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A PLAN TOPROTEST
‘ IMEXICAN: BORDER

The National Guard Could Have
Field Service Annually For Two Months

THE UNITED STATES WOULD SAVE MILLIONS

By Cornelius Vanderbilt !
Major, Inspector, N. Y. Division. ¥

Bo many plans have been proposed
for patrolling the Mexican border, that
.one more, which may have wmerit and
is based on modern methods, may be
considered at the present time. It is
not put forward as a panacea to settle
all the questions of the Mexican sit-
uation, but rather as a suggestion to
be adapted and deveioped as specific
meeds require, and as the suggestion is
made to military readers the idea is
merely outlined, details being left to
“the soldier’s imagination.

The statements from the War De-
partment and from those in authority
in Washington have heen to the ef-
fect that the present mgbilization of
the National Guard is to protect the
border from attempted raids from our

~ meighbors on the South, and . that no

ay

invasion of their territory is contem-
; e Shaprdd T i

e s R -
on the assumption that this is the sole
object to be attained that the plan is
put forward, though it does not pre-
clude the use of punitive expeditions
in cases of necessity, as it leaves the
-entire mobile army of the United States
free for this or other use.

Mhe plan briefly is as follows: First;
a “‘permanent highway and series of

- mil'tary entanglements are to be con-

Gy,

structed along the frontier. Second;
twenty thousand men of the National
Guard of the United States are to be
used as a border guard or patrol, leav-
ing the United States Army free for
any other purpose. This patrol is to
be ealled for a two months tour of
duty from all arms of the service, and
with the N. G. U. 8. at -about its pres-
ent strength would secure two months
annual training in the field for all
units. It would thus provide active
service and opportunity for praetical
training for all citizen soldiers; ' it
would avoid the indefinite term of ser-
viee, which is the only real cause for
complaint at present, and it would elim-
inate the ‘‘dependent family’’ and
‘‘student’’ discharges. The construe:
tion of a modern permanent road or
highway the length of the boundary,
would provide for rapid concentration

FIRST YEAR
Present Plan.
120,000 men N. G. U. 8. @ $1,000 per man

of troops at any danger point, and
good roads in really modern warfare are
considered absolutely essential; as a
secondary consideration, it would add
enormously to the development of the
adjacent country, filling a civil as well |
as  a military need (‘‘Comnicuner’’
please copy). In connection with the
construction of the road, entanglements
would be -built bbtween the highways
and the river, of such design as to con-
trol and prevent the passage of unau-
therized persons, except at specified
points, The use of entanglements is a
development of warfare adopted by all
armies, and greatly resorted to by the
warring nations of Burope in the past
two years, so developed in fact, that
it has been found to be one of the most
efficient methods of!delaying and bar-
ring the passage of disputed lines; it
has the advantage of being quickly{ -
AT RN E NG S TG PR A S Y

barbed wire fence, or fences, electric-
ally charged where neeessary, and if
not of sufficient strength in that form,
can be added to and re-inforeed until
it becomes a harrier impossible to pass,
unless destroyed by mines or heavy ar-
tillery fire—as has been proved on the
Western front in France. In the pres-

_ ior-Géiie, a1 ‘geige i wysi,
Commanding 2nd. Brigade, New York Infantry
MeAllen, Texas.

ent instance, this entanglement would

be of simple construction where pas-
sage of the river is difficult, hardly
more than a wire fence with an elee-
trical ‘‘tell-tale’’ to warn the neavest
military post that it was broken, and
thus enable the post commander to im-
mediately send, by means of the per-
manent road, an armed party to the
point of interrupted circuit.

The more dangerous points of the
line should be strengthened in propor-
tion to the possibility of raids and a
little, experience would quickly show
the weaker positions which the expend-
iture of a few dollars:could make im-
passable. It requires but little imagin-
ation to see how very simple the prob-
lem becomes when we apply modern
methods, and no attempt is made to
point out other advantages, such as
inereased revenue from customs, a
check on immigration, ete. Observed
from the financial point of view, the
following estimates are given:

SOLDIERING IMPROV-
ING CITIZENSHIP

The Effects of the Discipli-
nary Training on
Border

A LETTER FRON ISSION TIHES

In the past few years it has come to
our notice that the National Guard does
more for its members morally, than it
ever did. The day of rowdyism and
‘“boozing’’ is a thing of the past and
the gnard today, especially that of New
York State, can be classed as one of
the best instructive institutions im exs
istence. TFhe young men are taught the

$120,000,000

Proposed Plan.

Construction of 2,000 miles of entang-

domdnte: @5 s aid Valre $20,000 per mile $40,000,000.

