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MAJOR B U T T O N l i J W IN COMMAND 

Under the efficient command of the 
I t . Col, Robert McLean of the 7th. N. 
Y . Xnt', the Mil i tary Police Force of 
McAllon, Pharr and Mission, have prov-
on their ability i n policing these three 
towns, "Whon we take into consideration 
the number of men mobilized in these 
three towns and the amount of police 
allotted to each to keep law and order, 
i t is beyond one's imagination to real
ize how ho few men can control the ac
tions of the soldiers coming and going 
into each town from their vairous 
camps. 
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L t . Col. Robert McLean 
Naturally tho police force was made 

up of picked men from each unit "o'f 
the division, not only for their physical 
ability, out their neatness, good judg
ment, and courteous treatment. A t 
first the force worked under great dif
ficulties, not alone in keeping the men 
in order and requiring them to live 
under certain rules and regulations, but 
as to the trouble in sleeping and mess 
quarters. The force at McAllen soon 
overcame these obstacles by building 
their own mess and cook shack, which 
by the way, is one of the best erected 
in tho Division. When cooks were de
tailed to the Mil i tary police i t was a 
signal for great rejoicing, as the men. 
at times had to eat and pay for their 
own food/, at the mit:tnnits_ ,'. 

Lieut. Edward 0. O. Thomas, Co 
71st Inf.,' has handled the situation, at 
McAllen in a very commendable man 
ner. This is by far the largest en
campment of the divgion. During the 
early part of his administration, the 
Mexican village was shut off to all en 
lister men after 7:30 p. m., owing to the 
fact that a great many of the men were 
not accustomed to the habits of the 
Mexicans, but after having mingled 
with them for a few days, during the 
daytime, the village was opened to the 
men at a l l times, with very little trou
ble to the police force. 

The greatest amount of trouble to 
the 'Military Police is the order which: 
forbids the enlisted men from entering! 
a place where liquors are sold. Men of! 
the force were stationed at every sa
loon, of which there are about eight i n 
McAllen, to enforce this order. True! 
to the traits of the soldier, they found 
the back entrances very convenient,' 
and at times the Mil i tary Police made 
raids on the places delivering liquor to 
the men i n the rear. A l l these raids 
were very effective, and this practice 
has practically stopped. As to the mor
al conduct of the men in these three 
towns, nothing can be said, as i t is perj-
feet. Mayor Archer and all other 
tradesmen in McAllen have time and 
again remarked about the efficient way 
the police has handled the thousands of 
men who visit the town during the 
night and day. 

Thirty days having expired, Lieut. 
Col. McLean has been relieved from 
command of the police force by Major 
J . Scott Button of the 2nd, N . Y . Inf., 
who undoubtedly wi l l continue the ef
ficient work of his predecessor. 

William Jennings Bryan, late Sec
retary of State,' presidential Candidate, 
Colonel of Volunteers and aspirant for 
the noble peace prize, has a residence 
here in " t h e val ley , " but the report 
that all these doves flying around are 
peace doves turned loose by the Chau
tauqua spell binder i n not true, as they 
are Mexican doves and know nothing 
whatever about peace. 

(By Isaac Russell) 
Staff Correspondent, The Evening M a i l , 

N . Y. , attached to the New York 
Division, First Field Army. 
Standing on the bank of the Twelfth 

Infantry's main channel canal, while 
its first flood water was pouring 
through, a soldier of the Twelfth, tired 
of digging, delivered himself thus: 

What's the use of fooling around 
here? That's what I want to know. 
I enlisted to shove through to Mexico. 
If we're ever going there why aren't 
we on our way. That's me.*' 

Now i t just happens that when A d 
miral Dewey finished firing at the Span
ish forts in Manil la bay the first thing 
he did was to cable for soldiers to make 
up a landing force. 

He got them. Those soldiers "went 
right through." They never stopped to 
pick up form and get everything to
gether. They sailed away from San 
Francisco in as brief a period after 
mustering in as the Twelfth Infantry 
and Seventh and Seventy-first took to 
come down to McAllen. 

So far, so good. But the horrors of 
that trip still make some of those that 
were in i t look upon this camp here as 
a marvel of perfection by comparison. 

Here i t was travel ration on the 
trains for only four or five days before 
the field ration began coming out of 
the cook shacks in Hidalgo county. 
And then even there wore cook cars. 

The outfits that shipped to help 
Dewey seized the first steamships han
dy. They were freight boats, not pas
senger boats, in many cases. The travel 
ration;of uncooked canned beef and 
.hard tack, with canned tomatoes, didn't 
last on that trip for a few days. It 
lasted a l l the way over the Pacific. I t 
lasted for forty days. 

