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November 27,1943 - To plan the Allied operations in Asia, Roosevelt, 
Churchill and Chiag Kai-shek held a meeting in Cairo. Within the same 

time span, Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin held a meeting in Tehran 

and planned the invasion of France,

%■ letter gave the first indication ef finally getting a worth
while assignment. The work in the office became iraich mere interesting,
I always preferred specific routines, knowing how ray morning starts for 
a systematic planning day0 W  assigned responsibilities were on a higher 
level than the type of work we performed in the depot at Patterson Field. 
Though it was more demanding it presented the challenge to test my 

ability in handling office procedures,
IX an My service classification of 4*2-Supply Clerk was a mis

nomer in comparison with civilian occupation of Stock Record Supervisor.
My army position did not reflect the actual work responsibility nor 
Job performance of my service assignment,

Ify- PFC rank was the l«west in the Fr*CUrement Section, A Tech 
Sgt was in charge of the enlisted men and I was his first assistant.
This meant I would be surpervising non-coms from corporals to Staff

had
Sgts, Previous promotional opportunities/passed me by. Such disappoint

ments did not interfere with rny conecientious ability to perform at 
a high level. I displayed an office procedure efficiency to make me 

the most valueable person in the section, I was proud of my daily 

achievement.

In one of my letters I had told Mary that I was the youngest 01
*

in the office, ®f the 22 onlised men and four officers, I was the nkidH, 
Working with older men became the norm throughout my service assignments.



Not only did I keep up with them but many times I surpassed them in more 
x ways than one, especially in delegating responsibilities and making 

decisionso I was proud to stand up to college graduates and men with 
more business experience than me. At times, it was necessary to go 

over their heads, disregarding their rank, age and position held in 
the office,, I never lost control of any verbal situation because nor 
expressed point of view was correct. This attitude gained the respect 
of my peer 8 and off leeks 0

xixDKy Cfart
I gave top priority to completing my assignments in a professional 

manner. Too many goof offs, the slackers in the office, hold a negative 
attitude to cards their clerical w#rk. In not doing their share of the 
work, they knew someone olse would be delogated to carry their load.
This unfair eituation did not sit right with me and the culprits were 

made aware of their shortcomings. The army brass accepted such going 
on and did not wish to make waves, I gave 199% plus effort at every 
step of the way in fulfilling my responsibilities, I managed to 
strengthen my self esteem in finding the correct and efficient way 
of completing the work on hand,, I had mastered minute details that 
many others were not capable to cope with# This always gave me the 
upper hand in the office. M|y mental development far surpassed my 
youthful age.

✓ * .r ithe F^curejaipnt Section became ti
ip tjafe Vfficje' iivdd̂ e tKe

responsibility Jjr̂ o f^4r_ se^krate .̂ ectWjia,, The increase coordination/ f >3 \ ^ % \/
of the supply and material requisitions ' for the 12th and 15tb Air Force 
was too burdensome for one section to handle.• It became necessary to 

breakup the Procurement Section and distribute the werk load into four 
new sections.



The Captain in charge of the Accessories Section was a southern 
anil his expressive drawl made you aware ef where he came frem* His 

primary concern was to maintain a combat dress appearance instead ef 

being a rear echelon member ef the Air Supply.,
He removed the inner steel rim holding his standard officerfs hat 

in a firm circular position. This presented the same effect Air Force 
fighter pilots enjoyed which deviated from the regular Gi issue, Somehow 

he managed to obtain and wear infantry combat boots, He kept a highly 

pelished shine to reflect a mirror image, The pilot sun glasses 

completed his articial make-up as if he were being cast in a h»llyw#od 
1 movie as the homecoming war heroi He gloated each morning in being 
the last person te enter the work area ef the section office* This 
actien enabled the servicemen to inspect his swagging walking pace as 
he moved towards his working desk area.

The self esteemed Captain did not really impress anyone, in stead 
he became the laughing Joker of the entire squadron. His show-off 
attitude became resentful to the men in his conmand and most assuredly 
would have been an outrage to all the fighting infantrymen on the 
front lines. He never-the-less enjoyed playing this phoney role model 
of a combat so3§^er^

It*b not an easy task to deflate the ego of such a souther^Captain, 
That I would be the one to burst his pride baleen in front of fctaoc 
fellow officers, non-coms and enlistedmer^as an experience I never 

lost sight of, and paid a price for my action. I i#st another promotional 
opportunity to corporal,, *



Just before the Procurement Section had exceeded its capacity to 

function efficiently and while in the process of being divided into 
four separate units, I was involved in a confroiation with the Captain,

