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:^ E t  .FACE IN ^£RkTDtG  FRANCE
----  Spearheading Third Amy Advacvc »e> Germans Called Mer.bers ^Suptirmeir4

Smashed 400 Enerâ J "*x6.nks in  Swift S trides In to  Continent 
D ivision was Activated a t  Pirne'Camp in  1941—Led by Major General John S. Wood, 

(By George J ,  Tialy, Washington Burfeau V7atertown Daily Times)

ViAEKir3TCN, Oct 14**—Northern New York's p ride , the famed Fourth Armored D ivis­
ion, spearheaded th e  Third Army advance across France, smashing 400 enem ytanks, 
caitu ring  15*000 and knocking out 1,500 miscellaneous vehicles 3 t  a re la tiv e ly  
low cnst to  i t s e l f ,  the War Department revealed tod?.y in  l i f t i n g  the cloak of 
secrecy th a t has masked the d iv is io n 's  a c t iv i t ie s  since i t  l e f t  the  United 
States.

Zr i t s  ligh tn ing  advance under Major General John S ‘’Tootf,* who took command 
of the un it sho rtly  before i t  l e f t  Pine Gamp where i t  was formed and tra ined  
fo r six teen  months, the  fig h tin g  Fourth destroyed the Nazi 77th, 91st and 243rd 
In fan try  D ivisions, wiped out the  Nasi 6th Para troop  D ivision and liq u id a ted  
the 281st Cavalry E a tta lio n ,

The Americans wiped out 350 German tanks, many of them Mark V Panthers 
in  two so lid  weeks of unatnted armored f ig h tin g . In  add ition , i t  was cred ited  
■with destroying 140 large  a r t i l l e r y  pieces ̂

Major Joseph Kirchheimer, who served w ith the  Fourth as an army ground 
force observer, gave a graphic p ic tu re  of th e  F ourth 's  toughness in  an in te r6- ' 
view a t the TJar Department yesterday a f t e r  return ing  from France,

I t  w ill  t h r i l l  a l l  of Northern New Xork to  know th a t the Germans regarded 
the men of the Fourth as "Supermen*"

The reaction  of a German colonel of SS troops i s  ty p ic a l . The Nazi 
o ff ic e r  captured by th e  Fourth near Lemoncourt when the  d iv is ion  broke in to  
the German re a r  areas across the Moselle R iver, sa id , "Having been a commander 
of army un its  in  Russia, covering an area of approximately 1,500 m ile , I 
must admit tha t the American troops a re  not only equipped with the best of 
m ateria l, but what s tr ik e s  -me especially  i s  the excellence of organization 
under which these men now function , .1 would be pleased to  know the commander 
of th is  p a r tic u la r  d iv ision  and 1 am sure t k i t  i t  must be a part of General 
P a tton 's  Third Amy, General' Patton i s  fo r  the American Army'what Rommel 

Stan;:? for in  the German Army, but to  know the  commander of the armored 
d iv ision  vould explain to  me how th is  army managed to  achieve such speed of 
advance, which in  many in stances , caught us completely unprepared

The Germans, in  broadcasts, described the Fourth as "The American E li te  
Fourth Armored D ivision," soon used le s s  complimentary terms -jp describ ing 
i t s  men as ru th less figh ters*  To th e  German troops, i t  was t i e  "Fourth 
Pm zer," * ~ * ' *

Northern New York residen ts who r e c a l l  A pril 15,-1941, when the d iv is ion  
lvas activa ted  a t  Pine Camp, w il l  be th r i l le d  a t  th is  repu tation  of the Fourth.
In 1941 the  un it lacked tanks, guns and ju s t about everything, /a6 those who * 
remember the  old vintage tanks with which i t  f i r s t  tra in ed  knlw f u l l  w e ll.

