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106th Rescue Wing
106th Rescue Wing cuts ribbon opening Heritage Park to tell Wing's story
Defense Visual Information Distribution System: Sept.21, 2015 :

F.S. GABRESKI AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, WESTHAMPTON BEACH, N.Y.--A
project ten years in the making that tells the story of the 106th Rescue Wing was completed
on Sept. 12, 2015, as the 106 RQW Pride and Heritage Park was dedicated with a ribbon
cutting.
Here Airmen can see models of the aircraft the New York Air National Guard unit has flown
today and in the past and today.
A model F-102 Delta Dagger recalls the years 1920 to 1975 when the wing flew fighters
designed to shoot down Russian bombers. Models of the HH-60 Pavehawk rescue helicopter
and the HC-130 rescue version of the Hercules note the wings mission today as a rescue wing.
Heritage bricks engraved with the names of unit members and New York Air National Guard
members, both past and present, line the walkway leading to the park. The 106th Rescue
Wing Alumni Association supplies bricks for purchase and at the time of the park dedication,
112 imprinted bricks were in place.
"Having a heritage brick allows former and current members, and supporters of the wing to be
part of the base well into the future," explained retired Colonel Robert Landsiedel, former
vice wing commander, here, and president of the Alumni Association.
Funds from the sale of heritage bricks pay for annual scholarships awarded to wing members
in college, and their family members graduating from high school.

According to Air Force Instruction 84-103, "United States Air Force Heritage Program," the
United States Air Force is fully committed to preservation of its history. Heritage activities
form a vital part of the framework to recruit, train and sustain the force, providing education
and culture of the armed forces to military personnel and the public. The Alumni
Association looks to uphold the Air Force tradition of preservation with the opening of the
park.
"The Alumni Association embodies a connection to past members, tying them to current
members, helping to develop future airmen, and that's a wonderful thing," said Col. Thomas J.
Owens II, commander of the 106th Rescue Wing.
Airman 1st Class Conrad Tamberino, a member of the 106th Civil Engineering Squadron,
here, worked on the summer-long project of the park installation.
He plans to purchase a brick in the name of his father and former wing member, Senior
Master Sergeant Cary Tamberino, New York Air National Guard, retired. The younger
Tamberino had a daughter due within a week of the opening of the park.
"It would be awesome when she's old enough to show her my father's brick, to give her that
sense of pride that I had toward my father and the Air Force," said Tamberino of his soon-tobe-born daughter.
Senior Airman David Chan, of the 106th Rescue Wing Civil Engineering Squadron, took part
in placing the heritage bricks and recognized significance in the Pride and Heritage Park.
"The bricks represent individuals and show the hard work and dedication of every individual,
past and present, holding up the planes in support of the wing mission."
Chief Master Sergeant Vincent Fondacaro, 106the Rescue Wing Civil Engineering Squadron,
appointed squadron member Staff Sergeant Edwin Laporte as the project manager, who did
not know how to install pavers until he took on the job. Laporte said he felt gratification in
doing the work and being part of something that means so much to people.
"This is a little bit more intimate for some people," Laporte said he
realized, upon reading some bricks and seeing they were dedicated to deceased loved ones.
"I'm happy I did it.the fact that it's meant for a higher purpose, I feel even better that it was
done."
Tamberino, Chan, and Laporte commended the civilian state workers of the squadron who,
they say, played a large role in the completion of the Pride and Heritage Park.
The Airmen described the work as laborious and challenging, compounded by sweltering
summer temperatures.

According to the Airmen, their civilian counterparts never wavered in their commitment to
ensure proper care and workmanship was applied to the project.
According to Fondacaro, a brick will soon be dedicated to the state workers of the squadron to
show appreciation for their ongoing part in the legacy of the wing.
According to Fondacaro, the park is an evolving project. Landscaping will be used to separate
the park from the adjacent lot and models of future airframes will be added as they become
part of the wing mission and history.
The 106 RQW Alumni Association will continue to furnish bricks available for purchase by
members for themselves; their families; fellow members; as well as local organizations and
businesses that support the 106th Rescue Wing and mission. Bricks will be added to the park
periodically.
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/176769/106th-rescue-wing-cuts-ribbon-opening-heritagepark-tell-wings-story
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109th Airlift Wing
Annual Operation DEEP FREEZE to commence Sept. 28
Air Mobility Command: Sept. 24, 2015 :

