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RIVER PATROL DUTY
BY SIXTH DIVISION

Thirty-three Per Cent of All
Regiments Now Doing
Border Duty.

BATTALIONS RELIEVED EVERY WEEK

As a part of the program of actual
patrol duty and the guarding of the
Rio Grande to prevent crossings, the
Division Commander has issued a new
order concerning detached posts along
the river and in contiguous sectors..
Two sectors have been added to the
territory under the control of the 6th
Division and the detached posts are in-
creased from two companies fo a bat-
talion, each relief doing duty for ome
week before being replaced by a separ-
ate battalion from the same regiment.
Th significant paragraphs of the Gen-
eral order as issued from Division
Headquarters, follows.

Headgquarters Sixth Division,
MeAllen, Texas, Nov. 1, 1916.

General Orders No. 46.

On November 3rd, the line of de-
tached posts established along the
Military Road from MADERO to
SAN JUAN HACIENDA by G. O, 37
these Headquarters, October 14, 1916,
will be extended on the west one mile
east of PENITAS, and on the east to
LA DONNA CANAL. Total length of
road ecovered as line of registance
about 28 miles, and of river fromt, as
line of observation, about 52 miles.

The river front is divided into
eight sectors, a squadron of ecavalry
and a battalion from each infantry
regiment in the 1st and 3rd Brigades
ig detailed for the duty.

Eaceh Brigade Commander will ar-
range so that the Machine Gun Com-
pany of one of his regiments is con-
stantly on or near the line of resist-
ance, In case one regiment is tempor-
arily detached for combat exercises or
other duty, he will eover his three see-
tors with the two remaining battalions.

Each command will march to and
from its post as though in the pres-
ence of an enemy. Marech, camp and
outpost orders will be issued.

Each Commanding Officer, upon ar-
riving at his-station will get in touch
with the commanders of adjoining sta-
tions. Brigade Commanders will decide
all questions of jurisdietion in their
own commands and will refer other
such questions to these Headquarters.

The Commanding Officer in each
sector will suitably locate his com-
mand in one or more detached posts
along the line of resistance.

Hach seetor commander will estab-
lish an outpost formation that will ef-
fectively and appropriately cover his
éntire sector by suitable outguards and
patrols by day and night. Advantage
will be taken by every opportu to
ol

give his command as much instruction
and training as possible. He will im-
press upon them the faet that their
work, while on these duties, is essen-
tially practical and that the situation
is real and not assumed.

Each sector commander will require
the officers and enlisted men of his
command to learn a few words of
Spanish. A small English-Spanish vo-
cvabulary will be found in the ‘‘Man-
ual of Non-commissioned Officers and
Privates of Infantry of the Organized
Militia and Volunteers of the United
States,’’ pages 252-261. There are nu-
merous other small books available for
acquiring an elementary knowledge of
Spanish. The following are given as
necessary for sentinels:

HNGLISH: Halt! Who goes there?

SPANISH: Alto! Quien vive?

PRONUNCIATION: AHL-to.
AIN-VEE-veh.

All erossings of the RIO GRANDE
RIVER along our line of observation
are now illegal, except at the HIDAL-
GO IMMIGRATION CROSSING. Each
detashed post commander will prevent
illegal ecrossings or traffic within his
seetor. Any person arrested will be
sent at once to the immigration au-
thorities at HIDALGO by suitable
transportation or by being turned over
to successive commanding officers en
route. Prisoners will be treated eour-
teously and kindly.

Each morning the river bank will
be carefully examined for evidence of
erossing,

Kee-

Fords and crossings will be under
constant observation. All roads and
trails leading to the river will be cov:
ered.

Bach sector commander will provide
himself with a good map of his own
sector and contiguous country. Im-
mediately upon taking station he will
have a sketeh (seale 6in to 1 mi) made
of that portion of his sector one-half
mile north or east of the MILITARY
ROAD to the RIO GRANDE RIVER
and clearly indicating thereon all out-
guards, regular patrols and other dis-
positions.

Detached post and sector command-
ers will keep a diary showing in detail
the dispositions made, the number and
kind of patrols, information received
and in general containing a record of
all matters of military value.

In case of an attack by a small hos-
tile foree, each regiment will support
its own line and adjoining posts will
support each other. In case of any
large movement these Headquarters
will have sufficient advance notice to
give the necessary orders.

Each detached post commander and
each sector commander, upon being re-
lieved, will explain his sketeh = and
diary to his suceessor, and will trans-
mit to him all erders and information
pertaining to the station. Upon join-
ing his regiment, he will forward his
sketch and a detailed written report
¢ompiled from his diary, to these
Headquarters, through channels.

The troops in each sector will be re-
lieved weekly in such rotation as will
insure an equal distribution of this
class of duties among the organiza-

 tions of each regiment, or arm.

All questions involving equipment to
be used, rental of camp sites, fuel,
water, transportation, supply and med-
ical attendance will be handied by the
regimental commanders.

