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For Information 

Hegseth Firings of Generals Draw Bipartisan Concern, Calls for Limits  



Newsweek, June 29, 2026 : 
 

Note: This item is provided for your information. 

A wave of high-level Pentagon firings and departures under Defense Secretary Pete 
Hegseth is drawing bipartisan concern in Congress, as lawmakers warn the exit of 
senior military leaders could undermine decision-making during a period of conflict 
and global uncertainty. 

The departures—including the exit of General Chris Donahue, the commander of 
U.S. Army Europe and Africa—have intensified scrutiny of how and why top officers 
are being pushed out, with critics arguing the lack of transparency risks eroding 
confidence within the ranks. 

A Pentagon spokesperson said the changes reflect longstanding policy that senior 
military leadership serves at the discretion of civilian authorities. 

 “General officers and flag officers serve at the pleasure of the President and the 
Secretary of War," Chief Pentagon Spokesman Sean Parnell told Newsweek on 
Sunday. "They always have and always will." 

 Senator Tim Kaine, a Democrat on the Senate Armed Services Committee, said 
Sunday that lawmakers could take action if the Pentagon does not provide clearer 
answers, signaling potential bipartisan support for oversight measures. 

 Risks to Military Advice 

“I don’t think that concern is misplaced. We’re worried about the same thing,” Kaine 
said on CBS’ Face the Nation, referencing warnings from senior military figures that 
recent firings could discourage candid advice at the highest levels. 

 Kaine questioned whether the changes reflect a broader shift inside the Pentagon. 

 “Are you pushing out the truth tellers to surround yourself by yes-men?” he said, 
adding that “it looks like the secretary is coming down hardest on the Army.” 

Kaine noted Hegseth previously served in the Army National Guard and has said 
publicly he felt he wasn’t treated well by the service. 

That’s a grudge he’s carried,” Kaine said. “So when you see Army officers forced out, 
you’ve got to wonder, is this a personal thing, or is it really what’s best for the 
nation?” 

The concerns extend beyond any single dismissal. Hegseth has overseen the 
removal or departure of multiple senior officers since taking office, part of a broader 



reshaping of military leadership that has drawn mounting criticism from lawmakers 
and former commanders. 

Critics say the issue is not whether a defense secretary has the authority to remove 
senior officers—but how those decisions are made and what signal they send 
through the chain of command. Military leaders are expected to provide candid 
advice to civilian leadership, even when it runs counter to political priorities. 

Former officials and lawmakers warn that if officers begin to believe their careers 
depend on aligning with leadership views, it could affect how decisions are made in 
active conflict zones and reduce the range of perspectives considered at critical 
moments. 

GOP Criticism Emerges 

The unease is not limited to Democrats. Republican lawmakers have also raised 
alarms, highlighting a rare area of bipartisan tension over national security 
leadership. 

Among them is Senator Thom Tillis of North Carolina, who has warned that sidelining 
experienced officers risks prioritizing loyalty over merit and could damage military 
effectiveness. 

Representative Don Bacon of Nebraska, a Republican and former Air Force brigadier 
general who sits on the House Armed Services Committee, also sharply criticized the 
moves. 

“I think it’s caused damage to the Pentagon, to our overall military,” Bacon said on 
CNN on Sunday, referring to the firings of senior commanders. 

“I think it’s politicized the process [of promotions] unnecessarily,” he added. “The way 
he’s done [firings], it’s wholesale, and I think it’s hurt the military.” 

In a post on X in April, Bacon said the firings reflected “a lack of character” and 
warned that abruptly removing respected officers without explanation risks politicizing 
the military and undermining trust within the ranks. 

Bacon said he has worked with several of the dismissed leaders and vouched for 
their experience and professionalism. “He’s fired about 20 admirals and 
generals…these are great people,” he said, adding that the removal of top officers 
without clear justification raises further concerns. 

The criticism reflects a broader divide within the Republican Party, with some 
lawmakers defending the Pentagon’s authority to reshape leadership while others 
argue the scope and speed of the changes raise serious questions. 



Guardrails Debate Emerges 

The debate has been fueled by a broader pattern of leadership changes under 
Hegseth that extends beyond a single case. 

Since taking office in early 2025, the defense secretary has overseen a series of 
high-level departures, including the April 2026 removal of Army Chief of Staff General 
Randy George, as well as the ouster of General David Hodne, who led Army Training 
and Doctrine Command, and Major General William Green Jr., the Army’s chief of 
chaplains. 

Additional changes to senior leadership have unfolded through the spring of 2026, 
with multiple high-ranking officers exiting their posts or being reassigned as part of a 
broader shake-up at the Pentagon. 