9/24/2015 - JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii -- The U.S. military will
kick off the 2015-2016 season of Operation DEEP FREEZE, the Department of Defense's
support of the U.S. Antarctic Program and the National Science Foundation, with operations
commencing Sept. 28.
This support is provided by Joint Task Force-Support Forces Antarctica, led by Pacific Air
Forces at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. JTF-SFA coordinates strategic intertheater airlift, tactical deep field support, aeromedical evacuation support, search and rescue
response, sealift, seaport access, bulk fuel supply, port cargo handling and transportation
requirements.
Active duty, National Guard and Reserve personnel from the U.S. Air Force, Navy, Army
and Coast Guard work together as part of JTF-SFA. This team proudly continues the tradition
of U.S. military support to the USAP and demonstrates the United States' commitment to a
stable Pacific region.
Airlift for Operation DEEP FREEZE involves active duty and Reserve C-17 Globemaster III
support from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Washington, LC-130 Hercules support from the

New York Air National Guard, sealift support from the U.S. Coast Guard and Military Sealift
Command, engineering and aviation services from U.S. Navy Space and Naval Warfare
Systems Command, cargo handling from the U.S. Navy and public health and veterinary
services support from the U.S. Army.
Christchurch International Airport, New Zealand, serves as the staging point for deployments
to McMurdo Station, Antarctica, a key research and operations facility for the USAP.
Operation DEEP FREEZE is unlike any other U.S. military operation. It is one of the
military's most difficult peacetime missions due to the harsh Antarctic environment. The U.S.
military is uniquely equipped and trained to operate in such an austere environment and has
therefore provided support to the USAP since 1955.

http://www.amc.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123459206
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174th Attack Wing
Group protesting drones at Hancock Air Base arrested
CNY Central: Sept. 21, 2015:

SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Five people protesting the use of drones were arrested after they
blocked the gate at Hancock Air Base Monday morning, according to the Syracuse Police
Department.
Onondaga County Sheriff's deputies and Dewitt police officers were dispatched the main gate
at 9:07 a.m. where 71-year-old Edward Kinane, 78-year-old Julienne Oldfield, 58-year-old
Bonnie Mahoney, 65-year-old James Ricks and 68-year-old Daniel Burgevin were gathered.
Police say the group was arrested after they began blocking the entrance on Molloy Road.
The base is home to the 174th Attack Wing of the New York State Air National Guard. Pilots
at the base remotely operate the unmanned aerial vehicles, also called UAV, over Afghanistan
and elsewhere.
All five protesters were processed and released on appearance tickets.
They are scheduled to appear in the Town of DeWitt Court on Oct.14.
http://cnycentral.com/news/local/group-protesting-drones-at-hancock-air-base-arrested

Return to top

Five anti-drone protesters arrested at Hancock airfield
Syracuse. com: Sept. 21, 2015 :

DEWITT, NY -- Five demonstrators were arrested Monday morning at the main gate of
Hancock Field while demonstrating against a weaponized drone program operating out of the
base .
The group, which regularly rallies against the unmanned aerial vehicles and wars in the
Middle East, held signs reading "Drones Kill Children" before members were arrested.
Those arrested included Dan Bergavin, James Ricks, Ed Kinane, Bonny Mahoney
and Julienne Oldfield. Similar demonstrations in the past have resulted in trespassing and
other charges, but it was not immediately clear what exact charges the protesters were facing
for the most recent event Monday.
The base is home to the 174th Attack Wing of the New York State Air National Guard, which
provides pilots to remotely operate the drones over Afghanistan and elsewhere.
The protesters said in a statement that they staged the demonstration in honor of the
International Day of Peace, a UN-designated day of non-violence and ceasefire.
"We, US citizens and taxpayers, look on with horror at the millions of refugees fleeing
airborne terror and are shamed by our unconsented complicity," the group said in the
statement.

http://www.syracuse.com/crime/index.ssf/2015/09/five_antidrone_protesters_arrested_at_han
cock_airfield.html
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27th Brigade
Clifton Park soldier takes battalion
Times Union: Sept. 21, 2015 :

