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Armories 

NYC Council speaker slams party-loving Park Avenue Armory as it fights to evict 
child cadet group after 124 years  

NY Post, July 28, 2026 : 
 

Leave the patriotic kids alone! 

City Council Speaker Julie Menin put the party-loving bigwigs at the Park Avenue 
Armory on blast over their “ill-advised” lawsuit to evict a child cadet group from its 
historic meeting place. 

The Knickerbocker Greys have been headquartered in the Upper East Side armory 
since 1902, when Theodore Roosevelt was president. 

The Park Avenue Armory building, a large red brick structure with prominent towers 
and white trim, is seen from the street, with cars parked along the curb. 

The Knickerbocker Greys have been headquartered in the Upper East Side armory 
since 1902, when Theodore Roosevelt was president. 



“The Conservancy is supposed to conserve the Armory’s history, not chase it away,” 
Menin and Councilwoman Virginia Maloney said in a scathing letter sent Monday to 
Seventh Regiment Armory Conservancy President Rebecca Robertson. 

The nonprofit Park Avenue Armory has received $25 million in city cultural funds over 
the years, the council members noted. 

The armory leases the property from the state — and lawmakers and Gov. Kathy 
Hochul even approved a law in 2024 to prevent the Knickerbocker Greys from being 
evicted. 

But the armory executives then filed a “tone-deaf” federal lawsuit to overturn it, the 
council members fumed 

The Greys have been fighting eviction from their headquarters — an 800-square-foot 
space in the sprawling 200,000-square foot facility — as the conservancy claims it 
needs the space for a planned renovation. 

“Let us be clear: the attempted eviction of the Greys makes zero legal or practical 
sense and has sadly tarnished the Conservancy’s reputation,” said the lawmakers, 
who both represent parts of the Upper East Side. 

The Post previously reported the nonprofit has been using the 146-year-old building 
to host exclusive affairs like fashion shows by Giorgio Armani, Marc Jacobs and 
Oscar de la Renta. It has also been the site of after-parties with celebrity guest lists 
that include the likes of Beyoncé, Victoria Beckham and Orlando Bloom. 

Menin and Maloney noted the armory is trying to boot the kids while rubbing elbows 
with high society. 

The conservancy holds a 99-year lease of the Armory that it obtained in 2006 from 
the New York State Empire State Development Corporation. 

The lease includes a provision requiring the conservancy to support “interpretive 
and/or educational programs related to the social aesthetic, and military history of the 
[Armory] and other topics to the extent practicable” and to generally serve the public 
good as a tax-exempt nonprofit group. 

The Greys occupy a small space in the basement, but the armory claims they no 
longer “fit in” with the group’s “arts-related” and “cultural” programs, according to the 
council members. 

“The Conservancy claims it cannot properly renovate the Armory and fulfill its cultural 
mission without preventing the Greys from occupying just a few hundred of the 
Armory’s 100,000 square feet of usable space. This claim strains credulity,” Menin 
and Maloney said in the letter. 



The Greys can argue at trial that their use of “less than 1%” of this “multi-story, City 
block-sized facility” will not interfere with the conservancy’s ability to use the armory, 
the council members said. 

“Count us among the convinced,” Menin and Maloney said. 

The Greys can argue at trial that their use of “less than 1%” of this “multi-story, City 
block-sized facility” will not interfere with the conservancy’s ability to use the armory, 
the council members said. 

In the meantime, the Greys should be allowed to resume their classes and drill 
sessions, they argued. 

“Given generous taxpayer funding for the Armory and widespread public support for 
the Greys, it would be wise and appreciated for the Conservancy to reassess its 
position,” the lawmakers said. “This dispute between two local charities should never 
have devolved into costly, lengthy litigation.” 

A lawyer representing the Knickerbocker Greys welcomed the council members’ 
support. 

“It’s a powerful, pointed, very sensible letter. It’s never too late for the Conservancy 
board to change course and drop those wasteful, senseless suits,” said 
Knickerbocker Greys counsel Howard Rogatnick. 

The Seventh Regiment Armory Conservancy/Park Avenue Armory had no immediate 
comment. 

https://nypost.com/2026/07/28/us-news/nyc-council-speaker-slams-park-avenue-
armory-bid-to-evict-child-cadets/ 
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For Information 

US military may require some troops in Mideast to surrender cell phones, sources 
say  

Reuters/ Air Force Times, July 29, 2026 : 
 

Note: This item is being provided for your information. 

U.S. CENTCOM Commander Adm. Brad Cooper testifies before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, May 14, 2026. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters) 

https://nypost.com/2026/07/28/us-news/nyc-council-speaker-slams-park-avenue-armory-bid-to-evict-child-cadets/
https://nypost.com/2026/07/28/us-news/nyc-council-speaker-slams-park-avenue-armory-bid-to-evict-child-cadets/


The top U.S. commander for the Middle East has warned troops that cellphone 
videos shared online can help Iran target American bases, and sources told Reuters 
some deployed personnel could soon be ordered to surrender their phones. 

Any crackdown on mobile communications would add a new dimension to the conflict 
for the thousands of U.S. troops in the region, many of whom still rely on phones to 
periodically message loved ones and assure them they are well. 

Adm. Brad Cooper, in a previously unreported letter, said Iran was benefiting from 
being able to see the success or failure of its strikes in near real-time by searching 
news reports or online posts by journalists referencing “reactions, photos, and 
footage from the cellphones of our troops.” 

“The direct, unavoidable cost of this open-source intelligence could be measured in 
the lives of American service members and civilian residents in targeted Gulf 
countries,” Cooper, head of U.S. Central Command, wrote in his July 28 letter, a 
copy of which was obtained by Reuters. 

He called on troops to “redouble our focus on operational security,” without 
prescribing specific steps in the memo. 

The warning underscored the mounting tensions between real-time news reporting 
on the war, often aided by satellite imagery and first-person accounts, and the desire 
by the U.S. military to restrict any information that could aid Iran as it tries to kill and 
wound U.S. troops. 

In Jordan, which has been a frequent target of Iranian strikes, some troops have 
been told their phones will be confiscated in the coming days, two sources familiar 
with the matter told Reuters. 

A third source said such a move was being considered in the region due to 
operational security concerns but did not present the confiscation as a certainty. 

Asked for comment, U.S. Central Command spokesperson Captain Timothy Hawkins 
said: “The message is a general reminder to our service members on the importance 
of maintaining operational security. This is one of many opportunities Admiral Cooper 
has used to convey operational priorities.” 

Running for shelter during Iran attack 

In a video posted online this month, a U.S. service member recorded a video as 
soldiers ran for shelter during a deadly Iranian attack on the Muwaffaq Salti Air Base 
in Jordan on July 17. 

Cooper appeared to reference the footage in his letter, saying it had been recorded 
on Meta smart glasses with a built-in camera. 



“Video captured from a service member’s Meta glasses was posted on Instagram 
showing where and how the individual had evacuated to a bunker during an Iranian 
missile and drone attack,” Cooper wrote. 

Iran would normally have a tough time determining the success or failure of its 
strikes, were it not for such accounts, Cooper said, thanks to the U.S. military’s 
electronic jamming or other tactics used in war zones. 

“Iran knows the weapons were fired; however, their forces do not know if they missed 
by 50 meters, hit an empty tarmac, or successfully struck a crowded facility,” he 
wrote. “Detailed lists, descriptions, and analyses of what was hit, openly published by 
news outlets are essentially performing Iran’s Battle Damage Assessment (BDA) for 
them, free of charge,” Cooper said. 

Some 18 U.S. troops have died in the conflict with Iran that started on Feb. 28 and 
more than 600 have been wounded in the fighting, casualties that have deepened 
Americans’ concerns about a war that just one in three Americans support. 

Democratic lawmakers have called for more information about the war, including 
details about damage to U.S. infrastructure on bases including radar towers, 
barracks and aircraft hangars. They have also called for the release of a U.S. military 
investigation into a likely U.S. strike on a girls’ school in Iran, first reported by 
Reuters, on the opening day of the war on Feb. 28. 

Cell phones being taken? 

Rules surrounding cell phone use for deployed troops can vary widely across the 
military, officials say. Many troops have to lock them away and cell phones can be 
banned on particularly sensitive missions by special operations forces, for example. 

But the possible seizure of phones has stoked anxiety among some family members, 
already on edge in recent months as they read Iranian claims of deadly strikes on 
bases throughout the Middle East, two of the sources said. 

