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GuUuARD NOTES

Nyack College offers new military degree
program to New York guardmembers

Nyack College, Nyack, N.Y., is offering assistance for Military Personnel to
completetheir bachel or’ sdegreein Organi zational M anagement throughanaccel erated
Adult Degree Completion Program.

The program offers students the opportunity to earn their bachelor’ sdegreein as
little as 14 months by attending class only one night aweek.

Studentsmust haveearned at | east 60 transferablecollegecreditsfromanaccredited
college or university.

Tuition Assistance is available through the college. Military experience may be
used to earn college credit. Visit Nyack College online at www.nyackadulted.org.

Some prepaid phone cards better than others

L oved oneswho purchase prepaid phonecardsmay think they’ resending deployed
troops abig stockpile of calling minutes, but that’ s often not the case.

Many cards are for stateside use only, according to Judd Anstey, public affairs
specialist, Army and Air Force Exchange Service.

Incontrast, theMilitary Exchange Global Prepaid 550- and 200-unit phone cards,
part of the*Help Our TroopsCall Home” program, offer lower per-minuteratesthan
other prepaid cards, including AT& T prepaid cards sold by other retailers, Anstey
said. “It’ sthe best value out there,” he noted.

More information about the Military Exchange Global Prepaid Calling Card is
available by calling (800) 527-2345.

DoD announces new health care benefit

A new health care plan, with coverage comparable to that enjoyed by federal
employees, becameavailableon April 25to eligiblemembersof theNational Guard
and Reserve and their families, Defense Department officials announced at the
Pentagon.

The new plan, called Tricare Reserve Select, serves as a bridge for reserve
component membersentering or leaving activeduty who arenot covered by civilian
employer or other health insurance plans. It applies to all reserve component
personnel who have been activated since 9/11 and who agree to continued service
in the Selected Reserve. The coverage will be applied retroactively, officials said.

Reservecomponent personnel andtheir family membersareeligiblefor benefits90
daysprior to activationand for up to six monthsafter demobilization, DoD officials
said. For every 90 days of active duty service, Guard and Reserve personnel are
eligible for one year of Tricare coverage for amodest fee.

Thischangeoffersamorecomprehensivebenefitfor transitionback toprivatelife,
and, importantly, theit providesopportunity for thosewho haveservedincontingency
operationsto obtain Tricare coverage on alonger term, at very attractive rates.

More information on Tricare Reserve Select is online at www.tricare.osd.mil/
reserve/reservesel ect. If you can't find your answer there, then call Sgt. 1st Class
Erin Connell, N.Y. Division of Military and Naval Affairs, 518-786-4807.

Freedom Team Salute to recognize Army’s
extended family of supportersand veterans

In arecent Pentagon ceremony, the Army kicked off its Freedom Team Salute
campaign designed to recognize those who support Soldiers' service and veterans
whohaveserved. TheFT Spackageincludesan® Army of One” lapel pin, anofficial
Army decal, a letter of appreciation signed by the Army chief of staff and the
secretary of the Army, and aletter of thanks signed by the chief of staff and the
secretary.

FrancisHarvey, secretary of the Army, said thegoal of thecampaignistorecognize
those who make Soldiers' service possible.

“Our Soldierscould not answer their noblecalling without thesupport of spouses,
parents, relatives, teachers friends and employers,” Harvey said.

Soldiers wishing to recognize someone can visit:

www.freedomteamsal ute.army.mil.

A Soldier
comes
home

Commentary by Staff Sgt. Greg Moore
2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry

SARANAC LAKE—Therearenolonger generatorsrunning, armored vehicles
rumbling or mortars exploding, and the roar of the silenceis deafening to me. What |
hear at night now isthe gentle breaths rel eased from the perfect lips of my sons, the
samelipsthat | cannot kiss enough. Thelipsthat make my eyesfill with tearsevery
timethey touch my cheeks.

My release from Fort Drum came earlier than expected, so, when | pulled into my
driveway at noon, the house was empty. | dropped my bagsinside and walked alone
through the rooms, soaking in theimages and smellsthat had been only amemory
during 10 monthsin Irag.

My oldest son’s first-grade teacher had been wonderful to me while | was away. She
e-mailed school updates and pictures almost weekly. So, when | popped my head into
her classroom, she came running and gave me awel come-home hug.

“Easton is practicing asong. Why don’ t you surprise him?”

My heart was racing. | followed the sound of the piano and thelittle voices singing,
then stood and watched. Trickles of love and pride started involuntarily down my
cheeksas| listened to my son. He had gotten so big. The anticipation built as | waited
for him to see me.

Thelittle girl next to him wasthe first to notice the uniformed man standing in the
doorway. Her eyes grew wide and her mouth fell open.

“Easton! Easton...your daddy’s here,” she said in an electrified whisper.

My son’s head snapped around. The excitement and disbelief on hisfaceis something
I will never forget. | motioned him to me and he ran into my open arms. There was no
hiding my tears, and | didn’t careto. Thiswasthe day | had waited for.

| choked out my words of love and hung on to this boy who had cried so many nights,
who said he didn’t careif he got any other presents for Christmas—he only wanted his
Daddy to come home. This boy who had used all hiswishes on me. He kept pulling his
head back from my shoulder to ook at my face. Cheersrose from the other kids and
teachers.

Hand-in-hand, Easton and | stepped outside and drove to the other side of town. | had
another little boy to catch up with. When | went inside he was napping. “Marshal,
wake up. | have asurprise for you,” | heard his day-care provider say.

He came out with his head on her shoulder. When he looked up his eyes grew wide
and all signs of sleepiness disappeared. “Daddy,” he exclaimed in pure excitement as
hefell forward into my arms. My heart ached with love.

| was complete again. | had my boys. And there have never been more perfect words
spoken to methan, “I loveyou, Dad.”

It may take my wife and children along timeto realize that, while | ook the same, |
am not the same person who said good-bye to them many months ago. | will never be
thesameagain—thankfully so.

Each day, | am acutely aware of what makes me happy, and what it is| do that makes
other people happy. Walking “point” through the volatile streetsin Iragq helped me see
this much more clearly, and | will make every effort to preserve that awareness for the
rest of my days.

When | look through my photo album | think about the men | served with, and learned
to count on, who are no longer by my side. The men who had their bodies pierced by
the hatred of terrorists, men who left their last breathsin a place far away. Great men
doing ajob that allows this noble country the freedomsit deserves.

| have seen the dark side of humanity and it has forever changed me. As| sit herein
my house, with the sun streaming through the windows, | ook out and see the boughs of
the evergreens blowing in the breeze.

There are no armed guards on the roof. No sandbags. | don’t call in grid coordinates
of my whereabouts any more. Mission briefs have been replaced by wonderful
communication between two parents. As| drivethrough town, | am alone; with no
turret and no gunner above me. | don’t have to scrutinize every pile of dirt, every
plastic bag to check whether it may explode. Amazingly, | am safe. [
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New York reflections on
OIF second anniversary

A legacy of courage, serviceand sacrifice

Commentary by Lt. Col. Paul Fanning
Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCEHEADQUARTERS,
Latham — Americasent itsforcesto
war out of concern for additional attacks
on the homeland, including the possible
use of weapons of mass destruction. A
post Cold War Army, which was still
engaged in Operation Enduring
Freedom, in Afghanistan, could not
accomplish the mission without reserve
component combat elements. Inthe
vanguard of theforcewere NYNG
members-the very citizen Soldiers and
Airmen who, for years, responded to
emergencies at home, prior to 9/11.
Andwho, fromthevery first moment,
and throughout the weeks and months of
our national nightmare, had goneto
Ground Zero, had goneto the state’ s
airports and nuclear power plants and
had guarded New Y ork City’s bridges
and tunnelsand train stationsin
fulfillment of their oath and the National
Guard mission. Thisfull-circle of duty,
from Ground Zero recovery support at
home to combat action abroad, is
without precedent or equal in our
nation’shistory.

The second anniversary of thelaunch
of Operation Iraqi Freedom, in March
2003, went almost unnoticed by the New
Y ork National Guard thisyear.

OIF has brought historic
challenges,
accomplishments and
sacrifice not experienced
by the state's forces
since World War Il

Instead, the focuswas on units
returning from theater, aplethoraof
Freedom Salute ceremonies and at |east
one more memorial service for a
Soldier who had given hislife for his
nation.

For NYNG, Operation Iragi Freedom
hasbrought historic challenges,
accomplishments and sacrifice not
experienced by the state’ s forces since
World War I1.

Thefirst in a series of activations of
thousands of NYNG Soldiersand
Airmen for wartime service began in

January 2003, in the wake of
monumental levels of state active duty
following 9/11 and federal activations
of hundreds of NYNG troopsfor
Operation Noble Eagle’ shomeland
defense missions. Having successfully
performed unprecedented recovery and
security operationsat home, NYNG
went to war in Irag along with active
duty, Guard and Reserve forces of other
states. They performed brilliantly.

