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INDIVIDUAL SERVICE 
There is no notion that a private soldier can cherish which is 

so erroneous and misleading as the idea that there is no opportunity 
or scope for individual-1 success in an organization as large as the 
N. Y. Division. 

The sooner tlip, private1 soldier can see that the key to ad­
vancement in the military establishment, like any other human oc­
cupation, is simple loyal service, the sooner the private soldier, and 
every other soldier, will begin to advance. 

The largest civil corporations learned this long ago, and 
every individual now forging ahead of his pack is well aware of it. 
Of course there are some both in civil and military life who belong 
to that lucky few who know that they can command success—but 
as most of us, like sempronious, only deserve it, it is wiser and a bit 
more becoming to set out diligently to work for it along the lines 
laid down by those whose' endeavors have been successful. 

In other words .there are some soldiers, and some men in civil 
life, who have achieved success, without perhaps paying adequate 
attention to the principle of affording ample loyalty and satisfaction 
to those with whom they^deal, but none has clung long at the top 
without recognition of the cardinal principle of delivering loyalty, 
J>dr play and satisfaction witli every consignment of goods. 

Wherever one sees big business today, one finds the able men 
at the top devoting their energies to the effort of doing their work 
well. The large enterprises base their hopes of growth upon their 
ability to give the public more and better for its money than could 
any rival; and the graces of courtesy, of fairness and of appreciation 
are cultivated with unremitting earnestness. • 

It is in this fact that the opportunity of the individual soldier 
lies, for^it is within his power to make sure that satisfaction is com­
plete;-anuVclinch -the appreciation of his superior with each order he 
receives. From top to bottom of our military structure, despite all 
its vastne'ss of numbers'1 arid-the intricacy of all the apparatus we 
have contrived, the- human factor—the individual personality in 
contact with other individuals—still hold the reins of power. 

Soldiers, particularly U. S. Soldiers, are lucky in their op­
portunity for advancement, which has never before been so easy of 
accomplishment, if they will but realize that individual loyalty, ser­
vice and satisfaction are bound to spell success and advancement. 

GUARD SERVICE UNDER FEDERAL LAW. 
Under the Federal law which makes the National Guard a 

wing of the regular army of the United States, National Guardsmen 
are virtually surrounded with all the impediments to a discharge 
irom service" that are incidental to getting a discharge from the regu­
lar army. Formerly discharges were comparatively easy and applica­
tion in most cases were equivalent of asurance that it would be 
granted. 

However, under the new law^althongh authority to grant dis­
charges from active service", transfers to other National Guard or­
ganizations within the state, and the granting of a_ furlough to 
the reserves, is still held by the state according to a ruling made 
under the new law, and not by the war department of the United 
States, the state only grants applications for any of the changes in 
status enumerated after the'm6sl_thorough. inquiry into conditions 
end then* in comparatively few cases. Application is made in all 
cases now, direct to the Adjutant General's office^ 

Further, under the,new law, every guardsman must at all 
times give information as to his probable whereabouts, that in the 
event-necessity arises for quick mobilization, orders may be issued 
and received with a minimum of delay, lu a general way this con­
dition was imposed on National Guardsmen before passage of the 
Federal law, but under the new act there has been a tightening in 
control in all phases of the service. 

PROM A E E W YORK NEWSPAPER 
" I t is a fact that all our National Guardsmen on the frontier 

have performed their tasks in a very creditable manner. A large 
majority of them have developed soldierlike qualities.'' 

Right 1 But very mild. » 

The more the thinking people review the subject of universal 
military training as a solution of American defense the more popular 
it seems to grow. It looks, now, as though the real milk in the 
cocoanut was just what form of military training the universal 
system could adopt. 

Don't forget the Incinerator's advice of a few weeks ago 
Do your Christmas thinking early." 

The hens should be disciplined—they seem to be laying for 
higher prices! vfl i f&P 

The hay crops along the railroad tracks have been harvested. 
Next! 