U.S. officials have cautioned for years that certain applications on mobile devices, 
like fitness applications, can be exploited by adversaries to aid adversary targeting 
because of location data. Reuters reported in May that commercially available 
location data harvested from smartphones or other devices has been used to target 
or surveil U.S. forces. 

At the same time, the Pentagon has sought to carefully control the release of 
information due to what it says are operational security concerns, often declining to 
comment on Iran’s attack claims or detail individual incidents that led to injuries of 
U.S. troops. 

Cooper said details on strikes can help Iran mount follow-up attacks. 



“Detailed public disclosures can become an immediate green light for Iranian forces 
to launch a secondary, much more devastating wave of attacks,” he said. 

https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-military/2026/07/29/us-military-may-
require-some-troops-in-mideast-to-surrender-cell-phones-sources-say/ 
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Pentagon: New casualty category for renewed Iran fighting tied to end of 
Operation Epic Fury  

The Hill, July 29, 2026 : 
 

Note: This item is included for your information. 

The Pentagon said its new category for the number of U.S. deaths and injuries to 
service members for renewed fighting with Iran is tied to the end of Operation Epic 
Fury. 

The department removed the four service members who died and dozens of those 
injured in the recent fighting against Iran from the Pentagon’s Defense Casualty 
Analysis System (DCAS) — its public database to track war deaths and injuries — 
and put them in a new rubric titled “Overseas Operations.” 

Speaking on the condition of anonymity to relay internal matters Wednesday 
morning, a Pentagon official told The Hill since Operation Epic Fury has “concluded,” 
the department “classifies casualties as overseas operations” in the U.S. Central 
Command theater. 

So far, 18 service members have been killed and another 624 have been wounded 
since the U.S. and Israel kicked off the war in late February, according to DCAS’s 
data. 

The explanation from the official comes as the Pentagon is facing increased scrutiny 
over its opacity about the mounting toll from the conflict that has dragged on for more 
than five months. The department also has not held a press conference since early 
May. 

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth did not indicate during his recent testimony in front 
of Congress that the Iran war is over and told senators that the conflict’s cost has 
gone up to $37.5 billion. 

https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-military/2026/07/29/us-military-may-require-some-troops-in-mideast-to-surrender-cell-phones-sources-say/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-military/2026/07/29/us-military-may-require-some-troops-in-mideast-to-surrender-cell-phones-sources-say/


Iran fired a series of ballistic missiles at a U.S. base in Jordan Tuesday evening, an 
escalation after President Trump announced a pause on strikes against Iran over the 
weekend. 

Trump said on Wednesday that it is the U.S. military’s “turn” to strike Iran after the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps fired five ballistic missiles at a U.S. base. 

“It’s going to be straightening out. In the meantime, we’re going to be hitting them 
very hard because it’s our turn to hit them. They know it’s coming. They’re asking us 
not to do it, but you know they tried shooting it last night,” the president told reporters 
at the White House. 

https://thehill.com/policy/defense/5997872-pentagon-iran-casualties-category/ 
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Pentagon reveals hundreds of new Iran war casualties  

Task and Purpose, July 26, 2026 : 
 

More than 600 troops have been wounded in the Iran war, officials disclosed 
Saturday, almost 200 more than previously known. 

Note: This item is provided for your infomation. 

The Pentagon revealed Saturday that more than 600 troops have been injured or 
killed in the conflict with Iran, a casualty total more than 200 higher than previously 
revealed publicly. The new figures were released as part of an apparent overhaul of 
the Defense Department’s official casualty reporting system, which now splits the 
war, for the first time, into two time periods. 

The new figures bring the current total of U.S. troops wounded in the war to 624, 
according to the Defense Casualty Analysis System, or DCAS. As of Friday, DCAS 
listed the number of troops injured in the conflict at 420. 

The new system, mirroring labels announced by the Pentagon in recent weeks, 
removes most casualties in July from the tallies of Operation Epic Fury, and puts 
them instead in a new category, “Overseas Operations.” 

Officials also split how they account for the 18 troops killed in the conflict, moving 
four from Epic Fury into Overseas Operations, including three soldiers killed July 17 
in an Iranian attack in Jordan and another killed during a controlled detonation of a 
downed Iranian drone in Iraq. Those four had been removed from the Pentagon tally 
late last week, prompting outrage from families of soldiers killed in July. 

https://thehill.com/policy/defense/5997872-pentagon-iran-casualties-category/


The new count begins for casualties on July 7, a date the Pentagon has claimed 
represented the end of Epic Fury. The Trump administration has argued this month 
that the operation ended on that date with the announcement of a short-lived 
ceasefire, reseting a legally-mandated 60-day clock to use military force without 
Congressional approval. 

However, the pre- and post-July 7 fighting has been largely similar, with U.S. 
bombing missions trading blows with waves of Iranian missiles and drones. Trump 
himself has posted on social media that the “Iran Military Conflict” has seen 18 
American service members killed, which includes the four killed after July 7. 

Changing casualty numbers 

The new figures represent close to 200 more wounded troops — mostly Army 
soldiers — than previously disclosed. According to DCAS, 182 of the 207 troops 
wounded since July 7 are soldiers, while 21 are from the Navy. Four airmen have 
also been wounded. 

The move came following a week of unexplained revisions in the Pentagon data. 
Thursday, the Pentagon scrubbed the July deaths of four Army soldiers from its 
official count of U.S. troops killed in the Iran war, and removed 65 injured military 
members from the tally of those wounded-in-action. 

Not in question is that 18 specific American military members have died in the 
conflict, each of whom have been identified by the Pentagon by name and 
memorialized as combat casualties in the war. The military does not generally 
identify troops wounded in combat, nor classify injuries. 

Pentagon officials offered little explanation for the changes prior to the two-period 
update Saturday. 

A spokesperson for the Pentagon’s Personnel and Readiness office, which maintains 
DCAS, did not provide an explanation for the changes last week. U.S. Central 
Command officials said they do not “manage” or “own” the DCAS website. 

Defense officials first indicated on Thursday that they were reclassifying the four 
soldiers killed and dozens of wounded in July due to Trump’s declared ceasefire. But 
a spokesperson for the Pentagon told multiple news outlets in a statement on 
Thursday that the shifting tallies stemmed from “temporary data disruptions” on the 
DCAS website that would soon be corrected. 

Other U.S. troops killed in the conflict include six soldiers killed in Port Shuaiba, 
Kuwait attack; one soldier killed in an attack in Saudi Arabia; six airmen who died in a 
KC-135 crash in Iraq and a Navy helicopter pilot on the USS George H.W. Bush who 
died in a crash in the Arabian Sea. 



Pentagon has questionable history of reporting wounded U.S. troops 

The DCAS website discrepancy comes amid other reporting calling the Pentagon’s 
casualty rates into question. The Intercept first reported in April that casualty counts 
were being undervalued. Later that month, the outlet also noticed that 15 injured 
service members had been cut from the wounded in action totals. 

  

This past week, before the latest figures, the Associated Press reported that the true 
number of Americans wounded in the Iran war is now over 500 and CBS reported 
that nearly 100 service members were injured from multiple Iranian airstrikes this 
month alone. Chief Pentagon Spokesman Sean Parnell said that 96% of service 
members had returned to duty. Parnell described the majority of injuries as “minor 
concussions.” 

In a New York Times report Monday, a defense official blamed operational security 
as the reason for inconsistent or delayed casualty information. 

David Lapan, a former Pentagon spokesperson from 2000 to 2003 and 2009 to 2011, 
said casualty counts help give the public a picture of the war. 

“If service members are wounded in action, if they’re hurt, again, that is a measure 
for the public to know how this particular war is going,” he said. “In the absence of 
specific information from the department about these military operations, 
unfortunately, casualty reporting is one of the few ways that the public can judge how 
this war is going.” 

 https://taskandpurpose.com/news/iran-war-us-troops-casualty-numbers/ 
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Trump Administration Signs Contract for Long-Term National Guard Housing in 
D.C.  

The New York Times, July 24, 2026: 
 

Trump Administration Signs Contract for Long-Term National Guard Housing in D.C. 

The New York Times | July 24, 2026 | Chris Cameron 

The Trump administration said Thursday it had signed a $292 million contract to 
provide up to 2,000 housing units for National Guard troops deployed in Washington, 

https://taskandpurpose.com/news/iran-war-us-troops-casualty-numbers/


D.C., the latest sign that President Trump intends to keep armed American troops in 
the capital for the rest of his term. 

