105th Airlift Wing
Trees for Troops! Christmas cheer to servicemen and women
Mid Hudson News: December 5, 2014

Orange County officials along with members of the 105th Airlift Wing of the New York Air
National Guard at Stewart Airport loaded up 250 Christmas trees in Cornwall on Thursday.
They are bound for troops at the guard base as well as Camp Lejeune Marine Corps Base in
North Carolina and Marine Corps Air Station New River of Jacksonville, North Carolina.
Nationwide, the “Trees for Troops” program has provided over 139,000 Christmas trees to
military families, domestic and overseas, since 2005.
County Executive Steven Neuhaus says that about seven percent of Orange County residents
are currently serving, or have served, in some branch of the U.S. military. That is more than
the national average of less than one percent is what makes this program specifically
significant in Orange County, he said.
“We have a very disproportionate number, which we are proud of, families who are promilitary and this county couldn’t be behind our troops more than anyone,” said Neuhaus.
The trees and labor were donated by businesses and individuals from around the county.
The trees are not exclusively for the troops; they will also go to families in need within the
county. Neuhaus said that trees are also donated to other families who just may not be able to
acquire one on their own.
http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2014/December/05/TreesTroops-05Dec14.html

106th Rescue Wing
Middle School students recently spoke with members of the 106th Air National
Guard, based at Gabreski Airport
Westhampton Bays Patch: December 10, 2014

Westhampton Beach Middle School students recently had the opportunity to speak with
members of the 106th Air National Guard, who are based at Gabreski Airport in
Westhampton.
The 106th members surprised the students, who attend the HUGS, Inc. after-school Drop-In
Center, which is held at the middle school. The students had previously shown the guard

members their gratitude in honor of Veteran’s Day by making them cards, bracelets and key
chains.
During the visit, 106th members spent time answering student questions and sending positive
messages about determination and goal setting. They also spoke to students about making
healthy life choices, the value of teamwork and the price one can have in making a career out
of serving others.
http://patch.com/new-york/westhampton-hamptonbays/students-visit-106th-members

107th Airlift Wing
Stewart Airport runway paving is done
Daily Freeman: December 8, 2014

The main runway at Stewart Airport, known as Runway 9-27, was returned to full service
Monday after a complete repaving of the 12,000-foot-long strip.
The airport’s shorter cross-wind runway, 16-34, also has been repaved.
The $100 million capital project was the largest in the airport’s history. Officials with the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey, which operates Stewart, said that with the runway
work complete and efforts ongoing to add a Federal Inspection Services area in the Stewart
terminal, the airport is poised to handle future international flights.
“As we continue to work aggressively to increase air service at Stewart, it’s important that we
make the necessary infrastructure investments to maintain a modern, efficient airport that’s
attractive not only to our customers, but also to potential new carriers,” said Port Authority
Aviation Director Thomas Bosco.
Stewart’s longest runway is capable of handling Air Force One, the A380 (the world’s largest
passenger plane) and large military transport planes. The airport also used to serve as an
emergency landing site for NASA’s space shuttles, though it never was used for that purpose.
The airport currently provides passenger flights, cargo operations and general aviation and is
home to a New York Air National Guard base.
http://www.dailyfreeman.com/general-news/20141208/stewart-airport-runway-paving-isdone

Stewart’s main runway reopens after complete repaving
Mid Hudson News: December 8, 2014

The main runway at Stewart Airport, Runway 9-27, was returned to full service Monday after
a complete repaving of the almost 12,000-foot-long strip. The airport’s shorter cross-wind
Runway 16-34, has also been repaved.
The $100 million capital project is the largest in the airport’s history. Port Authority officials
said with the runway work completed and efforts ongoing to add a Federal Inspection
Services area in the terminal, Stewart is poised to handle future international flights.
“As we continue to work aggressively to increase air service at Stewart, it’s important that we
make the necessary infrastructure investments to maintain a modern, efficient airport that’s
attractive not only to our customers, but also to potential new carriers,” said Port Authority
Aviation Director Thomas Bosco.
Stewart’s longest runway is capable of handling Air Force One, The A380 – the world’s
biggest passenger plane, and large military transport planes.
The airport currently provides regularly scheduled passenger service, cargo operations,
general aviation and is home to the New York Air National Guard Base.
http://www.midhudsonnews.com/News/2014/December/08/SWF-runways-08Dec14.htm

174th Attack Wing
Anti-Drone Peace Activist Avoids Jail Time for Protest, Asks that Focus Remains
on Drone Victims
Between the Lines: December 10, 2014

Interview with Mark Colville, longtime peace activist, conducted by Melinda Tuhus
Longtime peace activist Mark Colville was convicted in September of five misdemeanor
charges related to his December 2013 protest against drone warfare conducted by the 174th
Attack Wing of the Air National Guard at Hancock Air Force base in upstate New York. At
his sentencing hearing on Dec. 3 in Syracuse, New York, Judge Robert Jokl told Colville in a
pre-trial conference that if he declined to accept the plea bargain offered and was convicted in
court, he, the judge, would sentence him to the maximum, of just over two years in prison.
Colville, who with his wife Luz runs the Amistad Catholic Worker house of hospitality in
New Haven, Connecticut, is the father of four children. He has been arrested for peace actions
many times over the years. In this case, the judge decided not to sentence him to jail time
because he said it would "serve no purpose" to do so. Instead, some conditions were attached
to his release and the failure to comply with them could send him to jail. Conditions included
not being arrested in New York State for a period of one year, payment of a fine of more than
$1,000 and providing the court with a DNA sample. Colville was defiant, and said he had no
intention of complying with the court-imposed conditions. Several other activists in the anti-