New York Army National Guard Lt. Col. Patrick G. Clare of Clifton Park and an Iraq War
veteran, assumed command of the 427th Brigade Support Battalion during a ceremony at
Hancock Field Air National Guard Base in Syracuse on Sept. 12. Clare replaced the current
commander, Lt. Col. Scott Jessop, who became the deputy commander of the 153rd Troop
Command in Buffalo.
Clare graduated from Jordan-Eldridge High School. He earned a bachelor of science from
Nyack College and is a graduate of the Army Command and General Staff College.
Clare joined the New York Army National Guard as an enlisted soldier in the 1st Battalion,
108th Infantry in Auburn in 1994. He earned his commission through the New York Army
National Guard Officer Candidate School program in 2000. Clare has served in leadership
positions at the company, battalion and division level, and in a number of staff assignments.
He deployed to Iraq in 2004-2005 as the transportation officer for the 42nd
Infantry Division in Tikrit. In 2011 in deployed to Kuwait as brigade logistics officer for the
27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team. He has served as the executive officer for the 427th
Brigade Support Battalion and as the logistics officer for the 42nd Infantry Division in Troy.
Clare is a full-time employee of the New York National Guard, serving as a civilian
technician responsible for Army National Guard vehicle maintenance throughout New York.
He will continue to work full time in that position while serving as the commander of the
427th.
The 427th Brigade Support Battalion personnel handle the logistical support for the 4,000
soldiers of the New York National Guard's 27th Infantry Brigade Combat team. The brigade
is headquartered in Syracuse, but has units located across New York from Farmingdale on
Long Island to Jamestown in Chautauqua County. In a combat situation and during training,
the 427th
Brigade Support Battalion's soldiers provide the brigade's troops with food, fuel, water,
ammunition, maintenance support and medical support. The personnel also coordinate the
delivery of supplies to the brigade's combat battalions and work with each company to ensure
that military vehicles stay operational.
He has earned a Bronze Star Medal and an Army Commendation Medal.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Clifton-Park-soldier-takes-battalion-command6517998.php
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New York Army Guard Soldiers Take to the Water, Train on Small Boat
Insertion Techniques

Military Spot: Sept. 21:

BUFFALO, N.Y. - September 18, 2015 - Reconnaissance is all about stealth and sometimes
stealth means getting wet.
Soldiers from the New York Army National Guard's Troop C, 2nd Squadron, 101st Cavalry
Regiment found that out firsthand as they trained on Lake Erie, testing their ability to insert
scouts with the inflatable F470 Combat Rubber Raiding Craft, more commonly known as a
Zodiac boat.
"We've had numerous training on the reconnaissance portions of the mission," said Army
Staff Sgt. Derek Vasquez, a scout team leader with the unit "However, today we incorporated
the actual insertion portion, along with preparing and crewing the Zodiac."
The small lightweight Zodiac, able to be inflated in just a few minutes, is inherently stealthy,
particularly when operated in low-light conditions, said unit members.
Special:
"As a reconnaissance unit we have many ways of inserting into enemy territory," said
Vasquez. "If you're trying to do a stealth approach and you have a waterway, a Zodiac is a
good way to get a small, 10 person or less team into an area quietly."
Leading up to the open-water training on Lake Erie, the unit spent time preparing for Zodiac
operations in smaller bodies of water.
"In August we did training out at the Erie Community College pool," said Army 2nd Lt.
Blakely Schirtz, a platoon leader with the unit. "We did a combat water survival test and took
off our uniform blouses and trousers to create flotation devices.
"Yesterday we were at the pool again and able to practice with the Zodiac, and we hit the
open water today," said Schirtz, a Rochester N.Y. resident.
During the training, the unit's Soldiers were divided into teams, and were then given time to
practice launching, crewing, and recovering the Zodiac in a real-world open-water
environment.
"This is a culminating test of skill," said Vasquez. "I want my team to have the confidence
that if and when we deploy, we will be able to do so with a positive result. I want them to
have the confidence that the team can mesh well and perform our duties as a whole."
Vasquez, as the scout team leader, acted as the boat commander and was positioned at the
bow. Through hand signals he relayed his commands to the coxswain at the stern who steered
and maneuvered the craft.