It's surely magic weather in the Magic Valley. 

W H A T I D R E A M E D L A S T NIGHT, 

Yesterday afternoon I was sick in 
quarters, out of sorts, glum. I groused 
around, cursed out the Army, Texas, 
Mexico and Mexicans, cactus, hikes, 
dr i l l , rifle practice, the heat, the Cap­
tain—and, and everything. Then my 
thoughts reverted to home. How at­
tractive i t seemed. New York with its 
wonderful activities, its street sounds, 
its busy offices, stores and shops. I 
wondered what the folks at home were 
doing at the moment. I pictured the 
place where I worked, everything so 
familinr—tho boss, the fellows who 
worked with me, and things that kept 
us busy. Gosh, what fine fellows they 
seemed, so different from some of the 
savage non corns in this company, who 
threatened to beat your head off or 
send you to a summarp court, i f you 
ilou't look sharp every minute. The 
more I pictured tho great difference, 
the worse I felt, and I guess I must 
have fallen asleep, for after a while 
my longings for home and the old job 
were seemingly gratified, for I was 
back on the job, the home-coming re­
ception having become ancient history 
as it were in n few hours. And I found 
myself very much on the job, I was 
told to can the Mexican guff and 
smoke up on the 'work or I 'A be fired 
I d idn ' t seem to be such a helluva hero 
with them. The boss was nothing like 
what I ' d pictured him in the after­
noon, for now he was unreasonable 
and mean—more so than any wet-nos 
ed corporal I hove ever met. The 
most aggravating thing was that the 
boss was so contemptible looking, I 
felt l ike knocking his block off on 
mere form. And the gang in the of­
fice. What a pie-faced assortment. 
They would last just about ten short 
minutes in the N . Y . Division. 

I tried to picture them on the bike 
—hi t t ing it off on the trai l between 
Laguna Seen and Young's Ranch. I 
had to laugh in their faces when I 
thought of it . As I looked them over 
my contempt grew. Why had T H E Y 
not enlisted, And i f they hadn't i t 
in them to enlist, why was not the sys ; 

tern such that they were forced inf I f 
thoy had put in five months on the 
Border in our outfit, they would have 
been stepping around lively every 
minute of the time, and they would 
look very, different. Two of thorn 
smellod continuously of liquor, as i t 
they had never heard of G. O. 7, an 
order I used to cuss out myself in the 
beginning. I pictured the gasp these 
two guys would give i f a couple of 
M . P.b pinched them for entering a 
place where liquor is sold, when they 
went to the corner for their nip. 

I thought that the k id who was help­
ing me and who used to seem such a 
clever one before I enlisted, now ap­
peared fresh as paint. D idn ' t have 
any sense of responsibility. His man­
ner of not giving a tinker 'a hoot for 
anybody or anything got on my nerves 
—reminded me of my rookie days be­
fore I was moulded over. I gloated 
over the thought of taking him in 
hand and making him stand at atten­
tion, salute and say, " Y e s s i r " and 
' ' no s i r . ' ' Then I began to bleat 
about the unsanitary condition of the 
place, and its untidyneaa. It made 
me sore to see things so, and renljzt 
that i t was a l l lost on the poor boobs 
who were l iving their foolish lives un­
der such conditions. 

About that time I went out to lunch' 
quite disgusted, and had some: sinkers 
and coffee and a piece of piej Next 
to me in the restaurant was an un­
healthy looking gent who mechanically 
looked up from the paper he was read­
ing to ogle unvailingly the slop girls 
who entered the place for lunfch He 
seemed foolishly gratified wita his un­
recognized attentions, and I felt like 
grabbing him out of his chair and 
sending hint to the Division /Dump— 
he was such a us^uss a.-™. 