The contract with Placemakr, a company that manages housing properties in the city 
and neighboring Virginia, would allow some of the 4,755 troops deployed in the 
capital to transition to housing in apartment-style units from short-term housing at 
scattered hotels. Most of the deployed Guard members are far from home — only 
607 of them come from the D.C. Guard itself. 

The Defense Department said earlier this month that the armed troops would be 
deployed in the capital until Inauguration Day in January 2029 — the end of Mr. 
Trump’s term. 

Last year, Mr. Trump ordered the deployment of more than 2,000 National Guard 
troops as part of a show of military force in the capital, claiming that he would 
“rescue” Washington from crime and urban blight, even though violent crime had 
fallen to a 30-year low. Deployed Guard members have been employed to beautify 
the city by replanting grass, removing graffiti and picking up bags of trash, but do not 
have the power to enforce the law or make arrests. 

The deployed force has doubled in size since last year, peaking at 5,148 troops in 
the days just after celebrations for America’s 250th anniversary. 

A report by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office estimated that deploying 
1,000 National Guard personnel to a U.S. city in 2026 would cost $18 million to $21 
million a month. Based on that estimate, the force in Washington would cost at least 
$85.6 million a month — about $1 billion a year or $3 billion for the rest of Mr. 
Trump’s term in office. 

Housing is one of the largest expenses for Guard deployments, and the Third 
Amendment of the Constitution restricts where U.S. troops, including the National 
Guard, can be housed. 

Because Washington lacks statehood and is federal land, Mr. Trump has the power 
to freely deploy troops in the capital — as he did in 2020 when about 4,500 Guard 
troops were deployed in the city in what was widely considered a debacle for the 
Guard during the protests that followed the police killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/24/us/politics/national-guard-troop-housing-dc-
trump.html 
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Pentagon weighs eliminating civilian tenure at military academies and reviewing 
all curriculum, draft memo says  

CBS, July 30, 2026 : 
 

Note: this item is provided for your information. 

Washington — The Defense Department is considering its most sweeping remake of 
military higher education, according to an unreleased draft memorandum obtained by 
CBS News that would abolish civilian tenure and overhaul course offerings at the 
military service academies and senior war colleges that educate future military 
officers.  

 The memorandum, labeled "Refocusing the Military Service Academies and Senior 
Service College on Warfighter Education," would direct institutions like the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point to eliminate the granting of tenure to civilian faculty. It 
would also launch a comprehensive review of the curriculum taught at all service 
academies and war colleges.  

 The memorandum has not yet been approved by top Pentagon officials, and it's 
unclear when it could be finalized and distributed or how it would be implemented.  

 It would apply to West Point, the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis and the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado, along with institutions like the Naval War College in 
Rhode Island and the Army War College in Pennsylvania. More than 10,000 people 
are enrolled in those institutions. 

 "Tenure is a construct designed to protect academic freedom within universities. In 
practice, it more often leads to stagnation, complacency, and inflexibility," the 
memorandum states. "It contributes to curriculum that drifts from the mission of 
educating our warfighters to the research priorities of the tenured academics."  

 Beyond civilian faculty employment, the draft proposal reaches into the classroom 
itself. It directs Defense Department officials to conduct a comprehensive, "line-by-
line" review of every course taught at the military academies and senior service 
colleges, measuring each against a single standard: whether it directly advances 
"tactical operational or strategic warfighting."  

 Courses determined to be non-essential or "ideologically driven" would be slated for 
elimination. It's not clear what criteria the Pentagon will use to determine what 
academic instructions are non-essential or how a course is driven by ideology.  

 The Pentagon declined to comment when contacted by CBS News for this story.  



 U.S. military officials who spoke to CBS News on condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to speak publicly said the policy proposal is being driven by 
Tim Dill, the assistant defense secretary for manpower and reserve affairs. A former 
Army Green Beret officer, Dill previously served as national security adviser to 
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas.  

 The U.S. military officials told CBS News that the memorandum would still need to 
be approved by Anthony Tata, a West Point graduate and under secretary of defense 
for personnel and readiness. Sign-off is also needed from Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth, the former Fox News host and National Guard veteran.  

 While the memo declares that the practice of granting tenure would be abolished 
"effective immediately," it also gives Tata 60 days to issue implementation guidance 
for ending civilian tenure and initiate the curriculum review.  

 The proposal would mark the latest step in Hegseth's campaign to reshape military 
education. Since he took office, the Pentagon has directed service academies to 
eliminate diversity, equity and inclusion instruction, rescind faculty appointments and 
scrutinize library collections for books addressing race and gender.  

 The Pentagon has also cut ties with some graduate education opportunities at 
civilian universities such as Harvard, Princeton, Columbia and Yale, which Hegseth 
claims are "factories of anti-American resentment."  

 When Hegseth convened generals and admirals in Quantico, Virginia, last year, he 
told them the Pentagon would be reviewing standards in "every service, every unit, 
every schoolhouse and every form of professional military education." One of the 
memos issued after his speech directed a 60-day review of military education and 
training standards. The Pentagon has not released any results publicly from that 
review.  

 Unlike those earlier initiatives, however, the new proposal reaches beyond 
curriculum and into the employment structure of military higher education itself. 

 The majority of faculty at the Army's West Point academy are active-duty officers, 
with civilians representing a minority of the staff members. In 1992, Congress 
enacted a federal law directing the service academies and senior war colleges to 
boost their civilian academic ranks.  

 Tenure for civilian faculty members at the service academies has been in place for 
decades and has repeatedly been defended by academy leaders before Congress as 
essential to attracting highly qualified scholars who could otherwise pursue careers at 
civilian universities.  

 During a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing last year, Lt. Gen. Steven 
Gilland, West Point's superintendent, told lawmakers that tenure provided civilian 



professors opportunities to develop within their academic disciplines while helping 
West Point to recruit and retain talented faculty.  

  Vice Adm. Yvette Davids, then superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, similarly 
described tenure as "a wonderful recruiting tool" that attracts "the best and the 
brightest" and encourages them to remain at the academy.  

 When questioned by Republican Sen. Rick Scott of Florida and Sen. Tommy 
Tuberville of Alabama about whether tenured civilian professors could be dismissed, 
Gilland answered yes.  

 "There is a process," he said, explaining that West Point has the authority to remove 
tenured faculty members.  

 Davids likewise testified that the Naval Academy follows established human 
resources procedures, while Air Force Academy Superintendent Lt. Gen. Tony D. 
Bauernfeind told senators that civilian and military personnel alike can be removed if 
they fail to meet institutional standards.  

 A West Point faculty manual from 2005 states that civilian faculty can be terminated 
for misconduct, financial exigency or substantial modification of a program, and the 
academy can only decline to appoint them for adequate cause.  

 For decades, the service academies have sought to balance their dual roles as 
military institutions and accredited universities. Academy leaders have repeatedly 
told Congress that rigorous scholarship, civilian faculty expertise and exposure to 
complex questions help prepare officers for the uncertainty of modern warfare.  

  

But the new memorandum, if adopted, seems to reject that balance as it argues that 
every aspect of military education should be judged by one standard: whether it 
directly contributes to "tactical, operational, and strategic combat leadership."  

  The draft proposal also comes after West Point declined to appeal a federal judge's 
order temporarily suspending enforcement of a policy that required civilian faculty to 
seek advance approval before engaging in many forms of public speech, including 
publishing opinion essays and participating in interviews, according to The 
Washington Post.  

 Tim Bakken, West Point's longest-serving law professor, filed his lawsuit against the 
academy in Manhattan federal court last September.  

 U.S. District Judge Cathy Seibel issued a preliminary injunction preventing West 
Point from enforcing the policy against civilian professors while the lawsuit proceeds. 



The order also prohibits the academy from restricting Bakken from sharing his 
personal viewpoints with students.  

 "The mission of the US military academies is to win wars through strength and 
equally important, through strength, to prevent wars from beginning," Bakken told 
CBS News in a statement. "One of the best ways to do this is to ensure there is 
freedom to analyze and discuss any issue so that these students who go on to 
become generals and admirals will be prepared to make the best possible decisions 
in critical matters that affect our nation." 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/dod-pentagon-memo-tenure-military-academies/ 
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Military Museum 

The New York State Military Museum Unveils Augmented Reality Display  

Saratoga Today, July 30, 2026 : 
 

The New York State Military Museum and Veterans Research Center, located at 61 
Lake Ave., has unveiled a new interactive augmented reality display featuring four 
prominent figures from the 1777 Battles of Saratoga, the turning point in the 
American Revolution. 