From Ground Zero to the Sunni
Triangle

Two military police companies, atruck
company, atransportation detachment
and arear area operations center were
the first units called up. Several
company-level infantry platoon leaders
from the 27" Brigade voluntarily
transferred to the Florida Army National
Guard's 53 Infantry Brigade to deploy
as part of their initial assault teams.

By the summer of 2003, other elements
were receiving their call-up warnings.
Thefirst of two NYNG infantry
battalions was mobilized in the fall, and
soon a steady flow of warning orders,
readiness weekends and call-ups swept
thestate.

Two field artillery batteries were
called up, augmented with armor units
and converted into military police to
deploy to theater. Maintenance and
other support units were called up, as
well as a second infantry battalion with
support elements. But the biggest was
yet to come.

In May 2004, for thefirst time since
the Korean War, aNational Guard
division headquarters was called up,
mobilized and deployed to awar zone. It
was something no one expected would
ever happen again. NYNG’s 42
Infantry “Rainbow” Division was sent to
the front linesin the cause of freedom.

Historic Sacrifice and Effort

At presstime, 16 members of the New
York Army National Guard had fallenin
theline of duty. Dozens of Soldiers had
been wounded. For the Guard,
conducting casualty affairsoperations
was something no one had donein
generations. Now, National Guard
memberswere learning the difference
between casualty notification and
casualty assistance. Flag-draped coffins
were coming home. Military honors
were being rendered at emotionally
charged memorial services and funerals

across the state. The pain was shared.
The youngest Soldier to fall was age 20,
and the oldest Soldier was 49. In their
honor-roll ranks was a Ground Zero
fireman and at | east threeimmigrant
Soldiers, including New York’s first
Guard Muslim casualty.

Athome, military family members
gathered in unit support groups to assist
one another and try to cope with the new
realities that separation and war had
brought them. The community responded
in heartfelt and often kindled waysto
reach out to their hometown warriors
and their families. The National Guard
was bringing Americainto thefight with
them, onecommunity at atime.

Spc. Kristen Potter, 642nd Military Intelligence
Battalion, New York Army National Guard, guards
the bridge to the Iraqi Army and Police training
base at Forward Operating Base Danger, Tikrit,
Irag. The battalion is part of Task Force Liberty,
whichis conducting security and stability operations
inNorth-Central Irag. Potteris from Lexington, N.Y.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Raymond Drumsta.

Thousands of Soldier care packages
were mailed. Y ellow magnetic ribbons
decorated cars, trucks and mini-vans.
Veterans and civic groups held rallies.
The mediafocused coverage and
attention to the war efforts, both at home
and abroad.

Operational issues, presented to the
chain of command, were monumental
and included personnel, training and
logistics. After years of serving and
training primarily asthe nation’s
strategic reserve, in the words of Lt.
Gen. Stephen H. Blum, Chief, National
Guard Bureau, the Guard had become“a
full operational force,” where
“homeland defense was job one and
overseas deployment was homeland
defense, in depth.”

Supporting deployed units, supporting
units being called up, welcoming units
home, ensuring that other unitsstood
ready for possible activation was all
part of the challenge. Thisincluded
keeping track and taking care of each

and every Soldier for federal service or
for responseto the next state emergency.
For Soldiers asked to bear the burden of
fighting and suffering, noamount of
training would ever prepare them for
what they faced.

Accomplishments

Thelist of contributions and
accomplishmentsof deployed NYNG
personnel grows daily. From convoy
escort and area security to combat
action; from training Iragi police and
Iragi National Guard to rebuilding
villages, schools and hospitals, and,
evacuating sick or injured Iragi children
stateside for medical care, NYNG
Soldiers and Airmen have earned, and

Supporting deployed
units, supporting units
being called up,
welcoming units home,
ensuring that other units
stood ready...was all part
of the challenge.

continueto build on merit atremendous
record of achievement.

These National Guard Soldiers and
Airmen return home as awhole new
generation of veterans, members of
America’ sall-volunteer military. They
bear right-shoulder combat patches,
Combat Infantryman’ sBadges, Purple
Heart Medals, Bronze Star Medals and
combat zone stress. They arereturning to
families, jobsand communitiesthat
honor and thank them. Unlike previous
generationsof veterans, thesereturning
warriors are treated very differently.
Surely, America’ s 9/11 experience and
these troops' Ground Zero serviceisa
contributing factor. But along with that,
these veterans are benefiting from what
our previous veteranstaught the
community—to support their troops
regardless of politics, to be grateful to
them and honor their service, which was
freely given on behalf of all.

Asthe Global War on Terror continues
tounfold, communitiesare once again
examining therole of the warrior in our
culture, and, in the process, sorting out
fact from popular fiction. For many, a
Hollywood imageis giving way to the
icon of acitizen Soldier, ahometown
figure, one who takes personal
responsibility and places the safety,
security and defense of the nation, state
and community ahead of everything el se.
The ultimate history of Operation Iragi
ually written, is
acy. [
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Assistance programs
continue for guardmembers

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS, Latham—New Y ork National Guard members
should know about themultitudeof assi stanceprograms, benefitsand fundsentitledtothem
and their families, said Charles Phillips, DMNA special assistant here recently.

They need to be aware of relief or “help” agenciesthat families can contact if they need
assistance, said Phillips.

Inadditionto Patriot Plansl, Il and therecently released Patriot Plan 111, which provides
numerous benefitsto NYNG and Reserve members, there are many public and private
agenciesthat offer servicesand funds. Family Readinessand Support OfficesacrossNew
Y ork areaprimesourcesof information. Some, includingtheNaval MilitiaRelief Society,
may even help pay for car repairs, heating bills and food hills.

Some programs and funds come and go, so, regular contact with local family support
officesisbeneficial, said Patricia Jensen, State family program assistant here.

Family Readiness Groups & State Family Program Office
www.dmnastate.ny.us/dmna/family/family.html
1-877-715-7817 or 518-786-4774

Family ReadinessGroupsareofficially sanctioned National Guard volunteer organizations,
which provideinformation and educationtomilitary families. TheUnit Family Readiness
Group providesasupport network for all families—especially during periodsof separation.
The State Family Program Office overseesmorethan 90 New Y ork Army National Guard
readinessgroupsand six Air National Guard readinessoffices. The State Family Program
Office can refer you alocal group.

Patriot Plan Il
www.dmna.state.ny.usymembers/patriot2.htm/

Therearenumerousbenefitsand protectionsthrough the Patriot Plan. ThePatriot Planwas
created to provide a broad array of benefits and enhanced protections to New York’s
military personnel, including military reservistsand National Guard members. ThePlanis
designedto assist troopsand their familieswho face potential hardshipsasaresult of their
active duty service. The majority of the provisions apply only to residents of the State of
New Y ork.

New York Division of Veterans Affairs
1-888-VETSNYS
Www.veterans.state.ny.us

The New York State Division of Veterans Affairsaong with county and city veterans
service agencies are ready to assist and help determine specific benefits. Some benefits
include compensation for service-connected injuries or diseases, health care, education
benefitsand homeloans.

Naval Militia Relief Society
518-786-4774 or 1-877-715-7817

For moreinformation call the State Family Program Office.

Military One Source
www.militaryonesource.com

Military One Sourceisaninformationandreferral Service. Itisdesignedtohelp deal with
“life' sissues.” Their consultantsareavailable 24 hoursaday, 7 daysaweek and 365 days
ayear. You can call in and speak to aconsultant stateside: 800-342-9647, overseas: 800-
3429-6477 or overseas collect: 1-484-530-5908. Their customizable website has a
variety of helpful informationincluding:

« Online articles, worksheets and suggested reading lists

« Educational materials: booklets, CDs and audiotapes (no cost to you)

« Locators (summer camp, child care, etc.)

* Interactivetools

Their website allows you to personalize a homepage, bookmark favorite pages, articles
and resources and sign up for monthly newsletters.

USA Cares
WWW.usacares.us
1-800-773-0387

USA Careshel psservicemembersand their familiesdepl oyed acrossAmericaand around
the globe. They provide financial assistance to families who have a Soldier, Sailor,
Airman, Marine, Coastguardsmen or Merchant Marineon activeduty or mobilized. Their
assi stance center has English, Spanish and German speaking operatorswho areavailable
to share questions, including questions about the military. If you are requesting financial
assistance, they have an application page on their website.

Veterans of Foreign Wars & American Legions
www.unmetneeds.com
1-866-789-6333

All Veteransof Foreign WarsPostsand American Legionsoffer assistanceto all military
families. Since 2003, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, through the VFW Foundation, has
provided millionsof dollarsof support to Americansservingin harm’ sway. Helping ease
thefinancial burdensof our military familiesin need isthe mission of their Unmet Needs
Program.

The Salvation Army, Home Front Assistance
518-786-4774 or 1-877-715-7817

Please contact the State Family Program Officefor current programs.

