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107th Airlift Wing
New York's 107th Airlift Wing honors President Fillmore on behalf of
White House
National Guard.mil, January 09, 2017:

NIAGARA FALLS AIR RESERVE STATION, N.Y. - On a bitter winter's morning,
the 107th Airlift Wing honored Millard Fillmore, the nation's 13th president, with a
wreath-laying ceremony at his grave at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Buffalo on Jan. 6.

Col. Gary R. Charlton, the wing vice commander, laid the wreath on behalf of
President Barack Obama in front of dignitaries and admirers of President Millard
Fillmore. The ceremony, which is in its 52nd year, is held by the University at Buffalo
to mark the western New York native's birthday.
"It's a great honor to be asked to participate in any event acting on behalf of the
president of the United States," Charlton said. "As the 13th president of the United
States he was the last member of the Whig Party to hold office of president."
The wreath, which is adorned with red, white and blue flowers, is presented by the
White House and one is laid every year at the graves of all former presidents on their
birthdays. Fixed to the top of the wreath is a bow in the nation's colors with a card
attached that simply reads "The President."
Fillmore was one of the founders of the University at Buffalo, of which he was the first
chancellor, holding the position while he was vice president in 1849, and president
from 1850 to 1853. He also helped to found the Buffalo Historical Society, which today
includes the Buffalo History Museum
and Tifft Nature Preserve, in 1862.
When the Civil War broke out, Fillmore was the commander of the Union
Continentals, which was a militia of men from upstate New York. They were dedicated
to the defense of Buffalo should the Confederate army attack, which ultimately it did
not. Fillmore remained active with them after the
war, and participated in guarding President Abraham Lincoln's funeral train
when it came through Buffalo.
Fillmore left a lasting legacy through his many endeavors, and his actions were at times
felt across the world.
"President Fillmore furthered the rising trade with Japan and clashed with the French
over Napoleon III's attempt to annex Hawaii, and with the French and the British over
the attempt of Narciso Lopez to invade Cuba."
Fillmore's legacy began in 1828 when he was elected to the New York State Assembly.
After serving one term, he was elected a representative in 1832. Serving in Congress
until 1843, he was unsuccessful in running for governor, though he was elected as
comptroller in 1848.
When Zachary Taylor was elected president in 1849, Fillmore joined him as his vice
president. A year later, Taylor died suddenly making Fillmore the president. Not able to
secure the Whig Party nomination for the 1852 election, Fillmore left the White House

as the last Whig president ever in office, and returned to Buffalo and lived out the rest
of his life in service to the community until his death on March 8, 1874.
Fillmore left a lasting impact on western New York by forming one of the most
prestigious law firms in the area ,which still exists today as Hodgson Russ, LLP, said
Charlton. The University at Buffalo has also gone on to be the largest school in the
New York state university system, said Charlton.
Through the pain of the winter chill, the American flag flew over Fillmore'sgrave and
many paid their respects to ensure the former president is honored.
"We honor them for their service, wisdom, vision and dedication to our great nation,"
said Charlton.
http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/1045254/new-yorks-107th-airlift-winghonors-president-fillmore-on-behalf-of-white-house/
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Niagara Falls air base backers receive $150K in state funding
Buffalo News, Jan. 9, 2017:

TOWN OF NIAGARA - The Niagara Military Affairs Council has received $150,000
in state money to assist with its efforts to support the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station.
NIMAC, as the group of local citizens and politicians is known, has been boosting the
base for more than 20 years, helping it fight off two Pentagon efforts to close the
facility and lobbying for more missions for the base.
"We're a volunteer organization," Chairman John A. Cooper said Monday.
"We'll be using that money for advocacy over a couple-year period."
The group has lobbied officials in person, as well as hiring consultingfirms to do so.
Their work is credited in part for helping persuade defense officials to assign a drone
control unit to the 107th Air Refueling Wing of the New York Air National Guard at
the Niagara Falls base, as well as
directing KC-135 tanker aircraft to be assigned there this spring, to be flown by the
members of the 914th Airlift Wing of the Air Force Reserve.

Over the years, the lobbying work has helped produce construction of several new
buildings on the base, which is Niagara County's largest employer with more than
3,000 full- and part-time jobs.
The $150,000 was announced Monday by State Sen. Robert G. Ortt, a decorated
veteran of the war in Afghanistan, who served on the council's board of directors when
he was mayor of North Tonawanda.
"Through its strong community ties, advocacy and promotional efforts, nationwide
relationships, and profound respect for the men and women of our military, NIMAC
has kept the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in the spotlight for the past two
decades," said Ortt, a Republican. "These state funds, in conjunction with the new
missions at the 107th and 914th Airlift Wings, will go a long way in helping to secure
the base's future."
Cooper said the 914th has room for more of the tanker planes, which will replace the
C-130 transports the unit has long operated. He said NIMAC is hoping to convince
officials to send more "high-tech kinds of missions" to the 107th to go along with its
drone work.
Cooper said NIMAC works with Skytexus International, a defense business
development firm, and Baker Donelson, a Washington law firm, for lobbying and
promotional work on behalf of the Niagara Falls base.
Cooper said that besides paying those firms, the state gvrant will be applied toward
travel, printing and social media.
https://buffalonews.com/2017/01/09/niagara-air-base-backers-receive-150k-in-statefunding/
Return to top

27th Brigade
Local National Guard soldiers receive new rank
The Daily News, JANUARY 9, 2017:

Major General Anthony P. German, The Adjutant General for the State of New York,
announces the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.