It was my responsibility to seek addtional manpower from the 
other departments, ^efforts were very successful except from the 
Acceseorie Section,

The Southern Captain had agreed to provide some token assistance 
enforce.

but failed to/nangr indfc orders issued to his men assigned to ease the 
werk load in the Procurement Section, At a time when a deadline date 
was in jeepardy of not being carried out, two of the Captainf8 men had 
disappeared and shirked their responsibility in k not completing their 

assignment o
When I confronted the Captain, sitting behind his desk, while I 

remained standing on the opposite side, he refused to accept my charge. 
He not only denied their disappearance but informed me they were doing 
other se*ti*n w*rk, Not only did I contradict him but also challenged 
him to seo for himself where they were hiding and goofing-off from 

worko I lost citejef his rank and told him of the uncooperative 
attitude Of his section to werk with the Procurement Section, Before 
he could respond, I made an about face and walked out of his office, 
heading for the men1 s room* Unknown to me he stormed after me and 
entered the room I was in. He first corrected me for not speaking to 
him in private* He had been told the men were werking with his high 
ranking non-coms, He accepted the stand I had taken to correct the 
situation. He assured me he would not hold the incident against me0 
I did not trust him and I was proven correct when in breaking up the 

Pi*©curement Section, I was assigned to his section.



The efficiency reputation I had developed in the IVocurement 

Section had made me a much sort-after GI by the Officers in the newly 

formed sections.

Jfy assignment to the Accessories Section was made without my 

approval and I somewhat resented going to the worse section of the 
four. This group was uncooperative in fulfilling their share of the 
work while I was controlling the action. Jfy disapproval was the result 
of having worked with raost of the non-coms on otters on Field„ The 
job performance of most of them did not warrant the three to five stripes 
they wore.

They could not accept that a PFC would literally be telling them 
what to do* Their resentment lead to a conspiracy to find ways and 
means to discredit me*

In my capacity to coordinate job,performance, I was required to 
visit the other four sections to determine their progress0 The Staffs 
and Tech Sergeants would take turns to call the section I was not visiting 
during their checkpup calls and thiB would accuse me of wasting time.
©r they wtuld tell me of anonymous telephone calls informing the non-coms 
I was goofing off someplace,. Their motive was very clear. It would 

make room for less conscientious FFC's to receive a Becond stripe,,
The high ranking non-coms could not perform at my level of efficiency. 

I made ray work look too simple, . Ify expertise put then to shame and - 1 tt </'y 
could not accept by superiority within the office*

The negative relationship forced me to request a transfer back 
to the Procurement Section,, *



In a letter to brother Neil, I told him, n©u.r squadron came out 

with a promotion list that was a joke. Practically the same men who 

stepped up a grade on the previous list, received another stripe.
In fact *ne of the men had. gone to Staff Sgt w#hile still wearing PFC 
stripes. Another Staff wore corporal stripes* Tou already know 

smoothing about this Ohio squadron from what I had told you while I 
was in the States. Since we have been overseas it got worse. If I 

really tell you what I think about all this promotion system, it 

will never pass the censoring ©fficers0
The Officers are promoting only Ohio servicemen. An outsider 

doesn't have a chance„ Those receiving these promotions earn their 
stripes by being ’’AK’1 specialists.
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All this is a joke - jobs -. ratings - responsibility ,- etc.
Its gotten so I don’t think: about anything concerning advancements. 
Incidently, I had a good chance to make sergeant, infact had the 
war lasted one more month, I ’d have had another stripe. In'May
I was pat in for it and approved but when the war ended, all ratings 
were frozen and I was left in the cold, again. I don’t want you to 
feel I ’m crying on your shoulders Mary - as I 3aid previously, I 
did not play my cards right otherwise I ’d have had plenty for you 
to' be proud. But I know you love me just as much, with or without 
stripes. »/;
. Funny but ratings always come up in my letters and you may 
think. I ’m bitching or enveying others. No Mary don’t think of ,thls 
because there’s something better to have than ratings. Let’s 
drop it all while I talk about "me".

■ Strange that 1 should want to talk about myself. .Remembering 
one of your letters you said I changed.., looked older and lost some 
weight. Mary^may have increased ray knowledged about several things 
and changed my views on others or have a strong way of thinking 
the wriy I feel is right. .-3ure I ’m getting older, mentally with 
the experiences I ’m meeting each day.

