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107th Airlift Wing
107th recruiting and retention education fair
DVIDS: March, 24, 2015
NIAGARA FALLS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AIR RESERVE STATION, N.Y. - The 107th Airlift
Wing hosted more than 15 colleges and organizations here March 21, 2015 for a Recruiting and Retention
Education Fair.

The education fair was organized by the Recruiting and Retention team of the 107th. It was an
opportunity for members to enhance their personal and professional skills for the next step in
their career. This event was also open to family members and friends who have an interest in
joining the New York Air National Guard.
“My job as the Wing Career Counselor is to provide the resources and opportunity for our
members to improve their professional development through higher education and increased
awareness of the programs available to them,” said Master Sgt. Krystalore Stegner, 107th AW
Retention Office Manager. “Having the schools and organizations in attendance at this event
provided our members the opportunity to see what programs they have to offer. One of the
benefits of being in the Air National Guard is financial assistance for college,” said Stegner.
The colleges and organizations came to showcase programs they offer veterans.
“We are a big supporter of the military and we believe you should continue your education
while serving,” said Mary Sue Gressley, Assistant Director of Graduate Admissions at
D’Youville College, Buffalo, New York.
Many unit members attended the fair to see what college program would improve their career
path in the National Guard. The new MQ-9 Reaper mission at the 107th is highly technical as
the remotely piloted aircraft uses complex computer and satellite technology. Also, a new
mandate for promotion to senior enlisted ranks requires a minimum of a two-year degree,
making education a priority.
“You always need to continue your education and improve your skills,” said Staff Sgt.
Damon Mancuso from the 107th Civil Engineering Squadron.

“This is a great opportunity for us,” said Eric Bridges, Recruitment and Outreach Specialist
and Multicultural Adviser for Empire State College at Buffalo, New York. “We get to come
to the base and explain our program to the military, to help continue their education,” he said.
Air National Guardsmen have a diverse range of skills that they bring to the table. Full-time
students, police officer, engineers, teachers, and small business owners. This is what makes
the Guard unique with its members having those outside skills coming into the unit. They
work in the community and serve their state and country at the same time. Some have careers
that relate to their Air Force specialty, while others have two district careers. Airman 1st
Class Cory Hammond works in the operation group but has a separate civilian goal.
“My plan when I return back Air Force Technical School is to go to college and study animal
biology,” said Hammond. He attended the fair to gather information about schools that offer
his intended major.
The 107th is currently recruiting for positions in the unit. The new MQ-9 Reaper mission will
be operational in 2017. Individuals interested in a career with the New York Air National
Guard can contact recruiters at 1-800-247-2902.
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/157874/107th-recruiting-and-retention-education-fair
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New videos focus on wider role for Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station:Expanded
duties urged for drones, U.S. agencies
Buffalo News; March 22, 2015:

LOCKPORT – Two marketing videos, aimed at convincing Washington decision-makers to
expand the role of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, were unveiled earlier this month.
The videos, which dubbed the base “Joint Base Niagara,” recommend storing Air Force
drones at Niagara, as well as moving other federal facilities to the site on Lockport Road in
the Town of Niagara.
Last year, facilities for remote piloting of drones were installed at Niagara, but the aircraft
themselves are deployed from other locations.
The videos, available to the public on YouTube, were prepared by the Principi Group, a
Washington lobbying firm hired by Niagara County, and produced locally by Trellis
Marketing.

