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From the leadership

aintaining the strength of our New

York military forces is always a
concern for me, especially as we near the
end of the recruiting year.We have to be
able to deliver for the people of New York
State as well as for our federal mission on
the Army and Air side. We have been able
to meet these obligations, but sometimes we
have not had the numbers of Soldiers and
Airmen we would have liked.

We are going to have a lot of deployments
next year on the Army side and we will
continue to have on-going deployments on
theairside. Since wewill be sending Soldiers
and Airmen overseas, we need arobust Guard
to guarantee that we can continue to meet
our domestic security missions.

Strength maintenance is an important
issue for every Soldier and Airman. Without
enough troops the National Guard Bureau
will seek to change our force structure.
This means units now in New York will be
moved to other states. Fewer unitswill mean
fewer opportunities for officers and NCOs
to enjoy full National Guard careers with an
opportunity for new and challenging jobs.

Fewer unitswillalso make itharder forusto
meet our homeland security and emergency
preparedness missions. Fewer units’ means

less equipment and less capabilities to
respond to floods, hurricanes, snowstorms,
security alerts, and the other emergencies we
deal with as many as eight times a year.

Strength maintenance is not just an Army
Guard issue. Itis critical to our Air National
GuardWingstoo. The Air National Guard has
to maintain what has traditionally been good
strength. We have the largest Air National
Guard in the country and we want to keep it
that way so we are giving wing commanders
recruiting targets to meet.

Although most of the attention gets focused
on the Army and Air National Guard, the
strength of the New York Guard and the
New York Naval Militia, the other half of
our military force, is also vital.

We depend on the Navy and Marine Corps
reservistswho participate inthe Naval Militia
for critical security functions. We need to
keep our Military Emergency Boat Service
viable, while integrating Naval Militia
members into all of our ongoing security
operations.

The members of the voluntary New York
Guard have rendered great services in the
past and will continue to do so. We are
redefining the mission and roles of the New
York Guard to keep it relevant. When we do

that, and when we have properly resourced
those missions, we can bring in more quality
volunteers.

These are challenging times for leaders at
all levels. We’re asking you to work hard to
retain service members and find new ones.
At the same time we’re also asking you to
train hard for potential federal deployments,
and meet all state emergency mission
requirements.

Unit leaders have to be ready to find
Soldiers and Airmen to respond to local
floods, like those in Delaware County
recently, or provide extra soldiers to pull
security at New York City tunnels and bridges
as we did over the Fourth of July holiday.

Majors and colonels working these
challenges must still find time to mentor
our young captains and lieutenants. Senior
NCOs must make time to work with our
young sergeants, too. Ifwe do not make time
to mentor our rising generation of leaders,
then we won’t have leaders to pass this fine
organization on to.

We are working the strength issue hard
at state headquarters and at our major
commands, but this is a leadership issue for
all levels of command. And those leaders
need the support of all Soldiers and Airmen.

Maj. Gen. Joseph J. Taluto

With the end of the fiscal year coming, we
all have to pull together to make our strength
goals.

I can preach all | want to, but it is up to the
leaders at the company and squadron level,
to make strength a priority. I’m counting on
each and every one of you to do your part
in keeping our fine Soldiers and Airmen in
the National Guard and bringing in new
members.

This is a great organization. Working
together we will keep it that way.

GuAarD NOTES

New identity-theft scam

WASHINGTON (Armed Forces Press Network) -- The
American Red Cross is warning military spouses about
a new identity-theft scam that targets family members of
deployed troops.

The Red Cross was alerted of the scam early in June,
said Devorah Goldburg of the Red Cross.

The scam involves a person with an American accent
calling a military spouse, identifying herself as a
representative of the Red Cross, and telling the spouse that
her husband was hurt in Iraq and was medically evacuated
to Germany. The caller then says that doctors can’t start
treatment until paperwork is completed, and that to start
the paperwork they need the spouse to verify her husband’s
social security number and date of birth.

It is hard to determine how many spouses have been
targeted by this scam, Ms. Goldburg said, asthere are many
ways for spouses to report problems like this. However,
one confirmed report was enough for the Red Cross to
act, she said.

“We know that it happened to one person; it was probably
going to happen to others, and we wanted to be prudent

and alert people,” she said.

American Red Cross representatives typically do not
contact military members or dependents directly and almost
always go through acommander or first sergeant, according
to a Red Cross news release. Military family members are
urged not to give out any personal information over the
phone if contacted by unknown individuals, including
confirmation that their spouse is deployed.

In addition, Red Cross representatives contact military
members or dependents directly only in response to an
emergency message initiated by a family member, the
news release said. The Red Cross does not report any type
of casualty information to family members; the Defense
Department will contact families directly.

It is a federal crime, punishable by up to five years in
prison, for a person to fraudulently pretend to be a member
of, or an agent for, the American Red Cross for the purpose
of soliciting, collecting, or receiving money or material,
accordingtothe news release. Any military family member
who receives such a call is urged to report it to his or her
local family readiness group or military personnel flight.

Army opens new Military-Only resort

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. -- The Army recently opened Cape Henry Inn, a military-only resort in Virginia Beach.
The Inn offers 120 rooms, two swimming pools, two outside cabannas, playgrounds and outside grills.
The U.S. Army Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Command plans on expanding the property over the
next two years with additional rooms and conference facilities.
Reservations must be made by those individuals who are Active Duty, Retired, Reserve military, or DoD civilian.
For more information, visit the Cape Henry Inn website http://www.capehenryinn.com or telephone the Inn at (757)

422-8818.

Guard reducing number of
troops on border

WASHINGTON (American Forces Press Service) -The
National Guard plans to adjust the number of personnel
performing security duty along the U.S.-Mexican border
from about 6,000 to about 3,000 members, a National
Guard Bureau spokesman said July 10",

Last year, President Bush directed the National Guard
to assist U.S. Customs and Border Protection Agency
in patrolling the 2,000-mile-long border with Mexico,
National Guard Bureau spokesman Maj. David Kolarik told
American Forces Press Service during a phone interview
from the bureau’s headquarters in Arlington, Va.

Almost 6,000 Guard members - mostly volunteers --
have been on border security duty in the southwestern
states of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California in
support of the U.S. Border Patrol since June 2006.

“It was never meant to be a permanent solution,”
Kolarik said of the National Guard’s participation in
Operation Jump Start. “It was an intermediate measure
to provide support for border security efforts until they
brought the additional resources and personnel in line
that they needed.” The Guard redeployment is slated for
completion around Sept. 1, he said.

About 3,000 National Guard members will continue
assisting the Customs and Border Protection Agency
along the U.S.-Mexican border.

The National Guard’s presence along the U.S.-Mexican
border has helped to curtail illegal immigration as well
as to circumvent narcotics traffic.

Guard members on border duty do not perform law
enforcement, but they do conduct surveillance, work with
entry identification teams, assist with communications
and give administrative support to the Border Patrol.
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New construction to be a central point for mobilization of Guard and reserve forces:

Congressman Israel and Guard announce new
Armed Forces Reserve Center for Long Island

Congressional News Release
FARMINGDALE - Congressman Steve Israel
(D- Huntington) joined New York National
Guardsmen and reservists to announce the
establishment of an $86 million state-of-the
art Armed Forces Reserve Center.

The multi-use facility will be home to
approximately 1,275 uniformed personnel,
servingasacentral location for the mobilization
of New York National Guard and Reserve forces
in the event of a natural disaster or a terrorist
attack and as a facility for training, equipment
storage and administration functions.

“Thanks to the efforts of Congressman Israel,
Long Islandisgaining astate-of-the artreserve
center that will also be a training site for New
York National Guard forces,” said Governor
Elliot Spitzer. “When completed in 2010, the
new facility will provide a base for National
Guard units responding to emergencies in
both Nassau and Suffolk counties and provide
emergency shelter to hundreds of residents in
the event of a snowstorm or hurricane.”

Israel was joined by Col. Geoffrey Slack,

operations officer, 42" Infantry Division and Col. Michael Canders, commander, 106"
Rescue Wing. Canders is also the commander of Joint Task Force Two, which is responsible
for providing support to Nassau and Suffolk counties if activated by the governor in the

U.S. Rep. Steve Israel (center) is joined by Col. Geoffrey Slack, Marine Sgt. Hayes and Colonel Canders
(pictured from left to right) in announcing the construction of the Farmingdale Armed Forces Reserve
Center. Courtesy photo.

event of an emergency situation.

This past March, Congressman Israel
joined Governor Spitzer and Major
General Joseph P. Taluto, Adjutant General
for the State of New York, in releasing
a report on the staffing and equipment
levels of the New York National Guard.
While the Guard has been asked to support
more operations than ever before, it is
only funded at 61 percent of its full-time
requirements for staffingand at41 percent
of authorized equipment.

“The Farmingdale Armed Forces
Reserve Center will provide a first rate
facility that will allow our Army National
Guard units to provide responsive support
for our Long Island communities,” said
Gen. Taluto. “This building will bring
the National Guard on Long Island into
the 21 Century.”

The Farmingdale Center will be used by
military reserve forces of the New York
Army National Guard, U.S. Navy Reserve,

U.S. Army Reserve and U.S. Marine Corps Reserve.
Construction of the project is expected to be complete by July 2010, with demolition of
existing facilities occurring through June 2007. O

Governor meets troops, expresses support for 10" Mountain Division

Story and photo by Eric Durr
Guard Times Staff

From left: Maj. Gen. Oates, Gov. Spitzer, Lt. Gov. Paterson and Maj.
Gen. Taluto pose for a photo in front of Fort Drum’s Climb to Glory
statue. It was Gov. Spitzer’s first visit to the military installation as
Govenor of the State of New York.

FORT DRUM--Governor Eliot Spitzer, the commander in
chief of New York’s military forces, made his first trip to
Fort Drum, May 25.

Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto, the Adjutant General,
accompanied the governor and Lt. Gov. David Paterson
during his visit with military family members, local civilian
leaders, and Maj. Gen. Mike Oates, the commander of Fort
Drum and the 10" Mountain Division.

The visit provided him with a chance to learn more about
the military post, which injects about $1.2 billion into the
economy eachyear, and the Soldiers that live and work there,
the governor said. The visit, on the eve of Memorial Day
weekend, was also a chance to express support for Soldiers
and their families, and recognize the sacrifices they make,
the governor said.

“We respect every Soldier for the risks that he or she
shoulders every day when they go into combat,” Spitzer
said. “Memorial Day is a time to honor the sacrifices that
Soldiers make on a regular basis.”

During his visit with Oates, Spitzer was briefed on the search
for members of the 10" Mountain Division’s 2" Brigade
who are missing in Iraq. Spec. Alex R. Jimenez, 25, and
Pvt. Byron W. Fouty, 19, were taken prisoner by insurgents
during a May 12 ambush. The body of Pfc. Joseph Anzack.,
20, was identified the day of the governor’s visit.

“We just wait with baited breathe as do family members,
and all members of the armed forces, and we pray for
those Soldiers and hope there is an affirmative result,”
said Spitzer.

Spitzer visited the post’s Rapid Deployment Facility
through which more than 2,700 New York National Guard

Soldiers and Airman have passed during deployments.
He also viewed new construction underway to house the
additional troops the Army is stationing at Fort Drum.

“We respect every Soldier for the
risks that he or she shoulders every

day when they go into combat”

The New York Army National Guard recently completed
a $7.4 million Readiness Center at Fort Drum to house the
102" Maintenance Co. and elements of the 42" Infantry
Division headquarters. Work will soon begin on a 149,800
square foot addition to the New York National Guard’s
Maneuver Area Training Equipment. That new construction
is estimated to cost $12.6 million

Fort Drum is the main training area for New York Army
National Guard Soldiers and for other deploying National
Guard Soldiers throughout the northeast.

Since 9/11, the post has also served as a key mobilization
and training site for deploying National Guard and Reserve
Soldiers.

Spitzer, Paterson, Taluto and Oates met with members of
the Fort Drum Regional Liaison Organization. The group
of Fort Drum area community leader was formed in 1990 to
promote cooperation between the military and the civilian
communities and advocate for Fort Drum.

Thegovernorand lieutenantgovernor also metwith military
families. He was struck by how much the military families
reported enjoying the North Country and the region’s quality
oflife, Spitzer said. He was also impressed by their dedication
to the Army, and how many of them had reenlisted despite
repeated deployments. 00
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Clean up a breeze for Long sland aV|at|on unit

Story and photos by Sgt. 15t Class Steven Petibone

42" Combat Aviation Brigade

DEER PARK, LONG ISLAND - Aircrews from the 3™
Battalion, 142" Aviation Regiment, 42" Combat Aviation
Brigade located near Ronkonkoma partnered with the local
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) Park Rangers to perform an innovative training
mission clean-up project in a New York State Park located
between Deer Park and Baywood. Aircrews lifted abandoned
vehicles from the park to protect the environment.

The New York National Guard’s innovative readiness
training program is known as GuardHELP. Launched in
June of 1998, GuardHELP is New York State’s innovative
non-emergency support program linking the capabilities
of the New York National Guard with the needs of New
York’s communities.

GuardHELP stands for HEAR what communities need,
EDUCATE them on Guard capabilities, LINK the appropriate
capabilities to those needs and PARTNER with New York’s
communities for the mutual benefit of both the people of
New York and their Guard force.
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The Edgewood Oak Brush Plains Preserve is a small
community nature preserve and walking trail that the
surrounding towns and citizens want to improve.

The DEC’s goal for the project was to improve and
maintain the existing preserve, prevent dumping, prevent
unauthorized motorcycle and all-terrain vehicle access and
preserve the maximum amount of open space connecting
infrastructures around the area.

The 142" Avn. Regt.’s assistance brought a two-fold
solution to the DEC’s initiative of park preservation and
aided future budget planning.

First, the 142" used their UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter to
airlift two abandoned vehicles and the remains of a flatbed
truck from the underbrush by use of a sling-load and drop
them off near the parking area of the preserve for the DEC
to dispose of.

“The DEC benefited by saving a lot of money having
us remove these derelict vehicles.” Said Warrant Officer
3 Richard Siracusano, Jr., safety officer, 142" Avn. Regt.

“Now, money in their budget can go toward making this
park preserve a cleaner, safer and more attractive place for
the community.”

Second, using the sling load method, the 142" airlifted and
strategically positioned more than nine 3500-pound Jersey
barriers along trails and access points in order to prevent
unauthorized motorcycle and all-terrain vehicle access.

“The completion of this GuardHELP project helps us
manage the entry of illegal access vehicles suchasall-terrain
vehicles and dirt-bikes.” Said DEC Forest Ranger, Capt.
Tim Burns, public information officer. “This is in keeping
with the agencies (DEC’s) plan to reclaim the preserve and
return it to its natural habitat.”

This is not the first time that the Ronkonkoma-based
aviation unit has partnered with the DEC in a GuardHELP
project. In 2003, the aviation battalion helped to construct
fish habitats in Lake Ronkonkoma by airlifting and dropping
massive tree stumps unearthed by the New York Department
of Transportation along Interstate 87. 00
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Flash flood in Catskills draws Guard Engineer support

Story and photo by Sgt. 1st Class David P. Benamati
138th Public Affairs Detachment

COLCHESTER - New York Governor Eliot Spitzer
mobilized Army Guard engineers from the 204" Engineer
Battalion based in Binghamton and the 827" Engineer
Company from Walton to state active duty following
devastating flash flooding in the western Catskills on June
18. The Army Guard Soldiers assisted local authorities
after an unusually heavy rain overflowed the banks of the
Holiday Brook in the town here, destroying several homes
and causing the deaths of an estimated four residents.
Several parts of Holiday Brook Road in the region between
Delaware and Sullivan Counties were completely washed
out by the flash flooding.

More than 60 National Guardsmen rallied at the Walton
armory approximately eleven miles from Colchester and
transported bulldozers, front-end loaders and other heavy
engineer equipment to the scene in order to rebuild the
washed away road sections for emergency responders and
attempted to return the waters of the Holiday Brook back
to their original course.

Emergency management officials estimated that more
than eight inches of rain caused the slopes of the hills
surrounding Holiday Brook to erode and slide down into
the brook, carrying hundreds of trees with the landslide. As
the trees floated downstream, they clogged several small
bridges that spanned the brook, forcing the water to over
flow the banks. The resulting flash flood washed away
several sections of road and large sections of land.