drone protest movement in New York state have been sentenced to jail time over the past
year.
Between The Lines’ Melinda Tuhus Tuhus spoke with Colville shortly after his conditional
release. Here, he explains that his protest took place in the context of a broader movement to
end drone warfare, and wants the focus to remain on the victims of U.S. drone attacks.
MARK COLVILLE: As I’ve said outside the courtroom, this is a nice outcome for me, but
the drone attacks continue. Just yesterday, four people were slaughtered in a house by a drone
strike, so we still have a lot of work to do, particularly at that drone base people are
continuing to organize and to try to resist the crimes that are being committed from there.
BETWEEN THE LINES: Do you have any idea what the judge meant when he said it would
"serve no purpose" to sentence you to jail or to supervised probation?
MARK COLVILLE: No, it was a little befuddling, because, you know, there have been a
steady stream of trials going on in that court, half of them presided over by him, and there’s
another judge there as well. The penalties have been getting progressively worse. They just
sentenced a 76-year-old former school teacher to three months and then three years of
supervised probation, and then a grandmother of three was given a year for a charge under
which I was also convicted. In fact, I was convicted on five separate charges for simply
peacefully walking to the front gate with a written plea from an Afghani man whose family
members were killed in a drone strike. For that I was tried and convicted on five separate
charges. What does that mean? I don’t know what it means. It certainly means the judge has
been acting a bit erratically.
BETWEEN THE LINES: When protesters are arrested for misdemeanors, they often just pay
a fine rather than go to trial and risk jail time. Since you've done this several times in the past,
you obviously see value in going to court. Can you talk about that?
MARK COLVILLE: Yeah, well, and specifically in this particular case, I mean, this man,
Raz Muhammed is his name, he had written a plea to the courts in the U.S., and to the
government and military, to stop the drone attacks. In this handwritten letter of his, he
explained what had happened to his family, victims of a drone strike, which killed his brotherin-law and several of his friends. And so he was describing that and what life was like for his
family now. And again, the basis of his letter was this plea. So we went to the base with the
plea. To my mind, I wanted his plea to be heard in court; I wanted his letter to be read in
court. There really was no other way to bring it to court, that I could think of anyway. And in
fact, I was able to have his letter read in its entirety in open court as I cross-examined one of
the military personnel who had taken the stand as a witness against me.
In general, when I do acts of civil resistance, it’s very important to me to go to court, because
in so many cases the courts are acting in concert with the government and the military in not
only perpetuating these injustices, but legitimizing them. In the case of drones and
interventionary way, it has to do with the courts ignoring the law – not only applicable law,
but superceding law like Constitutional and international law, which forbid the kinds of

attacks the U.S. is perpetrating with drones. And so to me it’s an essential part of the witness
and the action – to be in court, to go to court and put the question to the court members and to
the judge in particular – to take responsibility of applying the law, in other words, this case is
not about somebody trespassing on a military base. It’s not about disorderly conduct or any of
those other petty little charges that they want to exclusively focus on – it’s about what’s going
on behind the gates of that base.
I mean, one of the charges I was given, one of the more serious ones, is called Obstruction of
Governmental Administration. And the way that statute reads, a person is guilty of that if they
obstruct the lawful administration of government. Of course, my contention in court was that
what the government is doing at that drone base is not lawful. So I tried to take apart that
statute and have a fair hearing on whether or not the drone policies and what they’re doing
there is legal. And, of course, at most points along the line there, my defense was shut down
because they don’t want to engage those questions.
Mark Colville is a member of the Catholic Worker movement and peace activist involved in
protest actions against U.S. drone warfare. Learn more about groups opposed to drone
warfare by visiting UpstateDroneAction.org .
http://www.btlonline.org/2014/seg/141219cf-btl-colville.html

Air National Guard drone unit expands taxi operations at Syracuse Airport
(VIDEO)
Watertown Daily Times: December 11, 2014

The New York Air National Guard’s 174th Attack Wing expanded its taxi work to all of the
taxiways and ramps of Syracuse Hancock International Airport.
The unit’s leadership said in a news release Saturday that the new work will help crews
become more familiar with the airport and improve communications for FAA controllers at
the airport’s control tower.
Currently, the unit flies all of its aircraft from Fort Drum’s Wheeler-Sack Army Airfield, and
has permission to travel over portions of Onondaga, Madison and Oswego counties, covering
an area around the southern end of Syracuse, out west to Camillus and east to Fayetteville.
The unit is working toward flying at the Syracuse airport.
Air Force video of the new work can be seen at http://wdt.me/taxi-syracuse.
http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/article/20141211/NEWS03/141219735

Stop U.S. drone warfare now
Press Connects: December 5, 2014

I just spent two months as a prisoner in Jamesville Penitentiary.
I was jailed for my involvement in an April 28, 2013, solemn funeral procession at Hancock
Air Force drone base in Syracuse. I joined 30 others to carry the message to "stop the killing."
Hancock's 174th Attack Wing of the New York State National Guard flies missiles and drops
bombs via satellite from drones thousands of miles from Syracuse. The targets are suspected
"terrorists" somewhere in the Middle East.
Stanford University Law School's International Human Rights Conflict Resolution Clinic and
New York University Law School"s Global Justice Clinic, working independently with The
Bureau for Independent Journalism, spent years collecting data on U.S. drone strikes in
Pakistan. The findings are grim. In their report titled "Living Under Drones," only 2 percent
of the killings have been confirmed "suspected terrorists" by the law schools' study.
Thousands have been killed, thousands wounded — body parts scattered in cities and
countryside by our killer drones. There are no estimates of psychological damage to millions
who live under drones 24/7. The killings by American drone missiles may be the best
recruitment tool for more Middle East terrorists.
My "crime" was being a nonviolent messenger outside the main gate to Hancock. I was
convicted of trespass and obstructing government administration. I was handcuffed and sent
to Jamesville Penitentiary in Syracuse. As the oldest prisoner at Jamesville at 79, I was also
the only political prisoner — a prisoner of conscience.
Before my sentence, I was offered a plea bargain: Plead guilty and have all charges dropped,
or go to trial and face a year and 15 days in Jamesville Penitentiary. As a former high school
teacher of Participation in Government classes, I could not say I was guilty of a crime for
practicing my First Amendment rights of assembly, speech, press and religion.
Thankfully, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio did not support arresting Wall Street
demonstrators during the U.N. Climate Summit in September of this year. "I think the First
Amendment is a little more important than traffic," de Blasio said when asked about
disruptions caused by the Wall Street demonstration. "The right of people to make their
voices heard, regardless of their views, is a fundamental American value, and we'll protect
that value."
It should be noted that those of us arrested did not block traffic at Hancock Drone base on
April 28, 2013.
The refusal of the DeWitt town court in East Syracuse to recognize First Amendment rights of
assembly is akin to the medieval act of killing the messenger of bad news. The insistence of
the DeWitt court to collaborate with the military to stop nonviolent protest near the Hancock
Attack Wing is in violation of the U.S. Constitution. The DeWitt court order of protection to
stay away from the assassination base begs the question: Is there collusion between the
DeWitt court and the military to suppress constitutional rights?