Once close to the beachhead, scout swimmers then moved forward to recon the intended
landing area.
"I was one of the scout swimmers," said Pvt. Mike Harris, an infantryman with the unit. "We
swam ahead to shore. As soon as we got to land we pulled security and signaled to the
[Soldiers on the] boat that it was clear to come in."
For Harris, the training was exciting.
"I hope to keep doing stuff like this," he said. "Some of the things you see on TV, you don't
expect to do in the real world."
Harris added there is a lot more that goes into conducting these types of operations than he
initially thought.
"When you actually do it for real in the field, you realize there are a lot of moving pieces and
parts that need to come together to carry out the mission," he said. "I feel like I can hold my
head a little bit better on my shoulders now."
On-scene to provide support for the training were Coast Guard members from Coast Guard
Station Buffalo, who positioned a Response Boat offshore to deter civilian boat traffic from
the training area and to provide rapid rescue response if needed.
"The Coast Guard was our security during the training mission," said Vasquez. "They cover
any type of civilian boat traffic that might come into the [area]. They were incredibly pleasant
and willing to help by assisting us in any way they could."
As a reconnaissance unit, Troop C isn't limited to one insertion method and is quick to
employ different ways to get their troops to the fight.
"This is what Charlie Troop is all about," said Schirtz. "Just a few months ago when we were
at Fort Drum, we performed six different air assault missions. We need to be trained on
different insertion techniques because the operational environment dictates how we can go in
and what resources we use."
This training was designed to simply be one more option available to those in the unit.
"We're not going to become experts in waterborne operations, that's not the intent," said
Schirtz. "The intent is to get the troops familiarized with the training and later on down the
road, if we're asked to use a waterborne insertion technique we'll be familiar with the training
and be able to execute the mission."
And it's all part of being a scout.
"As a recon element we like to stay pretty slick - an assault pack, a weapon and a radio," said
Schirtz. "But you want to stay combat effective whether it's dropping a Zodiac off the back of

a [CH-47] Chinook into the water, or getting out of a[UH-60] Black Hawk on top of a
building, said Schirtz. "This is another thing we're incorporating into our toolbox."
http://www.militaryspot.com/news/new-york-army-guard-soldiers-take-to-the-water-trainon-small-boat-insertio/
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National Guardsman Recalls Coming Upon Scene of Thruway Crash
Time Warner Cable: Sept. 18, 2015 :

CENTRAL NEW YORK -- A National Guard member is recalling a terrifying incident he
encountered while driving on the New York State Thruway a month ago.
Sgt. Anthony Krenn was driving from Rochester to Syracuse on Aug. 18 when he saw a truck
flip multiple times between the Waterloo and Weedsport exits.
Police say the truck was hit from behind by a driver who fell asleep withthe cruise control on.
Krenn was the first to arrive on the scene and after smelling fuel, helped move the driver out
of the vehicle.
"I've always asked myself what would I do if something like this were to happen, how would
I react, because some people might just watch, some people might just stand there, some
people go into it screaming, but I've always thought about myself as a person who will be the
first person to be there and this shows that I was that type of person, which is what I want to
be," said Krenn.
The driver has called Krenn and others who arrived at the scene to help after him heroes.

http://www.twcnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2015/09/18/national-guardsman-recallsthruway-rescue.html
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Family Programs
Families run in Colonie to support National Guard

WNYT: Sept. 20, 2015:

COLONIE - Families were walking and running at the Crossings in Colonie to support the
men and women of the New York National Guard.
It was the "Hometown Hero 5k." It's their largest fundraising event of the year.
Organizers say the New York National Guard relies heavily on community support.

http://wnyt.com/article/stories/s3911865.shtml
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New York Army National Guard
Pulaski Army National Guard Soldier Promoted
Oswego County Today: Sept. 20, 2015 :

LATHAM, NY - Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the Adjutant General for the State of
New York, announced the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
Stanley Skotniski, from Pulaski, serving with the 206th Military Police Company, is
promoted to the rank of Specialist.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability, and development potential.
These promotions additionally recognize the best qualified Soldiers and attract and retain the
highest caliber Citizen Soldiers for a career in the New York Army National Guard.
For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit
www.dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com
http://oswegocountytoday.com/pulaski-army-national-guard-soldier-promoted-2/

Return to top

Military News
The Daily Star: Sept. 23, 2015:

Maj. Gen. Patrick A. Murphy, adjutant general for the state of New York, announced the
promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard:
Gabriel Gerhardt of Richmondville, serving with the Intelligence and Sustainment Company,
42nd Infantry Division, is promoted to the rank of private first class.
Christopher Mravlja of Laurens, serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
2-108th Infantry, is promoted to the rank of specialist.
Evan Tully of Central Bridge, serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment,
501st Ordnance Battalion (Explosive Ordnance Disposal), is promoted to the rank of private
first class.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership
ability and development potential.
http://www.thedailystar.com/community/people/military-news-sept/article_6087e6c9-533c55f4-b78c-0d381ac7b91c.html
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NY National Guard helicopter crew headed to Mexican border
The Chronicle:Sept. 22, 2015 :

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - A New York Army National Guard helicopter crew is headed to the
U.S.-Mexico border to conduct aerial reconnaissance missions.
Officials at National Guard headquarters in suburban Albany say four crew members are
flying a UH-72 Lakota light utility helicopter to the Mexican border in Arizona. They
departed from Latham on Sept. 14. The aircraft and crew are headed to Marana, Arizona, to
support U.S.
Department of Homeland Security's Customs and Border Protection and Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agencies. The four-man crew from New York will be accompanied by
a Customs and Border Patrol agent on all missions. Their mission involves keeping watch for

drug smuggling and human trafficking. New York National Guard aviators have supported
Arizona and Texas aerial reconnaissance missions since 2012.
http://www.chroniclenewspaper.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20150922/NEWS01/15092
9991/NY-National-Guard-helicopter-crew-headed-to-Mexican-border
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Area man re-enlists in New York Army National Guard
The Leader: Sept. 23, 2015 :

Sergeant Brandon Smith, of Corning, has re-enlisted in the New York Army National Guard.
He will continue his service with the 222nd Military Police Company.
http://www.the-leader.com/article/20150923/NEWS/150929905
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Lockport's Giambrone re-enlists in National Guard
East Niagara Post: September 23, 2015:

LATHAM - Staff Sergeant Joseph Giambrone from Lockport has reenlisted to continue
service with the New York Army National Guard 102nd Military Police Battalion.
Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the Adjutant General, said "The New York Army
National Guard has sustained our force at or above 100 percent strength
for the better part of seven years now. Keeping those ready forces in our ranks mean that New
York is ready to provide forces for state missions here at home, as we saw during the Buffalo
Snow Emergency last year, Hurricane Sandy in 2012 or for sustaining our support to federal
missions for our nation around the country and around the world."
"Each of our 16,000 men and women serving in the Army and Air National Guard as an
important role and I'm pleased that so many continue to reenlist and remain part of our New
York National Guard family," Murphy added.
For more information about the New York Army National Guard visit
www.1800goguard.com.
http://www.eastniagarapost.com/2015/09/lockports-giambrone-re-enlists-in.html
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Glen Cove Resident Reenlists with New York Army National Guard:He will
serve the 442nd Military Police Company
Patch.com: Sept. 23, 2015 :

A Glen Cove resident has committed to serve his community, state and nation as part of the
New York Army National Guard.
Sergeant Bruce Bhola has reenlisted to continue service with the 442nd Military Police
Company.
"The New York Army National Guard has sustained our force at or above 100 percent
strength for the better part of seven years now," said Major General Patrick A. Murphy, the
Adjutant Genera, who announce the recent reenlistment members of the New York Army
National Guard.
"Each of our 16,000 men and women serving in the Army and Air National Guard as an
important role and I'm pleased that so many continue to reenlist and remain part of our New
York National Guard family," Murphy said.
http://patch.com/new-york/glencove/glen-cove-resident-reelists-new-york-army-nationalguard
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Veterans
November 12: Town hall meeting for veterans and military families
News 10: Sept. 24, 2015 :

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. (NEWS10) - Members of the public and business community,
government officials, nonprofit leaders, and higher education representatives are invited to
join the Stakeholders for its inaugural town hall meeting on veterans and military families at
Proctors.
This meeting will be the first of several to discuss how business, nonprofits, government and
high education can work together to support veterans and military families in the Capital
Region.

The event will take place in the GE Theatre on November 12 from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Panelists will discuss the challenges that veterans face, as well as discussing mechanisms that
are needed to better serve veterans and their families.
The panelists that will be speaking at this meeting include:
James Ader, Veterans Service Officer, Albany County.
Kate Dahlstedt, M.A., Soldiers Heart co-founder
Director Military Families Project, Athena's Shield.
John J. Willsey, Command Sergeant Major, Retired, USA.
Director, State Family Programs, New York National Guard.
Moderated by:
Catherine M. Hedgeman, Esq.
Stakeholders, CEO
Law Office of Catherine M. Hedgeman, PLLC.