 Arrayed along the museum’s Revolutionary War section located just inside the 
entrance to the facility’s main exhibit floor, the display gives visitors the opportunity to 
use their smartphone to watch the 3D figures materialize and share personal 
perspectives on the events that played out along the Upper Hudson River in 
September and October 1777. 

 The Military Museum display is part of Saratoga 250’s ongoing county-wide 
commemorations leading up to next year’s semiquincentennial of the Battles of 
Saratoga, considered the turning point of America’s fight for independence. The 
victory at Bemis Heights prompted France to provide the fledgling United States with 
troops, materiel, money and naval assets, support that led directly to the British 
surrender at Yorktown in 1781. 

  Underwritten by a grant from the Rotary Club of Saratoga Springs, the augmented 
reality exhibit at the Military Museum is among several such interactive displays 
located at other venues in Saratoga County, including the Saratoga Springs Public 
Library, the Saratoga Springs History Museum at Canfield Casino and the Saratoga 
Springs Heritage Area Visitors Center. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/dod-pentagon-memo-tenure-military-academies/


 “This display offers a fun and interesting way to interact with some of the most 
prominent figures from our history and hear from them, in their own words, about the 
role they played at Saratoga,” said Bill Teetor, Executive Director of the Campaign for 
Saratoga 250, Inc. “As we approach the 250th anniversary of America’s turning point, 
Saratoga 250 and our partner organizations will continue to educate and engage the 
public on the importance of preserving the battles’ significance with new generations, 
while at the same time introducing visitors to our region’s rich history.” 

 “We are so pleased here at the Military Museum to add these augmented reality 
banners that can give a voice to the history here in Saratoga,” said Richard 
Goldenberg, Director of Military History for the New York State Division of Military 
and Naval Affairs. “Our commemorations of the Battles of Saratoga are a community-
wide event, and we are thankful to the Saratoga Rotary Club and the Campaign for 
Saratoga 250 for their support in bringing these banners to our Revolutionary War 
exhibit floor. As we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence this summer, we are reminded that the words put to paper in 1776 
were secured by the victories at Saratoga in 1777.” 

https://saratogatodaynewspaper.com/the-new-york-state-military-museum-unveils-
augmented-reality-display/ 
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New York Air National Guard 

106th Rescue Wing Families Explore Military History Museum  

The South Shore Press, July 24, 2026 : 
 

Children and family members connected to the Westhampton Beach-based Air 
National Guard unit toured the expanded Rocky Point museum, learning firsthand 
about the sacrifices of America’s service members. 

Families connected to the New York Air National Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing visited 
the Suffolk County Military History Museum in Rocky Point recently, giving children 
an opportunity to learn about military history from veterans and view artifacts 
spanning more than two centuries of American and world conflicts. 

The group, coordinated through the 106th Rescue Wing’s family support program, 
included children ranging from about 4 years old to teenagers, along with youth 
counselors and adult leaders. They spent approximately two hours touring the 
museum’s original galleries and newly expanded exhibit space. 

https://saratogatodaynewspaper.com/the-new-york-state-military-museum-unveils-augmented-reality-display/
https://saratogatodaynewspaper.com/the-new-york-state-military-museum-unveils-augmented-reality-display/


Museum spokesman Richard Acritelli said the visit created a meaningful connection 
between the children and the military heritage their families help carry forward. 

“It was a very nice group. It was a great experience,” Acritelli said. “They were very 
well behaved, very inquisitive, and we had veterans there to speak to the kids.” 

Based at Francis S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton Beach, the 
106th Rescue Wing is one of the Air Force’s premier combat search-and-rescue 
units. The wing deploys worldwide to recover downed aircrews and isolated 
personnel in hostile environments while also supporting humanitarian missions, 
disaster response and civil search-and-rescue operations. Its fleet includes HH-60W 
Jolly Green II rescue helicopters and HC-130J Combat King II aircraft. 

Acritelli said many of the children have parents serving with the wing, whose 
demanding mission often keeps service members deployed far from home. 

“It’s possible that some of them could be overseas or in different states now,” he 
said. “It’s a very, very active mission out there, so it was kind of nice to have that 
connection between them and the museum.” 

The museum opened both its original and newly expanded galleries for the visit, 
allowing the group to view exhibits featuring World War II, Korea, Vietnam and more 
recent military history, along with rare artifacts, weapons and military memorabilia. 

 https://www.southshorepress.com/local/106th-rescue-wing-families-explore-military-
history-museum-4daec80c 
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New York Air Guard Centralizes Recruiting With New Squadron  

National Guard.mil, By Eric Durr, New York National Guard, July 30, 2026 : 
 

LATHAM, N.Y. – The New York Air National Guard activated its first Recruiting and 
Retention Squadron during a July 29 ceremony at New York Air National Guard 
headquarters, creating a centralized recruiting effort in the state. 

Maj. Joshua Bowers assumed command of the newly created squadron, accepting 
the New York Air National Guard Recruiting and Retention Squadron guidon from 
Army Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, the adjutant general of the New York National Guard. 

Previously, the New York Air Guard’s recruiters had worked for the five New York Air 
Guard wings. The 66 personnel in the new squadron, including 38 recruiters, will now 

https://www.southshorepress.com/local/106th-rescue-wing-families-explore-military-history-museum-4daec80c
https://www.southshorepress.com/local/106th-rescue-wing-families-explore-military-history-museum-4daec80c


work directly for Major Gen. Gary Charlton II, the commander of the New York Air 
National Guard. 

The Army National Guard has recruited centrally for years with Recruiting and 
Retention Battalions in each state. New York's Army Recruiting Battalion has been 
number one in the nation for the last four years for recruiting and retention. 

The Air National Guard, with a directive to reach its authorized strength of 106,700 
from an assigned strength of 103,605 Airmen, authorized centralized recruiting 
efforts across the 54 states and territorial Air Guards. Each state and territory Air 
Guard is creating a dedicated statewide recruiting element. Only New York is large 
enough to be designated as a squadron. The others are flights. 

The goal, Shields said, is to use the statewide recruiting effort to bring more people 
into the New York Air National Guard. 

“We are a people-focused organization,” Shields said. 

“Our people – service members, civilian employees and contractors – are the very 
heart and soul of our organization,” he said. “Without them we cannot do anything.“ 

“The new Recruiting and Retention Squadron takes our people-focused priority to a 
new level in the Air National Guard,” Shields emphasized. 

New York created an ad hoc recruiting concept squadron in 2025 and immediately 
saw results, Shields said. 

According to Bowers, the New York Air National Guard, with an assigned strength of 
5,908 personnel, is at 102.8% of its authorized strength of 5,748 Airmen. In 2026, 
New York’s Air Guard is leading the nation with 477 recruits, Shields added. 

In his remarks, Bowers acknowledged Shields’ emphasis on the importance of 
recruiting. 

“Filling the ranks is pivotal to our state and national defense,” Bowers said. 

“Without the right people in those seats, our aircraft won’t fly, our supply lines will 
seize and our communities don’t get disaster relief when crisis strikes,” he added. 

Working as a statewide recruiting force will allow the Air Guard recruiters to allocate 
more resources to a particular wing to help fill specific job requirements, Bowers 
explained. For example, an individual in Buffalo may not be able to find a slot in 
Niagara Falls’ 107th Attack Wing, but there may be space for that person in the 174th 
Attack Wing in Syracuse, he said. 



The recruiters also will be able to help people find positions in other states’ Air 
Guards if there is no space in a New York Air Guard unit, he said. 

With five flying wings and the Eastern Air Defense Sector, New York boasts the 
largest Air National Guard in the country. The Eastern Air Defense Sector is 
responsible for the air defense of the United States east of the Mississippi River, and 
smaller New York Air National Guard units conduct space operations missions, air 
war planning, signal tower construction and orchestrate joint ground attack missions. 

The 107th and 174th Attack Wings operate the MQ-9 Reaper remotely piloted 
aircraft, while the 109th Airlift Wing flies the largest ski-equipped aircraft in the world. 