Regimental commanders Wlll 580
that suitable defenses are prepared
along their respective lines, that the
works are of appropriate character and
a8 progressive in eonstruction as prac-
ticable, so that each relief will have
its proportionate share of work, and
in this conneetion, the troops will be
instructed in the making of gabions,
fascines, hurdles, and other revetting
material, as deseribed in the Ingineer
Iield Manual, pages 371 to 376. The
outguards will also be given practical
field instruction in entrenching their
positions. See Infantry Drill Regula-
tions, paragraphs 584 to 593,

Each regimental and organization
commander will send to these Head-
quarters, at least 24 hours in advance
of a change, the designation of his
new outpost detail, with the name of
its ecommander.

To make compliance with the fore-
going more practicable, par. 3,G. O.
37 is amended to read as follows: The
two companies at each detached post
on November 2nd may remain until re-
lieved by operation of this order.

Brigade and Regimental command-
ers will make at least one careful in-
speetion of each battalion or detach-
ment during its tour of outpost duty.

The entire ecommand is reminded
that many -inhabitants of the Border
are unaequainted with the English
language and no one should bhe fired
upon unless clearly identified as an
enemy. (‘ommdnrhuu officers are
strictly enjoined to “take every pre-
caution to prevent aecidents which
may result from excess zeal, over
wrought imagination, or. partial
identification. In this connection
troops are cautioned that at night ordi-
nary objects are frequently dlstortea
in appearance, floating logs and stumps
of trees resembling lma'm. men, ete. An
animate objeet failing to halt or an-
swer when olm]!enwui may prove to
be an animal.

The Commanding Officer of the Sig-
nal Battalion will arrange for the com-
munication of the detached posts with
each other and with regimental, brig-
ade and division heodquarters.

The Commanding Officer, 22nd New
York Engineers is charged with keep-
ing all conneeting roads in econdition
for quick movements; he will fre-
quently inspect the defences and make
recommendations to the detached post
commanders in case he considers any
changes in construetion of plang ad-
visable. He will add to the progressive
military map the data submitted by
the various detachments.

The Division Surgeon will see that
all proper sanitary precautions are
taken at the various detached posts,
and will have one ambulance for emer-
geney service stationed at each of the
headquarters of the OJO DE AGUA,
HIDALGO and SAN JUAN HACIEN-
DA SECTORS. The ambulance person-
nel will be subsisted with the organiza-
tions at the stations to which attach-
ed.

The Commanding General, Artillery
Brigade, will prepare data for prompt-
ly covering the various crossings along
the line of observation and for sup-
porting the defense of any sector that
may be threatened with attaeck.

Commanding Officers of organiza-
tions may modify the requirements as
to periods of instruetion in Training
Memorandum of October 27th so that
the course preseribed therein will be
interfered with as little as possible.

By command of Major-General
O ’'Ryan.

H. H. BANDHOLTZ,
Colonel, Chief of Staff.

Official. Franklin W. Ward,
Major, Asst. Chf. of Staff, Act.
Adjutant.

P8I UPSILON HOLDS
BORDER REUNION

Last Wednesday evening was a live-
ly night for Pharr, Texas. Accustom-
ed as they are to guardsmen’s demon-
strations and formerly to bandit raids,
perhaps the inhabitants might have
become more or less sophisticated but
the members of the Psi Upsilon Fra-
ternity who gathered there on that
eventful night, taught the natives
somthing new in the way of glee sing-
ing and ‘‘toasting the owl.”’

The time—hallowed songs of this
venerable college fraternity were prob-
ably never sung with more spirit and
affection or in such strange surround-

ings. Within a few miles of Mexico
‘‘Come Brothers, and a Song We’ll
Sing’’ boomed out, upon the stilly

night as it had never resounded in any
luxuricus echapter-house up north and
‘“The Shrine Song’’ earried its poig-
nant message to the coyotes and the
Mexicans.

Around the long table in the Pharr
Hotel thirty-five bearers of the Dia-
mond ate and sang and toasted in
“Psi U Beer’’ (merely a euphonious
and figurative expression) the owl, the
garnet and gold, and the absent broth-
ers.

In song and story were their college
and fraternity days brought back to
these men in khaki who pledged anew
their fealty to the brotherhood. They
had gathered there from various regi-
ment® in the New York Division and
also from the Minnegotta regiment at
Llano Grande, which
quota of three privates and two lieu-
tenants. y

But army ranks were forgotten in
the'‘ feast of reason and flowthe soul?’
and shoulder straps rubhed against
chevrens and plain O. D. sleeves in
a true fraternal gathering.

Later on in the month on Founder’s:

Day, a larger banquet is planned which
will probably be attended by every
member of the fraternity, now serving:
the colors along the: Rio Grande.

-TTH INFANTRY

On Monday morning, Oectober 30th,,
there sounded commanding officers call
followed by double time. The usual
cries of ‘‘We're going home.’’ greeted:
this call. A conference of a few min-

uteg and unusual aetiyity could ke

contributed its:

noted thromghout the entire camp. Quick
er than it takes to write these words
the entirer regiment followed by
the regimental wagon train could be
gseen slowly winding its way over the

flat plain surrounding our O. D. con-
fines. The men wore full equipment
and the' entire movement smacked of
one of extreme military importance.
About ona:hour later other units of the
brigade could be seen moving off like-
wise, although it later turned out that
| these units had received orders to more
coincident, with the Seventh. This regi-
ment beat all the other units in line,
and was the only one that moved out
of its regimental streets fully equipped
to a man. The record is one to boast
of and. be proud of. Four months of
service: at’ the Border, have rendered
preparation for a movement such as
last Monday, purely mechanical, all de-
partments. eo-operate, and efficiency
has become, as always, our slogan.

