
Chap. 477. 
AN A C T to provide for the enrollment of the 

mil i t ia , the organization and discipline of the 
Nat ional Guard of the State of New York, and 
for t h e public defence. 

Passed April 23, 1862; by a two-third vote. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

O F THE PERSONS SUBJECT TO MILITARY DUTY. 

S E C T I O N 1. All able-bodied, white male citizens, be
tween, t h e ages of eighteen and forty-five years, residing 
in t h i s s ta te and not exempted by the laws of the United 
States, sha l l be subject to military duty, excepting: 

1st. A l l persons in the army or navy or volunteer 
forces o f the United States. 

2d. Min is te r s and preachers of the gospel. 
3d. The Lieutenant Governor, members and officers 

of t h e legislature, the Secretary of State, Attorney 
Genera l , Comptroller, State Engineer and Surveyor, 
State T reasu re r , and clerks and employees in their 
offices, j ud i c i a l officers of this state, including justices of 
the p e a c e , sheriffs, coroners and constables. 

4 th . Pe r sons being of the people called Shakers or 
Q u a k e r s , professors, teachers and students in all colleges, 
and professors , teachers and students in the several 
a c a d e m i e s and common schools. 

5th. Persons who have been or hereafter shall be 
r e g u l a r l y and honorably discharged from the army or 
navy o f the United States, in consequence of the per
f o r m a n c e of military duty, in pursuance of any law of 
this s u i t e and such firemen as are now exempted by 
law. 

111 

Persons 
subject to 
military 
duty. 

Exceptions. 



6th. Commissioned officers who shall have served as 
such in the militia of this state, or in any one of the 
United States, for the space of seven years; but no 
officer shall be so exempt unless by his resignation after 
such term of service duly accepted, or in some other 
lawful manner, he shall have been honorably discharged. 

7th. Every non-commissioned officer, musician and 
private, of every uniform company or troop raised or 
hereafter to be raised, who has or shall hereafter uni-
form himself according to the provisions of any law of 
this state, and who shall have performed service in such 
company or troop for the space of seven years from the 
time of his enrollment therein, shall be exempt from 
military duty, except in cases of war, insurrection or 
invasion. 

§ 2. If any member of such company or troop, who 
shall have been regularly uniformed and equipped, shall, 
upon his removal out of the beat of such company or 
troop, or upon the disbandment thereof, enlist into any 
other uniform company or troop, and uniform and equip 
himself therefor, and serve in the same, whenever the 
whole time of his service in such companies or troops, 
computed together, shall amount to seven years, he shall 
be exempt from military duty in like manner as if he 
had served for the whole period in the company or troop 
in which he was first enrolled. 

§ 3. Idiots, lunatics, paupers, habitual drunkards and 
persons convicted of infamous crimes shall not be sub
ject to military duty. 
OF THE ENROLLMENT OF PERSONS SUBJECT TO MILITARY DUTY 

§4. Under the direction and superintendence of the 
Commander-in-Chief, all persons liable to military duty 
within this state, who are not already members of the 
organized militia thereof, shall, immediately upon the 
passage of this act, and from time to time thereafter, as 
the Commander-in-Chief shall deem necessary, but as 
often as once in every two years, be enrolled by the 
captain or commandant of the company district within 
whose bounds such person shall reside, or if there be no 
such captain or commandant, then by an officer to be 
detailed by the commanding officer of the regiment in 
which such company district is situated, or to be ap
pointed by the Commander-in-Chief, Such enrollment 
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