The 105th Airlift Wing flies strategic airlift missions worldwide, while the 106th 
Rescue Wing is equipped for land and water rescues and missions behind enemy 
lines. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4559793/new-york-air-guard-
centralizes-recruiting-with-new-squadron/ 
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Remsen Resident Leads NY Air Guard's 224th Security Forces Squadron at 
Rome's Eastern Air Defense Sector  

WKTV, July 30,2026 : 
 

ROME, N.Y. -- A Remsen native has taken command of the New York Air Guard's 
224th Security Forces Squadron at the Eastern Air Defense Sector in Rome. 

 Major Devin Will assumed his new role Monday. 

 Will enlisted in the Air Force in December 2011 and graduated from Undergraduate 
Space Training at Vandenberg Air Force Base in April 2013. 

 He earned his commission as a logistics readiness officer through the Air National 
Guard Academy of Military Science at Maxwell AFB, Alabama, in December 2013. 

 Will started his career as a space systems operator with the 222nd Command and 
Control Squadron in Rome before moving to Hancock Field Air National Guard Base 
in Syracuse. 

 At Hancock Field, he served as the installation deployment officer and operations 
officer for the 174th Logistics Readiness Squadron and also worked as the State 
supervisor for the 174th Civil Engineering Squadron. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4559793/new-york-air-guard-centralizes-recruiting-with-new-squadron/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4559793/new-york-air-guard-centralizes-recruiting-with-new-squadron/


 In November 2019, Will moved to security operations, first as squadron operations 
officer for the 174th Security Forces Squadron, then as commander of that squadron 
in June 2020. 

 Before taking command of the 224th Security Forces Squadron, Will served as 
Director of Complaints for the 174th Inspector General Office. 

https://www.wktv.com/news/local/remsen-resident-leads-ny-air-guards-224th-
security-forces-squadron-at-romes-eastern-air-defense/article_f6f520c6-1cb2-4a4b-
b8db-bbc0725e1323.html 
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Environmental groups push Adk Park Agency to intervene as new military 
exercise planned for Friday (video)  

WCAX, July 30, 2026 : 
 

Mike Hopmeier has another military exercise planned for Friday, this time with the 
New York Air National Guard. 

LEWIS, N.Y. (WCAX) - Environmental groups are calling on the Adirondack Park 
Agency to intervene after a local private military contractor conducted training 
exercises they say violated his permit — and another exercise is planned for Friday. 

“Unconventional Concepts has turned this area into a war zone and the APA is sitting 
on its hands and not doing anything about it,” said Chris Amato with Protect the 
Adirondacks, which along with two other organizations, filed a complaint with the 
APA last week. 

It is the second letter the groups have sent in the past five months, calling on the 
APA to intervene with Michael Hopmeier’s Unconventional Concepts, located within 
the Adirondack Park. 

The issue stems from Operation Jaded Thunder — military exercises performed on 
Hopmeier’s property in fall 2025. Hopmeier says his tests support national security. 
But residents complained of low-flying helicopters, loud noise and bright lights that 
they say impact nearby habitats and wildlife. 

https://www.wcax.com/video/2026/07/30/environmental-groups-push-adk-park-
agency-intervene-new-military-exercise-planned-friday/ 
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Duty Calls: Old gets new look  

Times Union, July 27, 2026 : 
 

The “Old 490” aircraft that has guarded Stratton Air National Guard Base gates in 
Scotia for decades has a new look thanks to volunteer airmen. 

 Though it hasn’t flown in decades, it’s the first plane people see when they visit the 
New York Air National Guard’s 109th Airlift Wing. 

 Known affectionately as “Old 490,” the LC-130 has stood watch at the entrance of 
Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia since 1994. The “skibird” is equipped with 
skis and wheels and serves as a symbol of the wing’s storied Arctic legacy. 

 But after more than 30 years exposed to New York’s weather, the static display had 
begun to show its age, according to Staff Sgt. Devin Slovak, a structural maintenance 
specialist assigned to the 109th Airlift Wing’s structural maintenance shop. 

 A team of volunteer airmen gave the aircraft new life, carefully restoring its 
distinctive gray-and-orange paint scheme while preserving an important piece of the 
wing’s history. Slovak led the restoration. 

 Photo Caption: An airman repaints the LC-130D troop-cargo aircraft that sits at the 
entrance to the 109th Airlift Wing’s Stratton Air National Guard Base in Scotia. Jaclyn 
Lyons/New York Air National Guard 

He said he volunteered for the project because of both his experience with 
restoration work and his appreciation for the unit’s heritage. 

 “We have so much history with the Greenland and Antarctic missions, and that 
interests me a lot,” Slovak said. “I like doing this kind of detailed work, and I’ve done 
a lot of historical restoration with my father in construction.” 

 The aircraft had not been repainted since it was transported to the base after serving 
as a student training aircraft at the former Chanute Air Force Base in Illinois. 

 Before becoming a training aircraft, the LC-130 flew with the Alaskan Air Command 
before joining the 109th Airlift Wing’s fleet from 1975 to 1985. 

 During its operational career, the aircraft delivered personnel and supplies 
throughout Greenland, supporting the Distant Early Warning Line. The DEW Line 
was a network of radar sites that provided the U.S. and Canada with early warning of 
potential Soviet bomber attacks across the Arctic during the Cold War. 



 Restoring the aircraft required some preparation before the first coat of paint could 
be applied, according to Slovak. Volunteers replaced broken windows and painted 
them black, sanded weathered surfaces and carefully masked sections of the aircraft 
before repainting it. 

 “We prepped the surface and then painted the whole plane back to its original look 
with the glossy gray paint scheme,” Slovak said. “This is one of the first planes to 
have the gray-and-orange paint scheme. It’s important to the legacy and history of 
the unit.” 

 The unit used orange so the aircraft would be more visible when viewed from above, 
in case a pilot had to make an emergency landing on the polar ice, Slovak said. 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-officer-cadet-army-parachutist-
badge-22360944.php 
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New York Guard Showcases Polar Airlift Mission  

NationalGuard.mil, By Master Sgt. Jamie Spaulding, New York National Guard, 
July 29, 2026 : 
 

OSHKOSH, Wis. – The New York Air Guard’s 109th Airlift Wing joined more than 
10,000 aircraft and hundreds of thousands of aviation enthusiasts last week at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh, the world’s largest annual gathering of aircraft and Airmen, 
showcasing the unit’s one-of-a-kind polar airlift mission to a global audience. 

Held each summer at Wittman Regional Airport, AirVenture transforms the small 
Wisconsin city into what organizers bill as the “World’s Greatest Aviation 
Celebration.” For one week, Oshkosh’s airport becomes the busiest in the world, 
logging tens of thousands of takeoffs and landings and drawing pilots, families, 
industry leaders and military units from across the globe. This year the event set an 
all-time attendance record of roughly 734,000 people from 94 countries, with more 
than 10,000 aircraft flying in and more than 1,000 commercial exhibitors on the 
grounds. 

“There’s no better place than Oshkosh to show people what we do,” said Maj. Joe 
Shanahan, an LC-130 navigator who accompanied the aircraft to the show. 

“You spend your career flying to the most remote places on the planet, the ice 
runways of Antarctica, the Greenland ice cap, and then you get to park the Skibird 
right here in front of hundreds of thousands of people who love aviation as much as 
we do. Talking with kids who might one day fly this mission, and with veterans who 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-officer-cadet-army-parachutist-badge-22360944.php
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/duty-calls-officer-cadet-army-parachutist-badge-22360944.php


remember the Hercules from their own service, reminds all of us why this work 
matters. It’s been an incredible week,” he said. 

For 20 Airmen of the 109th Airlift Wing, based at Stratton Air National Guard Base in 
Scotia, New York, the show offered a rare opportunity to bring their mission directly 
to the public. 

The wing operates the LC-130 “Skibird,” a ski-equipped variant of the C-130 
Hercules and the only aircraft of its kind in the U.S. military. Fitted with retractable 
skis, the LC-130 can land on snow and ice runways in some of the most extreme 
environments on Earth, making the 109th the War Department’s sole provider of 
polar airlift. 

Each year the wing flies missions in support of the National Science Foundation, 
delivering passengers, fuel and cargo across the ice sheets of Greenland and to 
research stations throughout Antarctica as part of Operation Deep Freeze. That 
mission set draws steady crowds at Oshkosh, where visitors can walk up to the 
aircraft, meet the aircrews and maintainers and hear firsthand what it takes to 
operate at the top and bottom of the world. 