Gilroy is an Endwell resident.
http://www.pressconnects.com/story/opinion/readers/2014/12/05/stop-us-drone-warfarenow/19986765/

174th Attack Wing tests air traffic control alongside commercial flights
Syracuse.com: December 16, 2014

The 174th Attack Wing is entering new territory with training on drones, a remotely piloted
aircraft.
The team used the airport in Syracuse to test the waters, by having drones taxi the runway.
The goal is for crews to slowly get more familiar with ground operations for commercial
flights, particularly air traffic control.
The practice could lead to sharing space more often.
"We're doing a crawl, walk, run. We started in August started on our ramp. Today we taxied
over to the airport ramp. We want to work with the FAA and local air traffic to make sure
when we do eventually fly off Hancock Field that we do it safely. So this is just another step
in the process toward that goal," said Major Sandra Stoquert, with the Public Affairs Office.
The next step is an environmental assessment. The 174th expects to complete that phase by
this spring.
http://www.localsyr.com/story/d/story/174th-attack-wing-tests-air-traffic-controlalongs/28935/jsjECbMPbkG32ao9fLL2HQ

174th Attack Wing drone now shares runways with passenger planes in Syracuse
Syracuse.com: December 8, 2014

The drones of the New York Air National Guard's 174th Attack Wing took another small step
Saturday toward sharing air space with commercial airlines in Syracuse.
For the first time, pilots directed the MQ-9 unmanned aircraft around the commercial
runways at Syracuse's Hancock International Airport.
The 174th now has access to all taxiways and runways at the airport, according to a press
release.
Eventually, the Air National Guard hopes to win FAA approval to launch and land drones at
Hancock. A decision is expected sometime next spring after an environmental review.

In this video, taken by the 174th Attack Wing staff, the small reaper drone passes a Jet Blue
passenger plane on the runway.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/12/for_first_time_174th_attack_wing_drone_
mixes_with_commercial_planes_on_syracuse.html

Want to help make someone else's holidays better?
Syracuse.com: December 11, 2014

SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Want to help spread a little joy this holiday season? The Salvation
Army and 174th Attack Wing of the NY Air National Guard are having their annual donation
day Monday for the Salvation Army's Christmas Bureau Distribution.
It will be at the Oncenter from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Community groups that held toy and food
drives for the annual holiday giveaway will be dropping off their donations. But anyone is
welcome to bring donations of food and new toys, big and small.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/12/want_to_help_make_someone_elses_holid
ays_better_heres_how.html

Joint Force Headquarters
Wreath laid at former president's Columbia County grave
WNYT: December 5, 2014

Friday marked the 232nd Birthday of former U.S. President Martin Van Buren, who’s body
resides in Kinderhook.
The New York Army National Guard General Raymond Shields laid a wreath at Van Buren’s
grave Friday morning as part of an annual recognition of the Columbia County native. It is
American tradition that the current president sends a wreath to be placed on the graves of past
presidents by a military representative on their birthday.
Van Buren was born on December 5, 1782 and died in July of 1862. Prior to his presidency,
Van Buren served as vice president under Andrew Jackson.
http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S3640459.shtml?cat=10114

Military, Local Lawmakers, Students Celebrate Former President's Birthday
Time Warner: December 5, 2014

Military members and lawmakers gathered Friday to remember one of the Capital Region's
most celebrated local figures, President Martin Van Buren.

They celebrated what would have been his 232nd birthday at the site where he is buried at
Kinderhook Cemetery.
Speeches, wreath laying, school presentations, the ceremony was more than commemorative,
it was educational.
"He was really a good president," said Ichabod Elementary School student Sophia Pantoja.
"Especially for the students, it's an opportunity for them to look at their local heritage,
reconnect with that, and for a lot of them, they'll bring it back," said Justin Monetti, the site
manager of the Martin Van Buren National Historic Site.
The annual ceremony wrapped up as it usually does, military members laying a wreath from
President Obama.
Everyone left knowing a little something more about Van Buren. Others also left with a sense
of hope, that the legacy of the first president from New York could somehow come full circle.
"It makes me very proud, and I think that one of these kids could be a future president," said
Principal Tim Farley of Ichabod Crane Elementary and Middle School.
http://albany.twcnews.com/content/news/capital_region/790568/military--local-lawmakers-students-celebrate-former-president-s-birthday/

New York state editorial roundup: Fighting a cyberwar; The trouble with drones
Auburn Pub: December 6, 2014

If the predictions of some military experts are right, our next big war could well be a
"cyberwar," in which our enemies use sophisticated computer techniques to cripple our
electricity, water, food, transportation and communication systems.
A Senate Armed Services Committee investigation has found that hackers linked to the
Chinese government repeatedly infiltrated the computer systems of U.S. airlines, technology
companies and other contractors involved in the movement of U.S. troops and military
equipment.
For our first line of defense, Congress has turned to the military to take the lead on
cybersecurity. At the urging of some state governors, the Defense Department is enlisting the
help of National Guard units. An October report by the National Governors Association urges
that the National Guard play a role in state cybersecurity efforts.
It's good to prepare the National Guard to help in response to a cyber attack, but expanding
the guard's mission to play a key role in protecting against such attacks is a questionable
strategy. Cyber defense is a constant need, not a job for weekend warriors, however dedicated
they are.

Like the federal government, states must maintain their own cyber defenses. Protecting
against cyber attacks, however, is a full-time job, not a mission for part-time citizen soldiers.
— The Times Union, Albany
The military has used drones for years in places like Afghanistan. But their popularity also
has been growing fast among civilians at home — from hobbyists to private investigators to
photographers. Drug dealers sometimes use them for deliveries. Amazon is looking at their
possibilities.
The result is a troubling surge of unmanned aircraft within some of the nation's most tightly
packed corridors — such as the airspace around metropolitan New York.
The Federal Aviation Administration has received reports describing 193 drone encounters
since the beginning of the year — including 12 in New York.
In one, a Delta pilot 10 miles out saw a drone flying way too close to his plane's left wing. In
another, a drone was spotted within two miles of a heavily used JFK runway.
But if tighter regulations are a must, Washington seems to be moving forward with the speed
of a lumbering blimp.
The FAA was supposed to draft regulations by August, but missed that deadline. Among the
possibilities: A rule that drone operators must first have a pilot's license and experience flying
manned aircraft, a rule restricting drones to daylight flights, and a rule restricting drones to an
altitude of 400 feet.
Not surprisingly, a phalanx of industry organizations is pushing back hard against some of
these ideas. But Washington needs to tame the Wild West before disaster strikes.
http://auburnpub.com/news/opinion/new-york-state-editorial-roundup-fighting-a-cyberwarthe-trouble/article_04874410-7f1e-5938-8851-3435cbea07b2.html

Military achievements by local residents week of December 8 to 12
Syracuse.com: December 8, 2014

U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Kaitlin M. Kilpatrick graduated from basic
military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. She is the
daughter of Eugene D. and Kim M. Kilpatrick, of Liverpool, and a 2008 graduate of
Liverpool High School.
Air Force Airman Matthew Masrouri graduated from basic military training at Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Nasser Masrouri and Theresa
Lostumbo, of Baldwinsville, and a 2014 graduate of Charles W. Baker High School.