While the Defense Department has framed the moves as part of an effort to reshape 
military leadership, critics say the scale and timing of the changes—particularly 
during an ongoing U.S. military engagement abroad—are unusual and have often 
come without detailed public explanation. 

Retired Army Major General Randy Manner described the situation as “very 
dangerous” in April, warning that removing senior officers without clear justification 
could make others less willing to provide candid advice during wartime. He said such 
a dynamic “does not help at all in terms of giving confidence to the American fighting 
man.” 

Those fears—that senior leaders may hesitate to speak openly if doing so could 
jeopardize their careers—have become a central theme in the debate now unfolding 
in Washington. 

 Donahue’s departure has become a focal point for those concerns. The general is 
widely regarded as one of the Army’s most experienced commanders, known for his 
role in overseeing key operations during the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and 
for decades of service in elite units. 

 Lawmakers in both parties have pointed to his record as a reason the move has 
drawn particular scrutiny, arguing that the departure of widely respected 
commanders without clear explanation risks sending a broader signal across the 
military. 

 “There are a lot of questions and very few answers,” Kaine said. “He was very well 
regarded… both sides of the aisle thought really highly of him.” 

 The uncertainty is now feeding into debate over the annual defense policy bill, 
known as the National Defense Authorization Act, which Congress is expected to 
take up in the coming weeks. 



 Kaine said the Senate version of the bill does not currently include provisions 
addressing the firings, but suggested that could change as scrutiny intensifies. 

 “When we bring it up on the floor… if we need to go farther to put some guardrails in 
place, you’ll probably find bipartisan support to do that,” he said. 

  In the House, lawmakers have already taken a step in that direction, advancing a 
proposal that would require the Pentagon to inform Congress within five days when 
senior military officials are removed—an approach that stops short of limiting 
authority but increases oversight. 

 The debate reflects a broader tension in Washington between the Pentagon’s 
authority to reshape military leadership and Congress’s role in oversight, particularly 
at a time when U.S. forces remain engaged overseas and strategic decisions carry 
heightened risk. 

 Any effort to impose new reporting requirements or limits on firings could become 
one of the more closely watched elements of the defense bill, with lawmakers 
weighing transparency concerns against the executive branch’s traditional control 
over military personnel decisions. 

 For now, Kaine said lawmakers are still seeking answers from the Pentagon—but 
signaled that patience may be limited. 

 “We don’t yet have good answers from the Pentagon,” he said. 

https://www.newsweek.com/hegseth-pentagon-firings-generals-bipartisan-guardrails-
12133372 
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Michigan governor threatens to pull troops from D.C. if used for Trump 
task force  

NPR, June 29, 2026: 
 

Note: This item is provided for your information 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In a strongly worded letter to the head of Michigan's 
National Guard, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer reiterated troops from her state are only to 
be used for operations surrounding America 250 celebrations in Washington, D.C., 
and not for President Trump's long-running — and controversial — joint task force to 
fight crime. She said that she would pull her troops from the city if that is not the 
case, in the letter obtained by NPR. 

https://www.newsweek.com/hegseth-pentagon-firings-generals-bipartisan-guardrails-12133372
https://www.newsweek.com/hegseth-pentagon-firings-generals-bipartisan-guardrails-12133372


 "Please take all necessary measures to ensure the Michigan National Guard is only 
supporting the narrow and limited America 250 Mission and is in no way supporting 
the D.C. Safe and Beautiful Mission," wrote Gov. Whitmer, referencing the official 
name for the federal task force. 

Trump deployed hundreds of troops to Washington, D.C., in August of 2025, in what 
experts said was a stunning departure from governing norms. He said he did so to 
address rampant crime, despite declining crime rates at the time. The number of 
troops in the city has increased over time to more than 4,800 from Washington, D.C. 
and almost two dozen states, which until recently were exclusively Republican-led. 

 Michigan — which has 161 guard members currently in the city — is one of four 
Democratic-led states that sent members of their National Guard to D.C. in recent 
weeks, ahead of an influx of tourists for America 250 celebrations. North Carolina 
and Kentucky each sent one member of their guard, while Minnesota sent more than 
a hundred last week. 

 Kentucky confirmed to NPR Monday that it had recalled its one guard member over 
the weekend, after that member was "diverted to the task force by the federal 
government without the knowledge or consent of Gov. Beshear of the Kentucky 
Guard," Scottie Ellis, a spokesperson for Gov. Beshear, wrote to NPR in an email. 