Electrie charging of wires .......:...
$1,000. per man $20.000.000.

20,000 men N. G. U. 8. @..

Saving first year

harmful effect of drinking aleoholie
liquors and the frequenting of ill fame
houses and when this present camp is
at an end the men will have received
a training which eventually, must make

better men and better citizens.
.............. $4,000,000.
about the training of their sons, they
will return to their homes much better
physically and morally than you antiei-
serious drawback to re-

$34,000,000.
$36,000,000.

Mothers sand fathers need not worry |

- Present Plan.

120,000 men N. G, U. 8. @ $1,000 per
Interest @ 4 per cent on Ist. year’s

man ........$$120,000,000.

® Proposed Plan.

20,000 men @ $1,000 per year ....

10 per cent depreciation on cost of road

entanglements ........ P R

Interest @ 4 per cent on 1st year’s expense

Electric charging of wire
Maintainance @ $2,000 per mile . ...

Saving second year
Total saving in two years

The eost of the U, 8. Army is the
same in bhoth cases, and is therefore
womitted. As it is impossible to esti
mate the amount of entanglement ne-
cessary to charge with electric-current,
or cost of same, owing to its loeation,
‘the sum of $4,000,000. per year is al-
Towed in the estimate. It is to be noted
‘that no credit is taken for eivil value
of the permanent road, or for its value
after ten years, nor for scrap value of
entanglement should it become unneces-
sary. There would be an additional cost
for transportation f the border patrol
used in rotation if the service extended
over more than one year, but this
would be more than offset by the cost
of providing full complement of ani-

pated. One
cruiting the National Guard has been
that parents believed that their sons
would become addicted to the use of in.
toxicants if they took ount an enlist-
ment in a militia company.

A IO $4’800’000’$104 800.000.| There has been very little drinking
SHEENEEE L on this particular trip, thanks to Maj.

General O’Ryan and the officers under

VR Sy -+ ... $20,000,000. him.  Cafes are closed to the uniformed
and man and if a soldier is eanght going into
.......... .o .vs $6,000,000. one he is punished for it. At first this
. $3,360,000 order was a little hard on some of the

A PR . $4,060,000. men but time has taken the desire for
oo Re cueas $4,000,000. drink from them. We might cite the
%37,360,000. | case of two men from one of the com-

$87,440,000. | panies in camp. These two men were

$123,440,000. | up to the time of their enlistment, what

might be termed heavy drinkers, but
since leaving home ueither one of them
have taken an intoxicating drink and
these sgme men informed the writer that
they were away from it forever. This
is only one instance and there are hun-
dreds of other such cases throughout
the guard. One of these men has a wife
and seven children at home and that
he joined the National Guard, is a
God-send to that wife and little family,
Each regiment has its chaplain who
looks after-the spiritual welfare of the
men and when he is not engaged in this
kind of work he is staging good clean
entertainments. There is always a Y.
M .C, A, in a camp where writing ma-
terial and good reading matter caa be
found. A
You mothers, fathers, sisters’ and

mals, and transportation of same, de-
preciation of tentage, additional posts
required and many other items under
the present plan.

Note the results—a saving in first
year of $36,000,000 or 30 per cent of
the present cost; if necessary to con-
tinue a second year—a saving of $87;-
440,000. or about 70 per cent, or, a sav-
ing in the two years of $123,440,000. or
over. 50 per cent.

The construction of a military or
semi-military railroad, which would in-
evitably .follow the adoption of the
plan involves Government ownership
and other questions which may well be
left for future consideration.
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brothers at home need not worry about
your relatives who are members of the
gward. The young men are well taken
care of and watched over the same as if
they were at home and when these same
young men return to you, you will bhe
proud of them and glad they were mem-
hers of the National Guard.
W. B. INGLEE

Supply Sergeant, Co. I., 2nd New York.

OFFER WORK TO
GUARDSMEN’S WIVES
The Military Relief Commitfee of
the ‘Anti-Suffrage Association, which
has been giving out plain sewing to
be done at home by wives, mothers
and daughters of National Guardsmen
now on the border, announced yester-
day that it had now on hand work
enough to oeccupy three women all of
next week. The work is plain and
can be done on a sewing machine, and
a mother, with young children can
earn from $1.50 to $2 a day at home.
earn from $1.50 to $2 aday at home.
Members of Guardsmen’s families re-
quiring . the' assistance may call any
morning this week at room 301, 37
West  Thirty-ninth  street.—N.
Times.

CORPUS CHRISTI EXCURSION

Those of our readers who get their
Rattlers in the middle of their ten-day
hike may skip this paragraph until
next week. This is an invitation to go
to Corpus Christi on Saturday next.