U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Cassandra P. Kraemer graduated from basic
military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. She earned
distinction as an honor graduate, and is the daughter of Chae Kraemer, of Liverpool. She
earned her bachelor's degree in 2013 from State University of New York at Fredonia, and is a
2009 graduate of Liverpool High School.
U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Christopher M. Williams graduated from basic
military training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of
Michael R. Williams of Auburn and Tracey A. Spicer, of LaFayette, and is a 2013 graduate of
LaFayette Junior/Senior High School.
Army Pfc. John B. Conklyn graduated from basic combat training at Fort Benning, Ga. He is
the son of Maggie Robado, of Cortland and John K. Conklyn, of De Ruyter, and is a 2011
graduate of De Ruyter Central High School.
U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st Class Mathew B. Lauro graduated from basic military
training at Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas. He is the son of Joseph D.
Lauro and step-son of Sarah M. Lauro, of Syracuse, and is a 2014 graduate of Solvay High
School.
Army Pvt. Nathan D. Kimberly graduated from One Station Unit Training at the U.S. Army
Infantry School, Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. He is the son of Dennis and Mary Kimberly, of
Cato.
George K. Murphy received an Army Reserve Officers' Training Corps scholarship to attend
St. John Fisher College. He is the son of Janet and Kevin, of Aurora, and is a 2012 graduate
of Southern Cayuga High School.
Musician 1st Class Petty Officer Charles H. Birkby Jr., retired honorably on October 31,
2014. He served in the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy for 21 years. He is the son of Fr. Charles H.
and Dorothy Birkby, of Minoa, and is a 1988 graduate of East Syracuse-Minoa High School.
New York Army National Guard Colonel Gary Yaple, Deputy Commander of the 42nd
Infantry Division received his brigadier general promotion on November 15. He began his
military career as a New York Army National Guard Soldier in the 1st Battalion 108th
Infantry in 1975. Yaple is a graduate of the United State Army Airborne School, Infantry
Officers Basic Course, Armor Officer Advanced Course, Combined Arms and Service Staff
School, The United States Army Command and General Staff College and the United States
Army War College. He earned his master's in strategic studies from the United State Army
War College, and a bachelor's degree in economics and management science from State
University of New York at Cortland.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2014/12/military_achievements_by_local_residents
_week_of_december_8_to_12.html

Naval Militia

New York Naval Militia gets new commander
DVIDS: December 8, 2014

A veteran of 30 years in the Navy and Navy Reserve and Albany, New York-area
businessman took charge of the 2,500-member New York Naval Militia on Saturday, Dec. 6.
Naval Militia Rear Adm. Ten Eyck Powell III, who more commonly goes by the nickname
“Trip,” replaced Naval Militia Maj. Gen. Robert Wolf, a retired Marine, during a traditional
naval change-of-command ceremony held at the State University of New York Maritime
College here. Wolf, a retired Marine officer, had commanded the Naval Militia since 2007.
The day’s ceremony marked “a conclusion and a beginning,” said Army National Guard Maj.
Gen. Patrick Murphy, the adjutant general of New York. Wolf has come to the conclusion of
a successful career of 20 years with the Naval Militia, while Powell, who has served in the
Naval Militia since 1986 is beginning a new phase of his career.
Powell previously served as operations officer for the Naval Militia.
The New York Naval Militia is a state military force whose membership consists mainly of
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard Reserve members who also enlist jointly the New York
force and agree to perform state missions at the direction of the governor. A small number of
Naval Militia members are retired Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard personnel who serve
only in the Naval Militia.
In his remarks Murphy praised the members of the Naval Militia who have responded to the
state’s call for assistance in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, attack on the World Trade Center,
Hurricane Irene in 2011, Superstorm Sandy in 2012 and most recently a freak snow storm in
Buffalo just before Thanksgiving 2014.
During the New York National Guard response to Superstorm Sandy, Naval Militia members
volunteered to work on Thanksgiving Day, 2012, so that member of the National Guard who
had been on duty for almost a month could be with their families, Murphy recalled. That was
an important example of the support the Naval Militia provides, Murphy said.
The members of the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard Reserve who volunteer to serve
the state in the Naval Militia are an incredibly important resource for the state and the state
military forces, Murphy said.
“We could not do it without the support of the Reserve components,” Murphy said.
Murphy praised Wolf for his commitment to the Naval Militia and his commitment to service
to the state. Wolf has always been an untiring advocate for the men and women of the Naval
Militia, Murphy said.

Over the years Wolf has sacrificed his own time, and time with his family, for the good of the
Naval Militia and the people of New York, Murphy said.
Powell, Murphy told the audience, has the kind of experience with the Navy and the Naval
Militia which will help the organization thrive.
In his remarks Powell, a resident of the Hudson River town of Coeymans, N.Y., emphasized
that he is a real New Yorker. His family made the bricks which built many of New York
City’s buildings, Powell said, and he’s had the privilege of boating around the state.
He’s also proud of the New York Naval Militia, Powell said. While the uniforms may vary
from Marine Corps digital camo to Navy blue the dedication is the same, he emphasized.
“When we come we come to serve,” Powel l said.
Organized in 1889, the New York Naval Militia predates the Navy Reserve and originally
served as a kind of naval version of the National Guard. Members of the New York Naval
Militia manned two ships during the Spanish American War in 1898 and later served in
World War I and World War II. With the creation of the Navy Reserve other states Naval
Militias were phased out but New York's has continued as an excellent source of trained
military personnel who assist in state emergencies and security missions.
Today's Naval Militia consists of members of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard
Reserve who simultaneously belong to the Naval Militia. They put the skills they have
learned on federal military duty to work for the state when responding to disasters like
Hurricane Sandy or the recent snow storm in Buffalo. Five percent of the force is allowed to
consist of retired and former Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard members.
The New York Naval Militia also operates a fleet of nine patrol boats known as the Military
Emergency Boat Service which operate on lakes Ontario and Erie, Lake Champlain, the
Hudson River and in New York Harbor in support of law enforcement and the Coast Guard.
Powell, served as an Active and Reserve officer in the U.S. Navy for 30 years, commissioning
as an ensign in 1978 and retiring as a Captain in 2008. A naval aviator he flew the S-3A
Viking anti-submarine aircraft and served in a number of positions in the Navy Reserve
including Operations Officer with the Joint Staff of Maritime Defense Zone and Commanding
Officer, of Navy Reserve Volunteer Training Unit 102 in Albany.
While serving in the Navy Reserve Powell also volunteered to serve with the New York
Naval Militia. His assignments in the Naval Militia have included Assistant Chief of Staff and
Commander of the Naval Militias Northern Command.
Powell is the President and chief executive officer of The H.B. Davis Seed Company in
Albany.