I paid my 15 cfi'its for ldnr.li and 
felt l ike a piece of ehenie <•>»• l inv i ig 
eaten snch a simple meal, but then I 
didn't have a real Border appetite any 
longer. I felt that the dust, noise and 
punk looking people had queered i f . 
Walking back to the job, I ran into a 
bunch of burnt coffee smells that had 
the Mexicita of McAllen skinned both 
ways. The next block was filled with 
some kind of strong chemical odor or 
sick cologne. I don't know which, 
but it made me long' for the gulf 
breeze and the smell of tho cactus. As 
I entered the building for the after­
noon's work, a couple of guys looked 
at me and at the clock and said ' ' Good 
evening, get busy . " I was not late 
and I heard someone say something 
about a smoke, and just then I was 
pounded on the shoulder, and I recog­
nized my bunkie's voice sayi *' Quit 
the bunk fatigue, Mack. Don't you 
hear met I want the makings! - Wake 
up! The bread line call blows in ten 
minutes, and I 'm so hungry I could eat 
a coyote r a w . " 

With a gasp of relief that the of­
fice, the sinkers and. the city, smells 
were only dreams, I came across with 
the makings, and suggested that" we a l l 
sing the regimental hymn " I t (aint so 
bad, cause it might be worse . "—El 
Sold ado. 

| PERSONAL -:• 

Captain P. J . Keller of tfe 3rd N . 
Y . Fie ld Art i l lery has been granted a 
fifteen days leave of absence. 

Captain Lester C. Fox is enjoying a 
thirty day leave of absence. He is 
commanding officer of Battery B, 2nd 
Field Arti l lery. 

E Pluribus Unum 
A r t h u r G u K e r m s n i n " L i f e " 

Captain George G. Backhouse, Troop 
C, and George Schelling, John S. Koe-
gan, Troop K , and Lieutenants Donald 
M . Ogilvie, Troop A , and 2nd Lieut. 
Daniel C. Munroe, Troop G , a l l of the 
1st Cavalry wi l l enjoy the holidaya at 
home, all having been granted thirty 
day leaves taking effect some time this 
month. 

Major George F . Chandler, Adjutant 
First Brigade, having been granted 
five days leave of absence has gone 
to San Antonio to meet Mrs. Chandler 
who wi l l be a Border visitor for a 
while. 

Captain D. Snyder of the 22nd Engi ­
neers has been granted a fifteen days 
leave of absence. 

Several officers of the 23rd Infantry 
are planning to spend the Christmas 
in Brooklyn, leave of absence having 
been granted to Captain James P . 
Cooks, Lieut. Charles B. TJlrichs and 
Lieut. James W. Hughes. 

Captain Chester II. K i n g of Troop D, 
1st Cavalry, returned last week .from 
his home in Syracuse where he enjoyed 
a thirty day leave of absence. Captain 
K i n g was given a rousing welcome on 
his arrival in the troop street. 

The resignation of Captain Will iam 
Thin ford Curtis, of Compnnp M of Hoo-
sick Falls , has been accepted by the 
War Department. Captain Curtis is the 
third commanding officer to resign 
.since the Second Regiment returned 
from the Border. I t "is rumored about 
the armory that a major, two lieuten­
ants adjutant and three lieutenants wi l l 
also resign within a few weeks. In 
every case the reason asigned ia pres­
sure of business. 

U . S. Senator James W. Wadsworth, 
Jr . , who has been stopping at Division 
Headquarters about three days left F r i ­
day morning on route to Washington. 
He says he enjoyed his visit immensely 
and wi l l count- it as one of the most 
pleasant experiences of his life. 

resignation of Lieutenant Robert 
P- Williamson, of Company A , Second 
Infantry, was handed to Colonel A n ­
drews Tuesday night. Unless Lieut. 
•7. Lansing Van Schoonhoven loaves the 
city he w i l l be promoted. Sergeant 
Ogden J . Ross is mentioned for the va­
cancy which wil l be created. 