 When contacted by NPR, spokespeople for each respective Democratic governor's 
office made it clear that their guard members were sent to help specifically with 
America 250, not for law enforcement purposes as part of the larger ongoing federal 
joint task force operation. All four states have been clear about their opposition to the 
Trump administration's ongoing deployment of National Guard troops to D.C., filing 
an amicus brief in support of litigation challenging it as recently as May. 

But in recent days, a video of troops identifying themselves as Michigan National 
Guard members patrolling the Georgetown waterfront — an upscale neighborhood 
more than a mile away from any official America 250 celebrations — began 
circulating on social media. NPR has authenticated the video. Whitmer's office did 
not immediately respond to NPR's request to verify that the troops were Michigan 
members. 

 All state guard members are currently in D.C. under Title 32 status, which essentially 
means that the federal government pays for the deployment, but the state governors 
maintain control and command of their troops. But former National Guard officials say 
it's impractical for states to play a role in day-to-day activities in a complex national 
mission like what's happening in D.C. 

"If the National Guard has defined the America 250 Mission to extend beyond direct 
support for events celebrating the nation's 250th anniversary, please let me know so 
we can ensure the Michigan National Guard's efforts are carefully limited," Gov. 
Whitmer's letter reads. 



It goes on to say that if that can't be ensured, then Gov. Whitmer will "end Michigan's 
support for the America 250 mission." 

Legal experts, like those at the Brennan Center for Justice who have closely been 
watching Trump's ongoing deployment to D.C., worry that drawing a distinction 
between the America 250 celebration and the general mission of the joint task force 
in the city will prove difficult. The joint task force is largely carrying out high visibility 
presence patrols in residential neighborhoods, public parks and metro stations. 

Troops from all four Democratic-led states are listed as part of the official federal joint 
task force numbers released to the public. Gov. Whitmer said the Michigan troops 
should not be included in that count. 

The offices for other Democratic governors NPR reached out to about that list also 
said their guard members shouldn't be included. 

When asked about the confusion, a spokesperson for the joint task force told NPR 
that it is overseeing all guard members in D.C. for organizational purposes, but being 
on the list "does not change their specific mission." The joint task force did not 
immediately respond to NPR's request for comment as to why Michigan guard 
members were apparently in Georgetown, and if that was part of the America 250 
operations. 

https://www.npr.org/2026/06/29/nx-s1-5875427/michigan-governor-national-guard-dc 

Return to top  

 

Joint Task Force Empire Shield  

Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce:National Guard Appears Outside MSG 
Days Before Wedding Exclusive Details  

TMZ, June 30, 2026: 
 

Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce's highly anticipated wedding party at Madison Square 
Garden is nearly upon us ... and it looks like the National Guard is being called in to 
help with security. 

 Check out the video ... tons of National Guard members showed up to MSG on 
Tuesday night ... closing off streets around the arena in preparation for what may be 
the biggest wedding party of the century! 

 There also appears to be a massive meeting between NYPD and National Guard 
happening just outside the Garden. 

https://www.npr.org/2026/06/29/nx-s1-5875427/michigan-governor-national-guard-dc


 A rep for the National Guard tells us ... they have 1,000 members operating in NYC 
on a daily basis and are dispatching members to Penn Station for patrols, as well as 
Grand Central Station and other highly populated areas ... but this is NOT connected 
to Taylor's wedding. 

 Taylor and Travis have clearly spared no expense for this event ... with NDAs, 
personally-curated menus featuring top-end restaurant food, and A-List 
performances. 

 Regardless, security will be airtight for this event ... and the clock is ticking ever 
closer to the long-awaited July 3rd wedding event! 

  https://www.tmz.com/2026/06/30/national-guard-outside-madison-square-garden-
before-taylor-travis-wedding/ 

 

Return to top  

 

Is Taylor Swift's Wedding Being Set Up? Trucks At MSG Prompt 
Speculation  

Forbes, June 30, 2026 : 
 

Some hustle and bustle outside of New York City’s famed Madison Square Garden 
arena this week—including National Guard activity and trucks rolling in with 
equipment—is exciting fans of billionaire pop star Taylor Swift, who is speculated to 
be marrying fiancé Travis Kelce at the venue this weekend. 

Key Facts 

A red carpet was briefly rolled out in front of Madison Square Garden on Tuesday 
afternoon, according to photos and video footage captured by Page Six, which an 
unnamed employee told the outlet is for an unspecified “wedding.” 

Also on Tuesday, TMZ published video of what appears to be a large group of 
National Guard and New York City Police Department officers outside of the venue, 
where officers are reportedly expected to shut down streets this week. 

