


















































December 11
UNICEF Birthday

December 12
National Gingerbread House Day
Poinsettia Day

December 13
National Cocoa Day

December 14

Monkey Day

December 15
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December 18
Answer Your Telephone Like Buddy The Elf Day

December 24

December 25

December 31
New Years Eve

December is:
Kwanzaa 12/26-1/1
BINGO Month

December 1
National Pie Day
National Eat a Red Apple Day 

December 2
National Mutt Day
Special Education Day

December 4
National Cookie Day

December 5
International Ninja Day

December 6

St. Nicholas Day 

December 7
Pearl Harbor Day 

December 8
National Brownie Day
Pretend to be a Time Traveler Day 

‘T’was The Night Before Christmas’                        
was first published in Troy, NY!

‘T’was The Night Before Christmas’, the world 
famous poem of a Christmas Eve visit from Santa 
Claus was first published in the Troy Sentinel (Troy, 
NY)  on December 23rd 1823. It was published 
anonymously (author unknown) and was later 
credited to Clement C. Moore of New York City.

The names of Santa’s Reindeer “Donner” and 
“Blitzen” are from the Dutch words “Dunder” and 
“Blixem” meaning Thunder and Lightening.

http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/AboutUS/Trivia/Christmas.aspx



Activities Websites – FREE STUFF TO DO!

Buffalo Area: http://fun4kidsinbuffalo.com/

Rochester: http://www.rocparent.com/search/event/free-events/#

http://rochester.kidsoutandabout.com/

Syracuse: http://www.newyorkupstate.com/syracuse/

NYC: http://mommypoppins.com/

Capital Region: www.albany.com/winter/

NY State: ** 3rd & 4th graders - FREE SKIING THIS WINTER!! 
https://www.iskiny.com/ski-deals/free-kids-program

Materials:

• small glass jar

• a plastic figurine

• glycerin (optional: while it's not necessary, it makes the glitter float 

better)

• glitter

• water

• glue (we used a hot glue gun, but superglue should work too)

Instructions

 Decide what you would like to put in your snow globe like a Happy 

Meal Toy or Gumball Machine Toy

 Glue, place, and stick your plastic figurine to the inside of the jar lid.

 Fill your jar with water and/or glycerin and add glitter ~ 1-2 

teaspoons.

 Screw the lid on the jar (glue it if you're concerned about your child 

trying to open it.)

 That's it! Shake your jar or tip it upside down to make it snow!



Potato Latkes

A favorite Hanukkah food is latkes, or potato pancakes. Originally, the pancakes were made of cheese. 
Eventually, the custom grew to incorporate eating pancakes of all kinds.

Jewish people eat latkes because they are cooked in oil reminding them of the miracle of the single cruse
[pitcher of oil]. *Try these with adult supervision because they are made with hot oil.

Recipe:

•3 cups shredded potato (squeeze excess liquid out 
with paper towel)
•1/4 cup grated onion 
•2 eggs, beaten 
•6 saltine crackers, crushed or 5 Tbsp Flour
•1 teaspoon salt 
•1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper 
•1/2 cup vegetable oil, or as needed 

Directions:
1.Mix potato, onion, eggs, crackers or flour, salt and pepper together in a large bowl. 

2.Pour enough vegetable oil into a skillet to fill about 1/2-inch deep; heat over medium-high heat. 

3.Drop spoonfuls of the potato mixture into the hot oil; slightly flatten the latkes into the oil with the back 
of your spoon so they are evenly thick. 

4.Cook in hot oil until browned and crisp, 3 to 5 minutes per side. Drain latkes on a plate lined with a 
paper towel. 

*Serve immediately for the best taste. You can keep the 
latkes hot in a warm oven. Serve with sour cream or 
applesauce, or sprinkle with granulated sugar.

Shin Hei Gimel Nun

Try an on-line Dreidel Game at: 
spinthedreidel.com

Dreidel
“Dreidel” is from a German word meaning 
“top”. The game is an adaptation of an old 
gambling game. Hanukkah was one of the 
few times of the year when Rabbis permitted 
games of chance. The dreidel, therefore, was 
a natural candidate for Hanukkah 
entertainment.

The four sides of the top bear four Hebrew 
letters: nun, gimel, hei, and shin. Players 
would begin by "anteing" a certain number 
of coins, nuts, or other objects. Today, 
children play using chocolate money 
(Hanukkah gelt). 

Each one in turn would then spin the 
dreidel and proceed as follows: 
nun – take nothing; 
gimel – take everything; 
hei – take half; 
shin – put in.   

Hanukkah Traditions for Everyone

To learn more about Hanukkah go to: 
http://www.joi.org/celebrate/hanuk/index.shtml