Would you know it that I ’m the "kid” in the office, youngest 
of 22 other. enlisted men and four officeIrf, Lost people I ’ve had 
anything to do with, In the office and during my army careefc have 
been older, never younger. In other words I had to keep up , think 
and work with men older than me ever since joining the army. I ’m 
proud to say I stood ux̂  with them and went over their heads’many 
times - age, rank, position, etc., having nothing to do with it 
especially when I knew what I was talking about.

Mary, I was always ready to back up and take my stand with 
anyone, regardless who he was. Maybe this was good training and 
formed a better form of character in me. Vvhatever it was, I ’m 
not sorry because it was for the best «in r.iy behalf. Yes, I ’ve 
changed but not from you. I ’m 23 but can bo considered older in 
my way of working and thinking. To me this is something to be 
proud of and can meet competition when I come home. The business 
world will have plenty of competition M.ary and he who has a way 
to hold his own, will naturally get ahead of the next man who needs 
someone to ,1 push him forward'1 or ’’backing from a big shot” .

That’s all darling, take care of yourself and no matter how 
my letters sound, somefck±H??;x times screwy, you must remember I 
always love you and will do nothing to change this feeling and 
love for you. Its strong Mary and I love it.



The surprise letter of the week,
"SBRPRISKS" were many this past weak and at one time 

or another, I referred to them in a ah or t V-mail, This letter 
should d e a r  up these surprises and events and put you straight 
on more than one thing*

For sometime, I’ve kept a secret.-to myself .. •Ozzie and 
Ray. knew of it and by chance, cousin Mikey heard of it. He wrote 
home and told his family and maybe you already, know of it* The 
secret was this*

'A call for enlisted men and warrant offioers to apply 
for a direct commission was placed our bulletine board, I applied 
with a few others. Hay and Ozzie didn’t. Anyway it was neoessary 
to take a "officers qualiflcation examination” before anyone became 
eligible* The required score was 115 and coming out of the examina
tion room, my paper was marked and I made 121. This was the first 
step and X was on my way. Next come the p&ysioal...ex-rays, blood 
tests and physical examination, I passed that too. Then the tough 
part started♦••presenting myself to a board of officers.,.two captains, 
two majors and a Lt.Colonel. I sweated this Interview out for a 
few days and finally went before them * cool and without thinking 
about anything*

Sitting before these officers, I became just a little 
nervlous and they kept asking me questions. Name, state, social 
background, school activities, clubs, organisations, and other 
■details so that they could know something about me. Then they asked 
if I could take care of certain jobs, IF I wore an officer for this 
and that, what would I do, etc. I was able to give them an answer 
for all there questions* After fifteen to twenty minutes with these 
offioers, I walked outand was able to be at ease from thereonln.

The outcome of this meeting wasn’t made gjfikown until this 
past xo& monday. Of the thirteen men, only four made it...two 
warrant offioers, a master and tech sergeant. Masters, techs, staffs 
and buck sergeants, privates and £fc’s also tried but they too met the faith of two corporals.

Though I kept all this a secret there was never a time when 
I thought I could come out on top. I had cofldence in myself but 
one needs more than confidence and training. Besides, in giving out 
"direct oommiaeions'V a mans age is a big factor. I’m 23 and therefore 
oouldn’t have too much experience in any special field* Taking this 
into consideration, I was careful in not building any hopes or dreams 
and therefore I’m the same as before...as if nothing had happened and all is forgotten.

This last Saturday, a promotion list ooma up but only a 
few advanced. Sunday another list come up and this Is one which we 
all watchout for...*"SWEAT IT OUT" and keep our fingers orossed.

By this time you know that there’s a turnover in personnel.

£3 March 1945

- 1 -



&en In rear echelons, "white collar GI’sE are being transferred to 
Replacement centers for groundforce outfits* .The second list thus 
far Yta.B placed on the board and another groupkas left for Buch 
centers* We dontt know whether another list comes up or not or whether this was the last..#.anyway, we’re sweating it out and hope 
the next list doesn’t find our names on it. Each is available because 
we have had it soft enough for a long time* No one knows what the score is but we*re each keeping our fingers crossed and waiting*

- Another secret was the ha&dball tournament* I was a heavy 
favorite to, take the title, championship in the headquarters but 
I lost out in the semi-finals* We played three games, the best of 
two out of three. I won the first game 21-8 and the second lost 21-13 
The third and final game was a tough won, both tired and playing with 
everything we had* My opponent was winning 13-7 when I got my second 
wind back .and tied him 14-14* • He took the lead, with me missing some 
eaoh shots, 20-14* , I wasn*t out yet and come back strong 80-18 with 
my opponent tired than X was* But he got the jump on me and won 21-18 
Had I started my "comeback" earlier, the score might have been 
different**.anyway, I lost and the other man deserved -it*.•■•he. really 
earned the victory*