Videos published by CBS News appear to show trucks rolling in with equipment 
covered by tarps, some of which are labeled “Garden Party 1 (scenic),” though it’s 
unclear what the labels mean. 

What do we know about swift’s wedding? 

https://www.tmz.com/2026/06/30/national-guard-outside-madison-square-garden-before-taylor-travis-wedding/
https://www.tmz.com/2026/06/30/national-guard-outside-madison-square-garden-before-taylor-travis-wedding/


Few concrete details about Swift’s wedding plans are known, but speculation has 
mounted in recent weeks that she will tie the knot with Kelce at Madison Square 
Garden. The New York Times confirmed Swift rented out the arena for this weekend, 
and although the couple has not confirmed they are holding wedding celebrations 
there, the Times reported they are planning an intimate gathering of 100 people on 
Thursday and a larger, 1,000-person event for Friday. Signs appear to be pointing to 
a wedding ceremony: The Times reported some of Kelce’s Kansas City Chiefs 
teammates have booked hotel rooms in the area, while Amtrak police officers who 
patrol Penn Station have been told to expect a Swift wedding. Swift, who began her 
highly publicized relationship with Kelce in 2023, announced in a post on Instagram 
in August she and Kelce had gotten engaged. 

Tangent 

Prediction markets Polymarket and Kalshi have gone wild over the Swift-Kelce 
wedding, with users placing millions of dollars in bets on everything from who will be 
bridesmaids to which of the couple’s celebrity friends will be in attendance. Bettors 
seem to agree Abigail Anderson, Swift’s longtime friend who is mentioned in her 
song “Fifteen,” will be a bridesmaid, with famous friends Selena Gomez, Gigi Hadid 
and Este Haim also high in the betting odds. As for Kelce, leading odds to be his 
groomsmen include his brother Jason, Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes and 
Swift’s brother Austin. Some stars leading the odds to attend include producers Max 
Martin and Jack Antonoff, as well as singers Gracie Abrams, Phoebe Bridgers and 
Lana Del Rey. 

Forbes valuation 

Forbes estimates Swift is worth $2 billion as of Tuesday. She’s the second-richest 
musician in the world, behind only Jay-Z, and she is the first person to make the 
Forbes billionaire ranks based solely on the value of her music catalog and concert 
tours. Swift was the second-highest earning musician of 2025, making an estimated 
$202 million amid the success of her latest album “The Life of a Showgirl,” which 
shattered album sales records in its first week. 

 https://www.forbes.com/sites/conormurray/2026/06/30/is-taylor-swifts-wedding-
being-set-up-trucks-at-msg-prompt-speculation/ 
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Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce Wedding Watch: National Guard Shows Up 
at MSG  

The Star, June 30, 2026 : 
 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/conormurray/2026/06/30/is-taylor-swifts-wedding-being-set-up-trucks-at-msg-prompt-speculation/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/conormurray/2026/06/30/is-taylor-swifts-wedding-being-set-up-trucks-at-msg-prompt-speculation/


Security is ramping up ahead of Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce‘s highly anticipated 
wedding celebration. 

In Touch exclusively broke the news earlier this month, that Swift and Kelce, both 36, 
are set to tie the knot at Madison Square Garden over the 4th of July weekend, 
though the couple has otherwise stayed tight-lipped about the details. 

Now with the big day fast approaching, per a TMZ report published Tuesday, June 
30, National Guard members were spotted outside the arena, closing off surrounding 
streets in preparation for the event. The outlet also reported what appeared to be a 
large meeting between NYPD and National Guard personnel just outside the Garden. 
The couple’s wedding celebration is set for Friday, July 3. 

According to the report, a National Guard representative confirmed that the 
organization has 1,000 members operating in New York City on a daily basis and is 
dispatching members to Penn Station, Grand Central, and other high-traffic areas — 
but stressed that the increased presence is not connected to Swift and Kelce’s 
wedding. 

Regardless of the official explanation, the timing has fans buzzing, especially with the 
big day fast approaching. Per TMZ, Swift and Kelce have reportedly spared no 
expense for the celebration, with NDAs reportedly required of guests, a personally 
curated menu featuring food from top restaurants, and a star-studded lineup of 
performers. 