Dillon Mitri from Attica and serving with the Company D (Forward Support Company
Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition), 427th Brigade Support
Battalion is promoted to the rank of Sergeant.
Foster Quackenbush from Darien Center and serving with the A Troop, 2-101 Cavalry
(Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition) is promoted to the rank of
Sergeant.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude,
leadership ability, and development potential. These promotions additionally recognize
the best qualified Soldiers and attract and retain the highest caliber Citizen Soldiers for
a career in the New York Army National Guard.
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/bdn01/local-national-guard-soldiers-receive-newrank-20170109
Return to top

42nd Combat Aviation Brigade
Soldier from Rome killed in Albany-area hit-and-run (Video)
WSYR-TV, Jan. 9, 2017:

A soldier from Rome was killed in a hit-and-run crash in the Albany area over the
weekend.
57-year-old Rudolph Seabron served as a New York National Guard Master Sergeant
in the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, which is headquartered in Latham, a hamlet in
the town of Colonie.
Police responded to the scene on Watervliet-Shaker Road around 4:45 a.m., according
to WTEN-TV in Albany.
Police say he was at the New York State Armory for a weekend drill.
Seabron served in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kuwait.
He joined the National Guard in 1996 after serving in the Marine Corps.
Colonie Police are still investigating the crash.
If you have information that might help police, call (518) 783-2744.

http://www.localsyr.com/news/soldier-from-rome-killed-in-albany-area-hit-andrun/637586907
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Rome veteran, father of 3 killed in apparent hit-and-run accident in
Albany area
CNY CENTRAL, Jan. 9, 2017 1/9/17:

COLONIE, N.Y. -- Police in the Albany area have identified the victim of a fatal carpedestrian accident over the weekend as a veteran from Rome who had served three
tours of duty overseas.
Colonie Police say 57-year-old Rudolph E. Seabron of Rome was killed in the accident,
which happened under an Interstate 87 overpass at about 4:40 a.m. Sunday. Police say
he was a New York National Guard Master Sergeant in the 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade headquartered at the New York State Armory in Latham.
Seabron joined the National Guard in 1996 after serving in the Marine Corps.
He served in Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2008 and Kuwait in 2012. Police say Seabron
had come to the Armory in Latham for a weekend drill before Sunday's incident.
Seabron was a father of three children, according to police. An Army National Guard
Casualty Assistance Team is working with Seabron's family.
A motorist traveling on Watervliet-Shaker Road in Colonie reported striking what he
believed was a person lying in the road. That motorist was interviewed by police, and
they now believe Seabron had been struck by another vehicle before that motorist. Car
parts recovered at the scene indicate that the unknown vehicle that struck the victim
may be a Mazda, possibly a Mazda 6 with front-end damage, according to police.
Anyone with information is asked to contact the Colonie Police Traffic Safety Division
at 518-783-2744.
http://cnycentral.com/news/local/rome-veteran-father-of-3-killed-in-apparent-hit-andrun-accident-in-albany-area
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Amsterdam police arrest 3 on drug charges: Hidden narcotics, cash found
during traffic stop

The Leader-Herald, Jan. 9, 2017:

AMSTERDAM - City police said they arrested three people after they found hidden
narcotics and cash in their vehicle following a traffic stop in the city, according to a
news release from Deputy Chief Victor Hugo. Charged on Tuesday were:
∫ Anthony Diaz, 24, of 283 E. Main St. with third-degree criminal sale of a controlled
substance.
∫ Victor M. Diaz, 27, of 1704 Seddon St. apartment 27 of the Bronx with second-degree
criminal possession of a controlled substance.
∫ Nicole Marie Abraham, 24, of 283 E. Main St. with second-degree criminal
possession of a controlled substance.
Police said that on Tuesday they stopped a vehicle on East Main Street in the city for a
vehicle and traffic violation. During an interview of the occupants of the vehicle, it was
determined that one of the occupants, Anthony Diaz, was wanted as part of an ongoing
drug investigation and had sold drugs within the city of Amsterdam.
Officers said that upon further investigation, detectives obtained a search warrant for
the vehicle that was stopped as well as the residence of Anthony Diaz and Abraham’s.
Inside the vehicle, detectives located a hidden compartment, which contained $13,000
in cash and a substantial amount of uncut cocaine and heroin. Additional money
detectives believe to be illegally obtained was found and seized at the residence.
All three were arraigned in City Court by Judge Lisa Lorman and were sent to the
Montgomery County Correctional Facility.
The investigation was conducted by members of the Amsterdam Detectives and Patrol
Officers, with assistance from the state police Community Narcotics Enforcement
Team, New York National Guard Counter Drug Task Force and Montgomery County
District Attorney Kelli McCoski.
http://www.leaderherald.com/news/local-news/2017/01/amsterdam-police-arrest-3-ondrug-charges/
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Central NY man killed in Albany-area hit-and-run crash
Associated Press, Jan. 9, 2017:

COLONIE, N.Y. (AP) - Police in suburban Albany are searching for the driver of a car
that fatally struck a central New York man who was in town for Army National Guard
training over the weekend.
Police in Colonie (kah-luh-NEE') identify the victim as 57-year-old Rudolph Seabron
of Rome, a master sergeant in the Guard's Combat Aviation Brigade based in Latham,
an Albany suburb.
The death was first reported just before 5 a.m. Sunday by a driver on Watervliet-Shaker
Road. Police say an investigation showed another driver had struck Seabron and left the
scene.
Police are searching for a Mazda 6 with front end damage.
Police say Seabron joined the New York Army National Guard in 1996 after serving in
the Marine Corps. He served in Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2008 and Kuwait in 2012.
http://poststar.com/news/state-and-regional/central-ny-man-killed-in-albany-area-hitand-run/article_6287e0eb-690f-5eda-b538-07d2b0fc19a9.htm
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National Guardsman identified in fatal pedestrian crash
WRGB, Jan. 9, 2016:

COLONIE, NY (WRGB) Colonie Police are investigating after a fatal crash that
claimed the life of a National Guardsman serving on a weekend drill.
Police say say a motorist raveling westbound on Watervliet-Shaker Road reported that
he struck what he believed to be a person laying in the road, later identified as 57 year
old Rudolph Seabron, from Rome, NY .
Investigators believe that the victim was previously struck, possible by a Mazada 6.
The vehicle that police are looking for may have significant front end damage.
New York National Guard Master Sergeant Rudolph Seabron was a member of the
42nd Combat Aviation Brigade which is headquartered at the New York State Armory
in Latham, according to police.
He joined the New York Army National Guard in 1996 after serving in the Marine
Corp and served in Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2008 and Kuwait in 2012.

Police say the motorist that reportedly struck the pedestrian laying in the road is being
interviewed, but there is no indication of alcohol or drugs, speed or any other criminal
conduct on his part.
Anyone with information is still urged to contact the Colonie Police Department Traffic
Safety Unit at 783-2744.
http://cbs6albany.com/news/local/national-guardsman-identified-as-victim-in-fatalpedestrian-crash
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Police ID man killed in fatal pedestrian crash on Watervliet-Shaker Road
(Video)
News 10, Jan. 9, 2017:

LATHAM, N.Y. (NEWS10) - Colonie Police identified the victim in a fatal hit and run
crash on Watervliet-Shaker Road.
The victim is Rudolph Seabron, 57, of Rome, N.Y. He was the father of three children.
Seabron was a member of the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade as a Master Sergeant. He
was at the New York State Armory in Latham this weekend for a drill.
Police say Seabron joined the New York Army National Guard in 1996 after serving in
the Marine Corps. He served in Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2008, and Kuwait in 2012.
Susan Darbyshire has lived off of Watervliet-Shaker Road Route 155 for 26 years and
never expected to see what she did early Sunday morning.
"The traffic is really heavy on that road and very fast," said Susan Darbyshire. "I saw
all the lights and just didn't know what was happening."
She'd later learn that a man, later identified as Seabron, was hit and killed.
Police say they received the call just before 4:45 a.m. They say a motorist was traveling
westbound on Watervliet-Shaker Road and reported that he struck what he believed to
be a person lying in the road under the I-87 overpass.
When police arrived, Seabron was found deceased. Police say it is not known how
Seabron ended up laying in the road, but he is believed to have left Philly's Bar and
Grill at approximately 3:15 a.m. and walking in a westbound direction on WatervlietShaker Road.

The restaurant owner tells News10ABC he doesn't know if Seabron was there or not.
And he released the following statement "It's unfortunate that it happened and our
hearts and prayers go out to his family."
He added if someone is visibly intoxicated their policy is to always put them in a cab
when they leave.
Darbyshire says people don't walk Watervliet-Shaker for good reason, it's not
pedestrian-friendly.
"No sidewalks. There's no provision for any pedestrians," said Darbyshire.
And while she feels bad for the victim's family, she says no matter the circumstance, no
one should be walking this road.
"There's no reason for anybody to be walking or crossing there, absolutely not," said
Darbyshire.
Police say the investigation has revealed the victim may have been struck by an
unknown vehicle prior to being struck by the motorist who stopped and called the
police. According to the police, car parts recovered from the unknown vehicle may be a
Mazda, possibly a Mazda 6, with front end damage.
Police say the motorist who called is being interviewed but there is no indication of
alcohol, drugs, speed or other criminal conduct on his part.
An autopsy is scheduled for Monday.
Part of Watervliet-Shaker Road, as well as the I-87 southbound ramp to Exit 5 and exit
off of Old Niskayuna Road, were closed were a few hours.
The incident remains under investigation. An Army National Guard Casualty
Assistance Team is working with the family.
Police ask if anyone was in that area at that time and may have seen anything, to
contact the Colonie Police Traffic Safety Division at 783-2744.
http://news10.com/2017/01/08/police-investigating-fatal-pedestrian-accident-aspossible-hit-and-run-on-watervliet-shaker-road/
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National Guard Master Sergeant from Rome Identified as Colonie Fatal
Hit-and-Run Victim (Video)

Time Warner Cable News Jan. 9. 2017:

The name of man hit and killed while walking alongside a road in Latham over the weekend has been
released. Jon Dougherty has more from Colonie police headquarters.

COLONIE, N.Y. -- Colonie police have identified the man who was hit and killed on
Watervliet Shaker Road this weekend.
Police say 57-year-old Rudolph Seaborn, from Rome, was hit by two different cars
Sunday morning.
Seaborn is a New York National Guard master sergeant and has done three tours of
duty overseas in Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait. Colonie Police say he joined the Army
National Guard after serving time in the Marines.
Authorities are unsure of how he ended up lying down in the road, but they believe the
driver of the first vehicle hit him and then left the scene.
Police were called after a second car ran over the victim. They say that driver was not
under the influence of any drugs or alcohol and did the right thing by calling police.
"He did what he was supposed to do. The first person if in fact that's what it turns out to
be that they struck him and fled the scene, that's criminal act and hopefully we'll be
able to locate that person and bring them to face charges," said Colonie Police
Department Lieutenant Robert Winn.
An autopsy was scheduled for today to determine a cause of death. Police, meanwhile,
continue to ask for the public's help with any information regarding the second vehicle.
Colonie police are asking for your help to find the driver of the first car.
Officers believe they drove a Mazda 6. The car in question would have some front-end
damage. Anyone with information is asked to contact police.
Officials say an Army National Guard Casualty Assistance team is working with the
family.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2017/01/9/colonie-fatal-hit-and-runinvestigation-.html
Return to top