He is a graduate of Albany Academy, Syracuse University, the Naval War College and the
Armed Forces Staff College.
Powell’s awards include: the Navy Marine Corps Commendation Medal, Coast Guard
Commandants Commendation Ribbon, Navy Unit Commendation, Navy Battle E,
Expeditionary Medal Navy/Marine Corps, National Defense Service Medal with bronze star
,Military Outstanding Volunteer Medal, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon with bronze star,
and the Naval Reserve Sea Service Ribbon.
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/149678/new-york-naval-militia-gets-newcommander#ixzz3LOvKPA81

New York Air National Guard
Two members of the 9th Suffolk Cadet Squadron soloed in Cessna 152 singleengine planes out of Brookhaven Airport.
Westhampton Bays Patch: December 8, 2014

Two members of Civil Air Patrol’s 9th Suffolk Cadet Squadron, based in Westhampton
Beach, Cadets Nicholas D. D’Amato and Karl E. Lindberg, took to the skies recently and
soloed in Cessna 152 single-engine planes, taking off from Brookhaven Airport in Shirley.
Brookhaven Airport is home to the Suffolk Aviation Academy, where both cadets study the
aviation & professional piloting curriculum.
In the squadron, Cadet D’Amato serves as an emergency services assistant, and Cadet
Lindberg serves an aerospace education assistant. They have each been involved in Civil Air
Patrol for three years and look forward to a career in aviation.The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is
the official auxiliary of the United States Air Force.
Its three congressionally chartered missions include Emergency Services, Aerospace
Education and the Cadet Program. CAP has over 61,000 members nationwide and operates a
fleet of 550 aircraft.The Cadet Program is designed to forge young leaders of the future
aerospace industry through a curriculum of leadership, fitness and study. The program
follows a military model and emphasizes Air Force traditions and values.
In its Emergency Services capacity, CAP performs 90 percent of inland search and rescue
missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center (AFRCC), and the
organization is credited with saving an average of approximately 80 lives each year.
CAP also allocates resources to homeland security, disaster relief and drug interdiction
missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies.
The 9th Suffolk Cadet Squadron CAP meets Wednesday evenings at the Francis S. Gabreski
Air National Guard Base in Westhampton Beach.

For more information, please visit their website
http://patch.com/new-york/westhampton-hamptonbays/civil-air-patrol-cadets-fly-solo

New York Army National Guard
Hamptons Film Fest Selection Amira & Sam Challenges Preconceptions
Dan’s Papers.com: December 9, 2014

Amira & Sam, which had its East Coast premiere at the Hamptons International Film Festival
in October, is an independent and unconventional romantic comedy set against the backdrop
of post-9/11 society and Wall Street greed.
Taking place in 2007—at the height of conflict in Iraq and on the cusp of the financial
crisis—the story centers on a American veteran, Sam, played by Martin Starr of Freaks and
Geeks and Silicon Valley fame, and an Iraqi refugee, Amira, portrayed by newcomer Dina
Shihabi.
Sam was recently discharged and is struggling to settle back into civilian life. He does not
suffer from PTSD, but he does find it difficult to fit in with New Yorkers who can only
pretend to know what being deployed like. He refuses handouts, and aspires to be a stand-up
comedian. Meanwhile, Amira is staying in Brooklyn with her uncle, Bassam [Laith Nakli],
who was Sam’s translator during his tour in Iraq. When Sam reunites with Bassam, he meets
Amira, who has no interest in meeting him. She isn’t a fan of the U.S. military–her brother
was also a translator, and he was killed in friendly fire. And having a family member who
helped the Americans has put a target on her back.
Though Sam and Amira’s relationship starts with acrimony, it evolves and romance
flourishes. However, others they confront can’t see passed stereotypes. During an interview at
the festival, director Sean Mullin explains the film is about challenging preconceptions.
In writing the script, Mullin applied a lesson from the Columbia School graduate film
program: “The most important thing about a film is that you have to have a personal
connection to the material as the director, or it’s not going to work.”
He certainly has a connection.
Mullin is a West Point graduate who served in the military between 1997 and 2002. As a
member of the New York Army National Guard, he was a first responder to the World Trade
Center on 9/11.
After 9/11, he spent his days at Ground Zero as a captain-in-charge for a year. His nights were
spent as a stand-up comedian, and that’s when he rubbed elbows with Wall Street guys. When
he completed his time in the military, he enrolled at Columbia University in Manhattan to
pursue film, then relocated to Los Angeles and worked as a writer.

Having written for other directors, Mullin knew he wanted to write a feature film of his own
that he could direct himself. And, as an independent filmmaker, he knew, “You need to write
a script that is producible.”
“What’s the cheapest kind of film you can make?” he asked. “A love story.”
He penned a screenplay that could fit under the Screen Actors Guild modified low budget
guidelines, which caps total production cost at $625,000.
There are no expensive special effects or car chases in Amira & Sam. The story is dialogue
driven, and many scenes include just the two leads.
“There’s a long, 7-minute take of the two of them just talking, which is kind of heart of the
movie,” Mullin notes.
Though many scenes were small, and not costly to make, Mullin says he wanted to punctuate
those with bigger scenes, including a boat trip, a motorcycle ride, and a party scene with
many extras.
In casting his leads, Mullin wanted an actor for Sam who could be both witty and stoic—he
gave Sam the last name Seneca, after the Roman Stoic philosopher. Admiring Starr’s work in
the Starz television series Party Down, Mullin knew he had his guy.
Dina Shihabi, an up-and-coming actress, learned of the role of Amira simultaneously from her
manager and from her friend Nakli, who both told her she would be perfect for it.
“I read the script and said, whatever I do, I have to do this,” Shihabi says.
Shihabi was born in Saudi Arabia and raised in Dubai, so she speaks Arab fluently, and she
worked with Nakli to learn their characters’ correct Iraqi dialect.
The film also stars Paul Wesley, of The Vampire Diaries, as Sam’s cousin, a hedge fund
manager who wants to exploit Sam’s status as a veteran, while convincing both Sam and
himself that he has Sam’s best interests in mind.
The film is already receiving praise and accolades. At the Napa Valley Film Festival, it won
both the jury award and audience award for Best Narrative Feature Film.
Amira & Sam will come to select theaters and video-on-demand January 30, 2015
http://danspapers.com/2014/12/hamptons-film-fest-selection-amira-sam-challengespreconceptions/

18th Airborne Corps soldiers arrive at Fort Bragg early Tuesday
Fay Observer: December 9, 2014

