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For Information 

Trump Once Vowed to ‘Own’ Greenland. He Settled for Something Much 
Less.  

New York Times, Sept. 22,2026: 
 

President Trump signed a Greenland security deal that falls well short of his 
demands to turn the island into a U.S. territory. 

Note: This item is included for your informtion. 

In January, President Trump was clear about his need to take over all of Greenland, 
and to make it American territory. “That’s what I feel is psychologically needed for 
success,” he said. “Ownership gives you things and elements that you can’t get from 
just signing a document, that you can have a base.” 

 On Tuesday, he signed a document that paves the way to expanding the U.S. 
military presence on the island, opening new bases. But it explicitly stops short of 
conveying any territory to the United States. And no one — especially Denmark, 
which governs the vast but mostly empty space — wanted to emphasize that point, 
for fear that Mr. Trump might renounce the agreement he had just hailed as 
“tremendous for Europe and for the United States.” 

 For Mr. Trump, it was a major retreat. He first raised the possibility of buying 
Greenland during his first term, and never let go of the idea. Even before he was 
inaugurated, he was making a national security case for making the territory part of 
the United States, acutely aware that, if he could get it, it would be an acquisition on 
the scale of President Thomas Jefferson’s Louisiana Purchase. 

 And few issues did more to galvanize European allies against the Trump 
administration, especially once they feared that he might make a military move 
against a NATO ally. There is no evidence he ever seriously considered that step. 
But that did nothing to alleviate the fears. 

Diplomats involved in the process of drafting the 10-page agreement released on 
Tuesday said they spent months on the language — and then waited for what they 
hoped would be the right moment to present it to Mr. Trump. And even then they 
were nervous, acutely aware that after the United States signed an agreement on 
nuclear energy with Saudi Arabia over the summer, Mr. Trump announced, the next 
day, that he was changing key terms. 



 The diplomats spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive negotiations. 

 Whether Mr. Trump has permanently dropped his insistence on owning Greenland is 
anyone’s guess, the diplomats concede. But their hope was to give him enough to 
boast about, even if many of the provisions were implicit in the 1951 agreement and 
its successors. 

 Mikkel Runge Olesen, a researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies, 
described the final document, which was released on Tuesday, as only a moderate 
improvement for the United States, achieved at considerable political cost. 

“It is an extraordinarily high price to pay for relatively limited changes,” he said, 
maintaining that Mr. Trump’s threats did lasting damage to relations with Denmark, 
Greenland and Europe. 

 The 1951 accord essentially gave the United States the right to build bases across 
Greenland, and at the height of the Cold War there were more than a dozen. At one 
point there was even a plan for an under-the-ice nuclear weapons base. But 
expense, and then the end of the Cold War, led to the abandonment of many of the 
facilities. Vice President JD Vance visited one of the remaining ones, Pituffik Space 
Base, in March 2025, declaring that the United States had to “wake up” to China’s 
and Russia’s designs on the island. 

“We can’t just bury our head in the sand,” he said, “or, in Greenland, bury our head in 
the snow.” 

 Mr. Vance’s visit touched off even more concern about American intentions. But in 
recent days, the reactions to the accord have been broadly positive in Denmark and 
Greenland. 

 For Naaja Nathanielsen, a member of the Danish Parliament and part of 
Greenland’s left-leaning pro-independent party, the most significant part of the 
agreement is the signature page: For the first time, Greenland, alongside Denmark, 
is a direct signatory of a legally binding international agreement. That was a huge win 
for Greenland’s population, which has always felt marginalized, constantly debating 
whether Denmark had its best interests in mind. 

 “This is the first time we have actually had a seat at the table,” Ms. Nathanielsen 
said. “That is something we are proud of,” one that she thinks will set a precedent for 
greater Greenlandic autonomy in foreign policy. 

 One key change in the new document is an explicit description of how Greenland 
would be bound by the terms of the accord even if it became independent of 
Denmark. 



 “In case Greenland exercises its right to self-determination to become independent, 
the government of the Kingdom of Denmark and the government of Greenland shall 
together ensure that the independent Greenlandic state will agree to remain in 
NATO,” the document says. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/22/us/politics/trump-greenland-denmark-
agreement.html 
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Greenland deal could open 2 additional sites to US military  

Stars and Stripes, Sept. 22, 2026 : 
 

Note: the 109th Airlift Wing operates in Greenland.  

The United States would gain access to two more military locations in Greenland 
under an agreement signed Tuesday, potentially expanding the Pentagon’s presence 
on the strategic Arctic island. 

Narsarsuaq in southern Greenland and Mestersvig on the island’s eastern coast 
would be opened for U.S. military use, Reuters reported this week, citing three 
people familiar with the agreement. The U.S. currently operates out of Pituffik Space 
Base in northwestern Greenland. 

The new agreement comes as NATO increases its focus on defending the Arctic 
amid concerns about Russian military activity in the High North and growing maritime 
traffic in an area where melting ice is opening new sea routes. 

A White House official told Reuters that the arrangement would strengthen the 
security of both the United States and Greenland. 

The agreement, finalized on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in New York, 
would bring Greenland more firmly under NATO’s framework while giving 
Washington additional access, according to Reuters. 

Narsarsuaq has a long connection to the U.S. military. American forces established a 
base there, known at the time as Bluie West One, during World War II. The airfield 
became an important stopover for aircraft moving between North America and 
Europe. 

The United States has had extensive access to military locations in Greenland going 
back to the early days of the Cold War, when thousands of American forces operated 
on the island. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/22/us/politics/trump-greenland-denmark-agreement.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/22/us/politics/trump-greenland-denmark-agreement.html


The U.S. steadily cut back troop levels over the years. Today, about 200 U.S. troops 
are stationed at Pituffik, which supports missile warning, missile defense and space 
surveillance missions. 

During President Donald Trump’s second term, he has made the island’s status a 
major security focal point. 

Trump has repeatedly said the U.S. should control the semiautonomous Danish 
territory, at times refusing to rule out using military or economic force to acquire it. He 
has also threatened to pull U.S. forces out of Europe if Washington wasn’t given 
more control of Greenland. 

Last week, Trump announced that a breakthrough had been reached in negotiations 
with Denmark that addressed U.S. security concerns. 

The deal will give the United States “the complete ability to do what is necessary in 
Greenland” to provide security, Trump said on his Truth Social site Friday. 

https://www.stripes.com/theaters/europe/2026-09-22/greenland-base-deal-
22926968.html Source - 
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Valiant Wins $260M Army National Guard Mission Command Training 
Contract  

GovConWire, Sept. 24, 2026 : 
 

Note: This item is included for your information. 

Valiant will support Army National Guard mission command training nationwide for 
five years 

The $260M award covers exercises, simulation, C2 systems and scenario 
development 

Valiant has supported the Army National Guard’s MCTSP since 2018 

Valiant has secured a five-year, $260 million contract from Army Contracting 
Command-Orlando, covering the Army National Guard’s Mission Command Training 
Support Program, or MCTSP. 

 What Will Valiant Provide Under the MCTSP Contract? 

https://www.stripes.com/theaters/europe/2026-09-22/greenland-base-deal-22926968.html%20Source%20-
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/europe/2026-09-22/greenland-base-deal-22926968.html%20Source%20-


Valiant will support Guard units and soldiers nationwide through mission command 
training and exercises. The work includes leader development; staff planning; 
mission rehearsal exercises; Command and Control Information System support; and 
live, virtual and constructive simulations. Tasks involve developing scenarios, 
providing gaming and simulation support, managing communications and network 
services, and furnishing security and facility support. 

 The training program supports division-, brigade-, and battalion-level formations, as 
well as individual soldiers and smaller elements, to keep personnel ready for evolving 
operational demands. 

 How Does the MCTSP Award Build on Valiant’s Army National Guard Work? 

Valiant has supported MCTSP since 2018. CEO Daniel Simms said the company 
plans to draw on that experience to keep providing “realistic, mission-focused 
training” for Guard soldiers facing present and future challenges worldwide. 

 Simms, who became CEO in February after rejoining Valiant as chief operating 
officer, spent six years in the Maryland Army National Guard before moving to 
industry in 2007. 

 What Other Military Training Work Has Valiant Won? 

The Army award follows a five-year, $131 million contract Valiant secured earlier this 
month from the Naval Air Warfare Center Training Systems Division. Under that 
contract, the company will instruct Navy aviators, flight officers and aircrew at four 
Atlantic Fleet sites. In 2023, Valiant formed an advisory board of four retired Army 
officers to guide its military training market strategy. 

 Valiant employs 4,100 people. Its services span training, simulation and readiness, 
as well as logistics, intelligence, language support and contingency operations. GC 
Valiant owns the company. 

https://www.govconwire.com/articles/valiant-260m-army-national-guard-mission-
command-training-contract 
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Joint Task Force Empire Shield  

Hochul Highlights National Guard Security Efforts at Grand Central  

Utica Phoenix, Sept. 23, 2026 : 
 

https://www.govconwire.com/articles/valiant-260m-army-national-guard-mission-command-training-contract
https://www.govconwire.com/articles/valiant-260m-army-national-guard-mission-command-training-contract


Visit spotlights 1,050-member Empire Shield mission and state funding for 
security at major New York City transit hubs 

National Guard security at Grand Central Terminal was the focus of Gov. Kathy 
Hochul’s Sept. 21 visit to the major New York City transit hub, where she toured the 
Joint Task Force Empire Shield Mobile Command Center and met with New York 
National Guard members and Metropolitan Transportation Authority Police. The visit 
highlighted an ongoing state security mission that the governor’s office says now 
includes 1,050 service members assigned to protect major transportation hubs and 
commuter networks in the New York City area. 

 The announcement did not identify a specific new threat or a new deployment to 
Central New York. Instead, Hochul used the visit to emphasize continued support for 
the existing Empire Shield mission and the state personnel assigned to it. 

 “Today, I had the opportunity to thank our service members and law enforcement for 
the work they do to help protect one of the busiest transit hubs in the world,” Hochul 
said. “I am deeply grateful for their service and sacrifice.” 

 What Hochul highlighted at Grand Central 

According to the governor’s office, Hochul toured the Joint Task Force Empire Shield 
Mobile Command Center at Grand Central and thanked Guard members and MTA 
Police for their work. The administration said the state intends to maintain an 
enhanced security presence at major transit hubs and across commuter networks in 
New York City. 

 Joint Task Force Empire Shield security operations at Grand Central Terminal 

Joint Task Force Empire Shield operations at Grand Central Terminal during Gov. 
Kathy Hochul’s Sept. 21, 2026 visit. Photo: Susan Watts/Office of Governor Kathy 
Hochul. 

What is Joint Task Force Empire Shield? 

Joint Task Force Empire Shield, often shortened to JTF-ES, is a New York State 
military security mission created after the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. Its role 
includes helping protect major transportation hubs and other critical locations in the 
New York City area while supporting civilian law-enforcement agencies. 

 The task force was formed after the Sept. 11 attacks. 

It supports security at major transit and commuter hubs, including parts of the 
subway system. 

The governor’s office says 1,050 service members currently support the mission. 



The FY2026 state budget included an additional $45 million for the Empire Shield 
mission. 

The state describes the Guard’s role as a security and deterrence mission that works 
alongside law enforcement rather than replacing police. At Grand Central, Hochul 
appeared with personnel from both the National Guard and MTA Police. 

 State funding has expanded the mission 

The Hochul administration has increased state spending on transit security in recent 
budgets. The FY2026 enacted budget included an additional $45 million for Joint 
Task Force Empire Shield, with the stated goal of deterring and preventing terrorist 
activity in the New York City area, including at transit and commuter hubs. 

 The governor’s Sept. 21 release said that funding helped increase the number of 
service members supporting the mission to 1,050. That figure represents the 
administration’s current description of the force assigned to Empire Shield. 

 State officials have also paired the Guard presence with other security measures in 
recent years, including additional police patrols, station lighting, cameras and 
physical barriers in parts of the transit system. Those programs involve different 
agencies and funding streams, so the Guard deployment is only one part of the 
broader public-safety strategy. 

 What the announcement does — and does not — show 

The administration presents the visible Guard presence as a way to deter threats and 
support law enforcement. However, the Sept. 21 announcement does not provide 
independent data showing how much of any change in crime or security outcomes 
can be attributed specifically to the National Guard. It also does not announce a new 
emergency or identify a specific threat that prompted the Grand Central visit. 

 That distinction matters when evaluating public-safety announcements. A visible 
uniformed presence can be one part of a security strategy, but measuring its direct 
effect requires more than an official visit or funding figure. Crime trends, intelligence 
work, policing levels, ridership, cameras and other factors can all affect outcomes. 

 Why this matters to Central New York readers 

For Utica and Mohawk Valley residents, the immediate operational impact is limited 
because the Empire Shield mission highlighted in this announcement is centered on 
New York City. The release does not describe a new Guard deployment to Utica, 
Rome or other Central New York transportation hubs. 

 Still, the program is funded through the state budget, making it part of New York’s 
broader public-safety spending priorities. That makes the size, purpose and results of 



the mission relevant to taxpayers statewide, including residents of Oneida, Herkimer 
and Madison counties. 

 It also offers a useful reminder to separate statewide policy from local deployment. A 
state announcement may involve money and personnel drawn from statewide 
resources even when the day-to-day operation is concentrated in New York City. 

 A security mission with roots in 9/11 

Empire Shield has operated for more than two decades. The governor’s office says it 
was formed in the aftermath of the Sept. 11 attacks and remains responsible for 
helping protect major transportation networks and other high-profile locations in the 
New York City area. 

 Hochul’s Grand Central visit was therefore less about launching a new program than 
about reaffirming an existing one. The central questions going forward are how the 
state measures the mission’s effectiveness, how much it costs over time and whether 
future security needs change the number or location of Guard personnel assigned to 
the task. 

 Utica Phoenix will continue to track state public-safety spending and any 
developments that have a direct impact on Central New York. 

https://uticaphoenix.net/hochul-national-guard-security-grand-central/ 
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Keeping New Yorkers Safe: Governor Hochul Joins New York National 
Guard At Grand Central To Highlight Enhanced Security Efforts In Major 
Transit Hubs ( Video)  

Imprint.org, Sept. 21, 2026 : 
 

Governor Kathy Hochul visited Grand Central Terminal to tour the Joint Task Force 
Empire Shield (JTF-ES) Mobile Command Center and thank members of the 
National Guard and Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) Police for their continued 
efforts to keep New Yorkers safe. During the visit, Governor Hochul also highlighted 
her commitment to maintaining enhanced security efforts throughout major transit 
hubs and commuter networks across the city. 

“Today, I had the opportunity to thank our service members and law enforcement for 
the work they do to help protect one of the busiest transit hubs in the world,” 
Governor Hochul said. “I am deeply grateful for their service and sacrifice, and I will 

https://uticaphoenix.net/hochul-national-guard-security-grand-central/


continue to stand behind our National Guard and ensure that they have the 
resources and support they need to protect New Yorkers.” 

Joint Task Force-Empire Shield was formed in the aftermath of the September 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks, and serves as a security force partly responsible for the 
military defense of New York City. Every day, Joint Task Force-Empire Shield is 
protecting the major transportation hubs and networks assisting law enforcement, 
including the subway system. In last year’s budget, Governor Hochul added an 
additional $45 million for the National Guard’s Joint Task Force Empire Shield 
mission in an effort to continue to deter and prevent terrorist activity in the New York 
City area, including transit and commuter hubs, and increased the ranks of those 
deployed to 1,050 service members to support the mission. 

https://imprintent.org/keeping-new-yorkers-safe-governor-hochul-joins-new-york-
national-guard-at-grand-central-to-highlight-enhanced-security-efforts-in-major-
transit-hubs/ 
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Naval Militia  

Coast Guard Announces East River Security Restrictions  

Gloucester City News, Sept. 21, 2026 : 
 

NEW YORK — The Coast Guard, along with multiple partner agencies, are 
positioned to support maritime security operations for the 81st United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA) in New York City Tuesday through Monday. 

The 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly brings representatives 
from nearly 200 nations to the UN campus on New York’s East River. Months of 
planning go into the preparation for this unique event where representatives come 
together and work on a wide array of international issues. 

“As world leaders assemble for the 81st United Nations General Assembly, Coast 
Guard Sector New York is working in lockstep with our federal, state, and local 
partners to deliver seamless waterside security,” said Capt. Doreen McCarthy, 
commander of Coast Guard Sector New York and Captain of the Port of New York 
and New Jersey. “Safeguarding this critical National Special Security Event demands 
precision and layered coordination. Together with partners such as the US Secret 
Service, NYPD Harbor, FDNY, and regional law enforcement agencies, our priority 
remains clear: ensure the absolute safety of visiting delegations while keeping the 
Port of New York and New Jersey resilient, secure, and open for vital commerce.” 

https://imprintent.org/keeping-new-yorkers-safe-governor-hochul-joins-new-york-national-guard-at-grand-central-to-highlight-enhanced-security-efforts-in-major-transit-hubs/
https://imprintent.org/keeping-new-yorkers-safe-governor-hochul-joins-new-york-national-guard-at-grand-central-to-highlight-enhanced-security-efforts-in-major-transit-hubs/
https://imprintent.org/keeping-new-yorkers-safe-governor-hochul-joins-new-york-national-guard-at-grand-central-to-highlight-enhanced-security-efforts-in-major-transit-hubs/


The Coast Guard’s primary role during the assembly will be focused on port security 
and maintaining waterside security through the enforcement of waterside security 
zones. 

Supporting Coast Guard units include Sector New York, cutters Katherine Walker, 
William Chadwick, Penobscot Bay, and Bonito, boat stations New York, Sandy Hook 
and Kings Point, Air Stations Cape Cod and Atlantic City, various Maritime Safety 
and Security Teams, and Maritime Security Response Team East. 

Partner agencies include U.S. Secret Service, U.S. Department of State, NYPD, 
FDNY, NY Department of Environmental Conservation, and the New York Naval 
Militia. 

East River security zones are scheduled to begin Sept. 22nd and end Sept. 28th. 
The security zones encompass all waters of the East River between East 36th Street 
and the Queensboro/59th Street Bridge. Exact closure periods will be broadcast daily 
by Coast Guard Sector New York and Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) New York. For 
additional information, it is recommended that mariners reference the Coast Guard 
United Nations General Assembly 81: Security Zones Marine Safety Information 
Bulletin (MSIB) 26-010. 

https://gloucestercitynews.net/2026/09/coast-guard-announces-east-river-security-
restrictions/ 
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New York Air National Guard 

Pittsfield Man Promoted to National Guard Senior Airman  

Iberkshires.com, Sept. 23, 2026 : 
 

LATHAM, N.Y. — Air Force Maj. Gen. Gary Charlton, the commander of the New 
York Air National Guard, announced the recent promotion of members of the New 
York Air National Guard in recognition of their capability for additional responsibility 
and leadership. 

Jamisen Hotujec of Pittsfield, Mass., and assigned to the 109th Airlift Wing, received 
a promotion July 1, 2026, to the rank of senior airman. 

Air National Guard promotions are based on an airman's overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential.  

https://gloucestercitynews.net/2026/09/coast-guard-announces-east-river-security-restrictions/
https://gloucestercitynews.net/2026/09/coast-guard-announces-east-river-security-restrictions/


These promotions recognize the best qualified airmen for a career in the New York 
Air National Guard, according to Charlton. 

 Air National Guard citizen airmen who serve our state and nation are eligible for 
monthly pay, educational benefits (from the state and federal government), travel 
across the globe, technical and leadership training, health and dental insurance and 
contributions towards retirement programs similar to a 401(k). 

More information about the New York Air National Guard here. 

https://www.iberkshires.com/story/83966/Pittsfield-Man-Promoted-to-National-Guard-
Senior-Airman.html 
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Sheridan National Guard Airman receives new rank, new responsibilities  

Hamilton County Reporter, Sept. 23, 2026 : 
 

Air Force Major General Gary Charlton, the commander of the New York Air National 
Guard, announced the recent promotion of members of the New York Air National 
Guard in recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership. 

John Baccino, Sheridan, who is assigned to the 174th Attack Wing, received a 
promotion on July 27, 2026, to the rank of staff sergeant. 

Air National Guard promotions are based on a Airman’s overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism, and future development potential. 

These promotions recognize the best qualified Airmen for a career in the New York 
Air National Guard, according to Charlton. 

Air National Guard Citizen Airmen who serve their state and nation are eligible for 
monthly pay, educational benefits (from the state and federal government), travel 
across the globe, technical and leadership training, health and dental insurance and 
contributions towards retirement programs similar to a 401(k). 

For more information about the New York Air National Guard or contact a recruiter, 
visit dmna.ny.gov/ang. 

https://readthereporter.com/sheridan-national-guard-airman-receives-new-rank-new-
responsibilities/ 
 

https://www.iberkshires.com/story/83966/Pittsfield-Man-Promoted-to-National-Guard-Senior-Airman.html
https://www.iberkshires.com/story/83966/Pittsfield-Man-Promoted-to-National-Guard-Senior-Airman.html
https://readthereporter.com/sheridan-national-guard-airman-receives-new-rank-new-responsibilities/
https://readthereporter.com/sheridan-national-guard-airman-receives-new-rank-new-responsibilities/


Return to top  

 

Civil Air Patrol members conduct training exercise at Hancock National 
Guard base  

CNYCentral, Sept. 21, 2026 : 
 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Syracuse Hancock Field Air National Guard Base performed an 
Incident Management Team (IMT) training workshop this past Saturday, Sept. 20 and 
Sunday, Sept. 21 with members from Civil Air Patrol (CAP). 

 Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, provides emergency 
services, aerospace education and cadet programs throughout the United States. 
New York Wing members regularly support missions including search and rescue, 
disaster relief, communications and other emergency-services activities in 
coordination with federal, state and local agencies. 

 The training exercise was an opportunity for CAP members with varying skills to 
strengthen their emergency-response coordination. 

 Twenty-four members of Civil Air Patrol from across New York came together for the 
two-day event to work within their respective specialties and to complete training 
exercises meant to mock operational incidents that may occur in the field. 

 Saturday's training consisted of practical lessons aligned with the members' 
respective specialties. On Sunday, despite the inclement weather, now-trained 
members transitioned to a hands-on operational environment to apply the previous 
day's lessons to simulated emergency-service activity. 

 The training scenarios conducted were simulated Search and Resue (SAR) and 
Urban Direction Finding (UDF) missions. 

 Colonel William Martin, Incident Commander of the exercise said: 

 Incident Management Team training is about developing the people and processes 
necessary to effectively coordinate a complex emergency response. These members 
come from across the state, bring different experiences and specialties to the team, 
and spend the weekend learning how to operate together as one cohesive 
organization. 

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/civil-air-patrol-training-exercise-national-guard-air-
base-search-and-rescue-urban-direction-finding-sar-udf-missions 

https://cnycentral.com/news/local/civil-air-patrol-training-exercise-national-guard-air-base-search-and-rescue-urban-direction-finding-sar-udf-missions
https://cnycentral.com/news/local/civil-air-patrol-training-exercise-national-guard-air-base-search-and-rescue-urban-direction-finding-sar-udf-missions
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Airmen can’t get enough of new, warlike basic training, leaders say  

Air Force Times, Sept. 21, 2026 : 
 

About six months after rolling out a tougher, more combat-centric, entry-level U.S. Air 
Force training program, leaders of the change say they have one big concern: that 
follow-on training will let trainees’ new skill sets go to waste. 

Col. Kellie Courtland, commander of the 37th Training Wing out of Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, said the Air Force’s Basic Military Training Next’s evolution, now in 
version BMT 3.0, is turning fledgling airmen into strategists by orienting them to the 
fight earlier on. 

“Everybody’s into BMT Next. We can create you the best air-minded badass warrior 
you’ve ever seen, but that is of no value if when they get to tech training, it’s lost 
there, and those things are not continued … or you get out to your first 
operationalized unit, and that fire you’ve got burning, all those skills you learned, 
everything that you saw is lost at that doorstep because nobody keeps it going,” 
Courtland said. “So we have to pull that thread all the way through into the 
operational Air Force, or it’s lost right at our doorstep.” 

“It used to be, [trainees] would ask you those very simple questions about, you know, 
when will I get to fly home and see my parents next,” she continued. “Now it’s the 
really tough questions … ‘Ma’am, if they’re targeting us so closely and we’re actually 
hunted but there when we go out and deploy, how do we work through that? What 
tools are we going to have for that?’” 

BMT 3.0, which did a partial launch in April, purports to put trainees in closer touch 
with combat conditions, giving them, for example, the opportunity to touch, load and 
rearm an F-16 Fighting Falcon — a chance they previously wouldn’t have until follow-
on technical training. 

A new air training range at San Antonio-Lackland will include two C-130 Hercules 
aircraft and space to perform exercises focused on “defend, operate, generate, 
sustain,” Cortland said, with the full range expected to be nearly complete by the end 
of 2027. 

But Courtland and her senior enlisted advisor, Chief Master Sgt. Caleb Vaden, 
emphasized that the core of the amped-up training wasn’t just about getting closer to 
combat airframes and operations. They are also stressing the airmen more in 
situations akin to combat operational tempo. 



“We’ve got some sleep deprivation involved, so they’re built to endure at the 
foundational level, and then integrated to win,” Vaden said. “They know how it is to 
integrate as a team, read a mission order, execute that order, debrief that order, 
troops leading procedures — all those foundational things that should happen in 
Basic are now happening.” 

 Despite the added intensity, though, Courtland said the course hasn’t seen higher 
trainee attrition rates compared to the legacy program. 

 “People want this,” she said. “They like that connection to the mission and what 
they’re going to do, and I think they’re motivated by the success of others, too. 
Watching their teammates get involved in this, and being excited about this and 
being ready for this, and just that ability to go out there and touch and feel the 
mission instead of … folding clothes up in the dormitory, is massive for what they get 
to do.” 

 Leaders are still working, Cortland and Vaden said, to develop the right kind of 
training for the military training instructors so they can deliver the rigor and the 
combat focus the new program calls for. 

But Courtland said more prospective instructors are now “knocking at the door.” 
Maintainers and support personnel who previously weren’t interested in an MTI role 
are now applying, she said, because of the increased emphasis on operational 
requirements. 

Now, Courtland said, she wants the home station units that receive newly trained 
airmen to keep challenging them and encouraging the combat-focused mindset so 
the benefits of the changes don’t get lost. 

While the changes to BMT might not be fully complete until the early 2030s, 
Courtland said, officers are already asking about incorporating similar combat-
focused updates to Officer Training School. And that’s a real possibility, she added, 
though the decision is ultimately up to “the powers that be.” 

“Everybody has heard that, and that feedback is out there,” she said. “But it’s good, 
because it shows people want that. They know it’s the right time. They understand 
the environment’s change, and with that, we have to change. And that starts with 
training.” 

https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2026/09/21/airmen-cant-get-
enough-of-new-warlike-basic-training-leaders-say/ 
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Skaneateles Air national Guard member receives promotion  
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Press Observer, Sept. 23, 2026 : 
 

Air Force Major General Gary Charlton, the commander of the New York Air National 
Guard, announced the recent promotion of members of the New York Air National 
Guard in recognition of their capability for additional responsibility and leadership. 

Lauren Weidner from Skaneateles and assigned to the 174th Attack Wing, received a 
promotion July 16, 2026 to the rank of airman. 

Air National Guard promotions are based on a Airman's overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential. 

These promotions recognize the best qualified Airmen for a career in the New York 
Air National Guard, according to Charlton. 

Air National Guard Citizen Airmen who serve our state and nation are eligible for 
monthly pay, educational benefits (from the state and federal government), travel 
across the globe, technical and leadership training, health and dental insurance and 
contributions towards retirement programs similar to a 401(k). 

For more information about the New York Air National Guard or contact a recruiter, 
visit dmna.ny.gov/ang/. 

 The New York National Guard (New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs) 
is the state's executive agency responsible to the Governor for managing New York's 
Military Forces, which consists of nearly 20,000 members of the New York Army 
National Guard, the New York Air National Guard, the New York Naval Militia and the 
New York Guard. 

https://www.eaglenewsonline.com/press_observer/skaneateles-air-national-guard-
member-receives-promotion/article_32f5a8fb-e882-4700-835c-6014c20b70b9.html 
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East Hanover Airman Promoted to Major in New York Air National Guard  

Morris County Focus, Sept. 23, 2026 : 
 

EAST HANOVER — Nicholas Evans assigned to the New York Air National Guard’s 
105th Airlift Wing, was promoted to the rank of major on July 29. 

Air Force Major General Gary Charlton, commander of the New York Air National 
Guard, recognized the recent promotions of members of the New York Air National 
Guard for their capability for additional responsibility and leadership. 

https://www.eaglenewsonline.com/press_observer/skaneateles-air-national-guard-member-receives-promotion/article_32f5a8fb-e882-4700-835c-6014c20b70b9.html
https://www.eaglenewsonline.com/press_observer/skaneateles-air-national-guard-member-receives-promotion/article_32f5a8fb-e882-4700-835c-6014c20b70b9.html


Air National Guard promotions are based on an Airman’s overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abilities, professionalism and future development potential. 

These promotions recognize the best qualified Airmen for a career in the New York Air 
National Guard, according to Charlton. 

Air National Guard Citizen Airmen who serve the state and nation are eligible for 
monthly pay, educational benefits from the state and federal government, travel across 
the globe, technical and leadership training, health and dental insurance, and 
contributions toward retirement programs similar to a 401(k). 

For more information about the New York Air National Guard or to contact a recruiter, 
visit dmna.ny.gov/ang. 

https://morrisfocus.com/2026/09/23/east-hanover-airman-promoted-to-major-in-new-
york-air-national-guard/ 
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New York Army National Guard  

New York Guard Sharpens Readiness in Training Exercise  

Federal NewsWire, Sept. 21, 2026 : 
 

New York Army National Guard units participated in Operation Sustain Thunder, a 
training exercise designed to strengthen unit capabilities and maintain readiness for 
both domestic emergencies and overseas deployments, on Sept. 20. 

The operation is described as a domestic readiness activity, though the Army did not 
publicly release the specific location, participating unit designations or the scope of 
the exercise, according to an Army news release. 

The exercise reflects the National Guard’s continuing emphasis on structured training 
cycles that prepare soldiers to respond to a range of scenarios. Guard units operate 
under a dual mission: they serve their home state governor during natural disasters, 
civil emergencies and other domestic events, and they deploy overseas under 
federal authority when called upon by the president. 

The training comes as Congress and the Pentagon continue to debate National 
Guard force structure and the legal authorities governing Guard deployments. Under 
Title 32 of the U.S. Code, Guard members serve under state control with federal 
funding. Under Title 10, they are federalized and fall under Defense Department 

https://morrisfocus.com/2026/09/23/east-hanover-airman-promoted-to-major-in-new-york-air-national-guard/
https://morrisfocus.com/2026/09/23/east-hanover-airman-promoted-to-major-in-new-york-air-national-guard/


command — a distinction with significant implications for pay, benefits and legal 
protections. 

New York’s National Guard is among the largest in the nation, with units that have 
deployed repeatedly to combat zones in the Middle East and supported domestic 
operations including hurricane response, border security and pandemic support. 

Readiness exercises like Operation Sustain Thunder serve as leading indicators of 
Guard deployment posture heading into the fall review cycle, when the Defense 
Department assesses which units are trained and equipped for potential mobilization. 
The results feed into broader Pentagon force-generation models that determine how 
quickly Guard units can augment the active-duty military if needed. 

The National Guard Bureau, which coordinates policy and resources for Guard units 
in all 50 states, three territories and the District of Columbia, did not issue a separate 
statement on the exercise. 

https://thefederalnewswire.com/new-york-guard-sharpens-readiness-in-training-
exercise/ 
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Gay Congressional Candidate Refuses To Be Ashamed Of Fetish Model 
Past After Attacks From Conservatives—And We're Cheering  

Comicsand.com, Sept. 22, 2026 : 
 

New York Democratic Congressional candidate Chris Gallant spoke out to 
defend his past modeling of fetish gear in a powerful viral video after attacks 
from conservatives. 

 Openly gay New York congressional candidate Chris Gallant is a Black Hawk 
helicopter pilot in the New York Army National Guard and volunteer firefighter on 
Long Island. He was an air traffic controller with the Federal Aviation Administration 
and served in a union leadership role with the National Air Traffic Controllers 
Association. 

But he is being attacked for another job he once had. 

Gallant modeled for historic San Francisco-based retailer Mr. S Leather more than 15 
years ago. Gallant's photos are no longer on the company's website, but internet 
archives show they were online from the time they were taken in 2011, when Gallant 
was 22 years old, up until 2020. 

https://thefederalnewswire.com/new-york-guard-sharpens-readiness-in-training-exercise/
https://thefederalnewswire.com/new-york-guard-sharpens-readiness-in-training-exercise/


Mr. S Leather sells a wide array of custom clothing, gear, and lifestyle products for 
adults, primarily in support of the leather and BDSM communities. Gallant posed for 
photos wearing white boxer briefs while modeling a leather collar and a leather 
harness. 

The original store was founded in June 1979 by English immigrants Alan Selby and 
his partner Peter Jacklin. After losing Jacklin to AIDS in 1987, Selby, nicknamed The 
Mayor of Folsom Street, became an important figure in San Francisco's queer and 
leather communities and co-founded the San Francisco AIDS Emergency Fund, 
personally raising over a million dollars before his death in 2004. 

The company remains the largest fetish and leather retailer in San Francisco. It also 
supports U.S. manufacturing by producing roughly 95% of its leather and latex items 
in local California workshops. 

While no nudity was involved, Rupert Murdoch's tabloid paper the New York Post ran 
a story about Gallant's one-time modeling gig, claiming the photos were "XXX-rated." 

Other right-wing media, conservative pundits, MAGA influencers, and Republican 
politicians jumped to sensationalize the story, trying to make the photos seem more 
salacious than they are—despite being no more revealing than a standard Times 
Square underwear ad. 

Rather than sidestepping the attacks, Gallant addressed it directly in a video 
message on his social media, saying: 

"By now, you've probably seen the stories and the pictures, but let's be clear about 
what this is. This is a coordinated political hit meant to drive me out of the race, and 
this represents everything that is wrong with our politics today." 

"The establishment is clinging to power, mudslinging as a means of skirting 
accountability at the ballot box. Look, I am very proud of who I am, and I won't be 
shamed into silence, and I won't allow my private life to be distorted and weaponized 
against me." 

He continued: 

 "I am not a politician, actually, far from it. But I've been fighting for this country since 
I first enlisted in the Army at 17 years old." 

"I wasn't scared flying Black Hawk helicopters in the Middle East. And I sure as hell 
won't let some pictures from my past scare me out of this race." 

"So hear me when I say this: I'm in this to win. I've never been one to back down 
from a challenge, and I'm not backing down now. Thank you for all of the ongoing 
support that we've received." 



https://www.comicsands.com/gallant-response-fetish-model 
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Hundreds of N.Y. Army National Guard soldiers assigned to the 42nd 
Infantry recently returned home from a more than yearlong deployment 
to the Middle East, which coincided with combat operations launched 
against Iran.  

Spectrum News Central NY, Sept. 22, 2026 : 
Sep 25, 2026 

Hundreds of N.Y. Army National Guard soldiers assigned to the 42nd Infantry 
recently returned home from a more than yearlong deployment to the Middle East, 
which coincided with combat operations launched against Iran. LTC Philip Diaz from 
Buffalo discussed his tour of duty. 

 https://www.facebook.com/SpectrumNews1CNY/videos/hundreds-of-ny-army-
national-guard-soldiers-assigned-to-the-42nd-infantry-recent/1058857780313330/ 
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New York, Massachusetts Guard Soldiers Compete in Logan-Duffy Rifle 
Match  

NationalGuard,mil, By Sgt. 1st Class Sebastian Rothwyn, New York National Guard, Sept. 23, 
2026: 
 

WEST POINT, N.Y. – Twelve National Guard Soldiers representing New York and 
Massachusetts took to the firing line Sept. 18 at the United States Military Academy for the 
annual Logan-Duffy Rifle Match, a friendly marksmanship competition between the two 
battalions. 

The Massachusetts Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 182nd Infantry Regiment won this 
year’s match, returning the coveted five-gallon silver Logan-Duffy Cup to Massachusetts after a 
day of competition against the New York Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry 
Regiment. 

The annual event dates to June 1936 during the 75th anniversary celebration of what was then 
the 101st Infantry – the predecessor of the 182nd. Col. Francis Logan of the 101st proposed an 
annual rifle match to Col. Alexander Anderson, the commander of New York’s 165th Infantry – 
the designation given to the 69th Infantry during World War I – to foster marksmanship and 
camaraderie. 

https://www.comicsands.com/gallant-response-fetish-model
https://www.facebook.com/SpectrumNews1CNY/videos/hundreds-of-ny-army-national-guard-soldiers-assigned-to-the-42nd-infantry-recent/1058857780313330/
https://www.facebook.com/SpectrumNews1CNY/videos/hundreds-of-ny-army-national-guard-soldiers-assigned-to-the-42nd-infantry-recent/1058857780313330/


The match and the trophy are named for Brig. Gen. Lawrence Logan and Brig. Gen. Edward 
Duffy, who commanded the two regiments during the Spanish-American War. Logan commanded 
the Massachusetts unit, and Duffy led the 69th Infantry. 

Individual honors were split evenly between both states, with Sgt. 1st Class Sonny Rodriguez of 
the 182nd Infantry earning the top shot award for Massachusetts. Sgt. Peter Pena of the 69th 
Infantry claimed the top shot honor for New York. Both marksmen were recognized during an 
evening awards banquet hosted by the 69th Infantry at the West Point Club overlooking the 
Hudson River. 

The competition tested foundational shooting skills without modern optical sights. The Soldiers 
fired standard-issue M4 carbines equipped only with iron sights. The six-man squads engaged 
targets from 200 yards in the prone, standing and sitting positions. 

To ensure an authentic test of individual marksmanship, team captains restricted coaching on the 
firing line. Each squad was permitted a single spotting scope, which was reserved exclusively for 
rare instances when a shot fell significantly off-target. 

The day began with the battalion commanders marching onto the range to bagpipe music. New 
York’s Lt. Col. Andrew Prior and Massachusetts’ Lt. Col. Michael Lutkevich then took positions on 
the firing line together to discharge ceremonial first shots downrange, officially launching the 
contest. 

Col. Mathew Kilgore, commander of the Troy-based 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 
delivered opening remarks highlighting the match’s storied lineage and noting his personal history 
and ties to the Military Academy. 

Massachusetts team captain Sgt. John Field said his squad entered the contest with high 
expectations and a focused drive after dedicating considerable time to practice. 

The relationship between the 69th Infantry and the 182nd Infantry began during the Civil War, 
according to Capt. Joseph Alleva, the assistant operations officer for the 69th. In July 1861, the 
commander of the 69th, Col. Michael Corcoran, paid a visit to Col. Thomas Cass, the commander 
of what was then the 9th Massachusetts Regiment at nearby Fort Cass. Both militia units were 
composed of Irish-American immigrants. 

A 1936 agreement drawn up by the regimental commanders at the time specifies that the silver 
bowl and matching tray that serve as the trophy are owned by both units. The document also 
specifies that the winner of the last shooting match holds the bowl. 

The inaugural match was held Oct. 12, 1936, at Camp Curtis Guild in Reading, Massachusetts, 
with the 101st claiming the first victory. In 1937, the 69th Infantry won the trophy. 

The competition was suspended in 1940 when both units were mobilized and went on to fight in 
World War II. The matches were reinstated in 1958 and ran until 1996, when the 101st was 
merged into the 1st Battalion, 182nd Infantry. The matches were reinstated, and then halted 
again after Sept. 11, 2001, when both battalions went to war again. The competition resumed, 
uninterrupted, in 2010. 



https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4609484/new-york-massachusetts-

guard-soldiers-compete-in-logan-duffy-rifle-match/ 
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New York Army Guard aviators train for wildfire response  

Army.mil, Sept. 22, 2026 : 
 

SCHUYLERVILLE, N.Y. – New York Army National Guard UH-60M Black Hawk 
helicopter crews honed their wildfire response skills with massive filled Water 
Buckets over the Hudson River north of Albany Sept. 18. 

Nineteen aviators practiced lifting 560 gallons of water from the river and dropping it 
on simulated targets downstream. 

The Army aircrews, based at the Army Aviation Support Facility at Albany 
International Airport in Latham, teamed with six New York Department of 
Environmental Conservation forest rangers for the training. 

During an actual firefighting mission, National Guard aircrews work with the rangers. 

A ranger in the helicopter communicates with a ranger on the ground to move the 
aircraft into the proper position, said Col. Paul Bailie, commander of the 42nd 
Combat Aviation Brigade and state Army aviation officer. 

“We have been doing this training with the New York Army National Guard since 
2023,” said Forest Ranger Lt. John Gullen. “We try to do it annually, and this 
happens to be our second time this year.” 

“We absolutely love cross-training with the Army National Guard; they have 
phenomenal crew chiefs and pilots,” he added. 

The rangers and Army aviators used Garnsey’s Airport, a grass runway in 
Schuylerville, as their base of operations. 

Helicopter crews and rangers trained to drop water from 560-gallon water buckets, 
the trademarked name for the collapsible water containers suspended beneath the 
helicopters. 

Each spring and fall, Army National Guard helicopter crew members and 
maintenance personnel retrain on attaching the buckets to Black Hawk helicopters 
before practicing water pickups and drops. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4609484/new-york-massachusetts-guard-soldiers-compete-in-logan-duffy-rifle-match/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4609484/new-york-massachusetts-guard-soldiers-compete-in-logan-duffy-rifle-match/


“We do two iterations of training in the spring and fall. All the rangers that will be on 
the ground fighting forest fires with us are here training with us today,” Bailie said. 

“We work together now so we know how to operate when there is an emergency. 
The rangers are a great asset and the capabilities they bring to the table are huge,” 
Bailie added. 

The training is necessary because a bucket filled with water weighs more than two 
tons, requiring pilots to practice flying safely with the additional weight suspended 
beneath the aircraft, Bailie explained. 

The New York Army National Guard employs helicopter firefighting equipment when 
local agencies request support through the New York State Department of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Services. 

The last time New York Army and Air National Guard aircrews deployed to fight fires 
was on Long Island March 8, 2025. A fire that started in a backyard barbecue burned 
600 acres. 

Three New York Army National Guard Black Hawks made 43 bucket drops, with 
each crew flying for three hours and dropping a combined 28,380 gallons of water. 

Meanwhile, a New York Air National Guard HH-60W rescue helicopter made 28 
bucket drops, putting 14,100 gallons of water on the blaze. 

New York Army National Guard aviators from Long Island and Rochester also 
conducted fire bucket training Sept. 16-18. The Long Island aircrews used Crestview 
Lake in Newburgh for their training, while Rochester aviators trained at Hamlin Beach 
on Lake Ontario. 

The forest rangers lead fire response by assessing and managing firefighting 
operations, Gullen explained. The training ensures rangers understand the 
capabilities of Army National Guard helicopters. 

The rangers serve as experts who bridge the gap between firefighters on the ground 
and the specialized aerial firefighting tactics used by Army aviators operating with 
water buckets, Gullen said. 

https://www.army.mil/article/295549/new_york_army_guard_aviators_train_for_wildfir
e_response 
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New York Army Guard Aviators Train for Wildfire Response  
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NationalGuard.mil, By Lt. Col. Jean Kratzer, New York National Guard, Sept. 22, 2026 : 
 

SCHUYLERVILLE, N.Y. – New York Army National Guard UH-60M Black Hawk helicopter crews 
honed their ability to fight wildfires with massive water-filled buckets Sept. 18, training above the 
Hudson River north of Albany. 

Nineteen aviators practiced lifting 560 gallons of water from the river and then dumping it on 
simulated targets downstream. 

 The Army aircrews, based at the Army Aviation Support Facility at Albany International Airport in 
Latham, teamed up with six New York Department of Environmental Conservation Forest 
Rangers for the training. 

 During an actual firefighting mission, the National Guard aircrews work with the rangers. 

 A ranger in the helicopter talks to a ranger on the ground to move the aircraft into the right 
position, said Col. Paul Bailie, the commander of the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade and the 
State Army Aviation Officer. 

 “We have been doing this training with the New York Army National Guard since 2023,” Forest 
Ranger Lt. John Gullen said. “We try to do it annually, and this happens to be our second time 
this year.” 

 “We absolutely love cross-training with the Army National Guard; they have phenomenal crew 
chiefs and pilots,” he added. 

 The rangers and Army aviators used Garnsey’s Airport, a grass runway in Schuylerville, as their 
base of operations. 

 Helicopter crews and rangers train to drop water from 560-gallon helicopter buckets that are 
collapsible water holders hung underneath the helicopters. 

 Each spring and fall, Army National Guard helicopter crew members and maintenance personnel 
retrain on how to attach the buckets to Black Hawk helicopters and then practice picking up water 
and dumping it. 

 “We do two iterations of training in the spring and fall. All the rangers that will be on the ground 
fighting forest fires with us are here training with us today,” Bailie said. 

 “We work together now so we know how to operate when there is an emergency. The rangers 
are a great asset and the capabilities they bring to the table are huge,” Bailie added. 

 The training is necessary because a bucket full of water weighs two tons, and helicopter pilots 
need to practice flying with that additional weight hanging under their aircraft to fly safely in an 
emergency, he said. The New York Army National Guard employs helicopter firefighting 
equipment when local agencies request support through the New York State Department of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Services. 

 The last time Army Guard and Air Guard air crews deployed to fight fires was on Long Island on 
March 8, 2025, when a fire that started in a backyard barbecue burned 600 acres. Three New 



York Army Guard Black Hawks made 43 bucket drops, with each crew flying for three hours and 
dropping a total of 28,380 gallons of water. Meanwhile, a New York Air Guard HH-60W rescue 
helicopter made 28 bucket drops, putting 14,100 gallons of water on the blaze. 

 New York Army National Guard Aviators from Long Island and Rochester also conducted fire 
bucket training Sept. 16-18. The Long Island air crews used Crestview Lake in Newburgh as their 
target, while the Rochester aviators trained at Hamlin Beach on Lake Ontario. 

 The Forest Rangers lead fire response, assessing and managing fire operations, Gullen said. 
This training ensures that rangers know the capabilities of the Army Guard helicopters. 

 The rangers become the experts who bridge the gap between firefighters on the ground and the 
specialized firefighting tactics used with the Army aviators and their helicopter buckets, Guillen 
said. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4608611/new-york-army-guard-aviators-
train-for-wildfire-response/ 
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NY Army Guard crew chief badly injured in 2024 helicopter crash takes 
"final flight' with friends on board UH-60M  

Army.mil, By Lt. Col. Jean Kratzer, September 22, 2026: 
 

LATHAM, New York --New York Army Guard Sgt. 1st Class Jacob Pratt, a helicopter 
crew chief who was badly injured in a March 8, 2024, UH-72 Lakota crash on the 
Texas border, took his “final flight” on Thursday, Sept. 17, to symbolically wrap up his 
military career. 

New York Army National Guard Chief Warrant Officers 2 Casey Frankoski and John 
Grassia II, along with Border 

Patrol Agent Chris Luna, were killed in the crash. 

Pratt’s injuries put him in a wheelchair. 

But that didn’t stop him from taking one final ride on a UH-60M Black Hawk at the 
Army Aviation Support Facility in Latham, New York. 

The “ final flight” is a tradition for aviators marking the end of their military careers. 

This flight gave his Army Guard aviation colleagues and his family a chance to 
recognize him, said Col. Paul Baillie, the commander of the 42nd Combat Aviation 
Brigade. 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4608611/new-york-army-guard-aviators-train-for-wildfire-response/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article-View/Article/4608611/new-york-army-guard-aviators-train-for-wildfire-response/


Baillie, who formerly commanded Pratt’s unit, the 3rd Assault Helicopter Battalion, 
142nd Aviation Regiment, flew the mission. 

Taking the flight was the closure he needed for his military career, Pratt said. 

“The flight was amazing; it felt like riding a bike. It was normal and comfortable. I was 
ready for this to happen,” he explained. 

“I was able to help pick the crew that was on the aircraft, each one of them had a 
huge impact and influence on my military career in supporting me,” he added. 

Pratt went through months of medical treatment and surgery following the accident. 
He was medically retired from the Army in April of 2025 after 12 years of service. 

At the end of the 45-minute flight, the UH-60 returned to the flight facility after it 
taxied through an arc of water provided by fire trucks from the Albany International 
Airport Fire Department. 

Fellow aviators turned out to greet him afterwards as well. 

Baille said it was important for him to fly this mission for Jacob Pratt. 

“It was an absolute honor for me to do this flight and to have this incredible 
opportunity to do this for Jake and his family,” Baille said. 

“I brought the remains of Casey and John home and wanted to do this for Jake and 
his family,” Bailie added. 

Pratt, a veteran of the Afghan War, grew up in Rensselaer, New York and graduated 
from high school there. His parents –Kenneth and Kelly—still live there. 

After enlisting in the Army National Guard in 2013, he earned the Aviation Badge and 
Senior Aviation Badge, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Humanitarian Service 
Medal, the NATO Medal, and the Combat Action Badge, among other awards. 

Pratt’s sister Olivia, who moved to Texas to support her brother during his recovery 
at Veterans Affairs medical center in San Antonio, was recognized for the support 
she’s given to her brother. 

 Baille presented her with the “Our Lady of Loreto” award. The award, presented by 
the Army Aviation Association of America, honors individuals who are worthy of 
special recognition for outstanding support to the Army Aviation Family and Army 
Aviation Community. 

“We recognized his sister here today too because she has done so much for Jake 
and has been by his side helping him since the accident, and we all in the aviation 



community appreciate and are grateful for all the support she has given him,” Bailie 
said. 

Jacob and Olivia Pratt are now co-hosting a podcast together called “Squeaky 
Wheels” where they discuss the challenges of dealing with a disability. 

Kelley Pratt, said she was excited to see her son sitting the in the crew chief seat of a 
Black Hawk again, and to see the people who turned out to support him. 

“I knew the flight crew today was going to take good care of him, and they have all 
become the family that we trust and love. We were excited for Jake to have this 
opportunity; he needed this,” she said. 

“Aviation and flying have always been such a huge part of his life,” his mother 
emphasized. 

https://www.army.mil/article/295557/ny_army_guard_crew_chief_badly_injured_in_2
024_helicopter_crash_takes_final_flight_with_friends_on_board_uh_60m 
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Military airman wounded in deadly crash takes 'final flight' in New York  

Spectrum News, Sept. 22, 2026: 
 

The only survivor of a helicopter crash that killed two of his fellow New York Army 
National Guard members took his symbolic "final flight" on a UH-60M Black Hawk 
last week in Latham. 

 Sgt. 1st Class Jacob Pratt, a helicopter crew chief who suffered extensive injuries in 
a crash aboard a UH-72 Lakota while conducting border patrol duties near Rio 
Grande City, Texas, took to the skies Thursday with National Guard colleagues to 
mark the end of his military career, the New York Division of Military and Naval 
Affairs said. 

 The crash on March 8, 2024, claimed the lives of New York Army National Guard 
Chief Warrant Officers 2 Casey Frankoski of Rensselaer and John Grassia II of 
Rotterdam, along with Border Patrol Agent Chris Luna. Pratt's injuries confined him 
to a wheelchair. 

 Pratt, who grew up in Rensselaer, medically retired from the Army in April 2025 after 
12 years of service. He said the 45-minute flight helped provide the closure he 
needed. 

https://www.army.mil/article/295557/ny_army_guard_crew_chief_badly_injured_in_2024_helicopter_crash_takes_final_flight_with_friends_on_board_uh_60m
https://www.army.mil/article/295557/ny_army_guard_crew_chief_badly_injured_in_2024_helicopter_crash_takes_final_flight_with_friends_on_board_uh_60m


 "The flight was amazing; it felt like riding a bike. It was normal and comfortable. I 
was ready for this to happen," he told the New York National Guard. 

 At the end of flight, the UH-60 taxied through an arc of water provided by fire trucks 
from the Albany International Airport Fire Department. Fellow aviators then greeted 
him. 

 Col. Paul Baillie, commander of the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade, flew Pratt's "final 
flight." 

 "It was an absolute honor for me to do this flight and to have this incredible 
opportunity to do this for Jake and his family," Baille said, adding that he had 
previously brought home the remains of Frankoski and Grassia. 

 Pratt, a veteran of the war in Afghanistan, underwent months of medical treatment 
and surgery following the 2024 accident. He and his sister, Olivia Pratt, now co-host 
a podcast called "Squeaky Wheels," in which they discuss the challenges of dealing 
with a disability. 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2026/09/22/military-airman-
wounded-in-deadly-crash-takes--final-flight--in-new-york 
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New York Guardsmen Return from Middle East Deployments  

NationalGuard.mil, Sept. 18, 2026 : 
 

 TROY, N.Y. – Five hundred New York Army National Guard Soldiers assigned to the 42nd 
Infantry who deployed to the Middle East in June 2025 and eventually conducted combat 
operations against Iran were officially welcomed home Sept. 11-13. 

