
P A G E ft THE RIO G R A N D E RATTLER 

News Sent In By Our Division Units 
1ST. B A T T A L I O N S I G N A L COUPS. 

"Wire less in alright, but we must 
t u l k ; " but M *• have straight talk. 
The story oa F a g * * of " T h e R a t t l e r " 
for September Gtlu gove just promin-
QII'CO and fa i r service at the terminals, 
but got Its central credit connections 
badly e too*-plunged. Beronnnt -Mne-
Lean, in charge of I 
lay-out. construction i 
McAl l en Camp telcpl 
longs to Company A . . 
Corps, and not to tli 
his activities were a 
columns one week n* 
cords resemble ours, 
was detailed from Headquarters, Com­
panies A and B, of the New York Sig­
nal Corps. The system has 'now been 
completed, &6 that every unit headquar­
ters has an instrument on the l ine ; 
some, who st first wanted none, having 
sinco requested, and obtained, two sta­
tions. The central, in a snug frame 
house within the Signal Corps camp, 
i s run continuously on eight hour 
shifts. (Would-be date makers* arc re­
minded thnt the operator, being on dutv 
theoretical! v at least, wears a pistol at 

officers of the New York Division as 
Senior Instructor of the Army Signal 
School at Leavensworth, Kansas, vistt,-
ed the Signal Battalion on Fr iday , Sep­
tember loth . Major WiMman ia a re­
cognised international authority on rn-
d io-telegraphy. 

whose bat 
Eetaehment 

Major. Wm. II . Steers, M . C , Division 
Sanitary Inspector ,i» a dally visitor, 
and the Signalmen conceal a l l unfriend­
ly germs u n t i l his of f ic ial vis it is over. 
If he finds time, which happens far too 
seldom, we Indues him* to extend his 
visit over cl inking lemonade, for he is 
one of our graduates, having served h i i 
first f ive years in the M i l i t i a with the 
Signal Corps. Therefore we forgive 
him his many peculiar traits and 
searching curiosity. His eyesight is 
st i l l 100-tO, right and left, even with­
out glasses. 

The Kugineers. besides claiming our 
telephone work, have anticipated, with 
their night-burning white lights, an­
other of our ways of delivering the 
goods; flip successful display of our 
Very pis to) signals, in white and green, 
hist Fr iday evening mav satisfy them 

Major Hallahan Informs us, as we go 
to press, that Major Olmsted, the- dis­
tinguished First Assistant Chief of 
Stuff, has, devised a contrivance for 
overcoming that famous " s t a t i c " in 
radio-telegraphy. Said contrivance l i 
gently inserted in a shallow plate or 
dish of suitable material, containing 
the well-known but l itt le used formal­
dehyde and sweetened milk. Major 
Hallahan declined to be quoted for 
publication, but our belief is that he 
thinks Major Olmsted, as it scientist., 
is a vcrv excellent and efficient As­
sistant Chief of Staff . 

Baseball scores, the latest coin-

packs green mules, 
In passing learns the arts of a l l the 

schools f 
Who wrestles wire, shoots juice, eats 

on the run? 
Who totes n pistol, while his foes a 

gunf 
The Signalman. 

A . 8. H . 

1ST. C A V A L R Y . 
Since the appearance of the last 

RATTLER the 1st. Cavalry has moved in 
from Its summer home In the beautiful 
reuses swamp to its winter home In the 
suburbs of McAl len . The new camp 
w.i- toyed out from II. S. army specifi­
cations and la in many respects a great 
improvement. It commands a view of 
almost a mile of cactus of the benutiful 
RIO Grande Valley (Valley ia the Mex­
ican sense—signifying flat a* a pan* 
cake.) 

Our f irst taste of the new site was 
spitted with dust which blew round as 
freely as the mod flowed formerly. 
After that it rained and has been rain­
ing steadily since. For the first time 
in two months we are able to go out­
side daring a rainstorm without rub­
ber boots. 

There is talk of organizing n ma-
liiine gun troop' for each aqundron of 
Cavalry. Whether or not thin troop 
would be divided into three parts, a pla­
toon to be assigned to each troop, is 
not yet known. Tho necessity for more 
machine guns Is being felt constantly. 
It is the general opinion th.it It would 
be beneficial for each troop to have a 
machine gun platoon attached to It 
at all times. In t hi:, way a l l the men 
would become familiar with the opera­
tion of the guns. 

that there 
their own. 

