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Funeral Honors  

New York National Guard provided more than 6k funeral honors in 2025  

Batavia Daily News, January 16, 2026: 
 

LATHAM — New York National Guard soldiers and airmen provided military funeral 
honors at 6,166 graveside services in 2025. 

 The 69 soldiers who serve in the New York Army National Guard Honor Guard 
conducted 5,051 military funerals, National Guard officials said in a news release. 

 In the meantime, the 61 airmen who serve on six base honor guards conducted 
services 1,565 times in 2026. 

 Since 2000, federal law has mandated that the military provide funeral honors for 
any former military member who was not dishonorably discharged. The New York 
Army and Air National Guard, as community-based military forces, conduct many of 
those funerals. 

 Federal law requires that at least two service members attend a funeral, ensure that 
taps is played and that a flag is provided to the family of the former service member. 

 Retired military members and those who die on active duty are eligible for more 
elaborate services, which can involve up to nine honor guard members and include a 
rifle salute. 

 In 2024, the New York Army and Air Guard conducted 8,783 military funeral 
services, while in 2023, military funeral honors were conducted 9,083 times. 



 Families request Army military funeral honors through their funeral home director, 
who contacts the New York team to schedule the services. 

 The New York Air National Guard operates honor guard programs at three of its four 
airbases in Syracuse, Scotia, and Westhampton Beach. 

 The 107th Attack Wing teams up with the U.S. Air Force Reserve’s 914th Airlift Wing 
at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. New York Air Guard and Air Reserve members 
serve together on a team which covers western New York and part of Pennsylvania. 

New York National Guard provided more than 6k funeral honors in 2025 | News | 
thedailynewsonline.com   
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Military funerals in New York: Ceremonies to bid final farewells decline as 
generation of World War II, Korea war vets dwindles  

Newsday, January 14, 2026 :: 
 

New York's reserve forces, which provide military funeral services for service 
members, are seeing a generational shift in which they are giving a final farewell to 
fewer veterans in a dwindling connection to history. 

 The New York Army National Guard and the New York Air National Guard provided 
military funeral honors for 6,166 veterans last year, according to a news release from 
the New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs, which oversees guard 
outfits. That statewide figure declined from 9,824 in 2022, to 9,083 in 2023 and 8,783 
in 2024. 

 While each service marks the end of one veteran’s personal story, they collectively 
remind Americans that so few veterans of World War II and the Korean War remain 
to share their firsthand accounts of history. 

 A dwindling generation 

"Obviously that generation is dwindling in massive numbers, so there’s obviously 
going to be a decline in the amount of funerals that are held." Marcelle Leis, director 
of Suffolk County Veterans Service Agency and a veteran of the U.S. Air Force and 
the New York Air National Guard, told Newsday in a phone interview. 

WHAT NEWSDAY FOUND 

https://www.thedailynewsonline.com/news/new-york-national-guard-provided-more-than-6k-funeral-honors-in-2025/article_0da1fb93-ea97-436a-b7c7-3ff59322a709.html
https://www.thedailynewsonline.com/news/new-york-national-guard-provided-more-than-6k-funeral-honors-in-2025/article_0da1fb93-ea97-436a-b7c7-3ff59322a709.html


The number of military funerals in New York are decreasing as the generation that 
served in World War II and Korea dwindles. 

Many current military funerals are for Vietnam-era veterans, a smaller group than the 
earlier wars, and many are dying earlier from the effects of the toxic defoliant Agent 
Orange. 

Military officials say the funerals are especially important for families to understand 
the role their loved one played in war. 

While a deceased veteran's family hears taps and watches service members salute 
their loved one, "they are very grateful because many of those service members, 
those veterans, never really spoke about their experiences," Leis said. 

"That’s culturally what we do; we don’t talk about when we went to war and what our 
experiences were, but they see the honor that is given to that service member, that 
veteran," Leis added. "It’s so meaningful for them." 

While some World War II and Korean War veterans — age around 90 to either side 
of 100 — remain, there are far more Vietnam veterans, mostly in their 70s. 
"Unfortunately," they are dying relatively young due to "the exposure to the toxins, 
especially Agent Orange, when they were in-country," and because they returned 
home unwelcomed and "delayed going for medical care that they should have 
received," Leis said. 

On Long Island and across the United States, Vietnam vets mark the largest 
subpopulation of veterans and account for the majority of their deaths today, 
according to Leis. But the ongoing generational shift means there's a much smaller 
pool of people for the National Guard to honor. Nearly twice as many Americans 
served during World War II compared with the Vietnam War. 

There arearound 100,000 "counted" veterans on Long Island, with roughly 58,000 in 
Suffolk, according to Leis. She believes there are more veterans who are not counted 
because the U.S. Census no longer asks for this information and some vets are not 
affiliated with organizations that serve them. 

In the 'Vietnam era' 

When Master Sgt. Alan Sanchez started performing funeral honors for airmen in 
2008, he said the 106th Rescue Wing, which covers Long Island and the five 
boroughs of New York City, was responsible for upward of 1,000 funerals a year. A 
decade later, the 106th performed honors for around 750 veterans. Last year, the 
total dropped to 580. 

"Probably around 2010 is where it really started declining," Sanchez, who now heads 
the rescue wing’s honor guard, told Newsday in a phone interview. "Before then, it 



was very heavy with World War II veterans. We’re mostly in the Vietnam era, now 
approaching soon Desert Storm and then every conflict in between." 

Last year, funding for members of the New York Air National Guard to perform 
military honors at funerals was reduced, according to the state agency that oversees 
the reserve force. Local veterans, however, say they have not noticed any service 
disruptions. 

By federal law, military forces must send at least two service members to the funeral 
of a veteran who served in an active duty role and was honorably discharged. 

Duties are typically performed by reservists, save for the rare occasion where a daily 
number of funerals exceeds a branch’s available members, according to Sanchez. In 
these cases, service members can be requested to provide the honors for a member 
of a different branch. 

On call for funerals 

While the 106th's honor guard is most often requested for funerals at Calverton 
National Cemetery, members have traveled to much farther and more unorthodox 
venues, including restaurants and sporting events, Sanchez said. While these 
service members hope to receive assignments one to three days in advance, they 
must occasionally hit the road with just a couple hours' notice. 

"Our job, it's pretty much on call 24/7," the master sergeant said. "We try to select 
members [for the honor guard] that understand that ... it can be taxing on your 
personal life sometimes." 

Guardsmen arrive around an hour before a service begins to survey the scene, 
rehearse and plan a smooth exit, according to Sanchez. Honors generally begin with 
a salute of the hearse and include the playing of taps, often a prerecorded rendition 
with an electronic bugle. The service members then fold an American flag 13 times 
until they form a triangle exclusively showcasing blue with white stars. 