One home was destroyed and several homes were
damaged as the debris washed downstream. Four people
were declared missing in the aftermath of the storm and
two bodies were recovered by emergency responders
during the initial National Guard callup.

Guard Engineersworked alongside members of the New
York State Department of Transportation, the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation, the
Village of Colchester, and the Town of Hancock to haul
fill material from local sources. Placing the fill in washed
away portions of the main road helped create a bypass and
eventually allowed for the restoration of culverts over the
brook and the repair of the road. Thousands of yards of dirt
and gravel were needed to replace what was eventually
washed down stream into the Pepacton Reservoir.

“It’s going to take weeks, easy, just to get a basic trail
up there (the mountain area affected) to fill back in.”
said Staff Sgt. Thaddeus R. Bull, Detachment 1, 827%
Engineer Company.

Other members of the 827" Engineers went from house
to house to check on residents in the area of Holiday
Brook Road and offered assistance where it was needed.
Some residents were evacuated because their homes
were in imminent danger of being washed away by the
flooding.

As power and emergency services were restored to the
area and emergency road repairs transitioned towards
more predictable recovery operations, Bull commented
on how the surrounding communities of Colchester and
Hancock ‘had come together’ in support of the New York
Army National Guard and its partnership in support of
the large number of local and state agencies.

The Guard’s 53" Troop Command in Valhallaresponded
asthe lead element of the Joint Task Force support requests
from the State Emergency Management Office.

Nineteen other National Guard Soldiers and Airmen
supported the operation with logistics, communications,
and command and control oversight. More than 50 National
Guard personnel were involved in the response to support
the local community. O

Dump trucks from the 204" Engineer Battalion and the 827" Engineer Company of the New York Army National Guard partner with trucks
from the NYS Dept. of Transportation, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation and Towns of Hancock and Colchester to haul dirt to the
areas washed away in mid-June by flash floods along the Holiday Brook in the two Adirondack communities.

Spc. Patrick E. McCarthy, 827" Engineer Company, New York Army National Guard, operates a D7 bulldozer in an attempt to restore the
washed away protions of the Holiday Brook Road and return the Holiday Brook back to its original course. A flash flood eroded portions of
the road and damaged several homes, destroying one. Four persons were reported missing after the flood waters receded.
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Having a blast in the Balkans

Guardsman EOD team leader augments KFOR 7 rotation to Kosovo

Story courtesy of the 1108 Ordnance Company (EOD)
Photo by 4" Public Affairs Detachment

SCHENECTADY - With forces deployed for combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan
and peacekeeping operations continuing in the Balkans, the Army-wide demand for expert
Soldiers for ordnance disposal has never been greater. Whether responding to roadside
bombs or conducting de-mining operations, ordnance disposal Soldiers are definitely a
high demand military occupation.

Citizen Soldiers from the N.Y. Army National Guard’s 1108" Ordnance Company (EOD)
here in Schenectady knew that demand would take them somewhere. In December of 2005,
just two months after completing their unit reorganization and joining their parent unit,
the 501% Ordnance Battalion, the unit mobilized Soldiers for augmentation to the Alabama
National Guard’s scheduled rotation to Kosovo a one-year tour in Europe.

Staff Sgt. Eric Lautenschlager, the first qualified EOD team leader in the Schenectady
unit, volunteered to support the Alabama Guard’s 666" Ordnance Co. (EOD) for the KFOR
7 rotation to the Balkans.

No deployment ceremony or other fanfare marked his departure. Only the last minute
flurry of paperwork and well wishes from battalion staff members followed Lautenschlager’s
emotional good-byes from family and friends. His rapid callup and preparation for
overseas deployment in late 2005 reflected the high degree of professionalism of the EOD
community whose Soldiers have some of the most hazardous duty positions within the
entire U.S. military.

During the year long deployment, all eight members of the 666" EOD Fwd (which also
included Citizen Soldiers from the North Carolina Guard) operated out of Camp Bondsteel,
the last U.S. camp in Kosovo, working side by side with the other Multi-National Task
Force East countries, including Greece, Poland and the Ukraine.

The Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) and Improvised Explosive Device (IED) expertise
that the U.S. EOD Teams provided was not only needed within the American sector,
but in all other NATO controlled sectors in Kosovo as well. As a result, all three of the
two-man U.S. EOD Teams worked closely and trained with other NATO and European
Union EOD and IEDD (Improvised Explosive Device Disposal) Teams from such
countries as Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Germany, Italy, Spain, Austria, Ireland, Czech
Republic and France.

Since NATO’s involvement in the Former Republic of Yugoslavia due to ethnic
violence in the late 1990s, Kosovo, with it’s push for independence from Serbia can

EOD Soldiers train

Story and photo by Sgt. 1%t Class Steve Petibone

Guard Times Staff
CAMP SMITH TRAINING FACILITY,

CORDLANDT MANOR - Forty-five New York Army
National Guardsmen from the 501% Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Battalion and the 1108 " Ordnance Company
from the Schenectady armory spent their two-week
annual training here learning to respond to and reduce
the threat of Improvised Explosive Devices or other
forms of explosives.

“We are getting briefed aboutthe latest IED information
from various countries and the newest situations that
Soldiers should be aware of before they deploy.” said
Command Sgt. Maj. Ken Church, 501 Ordnance
Battalion. “However, during our first week of training,
our basic combat training ranged from land navigation
to entering and clearing a room.”

Soldiers operating in combat theaters like Afghanistan
and Iraq routinely encounter improvised explosive
devices, commonly known as IED’s.

Soldiers operating in combat theaters like Afghanistan
and Irag routinely encounter improvised explosive
devices, commonly known as IED’s.

According to Major Robert Mitchell, the acting
battalion commander, the 501% Ordnance training
exceeded his expectations because of the quality of

Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Joseph Ching, Space and Naval Warfare
220, from San Diego, Calif. prepares the Talon Mark 4 Explosive Ordnance
Disposal robot for a demonstration. The robot is used to investigate and
destroy improvised explosive devises in Irag and Afghanistan.

Ching is part of an active-duty ordance training team visiting Camp Smith to
provide training for New York’s 501 Ordnance Battalion (EOD) and 1108"
Ordnance Company (EOD), headquartered in Schenectady.

Staff Sgt. Eric Lautenschlager (standing center) works alongside an Austrian IEDD team leader during
a joint destruction of Code H and Captured Enemy Ammunition as part of the Kosovo Stabilization
Force.

still be a hotbed of tension ranging from hostile threats of military action from Serbia,
sporadic ethnic violence, organized crime, suspected terrorist cells and the hundreds of
minefields and weapons caches that dot the countryside.

The KFOR 7 rotation to Kosovo was a benchmark as the first wholly ARNG-resourced
rotation. Previous task force rotations were either from an Active Duty division or had
EOD support from Active Duty companies.

Since redeployment home in December 2006, Lautenschlager continues to pass along
his experience and lessons learned from his deployment to train up the 1108"'s newly
qualified EOD Technicians. He and the rest of the EOD Soldiers look for potential new
members as the unit begins training for a possible deployment to Kosovo supporting the
KFOR 10 rotation.O

to deal with bombs

training being provided by the 111" Ordnance Group
from the Alabama Army National Guard.

“The 111" is our training readiness oversight
headquarters. They have brought a tremendous amount
of resources and expertise to our annual training.” said
Mitchell. “They are giving us world class OC’s (observer-
controllers) thathave deployment experience thatenables
them to give our teams immediate feed back as they
prosecute IED problems.”

The 111" Ord. Grp. is the only National Guard Ordnance
Group in the nation.

“The New York Army National Guardsmen were
extremely successful in their EOD training,” said Capt.
William Dickinson, battalion operations officer, 441
Ord. Bn., 111" Ord. Grp. “They started out in the crawl
mode and quickly moved to the run mode. We were able
to identify weaknesses for them to work on before the next

annual training cycle.”The 111* came to conduct annual
training at Camp Smith for the first time because the 501
is a newly formed New York National Guard unit. In
additionto the45 New York Army National Guardsmen at
Camp Smith, there were approximately 115 Guardsmen
from Massachusetts, West Virginia, Florida and Georgia
participating in the EOD training.0
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Soldiers from the 1156 vertical-construction team

Making MOUT with the 1156" Engineer Company.
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Story and photos by 1156 Engineer Company

Hohenfels, Germany - More than 80 members of the 1156" Engineer Company
headquartered in Kingston, with a detachment in Peekskill, conducted their annual training
at the Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Germany from 12 May to 2
June 2007.

The objective of their overseas deployment training was to assist the Hohenfels Combat
Maneuver Training Center’s completion of select reconstruction and modernization
projects.

These projects will help enhance various battalion and brigade-size training units reach
their objectives before deploying to current theater operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.

104" MPs mobilized for Operatrion Iraqi Freedom

Soldiers ofthe 104™ Military Police Battalion, Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment, take time to conduct a television interview with a Hudson Valley
based news team during their May 18th deployment send-off ceremony in
Kingston. The unit will train at Fort Bliss, Texas prior to deployment to Iraq
and is expected to return to New York in June of 2008. Photo by Lt. Col.
Paul Fanning.

“This siteis
absolutely
amazing,
the amount
of work and
guality these
Soldiers
were able to
accomplish
and maintain is
no small feat”

The 1156 completed
the first floor and
perimeter fence of a
Military-Operations-on-
Urban-Terrain buildingin
a simulated Iraqi village.
The MOUT building will be used to train units for future deployments and create real
world training scenarios.

The 1156" Engineers recently transitioned through a major reorganization as well as
three changes of command within a year.” Said 1% Lt. Robert V. Miron, commander, 1156
Engineer Company. “We really did not know what to expect from the Soldiers coming
into this overseas annual training deployment due to a lack of cohesiveness. The Soldiers
exceeded our expectations by quickly pulling together as one team and completing a
very challenging and labor intensive task.” The 1156™ Engineers laid more than 5,000
concrete blocks in their efforts to complete the project. The floor plans for the MOUT
building were developed and outlined by the 1156™ Squad Leader Sgt. Michael Quijano,
and approved by German Master Planner, Mr. Ogaard. “This site is absolutely amazing,
the amount of work and quality these Soldiers were able to accomplish and maintain is
no small feat,” Ogaard said.

The 1156™ vertical-construction engineers also took on some horizontal missions by
helping to construct the Forrest Meister and the IED East road construction projects.

The unit also completed four days of a field-training-exercise. The FTX included convoy
operations, hand-to-hand combat training, squad movements, clearing buildings and tactical
land navigation. Construction projects were completed concurrently with the FTX. Aunit
from Texas followed on and will be completing the second floor of the MOUT building.
The training-area project is projected to be completed at the end of that rotation. “It was
very rewarding for me to work with such a great group of hard-working Soldiers” said
Lt. Miron. O

Specialist Edward Flanagan hands off a concrete block to Pfc. Popi
Begum during the construction of the interior walls at the MOUT
building. Hard at work in the background are Spc. Micah Wycoff, Spc.
Brandon Sklar and Staff Sgt. Paul Moodie. Photo courtesy of 1156"
Engineer Company.
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RIVERHEAD - The 42" Combat Aviation Brigade
demonstrated one of only four Firehawk aerial firefighting
systems in the National Guard inventory on June 29" and
30" for Long Island fire-chiefs and forest rangers.

The 3 Battalion, 142" Aviation Regiment used two
Blackhawk helicopters equipped with different aerial
firefighting capabilities here during a two-day awareness
training session.

The sessionswere hosted by the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation, Division of Forest Protection
and Fire Management, Region One.

“Thereare currently four Firehawks in the National Guard,”
said Chief Warrant Officer Chuck Rodda, full-time instructor
pilot and Army Aviation Support Facility #3 safety officer.
“There are two in California, one in Florida and one here
in New York.”

During the four years that the 3" Battalion, 142" Aviation
Regiment has owned and operated the Firehawk system, it
has not been called on to fight wildfires in New York or else
where in the United States.

The Firechawk is a fixed-tank system for quick deployment
of water and personnel to an emergency response site.

The Firehawk uses a snorkel system to siphon water to fill
a 1,000 gallon capacity tank in about 60 seconds.

The more traditional Bambi bucket aerial fire-fighting system
is made of lightweight collapsible vinyl that can be set-up in
less than fifteen minutes by a four-man crew. It can scoop up
and carry as much as 660 gallons of water. It can perform this
maneuver in less than a minute. Water is manually released
by a valve at the bottom of the bucket.

The purpose of the two-day training sessions was to
coordinate and familiarize various state and local emergency
response and management agencies with the firefighting
capabilities of the National Guards delivery systems.

“The training that is taking place here today was training
for the fire service section.” said Capt. Tim Brynes, New
York State Forest Ranger supervisor for the New York City,
Suffolk and Nassau county region. “The National Guard
demonstrated their ability to use these systems and the
capabilities of the aircraft.”

Both systems offer rapid deploy ability along with quick
water refills and drops between cycles.

Both the 142" and the DEC concurred that in the event of
any actual wildfires in New York State, both agencies would
welcome the opportunity to partner in fighting wildfires.O
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Guard takes on simulated storm

Story and photo by Eric Durr
Guard Times Staff

STATEN ISLAND - With power
off, New York City bridges closed,
and reports of looting in the wake of
Hurricane Yevette, Soldiers of the 42™
Infantry Division prepared to receive
reinforcements from upstate National
Guard units.

That was the exercise scenario that
members of the 42" “Tac 2” (Tactical
Headquarters 2) at the Manor Road
Armory dealt with July 13-17 during
their first aid-to-civil-authorities
command post exercise. In the event of an actual state
emergency “Tac 2” forms the core of Joint Task Force
1, responsible for command and control of New York
military forces in New York City.

“The exercise was a good one,” said Staff Sgt. Robert
Lant, the JTF Aviation Operations Non-Commissioned
Officer. “Ithink it is real important to stay focused on the
homeland security missionand natural disasters because
they are really important to the people here at home.”

The exercise scenario required the 75 exercise
participants to perform the planning and operations
decisions such as moving personnel, trucks, equipment,
helicopters and supplies into and out of the disaster area.
“Tac 2” worked with maps, computers, high-frequency
radio, and satellite communications systems they would
use in an actual emergency.

A virtual scenario was built around the impact of the
fictitious Hurricane Yevette coming ashore in Queens
and Brooklyn at speeds of 125 miles per hour. The
participants also responded to requests for generator
support at hospitals and pumping stations, the need to
protectelectrical substations from looters, and hazardous
material events that resulted from the storm.

“While most members of the unit have conducted

Hurricane satellite photo image
courtesy of Hurricanetrackinfo.com

Training Operation Centers in Iraq,
putting civilian agencies into the
mix calls for different skills in battle
tracking,” said Staff Sgt. Charles
Carroll, G-3 Ops NCO. “It’s a few
more pieces to the puzzle,”

Most of the Soldiers involved in the
13-17 July exercise servedin Iraqwith
the division headquarters.

The Naval Militia also participated
by operating the Military Emergency
Boat Service. During hurricane
recovery operations the MEBS six boats would be
able to reach areas on the city’s waterfront that would
otherwise be isolated. O

Staff Sgt. Howard Waulforst from the 42™ ID’s ‘Tac 2’ tactical
command post, conducts a helicopter survey overflightemploying
the Virtual Battlefield System (VBS). When the order is given
to launch a virtual reconnaissance flight during the exercise, it
is executed in the Battle Simulation Program.




New York National Guard to field another CST

Progress made in the assignment of a second Civil Support Team to New York State

Story by Lt. Col. Paul Fanning
Guard Times Staff

FORT HAMILTON --A
second New York National
Guard Civil Support Team
(Weapons ofMass Destruction)
hasbeenapproved duetoefforts
by members of New York’s
Congressional delegation.

“New York City remains
a priority target of terrorists
and the addition of a second
National Guard Civil Support
Team is essential to improving
our readiness and ability to
respond in the event of an
attack,” said Major General
Joseph J. Taluto, the Adjutant
General of New York. “The
passage of the House Armed
Services Committee mark
up of the 2008 National
Defense Authorization Bill
also included an amendment
from Congressman John
McHugh that authorizes a
second team, which opens the
door now for the continued
fielding process.”

“A CST at Fort Hamilton
will give New York City’s first
responders one more resource
to draw upon in the event of a
terroristattack. While we have
not been attacked since 9/11,
we mustalways be prepared for
every possible scenario,” said
Congressman Vito Fossella
at a press conference on Fort Hamilton to discuss the
ongoing legislative support for the team’s authorization
and funding.

