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109th Airlift Wing
New York Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing will participate in Canadian
Forces Arctic exercise
Nationalguard.mil: April 10, 2014 :

STRATTON AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, SCOTIA - Nearly 40 Airmen and two LC130 ski-equipped aircraft from the 109th Airlift Wing will be demonstrating their vast
capabilities on the arctic ice as they join the Canadian Forces on Friday to participate in
Canada's annual Operation Nunalivut Exercise.

Canada's Joint Task Force-North has been conducting this exercise in and around the area of
Resolute Bay, Nunavut, Canada, since 2007. This will be the first year the 109th will
participate.
This year more than 250 people will be involved in the exercise, including the Canadian
Army, the Royal Canadian Navy Fleet Diving Unit, divers from the U.S. Navy, and the Royal
Canadian Air Forces 440 (Transport) Squadron.
The New York Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing team, which will consist of
maintainers and aircrew, will be operating out of Resolute Bay and Thule Air Base,
Greenland, during the weeklong exercise. Shortly after arriving, maintainers and operations
Airmen will establish a "skiway" camp in the vicinity of Resolute Bay to support LC-130
flight operations.
"We see on the horizon the need for aircraft capabilities to meet Arctic taskings," said Lt.
Col. Clifford Souza, 109th Operations Group who will be the lead 109th officer on the
exercise.
"We're trying to get out ahead of it and demonstrate LC-130 capabilities. So we're taking
advantage of this exercise – we want to develop joint capabilities and interoperability with the
Canadian Arctic Forces because they have a need to maintain an airlift reach throughout the
high arctic," he explained.
The Canadians have ski-equipped CC-138 Twin-Otter aircraft which don't have the lift
capacity or range the 109th LC-130s have.
The 109th will help bring fuel and supplies to the forward-deployed locations during the
exercise. Normally Canadian aircraft would do this, but the LC-130 is able to do in one trip
what they would need to do in 10, Souza said.
"That shows interoperability and integration between the U.S. and Canada to jointly develop
capabilities for the future to operate in the Arctic," Souza said.
"The Canadians are very interested in what we can provide," he said. "We're also taking
advantage of the opportunity to demonstrate those capabilities to set up an expeditionary
skiway on the sea-ice. That has significance for search and rescue, because now we have the
ability to go somewhere where there's no runway, set up a ski landing site on sea ice which
can provide a forward staging area for personnel, supplies and fuel to increase the operating
radius of other aircraft."
While the 109th AW's primary mission is to support the National Science Foundation in
Antarctica and Greenland, in the past "the unit existed to support military customers from the
high arctic," Souza said. This is the opportunity for the 109th AW to show that they can still
support those missions if needed.

In 1975, the 109th received their first ski-equipped LC-130s and assumed the responsibility
of resupply missions for the Greenland ice cap's radar stations.
Since then, the 109th Airlift Wing has provided the U.S. military's only ski-equipped aircraft,
which has been supporting polar research in the Arctic and Antarctic since 1988. Since 1999,
the unit has been the sole provider of this type of airlift to the National Science Foundation
and U.S. Antarctic research efforts.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/8633/new-york-airnational-guards-109th-airlift-wing-will-participate-in-canadian-fo.aspx
Return to top

New York Air National Guard 109th Airlift Wing prepares to head to the Arctic
Circle
WRGB Thursday, April 10 2014:

SCOTIA -- Thursday was a busy day at the Stratton Air National Guard base in Scotia. 40
Airmen are gearing up to head to the Arctic Circle for one week. The 109th Airlift Wing will
be teaming up with Canada for the first time. They'll be taking the LC-130 Ski Equipped
Aircraft Friday. The exercise will set up a skiway camp near Resolute Bay, so that the ski
aircraft can land there for future missions.
"With the emphasis on global warming they're interested because there is going to be
increased maritime traffic up through the Northwest passage, and the Canadians are very
interested in ensuring that they have the strategic reach to get to some of those locations in
time of emergency," says Lt. Col. Clifford Souza, who is leading the mission.
The Stratton Air National Guard Base is home to the only ten ski-equipped cargo planes in
the entire United States military. They can operate as long as the temperatures are about -50
degree's Celsius. But, where they're going right now is already about -30. While they can
operate it still can pose some challenges.
"It's been awhile since we've gone out and actually landed on the sea ice, up in the high arctic.
So that will be some of the initial challenges, just practicing those tactics, techniques and
procedures, and obviously with our maintenance folks, people that are going to be on the
ground it's just developing those capabilities, to operate for an extended period of time, at a
remote location where it's extremely cold," says Souza.
We're told the haven't landed on sea ice in 15 years. most of their operations have been in
Antarctica and Greenland. Lt. Col. Souza says this mission should be easier, because it's less
distance, and right at sea level. They take off Friday, and are expected to be there one week.

http://www.cbs6albany.com/news/features/top-story/stories/new-york-air-national-guard109th-airlift-wing-prepares-head-arctic-circle-15309.shtml
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NY Air Guard unit aiding Canada military exercise .
Associated Press: April 10, 2014:

SCOTIA, N.Y. — The New York-based Air National Guard unit that flies annual missions to
Antarctica is heading north to participate in a Canadian military exercise.
New York National Guard officials are holding a news conference Thursday morning at the
Stratton Air National Guard Base in Schenectady County to discuss Friday's mission to the
Arctic Circle.
The base in Scotia is home to the Air National Guard's 109th Airlift Wing, which flies
missions to Antarctica and Greenland. The unit's LC-130 cargo planes are the U.S. military's
only ski-equipped aircraft.
Nearly 40 New York airmen and two aircraft are joining Canadian forces for an annual
exercise around the area of Resolute Bay in Nunavut, one of Canada's northernmost
communities. The 109th will help bring fuel and supplies to remote locations during the
exercise.
—Copyright 2014 Associated Press
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP47b9c6a814984c1ca5e51fc6773f1f14.html
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U.S. And Canadian Forces Work Together In Arctic
Ottawa Citizen: April 9, 2014.:

STRATTON AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, SCOTIA — Nearly 40 Airmen and two LC130 ski-equipped aircraft from the 109th Airlift Wing will be demonstrating their vast
capabilities on the Arctic ice as they join the Canadian Forces on Friday, April 11 to
participate in Canada’s annual Operation Nunalivut Exercise. ??Canada’s Joint Task Force-

North has been conducting this exercise in and around the area of Resolute Bay, Nunavut,
Canada, since 2007. This will be the first year the 109th will participate.?
?This year more than 250 people will be involved in the exercise, including the Canadian
Army, the Royal Canadian Navy Fleet Diving Unit, divers from the U.S. Navy, and the Royal
Canadian Air Forces 440 (Transport) Squadron.??The New York Air National Guard’s 109th
Airlift Wing team, which will consist of maintainers and aircrew, will be operating out of
Resolute Bay and Thule Air Base, Greenland during the weeklong exercise.
Shortly after arriving, maintainers and operations Airmen will establish a “skiway” camp in
the vicinity of Resolute Bay to support LC-130 flight operations.??”We see on the horizon the
need for aircraft capabilities to meet Arctic taskings,” said Lt. Col. Clifford Souza, 109th
Operations Group who will be the lead 109th officer on the exercise.??”We’re trying to get
out ahead of it and demonstrate LC-130 capabilities. So we’re taking advantage of this
exercise – we want to develop joint capabilities and interoperability with the Canadian Arctic
Forces because they have a need to maintain an airlift reach throughout the high arctic,” he
explained.??
The Canadians have ski-equipped CC-138 Twin-Otter aircraft which don’t have the lift
capacity or range the 109th LC-130s have.?The 109th will help bring fuel and supplies to the
forward-deployed locations during the exercise. Normally Canadian aircraft would do this,
but the LC-130 is able to do in one trip what they would need to do in 10, Souza said.??”That
shows interoperability and integration between the U.S. and Canada to jointly develop
capabilities for the future to operate in the Arctic,” Souza said.??”The Canadians are very
interested in what we can provide,” he said. “We’re also taking advantage of the opportunity
to demonstrate those capabilities to set up an expeditionary skiway on the sea-ice.
That has significance for search and rescue, because now we have the ability to go
somewhere where there’s no runway, set up a ski landing site on sea ice which can provide a
forward staging area for personnel, supplies and fuel to increase the operating radius of other
aircraft.”??While the 109th AW’s primary mission is to support the National Science
Foundation in Antarctica and Greenland, in the past “the unit existed to support military
customers from the high arctic,” Souza said.
This is the opportunity for the 109th AW to show that they can still support those missions if
needed.??In 1975, the 109th received their first ski-equipped LC-130s and assumed the
responsibility of resupply missions for the Greenland ice cap’s radar stations.??Since then, the
109th Airlift Wing has provided the U.S. military’s only ski-equipped aircraft, which has
been supporting polar research in the Arctic and Antarctic since 1988. Since 1999, the unit
has been the sole provider of this type of airlift to the National Science Foundation and U.S.
Antarctic research efforts.
http://blogs.ottawacitizen.com/2014/04/09/u-s-and-canadian-forces-work-together-in-arctic/
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NY Air National Guard heading to the deep freeze
WGY: April 10th 2014:

Just when it's starting to warm up here in the Capital Region, about 40 members of the Scotiabased 109th Airlift Wing are heading to frigid cold of the Canadian Arctic Friday.
2 C-130's are flying to Resolute Bay where it's about 20 degrees below zero.
They'll spend about a week working with Canadian military on search and rescue training.
New York Air National Guard Lt. Col. Cliff Souza says another challenge they'll face is
landing the big transport plane on a different surface.
Souza adds it's easier to fly at sea level than the higher elevations of Antarctica.
http://www.wgy.com/articles/capital-region-news-312698/ny-air-national-guard-heading-to12241731
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109th Airlift Wing embarks on Canadian mission
TWC News: April 10, 2014:

SCOTIA, N.Y. -- The massive grey aircrafts are the only LC-130 ski-equipped planes in the
country, and they are stationed right here at the Air National Guard Base in Scotia.
"We obviously have a responsibility to provide military ski support to commanders in the
polar regions," said Lt. Col. Cliff Souza, the Chief of Tactics.
On Friday, two of the aircrafts, and 40 men from the base will be taking off to participate in a
bi-lateral exercise in Canada to support military operations important in emergency situations.
The exercise marks the first trip of its kind.
"We have the ability with the ski plane to go out and land and set up operations at locations
that might act as a staging area for other search and rescue forces," said Souza.

He is in charge of the mission. Souza said the biggest challenge for his men will be at the very
beginning of the week-long mission, landing safely.
Souza said, "We haven't gone out to land on the sea ice in about 15 years up in the high
arctic."
The 109th Wing will be able to bring fuel and supplies to the staged deployed locations in one
trip. It would take the aircrafts used by the Canadian Airforce ten trips.
Souza said this is the first time in recent history the two nations are working together, and
with an expected increase in need for aircrafts in the Arctic, working simultaneously is
important.
"We have the capabilities and knowledge to do that here in Schenectady, but we can't always
be the ones going out and building these things ourselves. so we need to work with our
supporting customers," said Souza.
http://albany.twcnews.com/content/news/capital_region/724006/109th-airlift-wing-embarkson-canadian-mission/
Return to top

NY National Guard gets arctic practice
WNYT, April 10, 2014:

The New York Air National Guard is getting some practice in the arctic.
The 109th Airlift Wing Division, is participating in an exercise with Canadian forces.
They have the only ski airlift provider for the department of defense, which is why they were
called to help with the training.
As for their biggest challenges, they say it's the cold and the isolation.
“Up in the artic, it's also very isolated we're at and the polar bears are actually very much a
threat there, so we have to be armed and ready for those guys too,” said Lt. Col. Cliff Souza.
They will be flying in temperatures around 20 degrees below zero.
http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S3395288.shtml?cat=300
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174th Attack Wing
Investigation into drone crash nearing completion
WRVO: April 8, 2014 :

The Air Force's investigation into the crash of a drone aircraft into Lake Ontario last fall is
nearing completion and should be made public later this spring.
Investigators from the Air Force Investigations Board wrapped up the on-site investigation at
Hancock Airfield on March 20, according to 174th Air Guard Attack Wing spokeswoman
Maj. Sandy Stoquert.
Investigators did not give the 174th a preliminary report or portions of its finding yet,
Stoquert said.
The MQ-9 Reaper drone crashed into Lake Ontario about 12 miles from Oswego while on a
training mission out of Fort Drum on Nov. 12, 2013. Search crews found only pieces of the
unmanned aircraft in the days following. The recovery efforts have been deemed complete.
Operations at the 174th were halted temporarily following the crash and preliminary
investigation. The guard unit has asserted its program is safe.
The 174th has been operating drones for overseas missions out of remote cockpits at Hancock
Airfield since 2010. And it flies training missions in military airspace over Lake Ontario and
the Adirondack Moutains.
http://wrvo.org/post/investigation-drone-crash-nearing-completion

Return to top

42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Department of Defense Photo Essay
www.defense.gov: April 7, 2014:

U.S. Soldiers Conduct Weapons Qualification Near Camp Buehring

A U.S. soldier conducts live-fire training for the annual weapons qualification near Camp
Buehring, Kuwait, March 26th, 2014. The soldier is assigned to the 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade. New York National Guard photo by U.S. Army Sgt. Harley Jelis
http://www.defense.gov/photoessays/PhotoEssaySS.aspx?ID=5004
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Afghanistan
US soldier and Afghan interpreter campaign for US visas
BBC: April 7, 2014 :

(Note: Matt Zeller is a former NYARNG officer Now serving in the Army Reserve )
Former US Army intelligence officer Matt Zeller fought for years to get a visa for the
interpreter who saved his life in Afghanistan.
Janis Shinwari arrived in the US in October 2013 with his wife and two children. He says he
no longer has to fear the Taliban, but he worries about the interpreters still in the country who
face death threats.
Now Zeller and Shinwari are working together again - on a campaign to help more Afghans
who worked with US forces get visas.
The US State Department has said that it is processing visa requests more quickly now than in
the past. In 2014, up to 3,000 visas will be issued to Afghans who worked with US armed
forces.
But Zeller and Shinwari say that more still needs to be done.
Produced by Brajesh Upadhyay and Ashley Semler; filmed by John Landy; edited by Bill
McKenna
First Person is a series of video features published every Monday on the BBC News website
which tells the stories of unique individuals from all walks of life in their own words.
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-26858086
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Counter Drug Task Force
Group gathers in worry over heroin
Post Star: April 7 2014 :

QUEENSBURY -- Candace Stefanik has been involved with the Air National Guard’s
Counterdrug Task Force for 13 years, and the drug problem the region has to confront, which
has been dubbed “pharmageddon,” is the most confounding she has seen.
“I’ve never seen anything like what’s going on today ... It’s been a perfect storm,” said
Stefanik, a master sergeant and former emergency room nurse, during a presentation Monday.
“We are preparing an entire nation for opiate abuse that we didn’t see coming.”
Years of abuse of strong opioid prescription painkillers has resulted in more and more people
turning to heroin to replace pills they can’t get or which are too expensive. The result has
been a dramatic increase in heroin use, overdose deaths and drug-related crime, Stefanik told
nearly 160 educators, health care professionals, treatment providers and law enforcement
officers.
The event was organized by the Council for Prevention of Hudson Falls, where Executive
Director David Saffer and staff have helped pull together a regional task force to confront the
problem as warning signs grow.
“We’re finding this to be the most insidious drug issue we’ve seen in years,” Saffer said. “We
really want to raise awareness that this is a public health problem, not a law enforcement
problem.”
Stefanik spoke for more than an hour about the trends in drug abuse and the reasons the
opioid problem have spiraled. Drug overdose deaths have quadrupled over the past decade
and overtaken car crashes as the leading cause of death among young people, she said.
The opioid problem began when prescription painkillers became more prevalent, so that many
more people had access to them and some became unwittingly addicted after medical
procedures.
But a crackdown on prescription abuse has forced more people to turn to an opioid street drug
— heroin — which is easier to get and cheaper then prescription drugs.
Heroin is purer now, which means users don’t have to use the unsavory process of sticking
needles into their veins.
“You’re really starting to see an increase in the purity of heroin, which is really a dangerous
trend,” Stefanik said. “Now that you can snort it or smoke it, kids tend to think it’s not a big
deal.”

Users don’t understand how quickly they can become addicted, she added.
While progress has been made toward stemming prescription painkiller abuse, Stefanik
warned of a powerful new prescription opioid pain reliever called zohydro that is coming onto
the market. Massachusetts has already banned its sale, but other states have not despite
concerns about its potency.
“You will see lots of overdoses from this,” she said.
While many people realize there is a problem, upstate New York has a shortage of treatment
options and treatment facility beds, Stefanik said. Jails that weren’t created to be
detoxification centers are being forced to deal with the issue.
The presentation ended with a robust question-and-answer session, with those in attendance
sharing information about data, trends and services that are available.
Among the problems identified was the difficulty people being treated for opioid addiction
have paying for the prescription drug Suboxone to wean them off heroin. Addicts can have a
hard time getting prescription insurance coverage, but without it may not be able to afford
Suboxone. Many who can’t afford the drug return to heroin, despite the progress they initially
made.
Attendees from as far away as Schoharie and Clinton counties gathered for the event at The
Great Escape Lodge, hoping to educate themselves about the issues involved.
Among them was Doug Terbeek, executive director of The Prevention Team of Essex
County. Terbeek said prescription drug and heroin abuse is a growing problem in Essex
County as it is in Warren and Washington counties.
Warren County Probation Supervisor Mark Sager said probation officers in the region see the
issue in their caseloads.
“We’re very concerned about this because it’s an increasing problem,” Sager said.
http://poststar.com/news/local/group-gathers-in-worry-over-heroin/article_218a7972-be9711e3-a225-0019bb2963f4.html
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Eastern Air Defense Sector
Upstate NY honor guard member earns national award