The cook outfit on one of those ships 
was just big enough for seventeen men, 
the freighter's crew. It took care of 
700 men on their way to help Dewey. 

Once in the hot Philippines they be
gan to cook up the rations brought 
along. They were rations caught on 
their way to an Alaska garrison, and 
were the hottest of heat producing 
foods. 

Those soldiers, in a climate just as 
fierce as that' at McAllen, Pharr and 
Mission, never dreamed, even, of O 
D. stuff, and khaki stuff had yet to be 
thought of. They went in the thickest 
ami most closely woven army blue. 
Prickly heat infested whole brigades 
I lave seen only a small amount of i 
here. 

I watched the conical tents and th< 
pyramidal tents stack up against the 
(naming sun, I remembered that part 

{•{'.if Wjyery gun section in the artillery 
D.J ('"battery T was in , had to sleep out all 
"" 'through the campaign against Manilla. 

We -.started out snort on tents and 
never did catch up. 

An old campaigner came along the 
same canal bank of the twelfth. He 
talked of the price.paid for speed made 
beyond the point of taxing needful 
things. 

" I t ' s God's mercy," he said, " t h e y 
didn't have to rush right through." 

He marvelled at the things present 
here to make a campaign a success that 
were lacking in the earlier rushes, and 
he marvelled at the great machine being 
built up—the divisional machine of in
fantry and cavalry, artillery, engineers 
and signal, truck trains, ambulance 
trains, mounted messengers and motor 
cycle men, all being worked into shape 
to supplement each other, support each 
other and make an efficiency, in the 
end, much greater than the personal 
efficiency, in which each soldier now 
feels a just pride. I t i s a wonderful' 
privelege for a newspaper writer to 
stand by and see this machine of men, 
munitions and transports grow into 
being. 

J U S T O P E N E D I 

H u m a s o n I c e C r e a m C o . , 

M i s s i o n 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

P u r e I c e C r e a m , S h e r b e t s a n d I c e s 

U p - t o - d a t e a n d S a n i t a r y F a c t o r y . 

P r e p a r e d t o H a n d l e a l l L a r g e a n d 

S m a l l O r d e r s . 

We solicit the trade of Canteens and Com* 
panics Especially 

N O C H A R G E F O R M c A L L E N D E L I V E R I E S 

D a i l y O u t p u t 2 5 0 G a l l o n s . 

P h o n e M i s s i o n 2 2 

H u m a s o n I c e C r e a m 

Company 
• • 

OFFICE A T E L E C T R I C T H E A T R E 

H E L P W A N T E D 
Male 

WANTED—Sporting editor—also live 
reporters in Pharr and Mission especial
ly. Address Business Manager, Rio 
Grande RATTLER, McAllen. 

W A N T E D COOKS—Several cooks wan
ted. Steady employment. Corporal's 
pay. Must have experience. Address, 
Box 60, RATTLER Office. 

W A N T E D — R E C R U I T S wanted for the 
National Guard. For particulars apply 
to Commanding Officer, Depot Battal
ion at any armory in the State of New 
York. 

Female 
WANTED—Stenographer, typists, book 
keepers, clerks, telegraph and telephone 
operators, nurses, salesladies, cashiers 
and waitresses; state married or single, 
experience, reference and salary desired 
Address H . S. S. Rattler Office. 

T H E P A L A C E 

M c A L L E N 

W e K e e p o u r C h o c o l a t e s o n I c e . 

T h e l a r g e s t F o u n t a i n 

i n M c A l l e n . P u r e s t 

i c e c r e a m . P l e n t y o f 

i c e . O u f * c l e r k s a r e 

q u i c k a n d s k i l l f u l . 

A l l v a r i e t i e s o f s o d a s 

a n d s u n d a e s s e r v e d . 

C o m e h e r e w h e n y o u w a n t t h e B e s t . 

R e m e m b e r t h e P a l a c e 

O . P . A r c h e r , P r o p . 

M c A L L E N , T E X A S 

C o p y F o r N e x t I s s u e o f 

T h e R a t t l e r 

M u s t b e r e c e i v e d b y t h e M a n a g i n g E d i t o r 

n o t l a t e r t h a n S a t u r d a y t o 

i n s u r e p u b l i c a t i o n . 

P R I V A T E H O O C H , T h e O n l y P l a t t s b u r g h R o o k i e o n t h e B o r d e r B y D r e h e r 