Congressmen Vito Fossella and Peter King joined with
Major General Robert Knauff, Deputy Adjutant General
of the Division of Military and Naval Affairs, to announce
May 21 that several critical hurdles have been cleared in
establishing the Weapons of Mass Destruction Civil Support
Team at Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn.

“This legislation and ongoing work by Congressmen Peter
King and Vito Fossella, and Deputy Secretary for Public
Safety Michael Balboni means New York is on track with
this important initiative,” Taluto said.

New York State has been trying for more than 5 years to
add a second Civil Support Team to its force structure to
improve its ability to help protect the state and support civil
authorities and locate it in the New York City metropolitan
area.

“Manbhattan is America’s financial capital and New York
Harbor is the second largest port in the nation,” said Deputy
Secretary Michael Balboni. “We have along national border
with Canada and New York is also bordered by two great
lakes. Our National Guard is on duty every day here in New
York in support of civil authorities with ongoing Homeland
Defense missions, while also participating in federal overseas
deployments and standing by to respond to the next natural
disaster or terrorist attack here at home,” he said.

New York was among ten states in 1998 which began

Captain Micheal Keyes , newly assigned science officer for the proposed 24" Civil Support Team, answers media questions during
the official announcement of the activation of New York State’s second CST. Surrounding Capt. Keyes is, from left, 15t Sgt. Jason
Zeller, Congressmen Vito Fossella and Deputy Adjutant General Robert Knauff. CSTs augment local and regional terrorism response
capabilities in events known or suspected to involve Weapons of Mass Destruction. The announcement took place inside Fort
Hamilton’s scenic view area overlooking the Hudson river. The new CST is scheduled to be assigned to Fort Hamilton to provide
more rapid response for the metropolitan New York City area. Photo by Sgt. 15 Class Steven Petibone.

fielding civil support teams to respond to potential terrorist
attacks. New York’s 2" Civil Support Team was officially
validated for service in 2000.

CSTs are federally funded high-tech National Guard units
established under Presidential Decision Directive 39. On
deployment, CSTs augment local and regional terrorism
response capabilities in events known or suspected to involve
Weapons of Mass Destruction.

“A CST at Fort Hamilton
will give New York City’s
first responders one more
resource to draw upon in the
event of a terrorist attack.
While we have not been
attacked since 9/11, we must
always be prepared for every
possible scenario”

WMD events are incidents involving hostile use of
chemicals (such as nerve or blister agent), biological (for
example, anthrax), or radiological agents. The team can be
en route within two hours to support civil authorities in the
event or suspicion of a WMD attack. The unit can detect

r and identify the presence
' of chemical, biological or
radiological weapons and
assist the civilian incident
commander in responding to
the affects of the attack and
facilitate follow on support.

The 2 CST was the first
such National Guard team to
respond to a terrorist attack
(9-11, 2001 terrorist attacks
on the World Trade Center)
and since then has performed
numerous missions in support
of federal, state and local civil
authorities by being forward
deployed mostly in New York
City for significant public
events, where it monitored
environmental conditions
for the possible presence
of chemical, biological or
radiological agents. Since that
time, New York’s 2" CST has
been regarded as the busiest
CST in the nation.

Last year, New York’s
Congressional delegation
secured federal legislation
appropriating some funds for
a second CST for New York
State under the leadership of
Congressman Peter King of
LongIsland. However, further
legislation was necessary to
bring the fielding to fruition.

On 1 March, Deputy Secretary Michael Balboni
orchestrated a meeting with members of New York’s
Congressional delegationto clarify needed legislation. While
the passage of the 2008 National Defense Authorization
mark up was pending, New York began the selection and
hiring of skilled military personnel for the new team, began
the purchase process of advanced equipment and began
to ready the future unit for fielding under the original
federal appropriation in the prior Fiscal Year 2007 Defense
Appropriations Act.

The Division of Military and Naval Affairs worked with
Congressman Vito Fossella to locate the new unit at Fort
Hamilton in Brooklyn, where presently the New York
National Guard’s Task Force Empire Shield is based,
providing ongoing security support to Grand Central
Terminal and Penn Station in Manhattan and at Kennedy
and LaGuardia airports in Queens and at the state’s four
nuclear power sites.

“The addition of a second Civil Support Team to New
York will provide us with a much improved capability to
respond and locating the team in New York City will speed
the response there,” said Taluto. “Our current team has
shouldered atremendous operational burden ever since 9-11,
meeting every mission with skill and dedication. A second
team will give our state the vital asset it needs in New York
City and surrounding downstate areas and another team
upstate capable of responding to an attack elsewhere or to
reinforce in the New York City area if needed,” he said. 0
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Everyone’s Rabbi ministers on border

Story and photo by Sgt. Ed Balaban
NYARNG, Tucson Sector PAO

NOGALES, Ariz. -- Growing up in the Brooklyn Heights
section of New York City, Barry Baron had no idea that his
life’s journey would take him to the far corners of the world
so that he could minister to the men and women of the New
York National Guard.

Now, as one of only three ordained rabbis in the New
York National Guard, and of only 20 in the Army, Chaplain
Baron, a Lieutenant Colonel assigned to the New York
Army National Guard’s 53" Troop Command, continues to
minister to those Army and Air Guardsmenwho volunteered
to support the Southwest Border Mission of Operation Jump
Start in Arizona. He sees his mission as “not only a duty
but more like a privilege.”

So how does anice Jewish boy from Brooklyn find himself
in the Arizona desert?

After earning a bachelor’s degree in history from Cornell
University, Chaplain Baron was accepted into a business
doctoral program at the University of Pittsburgh. Somewhere
amidst part-time graduate study and part-time work, he
heard a different calling and acknowledged his “early
career change” which led to his ordination from the Jewish
Theological Seminary of Americain 1988. He was accepted
to the Army Chaplaincy later that year, remaining on active
duty at Fort Benning until 1991. Upon leaving active
duty, Rabbi Baron embarked on his career as a synagogue
rabbi, while maintaining his military membership with the
Army Reserve. He led congregations in Houston, Texas,
Youngstown, Ohio, and Vestal (near Binghamton), New
York. In 1998 he transitioned from the Reserves to the New
York Army National Guard.

Baron was activated on the evening of Sept. 11, 2001

and “stood on the pile” of rubble
that was the World Trade Center
on Friday, September 14. The
following morning, a Saturday,
the Jewish Sabbath, he attended
services in uniform at a local
Manhattan synagogue. During the
morning prayers, he heard an older
gentleman remark that the fetid
odor hanging over the southern
tip of Manhattan “smelled like
Auschwitz”. The comment struck
deeply into the Rabbi’s sense of
humanity, galvanizing his thoughts
that “to experience such evil once is
horrible, but to live through it twice
is unimaginable.”

Since 9-11, Chaplain Baron has
completed numerous religious
support missions to bases in the

continental US, Irag, Afganistanand
other locales varying in length from
several weeks to a few months. He
hasbeen supporting Operation Jump
Start in Arizona since February.
When asked about the impact of his
deployments on his family, Chaplain
Baron explained that his children continue to “take it in
stride”, acknowledging that “deployments are uncomfortable
for clergy and their families just like for everyone else.”
The Rabbi credits the Chaplaincy for “personally and

New Yor Army National Guard Chaplain, Lt. Col. Barry Barron arrives at a border construction
site along the Arizona-Mexico border to talk with a National Guard Engineer. At the time of his
visit, more than 100 New York Army National Guardsmen were deployed in support of Operation
Jump Start. In June, 2006, President Bush deployed 2500 National Guardsmen along the U.S.-
Mexico border to support efforts to curb illegal immigrants from entering the country.

spiritually enriching my life which has made my family life
morerewarding.” To that end, Chaplain Barry Baron, aman
who represents the best of the human spirit, stands in the
vanguard offering spiritual support to all those troops who
have taken the oath to defend our great nation. O

Guard members can apply for NY State Police

ALBANY (NYS Police News Release)— The New York State
Police announced June 13 that applications are now available
for a series of statewide written examinations for the position
of New York State Trooper to be held January and February,
2008 at numerous locations throughout New York State. All
qualified individuals interested in becoming a State Trooper
are invited to complete an application to take the exam, the
first step toward a rewarding and challenging career.

To apply, the State Police offers the convenience of filling
out and submitting the application through the on-line
applicationavailableatthe N'Y S Police recruitment website
at www.nytrooper.com. Applicants will have the ability
to select their test date, time, and specific location during
the application process, and can also print their admission
notice for their examination.

The examinations will result in the establishment of an
eligibility list, which may remain in effect for a maximum of
four years. The examination dates are scheduled for January
9, January 26, February 2, and February 9, 2008.

On-line applications must be submitted prior to Midnight
EST, December 1, 2007. Interested individuals should apply
as soon as possible.

Currently, a trooper’s starting salary is $50,374 during
Academy training. The salary reaches $61,525 on completion
of 26 weeks of training at the Basic School, and after one
year to $65,357, and $77,218 after five years, with additional
increases during the first five years of service, and longevity
increases beyond five years of service. The New York
State Police is an Equal Opportunity Employer that values
diversity and encourages all individuals interested in public
service to apply.

The position of Trooper represents atremendous opportunity
to men and women who are interested in a law enforcement
career. From patrol work to specialized servicessuchascrime
scene evidence technician, field training officer, K-9 handler,
School Resource Officer, firearms instructor, scuba team,
mobile response team, motor vehicle collision reconstruction,
narcotics and special investigations units, there are several
different positions within one life-long career. In addition,
there are numerous promotional opportunities within an
agency the size of the New York State Police.

Requirements:

Must be 20 years of age by December 1, 2007 to apply to
take the exam;

Must be at least 21 years of age by date of appointment;

Must not have reached 30th birthday prior to December 1,

2007, the application deadline; however the maximum age
may be extended up to six years for active military service;

Must have graduated from senior high school or possess a
NYS High School Equivalency Diploma or military GED at
the time of application, and

Must have 60 credit hours from an accredited college at
time of appointment; 30 credit hours may be waived for
candidates with at least two full yearsactive duty inthe United
States Military and an Honorable Discharge; or who have
completed a certified Basic Police Officer Training Course
approved by the New York State Municipal Police Training
Council or its equivalent;

Must be in excellent physical condition;

Must be a NYS resident and possess a New York State
driver’s license at the time of appointment;

Must be a United States citizen at time of application;

Must be of good moral character. A felony conviction is
an automatic disqualification.

Must successfully complete a medical examination,
vision test, hearing test, background investigation including
polygraph examination, and psychological evaluation.

Must comply with State Police Body Piercing/Body art
policy.

Individuals can get further details by going to www.
nytrooper.com or contact the Troop Recruitment Officer:

Trooper Mark J. Cepiel, Troop G Recruitment Officer

Military Recruiter Liason

State Police Troop G, SP Loudonville

504 Louden Road

Loudonville, NY 12211

Phone: (518) 783-3285
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Orion Warriors train at Fort Drum

27" Brigade completes intense June training

Story by Lt. Col. Paul Fanning
27" Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs Officer

FORT DRUM -- Nearly 2,000 members of the New York Army National Guard’s 27
Infantry Brigade Combat Team and supporting units arrived at Fort Drum in early June
for an intense, three-week Annual Training period.

Participating units included the Syracuse-based brigade headquarters, the Fighting 69"
and 2" Battalion, 108" Infantry, the 2™ Squadron 101% Cavalry, the 258" Field Artillery,
the 27" Brigade Sustainment and the 427" Support
Battalions.

The 27" hasbegunanaggressive period of preparation,
training and organizing inanticipation of anew, priority
Army assignment. Dozens of new Orion officers and
enlisted Soldiers continue to be transferred in from the
state headquarters, 106™ Regional Training Institute,
42 Infantry Division and 53" Troop Command.

A major objective that was achieved during the
training period was the successful passage of hundreds
of Guard members through Soldier Readiness
Processing at the new National Guard Readiness
Center in building T-855. The Readiness Center is a
new, state-of-the-artarmory for the New York National
Guardandis located in the post’s old cantonment area,
near Building T-851 -- the vintage barracks building
the 27" Brigade continues to use as a headquarters
when training on post. In addition, the Fort Drum
Simulation Center is also nearby. This modern facility
was used to support briefings, instruction and a command post exercise during the second
week of training.

“The 27" has entered an exciting new period as we prepare for an important future mission,”
said Col. Brian Balfe, brigade commander in a welcoming message to the troops. “We have
much to accomplish over the next few weeks. Every Soldier must be focused on preparing
now for the challenges ahead. Iam proud of each and every Orion Soldier and grateful to
all for volunteering to serve our nation, state and communities here in the Guard.”

Specialist Erin Martin, HHC, 27" BCT
prepares to hurle a simulation grenade
during her annual training. Photo by
Capt. Robert Romano.

The first shot down range . Artillery Soldiers from 15t Battalion, 258" Field Artillery performed live-fire
gunnery training on 17 June. It has been nearly five years since the 258" fired howitzers as a unit.
The unit deployed in support of Operation Iragi Freedom in 2002 but were cross-trained as Military
Police. During their annual training at Fort Drum, the 258" conducted a training phase known as
“Reset” until they were ready to receive new M102 howitzers. Photo by Maj. Kathy Oliver, 27" BCT
Public Affairs Office

Key training events included infantry security force activities, live fire, support operations
and for the first time a special external evaluation of selected 108" Infantry Soldiersassigned
to a terror response team dubbed “CERF-P” (pronounced SERF-PEE.) The team’s special
assignment is to respond to potential future terrorist attacks in New York where a chemical,
biological or radiological weapon has been used. For the last year, Soldiers of the 108"
trained intensely for the external evaluation that was accomplished on 17 June.

Members of the 27"BCT’s Training Assistance Group formed up early in the morning on their last day
of AT for what has become a tradition to run a three-mile course around the “Old Post” of Fort Drum.
Photo by Maj. Kathy Oliver, 27" BCT Public Affairs Office

Hitting Stride

The Commanding General of the 42" Infantry Division praised the 27" Infantry Brigade
Combat team for its aggressive individual, section and team training even as field operations
were just beginning to hit stride. ““You have a lot of work to do, but you have stepped up
and are making great progress,” said Brigadier General Paul Genereux at the brigade’s
Army Birthday celebration at the Fort Drum Commons on Thursday night, June 14th.

The general spoke to recent changes in the Army mobilization training program that
drove much of the 27"'s training agenda. “The big Army is allowing the National Guard
to validate its own training now. That’s never been done before,” he said. Leaders from
the 42m, 27", 53" Troop Command and state headquarters came together at Fort Drum for
the training, said Gen. Genereux. “The spirit of cooperation and the quality of training
is terrific. Keep it up,”

In the field, Soldiers of the 101 Cavalry, 69" and 108" Infantry, 258" Field Artillery and
other elements fired live with individual and crew served weapons, performed mounted
and dismounted land navigation and
practiced throwing hand grenades
among other tasks. Members of
one company of the 69" Infantry
had a special opportunity to conduct
air-assault training with elements of
the Army’s 10" Mountain Division
Aviation Brigade.

Validated training in map reading,
first aid tasks, reaction to enemy
contact, and other topics were covered.
Intense instruction for tactical vehicle
drivers was presented to selected
personnel. Ahumvee-rollover training
simulator was a highlight and feature
of the instruction provided. In
addition, many Soldiers had the
opportunity to conduct simulator
training for individual and crew served
weapons and call for fire.

Troops and Leaders Praised for Successful AT

At the end of the training, the 27" Brigade commander praised his Soldiers, leaders and
staff for the extra efforts they made. “The 27" accomplished a lot in a short time. We have
done very well. Task Force Orion and the T & E (42™ Training and Evaluation) battalion
have my thanks.” said Col. Balfe.

The 27" will conduct another aggressive three-week Annual Training period in October at
Fort Drum to continue its efforts and has already begun preparations for it during monthly
drills scheduled through the summer and into the fall. O

A 27" Soldier hones his warrior skills by doing a low craw!
during the Brigades AT which focused on individual skill
validation and weapons qualification. Photo by Capt.
Robert Romano.
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Story by Master Sgt. Cori Lombardo

Guard Times Staff

FORT DRUM - Approximately 300
Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen trained
to respond to chemical, biological,
nuclear or high explosive incidents at
amock village here on June 17. The

Amember of the 2" Battalion, 108" Infantry’s decontamination
team tracks casualty assessments with the N.Y. National
Guard’s Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear and High
Explosive Enhanced Response Force Package (CERF-P)
during the unit’s training and validation at Fort Drum. Photo

by Staff Sgt. Kevin Abbott.

all-volunteer force reacted totraining
scenarios at the Fort Drum urban
training site with National Guard
Bureau and First Army evaluators.

The Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, Nuclear and High-
Yield Explosive Enhanced Response
Force Package, or CERF-P team,
is trained and equipped to respond
in the event of a natural disaster,
chemical spill or deliberate act of

facilities.

“This is totally different from
what we would normally be doing
as combat engineers,” said Staff
Sgt. Jeffrey Martinez, an engineer
with Company
A, 427" Brigade
Special Troops
Battalion. *“I
hope something
like this doesn’t
happen because
of the number
of potential
casualties, butit’s
a great feeling to
know that our
team is ready if
called.”

Martinez and
fellow search
and extraction
team members
received
specialized
training inrescuer
safety, rigging
techniques,
confined space
extraction and
debris removal
equivalent to
civilian urban search and rescue
teams. This allows the search and
extraction element to work closely
with civilian counter-part teams.
Soldiers and Engineers from the
27" Brigade Combat Team make
up the search and extraction and
decontamination elements of the
team.

The medical element is supported
by the NY Air National Guard and

“Ihope something like this doesn’t
happen because of the number of

potential casualties, butit’s agreat
feeling to know that our team is
ready if called.”

terrorism involving weapons of mass
destruction.

The CERF-Psupports local civilian
authorities by searching an incident
site, including damaged buildings;
rescuing victims, decontaminating
them, and performing medical triage
and initial treatment to stabilize them
for transport to appropriate medical

the NY Guard, all-volunteer force
supplements where needed. The
units that make up the CERF-P will
continue to support their traditional
state and federal missions while on
call as this response force.

These on-scene medical personnel
are also responsible for minimizing
healthrisksand emergency treatment

Engineers from
the CERF-
P extraction
team transport
simulated
casuatlies to
the team’s
| decontamination
site during the
unit’'s validation
exercise at Fort
DrumonJune 17.
The engineers
| are part of
CompanyA, 427"
Special Troops
Battalion. Photo
by Master Sgt.
Cori Lombardo.

of hazardous materials exposure for
National Guard personnel responding
to the incident.

According to Scott Edkin, the New
York State Office of Fire Prevention
liaison with the CERF-P, “This is the
first time the entire team of infantry,
engineer and medical personnel has
had to interact. The team has made
great strides over the past week.”

The NY Army National Guard’s
2nd Battalion, 108" Infantry provides
the command structure for the
CERF-P. The 2-108" directs the
overall activities of the CERFP
and coordinates with the Incident
Commander. Once an incident
occurs, the type and level of
contamination present is established
and local authorities determine the
need, CERFP team members report
on-site to the civilian incident
commander.

Currently, 12 states have a CERF-P
capability with at least one located
in each of the 10 Federal Emergency
Management Agency regions. [

A combat medic from the New York Army National Guard's Company A, 427" Brigade Special Troops Battalion provides
assistance to arole-playing casualty during the validation exercise of New York’s Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Explosive
Enhanced Response Force Package (CERF-P) at Fort Drum, N.Y. on June 17. The exercise evaluated the team’s ability to
rapidly establish decontamination sites, evacuate casualties and provide decontamination and medical triage in support of civil
authorities. .Photo by Lt. Col. Richard Goldenberg.
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Members of the CERF-P
extraction team remove a
simulated casualty from the
Fort Drum urban training site
as part of the unit’s validation
exercise. Representatives
fromthe FirstArmy evaluation
team certified the CERF-P
for operations in response to
Chemical, Nuclear, Biological
or High Explosive incidents.
The team is comprised of
Soldiers,Airmenandmembers
of the New York Guard
with specialty training and
skills in casualty extraction,
decontamination, triage and
assessment. Photo by Master
Sgt. Cori Lombardo

Sergeant 1% Class Paul Bialobok, the 2™ Platoon Sgt. from the New York Army National Guard's Company A, 427" Special
Troops Battalion directs the employment of the unit's search and extraction teams. The engineer team is part of the Guard’s
Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Explosive Enhanced Response Force Package (CERF-P). The team conducted their
validation exercise at Fort Drum, N.Y. on June 17 to be certified for employment in support of civil authorities. The search and
extraction team rotated forces to a simulated chemical incident site to assess the hazard and its impact on civilian casualties.
The team then extracted the role-playing casualties for decontamination and medical triage as part of the exercise evaluation.
Photo by Lt. Col. Richard Goldenberg.
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NY Guard’s aim is true
Volunteers take troeeb(xkin TAG Match

Story and photo courtesy of the N Guard

CAMP SMITH TRAINING SITE, CORTLANDT MANOR
— Participating members of the New York Guard’s pistol team took first
place among all the other services in the 28" Annual Combat Pistol
Matches held here April 14-15.

The New York Guard team consisted of participants from the 14" and
88" Brigades, the New York Guard’s Headquarters Company and Airmen
from the 105" Airlift Wing.

Individual honors for 1st place in the Combat Service Pistol Match was
Staff Sgt. Dave Perez from the 88" Brigade. Receiving 2™ place award
for the Small Bore Pistol Match was Chief Warrant 3 Hank Dester of the
14" Brigade. Officer Candidate Steve Dubin, also of the 14™ Brigade,
placed 3 in the Combat Service Pistol Match competition and 3™ place
Combat Service Pistol Excellence in Competition Match. Together these
two competitions are called Combat Service Pistol Grand Aggregate.

According to Maj. Dana Brewer, training officer for the Joint Force
Headquarters Small Arms Readiness and Training Section, the remainder
of the Grand Aggregate competition was cut short due to the mobilization
of New York Guardsmen being put on State Active Duty for the impending
Nor’easter in central and down-state New York (see related story on the
National Guard’s storm response on page 5).

The Adjutant General’s Combat Rifle, Sniper, Pistol and Light Machine
Gun Championships Match or the “TAG Match” is held during April every
year at Camp Smith to promote comraderie and competition among the
best marksmen in New York’s military forces.

Every year, more than 300 Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines and
New York Guard volunteers throughout the state participate in the TAG
Match. National Guard members from neighboring states may compete
aswell. O

Guard Times

Names of New York Guard members in the team photo: front row: Sgt. Terri Giannetti, officer candidate Steve Dubin,
Chief Warrant Officer Ed Farrell, Team Leader Chief Warrant Officer Hank Dester, Staff Sgt. Dave Perez, Sgt. 1% Class
Bill DeGeorge. Middle row: Sgt. Lenny Pharr, Pfc. Courtney Nagle, Staff Sgt. Al Bellos, Staff Sgt. Paul Rosa. Back row:
Maj. George Manos, Sgt. Lou Amigroni, Spc. Doug Briggs, Sgt. Edgar Diaz. Not Pictured: Capt. Christopher Valez, 105"
Airlift Wing.

Naval Militia helps welcome US Navy for Fleet Week

Members of the New York Naval Militia Military Emergency Boat Service (MEBS) provide escort and security support to the initial arrival of vessels past the Varrazano
Narrows Bridge for Fleet Week in New York City on May 23, 2007. The MEBS patrol boats partnered with members of the U.S. Coast Guard to provide additional
security measures during the week-long event. Courtesy photo.
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Crewmen from the 109" Airlift Wing, Scotia practice tactical low-level manuevers specific to the mountainous combat environment they expect to experience during their Air Expeditionary Force rotation in
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The July training included tactical departures and arrivals compressed into training packages with medium and high altitude air drops similar to what the unit will
encounter in Afghanistan. The 109" aircrews traditionally fly missions in support of the National Science Foundation activities in the Artic and Antartic.

Story and photo by Master Sgt. Corine Lombardo
Guard Times Staff

SCOTIA - For the first time since the Vietnam War, aircraft
and flight crews of the 109" Airlift Wing have deployed into
a combat zone together.

In mid-July, C-130H’s and aircrew departed Stratton Air
National Guard Base in Scotia, New York for Afghanistan.
The four crews represent the first wave of wing personnel in
response to an Air Expeditionary Force rotation in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.

In preparation, aircrews have spent the past several months
conducting essential aircraft maneuver training and honing
procedures that will enable them to make split-second
tactical decisions.

The unit’s primary mission supports National Science
Foundation activities in the Arcticand the Antarctic since the
109" AW is the only unitin the world equipped with LC-130s
that can land on ice and snow. While recently focusing on
tactical training for this combat deployment, the unit also
continues its annual deployments to Greenland.

The 109" AW has been actively supporting combat
operations in the Global War on Terrorism continually since
9/11 with personnel from Operations, Maintenance and

Support Groups. The tactical airlift mission is an additional
duty that the Wing took on to further its ongoing support
of national defense.

According to Lt. Col. Mark Sakadolsky, 139" Airlift
Squadron, Director of Operations, the recent training has
been extensive and involved tactical low level maneuvers
specific to the mountainous combat environment they will
be facing. Their preparations included tactical departures
andarrivalscompressed into training packages with medium
and high altitude air drops similar to what the unit will
expect in theater.

“The tactics used will be based on the individual mission
threat assessment. However the aircrews are training to as
many scenarios as possible before deploying,” said Master
Sgt. Kevin Hubbley, a flight engineer with the 109" AW.
“Thetraining has been critical because once you’re in theater
is not the time to fine tune and hone needed skills. It has to
be second nature before going into a combat environment,”
Hubbley added.

“The continuoustraining these highly skilled aircrews have
sustained will ensure they can function in any environment

whether tactical or not,” said Col. Anthony German, 109"
AW Commander. “Because this mission is on-going, we
greatly appreciate the support of our local communities in
understanding the need for continued low level and night
time flights.

“The training has been critical
because once you're in theater
is not the time to fine tune and
hone needed skills. It has to be
second nature before going into
a combat environment”

The unit trains at various Air Force bases throughout
the United States when feasible and practices away from
populated areas as much as possible. However, continued
familiarization with tactical aircraft capabilities will result
in on-going training over the areas surrounding the base.

The deployment is expected to last through the year. O
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COLONEL

LEONARDO MICHAEL A
MCKIERNAN KEVIN S
MOSCATI ROBERT C.

HHC 27TH INF (BCT) FWD 1
HHC 369TH SUSTAINMENT BDE
NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ

LIEUTENANT COLONEL

CONTE PAUL RICHARD
DUNKLE DAVID CHARLES
FARRY MICHAEL JUDE
PEREIRA ELIZABETH

NITKA JOHN D
PRICE DARRYLGT

HHB 1-258TH FIELD ARTILLERY
HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
27TH INF (BCT) FWD 2
MEDICAL COMMAND

MAJOR

HHC 42D COMBAT AVN BDE
NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ

SMITH STACEY LAWRENCE NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ
ZMIJEWSKI SCOT MICHAEL HEADQUARTERS (-) 42D ID

CAPTAIN
BRAVO JUAN CARLOS 37TH FINANCE DET
DIXON PATRICK JOHN HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY
GRAVES REYNOLDO VANN 138TH PUBLIC AFFAIRS DET
KEHOE THOMAS JOHN HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
PREZIOSO ALEXANDER HHD 104TH MP BN

RAMSEY ELIZABETH ANNE HHC 369TH SUSTAINMENT BDE
1st LIEUTENANT

BAGLIN BRIAN D
BENAVIDES RONALD A.
BRENNAN LIAM M
CAGGY JAMES R
CARPENTIERI MICHAEL A.
CHURCHILL DANIEL W
DAWE TARA
DELLIPIZZI LOUIS G
DOMENIC MICHAEL V
ENGLE FRANK GARVIN
ERDMAN MICHAEL K
FIORITO JEFFREY L
GILL SEANT
GONZALEZ JENNIFER L.
IVANCIU MICHAEL
KELLEY JEFFREY J
LANDECK BETHANY G.
LAZAR ADORIAN

LEE DOUGLASS KIM
MANSS MICHAEL R.
MARTIN ALEXANDER L
MURPHY ANDREW F.
NAZARIO CARLOS M.
NOVOA BERNIE A.
OSHEA ROBERT S

PEAT DANIEL M
QUINTANA FRANK J.
REBMANN DANIEL R.
RUPP BYRON ROBERT
SQUIRES MICHAEL A.
STECKMEISTER GERALD
THORNE ROBERT T
ZAPOROWSKI ETHAN P.

HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)

4TH FINANCE DET

BATTERY B 1-258TH FA

HHC 27TH INF (BCT) FWD 1
CO C (-) 1-69TH INFANTRY
CO E (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
442D MILITARY POLICE CO
HHC 27TH INF (BCT) FWD 1
HEADQUARTERS (-) 42D ID
TROOP C 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
27TH INF (BCT)

NYARNG ELEMENT JFHQ FWD 71
DET 1 827TH ENGR CO HORIZ
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION

HHC 1-69TH INFANTRY
TROOP B 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
CO C (MED) 427TH BSB

CO B (-) 1-69TH INFANTRY
272D MP DET BDE LIAISON
HHC 27TH INF (BCT) FWD 1
HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN

C CO(SIG)BSTB 27TH BCT
206TH MPCOMPANY

HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
EARLY ENTRY ELMT 369 SUST BDE
DET 1 827TH ENGR CO HORIZ
442D MILITARY POLICE CO
TROOP B 2-101 CAV (RSTA)

A CO(ENG)BSTB 27TH BCT
CO D 3-142D AVIATION

HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN

442D MILITARY POLICE CO
42D TAC CMD POST TAC 1

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 4

HAVENS JAMES J. DET 1 CO B 3-126TH AVIATION
TINSLEY DUWAYNE A. CO B 3-142D AVIATION
COMMAND SGT MAJOR
ROSS RANDY LEO 56TH PERSONNEL SER BN
SERGEANT MAJOR
LARAJOHNF DET 1 HQ 42D ID

MASTER SERGEANT

DELAVAN RAWLSON D. JR
WEGERSKI PATRICK C.

HHD 104th MP BN
HSC 642D SUPPORT BN

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

BENNETT ROBERT H. CO D 3-142D AVIATION
BLASS MICHAEL J. HHD 104th MP BN
BURNETT JEFFREY R. HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
MEDINA JOSE HHC 369th SUST BDE
MELLOTT STEVEN C. HQS 106TH REGIMENT (RTI)
PLATT JOHN EDWARD 42D TAC CMD POST TAC 2
ROSMARINO DEAN A CO D 3-142D AVIATION
ROSS JOHN ANDREW DET 1 CO C 2-108TH INFANTRY
TREMBLAY ANTHONY L. HHD 104th MP BN
WINDLEY TRACEY T. DET 2 HHC 42D STB

STAFF SERGEANT
BENNETT HORRELL B. 133rd QM SP CO (-)

BERRIOS WILLIAM JR
CAPPETTA THOMAS M.
CHAFFEE BARBARA J.
CHUNG SIHOON
CONYERS VINCENT C.
MARTORANA JOHN P.
MCMILLAN JEFFREY C.
MOCKBEE JAMES J.
NEWPHER BRUCE L.
ROUSE KRISTEN L.
SMOOT RICHARD A.