Wall Street Journal: April 5, 2014:

ROME, N.Y. — A member of the New York Air National Guard has been named the Air
National Guard's Honor Guard Program Member of the Year.
New York National Guard officials say Tech. Sgt. Amy Ough (uhf) of West Winfield in
Herkimer County has won the national award for her dedication to performing honor guard
duties while assigned to the Eastern Air Defense Sector.
That's based at Griffiss Business and Technology Park in Rome.
As winner of the New York State Honor Guard Program Member of the Year, she'll compete
against the active duty Air Force and Air Force Reserve winners for the Honor Guard member
award for the entire U.S. Air Force.
The New York Air and Army National Guard's honor guard teams provide military honors for
local veterans' funerals.
http://online.wsj.com/article/AP9bfa3044b8ec41ebb6bd3687a059a4dd.html
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Upstate NY honor guard member earns national award; winner is assigned to
Air Guard unit
The Republic: April 05, 2014:

ROME, New York — A member of the New York Air National Guard has been named the
Air National Guard's Honor Guard Program Member of the Year.
New York National Guard officials say Tech. Sgt. Amy Ough (uhf) of West Winfield in
Herkimer County has won the national award for her dedication to performing honor guard
duties while assigned to the Eastern Air Defense Sector.
That's based at Griffiss Business and Technology Park in Rome.
As winner of the New York State Honor Guard Program Member of the Year, she'll compete
against the active duty Air Force and Air Force Reserve winners for the Honor Guard member
award for the entire U.S. Air Force.
The New York Air and Army National Guard's honor guard teams provide military honors for
local veterans' funerals.
http://www.therepublic.com/w/NY--Honor-Guard-NY-Winner
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Herkimer County Sergeant Wins National Award
CNY News: April 7m 2014 :

ROME, N.Y. (AP) — A member of the New York Air National Guard has been named the
Air National Guard’s Honor Guard Program Member of the Year.
New York National Guard officials say Tech. Sgt. Amy Ough of West Winfield in Herkimer
County has won the national award for her dedication to performing honor guard duties while
assigned to the Eastern Air Defense Sector.
That’s based at Griffiss Business and Technology Park in Rome.
As winner of the New York State Honor Guard Program Member of the Year, she’ll compete
against the active duty Air Force and Air Force Reserve winners for the Honor Guard member
award for the entire U.S. Air Force.
The New York Air and Army National Guard’s honor guard teams provide military honors
for local veterans’ funerals.
http://cnynews.com/herkimer-county-sergeant-wins-national-award/
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West Winfield Resident is Top Honor Guard Member
Madison County Courier: April 6, 2014:

(Rome, West Winfield, NY – April 2014) New York Air National Guard Tech. Sgt. Amy
Ough of the Eastern Air Defense Sector is the Air National Guard Honor Guard Program
Member of the Year.
“Winning a national award in an organization of 106,000 people is a remarkable
accomplishment,” said Col. Wade Dewey, EADS Commander. “On behalf of the unit, I want
to say congratulations to Tech. Sgt. Ough. All the men and women of the Eastern Air Defense
Sector are so proud of her. She has spent countless hours of personal time performing honor
guard duties and this award is well-deserved recognition of that selfless dedication.”

EADS honor guard supports numerous high-profile events such as Syracuse University
basketball games, Memorial Day parades and Veterans Day events. The honor guard’s
primary task, however, is providing military honors for local veterans’ funerals. EADS
supported nearly 40 funerals last year and Ough participated in more than a quarter of them.
A West Winfield resident, Ough transitioned from the active-duty Air Force to the New York
Air National Guard in 2002 and has served on the unit’s honor guard for the last 10 years.
Ough was also the winner of this year’s New York State Honor Guard Program Member of
the Year.
Ough will now go on to compete against the active duty Air Force and Air Force Reserve
winners for the Honor Guard member award for the entire Air Force.
The Eastern Air Defense Sector is headquartered at Griffiss Business and Technology Park in
Rome.
http://madisoncountycourier.com/?p=54647
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Iraq War
The Guard Surge in Iraq
National Guard: March, 2014:

In 2005, active-Army brigades couldn’t provide the bulk of maneuver forces in Iraq and begin
to reset for the future. What did Army leaders do? They called out the Guard
IT SURE SEEMED LIKE COMBAT. Just ask anyone who was there.
Nearly two full years after President George W. Bush had declared the end of major combat
operations in Iraq on May 1, 2003, the Army National Guard was up to its neck in combat
during Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF).
In fact, 2005 was the Guard’s biggest year over there. It provided the bulk of the Army’s
combat force against an enemy of insurgents who didn’t wear uniforms and refused to stand
and fight. That chapter of the Guard’s history was already being written in March 2004.
Thousands of Guard soldiers in brigades from North Carolina and Georgia to Hawaii were
preparing to be mobilized or training to deploy to such deadly places as the Sunni Triangle.