A special two-day execursion has been
arranged by the Gulf Coast Lines. The
round-trip fare is $3.50. Mr. H. W,
Pinnick himself, MecAllen agent, will
accompany the party as will also a
cordon of the Military Police,

The special train leaves Mission at
9:30 a. m., MecAllen at 9:50, and Pharr
at 10:00 o’cloeck Saturday. Arrive at
Corpus Christi 4:30 Saturday afternoon
Returning Sunday at 4:00 p. m., the
party will be inside the lines shortly
after taps.

Better plan to go, brother. Ask the
First Sergeant.

EDISON PRESENTS PHONO-
GRAPH TO 71ST. INFANTRY
Thomas A. Edison has presented the
71st regiment with a phonograph and
records. Five representatives of the
Edison phonograph works are in the
regiment and posed for a group pho-
tograph Monday. They are “Captain
Vogel, Lieut. Callahan and Sergt. Cal-
lahan of H Company and all of the
agency staff; Lieut. Warner and Serg-
eant Moss of I Company, the former
being chief of the experimental de-
partment and the latter chief of the
dise mold division.
b

%
. This is a ““dry camp,’’ except when it
rains! .

MEXICO CONFERENCE D
~ SEPTEMBER FOURTH

Secretary Lansing and Mex-
ican Ambassador De-
cides

SESSIONS AT LONE COAST POINT

Word comes from Washington that
Secretary Lansing, after conference
with Eliseo Arredondo, Mexican Am-
bassador-designate, regarding the time
and place of the meeting of the joint
commission of Mexican and Ameriean
representatives who are o consider
plans for adjusting the existing differ-
ences between the two countries, an-
nounced that the commissioners would
meet the week of September 4. The
place will be some point on the New
England coast, but not in Maine. This
has been decided, on account of the ex-
cessive hot weather of the past month,
The exact place of meeting has not been
golected and the above date has mot
been definifely fixed.

The American members of the Com-
mission are Franklin K. Lane, George
Gray and John R. Moft, Mr. Lane is
undoubtedly one of the commanding
figures of the Cabinet, he is a lawyer of

pa
ed

in

marked judicial temperament, His long

service in the Interstate Commerce |}

Commission has given him practice in | it
W

listening patiently and deciding fairly.

_ Judge Gray served with great dis-
tyuetion on the Paris Peace Commission

John R. Mott, is best known by his
labors in many countrigs for the Y. M.
C .A, he is a highly accomplished man
and one who will be able to approach
international questiods with experience
and kepnness. i

The éommission is one which ean not
fail fo satisfy the Carranza Govern-
ment of the earnest wish of the United
States to settle the Mexican question A
honorably and amicably. The seope of i
the Commission’s power will include
the subjects of withdrawal of our sol-
diers and the joint protection of the
Border.. The members of the National
Guard doing duty in the field are very
much interested in having these meet-
ings start so they can learn what the
finish will be, as the outecome has un-
doubtedly a’lot to do with their stay
along the Border.
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DEATHS OF TWO MEMBERS
OF THE 7TH INFANTRY
It is with deep regret that we chron-
icle the death of two of our comrades,
The inevitable corallary of a mobiliza-
tion usually means many deaths among
the troops. To date the record has been
remarkably low in this respect. On
August 22nd First Sgt. Geo. H. Chi-
chester of Co. H. passed away in’ a pri-
vate sanatorium in McAllen where the
regiment had provided the best care

ev
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he:

surface.

body was net to be Ffound.
straight into the mud and discovered,

tled - there,

attended by Brig. Genl

ROWNED BY DIVE
INTO CANAL

Seargeant Artiur Lockwood

of Twelfth Infantry Loses
life While_s_wimming

WAS A WELL KNOWN ATHLETE

Sergeant Arthur Lockwood, of Com-
ny L, Twelfth Regiment, was drown.
while diving in the irrigation canal

near Sharyland at noon on Saturday,
August 26. The entire regrment was

the water at the time, but so thick

were the swimmers that no one noticed
the disappearance of] Sergeant Lock-
wood after he jumped from the bank.
He did not rise again, and it was not
until his company was dressing and his
clothes were found that his absence was
discovered. Capt. John J.
once assembled the men ‘and established
the faet that it was Sergeant Lock-
wood who was missing. Thereupon the
captain, with the best swimmers in the
company
their clothes gn to search for the body.