Elks Army of Hope
www.operationhomefront.org/Hel p/help_volunteer_hope.shtml
(866)-ELK-VETS(355-8387)

The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the U.S.A. assist familieswho have had
afather or mother called to active duty with the military reserve or National Guard. The
Elks aumni, comprised of carpenters, electricians, mechanics, plumbers, attorneys,
doctors, accountants, teachersand professional peopleand tradesmen of every typeareat
the ready to help families of those called to serve our nation.

United Way
www.national .unitedway.org/
518-786-4774 or 1-877-715-7817

Y our local United Way Officesoffer assistanceto military familiesthroughtheir Military
Family Assistance Centers—pl ease contact the State Family Program Officefor theclosest
center toyou.

Red Cross
www.redcross.org, or www.redcrossneny.org
518-458-8111

The Red Cross provides emergency communications that link both active duty and
community-based military with families, access to financial assistance, counseling and
assistance to veterans. Red Cross Armed Forces Emergency Services personnel work in
nearly 900 chaptersinthe United States, on 74 military install ationsaround theworld and
with our troopsin Kuwait, Afghanistan and Iraqg.

Air Force Aid Society
(Active Duty Status Required)
www.afas.org

1-877-715-7817 or 518-786-4774

TheAirForceAid Society (AFAS) istheofficial charity of theU.S. Air Force. It promotes
theAir Forcemissionby helpingtorelievedistressof Air Forcemembersandtheir families
and assisting them to finance their education. Itisrooted inthe original Army Air Corps
andtheWorldWar 1| Army Air Forces, whosememberswantedto“ takecareof their own.”
Through the years, AFAS has become increasingly effectivein helping individualswith
personal emergencies— aswell as extremely useful when used by commanders to help
solve personnel problemsin their units. [
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NYARNG awards its top enlisted personnel for 2004

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCES HEADQUARTERS,
Latham—Being “all that you can be” can
have its challenges, especially when
competing against the best Soldiersin the
New Y ork Army National Guard. For seven
Soldiershere, being New Y ork'sbest meant
rising one step closer to the best in the
Nation.

The New York Army National Guard
recently pickeditstopthreeenlisted Soldiers
of 2004.

A five-member board selected the Sol diers
from representatives across the state.
Candidates underwent a series of tests,
includinganexam, aphysical fitnesstestand
an appearance board. Two Soldiers were
sent on to the First Army’s Northeastern
Regional competition, from there, one
Soldier was selected to compete at the First
Army Regional inJuly.

“I am proud and honored
to serve with these
Soldiers and applaud
their achievements.”

—Command Sgt. Maj. Robert VanPelt
NY ARNG Command Sergeant Major

“In every organization there are a few
individuals who are truly outstanding, said
Command Sgt. Maj. Robert VanPelt, who

Traditional Soldier of the Year
Spc. Anthony J. Lechanski, 11
Bravo Company

152nd Engineer Battalion

holds NYARNG's top enlisted position. “I
am proud and honored to serve with these
Soldiersand applaud their achievements.”
The Soldiers are: Traditional Soldier of
theY ear, Spc. Anthony J. Lechanski, 152nd
Engineer  Battalion;  Traditional
Noncommissioned Officer of the Y ear, Sgt.
TravisC.Muhlnickel, 108thInfantry; Active
Guard Reserve NCO of the Y ear, Staff Sgt.
KevinL.Conklin, 105th Infantry.
Muhlnickel, a human resource specialist,
is from Auburn. He has six years military
service, al with the 108th. He works full-
timeastheinfantry’s career counselor.
“Thewritten portionwasvery tough,” said
Muhlnickel. He encouraged al Soldiersto

Traditional NCO of the Year

Sgt. Travis C. Muhlnickel
Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion,
108th Infantry

take on the challenge of the competition if
offeredtheopportunity.

Conklin, ainfantryman, hasmorethaneight
years military service, which includes six
years active duty in Korea and Fort Brag,
N.C., and more than two years with Delta
company, 1st Battalion of the 105th. His
hometown is Chemung. He is a full-time
training NCO for the 105th.

“It wasagreat experience,” said Conklin.

Conklin and Lechanski moved on to
compete at the First Army’s Northeast
Regiona inWarwick, R.1.,thisspring. There,
L echanski waschosenasatop Soldierinthe
Northeast.

Conklin said that, although he was not

AGR NCO of the Year

Staff Sgt. Kevin L. Conklin
Delta Company, 1st Battalion
105th Infantry

chosen there, he enjoyed meeting hispeers.

Lechanski, a combat engineer lives in
Buffalo, and he is currently pursuing an
electrical engineer degree at the University
of Buffalo.

“Itwaschallenging,” said L echanski about
the selection process. He contributes his
successtothe152nd’ smentoringandtraining.

Lechanski will compete at the First Army
Board in Fort Stewart, Ga., on August 7,
which encompasses Soldiersfrom all states
east of theMississippi including activeduty
Army bases.

“The competition gets tough there,” said
VanPelt. “But no matter what happens at
First Army, they areall already winners.” [J

B est Of th e b est: Newvyork Army National Guard's 2004 Soldier of the Year candidates and board members, from right, Command Sgt. Maj. Justin Cappon, Command Sgt. Maj. Mark Tynan, Spc.

Randy Greene, Sgt. William Cody, Spc. Billy Jo Bush, Staff Sgt. Kevin Conklin, Spc. Anthony Lechanski, Sgt. Travis Muhlnickel, Sgt. Neil Rhinevault, NYS Command Sgt. Maj. Robert VanPelt, Command Sgt.
Maj. Dave Piwowaski. Photo courtesy of NYS Command Sgt. Maj. Robert VanPelt.
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2004's best in New York Air
National Guard announced

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS,
Latham—The New York Air National
Guard recently announced itsoutstanding
Airmen of 2004.

“Thesesix Airmen represent thefinest of
our enlisted personnel inNew Y ork,” said
State Command Chief Master Sergeant
Hardy Pierce, Jr.

Pierce visited and thanked each Airman
at their respective commandsthis Spring.

outstanding Airmen through their
leadership, commitment to excellence,
initiative, professional competency and
devotion to their missions.

“These Airmen arethebest of thebestin
NYANG,” hesaid.“They areinspirational,
to say theleast.”

Additionally, the Enlisted Association
of the National Guard recognized the
Airmen at an annual State banquet in
Saratoga Springs on April 30. There, the
Airmen were invited to attend EANG's
national conference at Orlando, Fla,, this

Airman of the Year

Noncommissioned Officer ofthe Year

Senior Airman Rebecca A. Chamberlain  Master Sgt. Danny Doucette

He said that they were recognized as

Senior Noncommissioned Officer of the
Year Master Sgt. Mark J. Mann
109th Airlift Wing, Scotia

August. TheAirmen are:

First Sergeant of the Year
Senior Master Sgt. David W. Kolb
109th Airlift Wing, Scotia

107th Air Refueling Wing, Niagara Falls

105th Airlift Wing, Newburgh

Honor Guard Member of the Year
Senior Airman Christopher G. Nickel
106th Rescue Wing, WesthamptonBeach ~ Northeast Air Defense Sector, Rome

Honor Guard Program Manager of
the Year Tech. Sgt. Thomas L. Whiteman

New York Naval Militia hails Militiamen of the Year

By Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS, Latham—Rear
Adm. Robert A. Rosen, Commander, New York Naval
Militia, recently announced the recipients of the 2004
Josephthal Awards here. The militiamen received their
awards at April ceremonies.

The Josephthal Awardsare presented annually toNYNM
memberswho made exemplary contributionstothe Militia
and aretherefore*Militiamen of theYear.” Theawardsare
presented under the provisionsof thelate Rear Adm. Louis
M. Josephthal, NYNM. The awardees are:

A member serving, or has served, with the Navy
Reserve

Chief Petty Officer Bachorz served with distinction asthe
newest editor of theNaval MilitiaNews. Bachorz provided
his personal time to accomplish the editing, formatting,
production and delivery of the Naval Militia News, a
quarterly publication. During the Republican National
Convention, Bachorz additionally served as arecorder for
the Joint Task Force Operational Command Center here.
Bachorz makes himself available to the Joint Operations
Center here and recently completed training to become a
liaison officer at the State Emergency Management Office.
Bachorz hasbeenaNY NM member for 24 years.

A member serving, or has served with, the Marine
Corps Reserve

Master Gunnery Sgt. CioppaserveswithUSMCRMarine
Air Group 49, Bravo Detachment, Newburgh. There, he
serves as an instructor and advisor in weapons of mass
destruction, counter terrorism and hazardous material
programs, which benefit both Marine Corps and Militia
training. Cioppa regularly volunteers his personal time,
travel and expertise to the Militia.

A member serving, or has served with, the Coast
Guard Reserve

Chief Walker has been aNYNM member for six years.
Walker is assigned to the Naval Militia s Initiatives Staff,
where he helps promote the image of the NYNM and the
naval service. Over a span of many years, Walker has
conscientiously organized, and participatedin, anumber of
recruitingactivities, military ceremoniesand patrioticevents.
Walker is an active volunteer at the Destroyer Escort
Museum, aboard the USS Slater in Albany.