Signal Corps Radio Station 
star Shows be 

Since the camp telephone has been 
tied through with a commercial trunk 
line, long-distance connections have 
been made through our Central for 
talks from New York Ci ty with the 
New York Div is ion , and with local 
representatives of the New York news-

Beyond the l imits of the McAl len 
camp, the telephone construction and 
connect)on has : followed the various 
regimeote i ; : tin i i change of station; 
as. for example. connecting the 69th 
and End ft* Sterl ing 's Hunch with D i ­
vision HeeJfauarter*. 

direct to Headquarter* at Mission, was 
handled fo promptly Hint the local de­
tachment of tho 3rd Cavalry, accom­
panied by: our Signal Corps men, with 
buzzer and telephone, wa* -turned our 
and en the road fur Madera i a exactly 
12 minutes. The flurry q u i r t l down, 
but has EWtalted tu Company I of the 
7th Infantry being sent to Madero; and 
they Imve been connected by telephone 
and telegraph with Mission and thence 
with Division and Regimental Head­
quarters at M c A l l e u . 

The New York Signal Battalion op­
erates nod maintains • stretch of the 
Border line, from Mission to Los Klm-
nos, west of Sam For.tyee, and has this 
twenty m i l * section under constant pa­
tro l , 'under charge of Serj-t. F ly n i l , 

o f t h T iniarr-nleAnett^Hldslgo branch 
of the Border l ine. 

The radio sections under Sergeants 
Upson ami Wadelton, stationed for the 
past three weeks in the interior at 
Sterling's Ranch and Young's Ranch 

Norton's section. This section moved 
to L a Gloria on f5f*i»tt>inber l.'Ith. for 

munique* from the European and Mex­
ican war zone*, and strike, paralysis 
and New London Conference news, are 
now furnished the Camp early each 
evening over Company B ' t buzzer tele­
graph line to the Border, connecting 
with the through River servic. 

Corporal Klger. who has been so­
journing for several days with the 
elect at the Camp Hospital, has been 
returned for duty. His being a case 
of mere tonsilitls. sis stay was not pro­
tracted, but he brings with him talcs 
of lady nurses, egg-nogs, fresh milk, 
poached egg*, beds with springe nt:d 
mattresses, white dishes, end knives 
and forks.. And we are a l l disgusting-

•. I n the meantime, i f a maa is oheerv* 
ed standing in the middle of the rand, 
acting like n ono-nrmcd paper-baoeyr 
chasing a Mexican flea, that wi l l be a 
Signal man attempt lug to perform on* 
duty before another one overtakes aim. 

Our amiable post office superintend < 
cut, and *'collector of gossip*', Berg*. 
Child*, has joined the ranks of wentV 
«»r prophets, for he has fallen down sad­
ly on his latest gist of " i n s i d e " ru­
mours from the post office mi l l . Sergt 
Beat, U s camp assistant io B. F . 1».. 
opine-' thnt the " r e a l goods" is that 
we w i l l leave by the f irst . What 
month, Sergeantf 

Setbeaut Hoi ton, our blond Bnttal 
ion Supply Sergennt, spends his vach 
lion here try ing to make mules, wagon-
mid drivers f i t one .another, besrdei 

operations. Requisitions and lemonmti 
also occupy his •pare time. To his fro 
•jiieiit que tion, " W h i c h one shall I d( 
f i r s t ! " , the answer is always " A l l " 
He fans able foremen, especially Cor­
poral Fox in building, and Private 
Hflight on the water system. 

Troop K , tired of looking through 
the back of their touts at the I troop 
pultin:, have opened up the iieiiHuu by in­
stalling a double row of It foot date 
palms. We await with some anxiety! 
the act loos of L troop. I f this decora­
tive competition becomes keen i t is pos­
sible to conceive of L troop sotting 
themselves up to lofty ooooanut palms 
mid M troop importing u flock of the 
famous Genesee wild oaks. (Fancy 
sowing wild oaks la Hidalgo county! > 
I n thin way we might Wake up some 
morning to f ind ourselves l iv ing in a 
jungle. 