One member presents the flag to the veteran’s family and recites the presidential 
speech in which the veteran is thanked, on behalf of the president, the military 
branch in which they served and a "grateful nation," for their "honorable and faithful 
service." 

"We are not to alter the speech," Sanchez said . "If the loved one of the service 
member is breaking down, they're crying, I say ‘my condolences’ or ‘it’s truly an 
honor.’ But for the most part, the speech is the speech, we salute and we exit." 

If a veteran’s family requests a live bugle player to perform taps or a rifle squad for a 
final salute, members of Veterans of Foreign Wars chapters, American Legion posts 



or other veterans organizations provide these services, and coordinate with the 
military’s official honor guard. 

"There are always veterans organizations who will step up," Eric Spinner, a chaplain 
for the Nassau County American Legion and a Vietnam-era veteran, said. "Honoring 
a fellow veteran — living or dead — is something which is very special to all of us. ... 
We’re brothers and sisters in arms." 

The healing process 

After providing military funeral honors for around 2,000, plus for 2,000 soldiers when 
he served the New York Army National Guard, Sanchez may finally retire from that 
duty when his latest contract expires in April. He first took to the task after attending 
the funerals for multiple Army guard members he knew, including his former 
lieutenant. 

"I love being able to give back to families ... bring closure, just like the Army honor 
guard team did for my lieutenant," Sanchez said. "I think it's very, very soothing and 
an important part of the healing process when you lose a loved one." 

Sanchez hopes to open up a slot on the honor guard for a younger airman like Staff 
Sgt. Yanier Romero, who joined the 106th Rescue Wing’s funeral service group 2½ 
years ago. When asked why he sought the funeral honors position, Romero said: 
"This is a way for me to thank the prior generation for everything that they have done 
for us." 

By Nicholas Grasso 

nicholas.grasso@newsday.com 

Nicholas Grasso covers breaking news for Newsday. A Long Island native, he 
previously worked at several community newspapers and lifestyle magazines based 
on the East End. 

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/national-guard-military-funerals-
vietnam-wwi-veterans-h2kztvrn# 

 

New York Air National Guard Honors Millard Fillmore 

East Aurora Advertiser, January 13, 2026 : 

Since 1967, under Lyndon B. Johnson’s administration, military officers have upheld 
the tradition of placing wreaths on behalf of the sitting president at the graves of 
former presidents on their birthdays. 

mailto:nicholas.grasso@newsday.com
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/national-guard-military-funerals-vietnam-wwi-veterans-h2kztvrn
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/national-guard-military-funerals-vietnam-wwi-veterans-h2kztvrn


The Air National Guard 107th Attack Wing is based at Niagara Falls Air Reserve 
Station. 

Members of the American Legion Francis J. Donovan Post, The Buffalo Club, Forest 
Lawn Cemetery staff, and members of the local community attended the ceremony. 

New York National Guard officers also present wreaths at the gravesites of 
Presidents Martin Van Buren, buried in Kinderhook in the Hudson Valley, and 
Chester A. Arthur, buried in Menands, a suburb of Albany. 

Forest Lawn Cemetery, established in 1849, was one of the first professionally 
landscaped rural cemeteries in the United States and is the final resting place for 
more than 170,000 individuals, according to cemetery officials. 

Fillmore was born in Summerhill, New York, in 1800 and died in 1874 after suffering 
a stroke. The ceremony marked the 226th anniversary of his birth. 

He became a lawyer in 1823 and later served as a member of Congress and 
comptroller of New York State. He was elected vice president in 1848 on a ticket with 
President Zachary Taylor. 

Fillmore was also a founding member of the University of Buffalo and served as a 
trustee of the university until his death. 

Following Taylor’s death in 1850, Fillmore assumed the presidency. He was the last 
member of the Whig Party to serve as president. While many Whigs later joined the 
emerging Republican Party, Fillmore declined and ran unsuccessfully for president in 
1856 as the candidate of the Know Nothing Party. 

As president, Fillmore supported the Compromise of 1850, a series of laws that 
admitted California to the Union as a free state and banned the sale of enslaved 
people in the District of Columbia, while also requiring federal officials to assist in the 
capture of individuals who had escaped slavery. 

The Fugitive Slave Act, a component of the compromise, proved deeply unpopular in 
the North and damaged Fillmore’s political standing in his home state. 

https://www.eastaurorany.com/articles/new-york-air-national-guard-honors-millard-
fillmore/ 
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Duty Calls: National Guard teams conduct 6,166 military funeral honors  
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Times Union, January 12, 2026 :: 
 

A total of 125 highly trained New York Army National Guard and Air National Guard 
honor guard members performed 6,166 gravesite military funerals last year, 
according to Eric Durr, a spokesman for the New York National Guard. 

New York Army National Guard’s 24 fulltime and 44 honor guard members served 
during 5,051 graveside services.  Eleven Air National Guard full-time members and 
50 part-time members conducted 1,565 services at national cemeteries and other 
burial grounds throughout the state, including at the Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga 
Cemetery in Schuylerville, Durr said. 

 Since 2000, federal law has mandated that the military provide funeral honors for 
any former service member who was not dishonorably discharged, he says. 

The law requires that at least two service members attend the funeral, that taps be 
played — usually with an “electronic bugle” — and that a flag be provided to the 
family of the former service member. 

 “Retired military members and those who die on active duty are eligible for more 
elaborate services, which can include up to nine honor guard members and a rifle 
salute,” Durr added. 

 Each Army National Guard honor guard member must undergo intense training, 
according 2nd Lt. Lillian Jindrick, honor guard officer-in-charge. 

That includes 40 hours of practicing the precise movements of folding and presenting 
the American flag to a family, electronically playing taps and receiving a casket 
involved in a military funeral. 

“Air National Guard honor guard members go through the same type of training that 
the Army provides for its honor guard teams,” said Air National Guard Master Sgt. 
Terra Martin, noncommissioned officer in charge of the 109th Airlift Wing honor guard 
at the Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia 

The Air Force provides mobile training teams to teach airmen honor guard skills. 

“The majority of the (military) funerals are the abbreviated service with two honor 
guard members,” Durr said. “But veterans who have retired from the military, or have 
died on duty, are entitled to a service that includes six personnel carrying a casket, a 
firing squad and a bugler.” 

In 2024, the New York Army and Air Guard conducted 8,783 military funeral services, 
while in 2023, military funeral honors were conducted 9,083 times. 



In 2022, the New York National Guard provided 9,824 funeral honors services. 