Captain R. B. Trumble of Glovers-
q, i e > a n i 1 s e v 0 r n l other officers of the 
2nd Jnfantry are desirious of obtaining 
details with the regiments on the Bor­
der so as to continue in the service. 

• B L t . Cel. W. H . Bertsch, Depot Quar­
termaster, was the guest of the 1st 
Cavalry for his Thanksgiving dinner. 

i Colonel Henry H . Rogers of the 1st 
Fie ld Arti l lery, N . G., N . Y . , Millionaire 
and son of the late II. H . Rogers, 
Standard Oil magnate, who was on the 
Border with his regiment this summer 
has tendered his resignation on ac­
count of continued i l l health. He wi l l 
probnblv be succeeded by L t . Col. Mer-
ritt TI. Smith. 

1 Major and Mrs. Edward Olmsted, 
Major Allan L . Reagan and Captain J . 
T- Loree of Division Headquarters mo­
tored to Brownsville Saturday and re­
turned Sunday, visiting Point Isabel on 
the return trip. 

. General W. P. H a l l , U . S. Army re­
tired, and bis staff of assistants, who 
nave been treating the soldiers at Mc­
Allen to free entertainments of the 
f Drama of Creation," at the McAllen 
Airdome for a week, has closed the 
attraction here and gone to other 
camps on the Border. 

• Brigadier-General George R. Dyer, N . 
G., N . Y . , reviewed the 71st Infantry, 
N . G., N . Y. , in its armory last week. 
It was the first public assembly of the 
regiment since its return from Border 
service. 

Lieut. R. R. Molyneux, aide to Gen­
eral O'Ryan, visited the 1st Cavalry 
camp Thanksgiving afternoon and fin­
ished up the turkey shooting sport. 
Being invited to take a shot with the 
" 22 " rifle, he knocked off Mr . Turkey's 
head and both closed and secured the 
game. 

Widely called our fathers came; 
Many the realms from which they drew 

The force to strive, in blood and flame, 
To build in vain, yet build anew. • 

These, that would not own Despair, 
Forged a Nation proud and free. 

One cause was theirs, one will, one prayer 
This made them one, and one are we. 

We are one as they were one; 
That which bound them still endures. 

In peace or war, in storm or sun, 
Dear Land of Hope, our all is yours:— 

Strength of heart and arm and brain, 
Al l to make you nobler still,— 

Oh, lovely land of rolling plain, 
Enchanted forest," heavenward hill*, 

Silver river, golden sands, 
Billowy field and mountain wall,—-

Our land that loves all other lands, 
The land that shall be loved by al l ! 

The Incinerator 
Gosh, how can a fellow write the 

Incinerator with 19 ounces of turkey i n 
him? 

Did you see B i l l Smith put away 
ounces? 

Some eater, eh? Gets it from his fath-
•'s side. 
Did you get any of the plum pudding? 

Neither did we. 

Now about Christmas! What do you 
want?, 

Don't be too fussy. What chaneo 
has old fat Santa got of climbing 
through the top of a pyramydal tent? 

V i l l a ia reported to have taken 
wawa. ' ' 

Why doe?ii't he take arsenic 
make a good job of it? 

Chi 

and 

B y the way what is this " C h i w a w a " 
stuff? It sounds like one of those new 
patent sauces they try out on you in 
dining cars. 

D I A Z A R M Y 9 B A N D I T O N E 
—Brownsville daily 
Interesting and right up to the minute 

but what in the world is it a l l about? '• 

The Brownsville papers predict the 
early return of the troops. It looks 
like winter on the Border for the mi l i ­
t ia. 

Are you anxious to form the news 
paper habit? Start on the Texas papers, 
they wont take much out of your l i fe . 