The county and the Niagara Military Affairs Council jointly obtained a $300,000 state grant
for air base retention activities, which was used to hire the firm headed by Anthony J.
Principi, former secretary of veterans affairs.
He produced a detailed study on potential future missions for the base, as well as a strategic
action plan and outreach agenda aimed at building public support.
With nearly 3,000 military, civilian and contract personnel, the air base is by far Niagara
County’s largest employer.
In the last 20 years, the air base has survived two sessions of a Base Realignment and Closure
Commission, or BRAC, that considered shutting it down as part of a budget-cutting process.
“The last several years, the president’s budget has called for a BRAC, but Congress hasn’t
passed it,” said John A. Cooper Sr., chairman of the military council, which was founded in
1996, the year after the first BRAC.
“Our stance is, we’re always ready for one,” Cooper added. “We work as if there’s going to
be one.”
County Legislature Majority Leader Richard E. Updegrove, R-Lockport, chairman of the
Legislature’s Economic Development Committee, said the base has an economic impact
exceeding $200 million a year.
The 987-acre base, adjacent to Niagara Falls International Airport, is home to the 107th
Airlift Wing of the New York Air National Guard and the 914th Airlift Wing of the Air Force
Reserve.
Also, there are Army Reserve and Army National Guard facilities and the Buffalo Military
Entrance Processing Station, which handles intake of new recruits for all branches of the
armed forces.
“It’s more than just an air base. It’s a joint military base, which is why we’ve developed a
marketing campaign around a new community brand promoting the Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Station as ‘Joint Base Niagara,’ ” Updegrove said the rollout of the videos, which Cooper said
took about a year to complete.
The tapes include a 1-minute, 13-second trailer and a full-length video.
The main video, which lasts more than 11 minutes, says the Coast Guard has sent officials to
tour the base to consider it as a new home for the aviation wing of its Buffalo sector.
Nonmilitary activities also could be added.
The video tells its audience that U.S. Customs and Border Protection wants to place its new
Border Patrol location at the base, and it suggests that other agencies could be put there, too.

It specifies the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Transportation Security
Administration and Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
As advantages for the base, the videos refer to the proximity of technology firms including
Moog, Lockheed Martin and Calspan; “abundant low-cost power” from the Niagara Power
Project; and large amounts of undeveloped acreage on the base, illustrated with a grassy aerial
photo.
The base itself has two runways, including the 11,000-foot main runway that can handle any
plane in the U.S. arsenal, as well as four large hangars.
The tape also mentions as sites for further possible development the former Army Reserve
station east of the base; a shovel-ready 217-acre field west of the base at Lockport and
Packard roads; and the former Bell Aerospace plant, now called the Wheatfield Business
Park, with one million square feet of available space.
The county’s Department of Economic Development is currently planning an assessment of
the fiber-optic cable available near the base and the adjoining airport.
Speakers seen in the videos include Cooper; County Manager Jeffrey M. Glatz, a retired
lieutenant colonel of the 914th; Deanna A. Brennen, president and CEO of the Niagara USA
Chamber; James W. Kwiatkowski, retired colonel of the 107th; Kimberley A. Minkel,
executive director of the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority; and Shambhu
Upadhyaya, director of the University at Buffalo Center of Excellence in Informational
Systems Assurance Research and Education.
At the conclusion of the video presentation, the unidentified narrator says, “Ask yourself: Is
our country safe without the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station?”
http://www.buffalonews.com/city-region/all-niagara-county/new-videos-focus-on-wider-rolefor-niagara-falls-air-reserve-station-20150322
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174th Attack Wing
Seven Activists Arrested Using Giant Books to Close U.S. Drone-Murder Base
Global Research; March 20, 2015

At 9:15 am on March 19, the 12th anniversary of the U.S.’ illegal invasion of Iraq, seven
members of the Upstate Coalition to Ground the Drones and End the Wars shut the main gate
of the Hancock Drone Base (near Syracuse, NY) with a giant copy of the UN Charter and