The last few dozen members of the 18th Airborne Corps - and a small group of soldiers from
the 1st Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division - boarded a C17 plane bound for Fort Bragg's Pope Field just after 12:30 p.m. Monday.
They left a little more than an hour after a ceremony marked the end of their mission in
Afghanistan, where the 18th Airborne Corps formed the core of two key commands,
International Security Assistance Force Joint Command and U.S. Forces-Afghanistan.
The 1st Battalion, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment paratroopers provided security to
officials in those commands as they traveled around the country.
The paratroopers landed at Green Ramp just before 12:30 a.m., ending what has been an 11month deployment for some and bringing them home in time for Christmas - something that
was not originally in the plans for the hundreds of Fort Bragg soldiers who deployed at the
beginning of the year.
The soldiers were in good spirits before boarding the plane, with a celebratory air following
them from the ceremony to the airport terminal, where they traded their ISAF Joint Command
patches for the familiar Sky Dragon patch of the 18th Airborne Corps.
Command Sgt Maj. Isaia Vimoto cracked jokes between the passenger terminal and the plane.
Lt. Gen. Joseph Anderson passed out cookies just before takeoff.
Once the plane was in the air, most soldiers listened to music or fell asleep, occasionally
getting up to stretch their legs or to talk to fellow paratroopers.
Col. Bob Morschauser, chief of staff for the 18th Airborne Corps, called the deployment
"crazy and almost surreal."
It was his seventh tour in either Iraq or Afghanistan, he said, but the deployment was one of
the most special of his career.
Morschauser said he sees stark differences in Afghanistan today compared with years past.
He said he and others take pride in being able to claim they helped hand off parts of the
mission to Afghan National Security Forces.
"We've had time to be reflective," he said. "I think this has been rather gratifying in the end. It
was extremely challenging. But by the time we left ... we could see the progress."
During the deployment, the soldiers had different ways of keeping close to home.
Col. Kevin Arata, 18th Airborne Corps public affairs officer, carried a stuffed frog that
belongs to his daughter - the same frog he has carried on two other deployments.
Morschauser kept in touch with his family through a Facebook page his children - seniors at
Village Christian and Duke University - created for him before he deployed.

"They didn't give me a choice," he said.
Barring changes to the Afghanistan mission, the 18th Airborne Corps now has the distinction
of being the first and last U.S. Army three-star command to lead in the country.
Col. Tim Watson, the Corps G-3, is perhaps the only soldier to have served on both of those
deployments. In 2002, he was a major and plans officer for the corps, serving at Bagram
Airfield.
He said the country - after months of retrograde and redeployment - oddly resembles the 2002
version of Afghanistan.
Troop numbers are roughly the same, he said. And troops are once again massed on just a few
outposts.
"The big difference obviously is the Afghans and what they've done since then," Watson said.
"It's really great to see progress and see the Afghans largely leading everything."
He said the country is now bustling with activity and barely recognizable from 2002.
"It was just so austere," he said. "It's so shockingly different now."
Watson, Morschauser and other leaders said it has been amazing to watch the work of the past
year.
There were two national elections, the country's first peaceful transition of power and a
number of national events that could have been derailed by security threats. Instead, the
Afghans showed they are capable of protecting themselves.
"The whole time this is going on, we're closing bases and redeploying forces," Watson said.
Col. Ken Dyer, who oversaw the retrograde for U.S. Forces-Afghanistan, said the 18th
Airborne Corps had to be able to react quickly.
At the height of the uncertainty, he said, the corps had to weigh the risks that U.S. forces
would have to leave the country earlier than expected.
"We were planning worst-case scenario of getting everything out of here at one point," he
said. "It would have been a Herculean effort. It would have required extraordinary measures
to do."
Dyer and the 18th Airborne Corps' top financial officer, Col. Dwayne Harris, said the
deployment was unique because of the pressure and sense of urgency of the drawdown.
The 18th Airborne Corps regularly provided information to the secretary of defense, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and other top military leaders.

"All eyes were on us," Harris said. "There were a lot of people invested in the success of
people here in Afghanistan. It has been stressful. I'm not going to lie. I've got way more gray
hair than I did when I first got here."
Dyer, who helped oversee the drawdown in Iraq, said the mission was the most professionally
rewarding he's had in 20 years.
He said those who deployed with the 18th Airborne Corps would one day look back and
marvel at what they accomplished.
Harris said the mission created a kind of high for the Fort Bragg soldiers, who realized the
importance of their job.
"You don't really get a do-over," he said. "You got to get it right the first time. It puts a lot of
pressure on you. This is what you train your entire career to do."
http://www.fayobserver.com/military/th-airborne-corps-soldiers-leave-afghanistan-for-fortbragg/article_049a6571-1f86-52a9-9a66-16921b7752b2.html

Soldiers worldwide showing holiday spirit
Army.mil: December 11, 2014

About 20 Soldiers and Airmen of the New York National Guard volunteered in support of
Trees for Troops at Ellms Christmas Tree Farm in Ballston Spa, New York, Dec. 3. The
Guardsmen loaded trees donated from area tree farms as part of a nationwide effort to deliver
Christmas trees to troops and military families around the world.
"This year, from here, there's probably going to be over 160 trees from 16 farms and
nurseries that are local here," said owner and coordinator Chip Ellms. "We've now delivered
more than 135,000 trees to families and Service members all around the country."
This marks the tenth year of New York National Guard members volunteering their time to
assist in the loading of trees. This year's collection from Ballston Spa is destined for Fort
Bragg military families, Ellms said.
"You know, after 10 years, I would have thought that the support for this program would
have tapered off, but we've seen this continue to grow year after year," he said. "The support
we've had from area growers and the community just gets bigger each year."
The National Guard Soldier volunteers came from Latham's 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Headquarters and Army Aviation Support Facility. Their turnout follows the unit's
deployment to Kuwait during the Christmas season of 2013.

"I've seen Soldiers come home and they're elated," said Sgt. 1st Class Greg Martin, who
returned from deployment with the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade this fall. "They're happy
that somebody cared for their family at Christmas time just by giving them a simple tree."
For the past several years, the effort has helped to deliver, on average, 17,000 Christmas trees
each year to 60-plus military installations throughout the U.S. and overseas.
"It's a nice reminder," said Sgt. 1st Class David Vetter from the 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade Headquarters Company. "One, that people care to spend the time to even do that.
And two, to have that bit of home; to kind of bring it all back together, especially with your
friends that are over there at least you can kind of cling together and celebrate together. If you
can't be home for the holidays, you're in our hearts."
http://www.army.mil/article/139747/Soldiers_worldwide_showing_holiday_spirit/

Students, McCoy thank Guard members
Albany Times Union: December 12, 2014

First-grade students from Latham Ridge Elementary School handed out thank you cards on
Thursday to New York Army National Guard combat veterans.
They were joined at the school by Albany County Executive Daniel McCoy, himself is a New
York Army National Guard soldier who has been deployed.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Students-McCoy-thank-Guard-members5951097.php

Local students write cards for National Guard members WTEN News, Albany
Dec 11
News 10: December 11, 2014

Local first graders wrote and presented cards to New York National Guard members on
Thursday.
First graders at Latham Ridge Elementary School got to say “thank you” to members of the
New York National Guard with homemade cards. The students presented their cards to a few
National Guard members. The soldiers also described to the students what it is like to be
deployed, especially during the holidays.
Jackson Majewski was one student who wrote a card.
“Our card really said, ‘Dear vet, Thank you,’” he said.
Makenna Tomisan also wrote a card that said, “Thank you for protecting us.”