HHD 104th MP BNRD

HQS 106TH REGIMENT (RTT)
HHC 42D COMBAT AVN BDE
HQS 106 REGIMENT (RTI) FWD 2
HHC 42D COMBAT AVN BDE
HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)

HSC 642D SUPPORT BN

HHC 27TH INF (BCT) FWD 1
HHC 369th SUST BDE

105TH MP CO

Army Promotions

STORMS MATTHEW G. HHC (-) BSTB 27TH IN BDE (BCT)

VOGT JOHN THOMAS CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
SERGEANT

ADAMS KEITH W. HHC(-) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN

BARBER ROBERT M. 222D M P CO (FWD)

BEARDSLEE RANDY S. DET 1 827TH ENGR CO HORIZ

BERRY GARVIN O. CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

BRENNAN JAMES R. DET 1 HHC BSTB 27TH BCT

BURDICK ANGELA M. DET 1 CO A 642D SUPPORT BN

BUTCHER ERIC M. RECRUITING & RET. CMD

CLARK MATTHEW W. 222D MP CO (FWD)

DORVEE JEFFREY B. CO C (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY

FIEDERER RAYMOND R. CO C (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY

FLINT ANDREW M. HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY

HILTON YUSEFF K. 133RD QM SP CO (-)

LERCARA JAMES M. HHD 104th MP BN

MACK ERIN M. HQ 153RD TRP CMD

MALICAN WILLIAM V.1V A CO(ENG)BSTB 27TH BCT

MCENTEE FRED D. DET 1 827TH ENGR CO HORIZ

MECCARIELLO KEVIN L. HHD 104th MP BN

MISNER DANIEL ROBERT A CO(ENG)BSTB 27TH BCT

MOSES ANTHONY D 222D MP CO (FWD)

NIMPHIUS PHILIP M. HHD 104th MP BN

OSIKA SANDRA LYNN HQ 153RD TRP CMD (BDE)

PARKER JOSEPH R. CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY

PENA PABLO CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN

PURDY CHRISTOPHER T. A CO(ENG)BSTB 27TH BCT

RIPLEY CAMDEN V. CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY

SPECHT SCOTT P. HSC 642D SUPPORT BN

STORMM JONATHAN L. DET 1 CO B 3-126TH AVIATION

SWARTZENBERG ERIC J. HSC 642D SUPPORT BN

TAVARES JOSHUA P. HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION

WHIFFEN JOSEPH W IV 222D MP CO ()

WILLIAMS DAVID T. CO A 3-142D AVIATION

WOOD NATHAN E. CO B (MAINT) 427TH BSB
SPECIALIST

ABRAMOVICH MICHAEL HHD 104th MP BN

ALBEKER BARRY S. DET 2 CO A 42D STB

AYENI KEHINDE A. COF (FSC INF) 427TH BSB

BETTS EBONY YATISHA 1427TH TRANS CO (-)

CAPTAIN BRETT W. CO E (FSC INF) 427TH BSB

CHEN CHUNG HAN 145TH MAINTENANCE CO

COLBY KEVIN P CO B 3-142D AVIATION

COMBS DARRYLL J. HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY

CONKLIN BRENDEN 8. HHD 104th MP BN

CONKLIN KENNETH C. 1569TH TRANSPORTATION CO

DANFORTH ANDREW D.
DAVIS CODY T
DERITTER JESSICA L.
DIAZ ANGEL LUIS
ESMEL NICODEME C.
FERMAIN JASMIN LUZ
FORD JOSHUA C.

GAO DAVID

GOGGIN SHAWN EVAN
GRIMALDI ROBERT P. 11
GUCK DAVID R

HALL MARK LEON
HANSEN DAVID MICHAEL
HANSON RONALD DANIEL
HENDEL JEFFREY A.
HIGGINS MICHAEL E.
HUETTINGER JOSEPH J.
JOHNSON KIERON E II
JOHNSTONE FREDERICK J.
KRUSZKA CLANCY P
LAIS DOUGLAS IAN
LANHAM ANTHONY P
LEAVITT BROOKE A.
LICCESE CHARLES
MADRID KAREN A.
MAJEWSKI STEPHEN A.
MARSHALL NATHAN E.
MCKINNEY TUREL W.
MENGEL BRYAN PHILIP
MILLER DOMINICK A.
MONICA GEORGE T.
MORAN DOUGLAS R.
MUNYAN BENJAMIN E
NELSON JOY A.

PERKINS RICHARD A.
PLYMPTON DAVID H.
POZDNIAKOV IGOR
REYES JULIO LUIS JR
RIGO CHRISTOPHER M.
RIVAS RONALD
RODIQUEZ GONZALOJ. II
SCHWARTZ MATTHEW B.
SKADRA CODY STEVEN
STIGER TIA MARIE
WALLACE BUCHANAN J.
WESTCOTT TIMOTHY

222D MP CO (-)

HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY
222D MP CO (FWD)

CO A (-) 642D SUPPORT BN
CO A 3-142D AVIATION
145TH MAINTENANCE CO
249TH MED CO AIR AMB. (-)
HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
206TH MP COMPANY

CO E (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
222D MP CO (-)

HHD 104th MP BN

CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
DET 1 105 MP CO

HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)

HHD 104th MP BN

442D MP CO

CO A 2-108TH INFANTRY

A CO(ENG)BSTB 27TH BCT
CO C (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ
HHB 1-258TH FIELD ARTILLERY
HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
TROOP A 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ
DET 3 CO E 3-142D AVIATION
27TH INF (BCT)

HHD 104th MP BN

HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
CO E (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY
CO F (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
BATTERY B 1-258TH FA

CO F (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ
BATTERY B 1-258TH FA
DET | HHC BSTB 27TH BCT
145TH MAINTENANCE CO
CO B (MAINT) 427TH BSB
827TH ENGR CO(-) HORIZ
CO D 3-142D AVIATION
222D MP CO (-)

105TH MP CO

CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY

Leutenant. ColonelMartin Dinan, Ieft, Battalion Commander of the 102™ Provisional Military Police Battalion congratulates the 105th Milita
Police Company Soldier of the Year, Staff Sgt. William Zeughardt, right, during a recent visit to the unit’s Training Operations Center nea
Sasabe, Ariz. The Military Police Citizen Soldiers deployed to Arizona for an extended Annual Training from May 5-26, 2007. The 105"
Military Police Company conducted training and operations in the region as part of Operation Jump Start, manning Entry Identification
Team sites along the border of Mexico. Photo by Sgt. Ed Balaban, NYARNG, Tucson Sector OJS/PAO.
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27" BCT Guardsmen dedicate ‘Liberty Tree

Story by Sgt. 1% Class Robert Monette

Recruiting and Retention Command
SYRACUSE - Soldiers from 27" Brigade Combat Team, new recruits from the Syracuse

Recruit Sustainment Program and local American Legion members dedicated a ‘Liberty
Tree’at the Thompson Road Armory during their scheduled drill weekend at the Thompson
Road armory brigade headquarters on May 20™,

Recruiting and Retention Command sponsored the initial concept for the Liberty Tree
dedication.

According to Maj. Robert Stabb, former member of the 27" Brigade and the Recruiting
Command in Central New York, the concept of a Liberty Tree dedication came about after
he attended a Marine Corps basic training graduation for his cousin. He realized that there
was a lot of tradition in the Marine Corps and that he could find something to give the RSP
new recruits something that demonstrated commitment and patriotism.

The history of the Liberty Tree dates back to approximately 1765, when a group of
American patriots, calling themselves the Sons of Libery, gathered around an EIm Tree in
Hanover Square in Boston, Mass.

The gathering in Hanover Square was to protest British tyranny and to assert their
commitment to independence.

On May 20", Guard Soldiers gathered much in the same way as the first Minutemen did.
The purpose being for their own Liberty Tree dedication to enhance Soldier and public
knowledge and awareness of the National Guard and to foster the connection between
the Modern National Guard and its origins of the Minuteman tradition. A Liberty Tree
dedication recalls that connection and gives current Soldiers and community members a
visible emblem to relate to. O

| wirn(-800-60-6UARD.com

From those days forward, the tree
became knownasthe Liberty Tree. In
the yearsthat followed, almostevery
American town had its own Liberty
Tree - a living symbol of popular
support for individual liberty and
resistance to tyranny.

As resistance to the British grew,
flags bearing a representation of the
Liberty Tree were flown to symbolize
the unwavering spirit of liberty.
These flags were later flown by the
first Minutemen during the battles of
the American Revolution.

The Liberty Tree

In 1766 Patricts and
Minutemen gathered undes 8
tros in Boston to proclaim
their steadizst dedication to
Liberty, and their opposition
to Tyranmy. In the ysars that
foliowed almast every

town dedicated a
tree az a living symbol of
Liberty.

This Liberty Tree is
dedicated In the same spirit of
unwavering devation to
Liberty and the Defense of
Freedom.

Photo above: National Guard recruiter Sgt. 15'Class Robert Monette reads the dedication of the Thompson
Road armory’s Liberty Tree to 27" BCT Soldiers and invited guests. Photo at left: The Liberty Tree
plaque placed in front of the actual tree that the 27" BCT idendified as the Liberty Tree.

ZWINGE MATTHEW E CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY PLEUS DEVON T, FSC 204TH ENGR BN CARPENTER THOMAS C.  HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY
PUCCIA LORETO J. DET 2 CO A 42D STB CEREO FRANCIS A. II CO D 3-142D AVIATION
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS QUINTANA JENNIFERL.  CO A (-) 642D SUPPORT BN CHOI WANSEOB CO C 1-69TH INF FWD 2
ALLEN DUSTIN EDWARD ~ TROOP A 2-101 CAV (RSTA) REXACH EMMANUEL CO A (-) 642D SUPPORT BN CONDE VICTOR A. CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
ANDERSON GERALDF.JR  CO B (MAINT) 427TH BSB RICHARDS ROBERT B. DET 1 827TH ENGR CO HORIZ COOPER JOSHUAADAM  CO C (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
BERRY THOMAS JOHN JR ~ HHC (-) BSTB 27TH IN BDE (BCT)  RICHARDSON ANTONIO P.JR  DET 1 CO C 1-69TH INF. CRUZRAUL SIG SPT DET 369 SUST BDE
BIRK CORY MICHAEL 727TH MP DET L AND O REAR ROSADO FRANKIE HHC 1-69TH INFANTRY DEFONCE PATRICK 719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO)
BOROWSKIJOSHUAD. HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA) RUCKHALEXANDER P, HHC (-) BSTB 27TH INBDE (BCT)  DOTEN TIMOTHY DENNIS ~ CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
BRASSARD BENJAMINJ. - CO A (DISTRO) 427TH BSB SAYA ANDREW F. 222D MP CO (-) DUMOND HEATHER ANN  56TH PERSONNEL SER BN
CHECHAK JAMES BRYAN ~ DET 1 105 MP CO SEEBER SEAN CUB HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY EGAN JOSEPH EDWARD  CO C 1-69TH INF FWD 2
CLEVELAND CASEY L. HSC 642D SUPPORT BN SHILLINGTON SEAN W CO A 2-108TH INFANTRY FAYSON MARCUS JAMES DET 1 HHC 42D STB
DEVERE KEELAN G. CO A 3-142D AVIATION SINICROPIANTHONY JIII  HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA) FISK BRIAN CHARLES 1427TH TRANS CO (-)
DIAZ PEDRO J HHC 369th SUST BDE SMITH DIANA MARIE 827TH ENGR CO(-) HORIZ GARDNER AARON F. HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
GERWITZ BRIAN ALAN HHC (-) BSTB 27TH (BCT) SPAULDING TIFFANY S. HHC 369th SUST BDE GREY WAYNE R. JR 727TH MP DET L AND O REAR
GIL JERONIMO AUGUSTO  145TH MAINTENANCE CO SPINKS TOBIAS JACOB DET 1 CO A 642D SUPPORT BN GUZMAN ANTON DET 1 105 MP CO
GILBO KEVIN JOSEP TROOP A 2-101 CAV (RSTA) STAMP JUSTIN DANIEL DET 1 222D MP CO HOLMES ANDREW P. DET 1 222D MP CO
GONZALEZ THOMAS M.  206TH MP COMPANY STEELE TODD CURTIS 102 MAINT CO HUNT BENTAMIN E. CO C () 2-108TH INFANTRY
HEINTZ THOMAS V. DET 1 CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY STILES DAMIEN ANDREW ~ CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY JONES JEFFREY II 29TH PERSONNEL SERVICE DET
HENRY CHARLES E. JR CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY SUTTON JONATHAN W. 102 MAINT CO JOSEPH JEAN BERNARD  CO A (DISTRO) 427TH BSB
HERRLE MATTHEW B. HHC(-) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN TAYLOR SIMEON JOHN HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA) KING SADE JABOUT HHC(.) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN
HOFFMAN JOSHUA A. HHC(-) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN THOMAS BRETT F. DET 1 CO C 2-108TH INF. LEVIT DMITRIY M. 719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO)
HOLDEN TYESHAWNLEE ~ CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY TOMPKINS DANAL. DET 1 827TH ENGR CO LOCKE JUANITAMARIA  NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ
HOLMES JOSHUAALAN  827TH ENGR CO(-) HORIZ TRAN PHUONG THUY CO A (DISTRO) 427TH BSB MAGEE MATTHEW P. HEC 101ST SIGNAL BN
HUNG CHUN CO G (FSCFA) 427TH BSB VAILLANCOURT GREGORY A. HSC 642D SUPPORT BN MARTIN SHARELL C. 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
ISAACSON AARON J. HHC(-) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN VANBUSKIRK DAVID E. 102 MAINT CO MAZARIN ERICA S . EARLY ELMT 369 SUST BDE
JOHNSON FOREST C. CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY VARTIGIAN BRANDON M. HHC(-) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN MYERS ERIC M. CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY
KARLSTROM ERIK J. 105TH MP CO VUCICH JEFFREY C. HHD 104 MP BN REAR OHLSON ADAM PAUL CO B (MAINT) 427TH BSB
KEMAK CASEY ANN 222D MP CO () WADE BRITTANY ANN 222D MP CO (FWD) ORTIZ DANIEL LUIS 719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO)
KOZILSKY JASON A. CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY WALKER KRISTEN HHD 104th MP BN PERALDO JOSHUA D. HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
LANDON LESLIE JILL CO D (FSC RSTA) 427TH BSB WARD APRIL DENISE 1569TH TRANSPORTATION CO PEREZ JOSHUA LOUIS HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
LIGHTHALL HARRY J. IV CO A 2-108TH INFANTRY WELLS LUCRECIAA. MEDICAL COMMAND PERKINS JEREMY J. DET 1 CO A 642D SUPPORT BN
LUGO ARGELIS ANTONIO  CO D (FSC RSTA) 427TH BSB WESTFALL EMIL LEE HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA) PLUMADORE CASEY P. CO B (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
LUTGEN JONATHAN LEE TROOP A 2-101 CAV (RSTA) WIDA NICHOLAS P. CO C (-) 1-69TH INFANTRY POSCA VINCENT A. CO C (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
MACWHINNIE AMANDAR.  NYARNG JOINT FORCE HQ WILKINSON VICTOR A. 27TH INF (BCT) RAMMING DAVID C. A CO(ENG)BSTB 27TH BCT
MARTUSIS MICHAEL W. TROOP A 2-101 CAV (RSTA) WRAY ALRICAMONIQUE  CO E 3-142D AVIATION ROOPCHANSINGH DENVER CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
MATTHEWS COREY M. 145TH MAINTENANCE CO PRIVATE 2 ROSA MIGUEL 719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO)
MEDINA JASON C. DET 1 133RD QM SP ALCIDE PEGUY BATTERY B 1-258TH FA SCHENK JOSEPH K. CO E (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
MENDEZ JASON J 442D MP CO ALVAREZ CARLOS R. HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN SLADE KENNETH 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
NAPIER ERIN VIRGINIA CO A (DISTRO) 427TH BSB AQUINO JOSE L 719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO) SOLANO TIMMIA E. 37TH FINANCE DET
NATAL ALEXANDER 249TH MED CO AIR AMB. (-) ARACENA JOSE G. 145TH MAINTENANCE CO STEWART RYAN A. CO A 101ST SIGNAL BN
NICHOLSON CHRISTOPHER B HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA) ASHLEY JAMES C. II CO D 3-142D AVIATION TAYLOR TJ CO B (MAINT) 427TH BSB
NIVER TAYLOR MARIE DET 1 827TH ENGR CO HORIZ BICKLE KYLE PHILLIP DET 1 222D MP CO TOLEDO EDWIN JR BATTERY B 1-258TH FA
ORTIZ JOSHUA JOHN DET 2 CO D 3-126 AVN BLANK THEODORE J. 206TH MP COMPANY TRIANO GERALD J. TROOP B 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
PALMER ARTHUR RAYJR  CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY BRICE LEWIS JAMES III 102 MAINT CO WALLACE STACYANNM  145TH MAINTENANCE CO
PERRY DANIEL ALAN CO E (FSC INF) 427TH BSB BYRNE SEAMUS M. CO D 1-69TH INFANTRY WALLS PHILLIP A JR CO F (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
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102 MAINT CO
SPC SPENCE KENDRIC MONTE
SGT STADALSKI GEORGE DALE
105TH MP CO
SGT ANDREWS MICHAEL CARL JR
SFC DONOGHUE JOHN PATRICK
SSG HILDERBRANDT THORANCE MICHA
SPC HUEBER JEFFREY PAUL
SGT PENN ERNEST GEORGE
SGT WHEELER AMANDA LYN
107TH MP COMPANY
SFC ALDI DAVID T
SGT CRABTREE LINDSAY MARIE
SGT DIMARENHALL DIANE DIANA
SPC DOXSTADER JUSTIN SCOTT
1156TH ENGR CO (-) VERTICAL
SGT DUNCAN GREGORY ALLEN
SGT GUCKIAN ANDREW THOMAS JR
SGT HERRMANN ALFRED JAMES JR
SGT HOWARD JAMES D
SPC WILLIAMS COURTNEY ST AUBYN
133RD QUARTERMASTER SP CO (-)
SSG BARFIELD ANTOINE
SPC ORMSBY JOSEPH
SGT PASCAL PATRICK
1427TH TRANS CO (-)
SSG MARTIN NORMAN JAMES JR
SGT SCOTT JOHN DONALD JR
145TH MAINTENANCE CO
SPC COLON ANIBAL
SSG FLYNN DENIS
SSG GAMA JORGE
SGT GONZALEZ ANTONIO
SPC HASSIM UNEZA
SGT HIRALDO EDDY ANTONIO
SGT KIM JAMES
SPC OSORIO CHRISTINE ALICIA
SGT PALOMBO JOHN
SPC SAMPLE TIMOTHY MAURICE
SGT WARD KEVIN MARK
14TH FINANCE DET
SSG RAJPAUL RAJENDRA RAJMAN
152ND ENGINEER SUPPORT CO
PFC BIENAS ERIK MICHAEL
SFC MANCUSO JEFFREY GEORGE
SPC SADDLER MARVIN REGINAL
1569TH TRANSPORTATION CO
SGT CRESPO ANGEL MANUEL JR
SGT HAZEL MIRIAM
SPC LEWIS LINDA MARTINA
SSG LOVELL KENNETH CEIL
SSG MCBURNIE MERVYN R
SSG PETERKIN ANDRE
206TH MILITARY POLICE COMPANY
SPC GOGGIN SHAWN EVAN
SSG GRIFFIN ROBERT JOHN JR
222D MILITARY POLICE CO (-)
SPC FISHER ADAM LEE
SGT WHIFFEN JOSEPH W IV
SGT BARBER ROBERT MICHAEL
249TH MED CO AIR AMBULANCE (-)
SGT GROVER DAVIS MARTIN
SGT HARE CHRISTOPHER DOUGLAS
SGT PRATT SHANNON MARIE
SPC SMITH ADRIAN HERBERT
SPC TOLAND TODD ANDREW
27TH INF (BCT)
SGT MANLEY DWAYNE RUSSELL
SFC MASSER VICTOR E
SGT SPIERS MARIS BELINDA
27TH INF (BCT) FWD 6
SFC BIALOBOK PAUL
29TH PERSONNEL SERVICE DET
SPC AJAMU ZALIKA ZEBULAN
SSG MAIURI MICHAEL R
2ND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM (WMD)
SGT CAUTELA SALVATORE JOSEPH
SGT DUNFEE BRENDAN WILLIAM
37TH FINANCE DET
SPC BOST CLAUDIA MARIE
SSG JONES LEYLAN R
42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)
SGT LASTELLA JOHN TERRENCE
SGT PETROPOULOS JAMES GEORGE
SGT WAGNER ETHAN FORREST
SFC WILSON JOHN A