three other giant books – Dirty Wars (Jeremy Scahill), Living Under Drones (NYU and
Stanford Law Schools), and You Never Die Twice (Reprieve).
The nonviolent activists also held a banner quoting Article 6 of the U.S. Constitution, stating
that every treaty signed becomes the supreme law of the land. They brought the books to
Hancock to remind everyone at the base of the signed treaties that prohibit the killing of
civilians and assassinations of human beings.
The group attempted yet again to deliver a citizens indictment for war crimes to the Hancock
Air Base chain of command. In the indictment, the activists state, “There is hope for a better
world when WE, THE PEOPLE, hold our government accountable to the laws and treaties
that govern the use of lethal force and war. To the extent that we ignore our laws and
constitution and allow for the unchecked use of lethal force by our government, allowing the
government to kill who ever it wants, where ever it wants, how ever it wants with no
accountability, we make the world less safe for children everywhere.”
One of the giant books, Living Under Drones: Death, Injury, and Trauma to Civilians from
US Drone Practices in Pakistan, states that such missions are responsible for the deaths of
hundreds of noncombatants, including women and children, in that region.
One of those arrested, Fr. Bill Pickard of Scranton, PA, stated, “The Reaper drone not only
kills and maims humans; it destroys homes and displaces and terrorizes whole communities.
U.S. taxpayers pay for such terrorism which perpetuates the violence and generates enormous
ill will against the United States.”
Hancock hosts the 174th Attack Wing of the NY Air National Guard – the MQ9 Reaper drone
hub. Drones flying over Afghanistan are piloted from the base. It is also a training center for
drone pilots, sensor operators and maintenance technicians
Today’s action at Hancock’s main gate is one chapter in the Upstate Coalition to Ground the
Drones and End the Wars’ (www.upstatedroneaction.org) five-year scrupulously nonviolent
campaign to expose the Hancock war crimes. Since 2010 there have been over 160 antiReaper arrests at Hancock, resulting in extreme bails, maximum fines, incarcerations, and
Orders of Protection…as well as some acquittals.
Those arrested were:
Danny Burns, Ithaca
Brian Hynes, Bronx
Ed Kinane, Syracuse
Julienne Oldfield, Syracuse
Fr. Bill Pickard, Scranton

Bev Rice, NYC
James Ricks, Ithaca
http://www.globalresearch.ca/seven-activists-arrested-using-giant-books-to-close-u-s-dronemurder-base/5437837
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Airmen Participate in Training on Fort Drum (photo essay)
Department of Defense, March 20, 2015

Department of Defense Photo Essay.
http://www.defense.gov/photoessays/PhotoEssaySS.aspx?ID=6135
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42nd Infantry Division
56 local National Guard soldiers will be deployed to Cuba
WTEN: March, 22, 2015

TROY, N.Y. (NEWS10)— A deployment ceremony was held at the Glenmore Road Armory
on Sunday for local National Guard Soldiers slated to deploy to Cuba in April.
Fifty-six Capital Region based soldiers will deploy to Guantanamo Bay Naval Base and are
expected to be gone 10 months. They are part of the 42nd Infantry Division and will serve as
members of the headquarters element for Joint Task Force Guantanamo.
This is the fourth time New York Army National Guard Soldiers have deployed to serve as
part of Joint Task Force Guantanamo.
http://news10.com/2015/03/22/56-local-national-guard-soldiers-will-be-deployed-to-cuba/
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Photos: Guard deployment ceremony in Troy

Times Union,March 23, 2015

Fifty-six New York Army National Guard soldiers are slated to deploy to the Guantanamo
Bay Naval Base in Cuba in April, and their deployment ceremony took place Sunday in Troy.
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Photos-Guard-deployment-ceremony-in-Troy6152287.php
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Local National Guard Soldiers heading to Guantanamo Bay
WNYT; March 22, 2015

TROY- Family and friends packed the New York State Armory in Troy, sharply focusing all
their attention on loved ones in uniform, knowing full well these are faces they will not see in
person for the next nine months to a year.
“It's difficult to be separated. But we're proud and we're very supportive, my family and my
kids,” says Lea White.
For some, like Lt. Col. Todd Bookless, this is not their first deployment overseas. Bookless
has been to Iraq and Kuwait. His daughter Emma was six years old the last time he was called
to serve. This time around she seems to understand the reason a little bit better.
“After I felt kind of proud of him because he's going to be doing good stuff for the world,”
says Emma Bookless.
The soldiers are headed to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The prison for terrorism suspects gets a
lot of attention from the press. And there's been a constant battle between President Obama
and Congress on whether to close the facility. The 42nd Infantry soldiers will be there for
administrative support.
They say it may not Iraq or Afghanistan, but they're taking this deployment just as seriously.
“It is can be dangerous. But if you're trying to compare it to an Iraq or Afghanistan, no it's not
the same operation,” says Lt. Col. Scott White.
While there is the possibility of danger, family and friends are not worried too much about
safety. This ceremony is more of a celebration.
“It's a little bittersweet because I'm leaving my daughter and my wife for nine months. It's
going to be hard,” says Lt. Col. Todd Bookless.