There are currently 17 New York National Guard soldiers deployed as individuals in
Afghanistan and Fort Bliss, Texas. Last Christmas, New York had about 600 soldiers in
Afghanistan and Kuwait.
New York National Guard Command Information Officer Alvin Phillips said the cards will
go to the 600 veterans who were overseas in 2013 and are currently back in the States.
The New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs said the number of deployed
units in Afghanistan has fallen as the U.S. military combat role has been winding down.
Albany County Executive Daniel McCoy was also in attendance when the students presented
the cards to the soldiers. McCoy is a member of the Guard and was deployed to Iraq in 2005
and 2006.
http://news10.com/2014/12/11/local-students-write-cards-for-national-guard-members/

New York Army National Guard Soldier Wants to Be a Best Ranger
Army.mil: December 10, 2014

In 2013 Sgt. Thomas Carpenter , the admin and supply sergeant for the New York Army
National Guard's Company C , 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry qualified as a Ranger.
In 2015 the two-tour Afghan veteran from Holland Patent, N.Y., is hoping he'll be one of six
Army National Guard Soldiers competing to be the best Ranger in the Army.
"It has always been a dream of mine," Carpenter said. "It has always been at the top of the
challenges, a super high goal and I always set my expectations high."
Carpenter was one of 12 Army National Guard Soldiers who took part in a Best Ranger
Competition Assessment and Selection event conducted by the Army National Guard's
Warrior Training Center at Fort Benning, Georgia in November.
Carpenter came out of the day-long assessment on Nov. 20 as one of nine Army National
Guard officers and NCOs vying to be one of six Soldiers competing in three Army National
Guard two-man teams when the annual best Ranger event kicks off on April 10, 2015.
In January Carpenter and the other eight Soldiers report back to Fort Benning to begin
training as a group for the competition. If he can't make one of the three primary teams he
hopes to be on the Army Guard's backup team, Carpenter said.
The Best Ranger Competition is a 60-hour non-stop event designed to challenge the fitness
and skills of the toughest Soldiers. Events the two-man teams are faced with can include a 20
mile march, a 4.7 mile rucksack run, tests of rifle and pistol marksmanship, climbing,
weapons assembly and disassembly, swimming, obstacle course, and a bayonet course.

The average competitor, according to the Ranger Challenge website is 28 years old, 5 foot, 10
inches tall, weighs around 165 pounds, and is in excellent shape.
Competitors are required to be airborne qualified. Carpenter is not, but if he gets selected for
the team, he'll be sent to airborne school.
The day-long assessment was designed to test the physical ability of the potential
competitors, according to John Burns the assistant operations officer for the Warrior Training
Center.
The 12 potential Best Ranger competitors were tested on their ability to run five miles, pump
out push-ups, sit-ups and chin-ups, conduct a six-mile equipment run, go through a 12-mile
foot march, pass through a tower assault course, an obstacle course, and pass day and night
land navigation course, as well as stay alert for briefings. The assessment lasted 11 and a half
hours.
"My main approach coming into this assessment was picking that guy that has the endurance
and the mental ability to go three days of competition, "Burns told the Fort Benning
newspaper Bayonet & Saber.
Carpenter finished number eight in the qualification list.
That felt good, Carpenter said, but it also shows that he has a lot of work to do if he is going
to be one of six National Guard Soldiers competing in April.
'I thought I was prepared and it was an eye-opener," Carpenter said.
For example, one of the competitors, Captain Robert Killian from Colorado, ran his five miles
in under 30 minutes, and all of the others are extreme athletes.
"It was a just a little taste of what is to come," Carpenter said, "I have a whole lot of work cut
out for me. Half the other dudes have actually competed before. They know what to expect
and how to prepare."
Fortunately his wife Corinne, who has been with him through his combat deployments with
the 2nd Squadron 101st Cavalry and the 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry, is very supportive and
ready for him to be gone for another three months as he trains up, Carpenter said.
He also appreciates the battalion leadership allowing him to leave his job at the Leeds Armory
for three months to follow his dream of competing in the Best Ranger event, Carpenter said.
Carpenter credits his former platoon sergeant, Sgt. 1st Class Richard Richardson - now an
operations NCO on the 27th Brigade Combat Team staff-with pushing him to go to Ranger
School and then compete in the Best Ranger Competition.

Richardson competed in 1999 and he talked up the program a lot while they were serving in
the 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry Scout Platoon, Carpenter said.
Just competing in the Best Ranger competition was a "huge experience" that made him a
better Soldiers and NCO, Richardson said. Carpenter, who served as his driver in
Afghanistan, is the kind of young Soldier who can handle that experience and benefit from it,
Richardson said.
"He is young and he has the heart to go out there and compete," Richardson said.
Carpenter is also the kind of young non-commissioned officer who will benefit from the
experience and make sure he passes that knowledge onto other Soldiers, said Sgt. Major
Robert Marshall, the operations NCO and acting command sergeant major for the 2nd
Battalion 108th Infantry.
"I get very frustrated with Soldiers and leaders who go to Air Assault School or another
specialist course and they never teach a class," Marshall said. "It is not about the individual's
achievement it is about the organizational growth based on that individual achievement," he
added.
During the 2nd Battalion 108th's 2012 deployment to Afghanistan, Carpenter took part in a
pre-Ranger School program the battalion developed. This positioned him to go to Ranger
School in June 2013, Marshall said.
While Carpenter faces a lot of stiff competition, his drive to succeed is intense, Marshall said.
"He is a very squared away troop, Marshall said. "He's got the motivation and the intestinal
fortitude to do great things in this competition, "he added.
http://www.army.mil/article/139740/New_York_Army_National_Guard_Soldier_Wants_to_
Be_a_Best_Ranger/

Harlem Hellfighters live on
Durango Herald: December 6, 2014

Air Force retiree Greta Hamilton was familiar with the Harlem Hellfighters, a storied allblack infantry regiment that won fame on the World War I battlefields of France only to be
virtually shunned by the U.S. military back home.
But it wasn’t until she volunteered to help the New York State Military Museum digitize the
unit’s post-WWI records that she came to know the soldiers better: what they did for a living,
where they were born, when they enlisted and for how long.
She and other volunteers have recorded the data from about a quarter of the about 10,000
personnel cards of the Harlem Hellfighters for a database that has been posted on the New