AirVenture traces its roots to 1953, when Paul and Audrey Poberezny founded the 
Experimental Aircraft Association and hosted a small fly-in with a handful of 
homebuilt airplanes and fewer than 150 registered visitors. The gathering outgrew its 
original Milwaukee-area home, spent a decade in Rockford, Illinois, and moved to 
Oshkosh in 1970, where it has grown into an international event now more than 
seven decades in the making. The show was renamed “AirVenture” in the late 1990s. 

The 109th Airlift Wing’s aircraft and personnel will remain on display for the 
remainder of the show, continuing to connect with the public and, as Shanahan said, 
perhaps inspiring the next generation of Airmen to take on one of the military’s most 
distinctive flying missions. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4557599/new-york-guard-
showcases-polar-airlift-mission/ 
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Air National Guard training to be held in Lewis on Friday  

Adirondack Daily Enterprise, July 28,2026 : 
 

LEWIS — The Syracuse-based 274th Air Support Operations Squadron of the New 
York Air National Guard is slated to conduct small arms, mountaineering and 
personal communications training here on Friday, July 31. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4557599/new-york-guard-showcases-polar-airlift-mission/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/4557599/new-york-guard-showcases-polar-airlift-mission/


 The exercises will involve between 30 and 40 soldiers, and unlike previous training 
here, they are not expected to use any aircraft, according to Captain Jason Carr, a 
public information officer with the 107th Attack Wing, which encompasses the 
squadron that will be training. 

 “There are no aircrafts involved in this exercise,” he said. 

 The small arms training will take place from around noon to no later than 11 p.m. 
and all of the exercises will take place on property owned or leased by 
Unconventional Concepts, Inc., according to the military contractor’s president, 
Michael Hopmeier, noting it was contingent on weather conditions. 

 Unconventional Concepts, Inc. is in the midst of a legal battle to test howitzer 
artillery guns on its property. The Adirondack Park Agency is slated to hold an 
adjudicatory hearing on that in October, although that may be subject to additional 
delays. 

 Hopmeier also has a case in state Supreme Court seeking to nullify the APA’s 
decision to hold a hearing — the only avenue it has to deny or substantially modify a 
project application that’s deemed complete — though that has yet to be ruled on by 
Justice Allison McGahay, who heard arguments in April. It’s unclear when that will 
come. 

 Other than the noise from the small arms, Hopmeier said residents shouldn’t expect 
any disruptions, adding that none of the training exercises will take place outside of 
Unconventional Concept’s property or adjacent leased property. Carr added that no 
state land or other public or private land is slated to be used. 

 “There shouldn’t be any loud pops,” Carr said. “The residents would just hear small 
arms fire, and that would be it.” 

 Small arms, Carr said, are pistols and rifles. 

 Hopmeier said the exercises will cover both wartime and peacetime situations, 
noting that the Air National Guard often responds to severe weather events. 

 “There’s the old statement, ‘Train as you fight and fight as you train,’” he said. “The 
real focus is to help them learn not only small arms and operations, but 
communications and other capabilities that they would use either in their wartime 
mission, but more importantly in their peacetime mission supporting the state — how 
do you communicate effectively with loss of power? How do you operate special-
purpose vehicles that might be used to recover people in a flood or some other 
disaster?” 

 People with questions can contact Lewis Town Supervisor Tim Pierce by email at 
supervisor@townoflewisecny.gov or at 518-873-6777 between 8 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 



Mondays through Thursdays. They can also contact the Essex County Sheriff’s 
Office at 518-873-6970 or sheriffcontact@essexcountyny.gov. They can also contact 
the 107th Attack Wing Public Affairs at 716-236-3279 or via email at 
107ATKW.PA.org@us.af.mil. 

 “We do really support the patience and flexibility of the local residents of Lewis,” Carr 
said. “We just really appreciate their support and patience with everything,” he said. 
“But this is very important and that doesn’t go un-missed by us.” 

  

https://www.dailygazette.com/ade/air-national-guard-training-to-be-held-in-lewis-on-
friday/article_7c0f4341-fdc0-4c2a-bd0b-af923b5fb23b.html  
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Lewis missile silo site under Adirondack Park Agency investigation, letter reveals  

Adirondack Explorer, July 29, 2026 : 
 

APA attorney states in the letter the “investigation is not relevant” to the 
planned hearing on testing cannons 

The Adirondack Park Agency is conducting an enforcement investigation involving 
the company seeking to test-fire large cannons in Essex County, a public letter from 
an agency attorney has revealed. 

Protect the Adirondacks filed a complaint with the agency in March over allegations 
of violations of the APA Act at a former Atlas F missile silo where Michael Hopmeier 
and his company, Unconventional Concepts, Inc., hosted part of a military training 
exercise in September. 

Neither the investigation nor the cannon hearing is keeping the company from 
conducting additional military exercises at the former missile silo in Lewis. A notice 
from the Defense Visual Information Distribution Service, a media wire for the federal 
Department of War, was posted to the town’s website. It says more military training 
will happen around noon and end by 11 p.m. on Friday. 

Hopmeier and the APA did not respond to requests for comment. 

The 107th Attack Wing for the New York Air National Guard, which is listed in the 
release, did not immediately respond to Adirondack Explorer’s voicemail. 

Protect the Adirondacks, Adirondack Wild: Friends of the Forest Preserve and the 
Sierra Club wrote APA Executive Director Barbara Rice last week. They are seeking 

https://www.dailygazette.com/ade/air-national-guard-training-to-be-held-in-lewis-on-friday/article_7c0f4341-fdc0-4c2a-bd0b-af923b5fb23b.html
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a delay of a special hearing over Unconventional Concepts’ pending permit to test-
fire 155 mm portable howitzers on a private logger’s land in the town of Lewis, until 
the enforcement investigation is concluded. 

The investigation 

The agency has declined in past inquiries to say whether it is investigating Hopmeier 
and his private security consulting firm’s activities at the missile silo. 

Christopher Amato, Protect’s counsel and conservation director, was surprised to 
read in a July 22 letter from APA Senior Attorney Grace Sullivan, that there was an 
enforcement investigation. 

Amato said the agency had told Protect the Adirondacks, in response to its records 
requests on an investigation, that no records exist. It’s possible that the agency did 
not take any notes and has conducted any business over the phone, Amato said, 
adding “but that seems outlandish and contrary to my years of experience doing 
enforcement cases for APA, DEC and the AG’s (state Attorney General’s) office.” 

Upcoming hearing 

Sullivan wrote to David Greenwood, an administrative law judge with the state 
Department of Environmental Conservation, that “APA hearing staff continue to reject 
attempts to collapse the divide between the public hearing and the Agency’s 
enforcement investigation. Staff’s position has always been that the ultimate outcome 
of the enforcement investigation is not relevant to the hearing issues identified by the 
Agency Board.” 

Greenwood is presiding over the agency’s first adjudicatory hearing since 2011, 
scheduled to begin in October. The hearing will guide the APA board’s decision over 
whether to authorize the howitzer testing permit. 

Amato said it is up to Rice, not Greenwood, to implement the agency’s regulations 
that require violations be handled before any applications are processed. 

Sullivan’s letter also notes that “Protect’s request to add an issue related to the 
enforcement action was already summarily rejected. The persistent efforts to conflate 
these matters disrupts the flow of the proceedings and diverts attention and 
resources from the issues identified by the Board. Unless otherwise directed, all 
parties should continue to prepare for the hearing scheduled to commence on 
October 28, 2026.” 

Military training exercises on Friday 



Hopmeier has been to multiple town meetings, particularly after Operation Jaded 
Thunder, in an effort to be more transparent about what is going on at his property. 
He has also hired a public relations firm and has a new website. 

 The notice of Friday’s training was posted to the project’s two followers on 
Instagram, six followers on Facebook and on the town’s website under its “latest 
news” section. It is also posted on the Defense Visual Information Distribution 
Service, where the notice originated. 

 The training will involve New York Air National Guard “conducting small arms 
training, as well as general mountaineering and personal communications testing,” 
according to the notice. “This training not only supports larger training for the National 
Guard operations, but federal forces worldwide when activated for deployment.” 

 Captain Jason Carr, a public information officer with the 107th Attack Wing, told the 
Adirondack Daily Enterprise no aircraft would be involved. 

