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• 13 Yellow Ribbon Events
• 15 Teen Council Events and Meetings
• 11 Partnered Community Organization 

Events/Meetings
• 10 Summer Day Camps
• 7 Family Day Events
• 4 Month of the Military Child Events
• 2 Week Long Summer Camps
• 2 Teen Trainings and Team Building Days
• 2 Strong Bonds Events with 7 Habits of Highly 

Effective Teens and Kids
• 4th Annual Teen Council Forum Trip to 

Buffalo, NY
• Completed School Outreach to 265 Districts 

Around the State

Our Mission is to provide our geographically dispersed 
children and youth with leadership, resources, services, 
and education. The Child and Youth Program ensures that 
the structures and services reflect the unique needs of all 
military youth. 

• Provide fun, physical, social, and educational 
opportunities for dispersed military youth

• Collaborate with school professionals in order 
to provide “best practices” and resources that 
will assist in meeting the needs of military 
children

• Continually seek and build community support 
networks for military youth

• Provide trainings to civilian and non-civilian 
professionals and organizations about military 
culture and the effects on military youth

• Continue to grow and expand our Teen 
Council throughout NYS

• Increase Volunteers

Component
6-12 

Years Old
13-18 

Years Old
Adults

Army National Guard 360 156 819

Air Force National 
Guard

548 343 932

Army Active 14 5 21

Army Reserve 0 0 9

Air Force Active 0 22 0

Air Force Reserve 12 0 80

Navy Active 2 0 3

Navy Reserve 0 2 4

Marine Active 2 2 50

Other 110 65 1649

Total 1048 595 3567

2016 Highlights

Mission Statement

Goals

While on the Teen Council trip I had an 

added growth of responsibility, 

determination, learning to work as a team is 

important, and being able to cooperate with 

new people you never met before.  - Isaac H., 

Teen Council Member

”

“



105 adult and youth volunteers worked a combined 945 hours documented hours to 
bolster over 35 events in support of military youth and families.  Volunteers worked to 
sustain Yellow Ribbons, Month of the Military Child Events, Summer Camps, Family 
Day Camps, Community Events and the Teen Council Forum Trip. 

In Fiscal Year 2016, The NYNG Teen Council had 38 military 
affiliated teens before high school graduation in June. Combined, 
they volunteered over 550 hours at more than 19 events including 
The Memorial Day Flag Project, Wreaths Across America, Yellow 
Ribbons, Walk a Mile in Their Boots, Family Holiday Parties, and 
the Month of the Military Child Celebration Event. 
This year marked the New York National Guard Teen Council’s 4th

Annual Teen Council Forum Trip. This year, the trip took place in 
Buffalo, New York and was centered around the various historical 
landmarks and features that Buffalo has to offer. One of the 
highlights of the Forum Trip was our collaboration with Survivor 
Outreach Services and their Operation STAR Camp participants. 
After joining the STAR campers at Pioneer Camp in Angola, NY, 
our teens were able to spend time with the campers for meals, 
games, and activities. The STAR campers participated in our group 
session with motivational speaker Patrick Perez, and also attended 
our tour of Ralph Wilson Stadium. The time spent with these 
campers and their families allowed our teens to interact with 
survivor children and opened their eyes to the situations of 
individuals around them. 

Fiscal Year 2016 was the first year that the Guard Teen 
Panel Representative was chosen from New York State. As 
the GTP Representative, Lexi Q. traveled to San Antonio, 
Texas to participate in training and professional 
development alongside her fellow representatives. Lexi 
interacted with the other teens from around the country 
as they discussed ideas to improve the lives of military 
children throughout the country, as well as what they, as 
GTP Representatives, could do to improve their own 
programming. Lexi has taken part in several conference 
calls and has been in contact with the Child and Youth 
Program Coordinators throughout Region 2 in order to 
ensure that all of the region’s teens are being represented 
properly. Additionally, Lexi has taken steps to implement 
new concepts and ideas for events and programs within 
New York State. 