I t is rumored that K troop bought 
their pnlms for $1 per. This is not 
mentioned In a deprecatory spirit but 
merely with the hope that i t may f a l l 
under the eye of a northern florist. • 

There should also be a limit to the 
public building craze, just as there is 
tin attempt being made to limit com­
petition in skyscrapers in the north. 1 
H troop tends of f with a board side-
walk. O troop tehee the buck with a 
Middle house. Tomorrow A or B will 
probably play a new device for painless 
watering of' horses. Who knows but 
wo may live to sec the day of the two 
story marble L a Turremie! 

The 1st. Cavalry figured prominent­
l y in the battle of Edinburg. Just 

object to command respect. There wore 
some very gallaet charges in which a 
number of pedestrian mil it ia almost 
got stepped oa proving the old military 
axiom that it is unwise for even the In­
fantry to go Io sleep in the middle of 
a battlefield.* 

Many of u i at least saw Edinburg, 
the county seat of Hidulgo county. I t 
is :i vhuriuiiig old town of the period of 
1910, consisting of an enormous court 
house, an enormous school, n business 
block, three saloons, three inhabitants 
and miles of beautiful cactus. 

The regiment recently 
shipments of strictly tn 
ear load lots from the f i 
Totton. These hopeful yi 
their varnish st i l l unsen 
Toxhs thorn have been f 
use In the kitchen and si 

They arrived at Me AI 

received * ft 
w rookies In 
story nt Fort 
uugHlcrs with I 
tehod bv the 

nothing ut n i l and tin 
looked as i f they mis 

I that their relnsj 
scompllshed only b 
a some one or o t h i 
of window hum: hi 

general happened along and 

Captain Wm. C. Whiteser, :tiith U. 
B. Infantry, when inspecting the Signal 
Battalion on - September 7th, sent t r i a l 
messages of inquiry to the wireless 
sections a t Young s and Sterl ing 's 
ranches, and the wire stations nt Mis ­
sion and Pharr , and got answers and re-
jiortfl. from till In less than one hour's 
t i n e for the " r o u n d t r i p ' - . 

The work of the ' corps has been 
greatly facil itated by the arrival early 
thin month of the ful l quota of horses 
and pack animals. Now each man is 
individually mounted and can move 
quickly to whichever place he Is moot 
needed, and the table Guard is getting 
its much-needed exercise by the light 
of the moon. The chief nurses under 
" D o c t o r " Holt on are Sergeants f 'nrsey 
and Twining , who are ably assisted by 
Sergeants Frawley and Howe, mid pr i -

Msjur Hallahan «n» given over 1|I« 
study of " P r o p e r Onre of the F e e t " , 
and abandoned bin endeavor to adapt 
the infantry pack to Signal Corps 
needs, by including five miles of wire 
and n 117-pound generator, which oip 
gaged his attention the..first Ave or 
six weeks of our stay iu Texas, in i"nv*of 
of the more bri l l iant , i f elusive, prob­
lem of how to water l a v animals from' 

C a m p T e l e p h o n e E x c h a n g e 
thorn/ ; r and Schutta have 

l i ters office look id­
entic and 84th Street, 
iv to join even the 
and have changed 
from ' ' VanderbUt 
leu, Signal 6 " . The 
indly ask for the lat 
y desire speech with 

to L a < 
with th 

B loft at* 0.00 A . M : on 
45th, for the " R a n c h 

be out on hike three days, 
to lay wire from Sterling 

a, for wire communication 

Major (jemcii.l l», Wlldmsn, Signal 
CorpH, IT. K, A, , well known to maiiy 

and LesselH try 
for social diver­

sions, as their duties as company First 
Sergeants nro strenuous. The Otto 
Bros., Inc., t ry to please .Company A 
In their department store, where they 
dispense good clothing, hardware, gro­
ceries and meats. Their rivals In Com­
pany B. are Sergeants,John Smith and 
Gr i f f in . (Pdv Advt.) 

Believing in universal representa­
tion, our branch submits an additional 
verse for the ballad on, Pago - l , of Num­
ber .:, of " T h e R a t t l e r " : 

Who drills foot, cart and mounted; 

They sleep now In the place where 
we used to hang our rifles and, open 
mouthed, - on k up information like 
sponges droppen into a bath tub. I t 
Is nuts for the boys who are not non 
coins but are never the less bubbling 
over with useful military information. 