To register for this event click on this link:
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/stakeholders-inc-inaugural-town-hall-on-veterans -and-militaryfamilies-tickets-18456115739

http://news10.com/2015/09/24/november-12-town-hall-meeting-for-veterans-and- militaryfamilies/
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SUNY New Paltz Serves Those Who Served
New Paltz Oracle: Sept. 24, 2015 :

SUNY New Paltz was ranked no. 18 on U.S. News & World Report's list of "Best Colleges
for Veterans" among universities located in the northern region. According to an article
published in The Daily Freeman, this is a first time recognition of this distinction for the
college.
The school's Office of Veteran & Military Services was established in May 2014, starting off
with 80 veterans, service members and dependents - children and spouses of veterans. Since
then, the office has expanded its programs and now serves 189 veterans, service members and
dependent, according to Jason F. Gilliland, Coordinator of Veterans Services and a former
veteran himself.
The office offers a variety of services, including mentoring, admissions assistance, extended
hours, special equipment and events.
"Number 18 in the nation? Wow. I didn't even know they had a program like that for
veterans. I wish that was a thing back then," said local veteran Alan Semenovich, 61, who
served the U.S. military in the '70s - post-Vietnam.
This semester the office launched their Veteran, Military and Dependents Mentoring, or
VMDM, program, a peer-to-peer mentoring and student-to-faculty mentoring program for
incoming veteran students. Thirteen faculty mentors, 11 professional staff members, 12
student mentors and 19 prodigies, or incoming students, were a part of it. Gilliland compared
the program to a big brother and sister program. They had a fantastic turnout and received
positive feedback from both the incoming students and their mentors, he said.
"When you're a child, a teenager, a student or a soldier, you're told what to do and you
become used to that lifestyle," said Gilliland. "It is difficult for veterans to transition from
being told what to do to suddenly having all the control in their hands in this college setting,"
The office provides assistance with the admission process to get into SUNY New Paltz,
which is a problem for many veterans due to deployment or serving overseas. The office acts
as a liaison, or a bridge according to Gilliland.
Gilliland pointed out that veteran students have different needs than average college students
since most are adults with families, a mortgage and a job, or are combat veterans who suffer
from injuries or conditions such as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
In order to efficiently serve the bulk population of veteran students, the office normally
opens at 8:30 a.m. yet stays open till 8 p.m. unlike most other administration offices, which
close at 5 p.m. The office also provides special laptops with access to military domains for
veteran students to use and holds events such as the annual Veteran's Day dinner on Nov. 11,
a ceremony on Veteran's Day and the Veterans Theater Project at Parker Theatre.
"It's like Google, you come here and you're pointed in the right direction," said third-year
Timothy Toomey, 24, a veteran student who served the New York Army National Guard for
six years.

Toomey previously attended Dutchess Community College as well as Ulster County
Community College's Police Academy before transferring to SUNY New Paltz in Spring
2015. Toomey, who now works at the office under work-study, pointed out that the office at
SUNY New Paltz had "extremely knowledgeable" representatives compared to other schools.
These representatives actually convinced Toomey that SUNY New Paltz was the right choice
for him, recalling a smooth transfer and Gilliland's ability to "streamline" Toomey's
application process.
"This office is a resource and I recommend any and every veteran student at SUNY New
Paltz or looking at SUNY New Paltz to use it," said Toomey, highlighting that about 22
veterans commit suicide every day according to a 2013 study by the United States
Department of Veteran Affairs. Toomey said thankfully no veteran student at SUNY New
Paltz has followed suit.
"To serve those who served," Gilliland said. "That's our slogan. This school, from the
president down to the faculty, has been nothing but supportive in changing campus culture to
be military friendly. It's been great to be a part of this, a part of history."
http://oracle.newpaltz.edu/suny-new-paltz-serves-those-who-served/
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After long struggle, illness, Veteran lands benefits for Agent Orange exposure
:Exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam linked to his cancer
Times Union: Sept. 20, 2015:

Keith Martel's military career crossed generations.
As a young sailor, he worked on ships for three years around Vietnam, supporting the
American war during its deadliest years, 1967-1970. He joined the New York Army National
Guard in 1977, and as a soldier worked 27 years as an aviation crew chief and mechanic
based at Albany International Airport.
On Sept. 11, 2001, Martel was sent to the World Trade Center after the terrorist attacks. Two
years later, he was sent to Iraq, assigned to a dangerous resupply base in Balad that soldiers
nicknamed "Mortaritaville."
"Iraq was far worse than Vietnam," Martel said in his North Greenbush home. "It was a lot
hotter and the combatants we were after would hide in churches and among women and
children."
But the retired command sergeant major says it's his time in Vietnam that's caught up to him.
In 2013, doctors diagnosed Martel with prostate cancer.

