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S. J . Young, Proprietor 
We deal in all sorts of soft drinks for canteen 
use. Buy here and save die freight. 

O U R S P E C I A t X I E S 

R o o t B e e r 
L e m o n S o d a 
G i n g e r A l e 
O r a n g e S o d a 
C r e a m S o d a 

S t r a w b e r r y a n d a l l o t h e r f l a v o r s - m a d e o n s h o r t o r d e r . 

O u r d a i l y o u t p u t - 1 5 0 c a s e s . 

A PEN PICTURE OF THE MAJOR GENERAL 

R a n k i n - H i l l C o . Inc . 
B r a n c h o f f i c e - M c A U e n 

J u s t a c r o s s t h e t r a c k s a t t h e S t a t i o n 

Our Show Runs Every Day 
3Dom*t Over-Stock Your Exchange or Commissary 
i P h o r t e y o u r w a n t s i n t h e m o r n i n g a n d * r e c e i v e t h e m b e f o r e 

n i g h t b y e x p r e s s o r t h e n e x t d a y b y f r e i g h t 

We have what you want in stock 
O u r s t o r e a n d s t o c k i s o p e n f o r i n s p e c t i o n t o d a y . 

J OUR MOTTO—SERVICE | 
' W A N T E D : B o o k k e e p e r a n d Stenographer , one who can handle Spanish and E n g l i s h . 

i s n * t 
H e l l ! 

E s p e c i a l l y w h e n a s o l d i e r h a s t h i s s w e e t t 

d e l i c i o u s , w h o l e s o m e r a t i o n a s a c h a n g e f r o m 

r e g u l a r C o m p a n y m e s s . 

Grape-Nuts 
i s m a d e f r o m w h o l e w h e a t a n d m a l t e d b a r l e y , l o n g -

b a k e d t o i n c r e a s e d i g e s t i b i l i t y . I t t a s t e s fine w i t h 

a l i t t l e m i l k a n d s u g a r . 

G r a p e - N u t s i s p u t u p i n c a r t o n s s e a l e d i n 

w a x p a p e r t o k e e p m o i s t u r e o u t a n d flavor i n . 

S o l d b y c o m m i s s a r i e s , g r o c e r y s t o r e s , a n d 

s e r v e d i n r e s t a u r a n t s . 

"There's a Reason" for Grape-Nuts 

A F e w F a c t s A b o u t t h e H e a d 

o f t h e N . Y . 

D i v i s i o n 

GENERAL O'RYAN A REAL SOLDIER 

only real newspapers of the world are 
published and the greasiest restaurants 
in the world offer rest, there i« a saying 
that everybody on the staff gets a rest 
but the Editor. 

Office boy may oversleep, cub report­
er may slip away for the week-end and 
the star headquarters man may take 
a day off for the ball game. But the 
city editor's work never lets up. 

Au army is like a big newspaper. 
The further up you go in the organiza­
tion the less freedom the position gives 
you. 

Did you ever consider that perhaps 
you, an enlisted man, have more liberty 
than does the Major-Generalf 

Of course you're a busy men—yes, 
we know that. Of course you are an­
swerable to a lusty voiced corporal, 
and a deep toned sergeant, and a top 
and three commissioned officers, and 
all that. When you make a mistake 
you get hell, and that endj i t . But 
how would you like to have for a boss 
the whole state of New York, the 
whole War Department at Washington, 
and the officers of the Southern De­
partment, including your old friend, 
General Funston first of a l l . 

The men who know the Major-Gen­
eral believe he is the hardest worked 
man in the whole Division. Ask his 
ehauffeur i f you don't believe i t . 

Before a single troop or company 
left camp on a hike, the Commanding 
General followed over the proposed 
line of march, studying out camp sites 
and noting water supplies and that 
sort of thing. 

You didn't know that the Command­
ing General fqllowed every day's march 
of your hike, that he directs practical­
ly everything in your day's program 
and sees that you get your three square 
meals a day—or sees that somebody 
else sees that you do, which amounts 
to the same thing. 

New York is the only State capable 
of placing an entire division of 22,000 
men in the field. W i t h Pennsylvania, 
i t ' s the only state allowed to have a 
Ma j or-G enernl. 

To gain this post, Major-General 
O 'Ryan has worked up through every 
stage of the ladder, beginning with a 
term as a private in the 7th Infantry 
for three years, ending November 22nd 
1900. He was then 26 years old. _ j 

On that date he was transferred to 
I the 2nd Battery as 2nd Lieutenant, be­
coming 1st Lieutenant four years later, 
and Captain of the 1st Battery three 
years after that. On January 1st, 1911 
he was appointed'. Aide de Camp to the 
Governor. The following year he be­
came Major in the 2nd Battalion of 
the Field Arti l lery, His appointment 
as Major-General of the N . Y . Division 
was accepted May 1st, 1912. 