 Anyone with questions is encouraged to contact Town Supervisor Tim Pierce, 
according to the notice, at supervisor@townoflewisecny.gov, the Essex County 
Sheriff’s office or the 107th Attack Wing Public Affairs at (716) 236-3279 or 
107ATKW.PA.org@us.af.mil. 

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/communities/land-use/lewis-missile-silo-site-
under-adirondack-park-agency-investigation-letter-reveals/ 
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New York Army National Guard 

Severe non-combat military aviation ‘mishaps’ up from 2025, data shows (video)  

Scripps-Howard, July 29, 2026.: 
 

For days after he woke up in a hospital, Jake Pratt was unaware of the military 
helicopter crash that killed three people and robbed him of his ability to walk. 

 Doctors had heavily medicated the former National Guard soldier because of the 
massive trauma to his body, so his ability to comprehend what happened in the 
accident was limited. 

 “I thought I was in a car accident,” he told Scripps News in his first national TV 
network interview. “I think it took a while... to retain information and understand the 
magnitude of what actually went down.” 

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/communities/land-use/lewis-missile-silo-site-under-adirondack-park-agency-investigation-letter-reveals/
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 The crash 

 In March 2024, Pratt was part of a four-person crew aboard a UH-72A Lakota 
helicopter, monitoring a river border crossing near La Grulla, Texas. 

 “We’re the eyes and ears for everything in the sky. We’re able to see a lot more than 
they can see on the ground, so we were on our way out there to assist the ground 
agents,” he said. 

 Pratt was the crew chief that day, sitting behind the pilot, as the chopper hovered 
low and slow near the Rio Grande. 

 The rest of the team included two soldiers, Casey Frankoski and John Grassia, as 
well as a Border Patrol agent, Christopher Luna. 

 The mission was routine until the helicopter started spinning out of control. 

 “I remember the feeling of inertia – of being thrown to the side, essentially – and that 
must have been the first spin – the beginning of our spin,” he said. “After that, (I 
remember) absolutely nothing.” 

The aftermath 

First responder body camera footage obtained by Scripps News shows emergency 
crews rushing to the scene. 

Pratt, the only survivor, was conscious after the crash, but he does not remember the 
aftermath. 

“Apparently, I was awake and alert the whole time. That’s what everybody told me,” 
Pratt said. “They took me out of the aircraft and put me on a backboard and 
everything, and they all said, ‘You were awake. You were speaking to us. You were 
good.’ I had some trouble breathing because I had a lot of internal damage, 
especially to my lungs, but yeah, I was awake and talking. I just don’t know what I 
was saying.” 

Although there was no digital recorder (or black box) aboard the aircraft to track flight 
data, Army safety investigators determined the crew experienced a phenomenon 
called “loss of tail rotor effectiveness.” 

“It just seemed like there was a wind change after we had done so many of these 
patterns,” said Pratt. “You get, I believe, less than two seconds per the book to react 
to this, and if you don’t do it exactly perfectly or on time, it’s non-recoverable. There’s 
really nothing you can do. So, unfortunately, all these things had to line up in order 
for this to happen, and they did." 



Pratt said the military training that would teach someone how to react to the specific 
circumstances his crew endured was inadequate at the time. 

“At that time of the crash, I don’t think they were doing enough to train our people 
how to react to that situation,” he said. 

It’s possible that even with more focused training, the crash might have still occurred, 
Pratt said. “I am upset that at some point (the training) slipped through the cracks.” 

Following multiple incidents involving loss of tail rotor effectiveness, the Army worked 
to close the related “training gap.” 

After a spike in the most severe Army aviation accidents in 2024, military data show 
the numbers significantly decreased the following year. 

FY 2026 totals surpassed last year for major aviation accidents in most branches 

In fiscal year 2026, however, a Scripps News review of major military accidents — or 
Class A aviation “mishaps” — found the current combined number of mishaps across 
the Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force has surpassed the number for 2025. 

A Class A mishap, as the military calls it, is one that involves a fatality or permanent 
disability or damage to equipment totaling at least $2.5 million. 

For example, in June, eight people were killed when an Air Force B-52 Stratofortress 
crashed at Edwards Air Force Base in California, shortly after takeoff. The military 
confirmed the aircraft was worth more than $84 million. 

A U.S. Marine Corps fighter jet also slammed into a Washington mountainside that 
month. The pilot ejected and landed safely, but the cost of the jet was close to $66.5 
million, according to Connie Briggs, a public affairs officer. 

In May, two aircraft collided at a Navy Air show. Four crew members ejected and 
survived, but the two jets were a total loss. According to military data provided to 
Scripps News, the aircraft cost close to $192 million. 

Aviation mishaps can also involve unmanned aircraft as well as incidents in which the 
aircraft was not in flight. 

The total combined number of Class A aviation accidents involving both manned and 
unmanned aircraft in the Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force as of July 2026 was 50 
compared to 45 last year. 

Here are the numbers for each branch as of July 29, 2026: 

Army aviation Class A mishaps 



2025: 9 

2026: 8 

Marines 

2025: 5 

2026: 4 

Air Force 

2025: 19 

2026: 25 

Navy 

2025: 12 

2026: 13 

“While we analyze each year’s data for emerging trends, mishaps vary from year to 
year, and we have found looking at data over several years gives us a more accurate 
picture of mishap trends,” said Keith Wright, chief of public affairs for the Air Force 
Safety Center. 

The Navy and Marines typically report their mishap numbers weekly, and on Tuesday 
their report removed one incident that had previously been classified as a Class A 
aviation mishap. 

“It’s common for the data to change as mishaps are downgraded or upgraded over 
time as an investigation continues and determines the true cost associated with the 
mishap,” said Sarah Langdon, a deputy public affairs officer for the Naval Safety 
Command. 

“For Army aviation...the gold standard is one mishap for every 100,000 hours flown. 
We fly between 700,000 and 800,000 hours annually now, and that has evolved over 
time,” said Eric Schwegler, the director of operations for the Army Combat Readiness 
Center. “It’s really not about the mishap or even the aggregate of mishaps; it’s the 
ability to see where your trends are at and those are based upon the number of flying 
hours, (and) the types of missions that you’re flying.” 

Past numbers show nearly 200 deaths since 2020 



A Scripps News review of military data dating back to 2020 shows there have been 
more than 300 Class A accidents and more than $8 billion in losses involving 
manned and unmanned aircraft from the Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force 
combined through July 22, 2026. 

Some of the data Scripps News reviewed includes records provided by the military to 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren’s office. 

A Scripps News analysis found at least 180 deaths linked to these crashes, including 
the 67 people who perished in January 2025 when a commercial plane and a military 
helicopter collided in Washington, DC. 

“It’s absolutely tragic,” said Schwegler. “Our obligation (is) to ensure that our soldiers 
are well-led and well-equipped and are doing their missions as safely as possible. 

Schwegler’s team makes recommendations for improvements in the Army. 

“Our first obligation when we find out why something happened is to make sure that 
the rest of the Army is not at risk,” he said. “When we’re talking about aviation 
mishaps, is there something systemically wrong with our training or our materials or 
our helicopters or our training and doctrine? If there’s something wrong that needs to 
be addressed immediately, that’s our focus,” he said. 

How the Department of Defense is handling mishaps 

Earlier this year, the Department of Defense created an Aviation Mishap Task Force, 
according to a spokesperson. 

The task force will “ensure that the department’s aviation enterprise remains safe, 
ready, and lethal,” a Pentagon press officer wrote in an email. “The AMTF is currently 
conducting a comprehensive study to further identify the underlying causes of 
aviation mishaps. The findings of this study will inform a prioritized Aviation Safety 
Plan of Action to target improvement areas; such as materiel solutions, training 
adjustments, and cultural transformation, and guide future safety policy and resource 
decisions.” 

Pratt said he also has ideas for safety improvement, and it starts with giving power to 
service members who are working at the ground level. 

“The decisions are made way up ... in Washington, and we have no say over it ... 
They need to listen to the people who are actually doing that job,” Pratt said. 

Looking forward 

Pratt, now out of the military, is looking forward to co-hosting a regular podcast he’s 
producing with his sister. 



The two will talk about accessibility issues on the show, Squeaky Wheels Podcast. 
The title is a play on the wheels that Pratt now uses to get around. 

“Every single day is a challenge,” said Pratt. “Literally every single day I have to 
figure something out. I have to learn how to do something new, and It's a lot.” 