As Page Six reported, the guest list is expected to include several of Swift’s closest 
friends, including Selena Gomez, Gigi Hadid, sisters Este, Danielle, and Alana Haim, 
Suki Waterhouse, and Cara Delevingne. On Kelce’s side, his Kansas City Chiefs 
teammate Patrick Mahomes and wife Brittany, Chiefs coach Andy Reid, and his 
brother Jason Kelce and wife Kylie are all expected to attend as well. 

https://starmagazine.com/taylor-swift-and-travis-kelce-wedding-watch-national-guard-
shows-up-at-msg/ 
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New York Air National Guard 

New York Guard to Participate in July 4 Aerial Review  

NationalGuard.mil, July 1, 2026 : 
 

NEW YORK – Two New York Air National Guard wings will participate in a 150-plane 
International Aerial Review set for the morning of July 4 in New York City. 

https://starmagazine.com/taylor-swift-and-travis-kelce-wedding-watch-national-guard-shows-up-at-msg/
https://starmagazine.com/taylor-swift-and-travis-kelce-wedding-watch-national-guard-shows-up-at-msg/


 Airmen from the 105th Airlift Wing, based at Stewart Air National Guard Base in Newburgh, and 
the 106th Rescue Wing, located at Francis S. Gabreski Air National Guard Base in Westhampton 
Beach, will fly in the parade of aircraft. 

 Members of the 105th Airlift Wing's 105th Operations Group will fly one of its nine massive C-17 
Globemaster III strategic airlifters. Meanwhile, Airmen from the 106th Rescue Wing's 101st 
Rescue Squadron will fly two of the wing's HH-60W Jolly Green II search and rescue helicopters 
and an HC-130 Combat King II search and rescue plane. The 106th operates six of the rescue 
helicopters and four of the search-and-rescue planes. The HC-130 can refuel HH-60W 
helicopters in flight, extending their range. 

 The fly-by is expected to start at Staten Island at 10:15 a.m. and conclude at the Mario M. 
Cuomo Bridge, which spans the Tappan Zee section of the Hudson River near Tarrytown by 
11:15a.m. 

 The July 4 event is truly unique, according to Col. Francis Farrelly, the 105th Operations Group 
commander, who will pilot the C-17. The aerial lineup includes nearly every aircraft and helicopter 
in the U.S. military's inventory, Farrelly explained. 

  

"While the 105th Airlift Wing regularly flies missions using the skillsets and capabilities highlighted 
in this celebratory event, we have never done a mission quite like this one," Farrelly said. 

 "We are excited to take part in this historic effort and contribute to the celebration of our nation's 
independence," he added. 

 This event is unique because of the precision, diligence and skill the pilots, air crews and their 
aircraft will display in a way never seen before, Farrelly said. 

 Lt. Col. Matthew Forbes, the director of staff for the 106th Rescue Wing and one of the HH-60W 
pilots, said the search and rescue Airmen are also looking forward to this event. 

 "There has been an immense amount of preparation and planning that has gone into this," 
Forbes said. 

 "We're honored to have the chance to fly with our international partners and other members of 
the Department of War to celebrate America's 250th," he added. 

 The flight will be led by the Navy's Blue Angels flight demonstration team. The Royal Canadian 
Air Force's Snowbirds and the British Royal Air Force's Red Arrows flight demonstration teams 
also are participating. 

 France's Patrouille de France, the French Air Force aerobatics team, also crossed the Atlantic 
Ocean to be part of the massive fly-by. The French pilots used Stewart Air National Guard Base 
as their initial basing location in the United States when they arrived for a tour June 7. For this 
special anniversary mission, the Patrouille de France aircraft will feature commemorative tail 
markings with the American flag on one side and the French flag on the other. 



 The 150-aircraft flight will pass over the International Naval Review of 100 American and allied 
warships, including 30 tall ships, which will be making their way up the Hudson River starting at 7 
a.m. on July 4. 

 The New York Army National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division Band also will be part of the July 4th 
festivities. The band will play at the Intrepid Museum in Manhattan during the fly-by and 
International Naval Review. Later that day, the band will perform at Jones Beach on Long Island. 

 On the evening of July 3, the band will play at the Fort Wadsworth-Gateway National Recreation 
Area prior to the New York City fireworks show over the harbor. 

 The New York Air National Guard, with a strength of 5,900 Airmen, is the largest Air National 
Guard in the country. The New York Air National Guard also includes the 109th Airlift Wing, which 
flies the LC-130 version of the Hercules transport that can land on ice or snow, and the 174th and 
107th Attack Wings that operate the MQ-9 remotely piloted hunter-killer aircraft. The New York 
Air National Guard also includes the Eastern Air Defense Sector's 224th Air Defense Group that 
is responsible for the air defense of the United States east of the Mississippi. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4531182/new-york-guard-to-participate-

in-july-4-aerial-review/ 
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Rep. Ryan rejects rolling back of PFAS cleanup at Stewart Air National 
Guard Base  

Spectrum News, June 28, 2026 : 
 

A member of Congress is pushing back on a federal plan he says would roll back 
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) clean-up at Stewart Air National Guard 
Base. 