That i t s  16 months a t £Lne Camp paid dividends i s  fu l ly  rea lized  by the  
rcvelatip ij that' once'turned loose in  France, the u n it forced crossing.** the^*. 
Sclune, Leing, Ycnne, Seine, liarne, Meuse, Moselle and Heurthe R ivers, any one 
of which would have been a tough ta c t i c a l  problem alcne. *

A fter crossing the  Moselle, north  and south of Nancy, th t  d iv is ion  met 
and repulsed th e  heaviest tanl: a ttacks in  the  b a ttle  of France, In  B rittany  ^  
the un it i s  known as the  "L iberators of B rittany ,"

The,unit served as a part of Lt General George S Patton^s Third .Army as 
organized in  Great B rita in  before the invasion . Those who re c a ll  the  w itness 
oi the  iton laftr -northerR-Nsw-forte- m rc ly  had -dottbfcs -but th a t  they
v/ere ".Patton 's boys_,” •

Jumping off from Raids, Normandy, on 27 Ju ly , a f te r  an in tense  a i r  and 
in fan try  a ttack  on the  enmy fro n t, the  divisit-n  cut o ff the  B rittany peninsu la  
in  ten  days, days of (l i^ i tn in g  movements and fig h tin g  th a t  ou tb litzed  the 
Nazis, "T. .

The un it raced through P c ric rs , took Coutances and S a r t i l ly ,  captured the 
key c ity  of Avranches a f te r  savage fig h tin g ,' plunged in to  B rittany  to  march 
alone 140 miles to  contain Rennes and capture Vannes on the  south coast of 
B rittany , The d iv ision  took Nantes and. contained L o rien t, the  Nazi* s ubmarin e  
base, in  a move th a t trapped thousands of N azis, .



f r m  B rittany* tho u n it turned east and dashed 153 m iles in  tiro nights 
■r.rd a day- w ith Combat Command "A" capturing Orleans* Aa a r e s u l t ,  Paris was 
outfLanked from the south*

Assembled on 21 August in  th e  v ic in i ty  of O rleans, the Fourth resumed 
4 t s  d rive  and dashed to  Sens where the garrison was caught unprepared and 
ct’.onnous q u a n titie s  of supplies captured by Combat Command ‘'A”*.

Q iickly securing th e  c i ty ,  CCUA” moved across tho Tonne R iver, destroying 
mi SS brigade on the o u tsk ir ts  o f Villeneuve. Meanwhile CĈ B11,  moving to  
the  sou th , captured Courtenay and moved on Montnrgis from the east* -—

The d iv is io n  then fought i t s  way across tho  Seine a t  Troyes,on 26* August 
in  f ie rc e  f ig h tin g , never giving the  enemy r e s t .  A ttacking Tropes, the  un it 
fought under heavy enemy f i r e  but destroyed 60 per cent o f the  51st SS brigade in 
tho b a ttle *  .

Three days l a t e r ,  the d iv is io n  had m*de th ree  crossing o f the Ifemo and 
captured V itry ^ e —Francois. Chalon-sur-i&irne, St D iz ie r and Li^ney f e l l  
rap id ly . A l ig h t  tank company driv ing  through to r r e n t ia l  rains a t  40 miles 
an hour took Comnercy, captured the  bridge across the Meuse and seized the  
high ground to  e a s t .

Meanwhile, Combat Command n2H, on 11 September, supported by doughboys of 
th e  35th In fan try  D iv ision , burst across the Moselle routing Nazis ordered 
to  hold the  l in e  a l l  winter* ’Thile the  massive Ifoselle bridgehead was being 
conso lida ted , th e  u rd t fought o ff soma of the heaviest German a ttacks of the 
ver* For two weeks up to  28 September, the u n it thresr back l£ark IV, Hark V 
and Mark VI w ith  heavy losses to  th e  enemy.