Perhaps some of those names look a 
l itt le unfamiliar to you now, and they 
should. Not only the names but the 
organization and .lature of many 
New York ' s deMehmems have been 
entirely remolded d - i ing the term of 
the present Division Command G 

In 1914 General O'Ryan completed a 
course in the TJ. S. Army War College 
which training puts him on a plane 
with the Major Generals commanding 
divisions of the regular army. He has 
a further advantage over other officers 
of this rank because he is only 42 
years old and is just entering his ca­
reer of real usefulness to his country. 

Your Commanding Officer or any 
newspaper man can tell you how the 
Major-General gradually lifted up tho 
tone of one organization or another, 
bringing the whole up to a military 
efficiency. He has insisted upon a 
course of military instruction for a l l 
officers of the Division, because a poor­
ly trained -captain or major is a risk 
and a detriment to the service. 

At the outset he determined to de­
vote all his time* to the work of the 
National Guard, In so doing he sac­
rificed a first rate lawyer's practice to 
go into a profession which was not 
entirely popular through the state or 
country. For the National Guard as 
you know it has only* recently come 

i out of its days when i t was either a 
kid-gloved and useless organization or 

) a free-for-all drinking club, as the case 
might be. Neither the newspapers nor 
the parents nor the country at large 
ever gave the National Guard much 
thought or support, and any steps of 
progress had to be fought in a painful, 
deliberate way. 

But this is not an obituary, nor will 
it be for a good forty years to come. 
Let ' s take the General as he is down 
here on the Border, where he holds in 
his hand the immediate welfare of 
15,000 men, a large proportion of whom 
are recent recruits and never entered 
a military camp until they reached Tex-

News Sent in by O u r Division UnitsJ 

In the first place, Major-General 
I O'Ryan is every inch a soldier. His 
shoulders are firmly set. His eye is 
keen and holds yours, not as an officer 
talking to an inferior, but as one man 
in the service talking to another man. 
The General's uniform is immaculate. 
Note this little fact, that when General 
O'Ryan orders you to flatten out the 
brim of your hat, his hat is pressed 
flat too. 

Taking a larger and more important 
instance, there's that rule against 
drinking. Some commanding officers 
might have made such a rule for the 
enlisted men only and left the officers 
immune. Not so General O'Ryan. He 
made that rule for the good of the ser­
vice, and through the whole Texas cam­
paign he and his staff have faithfully 
abstained from liquor. 

It is safe to say that this single rule 
against booze has done more to bring 
recruits into the Guard, to ease the 
minds of worrying mothers back in 
New York and to maintain the health 
and welfare of the men on the Border 
than any one act ever did. 

7 T H I N F A N T R Y . 
During the past week the entire regi­

ment, one battalion at a time, visited 
the new rifle range at L a Gloria and 
engaged in two days of target practice 
there. The 1st Battalion left camp last 
Wednesday morning and after two days 
hiking on the road encamped the sec* 
ond night in a field near the range. 
They were followed on Friday by the 
2nd Battalion and on Sunday by the 
3rd. 

The officers and men found the range 
to be admirably constructed for the 
working out of practical field prob­
lems and all displayed great interest 
and enthusiasm in the work. Here un­
der conditions that approximated war­
fare, the 7th had an opportunity of 
proving that its former shooting rec­
ords, made on the conventional state 
range at Peekskill , were not the result 
of chance for under the rules on this 
new range, where distances are not 
given but must be figured out by the 
officers while on the field, the regiment 
made an enviable record. It is to be 
hoped that in some future issue of the 
Battler the scores of each regiment 
visiting the range wi l l be printed. The 
7th has nothing to fear from such pub­
licity. 

It was a great treat for the men, af­
ter several weeks of inaction at camp, 
to skirmish across a cactus field where 
the presence of the enemy was not sim­
ulated but was indicated by 'life size 
silhouette targets that bobbed up in 
the most unexpected places. This was 
not the old wearisome game of " L e t ' s 
pretend" that the boys have played day 
i n and day out for with ball-cartridges 
in the magazine a man got some satis­
faction out of crawling through the 
brush and shooting the suddenly up­
raised target right through its heart. 
May we have a lot more of Major Wat­
erbury's game! Training that counts 
for something can be gained at L a 
Gloria range. 

.Company C, which returned several 
days ago from Border patrol passed 
three stirring nights at Madero. A 
few excitable citizens of Mission be­
lieving that a raid was being contem­
plated with that section as its arena, 
called upon Division Headquarters for 
protection. A few troops of Cavalry 
to print that the boys of Company G 
at Madero was warned to keep an es­
pecial sharp lookout in case any trouble 
did develop. 