“We will miss him terribly. But feel well equipped with the support of family and friends
and of the army to get through the next nine months,” says Meredith Bookless.
Thankfully they say there's a strong support network of people helping with everything they
need.
http://wnyt.com/article/stories/S3743070.shtml?cat=300
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Armories
Staten Island Sunday: Sights and scenes in Castleton Corners on the North
Shore
Staten Island Live; March 22, 2015

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Castleton Corners, with its busy commercial spine on Victory
Boulevard offering everything from a popular skateboard shop and hardware stores to pastries
and Joe and Pat's famed pizza, also features quiet residential streets straddling both sides of
the Staten Island Expressway.
One distinctive building in the neighborhood is the imposing, medieval-looking, red-brick
Headquarters Troop, 51st Cavalry Brigade Armory at 321 Manor Rd., designated an official
New York City landmark in 2010.
This was the first National Guard armory built on Staten Island, and "one of only three
armories built statewide in the 1920s and was one of the last completed in NYC," the city
Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) explains.
"The Guard unit it was constructed for ... traces its origins to Troop F, a cavalry troop that
was Staten Island's only National Guard unit when it was organized in 1912," the LPC notes.
"In 1913, the City began leasing Manor Farm, which had been one of New York's leading
equestrian centers, for Troop F's use; the City later acquired the property, with planning for a
new armory beginning in 1922. Construction began in the fall of 1926, and was completed a
year later," the LPC adds.
Next door on Manor Road is Vietnam Veterans Memorial Park, established in 1988 and
maintained by Thomas J. Tori Chapter 421 of the Vietnam Veterans of America.
Click here for the names, photographs and other information about the Staten Islanders who
were killed in action -- or are still missing in action -- while serving in the armed forces
during the Vietnam War.

And click here for 11 historic facts about Castleton Corners that you may not know.
http://www.silive.com/northshore/index.ssf/2015/03/staten_island_sunday_sights_an_13.html
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Army National Guard Aviation
Army National Guard Trains with Air Guard Close Air Controllers
Military.com; March 20, 2015

FORT DRUM, N.Y. -- It was one team, one fight during a training exercise March 14 for the
New York Army National Guard aviators of B Company 3rd Battalion 126th Aviation and the
New York Air National Guard close air support specialists of the 274th Air Support
Operations Squadron.
The joint training mission allows the crews of two CH-47 F Chinook helicopters flown by the
Rochester-based Army unit to practice the skills involved in planning and executing an air
assault, said Army Capt. Brendan M. Flansburg, the company commander.
The planning that is required while conducting an air assault puts stress on the crews that they
wouldn't normally receive during routine flying, Flansburg said.
An air assault requires the helicopter crews to coordinate the pickup of ground troops,
conduct a tactical approach to the landing zone, conduct a tactical offload of the troops, and
then quickly fly away, he explained. These are skills not tested in a routine flying mission.
"Also, when supporting another unit, there is a certain degree of pressure to perform,"
Flansburg said. "A lot of training value can be derived by operating under pressure. This is
what our Soldiers got out of the training: the required preparation, deliberate execution, and
pressure to perform which is similar to the real deal."
His company just transitioned to the latest model of the venerable CH-47 Chinook, and the
Soldiers are looking for training opportunities to get to know the new aircraft better,
Flansburg said.
The training plan for the March 14 joint mission called for the Army Guard aircrews to land
at Hancock Field Air National Guard Base, pick up members of the 274th Air Support

