interstate
481 bridge.
Harrigan is a lawyer. He and Sherry Kline, a colleague, ran to help. An unconscious man in
military garb was pinned in the front seat. A half-dozen strangers, brought together on a cold
and muddy December morning, tried desperately to open a jammed door.
Trapped inside was Capt. Tim Neild of the New York Army National Guard. Saturday, at
Hancock Field in Mattydale, he held his 3-year-old daughter Catherine in his lap, then stood
and offered a salute as his rescuers were honored by Neild's 27th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team.
Neild, 34, of Schenectady County, endured burns that cost him parts of three fingers on his
right hand. Both his ankles were broken, and he is slowly regaining his mobility. Rick Neild,
his father, said that within the next few months, his son will need a fifth operation on his right
ankle.
Yet Neild's simple presence explained the joy that filled the room:
Unconscious, with his truck burning around him, he survived.
"I needed to see him like this," said Sherry Kline, one of the rescuers, whose last view of
Neild had been when her little group laid him on the snowy ground, near a Thruway bridge.
Saturday, in Mattydale, she hugged him long and hard.
Before the ceremony, Neild had met only one of the people who actually pulled him from the
wreckage: Sgt. First Class Raymond Presley III, a North Syracuse truck driver in civilian life.
Presley happened upon the crash by sheer coincidence -- then assumed informal command
once he realized the man in the pickup was Presley's captain with the National Guard.
During the ceremony, Col. Joseph Biehler presented Presley with the Soldier's Medal -- the
Army's highest honor for heroism, in a non-combat situation. Kline, Harrigan, Tom Buckel,
state Trooper Joseph Krywalski and Sgt. John Tirinato of the National Guard all received
Conspicuous Service Medals for their roles in saving Neild.

Kevin Shier, now a Union College student, also helped to drag Neild from the wreckage.
Shier, a young hockey player, was traveling to Union for a school visit when he ran to help.
He was unable to be there Saturday -- but he's expected to receive his medal soon.
The other recipient was Dr. Christopher Sewell of Connecticut. He showed up with his
children, received the thanks of just about every member of the Neild clan -- and had a few
minutes, with Harrigan, to clear up one last mystery from that December morning:
Harrigan, recalling the desperate intensity of those few minutes, always wondered about the
identity of a rescuer who climbed atop the burning truck.
He'd suspected it was Sewell -- who confirmed it Saturday.
What Harrigan always remembers is the intensity of the silence once they all had stopped.
Everyone understood what was at stake. They said little, did what they had to do, stepped
back in shock - then parted. The truck was burning, a man was trapped and they were his only
chance.
In that situation, Harrigan said, you have one goal, one desperate hope.
There are no words to add to that.
Each layer of the rescue is built upon extraordinary coincidence -- fate, if you will -- and
Sewell's account only adds to that power. An orthopedic surgeon, his work involves Medicare
wellness insurance examinations. The job often brings him Upstate: On the day of the crash,
he awoke at a hotel just east of Syracuse and prepared to drive to Rome.
Until then, when he came to this region for work, he'd always traveled on two-lane highways
east of Syracuse.
That morning, for the first time, he brought along an E-ZPass for getting through the tolls. He
took the ramp and drove onto the State Thruway.
Where he saw smoke.
"I was coming under the underpass and I saw the truck turned sideways, back end pointing
out, nose pushed into the bridge embankment, and I saw small flames coming out of the
back," Sewell said.
It swept across him:
"Holy God, someone's in there."
And no one was around to help.

Sewell, 55, had been in the middle of a conversation on a hands-free phone. "I've got to go!"
he told the person at the other end. He pulled over, then sprinted across the Thruway to reach
the wreck. One man was already there, tall and solemn, in a long coat.
It was Buckel, a lawyer from Syracuse.
The two men tried to find a way into the truck. The driver's side window was shattered, gone.
Neild, motionless, was trapped inside. Flames were licking at his right arm.
"I'm not going to stand here," Sewell remembers thinking, "to watch this man burn to death."
The door wouldn't open. Harrigan and Kline -- on their way to Albany to handle paperwork
for an adoption -- had arrived by that time, putting four people on the truck's perimeter.
Together, they all grabbed the door, counted "One, two, three!" and pulled. Nothing.
Someone ran up with a fire extinguisher, tried to use it on the fire closing in on Neild.
It was empty. Sewell recalls the sickening realization that nothing they could do would stop
the flames.
"That's when Presley came," Sewell said. The truck driver, as he arrived, had such presence
that several rescuers remembered him as being a foot taller than he stands. He brought a
working extinguisher, reached in to knock back the fire -- and recognized the injured man as
Neild, Presley's captain from the National Guard.
Presley began screaming, "We've got to get him out!" His energy, his focus, served as "total
inspiration to keep us going," Sewell said.
A few rescuers pulled at the door, while Kline tried to pat out the flames on Neild, still held
down by a seat belt. Presley, at the window, shouted that he had a knife in his back pocket.
Sewell grabbed it and cut through Neild's shoulder strap. He stepped back and saw Kline,
frustrated, holding a broken, flimsy piece of metal from the truck.
What they needed was a working pry bar, she said.
Sewell thought about it: Maybe flesh and bone could play that role.
He pulled himself onto the roof of the vehicle. Sewell has asthma, and the smoke made him
gag, but he "perched on the top side of the truck and with my arms hooked through the
window frame (and) I did a dead lift with my legs and thighs to pull out the door."
If the truck had exploded at that instant, Sewell would have been on top.
Instead, as he pulled from above and the others from below, the door finally gave way.