Hunters—We have! your complete out­
fits,—coats, trousers, hats, guns, rifles 
knives, cartridge belts, rubber hip boots 
canteens, desert water bags, lunch cases 
thermos bottles; leggins, etc. Best of 
all we sell U : 8. waterproofed shot gun 
shells in smokeless and block powders. 
Walker Bros., Hancock Co., 11.1 wo Dent! 

Why do the expert hunters use U . 8. 
shot gun shells nnd nothing else? There 
is a reason. Ask them. Frontier Whole­
sale Hlwre. Co., distributors for the 
Valley. Wholesale only. 

Army locker trunks complete with 
heavy leather straps at $4.75, $5.00 and 
$5.50. They sell regularlp at $6.00 to 
$6.75. Get one now while these priles 
last. Many other styles at $7.00, $10 
and up to $25.00. Wo are headquarters 
for baggage of all descriptions and the 
only carload buyers. Walker Bros. 
Hancock Co., Furn. Dept. 

National Guard recruiting officers in 
New York State are being mustered out 
of the Federal Service as rapidly as 
possible. This is taken as an indication 
that no further active service wi l l be 
required from the Guardsmen for Borne 
time. 

: Major General O'Ryan was in re­
ceipt of the following telegram from 
Captain Hugo F . Jaekel, formerly in 
the Q. M . Corps on the Border, Thanks­
giving Day: *'Just to let you know 
iny spirit is with you. Hope Water-
bury has provided the usual good 
cheer and MeCann arranged the en­
tertainment to make the day a round 
of pleasure. Best wishes to all the 
s ta f f . " 

*lst Lieut 'Dean Nelson of Battery 
E , 2nd Field Artil lery has been granted 
a leave of absence for thirty days. . 

1st Lieut. Henry Adsit of Troop M , 
1st Cavalry, has been granted a leave 
of absence for thirty days,', having boon 
called to his home in Buffalo on ue ; 

count of the serious illness of his l i t -
tig daughter who has contracted pneu­
monia. Lieut. Adsit came to the Bor­
der as a member of the Medical Corps, 
assigned to the 1st Cavalry and Troop 
I ' .of Buffalo, but being 1 fond of 
the drill accepted a commission 
in the line and became one of the 
officers of the Avon troop., 

[Colonel N . B. Thurston nnd his lid, 
in I ant, Captain Robinson of the 74th 
Infantry were luncheon guests at D i ­
vision Headquarters on Saturday. 

]tst Lieut. Morris C. Stoekwell of Co. 
F^SSnrt Engineers, has been granted a 
thirty-day leave - of absence and re­
turned to New York City. 

The Rattler Office, No. 15 Headquar­
t e r Prado, will .pay 60 cents each for 
nil.No. 1 copies of The Rattler. 

The Eternal Question (from New 
York) 

How do they feed those boys on leas 
than 29 cents a day. 

The Eternal Answer (from the Bor­
der) 

They don't. 

There's them among us who wont be 
quite so insistent on service when we 
get home. W e l l get enough of i t here. 
Things we have to be thankful for: 

That the sun gets up later every day 
instead of earlier. 

That we are not home i n the cold bit­
ter north. 

That the average Mexican can't talk 
English. 

That inspection only comes once a 
week. 

That horses can't talk. 
That V i l l a is alive and well. 
O. O. 7. 
That this is the finest Citrite coun­

try in the world. 
That tho Mexicans bring home half 

wash. 
That the commission has not collap­

sed from over work* 

H I S D A I R Y 
I have been transferred to the Cav 

airy. I had two reasons for doing this 
(a) A fellow in town gave me some 

.sure dope that the Cavalry would be 
the next to go home, (b) I figured 
that; i t would make J im and his Platts-
busg stuff look like last year's straw 
hat when Mabel saw me prancing up 
the street on a horse. 
. i l hope they give me a new horse be­
fore we- go home. The one they have 
assigned mo is wil l ing but he is not cut 
out for.parade work. His ribs are built 
too closely together. Viewed from the 
rear he might be using one set of ribs 
he is so narrow. The sergeant says 
this makes him faster. Less resistance 
to the air, I suppose. 