 New York Army National Guard Sgt. Justin Kehati, a member of the honor guard 
since 2022, said he’s noticed the decline in the number of funerals over time. 

His team used to do as many as four funerals a day. Now, they average around two, 
Kehati said. 

 “It’s sad to say, but almost all of our World War II vets have already passed on, and 
the Korean War vets too,” Kehati said. “Overall, it seems the trend for military 
funerals is that they are slowing.” 

In 2000, when the military funeral law went into effect, there were 1.3 million veterans 
in New York, and 349,819 of them were World War II veterans, according to the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 

 In 2023, there were 662,404 veterans in New York, according to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.  At that time, approximately 5,000 World War II veterans were still 
alive. In 2010, the New York Army National Guard conducted 10,300 military funerals 
— 90% of them for World War II veterans. 

Kehati said he got involved in the funeral honors program because he thought the job 
would help him overcome his anxiety around death and funerals. 

It did that, and more. 

Kehati said the job is very rewarding because “being there for the families and letting 
them know that their loved one is really cherished by the country, and if that helps 
ease their grief, that is worth it and then some.” 

Families request Army military funeral honors through their funeral home director, 
who contacts the New York team to schedule the services. 

The New York Army National Guard runs a centralized playing program based out of 
six locations across the state, according to Jindrick. 

 The New York Air National Guard operates honor guard programs at three of its four 
air bases in Syracuse, Scotia and Westhampton Beach. 

The 107th Attack Wing teams up with the U.S. Air Force Reserve’s 914th Airlift Wing 
at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. New York Air Guard and Air Reserve members 
serve together on a team that covers western New York and part of Pennsylvania. 

The Air Guard programs work with the Air Force casualty assistance centers at 
Hanscomb Air Force Base and at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst to coordinate 
events. 



The 105th Airlift Wing at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh lost funding 
for full-time honor guard members in March and ended their programs, Durr noted. 

The 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia and the 106th 
Rescue Wing at Francis S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton 
Beach had to reduce full-time guard members, he added. 

The Army Guard Long Island detachment and the 106th Rescue Wings do more 
funerals than others because of the region’s population size and the existence of the 
Calverton National Cemetery on Long Island, according to Jindrick and Capt. Cheran 
Campbell, public affairs officer for the 106th Rescue Wing. 

 Honor guard volunteers 

The Saratoga National Cemetery Honor Guard Association is seeking veterans to 
become voluntary members of the honor guard at the Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga 
National Cemetery in Schuylerville. The association provides military funeral honors 
for honorably discharged veterans at the cemetery. 

Members are veterans who were honorably discharged. They usually volunteer once 
a week to form a squad that provides military honors for deceased veterans being 
interred at the cemetery. If interested, visit snchga.org or call Art Dutcher at 518-253-
3203 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-national-guard-teams-conduct-6-
166-21287603.php 
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Military Museum 

NYS Military Museum to unroll massive Battle of Saratoga painting  

WTEN, January 15, 2026 : 
 

LATHAM, N.Y. (NEWS10) — A colossal historic Battle of Saratoga painting that once 
hung on a Troy hotel’s wall is being unrolled for examination on January 16 at the 
New York State Military Museum in Saratoga Springs. Officials at the museum said 
on Thursday that “Benedict Arnold, Triumphant at Saratoga” has been stored since 
its acquisition in 2013, but will be on display again for the battle’s 250th anniversary. 

 The museum will unroll the seven-foot-tall, 25-foot-wide painting for conservators 
from Foreground Conservation & Decorative Arts in Livingston at 11 a.m. to assess 
its condition. Portraying Revolutionary War traitor Benedict Arnold as the hero of the 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-national-guard-teams-conduct-6-166-21287603.php
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-national-guard-teams-conduct-6-166-21287603.php


Battle of Saratoga, the painting captures Arnold and American troops attacking a 
British fortification held by Hessian troops, the museum said. 

 The painting’s examination comes as Museum Director Courtney Burns estimates 
that its preparation will require a complete cleaning, consolidation of flaking paint, 
filling in areas of lost paint, mounting, and more. Museum officials added that the 
Friends of New York State Military Museum is funding the roughly $30,000 project. 

https://www.news10.com/news/saratoga-county/nys-military-museum-to-unroll-
massive-battle-of-saratoga-painting/ 
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New York Air National Guard 

Duty Calls: Loudonville resident takes command of New York Air National Guard  

Times Union, January 19,2026: 
 

Gary Charlton II of Loudonville was promoted to major general as he took command 
of the 5,800-member New York Air National Guard during two ceremonies at New 
York National Guard Headquarters in Latham. 

 Charlton replaced Maj. Gen. Michael Banks of Darien Center, Genesee County, on 
Jan. 9 upon Banks’ retirement after 37 years of military duty. He had also served as 
assistant adjutant general of the state’s military forces. 

New York Army National Guard Maj. Gen. Raymond Shields, state adjutant, presided 
over the ceremony. 

 Charlton now leads airmen serving in five air wings and the Eastern Air Defense 
Sector, the largest Air National Guard in the country. The New York Air Guard also 
includes the 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia, the 
105th Airlift Wing in Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh, and the 106th 
Rescue Wing at Francis S. Gabreski Air National Guard base in Westhampton 
Beach. The Eastern Air Defense Sector is responsible for the air defense of the 
United States east of the Mississippi as part of the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command. 

 Charlton, who began his military career as an enlisted airman, is a veteran of the 
Persian Gulf, Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

He previously commanded the New York Air National Guard’s 107th Attack Wing in 
Niagara Falls and the 105th Airlift Wing in Newburgh. 

https://www.news10.com/news/saratoga-county/nys-military-museum-to-unroll-massive-battle-of-saratoga-painting/
https://www.news10.com/news/saratoga-county/nys-military-museum-to-unroll-massive-battle-of-saratoga-painting/


 Shields says Charlton is the “right leader” to command New York’s airmen. 

 “You have the opportunity to continue to build the New York Air National Guard and 
take the organization to new levels of professionalism,” Sheilds told Charlton. 

 “Before I ever wore a commission (officer rank), I wore stripes,” Charlton said. 
“Those first 10 years as an enlisted airman shaped everything I believe about 
leadership. I learned that the best ideas come from the flight line, the shop floor and 
the airmen who make the mission happen. Leader is not about a position, it’s about 
people, and it’s listening before speaking, serving before leading and earning trust 
every day.” 

 Charlton, who is a command pilot with more than 3,400 hours in a variety of aircraft, 
started his Air National Guard career by enlisting in the 174th Fighter Wing at 
Hancock Field Air National Guard Base in 1990 as a fuel system technician. He 
deployed with that unit’s F-16s fighters for Operation Desert Shield and Operation 
Desert Storm missions in the Middle East. 