As a result the boys stood continuous 
guard for three days. If any man 
slept over two hours at a stretch during 
that period it was only by blessed ac­
cident for let your Guardsman suspect 
that "something might be s t i r r ing" 
and he wi l l gladly sit up night's wait­
ing for it. We wouldn't go so far as 
in print that the boys of Company 0 
were praying for trouble but we wi l l 
say that had it come it would have 
found them prepared to meet i t . 

Go. 1,1 jealous of the social successes 
of the 7th's Ancient Order of Mule-
Skinners and. Donkey-Dr-ivcrs, gave a 
dance of'their own last Thursday night 
in the K . of P. hall, Main street, Me­
Allen—the scene of the Muleteer is ball. 
Co. I 's affair was class clear through 
and was attended by all the debutantes 
and matrons of McAIlen's .400. The 
light fanastic was tastefully tripped 
long after " t a p s " and although the 
hours of closing might be esteemed 
but the beginning of the evening at 
the Ziegfield Frolic or Montmartre it 
was McAllen 's latest yet. 

With all the other companies follow­
ing suit, now that the Picket Preciosos 
and I Co., have lead off, the winter sea­
son at the social capital of the Magic 
Valley promises to be a gay one. Per­
haps i f the politics of the govt, are not 
overwhelmingly changed on Nov. 7th, 
we w i l l have our pre-Lcnten dinner 
dances and June weddings in Texas a 
well. Should such a fatal contingenc 
arise it is to be hoped that the Bar 
nard Brigade and the Vassar Vanquish 
ers are mobilized and shipped to the 
Border. There aren't enough Red 
Cross nurses in the country to 
'round, anyway. 

The arrival of a startlingly realist 
substitute for the banished brew at the 
regimental canteen, caused something 
approaching a sensation in camp. In 
deed i t seemed too good to be true and 
after sampling it and finding it almost 
like the real stuff progressive mess ser 
geants made i t part of the bi l l of fare 
But alack, alas, the surprising resemb 
lance was also noticed at Division 
Headquarters and just as Doe Mintner 
was filling out order blanks for a thous 
and cases the expected happened in the 
way of a general order. The baleful 
beverage was banned irrevocably 
Caramba! 

After a few dormant days rumors 
that had been buried down by the 
pick"t lines came to life and pushed 
their heads up from the ground, almost 
frightening the mules' nurses into fits. 
But the rumors, nothing daunted, re­
fused to stay dead and headed by old 
General Rumor himself, who had been 
buried for two weeks at least, they 
formed ranks and marched boldly 
through the company streets, forty sec­
onds between each rumor.The entire 
regiment capitutated and received the 
banished host back again with open 
arms. And Rumor hath it they wil l 
never be buried en masse again, because 
the orders are winging fast seventh-
ward. We pause for a reply. 

22ND E N G I N E E R S 
Companies H and D are on detached 

service at Sam Fordyce and Los Eba-
nos. 

Company F , under command of Capt. 
Johnson at Bam Fordyce has been re­
ceiving pontons and hauling them to 
Los Ebanos about two miles distant. 

Company D, .under command of Capt. 
Snyder is located at Los Ebanos where 
the pontons have been launched in a 
resaca of the Bio Grande. Major Hum­
phreys of the- Second Battalion makes 
his headquarters here. 

Los Ebanos is a typical Mexican v i l ­
lage directly on the Border. The men 
are camped in an open square directly 
in front of the village church, a very 
picturesque location. The Bio Grande 
is only five minutes walk from the 
tents and a Carrancista camp is lo­
cated just across the river. The bath­
ing facilities afforded by the resaca 
are greatly appreciated by the boys. 

In addition to their other duties they 
have earned the gratitude of the v i l ­
lagers by putting the village pump i n 
commission and improving the approach 
to the ferry which crosses the Rio 
Grande at this point. The Regiment 
is justly proud of the impression made 
upon this community by Companies D 
and F . The villagers all have relatives 
or friends on the Mexican side of the 
river and their accounts of the morale 
of our men cannot fai l to make a favor­
able impression. 

Capt. H . C. Woodward, Co B, is 
spending a ten-day leave at Corpus 
Christi, recuperating from a slight in­
disposition. , 

Major J . Humphreys, 1st Battalion, 
has returned from a five-day leave. 
Mrs. Humphreys accompanied him 
from New Orleans. 

Capt. J . J . Daly, E Co., has been as­
signed to Headquarters as Engineei 
Officer. Lieut. Percy E . Barbour is in 
command of the company. 