Colonie police identify National Guardsman as victim of deadly hit-andrun (Video)

WNYT, Jan. 9, 2017:

Colonie police have identified the victim of a deadly hit and run on Watervliet-Shaker
Road Sunday. He is 57-year-old Rudolph Seabron of Rome.
The father of three served in the Marine Corps and the Army National Guard, doing
tours in Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait. He was currently a master sergeant with the
New York National Guard 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade. He was in the Capital
Region for a weekend drill.
Investigators believe Seabron was hit twice. The second driver did stop and reported
hitting a man who was lying in the road just before 5 a.m. Sunday morning. However,
police believe he may have been hit earlier by another car that took off.
Police are now looking for a Mazda 6 with significant front-end damage that may have
been involved in the crash.
http://wnyt.com/news/colonie-police-identify-victim-of-deadly-hit-and-run-albanycounty-watervliet-shaker-road-rudolph-seabron-rome/4365483/?cat=10114
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Oneida County soldier, father of 3 killed in Albany-area hit-and-run
Syracuse.com , Jan. 9, 2017:

LATHAM, NY - An Oneida County man who was a solider and the father of three was
killed over the weekend in a fatal hit-and-run near Albany, police said.
New York Army National Guard Master Sgt. Rudolph E. Seabron, 57, of Rome died
when he was hit by a vehicle on Watervliet-Shaker Road under the I-87 overpass in
Latham, according Colonie police.
Seabron served in the state guard's 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, which is
headquartered at the New York State Armory in Latham. He was at the armory for a
weekend drill, police said.
Seabron joined the New York Army National Guard in 1996 after serving in the Marine
Corps. He served in Iraq in 2004, Afganistan in 2008 and Kuwait in 2012.
An Army National Guard Casualty Assistance Team is working with the family.
Colonie police said car parts recovered indicate that the vehicle that hit Seabron may be
a newer Mazda, possibly a Mazda 6 with significant front end damage.

Police are asking anyone with information contact the Colonie Police Department
Traffic Safety Unit at 783-2744.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2017/01/oneida_county_soldier_father_of_3_
killed_in_hit-and-run.html
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Police ID National Guard soldier as pedestrian in fatal hit-and-run
Times Union, Jan. 9, 2017:

COLONIE -- A master sergeant of the New York Army National Guard was killed in
suspected hit-and-run Sunday while in town for weekend training, Colonie police said
Monday.
Town police identified the pedestrian as 57-year-old Rudolph E. Seabron of Rome,
Oneida County. The father of three was a member of the 42nd Combat Aviation
Brigade, based at the state Armory on Old Niskayuna Road in Latham at the New York
National Guard headquarters.
Police are looking for a damaged Mazda 6 after they realized Sunday that the motorist
they thought struck and killed Seabron in the pre-dawn hours was likely the second
person to come upon the scene.
Colonie police initially put out a statement Sunday that said a man who was found dead
on Watervliet Shaker Road might have been lying in the roadway after leaving a nearby
bar when he was accidently hit. After interviewing the driver who struck Seabron,
police said neither speed nor alcohol was a factor in the accident.
Hours later, Colonie police put out a second statement saying that while investigating
the scene under the Northway Exit 5 overpass they found car parts that belonged to a
different vehicle.
Police said they are now looking for a Mazda 6 with front end damage. They suspect
that car hit Seabron and left the scene.
Seabron joined the New York Army National Guard in 1996 after serving in the Marine
Corps. He served in Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2008 and Kuwait in 2012, police said.
An Army National Guard Casualty Assistance Team is working with his family.
During the course of the investigation, police were led to Philly's Bar and Grill at 622
Watervliet Shaker Road, which they believe Seabron left around 3:15 a.m. Sunday. A

little more than an hour later, at 4:40 a.m., police received a call from the driver who
said he thought he had struck a person.
On Sunday morning, multiple police vehicles and investigators were on the scene
placing evidence markers. Watervliet Shaker Road at Exit 5 was closed all of Sunday
morning before reopening around noon. Police ask anyone who might have
information about the accident to call the
Colonie Police Traffic Safety Division at 783-2744.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Police-ID-pedestrian-in-fatal-hit-and-run-as10844932.php
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Police: Car involved in hit-and-run that killed a Rome soldier found
WSYR, 01/13 2017 06:41AM:

COLONIE, N.Y. (WSYR-TV) Police say a car that was involved in a hit-and-run that
killed a Rome soldier in an Albany suburb has been located.
Colonie Police say a 2016 Mazda CX-6 with “significant front-end damage” was found
at a home in the Rensselaer County community of Melrose.
State Police are examining the vehicle.
The vehicle’s owner has been found and police are talking to the person.
Colonie Police have not identified the driver.
They say more information will be released later.
57-year-old Rudolph Seabron served as a New York National Guard Master Sergeant
in the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, which is headquartered in Latham, a hamlet in
the town of Colonie.
Police say he was at the New York State Armory for a weekend drill.
Seabron served in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kuwait.
He joined the National Guard in 1996 after serving in the Marine Corps.
Colonie Police are still investigating the crash.