"Suddenly I got this feeling it was starting to bend open," Sewell said. He was choking on
smoke. He had bruises on his arms, char marks on his pants. He jumped to the ground, took a
few draws on an inhaler, watched as the door swing completely free. He saw how Neild
remained pinned down by a seat belt, at his waist.
Sewell still had Presley's knife. He pushed forward and cut the belt. In that instant many
hands dragged Neild from the truck. He was out, but not safe. The little group pulled the
captain 50 feet away.
About 30 seconds later, the truck exploded.
Heat from the blast swept across the rescuers, now joined by Tirinato. They moved Neild
another 200 feet -- a good choice, because a second blast rocked the truck. Sewell did what he
could to stabilize Neild, and he felt a wave of relief when he saw Neild was breathing: No one
could be absolutely sure of his condition when he was still trapped in the truck.
Krywalski, the trooper, said when he arrived, one sleeve of the captain's jacket still held
burning embers, evidence of how close the flames had been.
Anything he did, Krywalski insisted, is part of his job description. "What makes you feel
good," he said, "is how these people did things they didn't have to do."
Another trooper told Sewell he needed to move his car. Sewell did, then hurried back to help
emergency technicians move Neild into an ambulance.
It was over. Sewell estimates about seven minutes passed from the moment he stopped until
the truck was engulfed by fire. The rescuers, spent and filthy, began to separate. Sewell gave
his contact information to the police, and he was again walking toward his car when it
occurred to him that he had Presley's knife.
He turned around and gave it to a trooper, who relayed it to Presley. That knife had been with
Presley when he served in Afghanistan. He would later give it to Neild's wife, Beth, as a
talisman. She'd pass it on to her husband, who remains in treatment at Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center in Washington.
Last week, Neild received permission to leave the hospital for the ceremony. He drove to
Syracuse with his father, and the two men arrived at Hancock Field in time for the
presentation. Neild used a motorized scooter to reach his seat, where he sat with his wife and
held their daughter in his lap, where he pulled himself to his feet to salute those who rescued
him.
Afterward, during a reception, Neild's mother, Wendy, and his 80-year-old grandmother,
Jean, made a point of embracing all those who'd risked their lives. Neild, at the front of the
room, cut a cake. While his daughter enjoyed the view from her dad's shoulders, Neild did his
best to catch the eye of every rescuer.? For months, he's offered public thanks at every chance
he gets, but it was their presence -- more than conversation -- that stays with him.

They chose to stop. He is alive. There are no words to add to that.
http://www.syracuse.com/kirst/index.ssf/2014/10/thruway_rescue_as_guardsmans_rescuers_a
re_honored_the_answer_to_a_question.html

Retired Navy Commander Owen Corpin to receive medals at Veterans Day
ceremony
Oneida Daily Dispatch: October 22, 2014

Retired Navy Commander Owen Corpin will be receiving medals honoring his lengthy
military service at a Veterans Day ceremony at Morrisville State College.
When Corpin applied to replace seven medals lost in the Oneida flooding of 2013, officials
discovered he was missing two New York Conspicuous Service Medals. This medal, given to
the New York State Organized Militia, is the second highest New York State National Guard
military award, after the Medal of Valor. It is awarded to individuals who have distinguished
themselves through exceptionally meritorious service in a capacity of great responsibility.
The ceremony will be held from 1-1:50 p.m. in the STUAC Little Theatre. It will begin with
the singing of the Star Spangled Banner, followed by a welcome and introduction by the
college president, Dr. William Murabito. Audience members who are in the service or who
have served, will also be asked to stand to receive “Acknowledgement of Service” certificates
from Morrisville State College.
http://www.oneidadispatch.com/general-news/20141022/retired-navy-commander-owencorpin-to-receive-medals-at-veterans-day-ceremony

More than 120 western NY Army National Guard soldiers to participate in
reintegration event
The Associated Press: October 24, 2014

More than 120 New York Army National Guard soldiers who returned from deployment to
Kuwait in August are slated for a Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program event.
The National Guard's reintegration program helps combat veterans and their families learn
about benefits they can take advantage of as well as some of the stresses they may experience
following combat deployment.
Soldiers from the 642nd Aviation Support Battalion will attend opening events in the 30-day
Yellow Ribbon program Friday morning at the Riverside Radisson Hotel in Rochester.