A member serving with the military emergency
boat service

Lt. Kaliszdistinguished himself whileservingasAssistant
Officer-in-Chargeof theMilitary Emergency Boat Service.

Marine Corps Militiaman of the Year
Master Gunnery Sgt. Christopher Cioppa

HehasbeenaNY NM member for 37 years. Hedemonstrates
personal leadership, administrative capabilities,
technological expertise and devotion to duty in major
projects, which heightens MEBS mission capabilities. [

NOTE: Naval Militiastaff contributed to thisarticle.
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Two Fighting 69"
Soldierskilled in
Iraq patrol

Immigrant Soldiers' American spirit
celebrated at home and abroad

By Spc. Brian Schroeder
Task Force Baghdad
Maj. Cathy Sweeney
Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCES HEADQUARTERS, Latham—
Soldiersgathered here March 8to celebratethelifeof two
fallenbrothersinarms. Spc. Wai Lwinand Spc. Azhar Ali,
1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment Headquarters
Company scouts gave their lives in support of bringing
democracy and peaceto Iraqg.

Lwinand Ali werebothimmigrantsto the United States.
Lwin, a Buddhist from Burma and Ali, a Muslim from
Pakistan both loved being Soldiers and both felt that
servinginthe Army wasthebest way they could show they
were Americans, said Capt. Christopher Daniels
commander, 69th HeadquartersCompany.

“They knew what the absence of freedom was like
becauseof thelack of freedomfromtheir childhoods,” said
Daniels.

Lwin, 27, and Ali, 27, were killed by an improvised
explosive device that detonated close to their Humvee
while on patrol.

Other members of their platoon said the Soldiers were
inseparable, always seen together, whether they were
eating, relaxing or preparing for their next mission.

“These guys were best friends,” said Sgt. Jason Olmo,
squad leader. “Y ou could not separate them.”

Spc. Wai P. Lwin

Age 27, Queens
Headquarters Company
1stBattalion, 69" Infantry Regiment

Killed when an improvised explosive
device detonated near his military
vehicle in Baghdad, Irag on March 2,

Lt. Col. Geoffrey Slack, commander, 69th Infantry
Regiment, said Lwin and Ali’s bravery and courage
exemplifiedthetradition of theFighting 69th. In Baghdad,
onMarch 8, Slack read the Rouge Bouquet; apoemwritten
by Joyce Kilmer after the 69th suffered its first, multiple
combat deaths during World War |:

Comrades true, borne anew, peace to you!
Your souls shall be where the heroes are

And your memory shine like the morning star.
Brave and dear,

Shield us here.

Farewell!

OnMarch4, Governor George Pataki saidinastatement:
“All New Yorkers join in mourning the losses of Spc.
Azhar Ali and Spc. Wai Lwin, who werekilled in action
while serving in Irag. These two courageous Soldiers
were immigrants who came to New York to embrace
freedom and opportunity here. Ali emigrated from Pakistan
to make Flushing hishome, and Lwin’sfamily emigrated
from Burma to settle in Queens. Ali and Lwin not only
embraced freedom, they werewilling to put their liveson
thelineto defend it. Their bravery and selfless service to
our State and our nation are in keeping with the finest
traditions of the National Guard, and they will always be
remembered.”

“On behalf of all New Y orkers, we extend our deepest
sympathy to their families, their friends and their fellow
Soldiers of the Fighting 69th during this difficult time,”
concluded the Governor.

Spc. Azhar Ali

Age 27, Flushing
Headquarters Company
1stBattalion, 69th Infantry Regiment

Killed when an improvised explosive
device detonated near his military
vehicle in Baghdad, Iraq on March 2,
2005

Lwin's parents, Thein and May Lwin and his brother,
Khant Phylo, and his sister, YuYu Wai, survive him. He
was buried at Long Island National Cemetery with full
military honors.

“We have given our son to the military, and our son did
hisduty and gavehislifetothemilitary. Whatever memories
we have of him, we wanted him to be near us, in our
hometown,” said Lwin’ sfather, who continued hisreflection
saying his son died doing what he loved the most.

Lwin's medalsinclude the Purple Heart Medal, Bronze
Star Medal, Combat Infantry Badge, Good Conduct Medal,
Armed Forces Reserve Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, Army Service Medal, National Defense Service
Medal, N.Y. Medal of Valor and the N.Y. Distinguished
Medal of Service.

Lwinwasposthumously awarded citizenshiptothe United
States.

Ali wasaresident of Flushing. He attended John Bowne
high school before joining the 69th Infantry Regiment in
1998. Heisburied at aMuslim cemetery in Long Island.

Ali’s medals include the Purple Heart Medal, Bronze
Star Medal, Combat Infantry Badge, Good Conduct Medal,
Armed Forces Reserve Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Korea Defense
Service Medal, Army Reserve Component Achievement
Medal, N.Y. Medal of Valor, N.Y. Defense of Liberty
Medal, N.Y. Distinguished Medal of Service, N.Y.
Conspicuous Service Cross, Army ServiceRibbonandthe
Army Overseas Service Ribbon. [

New York National Guard Airman earns Bronze Star Medal

By 1% Lt. Anthony Bucci and Capt. Sandi Van Wor mer
174" Fighter Wing

SYRACUSE—Staff Sgt. Celio Castiblancodrew astanding
ovation on Feb. 13 after pinning onaBronze Star Medal for
meritorious service while engaged in ground combat in
Afghanistan.

Castiblancoreceived hismedal fromBrig. Gen. Robert A.
Knauff, ViceCommander, New Y ork Air National Guard at
aceremony here.

In Afghanistan, Castiblanco and histeam, Special Forces
Operational Detachment Alpha, came under hostile fire
during @ 2003 assault on an enemy headquarters.

Castiblanco said thethree-hour fight cameafter fivemonths
of little enemy resistance.

“Ijust knew somethingwasgoingto happen. | can’texplain
it, | could just feel it,” said Castiblanco.

Just prior to their attack, Castiblanco’s vehicle crashed
into alarge ditch tossing its four members out. As bullets
begantofly, they took cover, but Castiblancorealizedthat he
had to get back to the vehicle's radio to coordinate air
support. The Humvee was nose-first in the ditch, and
Castiblanco noticed that the radio antenna was separated
fromtheunit, makingit unusable. Still under fire, herealized
hemust repair the antenna. Hebegan to strip away thewire
casing to reconnect it.

It was pitch dark, but “somehow | could see what | was
doing, therewasalight. | don’t know whereit was coming
from,” said Castiblanco.

Hewasabletorepair theantenna, and calledinair support.

Hemovedtoan observation point tolocateenemy positions,
directaircrafttotargetandcall inmortar fire. Hethen moved
toaposition formerly occupied by enemy troops, receiving
machine gun and sniper fire. Engaging the enemy with his
assault rifle, his team flanked enemy positions. He then
coordinated a medical evacuation for a wounded team
member.

Continuingto coordinateair support, Castiblancodirected
helicopters and A-10 Thunderbolts to enemy locations,
whichfired rockets, five-hundred pound bombsand thirty-
millimeter strafing fire. Later that evening, he directed an
AC-130 Hercules Gunship to hostile positions.

Special Operations Team Alphaconfirmed morethanfifty
enemy troops unaccounted for and presumed killed.

“Itwasthefirsttimel wasinasituationlikethis, but | knew
what | had to do and did it,” said Castiblanco.

Back in Syracuse, Staff Sgt. Castiblanco is the Non-
Commissioned Officer in Charge of Weapons and Tactics
for the274™ Air Support Operations Squadron here. He has
deployedfor two overseascombat tours-theonethat earned
him the Bronze Star Medal and a second tour from July-
November 2004. [J

Staff Sgt. Celio Castiblanco, 174th Fighter Wing, receives the
Bronze Star Medal from Brig. Gen Robert A. Knauff, Vice
Commander, New York Air National Guard on Feb. 13.
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Army Engineers home from Operatlon Iraql Freedom

By 29Lt. Amy Fires
Guard Times Staff

WALTON—Thecommunity linedthestreets
here in awelcome home parade for about 30
Soldiers of the 204" Engineer Battalion on
March 5. It wasacold, wintry Saturday, but a
large crowd was on hand to welcome home
their Soldiers.

A quick formation was called, excitement
lingered and families|ooked eager toembrace
loved ones. 19 Lt. Geraldo Sinscalchi, 204"
Platoon L eader, calledtheSoldierstoattention
and handed unit authority over to Rear
Detachment Commander, Capt. David
Humphrey, whichcompletedthetransferfrom
federd to stateauthority.

The Soldiersdeployed to support Operation
Iragi Freedom. They wereattachedtothe 133
Engineer Battalion, Maine Army Nationa
Guard, where they were stationed in Mosul,
Irag. Theirjobsinvolvedcivil engineer projects

includingroad and building construction.

Inthetown of Diyanah, theengineershuilta
newroadforloca, Iragi citizens. Threeculverts
were additionally constructed to divert water
for thecity.

Speakingof thedeployment, Sinscal chi, said
the best part was, “making different friends
through thevariouscivil engineer missions.”

“I am really proud of these Soldiers, they
have accomplished a lot during their
deployment,” said Col. Randy Lambrecht,
Director of Operations, N.Y. Joint Force
Headquartersand former 204th Commander.
“Theywill takeamuchneededbreak withtheir
loved ones,” said Lambrecht.

Lambrecht boastedthet, truetoNationa Guard
culture, the strong loyalties of these Soldiers
wouldbringtheir returntodrill and begin unit
recongtitution.

These Soldierswill prepare the unit for it's
continuingcommitmenttotakecareof America,
said Lambrecht. [

Task Force Liberty Soldiers roll
on with up-armored vehicles

By Master Sgt. CorineL ombardo
42nd Infantry Division Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
DANGER, Tikrit, Irag—Soldiersof Task
Force Liberty deployed into Iraq better
prepared for the mission than their
predecessors, andthey continuetostrengthen
their capabilities each day.

In addition to a full complement of
individual body armor, which includes

Kevlar helmetsand eyeprotectionfar greater
in capability and numbers than any prior
trooprotationintotheater, Task ForceL iberty
Soldiers greatest strength is its armor
protectionforitsfleet of Humvees. Humvees
transport thevast majority of Soldiersonthe
roads of Irag.

The greater majority of al Humvees in
North Central Iraq have either level-one,
two or three armor protection.

Level-one armor for Humvees are those

A specialist with the 204th Engineer Battalion is welcomed home from Operation Iragi Freedom Il on

March 5. Photo by Sgt. Matthew Johnson.

vehiclesproduced at thefactory withall the
protective measures installed. These
continuetoarriveintheater and areissuedto
unitsasrapidly asthey arereceived. Since
arriving in lraq, Task Force Liberty has
added over 200 level-one Humvees, an
amost 25 percent increase in capabilities
over the preceding division.

Level-two armor is provided as an add-
on-armor kitinthe Army supply chain. Task
Force Liberty logistics and maintenance
SoldiersinNorth Centra Iragcontinueevery
day to add these kits to the balance of their
vehicles.

Level-threearmor, depicted so frequently
aswelded metal plates, isdesignedtoprotect
Soldiers against improvised explosive

Task force Liberty Soldiers on patrol in Iraq with up-armored Humvees. Photo courtesy of the 42nd Infantry Division.

devices(IEDs), themostlethal weapon used
against troops here. While less effective
againstdirect fireattacks, thearmor protects
Soldiers against |IED shrapnel and
fragmentation.

Currently, Task Force Liberty holds more
than 70 percent level-one or level-two
Humvees for combat patrols and combat
logisticspatrols. Astheavailability of level-
one and level-two armored vehicles
increases fewer level-three vehicles are
employed.

While staging in Kuwait, Task Force
Liberty Soldiersinstalled much of their add-
on-armor. All vehicles received necessary
armor installationsbeforemovingintolrag.

“Oncethey get upnorth, their commanders
designate which vehicleswill be out onthe
road, all thetime, doing patrols,” said Sgt.
First Class Kenney, platoon sergeant and
chief of the 699th’ s Service and Recovery
section. Hesaid armor levelsdepend onthe
mission.

Task ForceLiberty Soldiershelpedtoweld
level-three armor to their vehicles, Kenney
said. Heseesthearmor install ation asanother
example of Soldiers adapting in order to
accomplish their missions.

Thepostureforarmoredvehiclesisequally
impressive for the fleet of heavier trucks;
those used for logistics movements
throughout theareaof operations. Although
no level-one protection is available for the
Army’s heavy trucks, level-two add-on-
armor kits currently supplement the armor
being used. Thesekitsarenow inthesupply
system and are being installed.

“1 could not be more pleased with the
performanceof our logisticiansinproviding
the men and women of Task Force Liberty
the best possible force protection of the
fleet,” saidMagj. Gen. Joesph J. Taluto, Task
Force Liberty Commander, adding “even
beforethisadd-on-armor program achieves
itspinnacle, 80 percent of our fleet provide
level-two or level-three protection .” [



The daughter of Staff Sgt. Roland Wells
awaits the arrival of her father.
Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith

Irag mail handlers return to senders

By 2 Lt. Amy Fires
Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCE
HEADQUARTERS, L atham—
Family andfriendssprangfromthe
drill floor hereon Feb. 10when 25
Soldiers of the 56" Personnel
ServicesBattalioncamehomeafter
ayearlong tour in Iraq supporting
Operation Iraqi Freedom 1.
OneSoldier walked quickly over
tohiswife' sside. Other members
unpacked duffel bags and
deployment items from their bus,
which brought them from Fort
Drum. Their unpacking and

demobilization work seems
minuscule to the amount of work
they did overseas.

The Soldiers were deployed on
December 2003 and spent 2004
receiving and distributing mail
throughout Irag; they moved over
60 million pounds of mail for
Soldiers and civilian contractors.

“They did it 25 percent faster
than the group before them,” said
Lt. Col. Ed Passineau, Battalion
Commander.

Additionally, the Soldiers
volunteered as armed guards for
the civilian trucks that kept their
mail moving.

Passineau saidtheBattalionflew
more mail than it trucked, which
allowedthemtoincreasedelivery.

The 56" worked from two Iraq
worksites: their main location at
Baghdad International Airportand
asecondary worksitein Balad.

“Everyonegot alongandworked
very well together,” said Sgt.
Jeffrey O’ Rourke, who worked at
the Balad worksite.

All Soldiersreturned home safe.
AndoncetheSoldiersarrived here,
al bets were off, and their family
members and friends surrounded
them before a formal welcome
home ceremony could begiven. (]

Spc. TheresaR. Young and Master Sgt.
Joseph R. Cioffi arrive to awaiting
families and friends.

Field artillery troops come marching
home from Sunni Triangle, OIF ||

By Guard Times Staff

NEW YORK CITY, NEWBURGH,
BUFFALO-More than 300 Soldiers
assigned to the New York Army National
Guard's 1% Battalion, 258" Field Artillery
triumphantly returned home in March
following monthsof activeduty in Irag.

Soldiers of Bravo and Charlie batteries
werecalledupinJanuary 2004 and giventhe
mission to retrain as military police and
deploy tothe combat zonein Irag for nearly
a year of service. Since military police
companies are larger than field artillery
batteries, dozens of Soldiers from the
WesternNew Y ork-based 1% Battalion, 127"
Armor were mobilized with the New Y ork
City and Newburgh-based Soldiers to fill
theteams.

These valiant Soldiers completed an
odyssey of both State and Federal active
duty that began, for most, onthemorning of
9/11. Many of havethedistinction of being
among the only military personnel to have

'i-l

Spc. Christopher H. Chatfield returns home in Newburgh on March 18. Photo by Spc. Dennis Gravell.

served both at Ground Zero andinthe Sunni
Triangleaspart of Operation Iragi Freedom.

Family members, relativesandfriendswere
at thearmoriestowelcomethem homefrom
al5-month activeduty tour, including more
than ninemonthsonthegroundinlrag. The
Soldiers traveled by commercia bus from
Fort Dix following nearly a week of out-
processing.

Duringtheir tour of duty the Sol diershel ped
trainmorethan 10,000 I ragi policemen. They
provided security at the Baghdad Police
Headquartersand al so performed morethan
250reconnai ssanceand surveillancepatrols
there.

Duringtheperiodof August through October
2004, the Sol diersreceivedincomingrocket
and mortar firedaily and, during afirefight
with insurgent forces, unit Soldiers hel ped
rescue three Iragi student policemen who
were seriously wounded. During one two-
week period, the Soldierswereinvolved in
three separate firefights, were attacked by
improvised explosive devices on three
occasions, captured significant weapons
cachesand captured and detained morethan
two-dozeninsurgents.

OneSoldier of CharlieBattery, Sgt. Joseph
Behnke from Brooklyn was|ost on Dec. 4,
2004 as aresult of avehicle accident.

Myers Tells National Guard generals total-force concept working

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. —The
experiences in the war on terrorism,
especialy in Iraq and Afghanistan, show
that “the total-force (concept) isworking,”
thechairman of the Joint Chiefsof Staff said
to ameeting of state adjutants general here
Apr. 1.

Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myerstold the
gatheringthat theconcept especially “works
overseas, wheretherubber meetstheroad.”

Myers said it was important he attend the
meeting, first to thank the state adjutants
general for their leadership, but mostly to
hear their concerns. The chairman said he

can only fight for the needs of the adjutants
general in the Pentagon if he knows their
concernsand isarmed with facts.