Operations Squadron, or ASOS, and move them to Fort Drum about 45 minutes flying time
away.
The ASOS Airmen are joint terminal attack controllers who specialize in calling in air support
in support of troops on the ground.
The Airmen conducted a practice assault on the combat training village at Fort Drum to
sharpen the combat skills they need to work with infantrymen and other Army units in the
field.
Staff Sgt. Matthew Rossen, a JTAC with the 274th ASOS, played the part of the opposition
force for the mission and explained why the mission was important for the 274th Airmen.
"We're going to be doing an air assault with our unit into an objective area up at Fort Drum
with some blank firing and also some CAS work, close air support work, as well," Rossen
said. "We'll have some aircraft up there simulating fighter aircraft to attack an objective with
close air support."
Rossen said it was the first time the 274th and the 3-126th conducted an air assault training
mission together. He noted it took place at a slower pace to allow Soldiers to get accustomed
to the helicopters and Airmen to learn how to conduct such a mission and call in air support
with instructors in a safe environment.
"We're basically starting at the crawl phase now to get our unit trained up, get their unit
trained up because this is a new aircraft for them as well and they are getting used to it with
all the upgraded systems in it," he said. "We plan on ramping it up - more advanced air
assault missions in the future ... This is to get our younger JTACs to learn how to integrate
close air support with our air assault mission as well."
With 10 people, plus pilot and crew aboard each aircraft, the two helicopters took off from
Hancock Field for the flight to Fort Drum.
Upon landing one at a time in knee-deep snow the Chinooks dropped off two teams of
Airmen and immediately took off again, as the Soldiers aboard left the area to conduct a
separate sling-loading exercise with the helicopters.
The Airmen formed up and began advancing on the village as they ruck marched through the
snow along a road that led into the area. They reacted to enemy fire and communicated by
radio as they pushed their way to the village.
Once in the village, teams of Airmen assaulted each of the buildings in search of combatants.
As well as reacting to direct and indirect fire, they also used simulated air support from a
Civil Air Patrol airplane supporting the exercise to suppress the enemy.

After a little more than two hours of battling in the village, the Airmen fought off the enemy
and marched further down the road. Within a few minutes, the Chinooks landed and picked
up the Airmen for the trip back to Hancock Field.
For Rossen, the real-life scenario - even at a slower pace - helps Soldiers and Airmen alike
gain familiarization and know what to do before they are presented with the real thing in
combat.
"Better training you can do here equals better effects down range. The first time you see this
stuff, you don't want to be getting shot at while you're seeing it," he said. "(It's about) muscle
memory. The more realistic training we can do here, the more effective we're going to be
down range."
And though it was the first time the two units trained together, Rossen said the joint exercise
provides a realistic situation because the Army and Air Force would work together in similar
fashion for air assault missions in combat.
"We support the Army, period." he said. "We support the ground force commander and his
objectives. If we don't train with them, we're never going to get a full understanding of what
they're looking for. This makes it as realistic as possible for us in the overall grand scheme of
maneuvers."
--Eric Durr, New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs, contributed to this
article.
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2015/03/20/army-national-guard-trains-with-air-guardclose-air-controllers.html
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Counter Drug Task Force
11 charged in crack, gun sales:Nine Schenectady residents among federal
defendants
Times Union, Thursday, March 26, 2015

Albany- Eleven people — including nine Schenectady residents — were arrested Thursday on
felony charges of selling crack and firearms, according to a news release from the U.S.
Attorney's Office in the Northern District of New York.
Nine indictments were unsealed in federal court in Albany. The defendants were arraigned
and are scheduled for detention hearings Monday and Tuesday, U.S. Attorney Richard
Hartunian said.

The defendants face various charges, including conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute
crack, possession with intent to distribute crack and dealing firearms without a license, he
said.
Arrested were Schenectady residents Kareem Thompson, 32; Assan Allah, 47; Darrel IrvingAnderson, 23; Leryco Hayes, 44; Charles McCormick, Jr., 21; Barrington Mordaunt, 51;
Autumn Saglimbeni, 29; Richel Skokan, 38; and Jayquan Tomer, 23. They face sentences
from five years to life in prison, if convicted.
Kathlynne Marable, 28, of Albany and Sharma Sukdeo, 20, of Long Island also were arrested.
The arrests were the result of a joint investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, the Schenectady District Attorney's
Office, the Schenectady Police Department, the New York State Department of Corrections,
the New York National Guard Counter-Drug Task Force, the Albany County Sheriff's Office,
as well as the U.S. Attorney's Office.
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/11-charged-in-crack-gun-sales-6161944.php
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Feds: 11 arrested in bust of cocaine, illegal guns ring
Associated Press, Mar 27, 2015