The headquarters of New York’s renowned 42nd Infantry Division was gearing up to take
charge of Task Force Liberty in the north-central sector of that distant land. It was the first
time since the Korean War 53 years earlier that a Guard division headquarters mobilized for
combat operations. Some 22,000 troops, including two active-component Army brigades and
two other Guard brigades, would eventually fall under its command.
Other smaller units, including the famed 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry, from New York and the
617th Military Police Company from Kentucky, also distinguished themselves in Iraq in 2005
while serving under other Army commands.
For most people, the “surge” in Iraq began in early 2007 when Bush ordered 20,000
additional U.S. troops to Iraq to bolster security in Baghdad and Al Anbar Province. But 2005
was the year of the Guard’s surge.
The Army needed the manpower for a number of reasons, primarily because “the pipe dream
of an easy war didn’t turn out that way,” recalls retired Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum, the chief of
the National Guard Bureau at that time. “Unfortunately, 2004 wasn’t a good year in Iraq, and
much of the active Army was essentially tapped out between that and Afghanistan. The Iraqi
insurgency remained very difficult to deal with, and it was clear that we were going to be in
Iraq for the foreseeable future.
“To get to the point where it could implement the Army Force Generation and reset some of
the active force to put it into a predictable rotation schedule, the Army asked the Guard to
assume the bulk of the combat load in Iraq during 2005. We did that to buy the Army time to
come up with a plan for a predictable force generation model that included Army Guard
forces.”
Army officials had also targeted 2005 to begin transforming their active-component combat
brigades into the modular concept. This reorganization turned the units into brigade combat
teams.
The Guard had 69,147 soldiers serving in Iraq in March 2005 and, more significantly, at one
point that year provided eight of the Army’s 15 combat brigades, noted Lt. Col. Brett Criqui
of the Army Guard’s Mobilization and Readiness Division in June 2012. Some of the
brigades were waiting to replace other Guard brigades.
Then, in early September, nearly 50,000 Army and Air Guardsmen from every state, territory
and the District of Columbia converged on the Gulf Coast in the days after Hurricane Katrina
to help countless Americans there who had no food, no water, no power and no homes.
“At a time when the Army Guard was experiencing its finest hour in combat overseas in more
than 60 years, it simultaneously experienced its finest hour in domestic operations since the
Civil War,” Blum says. “If you were a member of the National Guard in 2005, you have a lot
to be proud of.”

It took the Guard considerably longer to ramp up for Iraq than it did for Katrina, but it didn’t
take long for Guard combat leaders to figure out what was going on. All told, more than four
times as many Army Guard soldiers received OIF orders during fiscal year 2004 than had
received them during the previous year, according to statistics furnished by the National
Guard Bureau. Something was clearly brewing.
“It’s a changed paradigm,” Richard Stark, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington, D.C., told USA Today in December 2004. “We have
completely crossed the line in terms of what it is to be a citizen-soldier.”
Boots on the Ground
The change began in October and November 2003 when the 30th Infantry Brigade from
North Carolina, the 39th Infantry Brigade from Arkansas and the 81st Armored Brigade from
Washington state mobilized. Their tours as part of the second rotation of U.S. forces into Iraq
lasted into the spring of 2005, according to a Guard Bureau timeline.
Georgia’s 48th Infantry Brigade mobilized in January 2004 and New York’s 42nd Division
officially began mobilizing and training that May. All told, 13 Guard brigades of between
2,700 and 4,200 soldiers were part of the call-ups from 2003 to 2005, with 12 serving in Iraq
at some point in 2005 (Chart, page 26).
“We were originally on track to go to Kosovo prior to the shift in mission to Iraq,” recalls
Col. John Andonie, who went to Iraq as the 42nd’s deputy operations officer. “I think we all
saw the signs that the Guard would have a prominent part of OIF III [the third rotation of U.S.
forces to Iraq] as we saw different Guard units getting mobilized along with us. We knew we
were part of something much larger.”
Nicknamed the “Rainbow Division” because it encompassed Guard units from across the
country when it was organized for World War I in 1917, the 42nd, commanded in Iraq by
Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto, included personnel from 29 states. This included the Guard’s 116th
Cavalry Brigade from Idaho, the 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment from Tennessee, the 1st
and 3rd brigades from the active-component Army’s 3rd Infantry Division, and the Texas
Guard’s 3rd Battalion, 133rd Field Artillery.
Bringing all of those units together, including finance, personnel support and civil affairs
battalions from the Army Reserve, presented an extraordinary challenge, says Andonie,
especially because “we had a lot of units that weren’t used to working with a division
headquarters.
“But we certainly had one thing going for us,” the New York officer adds. “We were on a
very important mission, and I think everyone was focused on that mission which was to
restore stability to that region in Iraq.”
The same could be said for the 2nd Infantry Brigade, 28th Division, from Pennsylvania, the
29th Infantry Brigade from Hawaii, elements of the 32nd Infantry Brigade from Wisconsin,

the 56th Brigade from Texas, the 155th Armored Brigade from Mississippi, and the 256th
Infantry Brigade from Louisiana, all of which also took up positions in Iraq in 2005. The 1st
Infantry Brigade of Minnesota’s 34th Infantry Division was mobilized for OIF in late 2005
but did not deploy until 2006.
Some of the brigades that deployed in 2004 and 2005 did so with many new faces.
The 39th Infantry Brigade, for example, was technically 700 soldiers short when alerted due
in large part to the way the Army Guard accounts for new recruits. A recruit in the active
component comes to a unit only after he or she has completed basic training and advanced
individual training. In the Guard, however, the recruit is part of the unit when the soldier signs
up. This meant the brigade had more than 500 soldiers who were considered non-deployable
because they had not completed their initial training.
This shortage led unit leaders to consolidate available manning into two infantry battalions
and to ask the NGB to provide additional soldiers. The Guard Bureau filled the need by
alerting Oregon’s 2nd Battalion, 162nd Infantry, and smaller elements from other states.
When it arrived in Iraq, the 39th Infantry Brigade included Guard soldiers from 10 states.
Areas of Responsibility
Most of the brigades functioned as intact formations in Iraq, successfully performing the
large-scale “landowner” operations some Army leaders say require too much training for the
Guard to perform in the future.
One exception was the 2,700-member Hawaiian brigade that had to coordinate assets from
American Samoa, Guam, Saipan and four mainland states, says Col. Kenneth Hara, who
commanded an infantry battalion.
The 29th didn’t have its own operational area. The headquarters element provided security for
Logistics Support Area Anaconda in Balad,Hara says, but its combat battalions were attached
to other units.
It also required many soldiers to fight a different kind of war than they had trained for,
acknowledges Lt. Col. Thomas Friloux who deployed with Louisiana’s 256th as an infantry
battalion operations officer.
That was a mechanized infantry brigade that had gone through a National Training Center
rotation in 2001. Those soldiers had trained for high-intensity conflict against a standing
army. Now they were being deployed for low-intensity, counter-insurgency operations,
Friloux adds. It was a new mission. The people had acquired a lot of the training that they
needed to fight any kind of war. But they had to fine-tune the skills they needed in Iraq.
The Guard troops served in the eastern and most heavily-populated part of Iraq, next to Iran,
under Army and Marine divisions, including the 1st Cavalry, the 3rd Infantry, the 2nd
Marines and two Marine expeditionary forces.