The 642nd Aviation Support Battalion provides aviation maintenance and logistical support to
Army helicopter units. It has armories in Dunkirk and Olean in addition to headquarters in
Rochester.
http://www.dailyjournal.net/view/story/4e0352ac75b446c38447ca552eb0e93c/NY--SoldiersReintegration/

7 being honored for fiery Thruway crash rescue
Newsday: October 18, 2014

A New York Army National Guard soldier and six civilians are being honored for rescuing a
National Guard officer from a fiery vehicle crash on the Thruway last year.
Sgt. John Tirinato of Castleton will receive the New York State Conspicuous Service Medal
during a ceremony being held Saturday afternoon at the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
headquarters in Syracuse.
Six civilians -- four from the Syracuse area, one from Connecticut and one from Toronto -will also receive the medal.
They're being recognized for their heroism after Capt. Timothy Neild of Wynantskill crashed
his pickup truck into a Thruway overpass in DeWitt. The seven helped pull the Afghanistan
war veteran from the burning wreck.
An eighth rescuer -- Sgt. 1st Class Ray Presley of the National Guard -- was awarded a medal
last spring.
http://www.newsday.com/news/region-state/7-being-honored-for-fiery-thruway-crash-rescue1.9518723

Connecticut civilian among those cited in fiery Thruway crash rescue
New Haven Register: October 18, 2014

A New York Army National Guard soldier and six civilians are being honored for rescuing a
National Guard officer from a fiery vehicle crash on the Thruway last year.
Sgt. John Tirinato of Castleton will receive the New York State Conspicuous Service Medal
during a ceremony being held Saturday afternoon at the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
headquarters in Syracuse.

Six civilians — four from the Syracuse area, one from Connecticut and one from Toronto —
will also receive the medal.
They’re being recognized for their heroism after Capt. Timothy Neild of Wynantskill crashed
his pickup truck into a Thruway overpass in DeWitt. The seven helped pull the Afghanistan
war veteran from the burning wreck.
An eighth rescuer — Sgt. 1st Class Ray Presley of the National Guard — was awarded a
medal last spring.
http://www.nhregister.com/general-news/20141018/connecticut-civilian-among-those-citedin-fiery-thruway-crash-rescue

7 being honored for fiery Thruway crash rescue
News 10: October 18, 2014

A New York Army National Guard soldier and six civilians are being honored for rescuing a
National Guard officer from a fiery vehicle crash on the Thruway last year.
Sgt. John Tirinato of Castleton will receive the New York State Conspicuous Service Medal
during a ceremony being held Saturday afternoon at the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
headquarters in Syracuse.
Six civilians - four from the Syracuse area, one from Connecticut and one from Toronto - will
also receive the medal.
They're being recognized for their heroism after Capt. Timothy Neild of Wynantskill crashed
his pickup truck into a Thruway overpass in DeWitt. The seven helped pull the Afghanistan
war veteran from the burning wreck.
An eighth rescuer - Sgt. 1st Class Ray Presley of the National Guard - was awarded a medal
last spring.
http://www.news10.com/story/26819528/7-being-honored-for-fiery-thruway-crash-rescue

Nicole Holland and Ryan Lee
New York Times: October 19, 2014

Dr. Nicole Dionne Holland and Dr. Ryan Seungjoo Lee were married Friday in New York.
The Rev. Kirsty E. DePree, a minister of the Reformed Church in America, performed the

ceremony at the Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration in New York, with the Rev. David
H. Kim, a Presbyterian minister, taking part.
The bride and groom each received a dental degree from New York University, where they
met.
The bride, 31, will take her husband’s name. She is the director for health communication,
education and promotion at the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine, in Boston, and is
an assistant professor of public health and community service at the school. In November, she
is to begin seeing patients with facial pain at the outpatient clinic in Danvers, Mass., of
Massachusetts General Hospital, for which she will be a clinical affiliate in the oral and
maxillofacial surgery department. She graduated from Duke and received a master’s degree in
health communication from Tufts.
She is a daughter of Rita C. Holland of Roswell, Ga., and Roger A. Holland of Bedford, Tex.,
and a stepdaughter of Crystal D. Holland.
The groom, 33, is a dental oncologist and a partner in the New York Center for Dental
Oncology. He is also an assistant professor of oral and maxillofacial pathology, radiology and
medicine at the New York University College of Dentistry. He graduated from Northwestern.
He is also a captain in the Army National Guard, serving as a dental officer in the 466th Area
Support Medical Company in Queensbury, N.Y.
He is a son of Kyung-Lae Lee and Kwang-Yong Lee of Harrington Park, N.J.
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/10/19/fashion/weddings/nicole-holland-and-ryanlee.html?_r=0