Rep. Pat Ryan, a Democrat who represents New York’s 18th Congressional District, 
says the Department of Defense is looking to reduce statutory reporting requirements 
for PFAS at military installations. 

Ryan says he sent a letter to Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, criticizing provisions 
the department wants in the latest National Defense Authorization Act. 

“Every American – especially our kids – deserves to have clean drinking water. For 
years we’ve been fighting hard to ensure clean, safe drinking water is available in 
every Hudson Valley community, including those around Stewart Air National Guard 
Base. But now, inexplicably, Hegseth’s DoD is doing the opposite, blowing up 
decades of bipartisan progress,” Ryan said in a statement. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4531182/new-york-guard-to-participate-in-july-4-aerial-review/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4531182/new-york-guard-to-participate-in-july-4-aerial-review/


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention previously said firefighting foam 
used at Stewart National Guard Base by the DOD led to contamination of 
Newburgh's former water supply. 

In 2022, the CDC published a study of 59 Newburgh residents, finding average blood 
levels of a PFAS chemical at three times the national average. 

A DOD spokesperson tells Spectrum News 1 the agency needs at least two weeks to 
respond to PFAS-related inquiries and will respond directly to Ryan. 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/hudson-valley/news/2026/06/28/rep--ryan-
rejects-rolling-back-of-pfas-cleanup-at-stewart-air-national-guard-base 
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Exclusive access: The CNY pilots and drones of the 174th Attack Wing 
(video)  

CNY Central, June 30, 2026: 
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Since the days after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941, 
Central New York has been home to an active Air Force base. The 174th Attack 
Wing https://www.174attackwing.ang.af.mil/ has flown several different types of 
aircraft over the years, and many remember the screaming F-16s that used to roar 
across the skies. These days the skies are quiet, but the action at the 174th remains 
intense. 

Starting in 2008, the 174th began flying and supporting U.S. military missions related 
to unmanned, remotely piloted drones: The MQ-9 Reaper. 

On a recent visit to the 174th Attack Wing, National Guard members were spending 
their “one weekend a month” of service on the tarmac, practicing how to load 
weapons onto MQ-9 Reaper drones — including 500-pound practice bombs. 

“We loaded a couple of 500-pound bombs. These are non-explosive right now. This 
is laser guided. With the camera he can lase the target,” said Lt. Col. Lee Neitzel, 
Commander of the 174th Maintenance Group. Asked if that is what would be used 
against a target, Neitzel said, “Yes. This is what we use. Or a hellfire, that's 
commonly used - to track you to a laser point on the ground.” 

Neitzel leads the team responsible for maintaining the MQ-9s at the 174th. While the 
aircraft is worth somewhere north of $30 million, he said one component stands out: 
the camera. "That is the most expensive part,” Neitzel said, referring to the drone’s 
camera system. 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/hudson-valley/news/2026/06/28/rep--ryan-rejects-rolling-back-of-pfas-cleanup-at-stewart-air-national-guard-base
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/hudson-valley/news/2026/06/28/rep--ryan-rejects-rolling-back-of-pfas-cleanup-at-stewart-air-national-guard-base


Operating the MQ-9 is a two-person job: a pilot flies the aircraft — at a maximum of 
50,000 feet — while a sensor operator manages intelligence collection and controls 
the camera. 

In a simulator room used for training, Maj. Nicole Clay, an MQ-9 Evaluator Pilot, 
described what she focuses on while flying. The screens in front of her are loaded 
with information. “As a pilot I need to be able to look through that and look at the 
green data. That is my telemetry. It shows my altitude, what my airspace is,” Clay 
said. 

While training takes place in the simulator, real-world combat operations are nearby 
on base and top secret. The crew in the simulator could be tasked with real world 
operations tomorrow. 

The pilots and sensors at the 174th can take control of any MQ-9 anywhere in the 
world, and they frequently do. The remote nature of the mission allows crews in CNY 
to go home safely, but it can also carry an emotional toll, according to Master Sgt. 
Jason Landry, an evaluator sensor operator. “It's very unique that you come to work 
and fly in another country and then punch out - and you're home with your kids,” 
Landry said. “The way we get through that is family. We rely on each other for 
support. The wing here has support - including directors of psychological health, if 
we're having a troubled time.” 