The commander of tho Fourth Armored D ivision whom th e  German colonel 
vnnted to  m eet, but did n o t, i s  l i j o r  General John S rfood. The broad-should­
ered gen era l, who i s  56 (born 11 J^nur.ry 1838), h is been so ld ie rin g  since he 
v*is graduated from the Uhited S ta tes LU litary AcaJeray a t  West Point in  1912.j 
•'rcneral Wood, who was bom in  Arkansas ind whose home i s  now Narberth, ?a*, 
lias commanded the  Fourth Armored Divisan since 13 June 1942. Ke won the  
D istinguished Service Cross a t Coutances, whore he personally  led bis troops 
in to  th e  c i ty .  He a lso  holds the  S ilv e r  S ta r  and tho Bronze S ta r Medals.

General Wood, who was graduated from the U niversity  o f Arkansas in  1907, 
played fo o tb a ll  duidii^ his co llege  days. Ho a lso  plays a f a s t  gane of te n n is .
The general, who wears h is vride-lonsed suhglasses, ra in  o r  sh ine, does not 
h e s ita te  to  sa lu te  any of his aen f i r s t ,  regard less o f rank, and many a 
Fourth Armored tanker has found i t  hard to  beat Hthe  Old l£mn to  tho draw.

In  h is  outstanding employment of armor, General Tfood has been a ss is te d  by 
h is  Combat Commanders, Btigadiei* General Holmes 5 . Dagor, 5L (bom 24 June 
1894), of Ih ion , Ucw Je rsey , and Colonel Bruce C. Clarke {bom in  Adams N Y 
29 A pril 1901) of Syracuse, New Tsrk. ®enaral Da^er has been aterdod the 
D istinguished Service Cross fo r  ac tic r. a t  Avrenchcs w hile Colonel Clarke 
has been awarded the S ilv e r  S ta r w ith  two oak le a f  c lu s te rs  during the  cam­
paign of Western Europe*

In ad d ition  to  the  two D istinguished Service Crosses, S ilv e r  S tars have 
ooen awarded to  185 members of the  division  for g a llan try  in  action  and 406 
icn have been presented w ith the  Brcn*e S^ar for heroic action  and m eiito iious 
se rv ice . A r t i l le ry  observer l ia is o n  p ilo ts o f the division, have' been awarded, 
:vrclve A ir Hedals and 15 Cbk Leaf d u sters to  the A ir Medal*

L ast A pril f i f te e n th ,  on the  th ird  anniversary  of the  d iv is io n 's  a c tiv a tio n , 
■eneral 7food to ld  h is men they were veterans ready to  close w ith the  enemy, 
i t  hough th e  d iv is io n  was then  in  England and had not yet been in  combat, 

he men were veterans in  bearing and d isc ip lin e  as t ha re s u lt  o f - th e ir  long 
n tensive  tra in in g *  Fpom th e  deep snows of the  Canadian border, the Fourth 
mo red Div i s ic n  has * maneuvered in  th e  Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee, 
no C alifo rn ia  d e s e r t ,  the  p la in s  of Texas and the  dom s o f England.

A fter s ix te e n  months a t  Pine O&mp, th e  d iv is io n  l e f t  New York on 30 Sept 
242, to  maneuver i n  Tennessee u n t i l  the  middle of November 1942. The d iv is -  
V s  next move took i t  to  C alifo rn ia  D esert T raining Center where base camps 
*e estab lished  a t Frec& and Needles. A fte r tra in in g  th e re  s i x  months, the 
ch-traveled d iv is io n  a r r i v e  a t  Camp Bowie, Texas, 3 June 1943, where i t  
neuvered during the  suianer a la r te d  fo r  overseas du ty . The d iv is io n
f t  the Lone S ta r  S ta te  ea rly  ir^ December fo r  the  east coast and^&epart^d 
21-seas*

m  -Sigland th e  dtvifian con tin u e tw in in g  f^>r^4jx months u n t i l  i t  landed
Franco 'th e  week of Jqfy  xz,, x > ^ : ; : t  b e g ^  ^ . g h t i n g - ^ o . ^ j ^  la te r#