Dean at

dived into the canal with

Coneluding that it must be in a hole

fourteen feet deep at one point in the
canal, they dived repeatedly for two
hours, but were unable to find trace of

. The water was so mufky that it
as impossible to see while under the

Meanwhile, the regiment had returs-

“ Fant the Sommission of 1808, 1 ed-to camp with the word that a mam
: ormy: 53¢ Court o* kad Heen drowned aad his body Bad.
2 ¥ aena (o s tuot o e e xTivan,
.| tion, The, oast Tisheries | Bobort ‘White, of the Supply Oomplﬂ{,’
Arbitratio famous for Lis water exploits on l‘:o T
Hudson River front, heard of this he

jumped upon a mule and galloped to
Sharyland.
Capt. Dean’s men fairly exhausted, had
come to the conclusion that the body
was not in the hole which they had
been searching. But White was not of
this opinion.
he quickly selected his line of seareh
and plunged in.

By the time he arrived,

Throwing off hir clothes

After approximately
minute under the water he rose, bring-
g the body of Sergeant Lockwood

with him.

White, as much at home in the water
on land, was not deceiv d as the
hers had been by the fact that the
He dug

he expected, that it had already set-
Sergeant Lockwood had
idently dived with unusual foree

from the bank, become stunned and his
body was imbedded in the soft, clay
bottom, But for the timely,
work of Private White, it might soon
have sunk in past recovery.

expert

Special services were held on Sunday
ening by Monsignor Conley, the regi-

mental chaplain, with music by the

th Infantry band, The services were
George R.

Dyer, Col. Gordon Johnston and all the

officers of the regiment.
Sergeant Lockwood, who was a mem-

r of the regiment for twelve years

obtainable.
the following day, Aug. 23rd, on the
Y. | hike, Co. H,, through Capt. Collins, se:
eured permission to wait over and par-
ticipate in the funeral services.

As the regiment

started

The

and had an admirable record, was noted
as a haif-mile runner, under the colors
of the New York Athletie Club. He
leaves three sisters, with whom he lived
at 448 West Fifty-eighth Street, Man-
his

ha
ho

Field Musie volunteered its services.
At about 12:30 p. m. the body was car-
ried out of the Jocal undertakers estab-
lishment, eight sergeants acting as pall-
bearers. The company after present-

On Wednesday,

ttan. to

me.

The body was sent

FOR THE MOVIE FANS
August 30th, the

Cord.

the regiment.

ing arms eseorted the funeral cortege to
the church where appropriate services
were held by the chaplain, Lieut Me-

The body was shipped to New York
for burial.
After the services Co. H. proceeded
to Mission by train, there rejoining
In the death of Sgt.

Amusem Airdome located near the 7th
Infantry camp at MeAllen, will pre-
sent the Triangle Film Corporation’s
five reel production of ‘‘D’Artagnan’’
an adaptation by Thomas H. Ince and
J. G. Hawks of Alexander Dumas’ im-
mortal elassie, ““The Three Muske-
teers.”” Orrin Johnson, the estimable
Broadway star will take the role of

Chichester the regiment loses one of its
ablest non-commissioned officers, a sol-
dier loved by his comrades and held in
high esteem by his officers.

On August 28th Pat Allen Boltmann
of Co. L. died in the newly constructed
Base Hospital.

The regiment and Companies H. and
L. mourn the loss of these men who so
unhesitatingly, and unfalteringly offer-
ed their lives upon the altar of patriot-
ism; and will cherish their names on its
rqll of honor for all time.
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From Artillery Hill famous as the
home of the Wagon Soldiers and being
130 feet high, comes the modest sug-
gestion that The Rattler call the rest
of the Divisions attention to the fact
that our esteemed contemporary The
Philadelphia Record says ‘‘The great
art of war is the Artillerv’’—So we
do it and pause for a reply—whatever
it may be.

en
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of

Life in the army has one advantage.

You can’t get indigestion from eating
breakfast in bed. :

ST e

D’Artagnan,
this notable actor's first appearance on
the screen, it will nevertheless offer
him a romantic part that is helieved

portunities than he has
since he deserted the footlights for the
sereen.
drama in which hairbreadth

Though it will not be

have afforded him more splendid op-
ever enjoyed

For a strong feature photo
eseapes,
follow

ttles, and romantic seenes

close upon each other this offering has
rarely been excelled.

Mz, T. R. Logan, the proprietor and
manager of the Amusem Airdome has
made arrangements to secure the best
pictures available for the boys at Me-
Allen and he has yet to send an audi-

ee home dissatisfied with the show.
You have not yet seen that super-

spectacle and crowning triumph of the
cinematic art, The Birth of a Nation,

if you would like to see it again

speak to Mr. Logan about it. If enough

the men stationed at MecAllen ex-

press a desire to see that wonderful
living drama of the Civil War and Re-
construetion Days, Mr. Logan will ar-
range for its early showing
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