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. (AP) - Federal authorities say they arrested nearly a dozen people
who were involved in a cocaine and firearms trafficking ring in the Schenectady area.
The U.S. Attorney's Office in Albany, the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives say the suspects were rounded up Thursday morning and arraigned before a
federal magistrate.
Officials say the arrests are the result of a multi-agency investigation that included assistance
from Schenectady police, the Albany County Sheriff's Office and the New York National
Guard Counter-Drug Task Force.
Nine of the suspects live in Schenectady, while one is from Albany and another is from
Valley Stream on Long Island.
Officials say the suspects are being detained pending detention hearings that are scheduled for
Monday and Tuesday.

http://www.myfoxny.com/story/28629498/feds-11-arrested-in-bust-of-cocaine-illegal-gunsring
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11 indicted on felony drug, gun charges in Schenectady
WTEN, March 26, 2015

SCHENECTADY, N.Y. (NEWS10) – U.S. Attorney Richard Hartunian announced 11 people
were indicted on drug and gun charges on Thursday.
Eleven defendants were arrested on federal felony charges arising out of the sale of cocaine
base, or crack, and firearms in and around Schenectady, according to Hartunian. The charges
were a result of nine indictments that were unsealed in federal court in Albany.
The defendants were arrested Thursday morning, arraigned and detained pending detention
hearings, which are scheduled for March 30 and 31.
The charges were a result of a joint investigation conducted by the FBI, the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; the Schenectady Police Department, the New
York State Department of Corrections, the NY National Guard Counter-Drug Task Force, the
Albany County Sheriff’s Office, and the Office of the United States Attorney for the Northern
District of New York.
The following defendants were charged:
•Kareen Thompson, aka Gorilla, 32, of Schenectady
•Assan Allah, aka Jamel Campbell, aka Just, 47, of Schenectady
•Darrel Irving-Anderson, aka Lil’D, 23, of Schenectady
•Leryco Hayes, aka Big Bro, 44, of Schenectady
•Kathlynne Marable, aka Kat, 28, of Albany
•Charles McCormick, Jr., aka C, 21, of Schenectady
•Barrington Mordaunt, aka Bigz, 51, of Schenectady
•Autumn Saglimbeni, 29, of Schenectady
•Richel Skokan, aka Shel, aka Sheryl, 38, of Schenectady

•Sharma Sukdeo, aka Andrew, 20, of Valley Stream, Long Island
•Jayquan Tomer, aka Killer, 23, of Schenectady
http://news10.com/2015/03/26/11-indicted-on-felony-drug-gun-charges-in-schenectady/\
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New York Army National Guard
Looking Back: 1965
Times Union, March 23, 2015

The 27th Armored Division of the New York State National Guard, which included units in
Albany, Schenectady and Troy, was to be reduced to a brigade and become a part of the 50th
Armored Division of the New Jersey National Guard. The 27th division had a personnel
strength of about 8,000.
http://blog.timesunion.com/history/looking-back-such-flirts-1915/1448/
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Pre-emptive strike aims to save base
Times Union, March 24, 2015

Even though downsizing or closing Fort Drum is far from certain, Rep. Elise Stefanik, RWillsboro, is putting the North Country Army post's preservation on her A-list of issues.
"Fort Drum is unlike any other military installation in the country," said Stefanik, who was
sworn into office in January and won a seat on the House Armed Services Committee largely
to defend the post from being closed under "sequestration," or the Army's program of
downsizing.
"Fort Drum is the biggest single-site employer in New York state," Stefanik said. "It's far
broader than just the (U.S. congressional) 21st District.''
Last week, Stefanik attended a reception, pep rally and listening session in the Watertown
area near Fort Drum aimed at showing the Defense Department that the surrounding
community wants the base to stay.