They were based in many places—in and around Baghdad and its airport, in northern
locations such as Kirkuk and As Sulaymaniyah, and in Al Hillah and elsewhere between
Baghdad and Kuwait.They faced death every day in the Sunni Triangle.
Besides commanding two of the 3rd Infantry’s brigades, New York’s Rainbow Division
assumed control of its sector from the 1st Infantry Division on Feb. 14, 2005, and turned it
over to the 101st Airborne in November.
“The significance of being in a lineup with such legendary Army divisions as the Big Red
One, the (Rock of the) Marne, and the Screaming Eagles is not lost upon us,” says Taluto. “It
has forever added to the esteem of the 42nd’s own history.”
It was demanding, dangerous and dirty duty.
“We knew when we came into theater it was going to be a very volatile situation,” says
Andonie. “Enemy incidents or attacks were ranging from 40 to 60 a day. I mean small-arms
attacks and IED explosions that would hurt our soldiers and destroy vehicles. … And it was a
major issue when we had a sandstorm. ”
The missions included helping to keep the country stable during the high-profile national
legislative elections on Jan. 30, rooting out weapons caches, making highways safe for
convoys, training Iraqi security forces, and capturing or killing insurgents.
That between 76 and 89 percent of registered voters in Kirkuk, As Sulaymaniyah, Diyala and
the Salah Ad Din province turned out to vote is reflected in the 42nd’s after-action report.
So are the following:
-Supervising the completion of 1,400 construction projects worth $757 million and plotting
the progress of another 800 projects worth $1.63 billion in the north-central region;
-Helping to expand that region’s Iraqi army forces from one division, four brigades and 14
battalions to two divisions, five brigades and 18 battalions;
-Conducting more than 4,500 raids, nearly half either led by Iraqis or performed by Iraqis on
their own;
-Identifying and removing 425 weapons caches; and
-Killing nearly 300 terrorists and capturing 2,000 more, including nine of the division’s most
wanted men.
Guard brigade leaders can cite similar accomplishments.
Significant Moments

Though there were many successes, there were also somber moments. The fratricide of two
42nd Division officers with a Claymore mine in Tikrit in June cast a pall over the
deployment.
It fell to another Guard battalion, New York’s 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry, to secure the 7½
miles of Route Irish between the Baghdad Airport and the Green Zone from repeated, even
suicidal, ambushes that threatened that important commercial corridor.
That required surging soldiers into surrounding neighborhoods to disrupt the attacks, putting
up barriers to control the traffic flow, and working with Iraqi special police to screen traffic
coming on and off the highway, explains Maj. Sean Flynn, who commanded Company B in
2005 and who became the battalion’s commander earlier this year.
And soldiers from Kentucky’s 617th Military Police Company earned their bones on March
30 when they tore into insurgents who ambushed a supply convoy that the Guard squad was
shadowing. Those soldiers, including Sgt. Leigh Ann Hester, flanked, attacked and killed 27
enemy personnel, wounded six more and captured one.
Hester, who was 23, became the first woman since World War II to receive the Silver Star for
exceptional valor, and the first woman to receive that medal for direct combat. Her squad
leader, Staff Sgt. Timothy Nein, received a Distinguished Service Cross, and Spc. Jason Mike
also was awarded a Silver Star.
Others were not so fortunate. The spike in Guard numbers brought a corresponding spike in
Guard casualties. The year of the Guard surge, 2005, was the Guard‘s deadliest year during
the global war on terrorism, according to Defense Department casualty reporting. A total of
183 soldiers died in OIF that year compared to 111 in 2004 and 62 in 2006.
The deadliest single incident, on Jan. 6, killed seven “Black Sheep” from Louisiana’s 256th
Brigade, including a Guard medic from New York. A roadside bomb destroyed their Bradley
fighting vehicle near Baghdad.
“You felt it in the bottom of your stomach anytime any soldier in the brigade was lost,”
Friloux says. “There had been some losses in the task force, but that one was pretty
significant. It brought to light the significance of what was going on. It was eye-opening.”
Other units experienced similar days. Two groups of five Pennsylvania Guard soldiers made
the ultimate sacrifice on separate dates in August and September. Four from Mississippi were
killed on May 23, and four from Georgia died July 30.
Overall, what did the successful surge for OIF III mean for the Guard? Sean Flynn, who has
written a book about his battalion’s activities since 9/11, and Blum offer a couple of
perspectives.
“I think most people look at the country as pre-9/11 and post-9/11,” says Flynn. “But I think
you can really look at the National Guard as pre-OIF III and post-OIF III because that was