An adjutant general is the top officia in
eachstate’ sNational Guard. Representatives
from45 adjutant general officesattendedthe
conference, sponsored by Air Force Gen.
John Handy, the commander of U.S.
Transportation Command. Representatives
from U.S. Army Forces Command and the
U.S. Coast Guard also attended.

Myerstoldthegeneral sthat whilechanges
have been made, more lie ahead. He said
DoD must look for more creative ways to
mobilize and use the reserve components
and that this year's Quadrennial Defense
Review will point the way to even more

change.

Andthisisimportant, headded. “Wehave
got to come out of thisasrobust aswewent
in,” Myers said. “Innovation will become
the coin of therealm.”

The adjutants general appeared to be
worried about recruiting. One told the
chairmanthenumbersheisseeingarelikea
“firelight” in the cockpit. Another general
told the chairman that the good economy is
affecting recruitingin hisstate.

All, however, seemed pleased with the
retention picture. After the meeting, one
adjutant general said theretention situation
in units that had deployed to Afghanistan
was better than that of the unitsthat had not
deployed.

“Someof that isfinancia — thereenlistment
bonusistax-freeif youdoitinacombat zone
— but most of it is because these soldiers
flat enjoyed serving together,” the officer
said. He added that other AGs noticed the
sametendency.

The generals asked Myers about
mobilization notificationtime, medical and
dental reserve readiness, and the political
situation in Irag and how that affects force
levelsneeded in the country.

Myers thanked the generals for their
observations and questions. He said the
reserve components are important to
America, not only for their combat power,
but becausewith every armory and airfield,
they help tie Americansto their military. O



Warrant
Officer
careers
avallable

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS,
L atham—It’ sauniquerank andtradition,
which datesback to 1896, and Soldiersare
increasingly looking at theperksof joining
the long line of technica experts called
Army chief warrant officers.

The New York Army National Guard
(NYARNG) iscurrently calling throughout
New York for applicants into its warrant
officer program.

Commissioning warrant officers and
retainingwarrant officersisneeded tomeet
the Army’s ongoing need for highly
specialized expertsandtrainers, said Chief
Warrant Officer 3 Jacqueline O'Keefe,
Warrant Officer Recruiter.

A recent Army News Servicereport says
that transformation, alongwithretirement,
createsan Army-wide need for candidates
in 45 chief warrant officer specialties.

“TheNew York Army National Guardis
awayslooking for quality Soldiers,” said
O'Keefe.

O’ Keefe says that a proactive approach
toappointing chief warrant officersistaken
to support both operation tempos and an
ageing warrant officer force.

"To earn a warrant officer appointment
takes many months,” said O'Keefe. Each
candidate’s qualifications and military
occupational speciaty is unique to each
vacancy applied for.

Interested candidates are encouraged to
visit the NYARNG chief warrant officer
website, at www.dmna.state.ny.us, and read
the current vacancy list under WOPM.

“1f they can’ t findwhat they’ relookingfor
there, call 518-786-4889, or e-mail
jacqueline.okeefe@ny.ngb.army.mil, and|
canlet them know if wehavewhat they're
looking for,” said O'Keefe, who added,
drill location depends upon the specialty
and vacancy filled.

“They will know theunit they joinbefore
they beginthe(appointment) process.” She
recommendsthat Soldiersdiscussspecific
qualificationsandvacancieswithher before
they start the process.

Insomeinstances, an affiliation bonusof
$6000 is available to warrant officers
leaving activeduty and signingupwiththe
New Y ork National Guard. Thereisalsoan
accession bonus available to newly
appointed warrant officers in the same
amount. [J

Guard Times

Terror response unit airlifts,
State joins In response exercise

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

STRATTON ANGB, Scotia—Soldiers
and Airmen from across New Y ork
demonstrated akey response capability
of the State’ s civil support team when
they airlifted an entire response unit and
its equipment from Scotiato Niagara
Falls.

The 2™ Civil Support Team airlifted
from Stratton Air National Guard Base
on al105" Airlift Wing C-5 Galaxy to the
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve Station
onMarch7.

Theairlift and exercise tested the
CST’ s mobility and responseto a
radiological attack in Western New
York.

There, the CST trained with local
civilian and air-base emergency
response personnel through classroom
training and briefingson March 8
including aMarch 9 scenario-based
WMD exercise. Their basic mission was
to support first responders during the
suspected radiological event.

“We havethe ability to deploy the
entire unit and its capability anywherein
the nation in amatter of hours,” said
Capt. Richard Nunziato, CST Deputy
Commander, who hasbeen on theteam
since June 1999.

Nunziato explained that deployingthe
entireunit by airisan annual requirement
for @l of the nation’s 32 CST teams. This
wasthefirst time since 1999 that the
CST airliftedinaC-5 Galaxy.

Stewart Air National Guard Base, the

CST Commander, Maj. Matthew Cooper, speaks with civilian responders in Niagara Falls.

only Air National Guard Mobility Wing
with the C-5 Galaxy, the nation’ slargest
military aircraft, flew themission. It's
aircrew coordinated with base
operations and aeria port flights of the
109" Airlift Wing and the 914" Airlift
Wing to ensure proper loading of
response-team equipment, which
included seven vehicles and two trailers.

“Cooperation between the 105th Airlift
Wing, the 109th Airlift Wing and the
914th Airlift Wing was key,” said
Nunziato. It wasajoint training event, he
said.

Their unmarked, dark-blue vehiclesand
trailers had to be weighed before
loading. Once guided into the cavernous

cargo compartment of the C-5 Galaxy,
Stewart ANGB |loadmasters prepared the
aircraft for flight.

“We have flown several other times, on
the C-130 Hercules, for training and to
pre-deploy for high profile events
including the2004 U.S. OpeninLong
Island,” said Nunziato, who says prior
coordination and pre-planning isthe key
to successful training and operations.

The CST isafederaly funded New
Y ork National Guard unit. It was
designed to augment local and regional
terrorism response capabilitiesin events
known, or suspected to involve, the
hostile use of chemicals, biological or
radiological agents. [J

CST and their equipment responded from Stratton Air National Guard Base, Scotia, and were prepared for airlift by the 109th Airlift Wing Aerial Port Flight
there. They airlifted from Scotia on a 105th Airlift Wing C-5 Galaxy, landed and off-loaded at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station (above). Additionally,
photo and video support was provided by the 107th Air Refueling Wing's Multimedia Flight.
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Armored vehicles undergo repair and maintenance work at the recently refurbished Maneuver Area Training and Equipment Site, Fort Drum. Photos by Sgt. Dennis Gravell.

Rebuilt combat maintenance site
running like a well oiled machine

By 2 Lt. Amy Fires
Guard Times Staff

FORT DRUM—Tracked vehiclesdrive
into work-bays, mechanicsand technicians
move about locating parts and searching
through computerized manuals. Thisisthe
average scene at the Maneuver Area
Training and Equipment Site, here.

Soldierswho work at MATES account
for, maintain, repair and issue selected
equipment from M1 Abramstanksto
Bradley fighting vehiclesand armored
personnel carriersfor Army National
Guard units. It'sthelargest MATES
facility in New York, and it serves afive-
stateregion: New Y ork, Pennsylvania,
Vermont, New Jersey and M assachusetts.

Sgt. Charles E. Hardy, MATES technician, works on an M1 A1 Abrams tank at Fort Drum.

MATESmaintainscommunication
equipment, crew-served weapons and
basic service-issue itemsusing an 18
building facility. It additionally maintains
morethan 1,100 combat track vehicles,
and itstechnicians have received
numerous accol ades and support from the
major Army commandsit serves.

Recently, thefacility wasrebuilt. State
of the art equipment isnow in placeand is
mission ready. The facilities' 130 Federal
technicianshad afunctional say inthe
layout and ergonomicshere.

Compared to the old facility, thereis
more workspace. Forklift wings have been
added where hallways were previously
“worked around.” The Carpentry Shopis
updated along with the Canvas and Repair
Shop and the Machine and Body Shops.
Thereisalso an updated physical fitness
room.

“Thisiswhere our futureisgoing,” said
Col. Peter V. Ingalshe, MATES Director.
Ingal she explained that, with better
facilities, new and increased missions are
expected.

And they are open for business,
preparing a steady stream of Soldiers and
equipment for deployment and annual
training. Tanksarerolled into work-bays
where technicians can access computer

manualsandthelnternet. Lubricantsand
compressed air hoses are conveniently
located at each work-bay. Work-bay
floors are heated, and air circulation is
specialized.

“Thisisthe first time where we've had
something nice,” said Sgt. 1% Class
Wilfrid Ashlaw, technician.

After movinginto thenew facility, the
PennsylvaniaArmy National Guard called
upon MATES to support afleet of 16 M2
Bradley Armored Fighting Vehicles, 16
M1A1 Abramstanksand 12 Command
Post Carriers, on atight deadlinefor a
scheduled PAARNG deployment. The
equipment filled 18 out of 20 work-bays
here, and the job required more than 70
percent of the site’ sworkforce.