York Heritage and military museum websites. A$2,500 grant from the Capital District
Library Council is helping pay for the project.
“It’s phenomenal,” said Hamilton, a retired Air Force major and director of the Marion
National Cemetery in Illinois. “It a part of our history that needs to be told.”
Several years ago, thousands of National Guard documents known as regimental personnel
cards were found in a filing cabinet at the Harlem Armory by then-museum director Michael
Aikey. The cards are from 1921 to 1949 and include names, ages, addresses, birthplaces,
occupations and enlistment dates.
The online information is a vital resource for anyone tracing their genealogy through an
ancestor who served in the 369th from the early 1920s through the 1940s, said James Gandy,
the museum librarian who’s leading the project.
The regiment was formed before the war as the National Guard’s 15th Infantry, based in
Manhattan. Activated to serve in the segregated U.S. Army during WWI, the regiment was
designated the 369th Regiment and sent to France, where it served alongside French troops. It
was one of the few black units to see combat in Europe, where the regiment earned its
nickname and some of its soldiers were awarded France’s high military honors, including
Henry Johnson, a rail station porter from Albany.
Upon returning to the U.S., his heroics and those of his comrades were ignored by the military
establishment during the Jim Crow era of racial segregation. A decadeslong effort to get a
posthumous Medal of Honor awarded to Johnson received a boost in September when the
U.S. Senate approved legislation that would pave the way for the decoration. The bill awaits
action in the House. If approved, it will next go to the president’s desk for final consideration.
Hamilton, who is black, retired in 2003 after a 20-year military career. She said she first
learned of the Harlem Hellfighters while doing research on the military and the civil rights
movement for her master’s degree. While recording the scanned cards’ information for the
museum’s digital spreadsheets, Hamilton learned many of the Guardsmen were part of the
Great Migration, when millions of blacks left the South and moved to the Northeast and
Midwest.
She also got a glimpse into a harsh reality of the 1920s and ’30s.Many of the soldiers listed
their occupations as laborer, chauffeur, clerk or elevator operator, some of the only jobs
available to black men in the 1920s and ’30s. Hamilton also found plenty of others who were
musicians, architects, students and photographers. She surmised all had to have been proud to
serve in the famous 369th.
“There was a lot of pride that went with being in that unit,” Hamilton said. “It’s an honor to
get their names out so people will know what they did.”
http://durangoherald.com/article/20141207/NEWS03/141209772&source=RSS

West Clarksville's Brian McKelvey Wounded Warrior Quilt
Wellsville Daily Reporter: December 3, 2014

Brian McKelvey knew something was going to be presented to him last week at his parents’
home on Hughes Street. He just didn’t know exactly what it would be.
That something turned out to be a Wounded Warrior Quilt, made by the Camp Belles, a
Central District branch of the New York State Federation of Home Bureaus. It was presented
to him Tuesday night, Nov. 25, by Nancy Schosger and her husband, Francis "Bud" Schosger.
McKelvey’s parents, Bill and Glenda, and his wife, Kim, were there for the presentation.
"They let me know that they were planning something. I really didn’t have a whole idea of
what was going to go on. I’m very pleased," said McKelvey, of West Clarksville, who said he
served about four months in Kuwait. "The people that presented it to me, they know my
parents.
"It’s a patriotic quilt. All the pieces come together to make the American flag," he said. "I was
just speechless. You get so overwhelmed from the gift — that people care that much that
they’ll spend their time … I’m very grateful for what they’ve done."
McKelvey, 40, a Belfast Central School graduate and boat mechanic at Cuba Lake Marina,
has been in the Army National Guard for nine years. His contract with the Army National
Guard in Rochester requires him to serve four more years.
"My unit’s HSC 642nd Aviation Support Battalion. I’m an all-wheel mechanic. We worked
on a broad range of vehicles," he said. "It all depends on what’s broken. That’s what we fix
— anything from a fuel tanker to a Humvee or a forklift — anything that has to be done to
keep a mission going forward. We were pretty much doing maintenance in the motor pool
section. I supervised some enlisted soldiers."
McKelvey is dealing with ulcerative colitis, a disease he contracted while serving in Kuwait.
Ulcerative colitis is an inflammatory disease that affects the large intestine. He was brought
back home to continue treatment for his condition.
"We were just deployed overseas. They Medevaced me out of Kuwait and they sent me to
Fort Belvoir, Va., to the Wounded Warrior program there," he said. From there, McKelvey
was taken to Bath VA Medical Center.
"It took me almost a month and a half to get me from Kuwait to the states. I think I landed in
Virginia the first of May. I flew back home into Bradford (Pa.) airport at the end of June."
"Every person’s body reacts differently to different medications," he said. "I’ve been working
with the Bath VA and the Buffalo VA. It’s under control, but there’s days you have flareups.
It never goes away."

Read more:
http://www.wellsvilledaily.com/article/20141203/News/141209896#ixzz3LJ2te400

70 Soldiers of Army National Guard Receive Special 'Thank You'
Time Warner: December 6, 2014

They may have arrived home in September, but how these men and women served our
country, is worth one more 'thank you.'
"It's a huge honor to come back and have all of this for us," Sgt. Tyler Clough, 642nd
Aviation Support Battalion said.
The brigade was in Kuwait for 10 months. While there, they kept 44 army aircrafts in the sky
to support missions across the region. On Saturday, surrounded by friends, family and fellow
members of the National Guard, these men and women were celebrated in a 'Freedom Salute'
ceremony.
Ceremonies like this one began back in 2003. It's a nationwide way to recognize members of
the Army National Guard for their service in operations such as Iraqi Freedom, or Enduring
Freedom.
“It means a lot, you know, feeling good about people and us helping out the country,”
Specialist Justin Hare, 642nd Aviation Support Battalion said.
Soldiers like Specialist Hare and Sgt. Clough weren't the only ones getting recognized.
"It's nice to show the families their appreciation because it is just as hard for them as it is for
us to be gone that long," Clough said.
Kelly Zubert knows that all too well.
"I was really proud of him, glad he came home, but it was rough,” Zubert, a mother to a
soldier in the brigade said.
Zubert's son was deployed for the first time. She said getting a special 'thank you,' herself was
greatly appreciated. But, really this day is all about them.
"I just want to say 'thank you' to them all," Zubert said. "For their service, dedication, I just
love them all."
After spending a year together, defending our freedoms and protecting others' Clough said the
salute was the final chapter in their mission.
"(This is) closing it all together," Clough said.

http://rochester.twcnews.com/content/news/790816/70-soldiers-of-army-national-guardreceive-special--thank-you-/