Pratt also helps other service members who have been impacted by physical 
restrictions. 

“I have always been like a teacher. I was a leader in the Army for a very long time. I 
love that role. I love helping other people. So, now, they use me,” he said. “So, 
whenever they have a younger person who’s clearly struggling immensely with their 
new life, I’ll come in and I just sit there and talk with them and be like, ‘Look, I’m not 
going to lie to you. This is going to be an uphill battle for a really long time, but you’re 
not the only one. And you have people out there that you can lean on and rely on,’ 
which is really nice.” 

He says he thinks often of his fellow soldiers and the border patrol agent who lost 
their lives in the crash. 

“They gave everything,” he said. “They were doing it for their country. They did it for 
the Army. They did it for their families.” 

https://www.facebook.com/lex18/posts/four-days-after-he-woke-up-in-a-hospital-jake-
pratt-was-unaware-of-the-military-/1567925752045643/ 
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New York Army National Guard announces local promotions  

Springville Journal, July 30, 2026 : 
 

Major General Ray Shields, the Adjutant General for the State of New York, 
announced the promotion of members of the New York Army National Guard in 
recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership. 

 Brian Kohler from Springville, assigned to Charlie Troop, 2nd Squadron, 101st 
Cavalry Regiment, received a promotion June 8 to the rank of sergeant. 

 Army National Guard promotions are based on a Soldier’s overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential. 

 These promotions recognize the best qualified Soldiers for a career in the New York 
Army National Guard. 

https://www.facebook.com/lex18/posts/four-days-after-he-woke-up-in-a-hospital-jake-pratt-was-unaware-of-the-military-/1567925752045643/
https://www.facebook.com/lex18/posts/four-days-after-he-woke-up-in-a-hospital-jake-pratt-was-unaware-of-the-military-/1567925752045643/


https://www.springvillejournal.com/articles/new-york-army-national-guard-announces-
local-promotions/ 
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PFOA Issue 

Hidden records reveal delays in New York military PFAS cleanup  

The Traveler, July 29, 2026 : 
 

Newly surfaced records indicate Pentagon cleanup timelines for PFAS 
contamination at New York military sites have slipped by years, raising health 
and transparency concerns. 

 Previously obscure federal records are shedding new light on how long New York 
communities may wait for cleanup of toxic “forever chemicals” leaking from military 
facilities, revealing years of quiet delays just as stricter drinking water standards 
come into effect. 

 Hidden records reveal delays in New York military PFAS cleanup 

Buried timetables point to years of PFAS exposure 

Analysis of recently surfaced Pentagon documents indicates that cleanup schedules 
for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or PFAS, at military locations across the 
United States have been repeatedly pushed back, in some cases by nearly a 
decade. New York installations, including Air and Army National Guard facilities and 
former federal bases, are among the sites affected, according to published coverage 
and publicly accessible Defense Department records. 

 The updated timelines, posted without formal announcement in technical record 
repositories, suggest that dozens of investigations and cleanup milestones at 
contaminated facilities nationwide have been reset well into the 2030s and beyond. 
Environmental advocates note that many of these bases have already documented 
PFAS in groundwater, surface water or fish, leaving nearby communities facing 
prolonged uncertainty over exposure risks. 

 The delays come as federal regulators move in the opposite direction on public 
health protections. In April 2024, the Environmental Protection Agency finalized the 
first national drinking water limits for several PFAS compounds, sharply lowering the 
concentrations considered acceptable in public water systems. That divergence 

https://www.springvillejournal.com/articles/new-york-army-national-guard-announces-local-promotions/
https://www.springvillejournal.com/articles/new-york-army-national-guard-announces-local-promotions/


between tougher standards and slower remediation has heightened scrutiny of 
military sites in states with PFAS hot spots, including New York. 

 New York hotspots show scale of contamination 

New York has emerged as one of the states most closely watched on military-related 
PFAS contamination, in part because of well-documented plumes near Stewart Air 
National Guard Base in Newburgh and Gabreski Air National Guard Base on Long 
Island. State health and environmental agencies have identified Stewart as a primary 
source of PFOS contamination in the City of Newburgh’s former drinking water 
reservoir, Lake Washington, following decades of firefighting foam use at the base. 

 More recent technical reports prepared for New York regulators describe PFAS in 
groundwater, surface water and freshwater fish around current and former military 
facilities. Sampling in water bodies near certain upstate installations and historic 
airfields has found elevated PFAS levels in fish tissue, illustrating how the chemicals 
can accumulate in the food chain and persist for years after active releases are 
curtailed. 

 At some New York Guard locations, investigation reports describe PFAS as an 
ongoing concern but emphasize that work remains focused on delineating the full 
extent of contamination before any large-scale cleanup begins. That sequence is 
consistent with the federal hazardous waste process, yet the newly surfaced 
timetables indicate that key decisions on containment or treatment may be further off 
than local residents had previously understood. 

 State standards tighten as federal cleanup slows 

New York was among the first states to adopt its own enforceable drinking water 
limits for PFOS and PFOA, two of the most studied PFAS compounds, setting 
maximum contaminant levels in public systems several years before national 
standards were finalized. Public information from the New York State Department of 
Health notes that the state has been expanding monitoring for PFAS and other 
emerging contaminants, particularly around facilities known to have used firefighting 
foam or industrial coatings. 

 Those state-level efforts intersect awkwardly with the federal cleanup schedule. In 
communities like Newburgh, state agencies have supported alternative water 
supplies and treatment while federal investigations at nearby military sites continue. 
As the EPA’s new limits take effect, utilities may face added pressure to remove 
PFAS from finished water even as long-term source control, such as removing 
contaminated soil or treating groundwater on base, proceeds slowly. 

 Publicly available fact sheets from the Department of Veterans Affairs and other 
agencies describe PFAS as a class of synthetic chemicals widely used in military 
firefighting foams and industrial products, noting that research has linked exposure to 



increased risks of certain cancers, immune effects and developmental issues. The 
combination of potential health impacts and shifting regulations has left residents 
around New York installations closely tracking any indication that cleanup dates are 
slipping. 

 Transparency questions around hidden records 

The latest concerns have been fueled less by a single announcement than by what 
advocates describe as information hiding in plain sight. According to recent national 
reporting, the Defense Department’s revised PFAS cleanup timelines were not 
highlighted in press releases or public briefings, but instead appeared as updates 
within complex online databases and environmental record libraries used by 
contractors and regulators. 

 Review of those records shows that New York sites are part of a broader pattern in 
which initial projections for completing key environmental studies, risk assessments 
and remedial designs have been postponed by years. In some cases, projected 
dates have been removed altogether, leaving only open-ended references to future 
work. While the department has cited the technical complexity of PFAS investigations 
and evolving science as reasons for schedule changes, community advocates argue 
that the low-profile nature of the updates undermines public trust. 

 For residents near affected bases, the lack of clear, easily accessible timelines can 
complicate decisions about private well testing, property transactions and long-term 
health monitoring. Environmental groups in New York and nationally have called for 
more consistent public summaries of PFAS cleanup progress, including at Guard 
facilities that fall under both state and federal oversight. 

 Communities wait for clearer answers 

In towns surrounding New York’s military installations, PFAS contamination has 
already reshaped daily life. Some residents rely on bottled water or point-of-use 
filters, while others have changed fishing or recreational habits on local lakes and 
rivers flagged for contamination. Homeowners near certain facilities have expressed 
concern that lingering uncertainty over groundwater quality could affect property 
values, even where public water supplies now meet state and federal standards. 

 Health agencies in New York continue to emphasize that PFAS risk depends on 
factors such as the specific compounds involved, concentrations, and length of 
exposure. Nonetheless, as more records surface showing extended cleanup horizons 
at military sites, local officials and residents are pressing for clearer communication 
about what federal and state actions will occur in the near term. 

 For travelers, the unfolding PFAS story in New York reflects a broader national 
tension between the popularity of outdoor destinations near former or active bases 
and the legacy of military pollution. Scenic Hudson Valley reservoirs, Long Island 



beaches and rural training areas that draw visitors may also sit downstream of 
historic firefighting foam use. As new data and hidden records come to light, 
communities are likely to continue demanding more transparent timelines for 
addressing a problem that, by its nature, resists quick fixes. 

https://www.thetraveler.org/hidden-records-reveal-delays-in-new-york-military-pfas-
cleanup/#google_vignette 
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