“Itistruly the Soldierswho makethis
mission asuccess,” said Chief Warrant
Officer Richard Friess, Deputy Director
of Logisticshere.

NY ARNG techniciansput therebuilt
facility to thetest, working extended days
and weekends to complete the mission on
schedule, al the while tending to local
repair and maintenancework. They got
thejob done, still repairing equipment as
it rolled away from the work-bays.

“Thisisanother success story for the
National Guard,” said Ingalsbe.
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Ceremonies applaud Soldiers,
families, employers for service

Freedom Saluteevents
heldfor New York Army
National Guard units

By Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith
Guard Times Staff

BUFFALO,GLENSFALLS,
ROME,UTICA,CAMP
SMITH—Morethan 650 New
York National Guard Soldiers,
along with their families,
friends and employers, were
honored for their servicein
five separate Freedom Salutes
thisspring.

Since the terrorist attacks of
9/11, the Soldiers were heavily
deployed in either state or
federal active duty for
Operation Iragi Freedom and
homeland defense, including
service at Ground Zero and
protecting airports and nuclear
power facilities.

Their sacrifices and
accomplishmentsare
monumental. Of their group,
three were killed in action and
nearly 30 were awarded the
Purple Heart Medal. Of no
lesser regard, numerous Bronze

ASoldier of Delta Company, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Division receives the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal
from Lt. Col. Mark Warnecke, Commander, 2-108th, on April 17 in Rome.

Star Medals, Army
Commendation Medals, Global
War on Terror Medals and New
Y ork State Meritorious Service
Medals were awarded for Iragi
service and homeland defense.

The Freedom Salute Campaign
isone of thelargest Army
National Guard recognition
endeavorsin history. The
National Guard Bureauin
Washington, D.C., launched the
campaign nationwide as away
to recognize members of the
Army National Guard for
service during Operations
Noble Eagle, Enduring
Freedom, and Iragi Freedom
and to thank their spouses,
children, and employersfor the
support they have shown to
their Soldiers.

Each Soldier received an
encased American flag, alapel
insignia, acommemorative coin
and certificate of appreciation.

“Thisis awell deserved
tribute to Soldiers who gave so
much to thisgreat nation and to
their families and employers
who have supported them,” said
the Army’ ssecond highestin
command, Gen. Richard A

Cody, Vice Chief of Staff of the
Army. Cody attended the
Freedom Salute ceremony of
Charlie Company, 2nd
Battalion, 108th Infantry
Division in Glens Falls on

May 1. He awarded medals and
shook hands with all 104
Soldiersin attendance. Cody
told a crowd of Soldiers,
familiesand friends that they
had reconnected Americawith
itsArmy in away not seen
since World War Il and that
they were “ shining examples of
America’ s patriotism.”

“In theface of great adversity,
these Soldiers never quit and
they never accepted defeat,”
said Cody.

Freedom Salutes were also
held for Delta Company, 2-
108th on April 17 in Rome, for
1st Battalion, 127th Armor
Regiment on April 23in
Buffalo, for Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 2-
108th on April 24 in Uticaand
for AlphaCompany, 2-108th on
April 30 at Camp Smith.

Soldiers’ spouses were
presented with a National
Guard honoree lapel insignia.

NYARNG

A HHC 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Division Soldier stands on stage during a
Freedom Salute ceremony on April 24 in Utica.

Political and public figures
from surrounding communities
and outside New Y ork
participated in the ceremonies
including ThomasHamill, a
civilian contractor, taken
captivein Irag, whose rescue
was aided by Charlie Company
Soldiers.

Each Soldier was provided a
medallion and a
commemorativelapel insignia
to recognize one person who
provided outstanding support,
tothem and their family, during
their mobilization. In addition,
all units presented framed
American flag printsto select
community groupsin support of
their mobilizations. Another
special award, a 17-inch
Minuteman statuette, was

presented to each unit’s"Key
Center of Influence," which
acknowledged their outstanding
support to Soldiers and
families.

Vicky Buchanan, mother of
Spc. Anthony M. Buchanan,
was presented the statuette as
DeltaCompany’sKClI.

“When | found out, | was
shocked,” said Buchanan.

Buchanan supported Delta
Company Soldiersduring their
Iraq deployment. She shipped
care packages and raised funds
through their family readiness
group. “It meansalot to me,”
she said.

Additional Freedom Salute
ceremonies are scheduled
throughout this year for
NY ARG units. O

Vicky Buchanan, mother of Spc. Anthony M. Buchanan, Delta Company, 2nd
Battalion, 108th Infantry Division, is presented a 17 inch minuteman statuette for
recognition as Charlie Company’s "Key Center of Influence." Mrs. Buchanan
provided outstanding supportto Charlie Company Soldier's during their Operation
Iraqgi Freedom Il deployment . Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Steve Petibone.



1st Sgt. Michael J. Hammann receives the Bronze
Star Medal at his Freedom Salute ceremony.

This is a well deserved
tribute to Soldiers who
gave so much...and their
families and employers
who supported them.”

1st Battalion, 127th Armor Regiment Soldiers sit with awards —Gen. Richard A. COdy

received at their Freedom Salute ceremony in Buffaloon April23.  Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Army
Photos by Sgt. Dennis Gravelle.

Charlie Company, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry
Division's Freedom Salute (above) on May 1 in
Glens Falls. A Charlie Company Soldier (right)
shakes hands with the Adjutant General,
Maj. Gen. Thomas P. Maguire, Jr. Each Soldier
received an encased American flag (below).
Photos by Staff Sgt. Mike R. Smith.

Gen. Richard A. Cody, Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, awards medals to Soldiers of Charlie Company,
2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry Division at a Freedom Salute ceremony on May1 in Glens Falls.
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COLONEL

BOBECK, MICHAEL, E,NYARNGELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ
BRESNAHAN, MICHAEL, R,HQ53D TRPCMD

BURKE, MARK, F, HHCAVN BDE 42IN DIV
COSTAGLIOLA,MARIOT,HHC42INDIV(-)

LIENTENANT COLONEL

BURCH, ROGER, L, HHC 3RD BDE 42ND ID (M)
CLEAVELAND, DENNIS, S,NYARNGELEMENT JOINT HQ
DEELEY, DENNIS, C,HHC(-) 27THIN BDE
GRIMSLEY,BERNARD,NYARNGELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ
MALLIN,MICHAEL,W,HHC1-101ST CAVALRY

NATALI, MICHEL, A, 42HHCHVY DIV FWD 2

OLSEN, ERIC, W, HHC (-) 27TH IN BDE
STEWART,MALCOLM, M,DET 1HHB 42DIVARTY

MAJOR

DIEHL,ROY, M, 42HHCHVY DIV FWD 2

FANOSCHULTZE, JOHN,NYARNGELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ
GONYO, JAMES, C, HQ 53D TRPCMD

HUTZ, ANDREW, G,HHC42IN DIV (-)
SWEENEY,KATHY, M, DET 2NYARNGELEMENT JFHQ

CAPTAIN

ALAM, SAMSUL,NYARNGELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ
ERAZO, JANET R, DET 1HHC 107TH SUPPORT GROUP
GOURLAY, WILLIAM,M,HHC(-) 1-127THARMOR
GREEN, JEFFREY, A, HHC 27TH INF BDE INFOPSAUG
KENNIFF, THOMAS, A, HHC 42 IN DIV (-)

KNOWLES, DENNIS, H, COD 1-127TH ARMOR
MILLER,BRYAN, E,HHC 642D MIBATTALION

FIRST LIEUTENANT

GAYNOR, HOLLISC,COD 1-127TH ARMOR
KETCHUM, DARREN J, COA 101ST SIGNAL BN
MASTEN, JOSEPH E, HHC 642D MI BATTALION

CHIEFWARRANT OFFICER 4
HUMPHRIES, NEAL, L, COB 3-142D AVIATION

CHIEFWARRANT OFFICER3
FIORILLI,JAMES, W, 427TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
PARSELS, DAVID, A, HHC(-) 1-127TH ARMOR

MASTER SERGEANT

ARBOLEDA,AMABLE,DET 1HHC107TH SUPPORT GROUP
CONROY, WILLIAM, T, DET 1105 MPCO

GARRIS, EDWIN, L, 258 FA BN 1BTRY C 155 SP

HEROLD, HUGO, DET 1HHC 107TH SUPPORT GROUP
NIEVES, LUIS, R, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP

OQUENDO, MANUEL, A, 258 FA BN 1BTRY C 155 SP

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

CARRERAS, JULIO, JR, 258 FA BN 01BTRY B REARNY
COVEY, ASA, D, HHD 342D FWD SPT BN

ID, D, TROOPE 101ST CAVALRY
MAS, F, HHC 42D INF DIV UNIT AUG
HOWARD, L, 222D MILITARY POLICECO
G, ALFRED, E, COA 101ST SIGNAL BN
Y AN, 145THMAINTENANCE CO
RLES.R COA 101ST SIGNAL BN
HMILITARY POLICECO
A 101ST SIGNAL BN