Now 67, the Navy and Army veteran attributes the illness to repeated exposure to Agent
Orange while stationed in Vietnam and along its shorelines.
He's also fought a federal bureaucracy that denied his claim that he deserved health and
disability benefits because of exposure to Agent Orange.

American forces sprayed 20 million gallons of the toxic chemicals on Vietnam between 1962
and 1970 to eliminate foliage that provided cover for the Viet Cong. The U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs estimates that 2.6 million military personnel were exposed to the herbicide
between 1965 and 1970.
About 174,000 sailors and Marines served on ships during the war.
A radioman, Martel handled communications related to the refueling, rearming and repair of
the 7th Fleet. Rainwater washed Agent Orange from the land into surrounding bays and
harbors. The ships he worked on turned the contaminated seawater into drinking water that
was ingested by crews. The desalinization process did not remove the herbicide's toxic
dioxins, and may have concentrated them, according to studies.
"The defoliate was sprayed inland, and we didn't think we would have effects," Martel said.
In 1991, Congress passed a law granting all Vietnam veterans with specific illnesses
presumptive status for Agent Orange exposure, meaning they did not need to prove their
health problems were directly service-connected to be eligible for VA medical care and
disability compensation.
The VA in 2002 stopped compensating offshore Navy, Air Force and others veterans who did
not step foot on Vietnam soil or serve on inland waterways. "Blue Water" veterans - those
who served offshore - and airmen who flew over the country but didn't land, no longer
qualify, and must prove they had direct contact with Agent Orange in Vietnam while in
uniform to receive benefits. It can be a difficult threshold to overcome.
Prostate cancer is among the several presumptive diseases directly linked to Agent Orange
exposure by the Institute of Medicine. Shortly after becoming ill, Martel submitted a claim to
the VA for disability benefits, along with a packet of information detailing his voluminous
military career. The VA rejected his claim, saying he lacked proof he was exposed to Agent
Orange in Vietnam.
"The invisible people in offices in New York City didn't help," Martel said.
The disability claims approval process is separate from care provided at VA hospitals, which
Martel described as very good.

John Paul Rossie, a Vietnam veteran who directs the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans
Association in Colorado, said Martel's story is not unusual. "I talk to three to four vets daily,
even guys who had boots on the ground, that the VA is denying on some technicality."
Frustrated and ill, Martel appealed to U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand to obtain needed records to
substantiate his claim. The senator's office worked with the National Personnel Records
Center and the VA's New York Regional Office to obtain documentation showing Martel
made trips on land while stationed aboard the USS Ajax at Vung Tau Harbor.
The VA approved Martel's appeal in May. After years of delay, he was granted 100 percent
service-connected disability benefits and compensation. "It wasn't until Senator Gillibrand's
folks started kicking doors that I started getting some results," Martel said.
Gillibrand and Rep. Chris Gibson of Kinderhook introduced pending legislation named The
Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2015. It would extend presumptive coverage of
Agent Orange benefits to Navy, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Air Force and Merchant Marine
veterans who served during the war on territorial seas within 12 miles of the Vietnamese
coastline, with no contact with the land.
Rossie estimates the legislation would help at least 45,000 surviving vets receive disability
and health care benefits they earned for diseases linked to Agent Orange exposure. He said it
was common for illnesses resulting from Agent Orange exposure to stay dormant for
decades.
Martel retired from the Army in 2007. He joined the New York Guard and performed
homeland security tasks for the state's volunteer military force until 2011, bringing his total
years in the military to nearly 40. He's scheduled to undergo a major medical procedure in
November to try and destroy the cancer in his body. He has no regrets.
"I love the country and wore the uniform because of that," Martel said. "I still would do it
today."
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