After he was commissioned in 2000 as a second lieutenant, he became a F-16 pilot 
with the 138th Fighter Squadron. He stayed with the unit as it transitioned from F-16s 
to remotely piloted MQ-9s and later converted back to an attack wing. 

 Charlton served as the commander of the 138th Attack Squadron before being 
reassigned to the 107th Attack Wing at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. He served 
as the command of the wing's operations group and then wing vice commander 
before commanding the 107th from 2018 to 2022. 

 From 2022 to 2024, Charlton served as commander of the 105th Airlift Wing, the C-
17 Globemaster III unit based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh. 

 He left command of the 105th in 2024 and served briefly as the director of 
operations for the Air National Guard Bureau's operations section before returning to 
New York to assume his current position. 

 The general earned a Bachelor of Arts in psychology from Columbia College and is 
a graduate of the Air Command and Staff College and the Air War College. 

 Charlton has earned a Legion of Merit, five Meritorious Service Medals, three Air 
Medals, 10 Aerial Achievement Medals, an Air and Space Commendation Medal and 
three Air and Space Achievement Medals. 

 Celebration of Life 

Army Sgt. Nathan Higginbotham will be commemorated during “Nathan’s Celebration 
of Life” from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 31, at the American Legion Post at 1809 
Union St., Schenectady. 



 Higginbotham died from an apparent gunshot wound on Jan. 31, 2016. He was 
serving with the 5th Squadron, 1st. Cavalry Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 25th Infantry Division at Fort Wainwright, near Fairbanks, Alaska. 

 Proceeds from the fundraiser will benefit Ibi Semper Training, a nonprofit that pairs 
veterans and first responders with rescue dogs to cope with post-traumatic stress 
disorder, as well as aid veterans’ programs. 

 The event will include refreshments, raffles, silent auctions and service dog 
presentations. 

 For more information, contact Justine Crowley-Duncan at memories99@me.com. 

 Wreath removal 

Volunteers are needed to pick up Wreaths Across America wreaths from more than 
17,000 veterans’ gravesites at the Gerald B.H. Salomon Saratoga National Cemetery 
at 200 Duell Road, Schuylerville, beginning at 9 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 24. 

 Nancy O’Donnell, cemetery support group spokeswoman, urges volunteers to bring 
broomsticks or toboggans to help carry away the wreaths. There is no need for 
volunteers to register to help. Just show up. 

  For information, contact Bill Schaaf, volunteer coordinator and Patriot Guard Riders 
state captain, at billschaaf@aol.com or 518-542-0608. 

 News of your troops and units can be sent to Times Union, Duty Calls, Terry Brown, 
Box 15000, Albany, NY 12212 or brownt@timesunion.com. 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-loudonville-man-takes-command-
ny-air-21300526.php 
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New Commander sworn in to lead NY Air National Guard  

Orleans Hub, January 11, 2025 :: 
 

LATHAM, NY – An Air Guard officer who started as an enlisted Airman and served in 
the Persian Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan, assumed command of the New York Air 
National Guard during a ceremony on Friday at New York National Guard 
headquarters in Latham. 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-loudonville-man-takes-command-ny-air-21300526.php
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-loudonville-man-takes-command-ny-air-21300526.php


Major General Gary Charlton II, who has also commanded the New York Air Guard’s 
107th Attack Wing in Niagara Falls, and the 105th Airlift Wing in Newburgh, now 
heads the largest Air National Guard in the United States. 

Charlton, who lives in the Albany suburb of Loudonville, replaced Major General 
Michael Bank, who is retiring after 37 years of service. 

He has been serving as assistant adjutant general, Air for the New York National 
Guard and will now serve simultaneously in both assignments. 

Charlton was promoted from one-star brigadier general to two-star major general 
before assuming command of the New York Air Guard. 

Major General Ray Shields, the adjutant general of New York, and the presiding 
officer for the ceremony, said Charlton was the “right leader” to command New York’s 
Airmen. 

“You have the opportunity to continue to build the New York Air National Guard and 
to take the organization to new levels of professionalism,” Shields told Charlton. 

In his remarks, Charlton thanked his wife, Susan and his daughters, Megan and 
Ginger, as well as his extended family, for their support over the years. 

“You have carried this career as much as I have,” he said. 

Charlton said his years as an enlisted Airmen shaped his command style as an 
officer. 

“Before I ever wore a commission, I wore stripes,” Charlton said. 

“I learned that the best ideas often come from the flightline, the shop floor and the 
Airmen who make the mission happen,” he said. 

“Leader is not about a position, it’s about people, it’s about listening before speaking, 
serving before leading, and earning trust every single day,” Charlton told his 
audience. 

The members of the New York Air Guard are the “embodiment of versatility and 
excellence,” he said. 

Air National Guard Major General Gary Charlton II has new two-star general stars 
pinned on by his daughters during promotion and change of command ceremonies 
held on Jan. 9. 

Charlton, who is a command pilot with more than 3,400 hours in a variety of aircraft, 
started his Air National Guard career by enlisting in the 174th Fighter Wing at 



Hancock Field Air National Guard Base, in 1990 as a fuel system technician. He 
deployed with the wing’s F-16s to the Middle East in 1990/ 91 as part of Operation 
Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm. 

In 2000, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant and became an F-16 pilot. 
Charlton served in the 138th Fighter Squadron and made the transition from the F-16 
to the remotely piloted MQ-9, when the 174th converted to an attack wing from 2010 
to 2012. 

Charlton served as the commander of the 138th Attack Squadron before being 
reassigned to the 107th Attack Wing at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. He served 
as the command of the wing’s operations group and then wing vice commander 
before commanding the 107th from 2018 to 2022. 

From 2022 to 2024, Charlton served as commander of the 105th Airlift Wing, the C-
17 Globemaster III unit based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh. He 
was promoted to brigadier general in June of 2022, while leading the 105th Airlift 
Wing. 

He left command of the 105th in 2024 and served briefly as the director of operations 
for the Air National Guard Bureau’s operations section, before returning to New York 
to assume his current position. 

Charlton holds a Bachelor of Arts in psychology from Columbia College and is a 
graduate of the Air Command and Staff College and the Air War College. He is a 
graduate of the National Security Studies Program at Syracuse University and the 
General and Flag Officer Seminar conducted by Harvard University. 

 Charlton’s military awards include the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal 
the Air Medal. The Aerial Achievement Medal and campaign medals for his military 
deployments. 

 The New York Air National Guard, with over 5,800 Airmen serving in five air wings 
and the Eastern Air Defense Sector is the largest Air National Guard in the country. 

The New York Air Guard also includes the 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National 
Guard Base in Scotia, and the 106th Rescue Wing at Francis S. Gabreski Air 
National Guard base in Westhampton Beach. 

The Eastern Air Defense Sector is responsible for the air defense of the United 
States east of the Mississippi as part of the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command. 

https://orleanshub.com/new-commander-sworn-in-to-lead-ny-air-national-guard/ 
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New York Air Guard, the largest in the US, gets new commander  

Olean Times Herald, January 9, 2026 :: 
 

LATHAM — An Air Guard major general, who started as an enlisted airman and 
served in the Persian Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan, assumed command of the New 
York Air National Guard in a ceremony Friday at NY Guard headquarters. 

 Maj. Gen. Gary Charlton II, who has also commanded the New York Air Guard’s 
107th Attack Wing in Niagara Falls and the 105th Airlift Wing in Newburgh, now 
heads the largest state Air National Guard in the United States. 

 Charlton, who lives in the Albany suburb of Loudonville, replaced Maj. Gen. Michael 
Bank, who is retiring after 37 years of service. 

 Charlton has been serving as assistant adjutant general, Air for the New York 
National Guard and will now serve simultaneously in both assignments. 

 He was promoted from one-star brigadier general to two-star major general before 
assuming command of the New York Air Guard. 

 Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, the adjutant general of New York and the presiding officer for 
the ceremony, said Charlton was the “right leader” to command New York’s airmen. 

 “You have the opportunity to continue to build the New York Air National Guard and 
to take the organization to new levels of professionalism,” Shields told Charlton. 

 In his remarks, Charlton thanked his wife, Susan, and his daughters, Megan and 
Ginger, as well as his extended family, for their support over the years. 

 “You have carried this career as much as I have,” he said. 

 Charlton said his years as an enlisted airmen shaped his command style as an 
officer. 

 “Before I ever wore a commission, I wore stripes,” he said. “I learned that the best 
ideas often come from the flightline, the shop floor and the airmen who make the 
mission happen. 

 “Leadership is not about a position, it’s about people, it’s about listening before 
speaking, serving before leading, and earning trust every single day,” Charlton 
added. 



 Charlton, who is a command pilot with more than 3,400 hours in a variety of aircraft, 
started his Air Guard career by enlisting in the 174th Fighter Wing at Hancock Field 
Air National Guard Base in 1990 as a fuel-system technician. He deployed with the 
wing’s F-16s to the Middle East in 1990-91 as part of Operation Desert Shield and 
Operation Desert Storm. 

 In 2000, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant and became an F-16 pilot. 
Charlton served in the 138th Fighter Squadron and made the transition from the F-16 
to the remotely piloted MQ-9, when the 174th converted to an attack wing from 2010 
to 2012. 

 Charlton served as the commander of the 138th Attack Squadron before being 
reassigned to the 107th Attack Wing at Niagara Falls. He served as the command of 
the wing’s operations group and then wing vice commander before commanding the 
107th from 2018 to 2022. 

 From 2022 to 2024, Charlton served as commander of the 105th Airlift Wing, the C-
17 Globemaster III unit based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh. He 
was promoted to brigadier general in June of 2022, while leading the 105th Airlift 
Wing. 

 He left command of the 105th in 2024, and served briefly as the director of 
operations for the Air National Guard Bureau’s operations section, before returning to 
New York to assume his current position. 

 Charlton earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Columbia College and is a 
graduate of the Air Command and Staff College and the Air War College. He is a 
graduate of the National Security Studies Program at Syracuse University and the 
General and Flag Officer Seminar conducted by Harvard University. 

 Charlton’s military awards include the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Air Medal, the Aerial Achievement Medal and campaign medals for his 
deployments. 

 The New York Air National Guard, with more than 5,800 airmen serving in five air 
wings and the Eastern Air Defense Sector, is the largest Air National Guard in the 
country. 

 The New York Air Guard also includes the 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National 
Guard Base in Scotia and the 106th Rescue Wing at Francis S. Gabreski Air National 
Guard base in Westhampton Beach, Long Island. 

 The Eastern Air Defense Sector is responsible for the air defense of the U.S. east of 
the Mississippi as part of the North American Aerospace Defense Command. 



https://www.oleantimesherald.com/2026/01/09/new-york-air-guard-largest-us-gets-
new-commander/ 
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New York Air National Guard Honors Millard Fillmore  

East Aurora Advertiser, January 13, 2026 :: 
 

 Since 1967, under Lyndon B. Johnson’s administration, military officers have upheld 
the tradition of placing wreaths on behalf of the sitting president at the graves of 
former presidents on their birthdays. 

The Air National Guard 107th Attack Wing is based at Niagara Falls Air Reserve 
Station. 

Members of the American Legion Francis J. Donovan Post, The Buffalo Club, Forest 
Lawn Cemetery staff, and members of the local community attended the ceremony. 

New York National Guard officers also present wreaths at the gravesites of 
Presidents Martin Van Buren, buried in Kinderhook in the Hudson Valley, and 
Chester A. Arthur, buried in Menands, a suburb of Albany. 

Forest Lawn Cemetery, established in 1849, was one of the first professionally 
landscaped rural cemeteries in the United States and is the final resting place for 
more than 170,000 individuals, according to cemetery officials. 

Fillmore was born in Summerhill, New York, in 1800 and died in 1874 after suffering 
a stroke. The ceremony marked the 226th anniversary of his birth. 

He became a lawyer in 1823 and later served as a member of Congress and 
comptroller of New York State. He was elected vice president in 1848 on a ticket with 
President Zachary Taylor. 

Fillmore was also a founding member of the University of Buffalo and served as a 
trustee of the university until his death. 

Following Taylor’s death in 1850, Fillmore assumed the presidency. He was the last 
member of the Whig Party to serve as president. While many Whigs later joined the 
emerging Republican Party, Fillmore declined and ran unsuccessfully for president in 
1856 as the candidate of the Know Nothing Party. 

https://www.oleantimesherald.com/2026/01/09/new-york-air-guard-largest-us-gets-new-commander/
https://www.oleantimesherald.com/2026/01/09/new-york-air-guard-largest-us-gets-new-commander/


As president, Fillmore supported the Compromise of 1850, a series of laws that 
admitted California to the Union as a free state and banned the sale of enslaved 
people in the District of Columbia, while also requiring federal officials to assist in the 
capture of individuals who had escaped slavery. 

The Fugitive Slave Act, a component of the compromise, proved deeply unpopular in 
the North and damaged Fillmore’s political standing in his home state. 

https://www.eastaurorany.com/articles/new-york-air-national-guard-honors-millard-
fillmore/ 
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New York Air National Guard gets new commander  

Rome Sentinel, January 12, 2026 :: 
 

LATHAM — An Air Guard officer who started as an enlisted airman, and served in 
the Persian Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan, assumed command of the New York Air 
National Guard during a Friday, Jan. 9, ceremony at the New York National Guard 
headquarters. 

 Major Gen. Gary Charlton II, who has also commanded the New York Air Guard’s 
107th Attack Wing in Niagara Falls, and the 105th Airlift Wing in Newburgh, now 
heads the largest Air National Guard in the U.S. 

 Charlton, who lives in the Albany suburb of Loudonville, replaced Major Gen. 
Michael Bank, who is retiring after 37 years of service. 

 Charlton was promoted from one-star brigadier general to two-star major general 
before assuming command of the New York Air Guard. 

 Major Gen. Ray Shields, adjutant general of New York and the presiding officer for 
the ceremony, said Charlton was the “right leader” to command New York’s airmen. 

 “You have the opportunity to continue to build the New York Air National Guard and 
to take the organization to new levels of professionalism,” Shields told Charlton. 

 In his remarks, Charlton thanked his wife, Susan and his daughters, Megan and 
Ginger, as well as his extended family, for their support over the years. “You have 
carried this career as much as I have,” he said. 

https://www.eastaurorany.com/articles/new-york-air-national-guard-honors-millard-fillmore/
https://www.eastaurorany.com/articles/new-york-air-national-guard-honors-millard-fillmore/


 Charlton said his years as an enlisted airmen shaped his command style as an 
officer. “I — before I ever wore a commission — I wore stripes,” Charlton said. 

 “I learned that the best ideas often come from the flightline, the shop floor and the 
airmen who make the mission happen,” he said. “Leader is not about a position, it’s 
about people, it’s about listening before speaking, serving before leading, and 
earning trust every single day.” 

 The members of the New York Air Guard are the “embodiment of versatility and 
excellence,” he said. 

 Charlton, who is a command pilot with more than 3,400 hours in a variety of aircraft, 
started his Air National Guard career by enlisting in the 174th Fighter Wing at 
Hancock Field Air National Guard Base, in 1990 as a fuel system technician. He 
deployed with the wing’s F-16s to the Middle East in 1990-91 as part of Operation 
Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm. 

 In 2000, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant and became an F-16 pilot. 
Charlton served in the 138th Fighter Squadron and made the transition from the F-16 
to the remotely piloted MQ-9, when the 174th converted to an attack wing from 2010 
to 2012. 

 Charlton served as the commander of the 138th Attack Squadron before being 
reassigned to the 107th Attack Wing at Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. He served 
as the command of the wing’s operations group and then wing vice commander 
before commanding the 107th from 2018 to 2022. 

 From 2022 to 2024, Charlton served as commander of the 105th Airlift Wing, the C-
17 Globemaster III unit based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh. He 
was promoted to brigadier general in June of 2022, while leading the 105th Airlift 
Wing. 

 He left command of the 105th in 2024 and served briefly as the director of 
operations for the Air National Guard Bureau’s operations section, before returning to 
New York to assume his current position. 

  Charlton has a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Columbia College and is a 
graduate of the Air Command and Staff College and the Air War College. He is a 
graduate of the National Security Studies Program at Syracuse University and the 
General and Flag Officer Seminar conducted by Harvard University. 

 Charlton’s military awards include the Legion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal 
the Air Medal. The Aerial Achievement Medal and campaign medals for his military 
deployments. 



 The New York Air National Guard — with over 5,800 Airmen serving in five air wings 
and the Eastern Air Defense Sector, responsible for the air defense of the eastern 
U.S. and located in Rome at the Griffiss Business and Technology Park — is the 
largest Air National Guard in the country. 

 The New York Air Guard also includes the 109th Airlift Wing at Stratton Air National 
Guard Base in Scotia, and the 106th Rescue Wing at Francis S. Gabreski Air 
National Guard base in Westhampton Beach. 

https://www.romesentinel.com/news/new-york-air-national-guard-gets-new-
commander/article_0b972e51-7805-40d0-8f5f-90881385dfa8.html 
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New York Army National Guard  

New York Army Guard Psychologist is Warhammer Champion  

Nationalguard.mil, January 12,2026 :: 
 

LATHAM, N.Y. – New York Army Guard Maj. Matthew Southard holds a doctorate in 
clinical psychology, has two master’s degrees, is a supervising psychologist for the 
New York Police Department, runs a sports psychology practice and is the state 
behavioral health officer for the New York Army National Guard. 

 He’s also “Matt Aaron,” the 2025 Warhammer 40,000 Hobby World Champion. 

 It’s a title he earned – for the third time in four years – after competing in multiple 
Warhammer tournaments across the country as a member of the U.S. Army’s official 
Esports Team. 

 In the world of Warhammer, this is a big deal. 

 Warhammer 40,000 is a 38-year-old tabletop hobby that involves building and 
painting miniature figures and fighting tabletop battles with them. The storyline 
resembles Dungeons and Dragons, but set in the far future with space marines, 
robots, elves, orks, tanks and blasters. 

 Southard said he started going by Matt Aaron as an inside joke between friends. He 
continues to use it as his “gamer tag” because it affords him some privacy. It helps to 
keep the two parts of his professional and personal life separate, he explained. 

https://www.romesentinel.com/news/new-york-air-national-guard-gets-new-commander/article_0b972e51-7805-40d0-8f5f-90881385dfa8.html
https://www.romesentinel.com/news/new-york-air-national-guard-gets-new-commander/article_0b972e51-7805-40d0-8f5f-90881385dfa8.html


 As a Warhammer celebrity, he appears on Warhammer YouTube videos and 
podcasts discussing the game. He also travels around the country to teach seminars 
on how to paint Warhammer figures. 

 Warhammer players often compete in large events for best general, best painter, 
best sport and sometimes a combination for best overall champion, Southard 
explained. 

 Southard said he got into the hobby at a young age. While he enjoyed playing the 
game, he was more drawn to the painting aspect of the game, Southard said. 

 But then life happened. 

 Southard earned degrees in psychology and biomedical science from the University 
of Buffalo. 

 He also pinned on his New York Army Guard second lieutenant bars through the 
Canisius University ROTC program. 

 Southard served in the 2nd Squadron, 101st Cavalry as a platoon leader and rear 
detachment troop executive officer, as a medical operations officer for the 27th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team and as a behavioral health officer for the 427th 
Support Battalion’s medical company. 

 He earned a master’s in psychology from Adelphi University in late 2011, then 
deployed to the Middle East as the medical operations officer for the 27th Mobile 
Engagement Team. 

 Upon returning to NY, he completed his doctorate from the City University of New 
York. 

 While doing his residency at the Buffalo VA Medical Center, he met an old 
Warhammer buddy and got back into the hobby. 

 “The game is great social conduit in many ways,” Southard explained. 

 “I am a psychologist, and the painting side is my creative outlet. It is my therapy in a 
way,” he added. 

 After getting back into the hobby, he also found success entering his painted figures 
into professional painting competitions where hundreds of people take part. 

 He was first introduced to the Army Esports Team after running into a team member 
at one of those events. That team member convinced him to join the team to 
represent the Army while continuing to play, he said. 



 The Esports Team is part of the Army’s Marketing and Engagement Brigade. The 
team’s members play video games and tabletop games while representing the Army. 

 The goal is to expose people in the gaming community to Soldiers and the idea of 
joining the Army, Army Reserve or Army Guard, Southard explained. 

 The people who play video games and enjoy tabletop games have critical skills and 
aptitude that the Army needs for 21st-century warfare, he added. 

 Winning the championship meant competing in six nationally recognized 
tournaments. At the end of the season in November, total scores – based on both 
painting and generalship – are combined for yearly rankings. 

 In addition to combining his interests of figure painting and gaming, Southard is also 
able link in his psychology studies focused on the military and athletes. He now 
volunteers to help the Army Esports team members up their game, Southard said. 

 He gives players tools to help them channel their emotions while gaming, like sports 
psychologists working with professional athletes, Southard said. 

 “You’re trying to help athletes reach peak performance,” Southard said. 

 “It ties together several things I love to do,” Southard said. 

 Currently, Southard is using his behavioral health skills to help the almost 3,000 New 
York National Guard members on state active duty in the New York Department of 
Corrections mission. 

 The Soldiers and Airmen are working in this stressful situation to support and 
supplement an understaffed corrections officer force. 

 His job, Southard said, is to help them cope with the demands of the duty. 

 “My calling is to support military service members,” he said. 

 “I want to make sure these men and women get every help they deserve,” he added. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4375881/new-york-army-
guard-psychologist-is-warhammer-champion/ 
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New York Guard Major Blends Psychology and Warhammer Competition  

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4375881/new-york-army-guard-psychologist-is-warhammer-champion/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4375881/new-york-army-guard-psychologist-is-warhammer-champion/


Army.mil, January 12,2026:: 
 

  

LATHAM, N.Y. –By day, New York Army National Guard Maj. Matthew Southard 
supports Soldiers’ mental readiness as the state’s behavioral health officer. By night, 
he competes at the highest levels of a global tabletop gaming community — recently 
earning his third Warhammer 40,000 Hobby World Championship in four years. 

Southard’s dual roles intersect through the U.S. Army Esports Team, where he 
represents the Army while applying principles of performance psychology, teamwork 
and discipline. His success highlights how the Guard engages nontraditional 
communities and leverages Soldiers’ diverse skills to support readiness and outreach 
in the 21st century. 

New York Army National Guard Maj. Matthew Southard has a Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology, two master’s degrees, serves as a supervising psychologist for the New 
York Police Department, runs a sports psychology practice, and is the state 
behavioral health officer for the New York Army National Guard. 

He is also known in the competitive gaming community as “Matt Aaron,” the 2025 
Warhammer 40,000 Hobby World Champion. 

Southard earned the title — for the third time in four years — after competing in 
multiple Warhammer tournaments across the country as a member of the U.S. Army 
Esports Team. 

In the Warhammer community, the achievement is significant. 

Warhammer 40,000 is a 38-year-old tabletop hobby that involves building and 
painting miniature figures and competing in structured tabletop battles. The science-
fiction-based storyline resembles Dungeons & Dragons, but is set in a futuristic 
universe featuring space marines, robots, elves, orks, armored vehicles and 
advanced weaponry. 

Southard said he began using the name Matt Aaron as an inside joke among friends 
and continues to use it as his gamer tag to maintain personal privacy and separate 
his professional and recreational activities. 

As a recognized figure in the Warhammer community, Southard appears in 
Warhammer YouTube videos and podcasts discussing the game and travels 
nationwide to teach painting seminars. 



Competitive Warhammer events often include awards for best general, best painter, 
sportsmanship and, in some cases, an overall championship combining multiple 
categories, Southard explained. 

Southard said he was introduced to the hobby at a young age. While he enjoyed 
playing the game, he was especially drawn to the painting aspect. 

He later earned degrees in psychology and biomedical science from the University at 
Buffalo and commissioned as a second lieutenant in the New York Army National 
Guard through the Canisius University ROTC program. 

Southard served in the 2nd Squadron, 101st Cavalry Regiment, as a platoon leader 
and rear detachment troop executive officer; as a medical operations officer for the 
27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team; and as a behavioral health officer for the 427th 
Support Battalion’s medical company. 

He earned a master’s degree in psychology from Adelphi University in late 2011 and 
subsequently deployed to the Middle East as the medical operations officer for the 
27th Mobile Engagement Team. 

After returning to New York, Southard completed his doctorate at the City University 
of New York. 

While completing his residency at the Buffalo VA Medical Center, Southard 
reconnected with an old Warhammer friend and returned to the hobby. 

“The game is a great social conduit in many ways,” Southard said. 

“I am a psychologist, and the painting side is my creative outlet,” he added. “It is my 
therapy in a way.” 

After returning to the hobby, Southard began entering his painted figures into 
professional competitions with hundreds of participants and found continued 
success. 

He was introduced to the Army Esports Team after meeting a team member at one of 
those events and later joined to represent the Army in outreach and engagement 
efforts within the gaming community, he said. 

The Army Esports Team is part of the Army’s Marketing and Engagement Brigade. 
Team members participate in video game and tabletop gaming events while 
representing the Army to broader gaming audiences. 

The goal, Southard explained, is to expose individuals in the gaming community to 
Soldiers and inform them about opportunities to serve in the Army, Army Reserve 
and Army National Guard. 



He added that gaming communities often include individuals with skills and aptitudes 
relevant to modern military operations, such as critical thinking, adaptability, and 
teamwork. 

Winning the 2025 championship required competing in six nationally recognized 
tournaments. At the conclusion of the season in November, scores based on both 
painting and gameplay were combined to determine overall yearly rankings. 

In addition to combining his interests in art and gaming, Southard applies elements of 
performance psychology through volunteer mentorship with Army Esports Team 
members, helping them develop techniques to manage stress and maintain focus 
during competition. 

“You’re trying to help athletes reach peak performance,” Southard said. 

“It ties together several things I love to do,” he added. 

Currently, Southard is supporting nearly 3,000 New York National Guardsmen on 
state active duty assigned to the New York Department of Corrections mission. 

Soldiers and Airmen assigned to the mission are working in a demanding 
environment to support an understaffed corrections officer force. 

Southard said his role is to help service members manage stress and maintain 
readiness while performing their duties. 

“My calling is to support military service members,” he said. “I want to make sure they 
receive the help they deserve.” 

https://www.army.mil/article/289950/new_york_guard_major_blends_psychology_an
d_warhammer_competition 
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N.Y. Army National Guard announces promotions  

Oswego County News Now, January 14,2026 :: 
 

LATHAM — Major General Ray Shields, the adjutant general for the state of New 
York, announces the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in 
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership. 

Tyler Bryant of Fulton, assigned to Charlie Company, NY Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion, received a promotion to the rank of private first class. 

https://www.army.mil/article/289950/new_york_guard_major_blends_psychology_and_warhammer_competition
https://www.army.mil/article/289950/new_york_guard_major_blends_psychology_and_warhammer_competition


Kyle Rose of Oswego, assigned to Charlie Company, NY Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion, received a promotion to the rank of private first class. 

Natalie Lacelle of Richland, assigned to Bravo Company, 427th Brigade Support 
Battalion, received a promotion to the rank of private first class. 

Army National Guard promotions are based on a soldier's overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential. 

Army National Guard citizen soldiers who serve the state and nation are eligible for 
monthly pay, educational benefits (from the state and federal government), travel 
across the globe, technical and leadership training, health and dental insurance and 
contributions toward retirement programs similar to a 401(k). 

For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit 
www.dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com. 

https://www.oswegocountynewsnow.com/news/n-y-army-national-guard-announces-
promotions/article_ce6bad32-4d04-44e6-a2da-8518447b0232.html 
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Three earn New York Army National Guard promotions  

Daily Sentinel, January 13, 2026 :: 
 

LATHAM — Three local residents have been promoted in recognition of their 
capability for additional responsibility and leadership, according to an announcement 
on Tuesday, Jan. 13, by Major Gen. Ray Shields, adjutant general for New York. 

They include: 

• Clay Nutter, of Rome, assigned to Charlie Company, 427th Brigade Support 
Battalion, promoted to major; 

• Leo Jayson, of Munnsville, assigned to Bravo Company, 427th Brigade Support 
Battalion, promoted to specialist; and 

• Delano Coleman, of Utica, assigned to Bravo Company, 2nd Battalion, 108th 
Infantry Regiment, promoted to specialist. 

Army National Guard promotions are based on a soldier’s overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential, 
the announcement said, adding the promotions also recognize the best qualified 
soldiers for a career in the New York Army National Guard. 

http://www.dmna.ny.gov/
http://www.1800goguard.com/
https://www.oswegocountynewsnow.com/news/n-y-army-national-guard-announces-promotions/article_ce6bad32-4d04-44e6-a2da-8518447b0232.html
https://www.oswegocountynewsnow.com/news/n-y-army-national-guard-announces-promotions/article_ce6bad32-4d04-44e6-a2da-8518447b0232.html


For more information about the New York Army National Guard, 
visit www.dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com. 

https://www.romesentinel.com/entertainment-life/notices/advancements/three-earn-
new-york-army-national-guard-promotions/article_599686c1-fd9d-463c-8776-
5affee6fb016.html 
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New York Army National Guard announces promotions  

Batavia Daily News, January 19, 2026 : 
 

LATHAM — Three New York Army National Guard members from the GLOW region 
were promoted in December. 

 The promotions include: 

•  Adam Bolles of Darien Center was promoted to major. He’s assigned to 153rd 
Troop Command. 

• Douglas Vagg of Le Roy was promoted to sergeant. He’s assigned to 
Headquarters and Support Company, 642nd Aviation Support Battalion. 

• John Chapman of Middleport was promoted to first lieutenant. He’s assigned to 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry 
Regiment. 

Army National Guard promotions are based on a soldier’s overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential. 

Army National Guard personnel are eligible for monthly pay and other benefits. 
Check www.dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com for more information. 

https://www.thedailynewsonline.com/news/new-york-army-national-guard-
announces-promotions/article_11d6d142-af04-4cda-9a59-2a5f19811d34.html 
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Meet Some of our Local Scholars  

Babylon Hearld Beacon, January 15, 2026 :: 
 

http://www.dmna.ny.gov/
http://www.1800goguard.com/
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The following members of the New York Army National Guard were recently 
promoted: Derik Rivas of West Babylon, assigned to Alpha Company, NY Army 
National Guard Recruiting and Retention Battalion, was promoted to the rank of 
private 1st class; David Roth of West Islip, assigned to 53rd Troop Command, was 
promoted to the rank of captain; Fabian Rubio of West Islip, assigned to Alpha 
Company, 119th Division Sustainment Support Battalion, was promoted to the rank 
of sergeant; and Daniel White of West Babylon, assigned to Alpha Company, NY 
Army National Guard Recruiting and Retention Battalion, was promoted to the rank of 
private. 

 https://www.babylonbeacon.com/articles/meet-some-of-our-local-scholars-21/ 
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Potsdam National Guard soldier receives new rank, new responsibilities  

North Country Now, January 15, 2026 :: 
 

A Potsdam man recently received a promotion in the New York Army National Guard. 

Maxwell Haggett, assigned to Charlie Company, NY Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion, received a promotion December 22, 2025 to the rank of private first class. 

Army National Guard promotions are based on a Soldier's overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential. 

For more information about the New York Army National Guard, 
visit www.dmna.ny.gov or www.1800goguard.com 

https://northcountrynow.com/stories/potsdam-national-guard-soldier-receives-new-
rank-new-responsibilities,348784 
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New York National Guard 

NY National Guard members who responded to 9/11 attacks eligible to file notice 
of potential claim for disability benefits  

BeeNews, January 15, 2026 :: 
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New York National Guard members who served on State Active Duty in New York 
City after the 9/11 attacks on the Twin Towers can now register for the New York 
State Division of Military and Naval Affairs World Trade Center Benefits Program. 

This state-funded pension benefit is designed to compensate Guard members who 
developed a 9/11-related illness. Survivors of Guard personnel who die as a result of 
a 9/11-related condition may also be be eligible for benefits, and these benefits also 
apply to members of the New York Naval Militia and the New York Guard — the 
state’s two state defense forces — who responded to the attacks. 

beenews.com/clarence_bee/news/ny-national-guard-members-who-responded-to-9-
11-attacks-eligible-to-file-notice-of/article_672096d1-f2e8-434b-9601-
9ef8c18c2598.html 
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