My opponent te is a very good friend of Hays* They were 
together in the states and we’ve seen alot of each other. • .T/Sgt 
JTaok OSRoucke. . 1  like to remember him, he’s from Chicago. Anyway he’s in the finales and should have a good chance* The other game 
was between a liettenant and a major* The lieutenant and I played 
often.,and,I always befct him* The major is a newcomer and seems to be very good* When the tournament is over, 1*11 try to play this 
major and "test him out"* Handball Is a fine game and it keeps you 
in'good condition. Four-wall handball is roughed and a player must 
me in top condition to stand the strain of the game. There were 
nights I played six straight games, without resting and feel that 
in itself is something to be proud of because it should convince you 
the condition P m  in.

But all that I’ve told you thus far is secondary to the 
next surprise* It concerns Ozzie and I’m sure you know it.bg this 
time. The first of the "OZRAYABBY TRIO’* is getting married to a 
swell WAG, Saraha Carter* It was a snnprise to both Hay and I but 
the way they’ve be going, marriage was fcfca evident. Anyway their 
plans are set and the marralge papers are going thru channels. After three months, they can get married and it seems the latter part of 
June or in July, Ozzie will be walking the aisle of St* Thersa’s Church.

I’ll be the best man and It seems Italy is letting me go around the "three" compare deals. Within this week or so 1*11 be 
going to church with a baby in my arms ; then Ozzie and I wonder if 
a confirmation comes up teaa&mm before I come home* The pay off 
is this* ..brother Raymond will give the bride away and you can see that this marriage is staying within the ’’TRIO’1 *

Yes, it is strictly a family deal and we’re planning and 
arrranging the whole affair. The news will be somewhat of a shook 
to Mrs# Coletta and though Ozzie is going ahead without getting



his parents consent. I predicted that they’ll consent *although 
Mrs. Coletta will be hurt for sometime. I’m cure you know all about 
it Jay this time*

The girl is pretty, attractive a$d everything Ozsie 
admires about a girl. Also, she*s a vory friendly, sooia&le and 
will easily fall ,in the family and get along with everyone. She doesn’t smoke, drink or Jitter-bufe, I’m sure you like to know about 
her but it can be summed up by saying, "She’s tops and will make 
Ozzie very happy”* That’s the Important thing and they are determined 
to carry out their plans when they come home and change their 
uniform, .

I’ve run out of surprises and secrets' and feel I ’ve told you the happenings which took place the last few day3. In between
I took time out to open a newly arrived package which contained the 
baby clothing with a pair of shoes# The Russo family couldn’t find 
wordsto thank me and ydu#; The mother-to-*be, Olga, is fine and should 
beoome the mother of her fourth baby within the next few days. Yes, I’m sweating this out too and hope it comes off soon.

So much for the news from Italy* The Major of my office 
oalled from Washington D*C because he couldn’t get to New York City*
It was nice of him to call and take time out to let you know that 
all is well with me and that you shouldn’t worry.

That’s all for this one, until my next one follsnas within 
the next day,••tomorrow. Give my love and regards to the family 
and take care of yourself* Regards from ^Pop” Raymond; "Best Kan” 
Tony, and "Groom" Ozzie*



Hello....
The enclosed postal oards of this city was the result of 

this letter* The pictures are very true— typical scenes of this 
plaoe but there *s one exception. The photograph sent the 
pictures to the oleaners to give them a good washing. They 
did a good job too. The Qasbah, especially. From these J 
jeostal cards, you oan see for yourself the type of people and 
.^placeB we meet or visit* 

p
II Today X received a letter and birthday card from Mrs.
’ Coletta, but none from home. Somewhere there*s plenty of mail 
for me and most of the boys in the squadron but for some unknown 
reason, not much is coming in. We*re all waiting impatiently.
The longer we wait, the more we get*

Saturday X met another friend of mine from Harlem.
His name, Joe Qaiti from Second Avenue. x was surpria^d to
hear about his experiences. He’s in a good tough outfit, one 
where you must be on your toes at all times, while listening 
to him I was comparing it with my work* There*s no comparison0 
True0 my work is important. It’s interesting and therefore 
doesn’t get boring but it*s far from exciting, a s  one of the 
boys wrote home about his work, he had this to say, "I relieved 
a WAO for combat service." Down here we get to see and talk to many fellowa who. are going and coming* As often as X think of 
this* it passes by quickly. You see, I know^ combat troops cann’t 
get along unlesspthere’s a non-oombat outfit to take oare of them. 
This is to my credit and making me do my job the best I know how. 
It*s going to be a joke when junior asks, "Daddy, what did you 
do in the war?"