8 FA BN 1BTRY C 155 SP
105TH MPCO

0D 1-101ST CAVALRY
BN 1BTRY C 155 SP
ITARY POLICECO

RPS SPT BN

01ARBN 01 DET 1HHC
1ST SIGNAL BN
HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

7TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
HC42INDIV(-)

OPE 101ST CAVALRY
THMAINTENANCE CO(DS)

RNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCE HQ
FANTRY DIV BAND (-)

STAFFSERGEANT

BELTON, ARCHIE, B,HHC(-) 27TH IN BDE

BROWN, CHAD, E, 107THMILITARY POLICECO
BRYANT,ALICIA,A,HHC642D MI BATTALION

DOLPH, JAMES, D, COB 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
DUARTE, KRISTIN, W, 42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)
FITZGERALD, GERALD, J, 42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)
FLOREZ,EDWIN, A, 145TH MAINTENANCE CO
FROHLICH, RICHARD, A, DET 1106 MPCO
GILLERAN,KIMBERLY, L,42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)
GRODNICK, WILLIAM, F, 27TH SPT CTR (CORPSRAOC)
HEERAN, MATTHEW, J,HHC42INDIV(-)
HERNANDEZ, STEVE, A, 222D MILITARY POLICECO
JONES, BETHANY, L, NYARNG ELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ
KING, RICHARD, W, 1108TH ORDNANCE CO EOD
LONGO, KIMBERLEY, A, 29 AGHHD PSCFWD
LUCAS,RYAN, R, 42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)
MESHENBERG, WALTER,N,HHCAVN BDE42IN DIV
MONTROIS, JAMES, F, CO B(-) 642D SUPPORT BN
PALMER, STEPHEN, F, 466TH MEDICAL COAREA SPT
PIZARRO,ALVIN, COD 1-101ST CAVALRY

POTTS, DOMINICK, M, HHC 3RD BDE 42ND ID (M)
ROGERS, TIMOTHY, J, CAMPSMITHTRAINING SITE
SMITH, JAMES, E, TROOPE 101ST CAVALRY

SWAIN, JERRY, J,HHD ENGINEERBDE 421D
TAYLOR,LASHANA, M, 102D MAINTENANCE CO
TRAYLOR,ROXANNE, 105THMPCO

TUPPER, KEVIN, J, COA 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
VANWIE, THOMAS, M, 106TH MPCO

VEGA,HECTOR, 442D MILITARY POLICECO
VILARDO, KEVIN, D, 2ND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM (WMD)
WOODWORTH, ROGER, A, HHC 642D MI BATTALION

SERGEANT
ADAMS, JARROD, P, CO B 152D ENGINEER BN
ALBRIGHT, THEODORE, L, H & SCO 204 ENGR BN
ARROY O, MIGUEL, COA 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
BATISTA, KELVI, HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

BERARDI, PETER, J, COA 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
BLAKE, ANDRE, G, HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

BORTLE, ADAM, J, 107THMILITARY POLICECO
BOURNE, ANDREW, T, 258 FA BN 1BTRY C 155 SP
BRADSHAW, BRIAN, S, 258 FA BN 1BTRY B 155 SP
BRATTEN, TROY, D, COA 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
BRODERICK, PATRICK, L, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
CADY MORGAN, P, 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
CAHOLO, ORLANDO, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
CASTLE, JENNIFER, L, 42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)
CEVALLOSGOMEZ, ALEX, R, HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
COLLIER, JOI, K, HHC 42 IN DIV(-)

COOK, BRENT, JEREMY, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
COTRICH, THALIA, 107THMILITARY POLICECO
CRABTREE, LINDSAY, M, 107THMILITARY POLICECO
CRYSLER, CHRISTOPHER, R, HHC 642D MI BATTALION
DANDREA, JOHN. CO B 152D ENGINEER BN
MILITARY POLICECO

0 C () 204TH ENGR BN
AS,D,COD 1-101ST CAVALRY

R, 719 TRANSCO (MDM TRK CGO)
S, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
27TH MAINTENANCE CO (DS)
1156TH ENGR CO PORT OPENING
MES, A,RECRUITINGAND RETENTION CMD
9TH INFANTRY (M)
107THMILITARY POLICECO

258 FA BN 1BTRY B 155 SP

,COB 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
S,R,138TH PUBLICAFFAIRSDETACHMET
N, A, CO B 342D FWD SPT BN

| E, CO B 342D FWD SPT BN

B, 258 FA BN 1BTRY C 155 SP

| P, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
,COB 1-127TH ARMOR
,NYARNGELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ
,427THMAINTENANCE CO (DS)

| W, HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR
,L,HHC1-101ST CAVALRY

LASTELLA, JOHN, T, 42D INFANTRY DIV BAND (-)
LECLAIR, PERRY, W, CO B 342D FWD SPT BN

LESLIE, SCOTT, C,RECRUITING AND RETENTION CMD
LEWIS, TRAYON, R, 1569 TC COMED TRK FWD

LUDWIG, ROBERT, T, CO C(-) 204TH ENGR BN

LYONS, RICHARD, G, HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR

MACY, WILLIAM, C, 69 IN BN 01 HHC FWD

MAIELLA, DANIEL, P, 691N BN 01 HHC REAR

MAIOLO, DAVID, J, CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
MARCANO, PEDRO, E, DET 1 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
MCGHIE, JASON, M, DET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)
MCKIRCHY, SHAWN, P, DET 20 OPER SPT ALFT CMD
MCMILLAN, JEFFREY, C, COB 152D ENGINEER BN
MCRAVIN, FABIAN, B, HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)
MELENCIANO, MIGUEL, A, 1569 TC COMED TRK FWD
MELLGREN, ALY, C,466THMEDICAL COAREA SPT
MITCHELL, REGINALD, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP
MURRAY , FREDERICK, G, 107THMILITARY POLICECO
NELSON, DAVID, J, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP

OLES, JOHN, W, 1156 TH ENGR CO PORT OPENING
ORTIZ, AMICAR, O, 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO

PAPP, MICHAEL, A, 442D MILITARY POLICE CO

PARDY, ERIC, M, CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)

PERKINS, KRISTEN, L, 442D MILITARY POLICE CO
PIECZYKOLAN, MARIUSZ, CAMPSMITH TRAINING SITE
POGACNIK, ANDREW, W, CO B 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
PRINCE, WESLEY, H, CO C (-) 204TH ENGR BN

PRYOR, TROYE, A, 642 CSBN CO B REAR

REBOY, MARK, W, HHC (-) 1-127TH ARMOR

REPSHER, MILTON, H, CO B (-) 204 ENGR BN

RIVERA, MARCOS, A, DET 1107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
ROBLES, EDWIN, 133 0D COMAINT NONDIV DS
RODRIGUEZ, JESUS, M, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
RODRIGUEZ, OSCAR, G, 249TH MED COAIR AMBULANCE (-)
ROGERS, JOHN, V, DET 1 HHC 1-69TH INF (M)

ROST, DAVID, W, HHC 42 IN DIV/(-)

SANCHEZ, MILTON, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY C 155 SP

SANDS, JASON, E, 107TH MILITARY POLICE CO
SANTIAGO, ROBERT, 133 0D COMAINT NONDIV DS
SANTOS, JOSE, A, 442D MILITARY POLICE CO
SCHNEIDER, DAVID, D, HHD ENGINEER BDE 421D
STABLER, SEAN, M, COB 1-69TH INFANTRY (M)
STROJIL, RICHARD, V, H & SCO 204 ENGR BN

THEIS, KELLY, L, 1156TH ENGR CO PORT OPENING
THOMPSON, CHRISTOPHER, J, RECRUITING AND RETENTION
TORRES, RADAMES, HHC 642D MI BATTALION
VASQUEZPEREZ, WILLIAM, J, 258 FA BN 01BTRY CREARNY
VAZQUEZ, FRANCISCO, NYARNGELEMENT JOINT FORCEHQ
VEIHDEFFER, MICHAEL, S, HHCAVN BDE 42N DIV
WAI, ELEANOR, DET 1 HHC 107TH SUPPORT GROUP
WHITE, JAMES, J, CO B 152D ENGINEER BN

WILSON, JACOB, T, DET 1107TH MILITARY POLICE CO

SPECIALIST
AGUILAR, MARIA, M, HHC 42N DIV(-)

AISEL, JOHNATHAN, W, HHC (-) 1-108TH INF
ALEGRE, EMEL, L, 258 FA BN 1 BTRY B 155 SP
ALSTON, JOSHUA, CO B 342D FWD SPT BN

AUSTIN, JUSTIN, T, 29TH PERSONNEL SERVICE DET
AVILES, TOMAS, A, HHC(-) 1-69 INF (M)

BRAUN, MICHAEL, J, CO C (-) 1-108TH INF
CHEETHAM, JARROD, L, HSC 642D S