Connecticut Civilian Honored for Helping Rescue National Guard Officer in
Fiery Crash
NBC Connecticut: October 18, 2014

A New York Army National Guard soldier and six civilians, including one from Connecticut,
are being honored for rescuing a National Guard officer from a fiery vehicle crash on the
Thruway last year.
Sgt. John Tirinato of Castleton will receive the New York State Conspicuous Service Medal
during a ceremony being held Saturday afternoon at the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
headquarters in Syracuse.
Six civilians -- four from the Syracuse area, one from Connecticut and one from Toronto -will also receive the medal.

They're being recognized for their heroism after Capt. Timothy Neild of Wynantskill crashed
his pickup truck into a Thruway overpass in DeWitt. The seven helped pull the Afghanistan
war veteran from the burning wreck.
An eighth rescuer -- Sgt. 1st Class Ray Presley of the National Guard -- was awarded a medal
last spring.
http://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/Connecticut-Civilian-Honored-for-HelpingRescue-National-Guard-Officer-in-Fiery-Crash-279662872.html

Guardsman among 7 being honored for fiery crash rescue
Stars and Stripes: October 18, 2014

A New York Army National Guard soldier and six civilians are being honored for rescuing a
National Guard officer from a fiery vehicle crash on the Thruway last year.
Sgt. John Tirinato of Castleton will receive the New York State Conspicuous Service Medal
during a ceremony being held Saturday afternoon at the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
headquarters in Syracuse.
Six civilians — four from the Syracuse area, one from Connecticut and one from Toronto —
will also receive the medal.
They're being recognized for their heroism after Capt. Timothy Neild of Wynantskill crashed
his pickup truck into a Thruway overpass in DeWitt. The seven helped pull the Afghanistan
war veteran from the burning wreck.
An eighth rescuer — Sgt. 1st Class Ray Presley of the National Guard — was awarded a
medal last spring.
http://www.stripes.com/news/us/guardsman-among-7-being-honored-for-fiery-crash-rescue1.308999

Saturday Yellow Ribbon
WRGB: October 19, 2014

"More than 200 New York Army National Guard members and their families took part in a
re-integration progam in Albany. The goal was to let combat veterans and their families know
about benefits they can receive and how to handle some of the stress they bring home,
including emotional and financial stress.

(JOHN WILLSEY) "What we try to do here today with our personal financial consultants is
to show them they are still employable. Actually, they're more employable than some of the
general public based on the skills the Army and other service has paid for."
These soldiers from the 42nd combat aviation brigade returned from Kuwait in August.
http://mms.tveyes.com/Transcript.asp?StationID=2700&DateTime=10%2F19%2F2014+7%3
A17%3A04+AM&Term=New+York+Army+National+Guard&PlayClip=TRUE

Thousands Raised in Support of National Guard Members and Families
Time Warner: October 19, 2014

Cold weather couldn't deter hundreds from hitting the pavement in support of service
members. The 7th Annual Hometown Heroes Run raised thousands for New York National
Guard Members and their families.
"We do this in times of need. But, it's also our way to say thank you for your service," said
Cherie Murphy, New York National Guard Family Readiness Council President
The money from the race will go to the New York National Guard Family Readiness Council.
The Council has previously helped families recovering from Hurricane Sandy and has also
subsidized medical bills.
"We're a big organization of brothers and sisters, and we take care of each other, and we look
out for each other in times of need and in times of fun, like we're doing out here today," said
Sergeant Jeffrey Quivuy of the National Guard.
"They do everything for us protecting our country, and I support that," said first place winner,
Eric Young.
Young ran the race three years ago. He was inspired to run it again this year, in honor of a
family member who had served in the Vietnam War and had recently passed away.
"I just wanted to do it for him. I think he'd be proud of me if he was here still," said Young.
Nearly $10,000 was raised, a success which warmed the hearts of those who participated and
made them ignore the chill even if only for a short time.
http://albany.twcnews.com/content/news/778530/thousands-raised-in-support-of-nationalguard-members-and-families/