From the above paragraph, you may think I’m down in the 
dumps— feeling blue and disgusted. Believe it or not, it*s just 
the opposition. Inf act, I*m laughing to myself, about junior 
especially*

Today I sent out my Valentine cards. They’re hand made 
and hope you like them. The heart with the WAC (special), 
the airplane coming thru the a heart and the soldier in the 
cloud, were stenciled off by one of the boys in the outfit. He*s 
the same one who made the Christmas cards, sgt King* The others 
I’ve sent home were’made by me.

Our basketball team has won three and lost two. Tonight 
we play the league leaders. After the first two games, I dropped 
from the team but will return tonight* I wasn’t sick or got 
hurt, the noa-coas show too much favoritism towards their friends* 
Someday 1*11 give you a long letter about the squadron and the 
fellow® especially. So much goes on here that one book isn’t 
enought to describe the happenings and feelings, within the sqdn.

Here’s the first letter this week, I was able to write.
Hope I don’t get another bad mood— not writing. Give my love and 
rejgards to the family. Same oomes from the boys.

Love, TONY.

2 IEBRUAEY 1944



Hello Abbey, . ' «
Gee pal it sure as bell is good hearing from you again, ‘'.knclA ^
' ' < if 

your letters are-corning, pretty fast to me also., Your3 was written
'i: ■■■■■/ ’■ „ . 'P . ' f t

the 20th of May and I received it on .the 25th of the month. lrettyr.
T»st. i sn’t it. I am glad you are fine and glad also to hear thati , • i

brother Neil is getting along Well too. I myself am getting along f- 

pretty well and can’t complain. Iiope it keeps up this way for the 
duration. ■

* ■ -Vy: 4‘:,’?Abbey I was- surprised to read your letter and you feeling so 
badly about yourself being,as you so put yourself, A pencil pusher:,' 
well buddy you should thank your lucky'stars that you are a pencil, 
pusher and not a front line troop as we are, darn ̂ you I ’d kick you :b 
the se^t of your pants if I were there to. Listen here dopey and I.: d< 
mean dopey do you feel envious of the boys that have1 been wounded?!.'I; 
sure you don’t but it sounded like you did for a , moment* If you Snl;

knew the' hell we went through you wouldn't have written as you diq^ K
t ... .- ...... —  — — •--

"sure am -orry if I sound hot but <rit made me mad to read that you c||K 
• • : /  ; •% 

ed yourself a pencil pusher with'^ serial numbers. Y o u ’re right pkl ̂ ^
Sam is the dealer and he is handing out the cards and take your gofd,
hand of cards as it comes. Some guys are just unlucky in cards in <ii',

Well Abuey I have a little bad news to tell you about my broi'li
' ' - t I

Frankie, we have kad a notice that my brother is Missing in Action, '' 
can just imagine just how terrible I feel. I just can't keep my mifid 
on anything anymore. He is constantly on my mind. He is missing siric 
the 26th March,and we are praying for his safe return, he has.my 
constandt prayers, us a matter of fact I am attending two Novenas In• ; / -U.. .
his honer. '

• - >  -,V '■- Well Abbey I ’m very tired and I must close this letter with ’Be 
regards to a ll.the family and regards also to Mary and family. So-ffo

Munow soldier.
‘ ' f :-/ !



United States Coa<ffc Guard 

Manhattan Beaeh Training Station 

Brooklyn, Mew Yof/k-

Company..• P. •.
2 April, 19A3

Dear pal Abby,
I have your letter of the 28th, and appreciate 

receiving it. Thanks for your kind word3, your confidence 
in me and your encouragement. lou must know too that 
that’s the way I think of you. I know well enough that 
you've probably got a keen eye out for the things you 
want most in tw© Army . I remember the enthusiasm you 
had for Army life before you went in, and that’s something 
more than I can say for most guys who go in. Keep your 
eyes and ears open Abby and use that tongue in your head 
to get you what you want. I guess you know as well as 
I do that if you want anything in the service, you've 
got to get it yourself, and if I may judge by your past, 
that is your high school days, I know you'll do well on 
your own.