Col. Brett Batick, Commander of the 174th Attack Wing, says he believes the 174th 
will be flying the MQ-9 for a long time to come. However, he knows there will be new 
military tools in the future. “The things that we're developing here are for the most 
part transferable to whatever that is,” Batick said. “I know we will be flying these for 
years to come, but I know it won't be forever. It will evolve. But what we are 
developing here will pour right into that - whatever comes next.” 

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/exclusive-wartime-access-the-cny-pilots-and-
drones-of-the-174th-attack-wing 
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New York Army National Guard  

Last N.Y. Guardsmen Return Home From Operation Epic Fury  

NationalGuard.mil, June 26, 2026 : 
 

TROY, N.Y. – The last of 500 New York National Guard Soldiers who deployed to the 
Middle East with the headquarters of the 42nd Infantry Division returned to New York 
from their deployment at the beginning of June. 

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/exclusive-wartime-access-the-cny-pilots-and-drones-of-the-174th-attack-wing
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/exclusive-wartime-access-the-cny-pilots-and-drones-of-the-174th-attack-wing


The Soldiers mobilized at the end of May 2025 to serve as the command 
headquarters for Task Force Spartan, the Army’s 10,000-Soldier force in the region. 

The New York National Guard Soldiers were deployed in this role when President 
Donald Trump decided to launch hostilities against Iran under the code name 
Operation Epic Fury on Feb. 28. 

Maj. Gen. Jack James, the commander of the 42nd Infantry Division, furled the 
division’s colors during a June 6 ceremony in the region. James’ command element 
was the last part of the headquarters to return to the United States. Command of 
Task Force Spartan was turned over to the Texas Army National Guard’s 36th 
Infantry Division. 

Soldiers had been returning from the Middle East back to New York for more than 
two months prior to James’ final handover of command to the Texas National Guard. 

The original mission for the 42nd Division headquarters Soldiers was to focus on 
exercises with regional allies, such as Operation Brightstar in Egypt in September 
2025. The 42nd Soldiers also conducted operations designed to build regional allies’ 
military capacity and to deter regional aggression. 

The decision to launch combat operations changed the mission for the New York 
Guard Soldiers and the rest of the task force, James said during the handover 
ceremony with the 36th Division. 

“Our team accomplished a number of [combat] firsts,” James said. “[Every one of 
them was] enabled by our world-class communicators, maintainers and sustainers, 
without whose efforts we could not have prevailed.” 

The turnover between the 42nd and 36th division headquarters was delayed, so that 
the 42nd Division could continue to focus on combat operations longer, according to 
Lt. Gen. Kevin Leahy, commanding general of U.S. Army Central and Third Army. 

"This was one of the longest relief-in-place operations in history. It allowed two 
legendary divisions to work together, with the 36th stepping in to manage key tasks 
so the 42nd could maintain an uninterrupted focus on combat operations – some of 
the most complex combat operations in U.S. Army history,” Leahy said. 

The headquarters Soldiers did a tremendous job of switching to combat operations 
on short notice, James said. 

"The 42nd Infantry Division has once again proven itself to be a shining example of 
American military excellence," James said. “Our Soldiers have demonstrated 
unwavering bravery, selflessness and dedication to our mission, and I couldn't be 
prouder to lead such an exceptional team. 



Among their accomplishments was overseeing the targeting of the Army’s new 
Precision Strike Missile against Iranian targets, James said. This new missile is fired 
from the battle-tested High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, or HIMARS, launching 
system, but it has a range of more than 300 miles. 

“The firing of the first precision missile in combat is a testament to our division's 
ability to adapt and innovate in the face of adversity,” James said. 

Command Sgt. Major Arnold Reyes, the highest-ranking enlisted Soldier in the 
division, also praised the Soldiers for their adaptability. 

"The Soldiers of the 42nd Infantry Division have shown remarkable resilience and 
determination in the face of a challenging and dynamic operational environment. I am 
honored to serve alongside such a talented and dedicated group of warriors,” Reyes 
said. 

The 42nd Infantry Division is headquartered in Troy, New York and includes 5,500 
New York National Guard Soldiers as well as Soldiers from the National Guards of 
New Jersey, Vermont, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and several other states. 

The division was formed in 1917 when elements from 26 state National Guard units 
were combined into a single multi-state division to deploy quickly to France during 
World War I. Douglas MacArthur, who was then a colonel and later became a five-
star general, said the division would reach across America "like a rainbow," and the 
nickname stuck. 

In World War II, the "Rainbow Division" fought across southern Germany, capturing 
the cities of Wurzburg, Nuremberg and Munich and liberating the Dachau 
concentration camp. 

The division became part of the New York National Guard in 1947. Soldiers from the 
42nd Infantry Division responded in the wake of the 9/11 attacks in New York City. 