A supply troop and a headquarters 
troop have been organised in the regi­
ment. The former under the command 
of Captain Mnckl i i i w i l l take care of 
the more efficient handling and dis­
tribution of supplies and forage. The 1 
Headquarters troop wi l l take euro of a i 
head quarters paper work. This organ­
ization is under the command of Cap­
tain Currie. When fully recruited i t 
wi l l contain 59 nieu, 30 have been de­
tailed for the work up to date. p 

We have been paid again. There m 
a persistency about these pay masters 
which . is monotonous once they • get 
started. . 

D. D. S. 

In Justice 
to Mission! 

TH E R A T T L E R r e c o r d s w i t h g r i e f t h e f a c t t h a t M I S S I O N , 
t h e m o s t h o s p i t a b l e c i t y o f t h e V a l l e y * , n o w c o n t a i n s n o t a 
s i n g l e N e w Y o r k G u a r d s m a n s a v e f o r i t s m o u n t e d g u a r d s . 

T h e w i t h d r a w a l o f t h e N e w Y o r k t r o o p s f r o m M i s s i o n 
m u t t b e l a i d t o e x p e d i e n c y . T h r e e r e g i m e n t s w e r e s u b t r a c t e d 
f r o m t h e d i v i s i o n . I t w a s n e c e s s a r y a n d a d v i s a b l e t o c o n c e n t r a t e 
t h e r e m a i n i n g t r o o p s i n t w o c a m p s . M i s s i o n d r e w t h e u n l u c k y 
b l a n k . 

W e c a n d o l i t t l e t o w a r d c o r r e c t i n g t h e " t y p h o i d " r u m o r s , 
t h e " y e l l o w f e v e r " a n d w o r s e r u m o r s w h i c h , c i r c u l a t i n g o v e r t h e 
c o u n t r y , h a v e d o n e t h e a m b i t i o u s c i t y o f M i s s i o n i n c a l c u l a b l e h a r m . 

B u t w e c a n h e l p M i s s i o n b y a i d i n g i t s s t o r e s t o u n l o a d t h e i r 
s h e l v e s o f g o o d s b o u g h t f o r t h e N e w Y o r k t r a d e — g o o d s m a r k e d a t 
f a i r p r i c e s * — g o o d s w h i c h y o u a n d y o u r f r i e n d s w a n t . 

T H E R A T T L E R u r g e s a l l o f f i c e r s , c o m p a n y s u p p l y s e r ­
g e a n t s a n d i n d i v i d u a l s t o l e n d t h e i r p a t r o n a g e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g 
M i s s i o n s t o r e s : 

H A Y E S - S A M M O N S H A R D W A R E C O . 

P A L A C E O F S W E E T S . M A N S U R ' S G R O C E R Y . 
A R M S T R O N G & S C O T T , H a b e r d a s h e r s . 
F I E L D B R O S . , G r o c e r y . M A N H A T T A N C A F E 
R O Y A L C R E A M P A R L O R . M I S S I O N H O T E L 
C I T Y D R U G S T O R E . M I S S I O N D R U G S T O R E . 

M I S S I O N L U M B E R C O . V A L L E Y M E R C A N T I L E C O . 
M I S S I O N I C E , L I G H T & W A T E R C O . 
H E A T H E M A Y , B o t t l i n g W o r k s . C J . T I L L E R , D r y G o o d s . 

FRED B. BARTON, Business Manager Rio Grande'Rattler 
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IROWNSVILLE 

Find Brownsville, 
Then look along 
Mexican border for 
McAllen # and Mission 

W h a t a n O p p o r t u n i t y ! 
Uncle Sam paid your car fare 2117 miles to get here. Will you 
spend ten dollars to visit Gorpus Ghristi—ten dollars for a swim 
in the Gulf? 

Or a few dollars more to visit San Antonio or Galveston, the 
two famous cities of the Southwest? 
The railroad that is colonizing the Gulf Goast--that runs cleaner 
trains than Phoebe Snow herself rides on—that operates an ex­
tensive freight, express, mail and passenger service without ac­
cident or undue delay--* 

This is the Gulf Coast Lines. Remember us the next time you visit TEXAS* 

G U L F C O A S T L I N E S | 
OIL-BURNING PASSENGER S E R V I C E — N O SMOKE 

J. S. PYEATT, Pres. and Gen. Mgr., Houston 
C. W. STRAIN, Gen. Pss. Agent, Houston 

H. W. PINNICK, Gen. Agent. Passenger Dept., McAllen 

http://th.it