N o 1 more walking for me. No more 
sitting either I guess from present in ­
dications. This game is a cinch as far 
as I can find out. No pack to carry 
when you go on a hike. Just tie up 
everything you own in the world into 
a bundle and hang it on your horse. 

Today was my first day. I made a 
few mistakes at dri l l . It is a little 
different from the Infantry. The Lieu­
tenant took me aside and confided to 
me that in going round comers I should 

press my horse in the ribs with my i n ­
side leg. I suppose this is to keep him 
from skidding. I told him that I wasn't 
built that way. I f he wanted me to 
hold my horse np as well as ride him 
he would have to take off some of the 
wrappings so that I could get at him. 

I was excused after saber dr i l l . I 
stuck my horse in the neck with my 
saber. I claim that i f a horse hasn't 
any more sense than to turn round to 
see what is going on when a saber i s 
sawing back and forth past his ear i t 
is his own fault. 

The Captain couldn't see i t that way 
and said some things which lowered 
him considerably in my estimation. 

We don't even carry our rifle. I t i s 
packed in 'a little suitcase and hung on 
the side of the saddle. They call one 
side of the horse the off side and the 
other the near side. I can see why 
they call i t the off side. 

I just wrote Mabel. I told her I had 
joined the Cavalry and was no longer 
a Private but a Trooper. That's' fur­
ther than J i m ever got even at Platts-
burg. I said it would be fun to do 
some riding together when we get 
homes, i f ever. I also said that we 
could get a little express cart and pull 
J i m behind us i f she wanted him along. 
I hope she gets the sattire in that. 

I had a letter from Elsie today. When 
I wrote her last I told her that although 
I would be glad when the orders came 
to go home I was ready at any moment 
to die for my country, I just wanted to 
show her that I was independent. She 
wrote back that she thought it would 
be fine for the country. She said that 
i f I made up my mind to take this step 
would I mind sending back her ring as 
she could think of better uses than 
coyotes for it . I never can tel l wheth­
er she is kidding me or not. 

I guess today was a general clean up 
day. When we got back from dri l l I 
went to my tent to rest. A fellow 
came along and said " H e y , what are 
you doing it there? Come down and 
clean your horse." I told him that i t 
wasn't dirty, but he said that didn't 
make any difference. After I got my 
horse all smoothed out I went back to 
my tent to lie down. Another fellow 
came along and said " H e y , what are 
you doing in there?" I told him I was 
resting. He said come down and clean 
my equipment. .1 told him i t wasn't 
dirty, but he said that didn *t make any 
difference. 

They gave me some stuff to elenn my 
leather with they call saddle soap. It 
looks more l ike axle grease, I told the 
sergeant that it wouldn't make any 
lather. H e said i t wasn't supposed to. 
He said that I wasn't trying to shave 
my saddle but to clean i t . 

Now that we are through rho fall 
cleaning I think I shall l ike the Cavalry 
better. 

W A N T E D . — 
To find a man who was born in Texas. 
To find a Mexican woman who is not 

washing. 
A Mexican boy with some yellow shoe 

polish. 
A Mexican curio. 

Remember the M . P 's . 
for them than it is for us. Its harder 

Isn't it queer that nil these big 
bugs who visit the camp are always re­
ported as making wonderful predictions 
about the movements of the troops 
while they are several thousand miles 
away but never seem to say anything 
very startling when they are on the 
ground. 

I t ' s all right for M r . Hughes to con­
gratulate Mr . Wilson but what we want 
to know is who is going to pav our 
election bets? 

" T h e finest country, for raising 
grape fruit in the w o r l d " confides an 
ad. Where do they nil go? You for­
get that this is the Magic VaHcv, 

Did you ever get up on a hill top 
and look down over the Valley? 

Neither did anybody else. 
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