Army Reenlistments

42D TAC CMD POST TAC 1
SGT MORATH JASON MICHAEL
PFC ROMAN JEREMY MICHAEL
SPC TOMB CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL
42D TAC CMD POST TAC 2
SGT SCOGNAMILLO SCOTT JOSEPH
SSG WULFORST HOWARD EDWARD JR
442D MILITARY POLICE CO
SGT RAMIREZ FERNANDO EMILIO
SGT RAY DANON EDWARD
466TH MEDICAL CO AREA SUPPORT
SSG CLARK KATHY JEAN
SGT LORD JEFFREY DAVID
SGT OQUENDO MANUEL ALBERTO JR
4TH FINANCE DET
SPC TEOLOTITLA JORGE DAVID
4TH PERSONNEL SVC DET
SGT ESTARFAA MARY CATHERINE
SGT WONG MELISSA LOLITA
56TH PERSONNEL SER BN
SPC CLEMENT RAYA DORAL
SSG EVANS ROBERT G
719 TRANS CO (MDM TRK CGO)
SGT BAEZ VICTOR MANUEL
SGT CORDONES TOMAS FELICIANO
SGT LUGO ANTONIO
SSG TORRES WILFREDO
727TH MP DET LAND O REAR
PFC FOX TODD BERNARD
SPC MOYER CHARLES SCOTT
7TH FINANCE DET
SPC CLERK HARRY WILBUR
SFC MERCADO JOSE JR
SPC RAMOS MAHER
SPC RODRIGUEZ JOSEPH ALBERT
827TH ENGR CO(-) HORIZ
SPC MOFFETT SEAN RYAN
ACO(ENG)BSTB 27TH IN BDE(BCT)
SGT FORDER ARNOLD RICHARD 1I
SGT HARRIS ROGER MACHARVEY JR
B CO(MI)BSTB 27TH IN BDE (BCT)
SGT MILLER MARK JAMES
BATTERY A 1-258TH FA
SPC GARCIA OSCAR ARMANDO
SPC PEREZ NEFTALI
BATTERY B 1-258TH FA
SGT CANCEL WILLIAM
SPC GONGORA FERNANDO
SSG HARRIS CLIVE JABEZ
SSG JAMES KENNETH BARON
SPC LENEHAN PATRICK GARY
SSG NIBBS GARTH EMERSON
SSG SUAREZ MIGUEL H
SPC TAYLOR DEON LAMARR
SGT YAMBO JERRY
C CO(SIG)BSTB 27TH IN BDE(BCT)
SSG DELLES JOHN M
COA(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
SSG RUTHERFORD JOHN LLOYD
COA (DISTRO) 427TH BSB
SGT LANTRY DANIEL ALLEN
SPC PECKHAM NATHAN ALLEN
SGT SNYDER TRAVIS JAMES
SPC VIETH CHAD MICHAEL
SPC WADE SHAWN EDWARD
COA1-69TH INFANTRY
SPC CASAIGNE GERALDO WILFREDO
CO A 101ST SIGNAL BN
SGT ADAMSON NORMAN D
SGT BRUNO FELICIA ANN
SSG CHINCUANCO MARIA INES B
COA2-108TH INFANTRY
SPC BURNS PHILLIP WAYNE
SPC PERKINS ERIC PHILIP
CO A(-) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN
SPC VANWIEREN JOEL RICHARD
CO B () 2-108TH INFANTRY
SGT HAMILTON WAYNE SPENCER
SPC HANSON RONALD DANIEL
SSG LANDRY ROBERT HECTOR
SGT PEDERSEN RONALD JAMES
CO B (MAINT) 427TH BSB
SSG MYERS CHARLES FORREST
CO B 101ST SIGNAL BN
SPC RODRIGUEZ SERGIO ADALBERTO
CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
SSG CARRERAS SAMUEL
SPC CARTER STANLEY WEAXSIE
SGT HERNANDEZ RONALD DENYS
SGT RAMNATH ANIL RUDRANATH
SPC RIVERA JOSEPH

SPC VANDELLI MARK ADLAI
CO C (-) 2-108TH INFANTRY
SPC BYRNE CHAD MICHAEL
CO C 1-69TH INF FWD 2
SPC SAUNDERS DAVID NELSON
CO C 101ST SIGNAL BN
SSG GREEN WILFRED
SPC JACKSON RICHARD
SFC PEELER DAVID L
SFC RIZZI FRANK A
SPC STEINEL MARK
SPC THOMPSON NEISHA EVADNEY
CO C 642D SUPPORT BN
SPC BOWEN ANTHONY ARNETT
SPC CRUZ JOSE ENRIQUE JR
SPC DOMINGUEZ MICHAEL
SSG DOUGLAS FECEDIO A
SPC GOLOB GARY EDWARD
SFC HILL JOHN W
SGT NG WAIMAN
1SG WILSON ROY DELBERT
CO D 1-69TH INFANTRY
SGT MENDENHALL STANFORD
CO D 2-108TH INFANTRY
SFC ADAMS MANUEL JOSEPH
SSG DUNN BRIAN MANSFIELD
SPC HULBERT WILLIAM THOMAS
SSG SMITH JAMES EVERETTE
CO D 3-142D AVIATION
SGT LEO DANIEL JOHN
SFC NICOL RICHARD MARK
SGT PHILLIPS RAYMOND LIONEL III
CO E (FSC INF) 427TH BSB
SPC DONDERO DOMINICK LOUIS JR
SGT ECK ROBERT EDWARD SR
SSG PEAT STEVEN WILLIAM
CO E 3-142D AVIATION
SPC RUBINO JOSEPH ANDREW JR
SGT VECCHIO CARL JOSEPH JR
CO G (FSC FA) 427TH BSB
SPC CLEMENT JONATHAN RULX
DET 1 105 MP CO
SGT FERNANDEZ HECTOR JAVIER
SPC KRYGER MICHAEL DAVID
SSG LAWS JEFFREY MARK
SGT REED RICHARD BRYAN JOSEPH
DET 1 1156TH ENGR CO VERTICAL
SGT VILLACIS MARIO F
DET 1 133RD QUARTERMASTER SP
SSG BROCCOLO MICHAEL
DET 1 222D MILITARY POLICE CO
SPC RHODEN JOSHUA LEIGH
DET 1 827TH ENGR CO HORIZ
SGT DINKINS JESSICA MARIE
SPC KELLY KEITH WILLIAM
SPC NELLENBACH BRADLEY STEVEN
DET 1 CO A 642D SUPPORT BN
SSG DAILEY HADRIAN B
SFC VANBUSKIRK MICHAEL LYNN
DET 1 CO B 2-108TH INFANTRY
SPC HARTLEY CODY LOFLIN
SPC RICHER DUSTIN ALLAN
SGT RIVERA EUGARDO
SGT TODD JOSHUA NATHAN
DET 1 CO B 3-126 AVN REAR
SSG SIMMONS AVERY YARNELL
DET 1 CO C 1-69TH INFANTRY
SSG ANDREWS PATRICK GEORGE JR
SGT HOTALING ALLEN
SGT DIEDERICH JAMES PHILLIP
DET 1 HHC 42D STB
SSG PADILLAPAUL JR
DET 1 HQ 42D ID
SGT CERRONE AMY LYNNE
DET 2 COA42D STB
SPC ALBEKER BARRY SCOTT
DET 2 CO B 2-108TH INFANTRY
SGT TAVARES WILLIAM SCOTT
DET 2 CO D 3-126 AVN
SGT BELANGER EDWARD JOSEPH JR
SPC KLEMM AMY CRYSTAL
SPC SCOTT CHRISTOPHER JAMES
DET 2 HHC 42D STB
SSG FOTIS SOLON
SGT LAKEMAN STEVEN LEO
DET 3 CO E 3-142D AVIATION
SGT BRODERICK MICHAEL FRANCIS
SPC VANBUSKIRK PAUL RICHARD
EARLY ENTRY ELMT 369 SUST BDE
SGT ANCI ELIZABETH P
SFC HAMILTON LINCOLN A
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Task Force Liberty marks Iraq service with art print

By Lt. Col. Richard Goldenberg
HQ, 42™ ID

TROY - For the thousands of members of
Task Force Liberty, the 42" Infantry Division
headquarters here in Troy commissioned
an artist commemorative print to mark the
Rainbow Division’s service in North Central
Iraq in 2005.

The portrait, entitled “Never Forget” by Larry
Selman, depicts members of the 42" Infantry
Division preparing for a convoy movement
near Tikrit, Iraq. Visible in the backdrop of
the scene is the 42" Division main command
post, a former presidential palace for Saddam
Hussein.

The printisavailable for purchase through the
division’s not-for-profit “last drop club.”

Each print is $40.00 and will be delivered
to the Troy armory. Delivery to a Soldier’s
individual home requires and additional $10
for shipping and handling.

Framed portraitsare also available with double
or triple matting at $225 or $245 respectively.

The artist’s work can be viewed at www.
selmanartworks.comwhere images of Selman’s
portraits reflect scenes from a variety of
America’s conflicts. Among Selman’s clients is
Hasbro Toys, the manufacturers of GI Joe action
figures. Selman has contributed to the artwork

on a number of World War Il and modern era  The 42" Infantry Division commemorative print, “Never Forget” depicts members of Task Force Liberty and the 42" Infantry Division preparing for
military figures. operations in Tikrit, Irag. Thousands of members of the 42" Division formed the foundation of the Multinational Division, North Central Iraq for the task
. . . force deployment in late 2004 to early 2006 for Operation Iragi Freedom. The commemorative print will also depict graphical representation of the Task
Questions about the. Commemgratlve portrait Force Liberty brigade combat teams, aviation brigade, division artillery, engineer brigade and division support command. The print is available framed
can be sent to OIF3pic@hotmail.com. [ or unframed through the 42" Infantry Division Headquarters in Troy or online from a framing company at www.vladimirarts.com.

SGT WRIGHT JOHN WILLIAM SPC POTTER EUGENE JR SFC HOLMES CHRISTOPHER JOHN
FSC 204TH ENGINEER BATTALION SGT ROMAN NILSA SGM KEELER ALLAN L
SPC BROWN BRIAN ROBERT SGT SALAZARLOPEZ MARTHA CECILIA HQ 53D TRP CMD
SSG FISH CHARLES SSG VARGAS MARTIN B SGT JOHNSON PETER DUANE
H & S CO 204 ENGR BN HHC 427 BSB HQS 106TH REGIMENT (RTI)

SGT MANN CHARLES WALTER SFC GERBINO MATTHEW PAUL SSG CORREA JOHN D
SSG SPACCAFORNO LISA ANN SFC GRANT DAVID ALEX SFC MELLOTT STEVEN CRAIG

HEADQUARTERS (-) 42D 1D SPC JACKSON RICHARD SFC NELSON TAMMY WYNNETTE
SGM BLAIS ALBERT GEORGE II SGT RYAN JOHN ROBERT JR SFC OSSIT STEVEN CHARLES

SSG BROWN REGINA AMELIA
SSG BRUNICK KEVIN DONALD
SFC FESTA KEITH B
SFC SLAUGHTER MICHAEL E
HHB 1-258TH FIELD ARTILLERY

SSG DAVIS RANDOLPH
SGT LOCKE GARNET SYLVESTER
SGT LUGO ONIX NOEL
SPC RAMOS EDWIN

HHC (-) 2-108 INFANTRY
SGT COON JEREMIAH LEE
SFC MARSHALL ROBERT FRED

HHC (-) BSTB 27TH IN BDE (BCT)

SGT BARDO TERESA ANN
SPC CORREA GILBERT
SGT ELIASON DEBBIE ANN
SPC TROSS GORDON CHARLES

HHC 1-69TH INFANTRY
SGT DAVIES BRYAN MICHAEL
SFC GROSS JEFFREY WILLIAM
SPC PELAK MATTHEW RICHARD

HHC 101ST SIGNAL BN
SGT FIEDLER KEITH WILLIAM
SFC RAMRATTAN CHUNILAL

HHC 369TH SUSTAINMENT BRIGADE

SSG CHAVEZ MIGUEL ANGEL
SPC FRAZIER KENNETH LEE
SPC GREENE MARTHA
SGT HAYDAK DOUGLAS MARTIN
SSG MAISONET HECTOR
SFC MEDINA JOSE
SGT ORTIZ ALBERTO JR
SPC PEREZ DERRICK ANTHONY
SSG PHILIPS GUILLERMINA MARIA

SPC THOMPSON KELLY VERONICA
HHC COMBAT AVN BDE 42D IN DIV
SGT MCLAUGHLIN KEVIN
HHC(-) 3-142D AVIATION
SGT SCALZO ARTHUR WALTER IIT
SSG WEDERMAN EDDIE FRANCIS
HHC(-) 42D SPECIAL TROOPS BN
SSG KELLY PATRICK DAVID
HHD 104TH MILITARY POLICE BN
SPC AKINS RANDY LEE JR
SSG DAVIS SHAWN KEVIN
MSG DELAVAN RAWLSON DANIEL JR
SSG EBERHARDT ANDREW
SGT GABOT RAFAEL ALBERTO
SPC HAGGERTY DEAN JAMES
SPC HAM KYONGWON
SSG HAMILTON GOEFFREY RICHARD
SPC MELENDEZ MIGUEL ARTURO
SGT MINER JACOB ANDREW
SSG MUNNO FRANCO
SPC MURPHY MICHELLE EVA
SFC RUSSO JOHN NUNZIO
SSG TEJADA FRANK
SPC VAUGHN TYREE LAWRENCE
SSG WOLFE RYAN JAMES
HHD 27TH FINANCE BN
SPC LEE JAYONG
SFC MICHEL JACQUES A
HHD 501ST ORDNANCE BN EOD
SPC GEORGE NICHOLAS WILLIAM
HHT 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
SPC NG PHILLIP WAILAP
SGT SPALLINA AARON WILLIAM
HQ 153RD TRP CMD (BDE)

SSG PONESS RONALD THOMAS JR
HSC 642D SUPPORT BN
SPC KHASIDIS KIUFORDIS NASTON
SPC MALONEY JOSEPH ADAM
SPC VIOLA JONATHAN DAVID
MEDICAL COMMAND
SGT BIBEAU NICOLLE RENEE
SGT PROVOST WILLIAM JOHN
NYARNG ELEMENT JFHQ FWD 19
SSG JENSEN CHARLES VICTOR
SFC MIEREK VINCENT RICHARD
NYARNG ELEMENT JFHQ FWD 56
SGT CARTWRIGHT DAVID JAMES
NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
SFC ANDRYSIAK THEODORE
SGT CHAPMAN CARL FREDERICK
SSG CRISTALDI MARIO JOSEPH JR
SPC GIUDICI JASON MICHAEL
SFC HARVEY DANAJ
SGT MABIE TIFFANY ANN
SFC MAHONEY THOMAS JAMES
SGT MANNY BRIAN GARDNER
SSG PETRICONE FRANK CARL
SPC RAYMOND KELLY MARIE
SFC RILEY CONSTANCE FRANCES
RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD

SGT BUTCHER ERIC MICHAEL
SGT PREWITT JOSEPH LEE

TROOP A 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
PFC TODD DAVID RONALD

TROOP B 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
SPC SPEROS EVERITT PHILLIP

TROOP C 2-101 CAV (RSTA)
SPC ROTHWELL JONATHAN WAYNE
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PROMOTIONS
COLONEL
BRANDT MARY J 139 AEROMED EVAC
CARTER WENZELL E JR 174 MEDICAL
REILLY KEVIN F 106 OPERATIONS
SURANI JASVANT S 109 MEDICAL
LIEUTENANT COLONEL
ALSTON GEORGE J 111 139 AIRLIFT
ANKABRANDT RONALD H 109 LOGISTICS READINES
GIERY SEAN M 105 MEDICAL
LAWYEA MICHAELJ 174 OPERATIONS
LEBLANC DORINE M NEW YORK ANG
LENNARD CHRISTINE L 109 AIRLIFT
MAJOR
HARVEY GILBERT T 174 MEDICAL
KEANY THOMAS E 101 RESCUE
LAFRANCE DAVID E 139 AIRLIFT
RUTIGLIANO MICHAEL S 102 RESCUE
CAPTAIN
JUDGE JOHN J 107 LOGISTICS READINES
NOWAK PETER A 107 OPERATIONS SUPPORT
SHAD BRIAN C 139 AIRLIFT
SUMWALT DAVID C 101 RESCUE
TAYLOR SHEA A 106 MISSION SUPPORT
WATT RITAM 139 AEROMED EVAC
1st LIEUTENANT
AYOTT CASSANDRA N 139 AEROMED EVAC
CULLEN SHAUN R 106 STUDENT
LEE SUSAN A 105 MEDICAL
MARTINEZ GLENDA NMI 105 MEDICAL
CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT
GIAQUINTO MARK T 109 COMMUNICATIONS FLT
GILETTE JAMES W 105 ACFT MAINT SQDN
IRWIN BRENT D 107 MAINTENANCE SQDN
KELLER STACY L 105 OPERATIONS SUPPORT
FLIGHT
MCMANUS MICHAEL P 106 SERVICES FLIGHT
MILLER JENNIE L 152 AIR OPERATIONS GROUP
RICHARDSON DENNY L 139 AIRLIFT SQDN
SMITH ALEXANDER L 106 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
WOHLEBEN DAVID R 107 MISSION SUPPORT FLIGHT
WRAY JOHN F 137 AIRLIFT SQDN
SENIOR MASTER SERGEANT

CASO MICHAEL A JR 105 AERIAL PORT SQDN
COE JOSEPH W 174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
ELDRED TIMOTHY S 109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
FONDACARO VINCENT R 106 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
FORBRAGD DOUGLAS W 107 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
FRANTZ CHARLES C 174 MAINTENANCE GROUP
GAINES ROGER A SR 107 ACFT MAINT SQDN
HARRISON MICHAEL E 105 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
KARR LYNN W 152 AIR OPERATIONS GROUP
KASPER JEFFREY J 107 ACFT MAINT SQDN
KELKENBERG KENNETHE 107 MAINTENANCE SQDN
MANN MARK J 109 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
MOSHER BRIAN A 103 RESCUE SQDN
PENDERGAST KEVIN L 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
PILINKO JOSEPH J 109 MAINTENANCE SQDN
REEVES JAMES H 11 NEW YORK ANG HQ
RIZZO JOSEPH F 213 ENG INSTL SQDN
SEBURN TRINETTE N 174 COMMUNICATIONS FLIGHT
TUTHILL DEAN E 107 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
WIENCEK PAUL A 107 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
WITTLINGER MICHAEL E 107 MISSION SUPPORT FLIGHT

MASTER SERGEANT
AGUIAR ARMANDO 105 AERIAL PORT SQDN
ALVARADO WILLIAM 137 AIRLIFT SQDN
ARBOUR RONALD P JR NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN
BARRY MICHAEL H JR 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
BEITZ DAVID A 174 MEDICAL GROUP
BILLARD THOMAS K 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
BISHOP DAVID T NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN
BOEHLKE KEITH E 109 COMMUNICATIONS FLIGHT
BUCCIJOHN M 11 174 COMMUNICATIONS FLIGHT
CARSNO DAVID A 109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
COOPER JASON R 106 MAINTENANCE SQDN
FORD CHRISTOPHER M 174 MEDICAL GROUP
FORSYTH SHAWN D 174 COMMUNICATIONS FLIGHT
FUENTES ANDREW 105 MEDICAL GROUP
GILLEN CARRIE R 105 AIRLIFT WING
GILMAN ROBERT A 106 ACFT MAINT SQDN
HIDDEN STEVEN J 109 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
HUKEE GREGORY J 174 MAINTENANCE SQDN
JONES JOHN A 174 MAINTENANCE GROUP
LOCICERO JOSEPH E 105 AIRLIFT WING
LOPEZ EDGAR 106 RESCUE WING
MALLAHAN EDMOND M 106 ACFT MAINT SQDN
MANG JEANNIE A 107 MEDICAL GROUP

Air Guard Promotions

MEHLROSE MATTHEW J
MENEC NICHOLAS J
MITCHELL ANTHONY H
PINGELSKI FRANK JJR
POHLE JAMES D
POPPER WILLIAM R
REIS PHILIP W
RICHMOND STEVEN D
ROBERTS BRIAN M
ROLON JENNIFER M
ROORDA SCOTT S

105 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
174 MAINTENANCE SQDN

174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN

109 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
107 AIR REFUELING WING

105 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN

213 ENG INSTL SQDN

NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN
NEW YORK ANG HQ

105 MAINTENANCE OPS FLIGHT
NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN

SCHOEFFLER BEVERLEY JR 109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN

SOMMERS MARC A
URBANIAK FRANCISEK R
WHITEMAN THOMAS L

105 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN

TECHNICAL SERGEANT

ADANZA ALIZA S 107 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
ALBERT JOHN E 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
ANGEVINE ALAN P 137 AIRLIFT SQDN
ARNOLD JOSHUA L 174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
ATWOOD RONALD H 174 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
BACH JASON A 109 AIRLIFT WING
BARTMAN JEREMY E 109 MAINTENANCE SQDN
BENINTENDE PAUL B 139 AIRLIFT SQDN
BLETHEN MATTHEW R 152 AIR OPERATIONS GROUP
BOOTHE DANIEL T 106 ACFT MAINT SQDN
BOOTS DANA R NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN
BOUDREAU PAUL R JR 107 MAINTENANCE SQDN
CARROLL AUSTIN P 137 AIRLIFT SQDN
CEPEDA EDDIE O 106 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
CHAPKO JEROD G 109 MAINTENANCE SQDN
CLEMENS SCOTTM 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
CLEMENTS MARK S 139 AEROMED EVAC SQDN
COFFEY CATRINA M 107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
CONSTE DONALD J 106 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
DAVID RAAM NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN
DEBETTA DARYLJ 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
FARINA ROBERT M 107 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
FARRELL ROBERT E 137 AIRLIFT SQDN
FEGAN BRUCE D 106 ACFT MAINT SQDN
FINKLE EUGENE A 102 RESCUE SQDN
FREDERICK TODD J 105 AERIAL PORT SQDN
GARCIA ELEX 106 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
GARCIATOMMY J 105 MISSION SUPPORT FLIGHT
GIFFORD BRIAN H 109 COMMUNICATIONS FLIGHT
GLENNEN BRANAGAN I 174 ACFT MAINT SQDN
GRUBER MATTHEW B 106 MEDICAL GROUP
HELLIGRASS ADAM C 109 ACFT MAINT SQDN
JACKS TIMOTHY A 213 ENG INSTL SQDN
JARMACZ JAMES A 174 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
JOHNSON PAUL A 105 AERIAL PORT SQDN
JONIETZ KLAUS DA II 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
KEMPTON MATTHEW T 106 MAINTENANCE SQDN
KRAEMER ERIC T 106 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
KRYCZKOWSKI ROBERT JR  NORTHEAST AIR DEF SQDN
KURG ROBERT W 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
KWIATKOWSKIANDREW J 107 COMMUNICATIONS FLIGHT
LASKY DANIEL W 174 MAINTENANCE SQDN
LENT ROBERT A 174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
LUNDIN CANDACE L 109 MEDICAL GROUP
MERCED MICHAEL G 106 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
MOITHUKSHUNG PETULA 106 MEDICAL GROUP
MOORE SUZETTE NMI 174 FIGHTER WING
MOOS KEVIN R 106 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
MORALES SABRINA 106 MISSION SUPPORT GROUP
OWEN JASON A 174 ACFT MAINT SQDN
POWERS CHARLES W III 109 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
PRADA FEDERICO J 105 MISSION SUPPORT FLIGHT
REIS EDWARD J 139 AIRLIFT SQDN
RIVAS JAMES A 105 AERIAL PORT SQDN
SCHMELZ SCOTT W 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
SCHULTZ DANIEL B 174 MAINTENANCE SQDN
SLAYTON SPENCER T 174 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
SMITH HENRY R JR 109 COMMUNICATIONS FLIGHT
SPAICHES MICHAEL A 174 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
TUFF ROBERT M 174 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
VILLACIS ANTHONY K 109 MAINTENANCE SQDN
WEISS ROLF A 105 MAINTENANCE SQDN
WHITE CHANDA R 107 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
ZAYAS JOSE A 105 AERIAL PORT SQDN

STAFF SERGEANT
AHMED ASHRAF K 105 MEDICAL GROUP
ANDREWS SANAAN 105 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
BELKNAP JASON R 109 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN
BOYER JEFFERY J 107 SECURITY FORCES SQDN
BOYZUCK TIMOTHY LEEII 174 MAINTENANCE SQDN
BUONOCORE THOMAS S 105 STUDENT FLIGHT
CALDWELL BRANDON C 109 STUDENT FLIGHT
CARLTON CHAD A 174 ACFT MAINT SQDN
CASSICK JESSICA F 107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN
CHISAMORE TODD D 174 LOGISTICS READINES SQDN

CHRISTMAN MATTHEW L
COLE II KENNETH C
COONEY PATRICK T
COONRADT RUSSELL J
CORROW KELLY MARIE
COX TINAM

DACHAUER JACOB K
DAMON JOSHUA D
FIERROS JAVIER R
FLANAGAN BRIANJ
FULLER ERIC WAYNE
GARNSEY ELIZABETH M
GIBSON OLIVER D
GILDNER BRAD R
GOLDEN MICHAELJ
GRAZIANO JOSEPH N
HASTINGS SHANE D
HEMBROOK BRANDON R.
HENDRICKSON MARVIN
HERON JAMES P JR
HOELTZEL LAURIE A
HRUZ KYLE F

HURLEY GREGORY R
JENKS MICHAELJ
KEATING SHAWN W
KINNE ANDREA NP
KIRCHNER SYLVIA V.
KOCHEMS KRISTEN E
LATUS GERY P

LINDNER JENNIFER M
MANZELLA DANIEL C
MATTIA JAMES P
MCGUIRK CHARLES J. IV
MCINTYRE MARTIN B
MENDEZ STEVEN S
MENGE CHRISTOPHER P
MERRITT HEATHER J
MILLER DEREK S

MINER AARON RICHARD
MOORE CHARLES E
MURDOCK MICHAEL J
MURPHY KEVIN M
NEGRON ANGEL E
ODOM BENJAMIN C
ORBINATI ALBERT G III
OSTLIE MELISSA A
PATTERSON DENNIS P
PELLAND MATTHEW S.
PETROCELLI FELECIA J.
REDNER KRISTI L
REEVES TRACIR
ROBERTS RAYMOND M. JR
ROBERTSON JOHN C
ROSENBERRY MICHAEL
RULISON SHAWN R
RUPERT DENNIS EDWARD
RUTAN CRYSTAL LEA

SANTA TERESA JONATHAN

SCOTT ANDREA H
SINCLAIR JASON A
SMULLEN KIMBERLY E
SOLOMON JESSE D
STEPP ROSS A
STEVERSON TROY T
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WARNER JEAN W
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SENIOR AIRMAN

ASHLEY JOSHUA P
BARD TRAVIS R
BARSCHOW STEPHEN JR
BAYLOR JOHN A
BAZYDLO ANDREW T
BRONSON ABBY C
CACCIATORE ANDREW
CAMPBELL PATRICK T

CARRASQUILLO JONATHAN

CLARK ADAM M
COLA DANIEL M
COONRADT DANIELLE K
FONSECA FABIANY R
GATTABRETTM
GILBERT BRANDON M
GILLETTE MARIAM
HARRISON ADAM K
HILL TONY M I
HORNING STEPHEN D
JACOBSEN SALEM K.
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KIBLER CHELSEY H
KINGSBURY SUZANNE B
KORTRIGHT MICHAEL F
LANCE JAMES E 111
NICHTER JOSHUAM
RECKNER JENNIFER L
RHONE DEWAYNE O
ROUGHT ANDREW P
ROWSWELL ALAN R
SAGER WILLIAM C JR
TAYLOR STEPHEN C
THUMAN BRYAN M
TIFFANY JASON M
WALSH ANDREW L
WILLIAMS JESSE F
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Mass casualty exercise challenges
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NEADS, Rome communit
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107 CIVIL ENGINEER SQDN Casualty Exercise June 7, area first organizing the event last October activities like the purchase of large
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AIRMAN 1ST CLASS

ANGERAME JOHN R
AUSTIN MICHAEL E
BARBER EARL D
BARRETT JENNIFER S
BITLER STEPHEN J
BLANK ANGELAM
BOHRER JAMES F
BOLLES MATTHEW R
CAVAGGIONI PETER M
CLEVELAND JOCELYN M
DERASMO MICHAELJ
DOBRANSKY DANA A
FOUNTAIN JOHN D
FRANCOIS MAKENZY
GEORGE MICHAEL JOHN
GUTIERREZ JASMIN G
KELLOGG BRANDON S
KOHANBANI KWAN S
LADUE BRANDON M
LANDERS STEPHEN R
LENTKYLEJ

LEO ALEXANDRA K
LEWIS ERIC C

MALARA NUNZIO D
MANCINO BERARDINO
MARKOWICZ JONATHAN J
MCBRIDE PATRICK J
MCERLEAN KEVIN M
MCMAHON KIMBERLEIGH
MEHM JAMIE R

MEHTA SULABH

MILLS DAVID L JR
MOLL MICHAEL B
MORGAN GABRIELLE C
MURPHY SEAN P
MYERS JOSHUAT
NORMAN THIACE A
OSPINA JUAN M
OUSHMAN JONATHAN R
PARTLOW KEVIN W
PIERCE JOHN W JR
PINTAURO ANTHONY S
POTTER MICHELLE L
QUEZADA MICHAEL
QUINN BRENDAN M
RIDER NICHOLAS J
SAMPSON SETH D
SCULLY JON P
SICURANZA ANTHONY JR
STEWART RYAN M
STICKNEY BLAIR R
VENTURA ALVIN J
WEBB MICHELLE C
WEST STEPHEN R
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AIRMAN

AGUILERA DIANA

BEAL DANIEL J

DI LORENZO VINCENT S
FABBIANO JENNIFER L
FAY ERIC L

FONSECA JOSEPH P
MCDONOUGH ERIN E
MERRY CASEY A
MOSHER STERLING J JR
PEASE NICHOLE L
POLLOCK ERIC M
RUTHERFORD AMANDA N
SCHMIDT KARAL
SHAW JOHN R
WASILESKI NICOLE A
ZEAMES JEREMY L
ZECCA MITCHELL A
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victims of a simulated attack.

The scenario for the exercise kicked-
off with a ‘dirty bomb’ simulated
explosion at the Northeast Air Defense
Sector’s headquarters at Griffiss
Business and Technology Park.

inthe event of an attack at Griffiss Park.
The exercise tested various aspects of
first responders’ ability to cope with a
mass casualty scenario.

“Anexercise ofthismagnitude takesa
greatdeal of coordination and planning.

A Rome Fire Department firefighter works to stabilize a Northeast Air Defense Sector
simulated victim during the Griffiss Park Mass Casualty Exercise June 7. The exercise
challenged first responders to perform their triage and hazmat procedures on victims of a
simulated terrorist attack. Photo by Senior Airman Ricky Best.

“The exercise was designed to
challenge local community responders’
ability to react to an incident on Griffiss
Park. It was also an outstanding
opportunity tobringall of the community
and military organizations together to
practicewhatcould likely beareal-world
situation,” said Col. Clark Speicher,
NEADS commander. “Because Griffiss
still houses federal agencies it makes
it all the more important for local first
responders to be prepared for possible
chemical or biological attacks.”

Our goal was to test our capabilities and
seek ways to hone our skills,” said Mr.
Ken Hemshrot, lead exercise planner for
NEADS. “Once the exercise began, we
quickly found out that communication
between all the agencies involved
needed to be enhanced. Inthe confusion
that can follow such a traumatic event,
communication is critical to saving
lives and minimizing damage.”

The scenario included simulated
intelligence information alluding to a
plannedattack at Griffiss communicated

was released to members at NEADS,
appropriate actions were taken to
increase security surveillance for
suspicious activity, said Hemshrot.

When the simulated dirty bomb
exploded, pretend victims from
NEADS and Air Force Research Labs
affected by the explosion were placed
near the scene of the incident for first
respondersto provide medical attention.
The victimswere stabilized atthe scene
and transported to Rome Memorial
Hospital for further treatment.

“Thedrillunderscoresthe importance
of cooperation and established lines
of communication,” said Kim Weiler,
R.N., disaster preparedness coordinator
at Rome Memorial Hospital. “Drills
help to ensure that available resources
are mobilized in a coordinated effort
to minimize delays and confusion in
the event of a major disaster, whether
manmade or natural.”

“Now more than ever, it is essential
to coordinate disaster planning
with other community front-line
responders such as police, fire and
ambulanceservices,” said the hospital’s
Emergency Department Director
Kathleen O’Rourke, R.N. “A single
facility or agency can not handle
every possible scenario on its own.
By working together, we are better
prepared to respond and meet the needs
of our community.”

Organizations participating in the
exercise included the Oneida County
Emergency Manager, Oneida County
Airport, Oneida County HAZMAT
Coordinator, Rome Fire Department,
Rome Memorial Hospital, N.Y. State
Troopers and the Rome Police.

“Because of the cooperation between
military and civilian authorities we will
bebetterabletosave lives, relieve human
suffering and mitigate property damage,”
said Col. Speicher. “This kind ofteamwork
isvital to our success - thisis just one more
example of Air National Guard and local
authorities working together for the good
of the community.”

NEADS is a joint, bi-national
organization charged with performing
acritical homeland defense mission by
providing air sovereignty and counter-
air operations over the eastern United
States. The unitdirectsthe employment
joint air defense assets to defend one
million square miles, 16 major cities
and adjacent seas.l
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Remembering the fallen

Townof Coldendedicatesveteran’s memorialmonument

Story and photos by Master Sgt. Joseph Murray, retired
New York Army National Guard

COLDEN - Citizen Soldiers from the 27" Brigade Support Troops Battalion (BSTB) joined
the Western New York Town of Colden to dedicate the town’s new veteran’s monument. The
ceremony marks the sixth such year that National Guard members participated in Colden’s
Memorial Day services.

This year’s dedication unveiled the Erie County town’s monument, listing the names of
more than 690 local residents who served the nation from 1776 to the present.

Several hundred residents of the town attended the dedication, not unusual for this small
western New York community about 15 miles south of Buffalo.

Colden currently has citizens deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan. Two Soldiers that
recently returned from Iraq are Maj. David Beardi, a former member of the 42" Infantry
Division who was injured in Irag and presently receiving medical treatment at Walter Reed
Army Hospital and Sgt. 1 Class Christopher Holmes, also a veteran of the 42" ID.

The Memorial Day service began with a parade down the center of town followed by
services at the Veterans Memorial Park.

Members of Company C, 27" BSTB provided a Color Guard and led the parade while
another detail of Soldiers raised the American flag during the ceremony.

First Leutenant Frank Salvatore of the 27" BSTB gave a speech and assisted the Town
Supervisor, Charles Nuttle with the unveiling and dedication of the memorial. During the
ceremony, local Girl and Boy Scout Troops laid flowers honoring fallen heroes and a reading
of the Town Resolution dedicating the memorial was handled by Town Councilman Terri
Kloiber.

“The Town of Colden expresses its support and gratitude for all of the men and women
who served honorably in the Armed Forces of the United States in defense of freedom and
democracy during the all Wars,” read Kloiber from the Town Resolution, “and extends its
sympathies to all people in the United States who suffered the loss of friends and family
in any war; and encourages the people of the Town of Colden to remember the sacrifices
of our veterans.”

The veteran’s memorial depicts the 690 names etched on black granite in remembrance
of the veterans’ selfless dedication to the nation. The memorial sits beside a fallen Soldier
memorial and stone monument dedicated to the veterans of all wars. The Veterans Memorial

New Newburgh Commander Charity is a two

Staff Sgt. Linda Nesbisch from the 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, places Soldier identification
tags on the Fallen Soldier Memorial in the Town of Walden, on Memorial Day, May 28, 2007. The
Citizen Soldiers supported the town’s memorial dedication and parade for the past six years. U.S.
Army photo by Master Sgt. Joseph Murray, retired.
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Sherry Imbarrato (center), Company D, 3" Battalion, 142" Aviation Regiment Family Readiness
Mr. Verle L. Johnston Sr. (right) and New York Air National Guard  Group volunteerleader and Lt. Col. Albert Ricci, the unit battalion commander, presents Virginia
Commander Maj. Gen. Robert Knauff (left) pin Brig. Gen. Verle L. Costisick (center right)from the Renesselaer Elks Lodge 2073, a check for 1,000 dollars during
Johnston Jr. with the symbols of his rank during his promotion ceremony  the organization’s family day at the lodge on June 10. The financial donation symbolized the
inNewburghon June 15,2007. Additionally, Gen. Johnstonwasawarded  thanks of the Citizen Soldiers for a Capital District organization that supports the Guard and
the Air Force Legion of Honor prior to his promotion. Johnston took its families. The Elks hosted the unit family day celebration. Behind Mrs. Imbarrato is Brenda
command of the 105" Airlift Wing in March of this year. Prior to his  Marino, the Delta Company Family Readiness Group treasurer and Patricia Bradt, Military
command, Johnston served as the Wing’s deputy commander since  Family Assitance Centers manager for the New York National Guard. The financial donation
September of 2006. Photo by Airforce Staff Sgt. Lee C. Guagenti, to the Rensselaer Elks ensures the continued support for other military families and deployed
105" Communications Flight. Soldiers as well as local charities. Photo by Sgt. Ally Andolina.



National Guard Financial News:

Personal Income tax relief for Active Duty (AD)
and State Active Duty (SAD)

Tax Law section 612(c) (8-b) relating to state tax withholding for
mobilized soldiers was amended in August 2006. Thisamendment
pertained to state tax withholding for tax years beginning on or
after January 1, 2004. It involves both State Active Duty under
New York Military Law section 6.1 as well as Federal Active
Duty for service other than training, issued under United States
Code-Title 10.

Soldiers who have served in either status during tax years
beginning on or after January 1, 2004, are now exempt from
state tax. If you have included this income on your 2004 or 2005
personal income tax return, you may claim a refund by filing an
amended return on New York State tax form IT-201-X, Amended
Resident Income Tax Return, or tax form IT-203-X, Amended
Non-Resident and Part-Year Resident Income Tax Return.

This note further clarifies the tax exemption Guard Note first
published in the Guard Times in our May-June issue.

Reserve Income Replacement Program (RIRP)

Public Law 109-163 was passed and became affective August 1,
2006, to address a mobilized soldier’s loss of pay for deployment
versustheir civilian position. Itinvolves providing limited monthly
income payments when a Soldier’s average monthly civilian
income exceeds the total monthly military compensation (TMMC)
by more than $50.00. This law is in effect from August 1, 2006
through December 31, 2008. This program applies to Soldier’s
involuntary ordered to active duty only. Soldiers can qualify for
the program three different ways:

1. Completing 18 continuous months of involuntary active
duty on or after August 1, 2006. Continuous active-duty can be
accumulated through successive ordersto active duty, provided no
break in service occurred. For example, if a Soldier’s duty begins
on February 1, 2006, the 18-months to establish RIRP eligibility
would end on July 31,2007, with the Soldier eligible under RIRP on
August 1, 2007, receiving a first payment on September 1, 2007.

2. Completing 24 months involuntary active duty during the
previous 60 month period. The Soldier completes 24 cumulative
months of involuntary active duty during the previous 60 months,
onor after August 1, 2006. For example, if a Soldier was deployed
for 12 months on January 1, 2001, he/she would accumulate five
months of eligible service after the August 1, 2001 date. If he/she
is deployed again for 24 months on August 1, 2005, the Soldier
would become eligible for RIRP on March 1, 2007. Five months
for the first deployment plus 19 months for the second, equals 24
qualifying months for RIRP.

3.Completing 180 days or more of involuntary active-duty which
started within six months after separation from a previous active
duty period. Soldiers earn RIRP eligibility when mobilized for a
180-day or longer period, which has occurred within 180-days of
the previous period. The first 180-day period must be consecutive.
The second 6 month period must be full calendar months.

Application Procedure: Soldierswhoare eligible mustcomplete
a DD Form 2919, Reserve Income Replacement Program (RIRP)
Eligibility Verification. The form must be completed accurately
and include copies of the monthly civilian earnings statements from
an employer for the most recent 12-month period, immediately
proceeding the Soldier’s current mobilization period. Self-
employed Soldiers must provide a copy of their federal income

tax return (IRS Form 1040 and all applicable W-2 Forms).
Income Evaluation: Soldiers mustverify theirincome differential
from their civilian gross income. This is done by subtracting the
TMMC from the gross civilian income month average. Soldiers
may visit www.dod.mil/ra, the Reserve Affairs Home Page. Go to
the bottom of the page, click on “Income Replacement”.
Program Administrator: All DD Form 2919’s and supporting
documentation and questions concerning the program must be
forwarded to the Joint Forces Headquarters RIRPPOC, CW3 Scott
Turner at (518) 272-4024, either electronically or hard copy. O
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Securing Employment Rights

The New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs (DMNA) has officially signed on to
support the re-employment rights of Reservists and National Guard members who return to their
jobs from active duty. Major General Joseph Taluto, the Adjutant General, Commander of the New
York Army National Guard and all of New York State’s military forces, recently signed the “Five
Star Statement of Support for the Guard and Reserve” that signifies participation in the Five Star
Employer Program run by Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve.

Participating government and private employers ensure that their human resources departments
are trained on the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act, that their human
resources policies acknowledge the provisions of the act, and that they support their employees
who are National Guard and Reserve members and advocate for the Guard and Reserve.

The Division of Military and Naval affairs includes civilian employees who are members of the
Guard and Reserve as well as full-time National Guard members.

Taluto was joined for the June 26, 2007 signing ceremony by retired Army Reserve Major General
Thomas Sabo, a West Seneca resident and the chairman of Employer Support for the Guard
and Reserve in New York. Sabo was vice president of operations for Michael P. Guastella and
Associates Inc., a Boston insurance company, and commander of the 98" Division, headquartered
in Rochester, before retiring in 2001. Pictured are (from left) Sabo; Beverly Keating, state family
programdirector; Gen. Taluto; Eugene Murphy, redeploymenttransition assistance advisor-NY; Col.
Curtis Williamson, human resources officer; and William Tracy, ESGR program support specialist.
Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Steven Petibone.

Welcoming the NASCAR 'Guard car

Employees at the Department of Military and Naval Affairs in Latham take time out to admire
the National Guard NASCAR on June 4. The National Guard race car was brought to DMNA by
members of New England’s Recruiting and Retention Area Command. Photo by Sgt. 1 Class
Steven Petibone.



Guandsinmes

Specialist Andrew Allbright, surrounded by his wife Loriie and daughter Isis, gets interviewed by R-news reporter Jim Aroune about the
126" deployment to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The Allbright family was enjoying family-day activities after

their send-off ceremony concluded.

Aviation Soldiers hover around family and friends
before departing for Operation Enduring Freedom.

Story and photos by Sgt. 1%t Class Steve Petibone

42" Combat Aviation Brigade

ROCHESTER -Families, friends, employers, representatives
from the Boeing Corporation and local politicians attended a
send-off ceremony for more than 60 Soldiers of Detachment
1, Company B, 3" Platoon, 126 Aviation (Heavy Lift) who are
being activated for federal duty to support Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan.

The unit transitioned from a Cobra attack helicopter unit
in 2003 into a Chinook heavy lift unit in 2007.

Their deploymentto Afghanistan will be their first overseas
deployment as a Chinook unit.

“I’ve been in this unit for five years. This is our first
deployment overseas,” said 1 Lt. Christopher Gagliardo,
acting detachment commander and a full-time high school
social studies teacher. “I’ve done multiple state emergency
missions with the unit. All of our pilots have plenty of flight
hours and most them are some of the most highly-trained

Sergeant 1st Class Robert Hyatt, crew chief, briefs spouses and
employers prior to their airlift aboard a CH-47 Chinook helicopter

guys in the National Guard.”

The send off ceremony featured both military and civilian
keynote speakers.

“There is no doubt that the 126" is going to fight the
global war on terrorism.” said Brig. Gen. Paul Genereux,
commander, 42" Infantry Division. “Our National Guard
Soldiers over the past five years have proven that there is no
difference in how we accomplish the mission. There is no
doubt that you will do well and | thank you for that.”

Following with an equally resounding message of
community support, Senator Joe Roback said, “Things
now are no different than any other time in our history. Our
democracy, our way of life, even the founding of this country
has been challenged many times. And every time it’s been
the citizen Soldier that ultimately made the difference.”

After the speakers concluded honoring the 126" for their
military commitment to serve in Afghanistan, representatives
from the Boeing Corporation, Chinook division presented
custom made Empire Blizzard posters, designed specifically
to reflect the 126™’s unit chosen moniker to Lt. Gagliardo,
Col. Bobeck and Gen. Genereux.

After a catered barbecue lunch, the 126" finished the day
treating spouses and employers to a 30-minute air-lift ride
aboard two Chinooks.

Most spouses and employers were nervous and excited
to have the opportunity to fly on the 126™’s Chinooks.
According to Col. Michael Bobeck, military state aviation
officer, it was the first spousal air-lift that New York had
conducted in more than 20 years.

The 126" is scheduled to leave their home station in
Rochester near the end of May and conduct their mobilization
readiness training at Fort Carson, Colorado. 0