your brother. Have you written Tommy yet? He's due 
to come home sometime about the endoof this month.
Have you been studying and working hard? Ever take any 
of those famous long Army hikes? I enyy your chances 
of being part time indoirrs and part time outdoors. Wish 
I could have it the same. Instead I'm stuck indoors 
practically all day. I still have a little schooling, 
but it's infrequent...the idea being just to keep up 
to date and fresh on Seamanship, gunnery, signalling 
and a couple of other little shits. For the most part 
though I have a pretty easy life in the Coast Guard.
Somedays I work long hours, but most days are average.
I study some too, so that I can get ahead. All in all, 
however, with a little work, a little study, plenty of 
liberty and some fun here and there, I manage to get through 
the days, and notfinding it too difficult at all. Most 
people keep telling me how lucky I am to be stationed so 
near home, andaable to get home for dinner a few nights 
a week, but I'm not keen on it. I know damn well that if 
I ever get out to sea I'll have a Biell of a lot more 
hardships to bear, but I don't care 'cause I v;ant the feeling 
of being q real 3ailor. I have had many sailors come down 
here , enrolled in some school and who have been out to sea, 
and they tell me that If it were possible they'd gladly swap 
places with me. I guess they’re right about i&eanguty being 
a tough life, but I won't be satisfied until I've had a taste 
of it myself. Well, Abby I guess I’ll run along-before I 
give you the impression that I'm a steady kicker or as we say 
a "bitcher". Will write you again soon, and in the meantime 
you have my usual warm regard designed for you, and my prayer 
for your well being and safety.

I hope you get your wish to be shipped with



......
Feelings such as I mentioned really hurt when you have nothing 

to do and think. Thinking of the fellows overseas, not necessarily the Infantryman because he13 always standing out in your mind, while 
you1 re home in the states0 And these feelings hurt mu'ch more when 
someone either sarcastically or unintentionally while joking, refers 
to your position® To them* ’'ignorance is bliss", they don’t know 
better because they don*t understand*

Telling you not to pay much If any attention to these remarks 
is silly because they take a long time to wear off, forget. All I 
can say is to remember one thing: "Who’s running the show?” Who 
put you there? fCertainly you didn1t ask for anythinga Besides, 
what could you have said, knowing you could only follow orderSo 
Keep this in mind always and someone says anything, hit them with 
these questions and. .remind them that Uncle S§m is running things,
Uncle Sam is the "boss".

Funny but when'I.think of the type of questions people will 
,ask me when I come home, I laugh. My actions towards these questions 
will depend on who’s;asking them and where0 GI's like you and I 
are doing just as much for.this war to end as the next man. Though 
we are administrative men in the Air Corps, still it takes GI*s 
to handle•the supply .system and back up the men behind the men who 
"Keep ’Em Flying",, ‘ "2 \J f  \ ?-/' J ! S'}-fa

Flag waving has never been my specialty and I’m not doing it 
now, v:YouJrre.^in^he^ata^es and that? s where you ipr.e put. - Anyone 
anywhere will gladly -change places. Goes %o shovv you that everyone 
looks for soniethingIthe next person has. Some got a break, those 
who didn’t sure love to reach out and take that break from the ones who have It. Remember its still the army. in the U*S0A<, and on foreign soil. Orders are carried out in both places and everyone 
’’pitches in” to strike solid blows every time the; army advances. Both 
our efforts are included Neil and no one can say differently.

■ You may call this a "morale letter11 when you’ve reached this 
far.0.if you want, to call it that, its OK by me. I only hope and very sincerely, that you never feel you should be overseas. For 
some of us,V its really a joke, except for those on the lines, their 
job is different. Yet, we’re here, you’re there and men are every
where for a purpose. ’ ^

Getting away from this serious minded letter we go off to 
music, operas. Say, have you seen any since going to one In Denver 
and sitting between two lovely, unknowns???? Qzzie and I sometimes 
refer to that incident as being "planned" and not "accidently."
I’ve seen plenty here in Italy with "La Boheme" with Tenore Gigli singing Rudolph, Incidently I only went to see Boheme four times.
All toll, I’ve seenvplenty and enjoyed all of them...don*t be surprise 
if I "pick out” famous arias and tell you the name of the opera. Yes, 
I’ve reached that stage with most of them.

So long Neil, regards and love to the family,.„for you, have a good time during your off hours. Have fun, the war will end soon 
and I’ll be seeing you sooner than we expect. When Ifm coining home? 
My predicition, strictly between the two of us...APRIL of 46. But I may be wrong*. ; .