If you have information that might help police, call (518) 783-2744.
http://www.localsyr.com/news/police-car-involved-in-hit-and-run-that-killed-a-romesoldier-found/639812317
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Police find vehicle that killed man in fatal pedestrian crash on WatervlietShaker Road
WTEN, January 12, 2017,:

LATHAM, N.Y. (NEWS10) — Colonie police are getting ready to make an arrest in
the hit-and-run that killed a National Guard member early Sunday morning.
The vehicle involved in the incident was recently located, and the owner has been
interviewed. Police would not say if they owner was also the driver.
Just before 4:45 a.m. Sunday, police received a call from a motorist on WatervlietShaker Road stating he struck what he believed to be a person lying in the road under
the I-87 overpass.
When police arrived they found a deceased male. He was identified as Rudolph
Seabron, 57, of Rome, N.Y. He was the father of three children.
Police said it is unknown how Seabron ended up in the road, but it is believed he left
Philly’s Bar and Grill around 3:15 a.m. and walked west on Watervliet-Shaker Road.
Seabron was a member of the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade as a Master Sergeant. He
was at the New York State Armory in Latham over the weekend for a drill.
Police said Seabron joined the New York Army National Guard in 1996 after serving in
the Marine Corps. He served in Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2008, and Kuwait in 2012.
His LinkedIn page says he had been working as a shuttle bus driver for Turning Stone
Casino and Resort. He did remain active in the guard as a dedicated member.
“Family man serving our country, who gets hit by a driver who leaves the scene,”
Colonie Police Lt. Ken Pero said. “He doesn’t deserve that.”
Susan Darbyshire has lived off of Watervliet-Shaker Road for 26 years.
“The traffic is really heavy on that road and very fast,” she said. “I saw all the lights
and just didn’t know what was happening.”

The restaurant owner told NEWS10 ABC he doesn’t know if Seabron was there or not.
He released the following statement: “It’s unfortunate that it happened, and our hearts
and prayers go out to his family.”
He added if someone is visibly intoxicated their policy is to always put them in a cab
when they leave.
Darbyshire said people don’t walk Watervliet-Shaker Road because it’s not pedestrianfriendly.
“No sidewalks, there’s no provision for any pedestrians,” she said.
An investigation revealed that Seabron was hit by another vehicle before he was hit by
the driver who stopped and called police.
The involved vehicle was found Wednesday night in Melrose in Rensselaer County. It
is a 2016 Mazda CX-5 and has significant front end damage, police said.
Lt. Pero said the vehicle was found at the house of a relative of the vehicle’s owner. To
find it, police said they looked through a list of nearly 900 Mazda CX-5s sold between
2013 and 2016 in Albany County. They also viewed surveillance video.
“We had a dark-colored SUV on surveillance video, and we were able to combine that
with video from a couple of other businesses to see which direction it was going, and,
you know, we got lucky,” Pero said.
Lt. Pero said they want to have all their evidence organized before they make an arrest.
New York State Police are examining the car.
“We are waiting until we have the proper amount of evidence to charge the person
who’s responsible for this,” Pero said.
Police said the motorist who called was interviewed, but there is no indication of
alcohol, drugs, speed or other criminal conduct on his part. An autopsy was scheduled
for Monday.
Police ask if anyone was in the area at the time and may have seen anything to contact
the Colonie Police Traffic Safety Division at (518) 783-2744.
http://news10.com/2017/01/08/police-find-vehicle-that-killed-man-in-fatal-pedestriancrash-on-watervliet-shaker-road/
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Car Found, 'Conclusion' Coming in Colonie Hit-and-Run

Spectrum News, Jan, 12, 2016:

COLONIE, N.Y. — Police announced Thursday that they had found their target
vehicle and that a "conclusion" is imminent in the fatal hit-and-run crash that killed a
National Guard leader from Central New York.
A blue 2016 Mazda CX-5 was discovered on property in Melrose, Rensselaer County.
The vehicle had suffered heavy front-end damage and was missing the same grill and
bumper parts found at the crash scene on Watervliet Shaker Road early Sunday
morning.
That crash killed Master Sergeant Rudy Seabron, a 57-year-old Marine veteran who
was in Colonie for training at the nearby National Guard base. Seabron had been
walking home from a bar at the time he was struck.
The registered owner of the Mazda CX-5 found Thursday is a man in his 30s who lives
in Albany. Colonie Police declined to identify the owner, but did question him. The
vehicle itself was discovered on his relatives' property and has been turned over to
State Police for a forensic examination.
Colonie Police said Thursday that they cannot confirm the owner was driving the
vehicle when it struck Seabron, but they do know the car was not stolen. Detectives had
combed through more than 850 vehicle sales records at local Mazda dealerships to find
the vehicle and its owner.
The eventual arrest is expected to carry a charge of leaving the scene of a fatal
accident, a class D felony, among other charges.
An effort spearheaded by Albany County legislator Andrew Joyce had raised a reward
of more than $2,000 for information leading to an arrest in the case. Joyce said late
Thursday that if good police work renders the reward invalid, the money may be
donated to Seabron's family instead.
http://www.twcnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2017/01/12/rome-veteran-coloniehit-and-run-investigation.html
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Colonie police: Car in deadly hit-and-run found: Mazda CX-5 discovered
in Melrose, Rensselaer County
Times Union, Thursday, January 12, 2017:

Colonie-Town police said Thursday they've found the hit-and-run car involved in
Sunday morning's crash that killed a New York Army National Guardsman.
The car is a 2016 Mazda CX-5 found on private property in Melrose, Rensselaer
County, with significant front-end damage, police said. A State Police forensic team is
examining it.
Police said the car's registered owner was interviewed and more information could be
released as the investigation develops.
The victim, Rudolph E. Seabron, 57, of Oneida County, was with the 42nd Combat
Aviation Brigade based at the state Armory in Latham at New York National Guard
headquarters. His body was found on Watervliet Shaker Road near the Northway Exit 5
overpass.
Seabron, a father of three, is believed to have left the Philly Bar & Grill at 622
Watervliet Shaker Road at 3:15 a.m. Sunday. At 4:40 a.m., police got a call from a
driver who thought he had struck a person. After finding CX-5 car parts at the scene,
investigators realized the driver they thought had hit Seabron was likely the second
person to come upon the scene.
Colonie Lt. Ken Pero said earlier Thursday that Albany County crime analysts
compiled a list of the almost 900 CX-5 vehicles sold in the county between 2013 and
2016. Detectives drove by the homes and workplaces of every vehicle owner in search
of a CX-5 with significant front-end damage, he said.
Investigators had also estimated the car's route of travel and were searching for video
surveillance, Pero said.
Police found the car and owner by using surveillance video from local businesses. One
business caught the man on camera earlier in the evening, Pero said. Later, three other
businesses' grainy videos show an SUV that appears to be a CX-5 traveling from the
first business to the crash scene, Pero said.
Pero said he could not describe how police zeroed in on the man. But once
investigators identified him as a suspect, Pero said, they searched the man's vehicle
registration and learned that he owned a 2016 Mazda CX-5.
When officers didn't find the car at the suspect's home, other officers were sent to a
relative's home in Melrose and found it parked in plain sight with damage specifically
on the grill and hood, he said.
Pero said it is "likely" the man will be arrested this week. Anyone with information is
still urged to call police at 783-2744.

http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Colonie-police-Car-in-deadly-hit-and-runfound-10853567.php
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Police looking at surveillance video in deadly hit-and-run that killed
National Guard member
WNYT, January 11, 2017:
Jan 13, 2017

Colonie police are now reviewing surveillance video from local businesses as they try
to find the driver involved in a hit-and-run that killed a National Guard member.
Master Sergeant Rudolph Seabron of Rome was walking back to his base when he was
hit and killed on Watervliet Shaker Road early Sunday morning.
Police are looking for a Mazda CX5 with front end and undercarriage damage.
They tell NewsChannel 13 they are in the process of checking hundreds of the SUVs in
the area.
Anyone with information is asked to call police.
http://wnyt.com/news/police-looking-at-surveillance-video-in-deadly-hit-and-run-thatkilled-national-guard-member-rudolph-seabron/4368348/
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Upstate NY police locate car involved in deadly hit-and-run
The Associated Press ,Jan. 13, 2017 8:00 am:

COLONIE, N.Y. (AP) — Authorities in suburban Albany say they've located the car
that was involved in a hit-and-run crash that killed a 57-year-old Army National Guard
master sergeant from central New York.
Police in Colonie (kah-luh-NEE') say a 2016 Mazda sport utility vehicle has been
located in Melrose, Rensselaer County with significant front end damage. The vehicle
has been transported to a state police facility as the investigation continues into the
death of Rudolph Seabron of Rome.
Investigators say the owner of the vehicle has been interviewed but there hasn't been an
arrest.

Seabron was hit twice early Sunday. Police say he was killed by the first car and that
driver fled the scene. A short time later, police say a second car ran over Seabron while
he was lying in the road.
http://www.njherald.com/article/20170113/AP/301139942#
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Soldier From Rome Killed in Albany-Area Hit-And-Run
My Twin Tiers, Jan. 10, 2017:

A soldier from Rome was killed in a hit-and-run crash in the Albany area over the
weekend.
57-year-old Rudolph Seabron served as a New York National Guard Master Sergeant
in the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, which is headquartered in Latham, a hamlet in
the town of Colonie.
Police responded to the scene on Watervliet-Shaker Road around 4:45 a.m., according
to WTEN-TV in Albany.
Police say he was at the New York State Armory for a weekend drill.
Seabron served in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Kuwait.
He joined the National Guard in 1996 after serving in the Marine Corps.
Colonie Police are still investigating the crash.
If you have information that might help police, call (518) 783-2744.
http://www.mytwintiers.com/news/local-news/soldier-from-rome-killed-in-albanyarea-hit-and-run/638769959
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Roman in National Guard dies in Albany-area hit-and-run
Rome Sentinel, Jan. 10, 2017:

TOWN OF COLONIE - A New York Army National Guard master sergeant from
Rome was struck by a car and killed in the Albany area early Sunday morning.

The search is now on for the hit and run driver, according to police.
Rudolph E. Seabron was in town for weekend training.
Authorities said Seabron, age 57, is believed to have left the Philly Bar & Grill on
Watervliet Shaker Road at about 3:15 a.m. At some point, he is believed to have been
struck by a newer model Mazda CX-5 sport utility vehicle, police said. Parts from the
vehicle were located at the scene.
Searbron's body was then struck by a second vehicle while it was lying in the roadway.
Police said this second driver stopped and called 9-1-1 at about 4:40 a.m.
An Army National Guard Casualty Assistance Team is working with Seabron's family.
Police said Seabron joined the New York Army National Guard in 1996 after serving in
the Marine Corps. He served in Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2008 and Kuwait in 2012,
police stated.
Anyone with information on the hit and run is asked to call the Colonie Police Traffic
Safety Division at 783-2744.
http://romesentinel.com/public-safety/roman-in-national-guard-dies-in-albany-area-hitand-run/QBqqaj!zYBnwuyYJcJElAeCGGg1w/
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Car found in hit-and-run that killed National Guardsman
WNYT, January 12, 2017 05:15 PM:

Colonie police have found the car used in the hit-and-run that killed a New York National
Guardsman from Rome.
The car was found in Melrose, Rensselaer County. Its owner is now being interviewed.
Master Sgt. Rudolph Seabron was walking back to the National Guard base in Latham
when he was hit and killed on Watervliet Shaker Road early Sunday morning.
Seabron, who also served with the Marines, served tours in Iraq, Afghanistan, and
Kuwait. He was in town for a weekend drill.
Anyone with information is still asked to call Colonie police at 783-2744.
http://wnyt.com/news/car-found-in-hit-and-run-that-killed-national-guardsman/4369272/
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53rd Troop Command
National Guard soldiers promoted
The Times-Leader ( Gloversville) Jan 12, 2017:
Jan 13, 2017

LATHAM — Major General Anthony P. German, the adjutant general for the state of
New York, announced the promotion of members of the New York Army National
Guard in recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership.
James Marshall from Johnstown, serving with the 206th Military Police Company, is
promoted to the rank of private first class.
Timothy Hazzard from Fort Plain, serving with the 827th Engineer Company, is
promoted to the rank of private first class.
Michael Murray from Amsterdam, serving with the Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment, 501st Ordnance Battalion (Explosive Ordnance Disposal), is promoted to
the rank of specialist.
http://www.leaderherald.com/news/in-brief/2017/01/national-guard-soldiers-promoted/
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Counter Drug Task Force
Sch'dy police partner with local group in fight against drug epidemic
Times Union, January 11, 2017:

Like many cities, Schenectady has seen the devastating impact heroin and other drugs
has had on the lives of people who live and work here.
Last year, a video surfaced that appeared to show a woman injecting herself with what
eyewitnesses say was heroin at a bus stop in the city.
More recently, Dean Plakas a well-known restaurateur died of an apparent drug
overdose days before he was supposed to get married.

Plakas was a friend of Police Chief Eric Clifford, who was sick Tuesday and did not
the screening at Bow Tie cinema of Generation Found, a movie about youth addiction
and prevention.
In an email, he said that Plakas' death has only strengthened his resolve to deal head on
with what Clifford described as a public health crisis.
"Losing Dean, a friend to many, to an overdose death only makes our dedication and
focus that much stronger to help rid our community of these drugs," stated Clifford.
Sgt. Matthew Dearing, a city police spokesman, told the small crowd Tuesday inside
the theater that over the past 18 months the department has seen "quick an uptick in
opioid addiction and overdoses." "It's something that we worked closely with the FBI
in prosecuting people that we come across that
are responsible for distributing some of these drugs within our city," added Dearing,
10-year veteran. "The big push now, and it's something that we're excited to be a part
of, is the education aspect of it."
He was joined by three other fellow cops, including Officer Timothy Rizzo, who has 8
years on the job.
Rizzo recalled that when he first starting working the streets, he would respond to one
or two overdoses a month.
Today, patrol officers see several overdoses a week, said Rizzo.
He saw the trailer for Generation Found and said he was two facts that jumped out at
him were that 90 percent of people begin their addiction as an adolescents and that drug
overdoses have been the leading cause of accidental death for youngsters, ages 15 to 34
since 2014. All told, there
are 36 recovery high schools in the country.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo during his state-of-the-state speech Tuesday in Long
Island announced a 6-point plan to combat drug abuse, including for two recovery high
schools to help young people struggling with addiction.
There was a package of bills passed at the end of last session to address heroin and
opioids.
Robert Lindsey, chief executive officer with Albany-based Friends of Recovery New
York, told the theater-goers that more needs to be done to combat addiction.

"The fact that it's two is a start, from our perspective grossly inadequate in terms of
ultimately what we need to invest in recovery support services for young people and
their families, but it's an important step," said Lindsey.
He also mentioned that the organization will hold its Recovery Advocacy Day from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Feb. 28 at the Empire State Plaza Concourse Convention Hall to talk
with legislators and policy makers about the need for more funding.
Dearing also talked touted the department's newly formed partnership with TEAM
Schenectady and the New York National Guard Counterdrug Task Force.
TEAM Schenectady, according to a December posting on its Facebook page, is a group
trying to make a positive change in the community by drawing awareness to the heroin
epidemic by getting people to talk and by providing resources and education.
"We live in a time, it's not IF but WHEN you are affected by this epidemic," the
posting states.
http://blog.timesunion.com/schenectady/schdy-police-partner-with-local-group-infight-against-drug-epidemic/5103/
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Schenectady police, partner fight drug addiction Community fighting
wave of overdoses
Daily Gazette, Jan. 10, 2017:

When Schenectady police Officer Timothy Rizzo joined the force eight years ago, he'd
see one or two overdoses reported each month. These days, he said, the department
responds to several each week.
In an effort to combat drug addiction and the heroin epidemic within the city, the
Schenectady Police Department is partnering with a local organization that meets
weekly to discuss those issues.
Rizzo and Sgt. Matt Dearing spoke before a film screening Tuesday night of
"Generation Found," which tells the story of a small town's effort to combat youth drug
addiction. The event was sponsored by TEAM Schenectady, and drew an audience of
about 30 people at Bow Tie Cinemas on State Street.
Police Chief Eric Clifford was scheduled to speak, but was unable to attend at the last
minute.