She got the signatures of the entire New York congressional delegation — House and Senate
— on a letter to Defense Secretary Ashton Carter saying they are "dedicated to sustaining
Fort Drum, its service members and their families."
Fort Drum occupies 168 square miles and is home to some 16,697 regular Army soldiers. It
employs 3,827 civilians, and supports an overall community of 41,000 that includes family
members and military retirees. Its economic impact on the surrounding community amounted
to $1.3 billion in 2014.
Fort Drum is the home of the storied 10th Mountain Division, which first was deployed at the
end of World War II to the snowy summits of the North Apennine Mountains and the Po
Valley in Italy. Its specialty is cold weather training, something Stefanik said she grew to
appreciate on her first trip to Afghanistan in February as part of a House Armed Services
Committee delegation. She met with soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division and said "It was
cold there."
In a videotaped message, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand cited an Army study which concluded that
"if there were a significant reduction in the military force stationed at Fort Drum, there would
be a direct effect on the economic conditions of the surrounding community.''
Sen. Chuck Schumer also delivered a video message in which he said: "Fort Drum is part of
the very soul of the North Country, and as long as Chuck Schumer is in the Senate, it will
remain so.''
The rush to defend Fort Drum is taking place in the midst of possible cuts mandated by the
Budget Control Act of 2011 and its sequestration — across-the-board cuts that kick in if
Congress can't agree to deficit reduction. The cuts don't affect military operations or
entitlements such as Social Security and Medicare.
Also, the Army is in the midst of downsizing from a high of 570,000 at the height of U.S.
involvement in Afghanistan and Iraq to 490,000 by the end of this fiscal year. The Army will
shrink again to 475,000 by the end of fiscal 2016.
These two are a double whammy, with Pentagon officials asking Fort Drum to study the
impact of losing 16,000 soldiers — virtually the entire regular Army force at the post.
In testimony last week before the House Armed Services Committee, Army Secretary John
McHugh — who represented Stefanik's district in Congress between 1993 and 2009 — and
Army Chief of Staff Gen. Raymond Odierno warned that drastic funding cuts could harm the
Army's ability to meet its most basic combat goals.
"Although we are already expecting a decline in the overall readiness of our forces (this year),
it pales in comparison to the decrease of readiness under expected sequester levels (next
year),'' the two said in written testimony. "Sequestration measures will not only dissipate the
modest gains we achieved, but will leave the Army in a hollow and precarious state.''

If staffing goes below a total force of 980,000 — 450,000 in the regular Army and the rest in
the Army National Guard and Army Reserve — "we will not be able to meet the multiple
challenges to U.S. national interests without incurring an imprudent level of risk to our
nation's security,'' the two said.
Asked about the chances of cuts impacting Fort Drum, an Army spokesman, Dov Schwartz,
said "no decisions have been made. Fort Drum could be affected just like any of the Army's
other 29 installations.'' He said winter training also takes place at Army posts in Alaska.
But closure or even reduction is far from certain as Congress weighs its options in meeting
deficit-reduction targets. "The only reason to shiver up there is because it's cold, not because
someone is going to close the post,'' said Gordon Adams, a professor at American University
and a former Office of Management and Budget official in the Clinton administration.
Sequestration cuts kick in only if Congress fails to adhere to spending caps, Adams said. "If
the budget falls within the caps, the sequester is not going to happen,'' he said.
And military installations can only be closed if Congress decides to empanel a base-closing
commission — known by the acronym BRAC. Congress has been unwilling to go that route
since 2005.
"Whatever fears are being expressed about Fort Drum strike me as phantom fears,'' said
Adams. "They are the willies without a cause.''
Still, Stefanik is taking no chances.
"All members (of Congress) understand how devastating sequester is,'' she said. "Sequester's
across-the-board cuts have a tremendously negative impact on readiness and deployment.
There are savings to be had, but these kinds of cuts do not represent good policymaking.''
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Pre-emptive-strike-aims-to-save-base-6156900.php
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