Volunteers

Teen Council

Guard Teen Panel

Through the color energies activity, I 

learned how different people have 

different personalities and how I can 

work with them better, this was really 

cool and would love to do it again at 

another training.  - Samantha C., Teen 

Council Member

”

“



The Family 
Readiness 
Council 
provided the 
funds for all 
the meals, 
drinks, and 
snacks 
throughout the 
Annual Teen 
Council Forum 
trip in Erie 
County 
(Buffalo 
Region)

Pioneer Camp and 
Retreat Center, Inc. 
located in Western NY 
rests of 75 acres of 
lakefront property that 
includes their very own 
beach on Lake Erie.  
Pioneer hosts Operation 
Gold Star Camp, OPC, 
Teen Lock-Ins and many 
community events.  

Survivor Outreach 
Services supports 
Survivors and Families of 
our Fallen Soldiers.  
Embracing those children 
in the SOS and Child and 
Youth Program to work 
together in order to enable 
them to remain an 
important part of the 
National Guard as long as 
they desire

Buffalo Bills 
formed new 
partnership for future 
events.  Had a press 
release on our day 
there that generated 
interest in our 
program.

The YMCA
provides dedicated, 
professional child-
care and use their 
facilities for Yellow 
Ribbon Events.

U.S. Army 
Child, Youth 
and School 
Services this 
partnership was 
strengthened 
through 
continuous 
collaboration 
throughout the 
year as well as 
through the 
integration of our 
National Guard 
Children into their 
programming and 
Summer Day 
Camp.  

Community Partners



This summer, the Child and Youth Program formed a great new partnership with the Buffalo Bills football 

team.  The Teen Council and the Camp Star kids were able to participate in a tour of the Ralph Wilson 

Stadium, while joined by 2 of the players.  Jordan Gay and James Wilder Jr. spend the whole time with the kids 

taking photos, talking to them, and signing autographs.  The Community Relations Manager, Meghan Hess,  

wants to continue to grow the partnership with the NY National Guard Child and Youth Program and would 

also like to help our teens get involved in more events in the Buffalo area.  The Child and Youth Program is 

taking  this experience and reaching out to the other professional and  semi-pro teams (Ex: NY Giants, NY 

Jets, Buffalo Sabers, NY Rangers, NY Mets, NY Yankees, NY Knicks, NY Islanders, etc.) that are in New York 

for future events and activities.  

The Child and Youth Program paired up with the  Air Bases and Armories across the state for the first ever 

state wide Family Dinner & Movie Night.  In conjunction with the Month of the Military Child, this event 

brought children and families the opportunity to meet and form relationships with other families in their 

areas.  Our goal for this event was to bring families together for a night out without them worrying about the 

cost. This goal was met when the families were able to enjoy each other’s company and allow their children to 

meet and spend time with other kids who are just like them.  We are hoping to do this on a semiannual basis 

in order to continue to place focus on increasing the morale within our families across the state.  This proved 

to be a great way to also connect the families with services and resources within Family Programs outside of a 

traditional event (Yellow Ribbon)

Buffalo Bills Partnership

Family Dinner & Movie Night

Our youth have 

benefited by 

learning new 

skills and 

developing the 

team work 

concept. This

helps with 

problem solving.

”

“



New York National 
Guard Child and 
Youth Program

Keri J. Attanasio
Lead Child and Youth Program 
Coordinator (LCYPC)
Keri.j.Attanasio.ctr@mail.mil
518-786-4904 (office)
518-225-3077 (cell)

Ashley N. Semerad
Child and Youth Program 
Coordinator (CYPC)
Ashley.n.Semerad.ctr@mail.mil
518-786-4614 (office)
518-461-3031 (cell)

The Child and Youth 

Program Coordinators are 

fully engaged with our youth 

and provide

excellent team building 

exercises. Their input is vital 

to the success of our family 

events and

programs. – Family Member 

2016 Satisfaction Survey

”

“

Their 
enthusiasm, zeal 
to involve our 
youth 
throughout the 
state, willingness 
to embrace to
Ideas – MAJ Scott 
Ehler (State 
Chaplain) 

”

“