Chaplain Fel l has returned from a 
trip to the Engineer Companies at Sam 
Fordyce and Los Ebanos. He wi l l con* 
tinue to spend alternate Sundays there; 
the others in camp at MeAllen. 

Capt. Chas Dieges formerly com­
manding officer of F Co., has returned 
from his New York leave and has been 
attached to E Co. 

Lieut. Percy E . Barbour, E Co., has 
returned from his tour through Arizona 
and the Grand Canyon with the Ameri­
can Institute of Mining Engineers. 
Back to the stenches for Christmas. 

Capt. E . F. Robinson, Topographical 
Officer of the 22nd Engineers has been 
detailed to Jacksonville, Florida, for 
the National Rifle Shoot. He wil l be 
gone three weeks. 

Forty six new recruits came to the 
regiment during the week. Each com­
pany now has a strength of 120. 

Lieut. Palmer, commanding C Co., and 
30 men have returned to L a Gloria to 
take charge of the range and to remain 
until the rifle practice is completed./ , 

go 

Do a little thinking, brother, i f you 
object to that no-drinking rule. Be 
glad that you are living clean down 
here on the Horder instead of other­
wise. My own mother wrote to Gen­
eral O'Ryan to thank him for malting 
that rule, and hundreds of other moth­
ers have done the same thing. 

You are helping to make history for 
the state and the country down here, 
whether you do any fighting or not. 
You are making it an honor to be a 
National Guardsman, so that the dusty 
olive drab uniform of a private wil l 
be as much respected on your home 
streets as the decorated blouse of the 
officers. 

You are part of our country's de­
fenses. It may be some satisfaction 
to you to know that the Commanding 
General, before he goes to bed each 
night, looks over a report from your 
Commanding Officer and reports to 
Washington, " so many men sick, so 
many men on leave or furlough, so 
many men f it for duty. ' ' And you are 
one of the ones he looks after. 

On Wednesday night September 27, 
E Co. had a social gathering in their 
mess hall. Any one that could scrape 
up 10c to swell along the fund did so, 
and Mess Sergeant Bil ly K i n g used 
the funds so judiciously that we had a 
banquet fit for a K i n g . 

Each and every man whether he con­
tributed 10c or not received two help­
ings of peach ice cream, all the chicken 
he could eat, fruit pudding, and im­
ported ginger ale. Along with all this 
there was a first class vaudeville show. 

Sergeant Joe Cormier was the Master 
of Ceremonies', and the show he offered 
would do credit to any Class A . Vaude­
ville house. 

Frank Dunn who recently entered in­
to the hall of fame by pitching a no-
hit game, demonstrated that he can 
sing as well as pitch. He offered for 
approval the song that Ernest Bal l 
made famous "Mother Machree," and 
the way he sang it made a tremendous 
impression upon the boys. Dunn also 
sang a duet with Warren Vi l la rd, en­
titled Dixie Land, the parody on same 
being composed'by them. 

Regimental Q. M . Sergeant Hoyt and 
Bil ly McDonald gave some very enter­
taining monologues. Both of them 
being able to hold any audience and 
when they tell a joke you don't have to 
go looking to find the point. 

Henri Hawkins did a buck and wing 
dance and the way he threw his legs 
around its lucky for the audience that 
they, were at a safe distance. 

Sergeant Thomas F. Burke 'sang a 
comical Irish song entitled the lakes 
of Cahl F i n and before he was done he 
had the dutehmen speaking Irish. 

McCoy and Barry, two head-liners 
from D Co., offered their services want-
ng to fight any man in the house. 

The P. K . D. Q. Quartette, consisting 
of Murphy, Halflin, Harley and Sch­
midt went very good, and old B i l l y 
King.also helped entertain with an old 
" ne song he sang in the days of '98. 

Private Curieo rendered a • pleasing 
Swiss yodle and on an encore saug 
The Daughters of Mefher Machree. 

Call to quarter,* mfaitunately ujiset 
our program and we had to discontinue. 

Horseshoer Blankfelt surprised hiin-
i elf and the company when he shod a 
mule the other day , he has been trying 
since we came down and was unsuc­
cessful. He tied the mule up so he 
could not budge, and then managed to 
shoe him. 

Corporal Frank meant to ride the 
mule back to the corral but the new 
shoes must have made him mad for 
poor Marty got a fall he wil l not soon 
forget. 

W A N T E D : A live correspondent in 
the 69th Infantry who will send in some 
samples of Irish humor every week. 

What's the use of writing it all in 
your letters when it is printed in the 
Rattler 1 One cent earries it back to 
New York—or Tennessee. 

I f you like the Rattler, tell 
you don't, keep it to yourself. 