really the sea change that changed the Guard from its old tiered readiness posture into an
operational reserve. When we came out of OIF III, the Guard across the entire nation was a
fully operational reserve of the Army.”
Blum says 2005 made Congress realize that the Guard was operating in the post-9/11
environment under mobilization guidelines that had existed since 1903 and that the Guard
“was long overdue” for a statutory overhaul.
“The world had changed,” he says, “but the laws that governed the National Guard beyond its
constitutional mandate hadn’t changed with it.”
The Guard’s performance in Iraq also fueled the congressional effort to elevate the Guard in
the Pentagon, which began in 2008 with elevating the NGB chief to a four-star position and
turned the Guard Bureau into a joint activity of the Defense Department. A seat on the Joint
Chiefs of Staff followed in 2011.
“The Guard,” Blum says, “is now empowered like it’s never been in its history.”
BOB HASKELL is a retired Maine Army National Guard master sergeant and a freelance
journalist in Falmouth, Mass. He may be contacted at magazine@ ngaus.org.
http://nationalguardmagazine.com/article/The+Guard+Surge+in+Iraq/1667895/202623/article
.html
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Military Museum
New York State Military Museum announces spring schedule of events
Saratogian: April 4, 2014 :

SARATOGA SPRINGS-- The New York State Military Museum’s line up of weekend
programs for April, May and June ranges from baseball in the Civil War to the New York
National Guard’s role in the Battle of Saipan in World War II.
The programs take place at 2 p.m. Saturdays and are open to the public. With a few
exceptions they are free. To make reservations and for information, call 581-5100.
Two new temporary exhibits will also open at the Military Museum in April.

“For the Development of First-Class Fighting Men: Sports and the New York National Guard,
1890-1960” will feature artifacts and photographs from the Military Museum collection
which chronicle organized the history of sports in the New York National Guard.
Beginning in the late 19th century, sports and athletics such as boxing, basketball, and track
and field became a successful way for the New York National Guard to recruit and retain
soldiers as well as improve physical fitness and military skills. This collection of pictures,
trophies, uniforms and equipment illustrates the important role that sports played in the life of
Guardsmen.
The exhibit opens April 12.
“USS New York In Tribute “ outlines the history of the latest ship to carry the name New
York. The current USS New York is an amphibious landing ship designed to deploy Marines
on a hostile shore using the high-tech V-22 Osprey vertical takeoff and landing aircraft and
the massive Landing Craft Air Cushion or LCAC, a military hovercraft.
The ship incorporates steel from the destroyed World Trade Center towers in its bow stem.
The exhibit opens April 5.
Weekend programs
April 12: Play Ball! Baseball in the Civil War — Dave Hubbard, historic site interpreter at
Grant Cottage, discusses the growing popularity of the national pastime during the Civil War.
April 12: Genealogy Workshop — Tara Fantauzzi, professional genealogist and founder of
Capital Genealogy, will offer free individual consultations to develop a comprehensive
research plan to help uncover your family history. Reservations required.
April 26: Harlem’s Rattlers and the Great War: The Undaunted 369th Regiment and the
African American Quest for Equality — Based on his new book, historian Jeffrey Sammons
presents a fresh and detailed account of New York’s legendary African American regiment
during World War I and its place within the larger movement for African American equality.
May 3: World War I Seminar — The annual seminar of the World War I Historical
Association, New York-New England Chapter will feature seven speakers on the Financing
the War, Combat in East Africa, Italy’s Thermoplyae, the Battle of M. Grappa, Women in the
War, Air Reconnaissance on the Eastern Front, and an account of a French Air Force Pilot’s
Escapades. Advanced registration required, fee.
May 10: New York’s Missing Link: The Sullivan-Clinton Campaign, Then and Now —
Drawing on new research and using dramatic visuals, Robert Speigelman recounts the story
of the 1779 Sullivan-Clinton Campaign against New York’s Iroquois tribes and its farreaching effects.

May 10: Genealogy Workshop — Tara Fantauzzi, professional genealogist and founder of
Capital Genealogy, will offer free individual consultations to develop a comprehensive
research plan to help uncover your family history. Reservations required.
May 19: 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Bus Trip to West Point Museum and Academy — Special tour of
museum exhibits and academy grounds. $36 Friends members; $41 general public. Call for
information and reservations.
May 31: General Gordon Granger: The Savior of Chickamauga and the Man Behind
Juneteenth — Author Robert C. Conner reviews the career of New York Major General
Gordon Granger and his roles in the Battle of Chickamauga and the origin of Juneteenth, a
holiday celebrating the emancipation of enslaved peoples in the United States.
June 7: Battle of Saipan — Lieutenant Colonel Paul Fanning (ret), an avid historian of the
New York National Guard, details the harsh experiences of New York’s 27th Division during
this decisive battle of World War II’s Central Pacific Campaign.
June 14: New York State Battle Flag Collection — To celebrate Flag Day, NYS Military
Museum’s Curator Christopher Morton gives an overview of the history and conservation of
New York State’s Battle Flag collection which includes nearly 1,000 Civil War flags.
June 14: Genealogy Workshop — Tara Fantauzzi, professional genealogist and founder of
Capital Genealogy, will offer free individual consultations to develop a comprehensive
research plan to help uncover your family history. Reservations required.
http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20140405/new-york-state-military-museumannounces-spring-schedule-of-events
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New York Army National Guard
Army National Guard soldiers compete in the 'Best Warrior' competition at
Camp Smith in Cortlandt Manor
News 12: April 4, 2014 :

CORTLANDT MANOR - Army National Guard soldiers from around the state competed
Friday afternoon in the "Best Warrior" competition.
The competition was held at Camp Smith in Cortlandt Manor.