Regiments may return to New York
and boast of Border service they have
dome, of daring deeds on the banks of
the Rio-Grande, and other places, such
as the imagination may conceive. It
remains, however, for the Seventh In-
fantry; as' represented on the Border
by Co: A and details from Co. B, to
eft'gct thie first real capture of a paltv
of Mexicans crossing the Rio Grande,
a short’distance above the outpost upon
an improvised raft. The party was
first discovered crossing at 11:30 p. m.
the evening of Oectober 3lst by an out-
post about 2% miles above Madero.
The shrill whistle signals of the sentry
brought forth the entire outpost com-
posed of companies A and B. The

varty was at once apprehended,
seavched, and conveved to the authori-
ties at Hidalgo. The medical officer at
this town, refused to pass two of the
party, and after a close examination of
the prisoners three were released and
zllowed to enter. This eapture demon-
strated the conseientious manner in
which our outposts undertake their
duties and earry out the trust imposed
upon them when in the exercise of
office.

Besides capturing prisoners, versa-
tility was also shown in the preecise
manner in whieh the tent floors, with
sides attached were moved out into
the company streets on Nov. 1st. All
were removed in exactly one half hour.
Some moved the floors with the tents
attached. Important diseoveries were
made when these floors left the founda-
tions they had oceupied for over five
weeks, and the secret recesses existing
between the floors and ground were
exposed to the glaring sunlight. There
were several peeuliar looking bottles
under the floor of one tent. They were-
n’t White Roek, Bevo, or Peruna. One
must think of G. O. 7 in these times.

In New York, the town of our nativ-
ity, they are having house parties, this
time of year. The furniture, covers
are off, the moth bhalls out of the over-
coats, and the card tray duly polished.
Here in MeAllen, we gave as near a
house party as our fireside permitted.
On Nov. 3rd last, we entertained as our
distinguished guests our old Friends
and near neighbors, the 69th Regiment.
The Seventh was received in the after-

|

noon by Col. Haskell jhis staff officers
and sergeants. After the review, the
officers of the 69th were escorted to
the officers mess, and the non-commis-
sioned officers marched down the Regi-
mental street, following the field music
where the non-commissioned officers of
the Seventh Regiment met them and
proceeded to entertain in their respec-
tive company streets. In the evening,
all repaired to the platform rigged up
in the rear of the Chaplains tent, where
an excellent performance was enjoyed
as the result of the co-operation of the
talent of hoth eompanies. Col. Fiske’s
address ef welecome wherein he told of
the long existing friendship and com-
mon ideals of both military organiza-
tions, and his high praise for their

common ideals evoked mueh euthusias- -

tie applause. . The ensuing programme
was one of celtic humor and brillliancy

The past week has been one of ex-
treme originality as far as drills are
concerned. The mornings have been
spent in estimating ranges for effective
rifle fire. A target is outlined and
problem is to estimate the distance of
this object in yards. The work has
been interesting, since estimating dis-
tanee in this flat terrain has brought
forth many new problems in range find-
ing.

Lit. Von Roeder has so far recovered
from the injury ‘to his leg, that he has
undertaken a trip to Madero to cure
all manner of ills which may arise at
this outpost. The Third Battalion
composed of companies J. K. L & M.
departed for Madero on Nov. 4th to
relieve . the two ecompanies there on
Border duty, and to inerease further
the number of outposts all readyestab-
lished at this place.

Lt. Clark of the Third Company has
departed for New York on a 30 day
leave of absence. Capt. Lueas, has
likewise. departed on a 30 day leave of
absence.

The Seventli Regiment Glee Club is
now actively rehearsing for its first
concert, and from the number of men
attending and range of wvoices, it is
expécted that a very fine organization
will be developed.. All men interested
should attend the rehearsals which are
announced at the company formations.

The Regimental baseball team added
again to its laurels on Nov. 5th last,

when it defeated a team from Squadron

A. Pvt, Canningham of Co. B received
a broken finger in the game and was
compelled to retire before the game
was quite finished.

The . Dansant recently held at the
armory by the Ladies Auxillary was a
decided shecess, and one of the events
of the affair was a telegram from Mae-
Allen by Col. Fiske, expressing his
warm appreciation for the unselfish de-

votion of this organization to a worthy-

cause. The armory was literally, jam-
med to the doors, and its financial 'sue-
cess exceeded the greatest expeetations.
Former Capt. White visited the regi-
mental camp last week, and his civi-
lian, dress topped off with a,
hat and Tth Regiment hat band was
the first seen by us in four months.

Next Week—a speeial eartopn. by
fieut. Gorden Grant.

‘m

mmm m
) RS e TR RS IRV RTRFTS SRR MR SRR IR IR

L

v

e bl

Border:



