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Counter Drug Task Force  

Two city residents plead guilty in WNY drug ring  

The Post-Journal, October 15, 2026 : 
 



Two Jamestown residents have found themselves sentenced as part of a fentanyl, cocaine 
and methamphetamine ring that was trafficking illegal drugs throughout Western New York. 

 Letitia James, state attorney general, recently announced guilty pleas and sentences in the 
drug ring. The investigation was led by the Office of the Attorney General's Organized Crime 
Task Force and recovered nearly one kilogram of cocaine worth $30,000, more than one-half 
pound of methamphetamine worth $1,500, more than one ounce of fentanyl worth $1,600, 
and $4,000 in cash. All seven defendants were indicted in February 2025 and have since 
pleaded guilty. 

 The central figures of the trafficking operation will serve up to 10 years in state prison. 

 "Drug traffickers who flood our communities with deadly fentanyl and opioids threaten the 
safety of all New Yorkers," James said. "I thank my partners in law enforcement for their 
commitment to safeguarding our streets and protecting New Yorkers from dangerous illegal 
drugs. My office will continue fighting to dismantle drug trafficking rings that spread violence 
and addiction." 

 The investigation revealed that the central figure in the trafficking network, Ronnie Dupree, 
purchased large quantities of cocaine, fentanyl, and methamphetamine from Dion Anderson, 
Kenneth Pringle, Antwain Jackson, and others. Dupree and Jackson traveled from Buffalo to 
Jamestown to meet customers and make sales. The sales were arranged over the phone, 
and meetings took place at various locations throughout Western New York. Anderson sold 
cocaine out of his home in Buffalo and provided cocaine to David Vaughn and others. The 
investigation included a search of Anderson's home, which recovered over half a pound of 
cocaine, a scale with cocaine residue, and more than $4,000 in cash. Other members of the 
trafficking network, including Devan Huntington and Sabrina Leeper, sourced various types 
of drugs from Jackson, including methamphetamine. 

 The investigation also included court-authorized wiretapping of cellular telephones. During 
the investigation, wiretaps captured numerous conversations between the defendants, who 
frequently used coded and cryptic terminology in an attempt to disguise their illicit activities, 
such as referring to cocaine as "soft," "hard," or "girl," fentanyl as "food" or "boy," and 
methamphetamine as "cream." 

 The seven defendants charged have all pleaded guilty and six have been sentenced in Erie 
County Court before Judge Suzanne Maxwell Barnes. As part of their guilty pleas, the 
defendants admitted to their roles as purchasers and distributors of large amounts of illegal 
drugs: 

 – Dion Anderson, 46, of Buffalo pleaded guilty in November 2025 to two counts of second-
degree criminal sale of a controlled substance (class A-II felonies) and third-degree criminal 
sale of a controlled substance. During his guilty plea, Anderson admitted to selling cocaine. 
He was sentenced on March 27, 2026, to eight years in prison followed by five years of post-
release supervision. 

 – Ronnie Dupree, 49, of Buffalo pleaded guilty in November 2025 to two counts of second-
degree criminal sale of a controlled substance (class A-II felonies) and second-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance (a class A-II felony). As part of his plea, he 



admitted to selling cocaine. He was sentenced Monday to 10 years in prison followed by five 
years of post-release supervision. 

 – Devan Huntington, 32, of Jamestown pleaded guilty in November 2025 to third-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled substance. As part of his plea, he admitted to possessing 
methamphetamine with intent to sell. He is still awaiting sentencing. 

 – Antwain Jackson, 50, of Buffalo pleaded guilty in June 2026 to second-degree criminal 
sale of a controlled substance (a class A-II felony). As part of his guilty plea, he admitted to 
selling methamphetamine. He was sentenced on Sept. 29 to six years in prison followed by 
five years of post-release supervision. 

 – Sabrina Leeper, 52, of Jamestown pleaded guilty in September 2025 to third-degree 
criminal sale of a controlled substance. As part of her plea, she admitted to selling 
methamphetamine. She was sentenced on Jan. 15 to five years of probation. 

 – Kenneth Pringle, 52, of Niagara Falls pleaded guilty in September 2025 to third-degree 
criminal sale of a controlled substance. As part of his plea, he admitted to selling cocaine. He 
was sentenced on Dec. 17, 2025, to seven years in prison followed by three years of post-
release supervision. 

 – David Vaughn, 28, of Buffalo pleaded guilty in November 2025 to third-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled substance. During his guilty plea, he admitted to possessing 
cocaine with intent to sell. He was sentenced on May 20 to five years of probation. 

 According to the sealed indictment, Dupree procured controlled substances for Anderson, 
Jackson, Pringle and others to redistribute, with Anderson also acting as a supplier. Jackson, 
according to the indictment, then supplied Huntington and Leeper with drugs that they would 
sell. Among the wiretaped communications, according to the indictment, Huntington ordered 
methamphetamine from Jackson in August 2024, with Leeper and Jackson then involved in 
communications later that day to have Leeper supply Huntington with methamphetamine. 

 Then, on Sept. 1 and Sept. 2, 2024, Huntington told Jackson he would send money 
Huntington owed for methamphetamine Jackson had previously supplied to Huntington. On 
Sept. 3, additional conversations took place, according to the indictment, in which Leeper 
apprised Jackson of efforts to meet with Huntington so she could supply Huntington with the 
methamphetamine. On Sept. 25, Huntington traveled to a Bryant Street, Buffalo, address to 
get the methamphetamine from Jackson. 

 The indictment then states that on Oct. 3, 2024, Jackson and Leeper met in a parking lot in 
Chautauqua County, “in furtherance of their controlled substance trafficking activities.” 

 A short time after the incident described in the sealed indictment, Huntington was charged 
with two counts of second-degree criminal possession of a weapon, third-degree criminal 
possession of a weapon (large capacity feeding device), third-degree criminal possession of 
a weapon (possesses three or more firearms) and criminal possession of a firearm after his 
vehicle was pulled over by officers of the Jamestown Police Department's K-9 Unit on 
Prather Avenue near Prospect Street for several alleged multiple moving violations. During 
the course of the investigation it was determined that Huntington was allegedly in possession 



of two loaded pistols, an unloaded pistol and a large capacity feeding device. Police report 
Huntington does not have a valid pistol permit and is not allowed to possess the firearms.  

In February 2025, Huntington was charged with third-degree criminal possession of a 
controlled substance and tampering with physical evidence after a traffic stop. Police say 
upon arrival at the city jail, Huntington was allegedly found in possession of a large quantity 
of methamphetamine that he had been concealing on his person while he then tried to 
allegedly destroy the evidence by ripping the bags of methamphetamine and throwing them 
on the ground. In total, officers recovered 51.3 grams of methamphetamine as a result of the 
investigation. The federal charges were announced a short time after that arrest. 

 "These convictions and sentences send an unmistakable message: those who profit from 
poisoning our communities will be identified, pursued, and held accountable," said DEA New 
York Enforcement Division Special Agent in Charge Farhana Islam. "These drug traffickers 
turned communities across Western New York into marketplaces for fentanyl, cocaine, and 
methamphetamine, putting lives at risk with every sale. These individuals operated under the 
false belief that coded language and secret transactions would shield them from law 
enforcement. They were wrong. The sentences mark the conclusion of a 19-month 
prosecution, following a joint investigation led by the OCTF in partnership with the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) and the Niagara Falls Police Department. 

 The New York State Army National Guard Counter Drug Task Force was also part of the 
investigation. 

https://www.post-journal.com/news/top-stories/2026/10/two-city-residents-plead-guilty-in-
wny-drug-ring/ 
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Trump’s 14-Month Washington DC National Guard Deployment Faces New Legal Test  

Military.com, October 14, 2026 : 
 

Note: This item is included for your information. 

  A federal appeals court heard arguments Wednesday over whether President Donald 
Trump's National Guard deployment in Washington, D.C., is legal, more than 14 months after 
troops first arrived in the capital. 

 At the heart of the case is whether the president, as part of his so-called crime-fighting 
mission, can send the Guard into the city—which as a federal district has limited control over 
its own affairs. 

A three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
questioned Justice Department attorney Eric McArthur during the hearing. 

https://www.post-journal.com/news/top-stories/2026/10/two-city-residents-plead-guilty-in-wny-drug-ring/
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 Judge Cornelia Pillard asked how the administration's legal theory was "not federalization 
and therefore running up against" the Posse Comitatus Act, the 1878 law barring the military 
from domestic law enforcement, according to the Associated Press. 

 One Judge Called It Illegal; A Panel Let It Continue 

Washington D.C. Attorney General Brian Schwalb, whose office brought the lawsuit, shared 
a statement with Military.com following the hearing that the deployment "violates the law and 
the principles on which this country was founded." 

 U.S. District Judge Jia Cobb ruled Nov. 20, 2025, that the deployment illegally intrudes on 
local officials' authority to direct law enforcement in the district. 

 Cobb found that while the president has authority to protect federal functions and property, 
he cannot unilaterally deploy the D.C. National Guard for crime control or call in troops from 
other states. She paused her own order for 21 days to allow an appeal. 

 A separate three-judge panel of the same appeals court then froze Cobb's ruling on Dec. 17. 

 In a unanimous 32-page order, those judges said Trump might prevail in arguing that the 
president "possesses a unique power" to mobilize the Guard in Washington, and that other 
factors favored the administration, including the "disruption to the lives of thousands of 
service members." 

The district, the panel wrote, "has not identified any ongoing injury to its statutory interests." 
Judge Bradley Garcia and Judge Judith Rogers heard the case alongside Pillard, according 
to the AP. 

 Schwalb Says Troops Should 'Return to Their Homes' 

The district's lawsuit argues the deployment illegally uses the D.C. Guard for local law 
enforcement, brings in out-of-state troops without the city's consent, and places troops under 
federal command while they remain in state militia status. 

 Schwalb said that "thousands of armed soldiers who are not from here and have limited law 
enforcement training have occupied our streets," describing troops "patrolling near our 
schools, deploying next to ballot boxes." 

 Guard members, he added, should "return to their homes, their families, and their regular 
jobs." 

 2,000-Troop Decrease in Over a Year 

Trump ordered the deployment in August 2025. At its summer peak during the semi-
quincentennial celebration, the force numbered about 5,000 troops. 

 That figure stood at about 2,900 as of last week, according to the AP, which reported the 
troops have supported arrest operations, patrolled neighborhoods and participated in 
cleanup efforts. 



The Defense Department has extended the mobilization until January 2029. The federal 
government awarded a $292 million contract to provide apartments for Joint Task Force-D.C. 
members, per AP. 

Legal scholars are split on the district's legal odds. 

Since Washington is not a state and the president is commander in chief, there is a 
"tremendous amount of leeway and discretion for the president" over the local Guard and 
out-of-state units, Syracuse University law professor William Banks told the AP. 

He added that beyond a narrow home-rule argument, "There is no overarching federal 
principle that would bail out the district in this case." 

William & Mary law professor Margaret Hu told the AP the deployment's open-ended nature 
was the key issue. 

"Some argue that the indefinite nature of the deployment means that there's no emergency 
justification here," she said. 

The panel gave no timeline for a ruling. Whichever side loses is widely expected to ask the 
U.S. Supreme Court to step in, and the December stay keeps the Guard on Washington's 
streets indefinitely—at least for now. 

https://www.military.com/trump-14-month-washington-dc-national-guard-deployment-faces-
new-legal-test-in-appeals-court 
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‘Addicted to the Guard’: Generals call for ‘traffic cop’ to control state governor’s 
demands  

Military Times, October 14, 2026 : 
 

Note: This item is for your information and includes comments from Major General Jack 
James. 

In Florida, about 3,000 of the state’s National Guard troops — nearly 30% — are currently 
deployed overseas. 

 Another 800 are on federal orders supporting U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
and “quite a few” are deployed to Washington, D.C., to support local law enforcement. 

 It all makes up more than three times the Guard’s true capacity, according to Maj. Gen. 
Robert Carruthers, assistant adjutant general of the Florida Guard. And that’s even after the 
activation in recent years of the Florida State Guard, a volunteer civilian military force, to 
support hurricane response and other state needs. 

https://www.military.com/trump-14-month-washington-dc-national-guard-deployment-faces-new-legal-test-in-appeals-court
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 In a panel at the Association of the United States Army’s annual meeting on Tuesday, the 
message of other Guard leaders was clear: The demands are unsustainable — and they 
need to stop. 

 “The governor’s become quite addicted to the Guard and how useful they are since COVID,” 
Carruthers said, referring, presumably, to Gov. Ron DeSantis, who has been in office since 
2019. 

 The effects are felt in equipment readiness and training, he said, particularly as funding has 
not followed the deployment of units and their gear. 

 “You’re going to have this cascading effect of breaking units downstream,” Carruthers said. 
“In the case of Florida, what are we going to lose first? Are we going to lose our 
transportation companies, which are critically important in hurricane [relief], or are we going 
to lose our aviation first? So it’s also important for us to plan for that aspect.” 

 Soldiers assigned to the Florida National Guard assist the U.S. Secret Service in a search 
for a lost item in Washington, D.C., on Jan. 25, 2026. (Spc. Paris Hayes/U.S. Army National 
Guard) 

The Florida Guard, Carruthers said, had ordered a “maintenance stand-down” to assess the 
status of infantry brigade combat team equipment sitting unused in motor pools. As a result 
of the assessment, he said, equipment readiness rates dropped from 90% to 27% within six 
weeks. 

 “It’s somewhere five degrees below combat-ineffective, right?” he said. “So that’s just the 
state of where we are, because the equipment sits … we are not funded to maintain it all the 
time.” 

 Maj. Gen. Jack James, commanding general of the New York-based 42nd Infantry Division, 
proposed a solution to push back on governors’ demands: a “broker” and a “traffic cop” to 
filter activation and employment requests and prioritize them. 

 “You hear what these guys are up against with their governors, right? And then what the 
warfighting commanders are up against with our, whether it’s the [U.S. Central Command] 
commander, [U.S. Pacific Command] commander, our Army components, right?” James 
said. “There’s inherent friction right there, so we need a brokering function. We need a traffic 
cop function. We need the arbiter of how those resource allocations are going to be made in 
a quick, timely manner, so we can get after it for the country.” 

 Carruthers acknowledged there would be “political pressure” and fallout as the Guard works 
to manage expectations and requirements in line with its actual capacity. 

 “There are probably homeland defense people who think they’re getting these dudes and 
dudettes, and all of the governors think they have all of their Guard because they’re not 
really led in war plans,” he said. “And the time of mobilization is not the time to adjudicate 
that. So that’s something we got to work now to include … trying to get our governor and our 
state leadership in on these plans at a classified level, so they understand.” 



 Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, 2020 saw a historic mobilization of some 118,000 Guard 
troops at home and overseas. 

 And the start of President Donald Trump’s second term in 2025 kicked off a new wave of 
domestic deployments, both to quell unrest and support ICE enforcement actions in 
Democratic-controlled cities and to contribute to crime reduction in Washington, D.C. The 
D.C. deployments alone are expected to cost the country another $1.4 billion through 
January 2029. 

 While the increased role of National Guard troops in domestic affairs has been a point of 
concern for some time, Army National Guard Director Lt. Gen. Jonathan Stubbs said the 
current situation would force action, and even confrontation, within the next year. 

 “Hope is not a method in this case; there is no fail. We’ve got to figure this thing out,” Stubbs 
said. 

 “It’s going to require hard conversations between adjutants general and governors. There’s 
going to be a level of dialog, of informing and educating our state commanders and chiefs in 
terms of the prospect of … mobilization and what it could mean for their access to the 
respective National Guard service members when conflict comes,“ he continued. ”And then 
when conflict persists, as it expands and retracts, and at some point in time, what they’re 
going to have left inside the state.” 

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/10/14/addicted-to-the-guard-generals-
call-for-traffic-cop-to-control-state-governors-demands/ 
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After surging troops to the border, US Army showcases a quieter Rio Grande  

Associated Press, October 13, 2026 : 
 

Note: This item is for your information. 

ROMA, Texas (AP) — Standing on a high bank of the Rio Grande, Army Lt. Col. Ray 
Richards points to a stretch of river that was, until recently, one of the busiest spots for illegal 
border crossings from Mexico. 

But on a recent afternoon, the area is quiet. American soldiers gather at a border monitoring 
post in Roma, Texas, where an infantry vehicle with camouflage netting sits between 
houses. A Blackhawk helicopter drops soldiers onto an island in the river, while U.S. Border 
Patrol agents breeze by on fan-propelled boats. 

“At any given time, there would be multiple rafts full of people trying to get to this side,” 
Richards said of the area before U.S. forces made it a priority last year. 

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2026/10/14/addicted-to-the-guard-generals-call-for-traffic-cop-to-control-state-governors-demands/
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The Army has been inviting reporters to the Rio Grande Valley as it deploys hundreds more 
soldiers to the region this month by shifting some of the thousands of troops already serving 
along the 2,000-mile border. U.S. officials said the troop surge follows signs of elevated 
activity from drug cartels and has been accompanied by increased cooperation from the 
Mexican military. The U.S. Coast Guard said it recently encountered gunfire from the 
Mexican side of the river, prompting the Americans to fire back. 

In this small patch at the southern edge of the United States, a slow saga is playing out — a 
curious mix of policing, policy and politics. 

Some question a troop surge just weeks before midterm elections 

While Republicans face increasing headwinds because of President Donald Trump’s 
unpopularity, persistently high prices and the fallout from the war in Iran, border security has 
remained a relative bright spot in Trump’s polling numbers, with about half of Americans 
saying they approve of his performance there. 

But some experts have questioned the need for such a large military presence. They suggest 
it’s less about effective strategy and more about political theater. 

Illegal crossings have plummeted due in large part to asylum restrictions that began before 
Trump returned to the White House. Meanwhile, a large percentage of the fentanyl, cocaine 
and heroin seized along the border was being smuggled in cars and trucks passing through 
checkpoints, not the areas in between. 

David Shirk, a University of San Diego political science professor, said the Trump 
administration wants to remind voters it’s been very aggressive on border security. 

“I don’t dispute there’s some benefit to having personnel in areas at risk for people 
smuggling and drug trafficking,” Shirk said. “But the vast majority of that is now happening at 
ports of entry.” 

Dessa Bergen-Cico, a professor of public health at Syracuse University who studies drug 
trafficking, said street prices for cocaine and fentanyl are still low, suggesting the drug flow 
remains unimpeded. 

But Army Maj. Gen. Curtis Taylor, who commands the military’s southern border task force, 
said the work has been vital and effective, particularly for targeting human trafficking. 

The moral argument for the Army’s mission is “dismantling this marketplace of human 
trafficking that is bringing people into the border,” Taylor said. “An added benefit of that is 
there’s an awful lot of drugs moving with that human trafficking.” 

Efforts to secure a former epicenter of illegal crossings 

Roma, a city of about 10,000 people, lacks a border wall in some places because homes sit 
close to the steep slopes along the Rio Grande. Directly across the water is Miguel Alemán, 
a town in the Mexican state of Tamaulipas that’s been plagued by decades of cartel violence. 



From Roma, it’s a football field’s distance across the river at best and much less in some 
places. 

In 2021, Roma became a center of illegal crossings when thousands of families and 
unaccompanied children arrived each day to seek asylum. Border crossings fell sharply after 
President Joe Biden introduced severe asylum restrictions in 2024 and dipped after Trump 
suspended asylum at the border. 

After Trump returned to the White House in January 2025, the Army and Coast Guard 
expanded operations to back up the Border Patrol, which remains the lead agency for border 
security. The Army now commands some 8,000 U.S. troops along the entire border, while 
the U.S. Coast Guard and Texas law enforcement have brought in more personnel. 

Army officials said people still try to cross into Roma despite multiple obstacles. A barrier of 
strung-together buoys, each the size of a hay bale, stretched along the river. Concertina wire 
lined the U.S. river bank, while a surveillance blimp hung in the sky. A river island was 
recently cleared of trees that hid people trying to cross. 

Army Sgt. Nathaniel Decker said he recently saw people on three rafts set out from the 
Mexican side at dusk. He reported to Border Patrol that one group had cleared the buoys. 
They were eventually caught by a house in Roma. 

Mexico also has sent more troops 

The U.S. has stopped many of the drones used by the cartels to surveil the border and ferry 
drugs, by electronically jamming or capturing them or shooting them down with a laser. 

The U.S. has gotten better at tracking them and coordinating with Mexican officials to locate 
the drones’ operators. But some still get across. 

“We have reduced a lot of the flights,” said Richards, the Army lieutenant colonel, who has 
deployed with the Massachusetts Army National Guard. “But in the middle of the night, those 
drones can fly into the U.S. airspace, and that’s a true threat to any soldier on the ground.” 

Under pressure from Trump, Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum has cracked down more 
heavily on crime than her predecessors. Mexico this month sent 500 National Guard and 
military officers to Tamaulipas as part of a coordinated effort with the U.S. to prevent drug 
and human trafficking. 

Mexico’s deployment “is based on intelligence gathered regarding the movements of criminal 
groups,” a federal official in Mexico told The Associated Press, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because he was not authorized to comment on the matter. 

As part of the operation, the Mexican Army is using two UH-60 helicopters, drones and anti-
drone equipment. 

The U.S. Coast Guard has also boosted patrols on the Rio Grande, bringing in more than 
300 personnel in October of last year. While stopping a boat on the river last month, the 



Coast Guard encountered gunfire from the Mexican side of the water near Garceno, Texas, 
the service said in a statement. The Americans returned fire. None were hurt. 

U.S. Coast Guard Cmdr. Jeff Miller wouldn’t give additional details about the exchange of 
gunfire, except to say the personnel are “working in a very challenging environment” and are 
authorized to use force to protect themselves. 

On a recent patrol, the scene along the river was quiet. A Coast Guard boat armed with 
machine guns motored along the greenish water. Two men fished from a small boat. A 
privately funded border wall, made from galvanized steel, lined the American side. In Mexico, 
there was a park with soccer goal posts, homes and a woman waving. 

A Coast Guardsman driving the boat, who declined to give his name, said he’s seen kids on 
the Mexican side get excited as if a fire truck were passing. Others have offered the 
Americans cold beer. Some have reacted with offensive gestures. 

Joel Garcia, Border Patrol’s acting deputy chief patrol agent for the Rio Grande Valley, said 
the agency has proof that U.S. operations have been effective based on the amount of drug 
seizures, the number of people apprehended and decreasing traffic within certain areas. 

“Border security, when done right, if we have truly secured the line, should be boring,” he 
added. “It should look as if no one is crossing and nothing is happening.” 

Associated Press writers Fabiola Sánchez and Megan Janetsky in Mexico City contributed to 
this report. 

https://www.chron.com/news/politics/article/after-surging-troops-to-the-border-us-army-
22474471.php 
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Stewart Airport is the right choice for the United States Space Academy  

Mid-Hudson Times, : 
 

Note: This item is provided for your information. 

Editorial 

New York has an opportunity to put the Hudson Valley at the center of America’s next 
chapter in space exploration — and it should seize it. 

NASA is seeking a future location for the United States Space Academy, an institution 
envisioned as a training ground for scientists, engineers, astronauts, pilots, operators, 
entrepreneurs, civil servants and other leaders in the aerospace sector. New York should 
make a strong case for Stewart International Airport in New Windsor as the site of that 
academy. 

https://www.chron.com/news/politics/article/after-surging-troops-to-the-border-us-army-22474471.php
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The proposal makes sense on virtually every level: history, infrastructure, geography, military 
connections, education and economic development. 

As state Sen. James Skoufis has urged Gov. Kathy Hochul, Stewart offers something few 
potential sites can match. The airport has significant available development opportunities, 
direct access to Interstate 84 and the New York State Thruway, and an existing aviation 
infrastructure that includes one of the few runways in the country designated for space 
shuttle landings. 

But Stewart’s greatest advantage may be its history. 

Stewart’s relationship with the nation’s military and aerospace programs dates back more 
than 90 years. Stewart Airfield was established in 1934 as a cadet flight-training site 
associated with the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. During World War II, the federal 
government took over the facility and expanded it substantially for military training. In 1948, it 
became Stewart Air Force Base. 

That history continued through the Cold War, when Stewart became home to a Semi-
Automatic Ground Environment, or SAGE, direction center involved in the nation’s air-
defense network. 

In other words, the Hudson Valley isn’t trying to manufacture an aerospace identity to win 
this competition. Stewart has been part of America’s military aviation story for generations. 

Today, that legacy is reinforced by the presence of the Stewart Air National Guard Base and 
by the airport’s proximity to West Point. A Space Academy that combines technical 
education, leadership development and civic responsibility would find a natural home in a 
region already accustomed to the demands and traditions of military education. 

There is also a broader argument for New York. 

Patrick Chase, co-founder of Empire Space, put it well in his Oct. 1 letter to the governor: 

“New York is a major American space hub, leading the country in diverse space-focused 
fields including cybersecurity, optics, defense, software, specialty manufacturing, data 
analysis, and medicine.” 

That is an important point. The modern space industry isn’t simply about rockets and 
astronauts. It encompasses advanced manufacturing, computing, cybersecurity, medicine, 
optics, artificial intelligence, communications and countless other disciplines. New York has 
substantial expertise in many of those fields. 

 Chase also noted New York’s historic contributions to the nation’s space program, including 
the construction of Apollo lunar landers and the development of optics used in major NASA 
telescopes. 

 The state should build on that legacy rather than watch the opportunity go elsewhere. 



 The economic implications for the Hudson Valley could be considerable. A permanent 
United States Space Academy would bring students, faculty, researchers and visitors to the 
region. It could attract aerospace companies and technology firms, create high-skilled jobs 
and encourage partnerships with colleges, universities and existing businesses. 

 It could also give young people in the Hudson Valley a direct pathway into some of the 
nation’s most exciting and consequential fields. 

 There will undoubtedly be questions about cost, infrastructure, housing, transportation and 
how an academy would fit into the existing airport and surrounding communities. Those 
questions deserve serious answers. Supporting Stewart does not mean ignoring those 
challenges. 

 It means recognizing that this is precisely the kind of transformational opportunity worth 
exploring. 

 NASA is looking for a location that can support both an immediate launch of instruction and 
the eventual development of a permanent campus. Stewart’s existing aviation infrastructure, 
available land, military connections and regional transportation network give New York a 
compelling starting point. 

And there is something fitting about putting the United States Space Academy in a place 
whose history is already intertwined with the nation’s military aviation heritage. 

Stewart began as a training ground for young military aviators connected to West Point. It 
evolved into a major Air Force installation and played a role in America’s Cold War defense. 
Today it is an international airport and home to an active Air National Guard presence. 

The next logical chapter could be helping prepare the Americans who will lead the nation into 
space. 

Gov. Hochul should designate New York’s responding entities, pursue the state’s application 
and put Stewart International Airport forward as New York’s candidate for the United States 
Space Academy. 

The Hudson Valley has the history. It has the infrastructure. It has the military connections. It 
has the location. 

Now it needs the vision. 

Stewart should be New York’s choice. 

https://timeshudsonvalley.com/mid-hudson-times/stories/stewart-airport-is-the-right-choice-
for-the-united-states-space-academy,247808 
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New York Guard Honors Revolutionary War Soldiers  

NationalGuard.mil, October14, 2026 : 
 

SCHUYLERVILLE, N.Y. – A New York Army National Guard Honor Guard provided military 
funeral honors Oct. 13 for unknown American Soldiers killed in a naval battle on Lake 
Champlain 250 years ago. 

 The gunboat Philadelphia, crewed by 44 Soldiers who were mostly members of the New 
Hampshire militia, was sunk by a British ship during the Oct. 11, 1776, Battle of Valcour 
Island. The battle, in which 11 American vessels were sunk, was a tactical defeat for the 
Continental Army, but it delayed the British attack on Fort Ticonderoga until 1777. 

Eleven New York Army National Guard Soldiers, forming a three-Soldier firing party, a 
bugler, an officer in charge and a pallbearer detail, rendered full honors during a ceremony at 
Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery for the remains of crew members found 
within the hold of the Philadelphia. 

A team of Revolutionary War reenactors saluted the unknowns with musket fire. The Army 
Guard firing party then fired seven rounds and Staff Sgt. Alexandra Johnson played taps. 

Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, the adjutant general of the New York National Guard, presented the 
folded flag that had lain on the casket to Lisa O’Brien, the New York state regent for the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. O’Brien stood in for the families of the five crew 
members of the Philadelphia who historical researchers from the Smithsonian Institution 
have determined likely died during the battle. 

The five men who may have died on board or during the escape from the British fleet are 
Ebenezar Bailey, Ezekiah Budthomas, John Leach, Benjamin Walker and Daniel Whitworth. 

Shields said he was very proud and “a little bit emotional” to participate in the ceremony. The 
equipment Soldiers carry has changed since 1776, but being a Soldier hasn’t changed much, 
Shields said. 

“The same hardships [the Philadelphia crew] went through in October on the lake are the 
same things U.S. Army Soldiers experience today,” he said. 

Staff Sgt. Ryan Gosse, the honor guard non-commissioned officer in charge, said performing 
a military funeral to honor Soldiers from the past is a unique and special honor, adding that 
this one is even more important because the Soldiers are unknown. 

“It just goes to show you that the Army and the National Guard will always be there, no 
matter who you are, if you have a name or if you don’t. As long as you’ve served, and you 
did something for this country we will be there for you,” Gosse said. 

The remains of unknown members of the Philadelphia crew – some bones, a skull fragment 
and six teeth – were found inside the hull when the boat was raised from Lake Champlain in 



1935. Over the years, the bones and skull fragments vanished. The six teeth survived and 
were interred at the cemetery. 

The Army provided a standard Army-issue headstone commemorating the battle and the 
Soldiers who fought in it, which was placed at the cemetery’s Memorial Path. 

The inscription reads: “UNKNOWN SOLDIERS, CONTINENTAL ARMY, GUNBOAT 
PHILADELPHIA, BATTLE OF VALCOUR ISLAND, LAKE CHAMPLAIN NY OCT 11 1776” 

The National Museum of American History has displayed the Philadelphia since it opened in 
1964. The Smithsonian Institution and a team from Texas A&M University are conserving 
and preserving it. 

Jennifer Jones, the Smithsonian Institution curator responsible for the Gunboat Philadelphia 
Project, said preserving the boat matters because of the role it played during a key moment 
in American history. 

“It is a witness. It is a witness to that battle, to the Revolution. It has survived 250 years, and 
our project is to make sure it survives for another 250,” Jones said. 

Army experts determined that scientific testing of the teeth would be unlikely to identify who 
the remains belonged to or to identify direct descendants. For this reason, the interment was 
conducted as a group interment representing all casualties from the gunboat, according to 
Army Human Resources Command. 

The Philadelphia was one of 15 vessels built to stop a British fleet heading south on Lake 
Champlain. Gen. Benedict Arnold, a merchant sea captain, commanded the fleet, which 
Soldiers crewed. Arnold took his fleet north and deployed it in the strait between Valcour 
Island and the New York shore of Lake Champlain, just south of what is now Plattsburgh. 

He expected the British to pass the island without seeing his fleet. They would then have to 
turn and head into American boats anchored and firing at them. 

The British fleet headed south on Oct. 9, 1776, and the situation developed as Arnold had 
predicted. The battle started at 12:30 p.m. and lasted until dark. A 24-pound ball hit the 
Philadelphia, and it sank at 6:30 p.m. The surviving crew evacuated to the gunboat 
Washington before the Philadelphia sank. 

However, the Washington also had been hit by enemy fire. The British captured it, repaired it 
and it became part of the British fleet. Seventeen of the Soldiers who crewed the 
Philadelphia escaped in a boat before the surrender. The British later released the Soldiers 
captured on the Washington – including crew from the Philadelphia – in exchange for a 
promise not to serve against them again. 

Smithsonian Institution researchers have determined that 39 Soldiers who served on the 
Philadelphia survived the Battle of Valcour Island. 



https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4625430/new-york-guard-honors-
revolutionary-war-soldiers/ 
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Continental Army remains laid to rest at Saratoga National Cemetary (audio)  

WAMC, October 14,2026 : 
 

250 years after the Battle of Valcour Island, the remains of Continental Army soldiers who 
died in the conflict have been laid to rest in Saratoga County. 

 It was a fitting day for a funeral – gray skies and rain clouds saturated Gerald B.H. Solomon 
Saratoga National Cemetery’s grounds Tuesday. 

 Dozens gathered in the dampness to hold a military funeral 250 years after the fact for 
soldiers who died as the gun boat Philadelphia sunk to bottom of Lake Champlain. 

 “Led by Brigadier General Benedict Arnold, the hundreds of officers and soldiers under his 
command crewed 15 vessels for the purpose of defending Lake Champlain as best they 
could against inevitable British attack from Canada,” said Eric Schitzer. 

 That attack would come in October 1776, as Saratoga Battlefield Historian Eric Schnitzer 
noted at the opening of this week's ceremony. 

 “The resultant Battle of Valcour Island was a long, hard-fought attempt by our forces to 
defend the northern region of our new sovereign country, despite the bravery, heroism, and 
sacrifice, we were outmatched, and the battle was a loss for the American cause,” said 
Schnitzer. 

 Jennifer Jones is one of the minds behind the Gunboat Philadelphia Preservation Project at 
the Smithsonian National Museum of American History. 

 “This boat was built in 1776. In about three weeks time in July of 1776, weeks after the ink 
on the Declaration of Independence was drying, really very early in our independence 
declaration, and it was on the lake by 18th of August of 1776,” said Jones. 

 The boat sank on the Battle of Valcour Island’s first day — Oct. 11. 

 The remains would stay at the bottom of Lake Champlain for nearly 200 years – civil 
engineer Lorenzo Haglund recovered the ship in 1935 and the Smithsonian then acquired it 
in 1961. 

 “This has been something a long time in the making. We had an idea that because we had 
these human remains, we wanted to do something, and because it's the 250th of the 
founding of our country. This would be an appropriate time to do that,” said Haglund. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4625430/new-york-guard-honors-revolutionary-war-soldiers/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4625430/new-york-guard-honors-revolutionary-war-soldiers/


 While the three-day Battle of Valcour Island was ultimately a loss for the American forces, 
their efforts were not in vain: the British military was delayed enough to allow the Americans 
to prepare better for the eventual Battle of Saratoga one year later. 

 That battle delivered a crucial win the Americans who were then able to secure the support 
of the French — historians call the Battle of Saratoga the turning point of the American 
Revolution. 

 Saratoga County Historian Lauren Roberts said the national cemetery was a fitting place of 
rest for the Continental Army soldiers. 

 “You can't walk in Saratoga County, I think, without realizing our connections to the 
revolution. And now is the time to get out and understand and appreciate all of that history. 
You don't have to travel to learn about the people, both in the military and the citizens that 
were affected by it, and also those that came after them and preserved the history,” said 
Roberts. 

 Major General Ray Shields, commander of the New York National Guard, got emotional 
during the funeral. 

 “The military is all by human beings, and so really, you think the major thing that has 
changed is the equipment that's used, but the same hardships that they went through in in 
October in the winter on a lake are the same things that U.S. Army soldiers experience 
today,” said Shields. 

https://www.wamc.org/news/2026-10-14/continental-army-remains-laid-to-rest-at-saratoga-
national-cemetary 
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Unknown Revolutionary War soldiers laid to rest at Saratoga National Cemetery  

WTEN, October 15, 2026 : 
 

SCHUYLERVILLE, N.Y. (NEWS10) — Nearly 250 years after a Revolutionary War battle on 
Lake Champlain, unidentified Continental Army soldiers who were killed were honored in 
Saratoga County on Tuesday. An interment ceremony was held at Gerald B.H. Solomon 
Saratoga National Cemetery in Schuylerville with military funeral honors performed by the 
New York Army National Guard Honor Guard. 

 The soldiers were killed during a naval battle on Lake Champlain on October 11, 1776. 44 
soldiers manned the gunboat Philadelphia, which was sunk during the Battle of Valcour 
Island. The Philadelphia was one of 15 vessels in a fleet commanded by Benedict Arnold 
which was trying to stop a British fleet heading south on Lake Champlain. 

https://www.wamc.org/news/2026-10-14/continental-army-remains-laid-to-rest-at-saratoga-national-cemetary
https://www.wamc.org/news/2026-10-14/continental-army-remains-laid-to-rest-at-saratoga-national-cemetary


 Researchers believe five soldiers died during the battle. In 1935, the gunboat was raised, 
and some bones and a skull fragment were discovered. Human teeth were also found. Six 
teeth were interred at the ceremony on Tuesday. 

Army Human Resources Command determined that scientific testing of the remains was 
unlikely to yield individual identifications of the soldiers or identify their direct descendants. 
The group interment is to honor those individuals together. 

 During the ceremony, 11 New York Army National Guard Soldiers, comprising of a three-
soldier firing party, a bugler, an officer in charge, and a pallbearer detail, provided full honors. 

 A team of Revolutionary War reenactors saluted the unknowns with musket fire, followed by 
the Army Guard firing party, which fired seven rounds each. Staff Sgt. Alexandra Johnson 
then played taps. 

 “This is an extremely exceptional case of this was here before the country itself was here, so 
being able to honor those service members, those patriots is absolutely monumental,” said 
Williams Jadlos, member of the National Guard Military Funeral Honors Program. 

https://www.news10.com/news/saratoga-county/unknown-revolutionary-war-soldiers-laid-to-
rest-at-saratoga-national-cemetery/amp/ 
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Ceremony planned for soldiers killed in Revolutionary War battle on Lake Champlain  

Spectrum News,October12, 2026 : 
 

A service will be held Tuesday for Continental Army soldiers killed 250 years ago during an 
American Revolutionary War naval battle on Lake Champlain. 

This marker will be placed on the gravesite holding the remains. (Courtesy of the New York 
State Division of Military & Naval Affairs) 

The remains of the five soldiers who died during the Battle of Valcour Island on Oct. 11, 
1776, will be interred at 12:30 p.m. in the Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery 
in Schuylerville. The five men are believed to have died on the gunboat Philadelphia, which 
sank in a battle with British forces, or during their attempted escape. 

"The Philadelphia was hit by a 24-pound ball and sank at 6:30 p.m.," the New York State 
Division of Military & Naval Affairs said. "The crew evacuated to the gunboat Washington 
before the Philadelphia sank." 

The small, flat-bottomed warship was crewed by 44 soldiers serving with the New Hampshire 
Militia, a precursor of the National Guard, which was part of a fleet built in what is now 
Whitehall and commanded by Benedict Arnold. Historians credit the 44 militiamen with 

https://www.news10.com/news/saratoga-county/unknown-revolutionary-war-soldiers-laid-to-rest-at-saratoga-national-cemetery/amp/
https://www.news10.com/news/saratoga-county/unknown-revolutionary-war-soldiers-laid-to-rest-at-saratoga-national-cemetery/amp/


helping to delay the British before the Continental Army defeated them a year later at the 
Battles of Saratoga. 

Human bones and teeth were discovered in 1935, when Lorenzo Hagglund, a World War I 
veteran found the Philadelphia's remains on the bottom of the lake. The boat is now being 
preserved at the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. 

The five men who may have died are Ebenezar Bailey, Ezekiah Budthomas, John Leach, 
Benjamin Walker and Daniel Whitworth. Researchers have determined the other 39 soldiers 
who served on the Philadelphia survived the battle. 

Members of the New York Army National Guard Honor Guard will bring the remains in a flag-
covered casket to the burial site, where they will provide military funeral honors at the 
ceremony, including a 21-gun salute and the playing of taps. 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2026/10/12/burial-planned-for-
soldiers-killed-in-revolutionary-war-battle-on-lake-champlain 
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Latham funeral home sends 1776 remains to Saratoga cemetery  

WNYT, October 11, 2026 : 
 

SCHUYLERVILLE, N.Y. (WNYT)- A military funeral procession in Latham will carry 
Revolutionary War-era remains Tuesday for burial at the Saratoga National Cemetery. 

Dufresne & Cavanaugh Funeral Home in Latham is assisting the United States Army with the 
burial of human remains tied to the Battle of Valcour Island. The battle was fought on Lake 
Champlain in October 1776 and the remains are associated with the American gunboat 
Philadelphia under Benedict Arnold. 

Working with the U.S. Army Casualty and Mortuary Affairs Operations Division, the funeral 
home will oversee the procession to Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery. 

At 11:15 a.m., a flag-draped casket carrying the remains will be moved from the funeral 
home, at 149 Old Loudon Road in Latham, to a hearse by JROTC cadets from Christian 
Brothers Academy. An honorary color guard will flank the casket. 

At 11:30 a.m., the hearse will leave for the cemetery with an escort from Patriot Guard 
Riders. The procession is set to arrive at 12:30 p.m. at Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga 
National Cemetery, 200 Duell Road, Schuylerville. 

The battle played an important role in the American struggle for independence, the funeral 
home said. The occasion comes as the nation marks the 250th anniversary of 
independence. 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2026/10/12/burial-planned-for-soldiers-killed-in-revolutionary-war-battle-on-lake-champlain
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/capital-region/news/2026/10/12/burial-planned-for-soldiers-killed-in-revolutionary-war-battle-on-lake-champlain


Military honors are planned from the New York Army National Guard, the Saratoga National 
Cemetery Honor Guard and other local organizations. The funeral home said it was honored 
to be entrusted with the responsibility. 

Follow NewsChannel 13 online and on air for updates on this story. 

https://wnyt.com/top-stories/latham-funeral-home-sends-1776-remains-to-saratoga-
cemetery/ 
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Ceremony planned for soldiers killed in Revolutionary War battle on Lake Champlain  

Spectrum News,Oct. 12, 2026: 
 

A service will be held Tuesday for Continental Army soldiers killed 250 years ago during an 
American Revolutionary War naval battle on Lake Champlain. 

 This marker will be placed on the gravesite holding the remains. (Courtesy of the New York 
State Division of Military & Naval Affairs) 

The remains of the five soldiers who died during the Battle of Valcour Island on Oct. 11, 
1776, will be interred at 12:30 p.m. in the Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery 
in Schuylerville. The five men are believed to have died on the gunboat Philadelphia, which 
sank in a battle with British forces, or during their attempted escape. 

 "The Philadelphia was hit by a 24-pound ball and sank at 6:30 p.m.," the New York State 
Division of Military & Naval Affairs said. "The crew evacuated to the gunboat Washington 
before the Philadelphia sank." 

 The small, flat-bottomed warship was crewed by 44 soldiers serving with the New 
Hampshire Militia, a precursor of the National Guard, which was part of a fleet built in what is 
now Whitehall and commanded by Benedict Arnold. Historians credit the 44 militiamen with 
helping to delay the British before the Continental Army defeated them a year later at the 
Battles of Saratoga. 

 Human bones and teeth were discovered in 1935, when Lorenzo Hagglund, a World War I 
veteran found the Philadelphia's remains on the bottom of the lake. The boat is now being 
preserved at the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. 

The five men who may have died are Ebenezar Bailey, Ezekiah Budthomas, John Leach, 
Benjamin Walker and Daniel Whitworth. Researchers have determined the other 39 soldiers 
who served on the Philadelphia survived the battle. 

Members of the New York Army National Guard Honor Guard will bring the remains in a flag-
covered casket to the burial site, where they will provide military funeral honors at the 
ceremony, including a 21-gun salute and the playing of taps. 

https://wnyt.com/top-stories/latham-funeral-home-sends-1776-remains-to-saratoga-cemetery/
https://wnyt.com/top-stories/latham-funeral-home-sends-1776-remains-to-saratoga-cemetery/


https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2026/10/12/burial-planned-for-soldiers-
killed-in-revolutionary-war-battle-on-lake-champlain 
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New York Guard Honors Fallen Revolutionary War Soldiers  

Army.mil, October 13, 2026 : 
 

SCHUYLERVILLE, N.Y. — A New York Army National Guard Honor Guard provided military 
funeral honors Oct. 13 for unknown American Soldiers killed in a naval battle on Lake 
Champlain 250 years ago. 

 The gunboat Philadelphia, crewed by 44 Soldiers, most of them members of the New 
Hampshire militia, was sunk by a British ship during the Oct. 11, 1776, Battle of Valcour 
Island. The battle, in which 11 American vessels were sunk, was a tactical defeat for the 
Continental Army, but it delayed the British attack on Fort Ticonderoga until 1777. 

 Eleven New York Army National Guard Soldiers, forming a three-Soldier firing party, a 
bugler, an officer in charge and a pallbearer detail, rendered full honors during a ceremony at 
Gerald B.H. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery for the remains of crew members found 
inside the Philadelphia. 

 A team of Revolutionary War reenactors saluted the unknown Soldiers with musket fire. The 
Army Guard firing party then fired seven rounds, and Staff Sgt. Alexandra Johnson played 
taps. 

 Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, the adjutant general of the New York National Guard, presented the 
folded flag that had draped the casket to Lisa O’Brien, the New York state regent for the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. O’Brien represented the families of five Philadelphia 
crew members whom historical researchers from the Smithsonian Institution determined 
likely died during the battle. 

 The five men who may have died aboard the gunboat or while escaping the British fleet 
were Ebenezar Bailey, Ezekiah Budthomas, John Leach, Benjamin Walker and Daniel 
Whitworth. 

 Shields said he was very proud and “a little bit emotional” to participate in the ceremony. 
The equipment Soldiers carry has changed since 1776, but being a Soldier hasn’t changed 
much, Shields said. 

 “The same hardships [the Philadelphia crew] went through in October on the lake are the 
same things U.S. Army Soldiers experience today,” he said. 

 Staff Sgt. Ryan Gosse, the honor guard noncommissioned officer in charge, said performing 
a military funeral to honor Soldiers from the past is a unique and special honor. He added 
that this ceremony was even more meaningful because the Soldiers were unknown. 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2026/10/12/burial-planned-for-soldiers-killed-in-revolutionary-war-battle-on-lake-champlain
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2026/10/12/burial-planned-for-soldiers-killed-in-revolutionary-war-battle-on-lake-champlain


 “It just goes to show you that the Army and the National Guard will always be there, no 
matter who you are, if you have a name or if you don’t. As long as you’ve served, and you 
did something for this country we will be there for you,” Gosse said. 

 The remains of unknown Philadelphia crew members — bones, a skull fragment and six 
teeth — were found inside the hull when the boat was raised from Lake Champlain in 1935. 
Over the years, the bones and skull fragments vanished. The six teeth survived and were 
interred at the cemetery. 

 The Army provided a standard-issue headstone commemorating the battle and the Soldiers 
who fought in it. The Army placed the headstone along the cemetery’s Memorial Path. 

 The inscription reads: “UNKNOWN SOLDIERS, CONTINENTAL ARMY, GUNBOAT 
PHILADELPHIA, BATTLE OF VALCOUR ISLAND, LAKE CHAMPLAIN NY OCT 11 1776” 

 The National Museum of American History has displayed the Philadelphia since it opened in 
1964. The Smithsonian Institution and a team from Texas A&M University are conserving 
and preserving the gunboat. 

 Jennifer Jones, the Smithsonian Institution curator responsible for the Gunboat Philadelphia 
Project, said preserving the boat matters because of its role during a pivotal moment in 
American history. 

 “It is a witness. It is a witness to that battle, to the Revolution. It has survived 250 years, and 
our project is to make sure it survives for another 250,” Jones said. 

 Army experts determined that scientific testing of the teeth would be unlikely to identify the 
individuals or their direct descendants. For this reason, the remains were interred together to 
represent all casualties from the gunboat, according to Army Human Resources Command. 

 The Philadelphia was one of 15 vessels built to stop a British fleet heading south on Lake 
Champlain. Gen. Benedict Arnold, a merchant sea captain, commanded the fleet, which 
Soldiers crewed. Arnold took his fleet north and positioned it in the strait between Valcour 
Island and the New York shore of Lake Champlain, just south of present-day Plattsburgh. 

 He expected the British to pass the island without spotting his fleet. They would then have to 
turn and head toward the anchored American boats, which would open fire. 

 The British fleet headed south Oct. 9, 1776, and the situation developed as Arnold had 
predicted. The battle began at 12:30 p.m. and lasted until dark. A 24-pound cannonball 
struck the Philadelphia, which sank at 6:30 p.m. The surviving crew evacuated to the 
gunboat Washington before the Philadelphia sank. 

 However, the Washington had also been hit by enemy fire. The British captured and 
repaired it, adding it to their fleet. Seventeen Soldiers who crewed the Philadelphia escaped 
in a boat before the surrender. The British later released the Soldiers captured aboard the 
Washington — including crew members from the Philadelphia — in exchange for a promise 
not to serve against them again. 



 Smithsonian Institution researchers determined that 39 Soldiers who served aboard the 
Philadelphia survived the Battle of Valcour Island. 

https://www.army.mil/article/296094/ny_army_guard_honors_revolutionary_war_soldiers_kill
ed_in_1776_lake_champlain_naval_fight 
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Greenland lawmakers signal support for Trump security deal  

Reuters, October 12, 2026 : 
 

COPENHAGEN, Oct 12 (Reuters) - A majority of Greenlandic lawmakers signalled support 
for the Arctic island's recent security agreement with US President Donald Trump in a debate 
on Monday, although some opposition party members questioned the deal's economic value. 

 The United States, Denmark and Greenland last month signed the agreement, aimed at 
ending tensions after Trump's repeated threats to take control of the strategically located and 
mineral-rich island. 

 The agreement is subject to a second reading in parliament before being put to a vote, with 
lawmakers expected to pass the legislation. 

 The deal expands the US military's role in Greenland, paving the way for two new military 
bases and Trump's "Golden Dome" missile defence system, while reaffirming Danish 
sovereignty and Greenlanders' right to self-determination. 

 The chair of opposition party Naleraq, Pele Broberg, said many details still remained unclear 
on how the agreement would work in practice. 

 "The US is granted extensive rights in our country. The people of Greenland are not 
guaranteed any fixed payment for those rights," Broberg said in the parliamentary debate in 
Greenland's capital Nuuk. 

 The government parties, which have a majority of seats, defended the deal. 

  Former Foreign Minister Vivian Motzfeldt of the governing coalition's Demokraatit said 
Greenland had secured "massive" protection without having to pay for it, while winning 
recognition as an autonomous nation. 

 Foreign Minister Mute Egede said the deal was "a huge step forward" that could not be 
measured in terms of money. 

 Erik Jensen, chair of the Siumut party, said his party backed the deal. 

https://www.army.mil/article/296094/ny_army_guard_honors_revolutionary_war_soldiers_killed_in_1776_lake_champlain_naval_fight
https://www.army.mil/article/296094/ny_army_guard_honors_revolutionary_war_soldiers_killed_in_1776_lake_champlain_naval_fight


 "For several years, Siumut has been campaigning to ensure that agreements concerning 
Greenland are no longer concluded without Greenlandic participation... That is why we are 
satisfied," Jensen said. 

 (Reporting by Louise Rasmussen, Soren Jeppesen and Agnieszka Olenska, editing by Terje 
Solsvik, Alexandra Hudson) 

  https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/greenland-lawmakers-signal-support-trump-security-
deal-2026-10-12/ 
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New York Army National Guard  

Soldiers in Binghamton Gather for Mobilization Ceremony (video)  

WBNG, October 11, 2026 : 
 

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. (WBNG) -- Soldiers gathered at the state armory today to prepare for 
active duty deployment at the southern border. 

The event served as a way for the community to show it’s appreciation to the soldiers before 
their year-long federal mission. 

It’s also the last time families can see the unit before their deployment giving them a chance 
to recognize what their service means. 

12 News’ Laurin Session Smith was live in the studio after attending the ceremony with the 
full story. 

https://www.wbng.com/video/2026/10/12/soldiers-prepare-active-duty-border/ 
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New York Guard Mobilizes for Southern Border Mission  

NationalGuard.mil, By Eric Durr and Sgt. Richelle Cruickshank, New York National 
Guard, October 14, 2026 : 
 

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. – New York Army National Guard Soldiers assigned to the 204th 
Engineer Battalion are mobilizing to the nation’s southern border for Operation Ardent 
Vanguard, supporting border defense, detection, monitoring and infrastructure. 

The battalion held a mobilization ceremony for its Headquarters and Headquarters Company 
Oct. 8, while families of the Forward Support Company held their official send-off Oct. 11. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/greenland-lawmakers-signal-support-trump-security-deal-2026-10-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/greenland-lawmakers-signal-support-trump-security-deal-2026-10-12/
https://www.wbng.com/video/2026/10/12/soldiers-prepare-active-duty-border/


 The two ceremonies marked the start of a yearlong mobilization as 120 Soldiers prepare to 
go to Texas to support the Border Patrol, said Lt. Col. Kevin O’Reilly, commander of the 
204th. 

 Operation Ardent Vanguard, the U.S. Northern Command mission, supports the Department 
of Homeland Security and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

 The Forward Support Company provides logistics support, including maintenance and 
transportation of fuel, supplies and materials to the 204th Engineer Battalion. The 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company will provide mission command for the Army task 
force operating in the region, with O’Reilly as the task force commander. 

 Soldiers in both companies have spent 12 months preparing for the mobilization, O’Reilly 
said. 

 Speaking to Headquarters Company Soldiers and families, O’Reilly said the Binghamton-
based National Guard units have a service history dating to the Civil War. O’Reilly linked that 
legacy to the battalion’s upcoming mission, emphasizing the importance of supporting 
national security efforts along the southern border. 

 “This is a long mission. Stressors will come up on mission and at home,” O’Reilly said. “Look 
to your left and right. We are a team, and we are going to help each other.” 

 O’Reilly urged unit members to stay connected and support one another through difficult 
circumstances. 

 “Don’t internalize and think you are alone,” O’Reilly said. “I charge you to look out for each 
other. No matter what we face, we will overcome.” 

 During the Forward Support Company ceremony, O’Reilly said these ceremonies matter to 
Soldiers and families. Families once again heard about the importance of this sacrifice, and a 
high-ranking National Guard officer assured them they will have support, O’Reilly said. 

 “There’s a very large community of support for these Soldiers and their families,” Forward 
Support Company 1st Sgt John Pietrowski said. 

 A significant moment in the Headquarters Company ceremony came as O’Reilly and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Jay Symonds, the battalion’s senior enlisted leader, cased the battalion 
colors. 

 The military tradition symbolizes the unit’s transition to a mobilized status while preserving 
the history, honors and legacy represented by its colors. 

 The 204th Engineer Battalion has 700 Soldiers located at armories in Binghamton, Kingston, 
Horseheads, Walton and Cortlandt Manor. 

 In 2025, the New York National Guard mobilized the Headquarters Detachment of the 104th 
Military Police Battalion, headquartered in Kingston, and the 442nd Military Police Company, 
based at the Jamaica Armory in Queens, New York City, on a similar support mission. 



https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4625513/new-york-guard-mobilizes-
for-southern-border-mission/ 
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2 Cayuga County National Guard members promoted  

Auburn Citizen, October 12, 2026: 
 

LATHAM — Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, the adjutant general for the state of New York, 
announces the recent promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in 
recognition of his capability for additional responsibility and leadership: 

 Carolyn Zavaski, from Cato, assigned to Charlie Company, NY Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion, received a promotion Sept. 20, 2026, to the rank of private. 

Ariana Richardson, from Auburn, assigned to Charlie Company, NY Recruiting and 
Retention Battalion, received a promotion Sept. 19, 2026, to the rank of private. 

For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit dmna.ny.gov or 
1800goguard.com. 

https://auburnpub.com/news/local/article_7d8e4b9d-a87a-4763-98a0-2e4710479cbf.html 
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Local New York Army National Guard promotions announced  

Glens Falls Post Star, October 12,2026 : 
 

REGIONAL – Major General Ray Shields, the adjutant general for the State of New York, on 
Thursday announced the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in 
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership. 

According to a press release, the following local National Guard members were recently 
promoted: 

Thompson, of Cambridge, N.Y., and assigned to 1108th Ordnance Company, received a 
promotion on September 17, 2026, to the rank of sergeant. 

Katrina Wilkins, of Hampton, N.Y., and assigned to 1427th Transportation Company, 
received a promotion on September 25, 2026, to the rank of sergeant. 

Kaylanah Morehouse, of Argyle, N.Y., and assigned to Bravo Company, NY Recruiting and 
Retention Battalion, received a promotion on September 5, 2026, to the rank of private. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4625513/new-york-guard-mobilizes-for-southern-border-mission/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4625513/new-york-guard-mobilizes-for-southern-border-mission/
https://auburnpub.com/news/local/article_7d8e4b9d-a87a-4763-98a0-2e4710479cbf.html


Spencer Durham, of Fort Edward, N.Y., and assigned to Headquarters Support Company, 
42nd Infantry Division, received a promotion on September 6, 2026, to the rank of specialist. 

According to the press release, Army National Guard promotions are based on a soldier's 
overall performance, demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future 
development potential. These promotions recognize the best-qualified soldiers for a career in 
the New York Army National Guard. 

 https://poststar.com/news/local/article_4db5cbf0-6bb3-4afd-96db-1d9c83708380.html 
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Pentagon Finally Counts an Iran War Death — Six Months Late  

The Intercept October 12, 2026 : 
 

After months of questions from The Intercept, the U.S. military finally acknowledged 
the March death of Maj. Sorffly Davius. 

Photo Cpation:An Army carry team moves the flag-draped transfer case containing the 
remains of U.S. Army soldier Maj. Sorffly Davius, who died in Kuwait, during a casualty 
return on March 9, 2026, at Dover Air Force Base, Del. Photo: Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP 

The Pentagon quietly acknowledged additional Iran war deaths on Friday evening after The 
Intercept repeatedly demanded an explanation for inaccurate statistics on a War Department 
website tracking U.S. casualties from the conflict. 

Almost 900 U.S. troops have been wounded or killed in the war with Iran, according to the 
official Pentagon count, including the two deaths added on Friday. This raises the 
Pentagon’s total to 21 dead. 

The additional war dead include Maj. Sorffly Davius, a signals and communication officer 
with the New York Army National Guard who was assigned to the headquarters of the 42nd 
Infantry Division and died while on duty in Camp Buehring, Kuwait, on March 6. For more 
than six months, The Intercept has raised Davius’s case in dozens of emails and phone 
conversations with Pentagon officials and publicly in 10 articles. 

The Pentagon recently revamped the website of the Defense Casualty Analysis System, or 
DCAS — which provides official counts of dead and wounded for Congress and the White 
House — to include more detailed casualty category tables. But it initially listed no “non-
hostile” illness or injury fatalities, despite the Pentagon announcing in March that Davius died 
“as a result of a non-combat related incident.” 

At first, the military claimed that Davius was involved in another operation instead of Epic 
Fury — the original designation of the Iran war. Two weeks ago, however, The Intercept 
revealed that a recent National Guard news release admitted that when “President Donald 

https://poststar.com/news/local/article_4db5cbf0-6bb3-4afd-96db-1d9c83708380.html


Trump made the decision to attack Iran and launched Operation Epic Fury on Feb. 28, the 
[42nd Infantry] division headquarters began conducting combat operations.” 

The 42nd served as the primary headquarters leading what became, according to Maj. Gen. 
Jack James, the division commander, the “largest and first long-range precision fires 
campaign in the history of the United States Army.” James specifically saluted Davius, whom 
the Guard admitted was “conducting operations” when he died. 

Last week, The Intercept pointed the Pentagon to the non-hostile illness or injury casualty 
count for Epic Fury on the website, and emphasized its tally showing zero deaths was not 
possible. 

“I will check within,” Patricia Kreuzberger, a Pentagon spokesperson said on Tuesday. “Let 
me reach out to leadership.” 

Three days later, and after repeated follow-up messages on Friday, the tally was updated, to 
1. 

In addition to Davius, the DCAS death count now also includes an unidentified Navy suicide 
that occurred last month, according to a U.S. official who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. DCAS currently lists this death as “pending,” despite the recent addition of a 
“self-inflicted” category to the website. 

A “War Department official” told The Intercept by email on Sunday that “the Department is 
introducing a ‘Pending Adjudication’ category to track the status of active duty casualties 
pending final categorization and reporting in DCAS.” She added: “This new category will 
allow the Department to minimize reporting delays while ensuring data consistency between 
the DoW and Joint Staff.” 

The “pending” designation, however, isn’t new. The Pentagon re-introduced it to DCAS in 
mid-July, and major discrepancies have continued in the tally since. 

Many casualties remain uncounted in DCAS, including a sailor who suffered a non-combat-
related injury aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln as it was involved in “strike missions in 
support of Operation Epic Fury” on March 25. 

https://theintercept.com/2026/10/12/iran-war-casualties-death-toll-accuracy/ 
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Pentagon reveals more troops died during Iran war, raises toll to 21  

Stars and Stripes, October 10, 2026 : 
 

WASHINGTON – The Pentagon admitted that more troops have died in the Middle East than 
it had previously publicly reported, raising the official number of U.S. service members who 
died during the war against Iran to 21. 

https://theintercept.com/2026/10/12/iran-war-casualties-death-toll-accuracy/


The two deaths were from noncombat causes. Maj. Sorffly Davius, 46, a member of the 
Army National Guard from Queens, New York, died in Kuwait on March 6. 

In September, an unidentified member of the Navy died by suicide, according to a Pentagon 
official who spoke on the condition of anonymity. 

A third death occurred as part of Operation Inherent Resolve, the U.S. military's effort to 
combat ISIS. Sgt. Devin A. Seibel, 26, died in Iraq in May after a training accident. 

The correction on Oct. 9 to the U.S. military's official casualty database, the Defense 
Casualty Analysis System, comes amid intense congressional scrutiny of how the Pentagon 
has counted casualties during the Iran war. 

The update means that 21 U.S. service members have died since the start of the war against 
Iran and 865 have been wounded, according to the military's official toll. 

The Washington Post first reported in September that the number of U.S. military casualties 
in the Iran war was higher than what the Pentagon's official database showed. Secretary of 
War Pete Hegseth denied the news report at the time, saying it was "fake" and a "complete 
lie." 

Rep. Adam Smith, the top Democrat on the House Armed Services Committee, and Rep. 
Chrissy Houlahan, D-Pennsylvania, said in a statement that "no excuse for a mistake of this 
magnitude." 

"We are glad to see the error has been corrected, and we will continue to fight for 
transparency and accountability," they added. "While this public correction is an important 
first step, we expect the Department to make the necessary changes to policies and 
procedures to ensure this mistake is not repeated and that they are more transparent with 
the public going forward." 

Senate Democrats previously demanded answers from the Pentagon about its process for 
reporting the deaths of U.S. military personnel, expressing concern about "inconsistent 
casualty figures" in the Defense Casualty Analysis System. 

Earlier this year, lawmakers expressed outrage after the Pentagon briefly removed the 
deaths of four troops in July who were killed during the war against Iran from its casualty 
database. 

The four deaths were initially listed as part of Operation Epic Fury, the U.S. military's official 
name for the war against Iran. 

They were added back to the database under a different category labeled as "Overseas 
Operations," which Pentagon created to count casualties after President Donald Trump 
announced the end of Epic Fury despite ongoing fighting with Iran. 

Americans largely oppose the war in Iran, which has lasted for more than seven months as 
the U.S. officials struggle to negotiate a ceasefire agreement with Iran. 



The prolonged conflict has driven up gas and diesel prices across the country, forcing Trump 
to turn to Russia for help lowering prices at the pump. 

The war has also put a significant strain on the U.S. military's personnel and resources, 
costing at least $43.6 billion as of Sept. 3, according to the Pentagon's latest estimate. More 
than 50,000 U.S. service members have been deployed to the Middle East to support the 
war effort. 

This article originally appeared on USA TODAY: Pentagon reveals more troops died during 
Iran war, raises toll to 21 Reporting by Miles J. Herszenhorn, USA TODAY / USA TODAY 
USA TODAY Network via Reuters Connect Copyright Reuters or USA Today Network via 
Reuters Connect 

https://www.stripes.com/theaters/middle_east/2026-10-10/pentagon-death-toll-iran-war-
23114546.html 
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Pentagon raises Iran war death toll to 21  

Task and Purpose, October 10, 2026: 
 

Two more service members have died in the Middle East as part of the Iran war than 
previously acknowledged, according to the Department of Defense. The revised death toll 
was revealed in updates to the Pentagon’s casualty database late on Friday. The Oct. 9 
numbers on the Defense Casualty Analysis System were the first update since Sept. 29. The 
changes include a National Guard officer whose death had been acknowledged but not 
counted in the Iran war and an enlisted sailor who died last month. Both were non-hostile 
deaths, according to DCAS. 

The revised figures include the addition of New York Army National Guard Maj. Sorffly 
Davius, who died from a medical emergency on March 6 while deployed to Camp Buehring 
in Kuwait. The military had announced Davius’ death when it happened, although he had not 
been added to the casualty list before, even under the non-hostile category. 

The military has not identified the service member who died in September, but according to 
DCAS, the deceased was an enlisted woman in the Navy between the ages of 25-30. The 
cause of death is listed as pending. 

The military had previously confirmed two deaths, Davius among them, that happened in the 
Middle East but were on missions unrelated to the war with Iran. The other confirmed death 
was an Army noncommissioned officer who died in a training accident while participating in 
Operation Inherent Resolve. 

The way the Pentagon has reported casualties from the war has been a subject of ongoing 
criticism, with shifting figures and categories. This summer the Pentagon split deaths and 
injuries in the war into two separate categories: one for Operation Epic Fury and one listed 
as “overseas operations,” covering casualties since July. 

https://www.stripes.com/theaters/middle_east/2026-10-10/pentagon-death-toll-iran-war-23114546.html
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/middle_east/2026-10-10/pentagon-death-toll-iran-war-23114546.html


The Washington Post, which first reported on the additions to the death toll, had reported in 
September that four more troops had died than the official count showed. Defense Secretary 
Pete Hegseth had disputed that in a statement to social media. A defense official confirmed 
to Task & Purpose that there had been additional deaths in the Middle East but those “were 
not directly related to the war with Iran.” 

After fighting in the war restarted in July, then paused in August, September saw dozens of 
troops wounded in action. The majority of those were from the Army, but 38 of the 95 
wounded last month were sailors and Marines. Also in September, an Army officer died on a 
non-combat flight in the Middle East after suffering a medical incident. 

The Oct. 9 update also notes five soldiers were wounded in action in October, the first time 
that had been disclosed. Since Feb. 28, 865 service members have been wounded in the 
war, the majority since July. 

https://taskandpurpose.com/news/pentagon-iran-war-death-toll-21/ 
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Military News: Mid-Hudson Valley Residents Earn Promotion  

Kingston Daily Freeman, October 10, 2026 : 
 

Promotions 

The following area residents serving in the New York Army National Guard were promoted: 

* Quianna Biggs-Bullard of Marlboro, serving with 53rd Troop Command, to the rank of 
sergeant first class on Friday, Sept. 11. 

* Caden Marquez of Kingston, assigned to Bravo Company, New York Recruiting and 
Retention Battalion, to the rank of private first class on Saturday, Sept. 19. 

* Ryan Clark of Accord, assigned to Bravo Company, New York Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion, to the rank of private on Sunday, Sept. 27. 

* Enrique Silva Calderon of Staatsburg, assigned to Bravo Company, New York Recruiting 
and Retention Battalion, to the rank of private on Sunday, Sept. 20. 

* Luis Cruz of Pine Bush, assigned to Bravo Company, New York Recruiting and Retention 
Battalion, to the rank of private on Sunday, Sept. 20. 

* Raymond Guante of Rosendale, assigned to 1569th Transportation Company, to the rank 
of specialist on Saturday, Aug. 15. 

The following area residents serving in the New York Air National Guard were promoted: 

https://taskandpurpose.com/news/pentagon-iran-war-death-toll-21/


* William Krumm of Milton, assigned to the 109th Airlift Wing, to the rank of senior airman on 
Wednesday, July 15. 

* Ashley Bernhardt of Shokan, assigned to the 105th Airlift Wing, to the rank of senior airman 
on Wednesday, July 1. 

https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2026/10/10/military-news-mid-hudson-valley-residents-earn-
promotions/ 
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New York National Guard Battalion Mobilizes for Southern Border Mission  

Department of War, Oct. 15, 2026 , By Eric Durr and Army Sgt. Richelle Cruickshank, 
New York National Guard |: 
 

One hundred and twenty New York Army National Guard soldiers assigned to the 204th 
Engineer Battalion recently took part in mobilization ceremonies at the armory in 
Binghamton, New York, for a federal deployment to the southern border. 

The battalion's Headquarters and Headquarters Company held a ceremony Oct. 8, while 
families of the Forward Support Company held their official send-off Oct. 11. 

Dozens of people in camouflage military uniforms stand in formation, saluting as another 
person in similar attire holds a flag in front of them; a large American flag is in the 
background. 

The two ceremonies marked the beginning of a yearlong mobilization to Texas in support of 
U.S. Border Patrol. 

Called Operation Ardent Vanguard, the U.S. Northern Command mission supports the 
Department of Homeland Security and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Army forces 
provide support through border defense, detection, monitoring and infrastructure support 
along the southern border. 

The Forward Support Company provides logistics support, including maintenance, fuel 
transportation, supplies and materials to the 204th Engineer Battalion. 

The Headquarters and Headquarters Company will provide mission command for the Army 
task force operating in the region, with Army Lt. Col. Kevin O'Reilly, battalion commander, 
serving as the task force commander. 

Soldiers in both companies have spent 12 months preparing for the deployment. 

Speaking to the soldiers and their families, O'Reilly said the Binghamton-based National 
Guard units have a history of service going back to the Civil War. 

https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2026/10/10/military-news-mid-hudson-valley-residents-earn-promotions/
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2026/10/10/military-news-mid-hudson-valley-residents-earn-promotions/


O'Reilly connected that legacy of service to the battalion's upcoming mission, emphasizing 
the importance of supporting national security efforts along the border. 

"This is a long mission; stressors will come up on mission and at home," he said. "Look to 
your left and right. We are a team, and we are going to help each other." 

O'Reilly urged members of the unit to remain connected and support one another through 
difficult circumstances. 

"Don't internalize and think you are alone," he said. "I charge you to look out for each other. 
No matter what we face, we will overcome." 

During the Headquarters and Headquarters Company ceremony, O'Reilly and Army 
Command Sgt. Maj. Jay Symonds, the battalion's senior enlisted leader, cased the battalion 
colors. 

The military tradition symbolizes the unit's transition to a deployed status while preserving 
the history, honors and legacy represented by its colors. 

The 204th Engineer Battalion has 700 soldiers located at armories in Binghamton, Kingston, 
Horseheads, Walton and Cortlandt Manor, New York. 

In 2025, the New York National Guard deployed the headquarters detachment of the 104th 
Military Police Battalion and the 442nd Military Police Company on a similar support mission. 

https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4626254/new-york-national-guard-
battalion-mobilizes-for-southern-border-mission/ 
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Four Rocklanders Recognized by National Guard  

Rockland County Times, October 15, 2026 : 
 

Major General Ray Shields, the Adjutant General for the State of New York, announces the 
promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their capability 
for additional responsibility and leadership. 

 Brandon Ardon Flores from Suffern, N.Y., and assigned to Charlie Company, 119th Division 
Support Sustainment Brigade, received a promotion September 9, 2026 to the rank of private 
first class. 

 Jennifer Guaman Guaman from Spring Valley, N.Y., and assigned to Bravo Company, NY 
Recruiting and Retention Battalion, received a promotion September 20, 2026 to the rank of 
private. 

https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4626254/new-york-national-guard-battalion-mobilizes-for-southern-border-mission/
https://www.war.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/4626254/new-york-national-guard-battalion-mobilizes-for-southern-border-mission/


 Daveon Crowder from Spring Valley, N.Y., and assigned to 101st Expeditionary Signal 
Company, received a promotion September 30, 2026 to the rank of specialist. 

 Ismael Quezada Henriquez from Haverstraw, N.Y., and assigned to Bravo Company, 2nd 
Battalion, 108th Infantry Regiment, received a promotion September 16, 2026 to the rank of 
specialist. 

 Army National Guard promotions are based on a Soldier’s overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential. 

These promotions recognize the best qualified Soldiers for a career in the New York Army 
National Guard. 

For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov or 
www.1800goguard.com 

The New York National Guard (New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs) is the 
state’s executive agency responsible to the Governor for managing New York’s Military 
Forces, which consists of nearly 20,000 members of the New York Army National Guard, the 
New York Air National Guard, the New York Naval Militia and the New York Guard. 

https://rocklandtimes.com/2026/10/15/four-rocklanders-recognized-by-national-guard/ 
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Kingston, NY Soldier Killed in WWII Finally Returns Home  

CNYNews, October 15, 2026 : 
 

Human Remains Found In Germany Identified As Hudson Valley Solider 

Human remains found in Germany were recently identified as a missing soldier from New 
York. 

 In April of 2026 the remains were identified as the remains of a missing soldier from the 
Hudson Valley. The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency confirmed the remains were of 
missing U.S. Army Pfc. Albert H. Marks, originally from Kingston, New York. 

 Marks was part of Company G, 2nd Battalion, 357th Infantry Regiment, 90th Infantry 
Division. According to MIA Accounting Agency, Marks unit "was part of an assault to capture 
Dillingen, Germany" on December 7th, 1944. 

 The agency explains Marks was "killed by enemy artillery" adding: 

 His body could not be recovered at the time. 

https://rocklandtimes.com/2026/10/15/four-rocklanders-recognized-by-national-guard/


 According to reports, the remains of several Americans were buried in a cemetery in 
Reimsbach. However, in 1946 many of those remains were exhumed but none of them were 
identified at the time as Marks. 

 Scientist Confirm Remains Belong to Kingston, NY Missing Soldier 

On the Defense POW/Mia Accounting Agency website they share that a DPAA historian 
thought that remains that were exhumed back in 1946 could belong to Marks. 

 The site explains the remains were "disinterred in June 2021 and sent to the DPAA 
laboratory for analysis." The scientist at the lab "used modern forensic techniques to identify 
Marks." 

 Recently, Marks remains made their way back to New York State. 

 U.S. Army soldier Albert Marks Returns Home 

Albany International Airport took part in a special ceremony welcoming home U.S. Army 
Solider, Albert Marks. 

 On October 9th, 2026, they wrote on social media "After more than 80 years, a World War II 
soldier is finally coming home." 

 The statement went on to say 

 Today, Albany International Airport was honored to take part in the dignified transfer of U.S. 
Army soldier Albert Marks, a native of Kingston, NY, who was killed in action in Germany in 
1944 and remained missing for more than eight decades. 

Marks remains were arrived in Albany aboard a Southwest Airline flight "where members of 
the Army National Guard Honor Guard conducted a dignified transfer in the presence of 
family and friends." 

 Take a look at photos from the ceremony below: 

  

https://cnynews.com/ixp/706/p/kingston-solider-laid-to-
rest/?utm_source=tsmclip&utm_medium=referral 
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Guard Mobilizes for Southern Border Mission  

MilitarySpot.com, October 15, 2026: 
 

https://cnynews.com/ixp/706/p/kingston-solider-laid-to-rest/?utm_source=tsmclip&utm_medium=referral
https://cnynews.com/ixp/706/p/kingston-solider-laid-to-rest/?utm_source=tsmclip&utm_medium=referral


OCTOBER 15, 2026 – New York Army National Guard Soldiers assigned to the 204th 
Engineer Battalion are mobilizing to the nation’s southern border for Operation Ardent 
Vanguard, supporting border defense, detection, monitoring and infrastructure. 

 The battalion held a mobilization ceremony for its Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company on Oct. 8, while the Forward Support Company’s families held their official send-
off on Oct. 11. 

 The two ceremonies marked the start of a yearlong mobilization as 120 Soldiers prepare to 
go to Texas to support the Border Patrol, said Lt. Col. Kevin O’Reilly, commander of the 
204th. 

 Operation Ardent Vanguard, the U.S. Northern Command mission, supports the Department 
of Homeland Security and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

 The Forward Support Company provides logistics support, including maintenance and 
transportation of fuel, supplies and materials to the 204th Engineer Battalion. The 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company will provide mission command for the Army task 
force operating in the region, with O’Reilly as the task force commander. 

 Soldiers in both companies have spent 12 months preparing for the mobilization, O’Reilly 
said. 

 Speaking to Headquarters Company Soldiers and families, O’Reilly said the Binghamton-
based National Guard units have a service history dating to the Civil War. O’Reilly linked that 
legacy to the battalion’s upcoming mission, emphasizing the importance of supporting 
national security efforts along the southern border. 

 “This is a long mission. Stressors will come up on mission and at home,” O’Reilly said. “Look 
to your left and right. We are a team, and we are going to help each other.” 

 O’Reilly urged unit members to stay connected and support one another through difficult 
circumstances. 

 “Don’t internalize and think you are alone,” O’Reilly said. “I charge you to look out for each 
other. No matter what we face, we will overcome.” 

 During the Forward Support Company ceremony, O’Reilly said these ceremonies matter to 
Soldiers and families. Families once again heard about the importance of this sacrifice, and a 
high-ranking National Guard officer assured them they will have support, O’Reilly said. 

 “There’s a very large community of support for these Soldiers and their families,” Forward 
Support Company 1st Sgt. John Pietrowski said. 

  A significant moment in the Headquarters Company ceremony came as O’Reilly and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Jay Symonds, the battalion’s senior enlisted leader, cased the battalion 
colors. 



 The military tradition symbolizes the unit’s transition to a mobilized status while preserving 
the history, honors and legacy represented by its colors. 

 The 204th Engineer Battalion has 700 Soldiers located at armories in Binghamton, Kingston, 
Horseheads, Walton and Cortlandt Manor. 

 In 2025, the New York National Guard mobilized the Headquarters Detachment of the 104th 
Military Police Battalion, headquartered in Kingston, and the 442nd Military Police Company, 
based at the Jamaica Armory in Queens, New York City, on a similar support mission. 

https://www.militaryspot.com/news/guard-mobilizes-for-southern-border-mission/ 
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Political 

Congressional candidate: Leak of BDSM pics a ‘distraction’ from issues (video)  

NewsNation, October 10, 2026 : 
 

(NewsNation) — New York congressional hopeful Chris Gallant is metaphorically trying to 
make lemonade from lemons after old pictures of him in bondage gear resurfaced online in 
the late stages of his already uphill political campaign. 

The 37-year-old Democrat says the embarrassing reveal was likely a political hit job, but he 
hasn’t denied taking part in the fetish photo shoots, some of which have been described as 
sexually explicit. 

Now, National Guard pilot and volunteer fireman is embracing his own “Kim Kardashian 
moment.” 

“I don’t know whether it helps or hurts. I know one of my struggles was name recognition,” 
Gallant, who faces Republican incumbent Rep. Nicholas LaLota in the 1st Congressional 
District race, told “NewsNation Prime” on Saturday. “It definitely brought attention to the 
race.” 

Gallant said he’d like to think voters won’t fall for what he calls a “distraction from what the 
issues are.” 

He said senior members of Congress have benefited from coming up in a pre-Internet era 
while younger candidates like himself face a new kind of baggage. 

“I’ve seen a lot of really good people too afraid to get into the political world. If this is the 
groundbreaking moment that we need to embrace … so be it,” he said. 

https://www.militaryspot.com/news/guard-mobilizes-for-southern-border-mission/


His opponent, LaLota, is seeking his third term in the House in a Long Island district that 
skews Republican. Gallant said he has chosen not to debate the incumbent, preferring 
instead to meet with voters. 

https://www.newsnationnow.com/politics/bdsm-pics-ny-chris-gallant-congress-race/ 
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On Republican Long Island, gay Democrat Chris Gallant bets on public service over 
politics  

The Washington Blade, October 12, 2026 : 
 

New York’s Long Island, which is just 50 miles from the Stonewall Inn, is a reliably red 
enclave where President Trump won easily in 2024. 

 Chris Gallant, an openly gay Democrat running for New York’s 1st Congressional District, 
which includes Nassau and Suffolk counties, is trying to capitalize on what he sees as 
growing frustration with the Republican Party and its ability to deliver for everyday 
Americans. 

 The Blade sat down with Gallant to discuss his move from civil servant to the fight for public 
office, how he has been personally impacted by the changes from the Trump administration, 
and the recent release of photos from his past that have brought the national spotlight his 
way. 

 Gallant has a long record of public service that, on paper, would make him an 
unconventional but compelling candidate for a heavily Republican district. His résumé 
includes New York Army National Guard service that began when he was 17, multiple 
overseas deployments, including multiple tours in Kuwait, work as an FAA air traffic 
controller, union leadership and service as a volunteer firefighter. 

 That record of service is central to how Gallant describes himself — particularly as he 
navigates the unusual combination of being an openly gay candidate, a military veteran, and 
a Democrat running in a district where Republicans have historically held the advantage. 

 “My fiancé and I both serve in the military and we built our relationship through trust, timing, 
and a lot of miles between us,” his campaign website says, highlighting the idea of family 
values that has become a central part of winning the area. “I’ve been openly gay in the 
military since just after ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ ended, and I’ve learned to speak plainly, hold 
the line, and back up what I say. I’ve also learned how to listen — and how to bring people 
with very different views to the table and actually make progress.” 

 Gallant said that record, rather than his sexual orientation, is what should define his 
candidacy. 

https://www.newsnationnow.com/politics/bdsm-pics-ny-chris-gallant-congress-race/


 “I think who I am as a person is an asset,” he told the Blade when asked if his sexuality has 
played any role in his decision to run. “I’m not running because I’m gay. I’m running, and,’Oh, 
I’m gay.’ It’s part of my identity. It’s just a part of who I am. But it’s not necessarily on the 
table because that shouldn’t make a difference on how I’m going to respond in Congress or 
how I’m going to run into a burning building. I don’t think those things necessarily matter so 
much.” 

 For Gallant, the campaign is ultimately about something broader than identity politics. He 
said he is running because he wants to restore Americans’ confidence in a government that 
he says has become less about its people and more about the wealthy leaders in charge. 

 “I’ve always said that part of the reason why I am running for Congress is because I want to 
restore faith in our government,” he said. “We’re all drastically exhausted with what’s going 
on in this world, and particularly with Donald Trump being in office, [his] type of politics, and 
the way he works, essentially. When Biden got into office after Trump won, it was like the 
release of a pressure cooker… the pressure cooker is just even worse now this second time 
around.” 

 He also explained that his experience working inside the federal government has shaped 
how he believes Washington should approach its problems. Gallant pointed specifically to 
the Trump administration’s efforts to reduce the size of government and the role of the 
Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), arguing that cutting government spending 
should not mean indiscriminate cuts. 

 “I understand that we as a nation need to save money, or at least fix the budget or balance 
it. We are getting further and further in debt … The budget is always a huge issue and 
something that we definitely 100% need to fix. But we need to do it with experts and, you 
know, attack these issues with a scalpel, not a chainsaw.” 

 The chainsaw Gallant mentioned is a clear reference to controversial Trump supporter Elon 
Musk, who announced he would be heading the highly politicized DOGE agency, where he, 
the first-ever trillionaire, brandished a shiny chainsaw symbolic of them cutting government 
spending with no regard for the impact on everyday Americans. 

 That philosophy, of scalpel over chainsaw, is also part of Gallant’s argument to voters who 
may be more accustomed to voting Republican. He does not present himself as a traditional 
politician, but rather as someone whose career outside politics could be an asset in 
Congress. 

 “I’m not a politician. This is my first foray into politics, and I think that’s what our politics 
need. We need fresh new faces, not career politicians. Someone who has brand new ideas, 
not tainted by politics. So I would say, give me the opportunity to prove myself, because, you 
know, until I actually get there and I can actually do a job, we won’t know.” 

 Gallant also shared signs that the political landscape on Long Island may be shifting. He 
pointed to gains Democrats made across the district last November and said economic 
concerns could further erode Republican support. 



 “Last November, in this district we [Democrats] gained 13 and 14 points across the 
district..And this district lost by 10 points last year. So even just in one year, you can tell that 
there’s a difference.” 

 The swapping of support from the Republican side to Democratic reflects the real concern 
voters have about the economy — impacted by the war in Iran, tariffs, and growing inflation. 

 “People are feeling it here in their pockets. The cost of living here on Long Island is already 
high, and things are just getting worse. There’s a lot of promises that were made with this 
administration that weren’t kept.” 

 Gallant said that frustration has directly translated into support from some voters who 
previously backed President Donald Trump. 

 “I know a lot of people who have voted for Donald Trump that have my lawn sign on their 
front lawn today. If that’s the change that they’re looking for, I’m going to provide it.” 

 But Gallant’s campaign has been complicated by a very different kind of political issue: the 
publication of photos from his past that have become a national story. 

 The photos, which include pictures of Gallant wearing various fetish gear for Mr. S Leather 
— including a harness and a collar — were shared with the New York Post. 

 Gallant has consistently rejected the idea that he should be ashamed of the images or that 
they undermine his qualifications for public office since their Sept. 13 publication. Instead, he 
has argued that his record of service should be considered alongside a private chapter of his 
life from 15 years ago. 

 “I mean, look, I’m totally not ashamed of who I am as a person. Those pictures were taken 
in my private life. I can still run into a burning building faster than most people. I can still fly a 
helicopter. And those are from 15 years ago, right? I built an entire life based around my 
commitment to the military and the Army National Guard.” 

 Rather than allowing the controversy to define him, Gallant said he hopes it can become 
part of a broader conversation about privacy and the consequences of living in a digital age 
— and indicated that this sort of scenario would become something semi-regular for those 
who grew up with technology. 

 “The reality is that we live in a digital age.This is what our generation is going to be stuck 
with. I laugh all the time because this is the reason why Congress and the Senate are about 
to die in their chairs. They didn’t have cameras and pictures and photos like that.” 

 “If I have to be the person to wave the banner now to fight and advocate for not only our 
community but anybody that could be put in this situation, that realizes now that we’re living 
in a digital age and this is what the future is going to be. It’s, you know, everything’s left 
online now.” 



 That argument extends beyond his own campaign. Gallant said he worries that the prospect 
of having a digital footprint scrutinized could discourage highly qualified and passionate 
potential public servants from seeking office. 

 “I understand that getting into public life means that the rest of your life becomes public. I 
get it, I do. But I also feel bad because there’s a lot of good people out there wanting to do a 
job in the public world, and they’re just afraid of what their digital footprint might have on 
them or might—what might exist because we’ve done things when we’re 12 or 15, or 20, or 
30, or whatever.” 

 “I think living in this digital world, I would love to advocate for people to say, ‘How do we 
prevent some of these things from coming out into the public view so people can still 
maintain some kind of a private life?’” 

 For an openly gay candidate, the issue also carries a particular significance. Gallant said his 
experience has made him more interested in advocating for other LGBTQ people who may 
hesitate to enter public life because of what could eventually surface online. 

 His own LGBTQ policy priorities are relatively focused. He said adding further protections for 
same-sex marriage in federal law would be one of the issues he would want to pursue if 
elected, particularly as questions about the Supreme Court’s future approach to marriage 
equality continue to loom. 

 “My partner, who’s my fiancé, is currently deployed. We got engaged before he left in 
December because if the question came up to the Supreme Court– whether gay marriage 
was going to be a thing– we had to question whether, when he got back from deployment 
after Christmas this year, whether we were actually going to be able to legally get married.” 

 “I mean, these are questions that shouldn’t even be questions anymore. So if we can put 
something like [codifying same-sex marriage] into law, where it’s just not a Supreme Court 
decision and it can get overturned, like Roe v. Wade, then let’s do it.” 

 Gallant’s opponent, Rep. Nick LaLota (R-N.Y.), is the two-term incumbent and has a mixed 
record on LGBTQ rights. LaLota has been vocal in his opposition to overturning Obergefell v. 
Hodges, the Supreme Court case that established the constitutional right to same-sex 
marriage, but he has also been outspoken in his opposition to transgender rights. He co-
sponsored and voted for H.R. 28, the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports Act, which 
would restrict participation in women’s sports based on sex assigned at birth rather than 
gender identity. 

 Gallant, on the other hand, has few official positions on LGBTQ issues but assured the 
Blade that, if elected, he would become “an advocate, particularly for the LGBTQ 
community.” 

 He also said he believes same-sex marriage should be codified into law and that 
nondiscrimination protections should be expanded. “I would definitely be pushing no 
discrimination against anyone for any reason — and that should not have any place in any 
workplace — especially on the federal government level.” 



 For Gallant, however, LGBTQ rights are only one part of a broader platform centered on 
public service, affordability and restoring trust in government. 

 He repeatedly returned to the idea that a member of Congress should be accessible to the 
people they represent — something he believes his experience holding town halls and 
working directly with members of his community demonstrates. 

 “I always find that a record of service and showing up every day at work and in our 
communities is what’s going to be key and important. And I think that’s what a representative 
needs to do. As a representative you’re supposed to represent and work with the people that 
elect you to office. And so that’s what I’m going to make sure I start today.” 

 Current prediction markets give LaLota a significant advantage over his challenger, with the 
incumbent holding an 81 percent chance of winning compared with Gallant’s 19 percent. 

https://www.washingtonblade.com/2026/10/12/on-republican-long-island-gay-democrat-chris-
gallant-bets-on-public-service-over-politics/ 
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