The soldiers’ physical fitness, endurance, marksmanship and military knowledge were put to
the test.
The winning soldier from the competition will go on to compete against representatives of the
Army and the United States Army Reserve.
http://westchester.news12.com/news/army-national-guard-soldiers-compete-in-the-bestwarrior-competition-at-camp-smith-in-cortlandt-manor-1.7612884
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Soldiers hone skills at ?Best Warrior Competition?
Fios1: April 4, 2014 :

Combatants undergo rigorous training, physical duress at event

http://www.fios1news.com/longisland/node/55413#.Uz_8wxZzomk
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NY Guardsmen score big in Best Warrior Competition
Army.mil:April 7, 2014:

By Sgt. Patricia Austin
CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, N.Y. (April 7, 2014) -- After days of difficult challenges,
two Soldiers have taken top honors in the New York Army National Guard's Best Warrior
Competition, held here Thursday through Saturday.
Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Dorvee and Spc. Caleb Longley have proven that they have what it takes to
represent New York at the northeast regional Best Warrior Competition.
Dorvee, a supply sergeant with the 1427th Transportation Battalion, is the winner of the
Active Guard and Reserve,or AGR, Non-Commissioned Officer category. Dorvee scored the
highest number of points in both NCO categories, and will therefore represent New York.

Sgt. Sean Massimo, a military policeman with the 442nd Military Police Company, is the
winner in the Traditional NCO category. Longley, an engineer with the 152nd Engineer
Support Company, is the winner in the Traditional Soldier category.
"I'm glad I got to come here," said Massimo, a resident of New Rochelle, N.Y. "I loved the
competition."
Both champions of each NCO category won by less than a point, said Command Sgt. Maj.
Frank Wicks, the New York National Guard senior enlisted adviser.
"This is the closest competition we've ever had," Wicks said.
The annual event tests competitors in a wide range of Soldier skills, including physical
fitness, military knowledge, endurance, marksmanship and land-navigation.
There are more than 10,000 Soldiers in the New York Army National Guard.
"We developed the events based on the skills that every Soldier should have," Wicks said. "It
makes me proud to see these Soldiers step up to the challenge in order to train with the
objective to be the best of the best."
Each day of the competition started early, ended late, and was filled with physically
demanding events with little time to rest in between. The second day of the competition began
at 5:30 a.m., with an Army Physical Fitness Test, where Soldiers performed a specified
number of push-ups and sit-ups, and completed a two-mile run within a specified time, based
on their ages.
"The stress from this brings out your weaknesses and helps you realize what you need to work
on," said Dorvee, a father of two and resident of Queensbury, N.Y. "I think this is beneficial
for every Soldier."
This year, rain and other unfavorable weather conditions did not deter the competitors from
trying their hardest.
"It was a very hard competition," said Longley, who lives in Pulaski, N.Y. "I felt prepared;
but you can only prepare so much."
That's because every competitor had to prove their physical and mental proficiency, while
also demonstrating that they could operate effectively under stress.
"The timeline for the events made transitioning extremely intense," said Dorvee. "I definitely
have a sense of accomplishment."
At the northeast region competition, Dorvee and Longley will compete against the Best
Warriors of Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine and
New Jersey.

"I'm nervous but I feel that this competition has really prepared me," said Longley. "I just
plan to keep training and to do my best."
The Region One competition is scheduled to take place May 13-15, in Camp Ethan Allen, Vt.
"I'm extremely proud of the competitors," said Wicks. "It's obvious that each of the units sent
the right Soldiers to this competition."
http://www.army.mil/article/123508/NY_Guardsmen_score_big_in_Best_Warrior_Competiti
on/
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New York Army National Guard Artillerymen Fire the Big Guns in Rain and
Snow at Fort Drum
DVIDS: April 8, 2014 :

Story by Sgt. J.P. Lawrence
FORT DRUM, N.Y.- New York Army National Guard Soldiers from the 1st Battalion 258th
Field Artillery endured rain, snow and Fort Drum mud in order to send rounds downrange
during weekend training April 3-6.
“When those guns go off, it’s going to be fun,” Spc. Daniel Bendettie said. Bendettie pointed
to the line of seven 105-millimeter howitzers nearby. “When you hear the woom! woom!
woom!”
For now, however, the cannons stayed silent as Soldiers of Alpha Battery, 1st Battalion 258
Field Artillery trained in the notorious rain and snow of Fort Drum, N.Y. on April 4.
The troops had been waiting to shoot all day.
The day began in a frenzy as they emplaced their howitzers as rapidly as possible. The rest of
the day was spent adjusting the cannons’ aim and waiting for permission to shoot. Each team
of soldiers worked together to keep the weapon ready as the rain fell and the mud got
muddier.
“The artillery is the king of battle,” Sgt. Michael Kovalik said. Kovalik is an ammo loader on
Gun 4. “Even though the infantry likes to take credit, we attack from above,” he added.

Battery A is part of the 258th Field Artillery Regiment, which fought in the War of 1812, the
Spanish American War, the United States Civil War, World War I, World War II, Operation
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.
The unit uses the M119 Howitzer, a lightweight artillery piece that can be easily airlifted by a
UH-60 or dropped by parachute out of a C-130.
The gun can pump a 105 millimeter round more than 8 miles downrange and do it eight times
in three minutes if need be. The M119s of the 1-258th are the big fist of the New York Army
National Guard’s 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team.
The troops shivered in their cold-weather clothing as rain began to fall again.
Sgt. Robert McNair, once a gunner from Long Island, prepared the ammo during what was
his last drill in the National Guard. His replacement, Sgt. Kelvin Lopez, sat as he prepped to
fire the weapon for the first time.
It was a bittersweet moment for McNair, who reminisced and bragged about when he was
fastest gunner around.
“When you’re shooting, you feel real powerful,” he said. “It’s so loud, and there’s a lot of
smog, and it feels like there’s nothing in the world except for you and your crew and the
gun.”
Eventually, the battery received permission to shoot. One shot – Woom! – fired from Gun 4,
and then another – Woom! – from Gun 5.
As the rain fell, the smoke from the guns drifted in the cold, stiff Fort Drum wind.
Read more: http://www.dvidshub.net/news/124894/new-york-army-national-guardartillerymen-fire-big-guns-rain-and-snow-fort-drum#ixzz2yNvrysrR
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