The division headquarters and major support elements deployed to Iraq in 2005 to 
lead Task Force Liberty, marking the first time National Guard headquarters had 
gone to war since 1953. Rainbow Soldiers also fought in Afghanistan. 

The division headquarters also deployed to the Central Command area in the Middle 
East in 2020 to lead Task Force Spartan. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Overseas-Operations/Article/4527657/last-ny-
guardsmen-return-home-from-operation-epic-fury/ 
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New York Army National Guard Band will play free patriotic concerts in 
Buffalo, Niagara Falls & Lewiston  

Niagara Frontier Publications, June 26, 2026: 
 

The New York Army National Guard's 42nd Infantry Division “Rainbow Band” will 
mark the 250th anniversary of American independence with eight patriotic concerts 
being held across New York. 

The 90-minute concerts by the 23-soldier band feature patriotic marches like "The 
Stars and Stripes Forever" and "Over There." 

The band's smaller groups, The Bear Mountain Brass and the Governor's Own Brass 
Quintet, will be playing tunes that reflect American history and culture. These include 
“Star Wars,” the "Revolutionary War Medley" and “Sweet Dreams.” 

Local performances include: 

•June 27, the Buffalo Canalside Boardwalk State in Buffalo at 4 p.m. 

•June 28, the Niagara Falls Visitor Center at 11 a.m. 

•June 29, the Alphonso I. Dimino Memorial Bandshell in Academy Park in Lewiston 
at 7 p.m. 

The 42nd Infantry Division Band, nicknamed the “Rainbow Band” because the 42nd 
Infantry Division is the "Rainbow Division," was constituted in 1943 when the 42nd 
Infantry Division was reactivated for World War II. The band can trace its roots back 
to New York militia bands created in the 19th Century. 

The band is based at Camp Smith Training Site in Cortlandt Manor and serves as a 
musical ambassador for the 42nd Infantry Division and the New York Army National 
Guard. It conducts an annual concert tour, performs at military events, and marches 
in the annual St. Patrick's Day Parade in New York City each year. 

The band is commanded and led by Chief Warrant Officer 2 Ethan Wagner. 

Each member of the band is a trained soldier. In 2004 and 2005, the band was 
mobilized and deployed to Tikrit, Iraq, where band members performed security 
duties when they were not entertaining soldiers. 

https://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2026/06/26/166442/celebrating-july-
4-america-250 
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Dedicated Staten Island veteran earns significant promotion after 20 
years of service  

Staten Island Advance, June 28 2026: 
 

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. — A Port Richmond veteran with combat deployments to Iraq 
and Afghanistan was promoted to Chief Warrant Officer 4 in the New York Army 
National Guard during a ceremony at Camp Smith near Peekskill on June 25. 

Carlos Perez, 41, who currently serves as the warrant officer strength manager for 
the New York Army National Guard’s Recruiting and Retention Battalion, received 
recognition for more than two decades of military service that began when he 
enlisted in August 2002. 

Lt. Col. John Harder, commander of the Recruiting and RetentionBattalion, praised 
Perez during the ceremony for his dedication to filling warrant officer positions. 
Harder described Perez as “someone truly special in our formation.” 

“It takes a lot of time and energy and patience to work with each of those individuals, 
and we are super proud of Carlos today,” Harder said. 

Warrant officers serve as technical specialists positioned between enlisted personnel 
and commissioned officers in the Army’s rank structure. 

During his remarks, Perez acknowledged his wife, Cynthia, and their three children, 
Kaitlynn, Karlie and Christian, for supporting him throughout his military career. 

“Thank you for all your sacrifices in my career while you somehow juggle working a 
full-time job and raising our three amazing children; I love you very much,” Perez told 
his wife. 

Perez’s military career began with training as a fire support specialist at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma. He spent the following years developing expertise in field artillery, serving 
in various field artillery leadership roles, including target acquisition platoon leader, 
counterfire officer and targeting officer. 

He also participated in Joint Task Force Empire Shield, the New York National 
Guard’s security force in New York City. 

His deployment history includes Iraq in 2004, Afghanistan in 2012 and the Middle 
East in 2020 as part of Task Force Spartan Shield, which included stops in Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. 



His military decorations include the Afghanistan and Iraq Campaign Medals, the 
Meritorious Unit Commendation, the Army Commendation Medal and the Combat 
Action Badge. 

Perez holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice from St. John’s 
University in Queens. 

 https://www.silive.com/news/2026/06/staten-island-veteran-earns-promotion-to-
chief-warrant-officer-4-after-20-years-of-service.html 
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