TEAM Schenectady was started in 2016 as a community organization focused on
addressing the heroin epidemic and other drug issues within the city. The group was
already working with the New York National Guard Counterdrug Task Force prior to
partnering with SPD.
Dearing said the department has seen an uptick in the last year or so in opioid
addiction and overdoses.
"The big push now is the education aspect," he told the crowd. "With drugs becoming
more easily available, the best thing we can do is educate people."
Education can be particularly valuable in keeping drugs away from youth who might
become addicted at a young age, Dearing said.
In one of his State of the State addresses on Tuesday, Gov. Andrew Cuomo unveiled a
six-part plan aimed at fighting the state's opioid and heroin epidemic. It includes adding
fentanyl to the list of controlled substances, and creating recovery high schools - a
concept discussed in "Generation Found"- in New York.
Megan Eden, chairwoman of TEAM Schenectady, said the group is still in its infancy,
but had a good initial response from local leaders when it was founded. The group
meets monthly at City Hall in an attempt to raise awareness about heroin addiction
within the city.
As part of the partnership between the Police Department and TEAM Schenectady,
Eden said, a lieutenant will attend the group's monthly meetings.
"I don't think we as a coalition could really move forward without the Police
Department's support," Eden said in an interview. "This is something that not only
affects us as community members, but them as law enforcement."
Those who attended the film screening were asked to fill out a survey, and had the
chance to ask the police officers in attendance questions.
"Addiction is something that touches everyone's lives," Eden said.
https://dailygazette.com/article/2017/01/10/schenectady-police-partner-fight-drugaddiction
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New York Army National Guard
Charlton resident earns Legion of Merit for 41 years of service

Times Union, Jan. 8, 2017:
Jan 13, 2017

New York Army National Guard Chief Warrant Officer 5 Robert Wold of Charlton
received a Legion of Merit Medal for his nearly 41 years of outstanding services and
achievements.
Wold received the award during his retirement ceremony at the New York National
Guard Headquarters in Latham. He also received an American flag and certificates of
achievement.
Wold began his military career as a helicopter mechanic in 1975 and finished his Army
career as an aviator and command chief warrant officer.
As a master Army aviator, he accomplished more than 6,000 hours in the air flying
both helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft, taking his final flight on Dec. 21. Major Gen.
Anthony German, state adjutant general, praised Wold as an exceptional aviator, a
skilled trainer and a devoted family man.
"A pilot has a great career when the number of takeoffs match the number of landings,"
German, an Air Force aviator, joked during the ceremony, "Bob Wold has had a great
career."
After completing basic training Wold served with the 347th Transportation Company,
25th Infantry Division, in Hawaii and as an OH-58 and UH-1 helicopter crew chief
with the 385th Engineers, Army Reserve at Fort Snelling, Minn.
In 1980, he entered Warrant Officer Candidate School at Fort Rucker, Ala., and
graduated from Initial Entry Rotary Wing Training in 1981.
He served on active duty with the 1st Cavalry Division, the 11th Armored Cavalry
Regiment and the 24th Infantry Division before he joined the New York Army
National Guard in 1989. He was assigned as an AH-1F Cobra maintenance test pilot
with D Troop, 1st Squadron 101st Cavalry, in Rochester.
Wold's other assignments included both traditional part-time National Guard service
and full-time service with Company A, 1st Battalion, 142nd Attack Helicopter
Regiment, Company B and later Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 142 Assault
Helicopter Regiment, and the state Aviation Logistics Manager, Joint Forces
Headquarters.
He performed state and federal humanitarian missions, including responses to tropical
storms Irene and Lee in 2011 and Superstorm Sandy in 2012.
Wold deployed with Task Force Talon as part of Stabilization Force 12 in Bosnia in
2002-03, and served as the Task Force Jester aviation maintenance officer from 200809. The task force was formed around the New York Army National Guard's 3rd

Battalion, 142nd Aviation, which provided aviation support for the 42nd Infantry
Division and other units in the Iraq war.
He earned a Soldier's Medal for non-combat heroism, as well as Bronze Star,
Meritorious Service, two Army Commendation, an Army Good Conduct, and five
Army Reserve Components Achievements medals.
Soldiers promoted
The following soldiers were promoted:
Erik Metsger of Coxsackie to captain while serving with the New York Army National
Guard's Headquarters Company, 427th Brigade Support Battalion. Eric Shupp of Troy
to captain while on duty with Headquarters and Headquarters Combat Aviation
Brigade, 42nd Infantry Division.
Jeremy Blackie of Schenectady to sergeant first class while serving with Headquarters
and Headquarters Detachment, 501st Ordnance Battalion (Explosive Ordnance
Disposal).
Kevin Brunick of Troy to sergeant first class while on duty with Joint Force
Headquarters.
Leah Rosen of Mechanicville to sergeant first class while assigned to Joint Force
Headquarters.
Others promoted include:
Sergeant: Dioscielo Lucerorostocki, Averill Park, Company E (Forward Support
Company Infantry), 427th Brigade Support Battalion.
Specialist: Richard Amedure, Rensselaerville, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion; K.C. Gosse, Grafton, 206th Military
Police Company; James King, Athens, Company E (Forward Support Company
Infantry), 427th Brigade Support Battalion; Isiah Morant, Cohoes, Intelligence and
Sustainment Company, 42nd Infantry Division; David Rifenburg, Hoosick Falls,
Company C, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry; Kayla Rost, Cohoes, Headquarters, 53rd
Troop Command; Liam Serviss, Loudonville, 204th Engineer Detachment; and Patrick
Turriglio, Valley Falls, Headquarters
and Support Company, 42nd Infantry Division.
http://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Charlton-resident-earns-Legion-of-Merit-for41-10843803.php
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