 During a Sept. 11 ceremony at the division’s Troy, New York headquarters, Maj. Gen. Jack 
James, the division commander, thanked them for their service. 

 On Sept. 13, Yellow Ribbon events were held to salute Soldiers and families in Syracuse, as well 
as at the New York National Guard headquarters in Latham and on Long Island. 

 “I want to take the opportunity to thank each and every one of you personally, and the group 
together as a unit, because this will probably be the last time for sure that this exact group will be 
together,” James told the Soldiers at the Troy ceremony. 

 Members of the 42nd Infantry Division headquarters deployed to Kuwait to serve as the 
headquarters for Task Force Spartan, the Army’s 10,000-Soldier force in the region. 

https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2026/09/22/military-airman-wounded-in-deadly-crash-takes--final-flight--in-new-york
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 The original mission focused on exercises with regional allies, such as Operation Brightstar in 
Egypt in September 2025. The 42nd Soldiers also conducted operations designed to build 
regional allies’ military capacity and to deter regional aggression. 

 After the deaths of two Iowa National Guardsmen and an interpreter in Syria at the hands of an 
Islamic State fighter on Dec. 13, 2025, the division headquarters facilitated Operation Hawkeye 
Strike in retaliation. At the same time, elements of the 42nd deployed to Pakistan to provide 
emergency relief after historic levels of flooding devastated the country. Soldiers provided 
supplies, including generators, water pumps, tents and cots. 

 When President Donald Trump made the decision to attack Iran and launched Operation Epic 
Fury on Feb. 28, the division headquarters began conducting combat operations. Some of the 
Soldiers began redeploying to Germany and then the United States while the command group 
coordinated operations. 

 On June 6, James and 42nd Division Command Sgt. Major Arnold Reyes furled the division’s 
flag in theater, turning Army operations over to the Texas Army National Guard’s 36th Division. 

 The turnover between the 42nd and 36th division headquarters was delayed so the 42nd 
Division could continue focusing on combat operations longer, according to Lt. Gen. Kevin Leahy, 
commanding general of U.S. Army Central and Third Army. 

 “This was one of the longest relief-in-place operations in history. It allowed two legendary 
divisions to work together, with the 36th stepping in to manage key tasks so the 42nd could 
maintain an uninterrupted focus on combat operations – some of the most complex combat 
operations in U.S. Army history,” Leahy said during the June 6 ceremony in Kuwait. 

 During the Sept. 11 ceremony, James and Reyes unfurled the division’s flag, signifying the 
official end of the mission after two years of preparation, deployment, execution and 
redeployment. 

 Holding the ceremony on the 25th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks was especially significant, 
James said, because 42nd Division Soldiers were the first Army Guard troops to respond when 
the Twin Towers fell in Manhattan. 

 After hostilities with Iran began, the 42nd Infantry Division became the primary Army 
headquarters effort leading Army long-range fires in support of the campaign, James told the 
Soldiers. 

 “How did we get this mission, guys, was that part of the original plan; I’ll tell you if it’s not. It was 
because of trust,” James said. 

 “Our leaders, our NCOs, our Soldiers establishing credentials with ARCENT leaders … by 
consistently meeting the mission, by exceeding standards and relentlessly building readiness,” 
James said. 

 The 42nd Infantry Division Soldiers facilitated the destruction of countless targets in support of 
operations with the “largest and first long-range precision fires campaign in the history of the 
United States Army,” James said. 



 James also saluted Maj. Sorffly Davius, the division deputy communications officer, who died 
because of a medical emergency March 6 while conducting operations. 

 “He was just an amazing human being and a great officer, a great Soldier and a great leader,” 
James said. 

 The Yellow Ribbon ceremonies and events were designed to help Soldiers and their families 
reintegrate into civilian life and show them what benefits are available. 

 Five hundred and seventy-four people took part in the events held in Latham, at the Syracuse 
University Veterans Center and at the flight facility in Ronkonkoma, according to Robert Volk, the 
State Family Program manager. 

 The Soldiers learned about healthcare access, financial counseling, legal assistance and rights 
and educational benefits. 

 In Syracuse, Maj. Gen. Ray Shields, the adjutant general of the New York National Guard, urged 
the 85 Soldiers and family members present to use the benefits they had earned. Resources 
offered within The Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program include access to healthcare, financial 
counseling, legal benefits and education. 

 Shields praised Soldiers for their performance while deployed and noted that the governor had 
regularly asked him how they were doing in the Middle East. 

 Brig. Gen. Peter Fiorentino, the division deputy commander for maneuver, emphasized similar 
themes while speaking to 206 people gathered at the Long Island flight facility. 

 Col. Gurpreet Singh, who served as the division tactical operations center officer in charge, 
spoke to 280 people at the Latham gathering. He emphasized keeping information about the 
benefits they are entitled to and the importance of caring for their loved ones. 

 Reyes, the division’s command sergeant major, thanked the families for their support during the 
deployment. 

 “This deployment was far from easy. There were long days, difficult missions and moments that 
tested our Soldiers in ways that would break most people,” said Reyes. “I know none of this 
would have been possible without you, our families, and loved ones.” 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Overseas-Operations/Article/4603830/new-york-guardsmen-

return-from-middle-east-deployments/ 
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Army Helicopter, First Responders Stage Dramatic Rescue Drill In 
Smithtown Bay  

Smithtown Patch, Sept., 18, 2026: 
 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Overseas-Operations/Article/4603830/new-york-guardsmen-return-from-middle-east-deployments/
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SMITHTOWN, NY — Smithtown Bay became the site of a large-scale search-and-
rescue training exercise Thursday evening as local, county, federal and military 
emergency responders practiced coordinating rescue operations on the water. 

 The Sept. 17 exercise, organized by the Town of Smithtown Department of Public 
Safety Harbormasters Office, began at approximately 5 p.m., with shoreside 
operations staged at the Kings Park Bluff. 

 Smithtown Harbormasters worked alongside the U.S. Coast Guard, Suffolk County 
Police Department Marine Bureau and the Kings Park, Nesconset and Smithtown fire 
departments during a series of simulated marine emergencies. 

 An Army National Guard helicopter from Army Aviation Support Facility No. 1 at 
Long Island MacArthur Airport also participated, allowing responders to practice 
coordinating rescue operations between aircraft and vessels. 

 The exercise tested interagency communications, incident command, the rapid 
deployment of marine and aviation resources, search patterns, victim location and 
simulated rescue and extraction procedures. 

"When an emergency happens on the water, time is of the essence in our response, 
there is no time to figure out how we are going to work together—that coordination 
has to be established long before the call comes in," Thomas Lohmann, Smithtown's 
director of public safety. "Exercises like this give our Harbormasters, fire 
departments, police departments and federal partners the opportunity to train side by 
side, test communications and sharpen the response procedures that ultimately save 
lives. I am incredibly proud of our Public Safety team and grateful to every agency 
that committed its personnel, equipment and time to making this training possible." 

 Training scenarios included boating incidents, people in the water, missing-swimmer 
searches and emergencies occurring during severe weather or reduced operating 
conditions. 

 The participating agencies also had an opportunity to evaluate response times, 
communications and their ability to work together under realistic conditions, town 
officials said. 

 Thursday's exercise was the second large-scale marine emergency drill conducted 
on Smithtown Bay this summer. 

 In August, the town participated in a separate interagency exercise with the Stony 
Brook, Setauket and Port Jefferson fire departments, along with military aviation and 
rescue personnel. 



 That training included members of the 103rd Rescue Squadron, who conducted 
helicopter-supported air-sea rescue operations intended to strengthen coordination 
among aviation crews, marine units and local emergency responders. 

 Town officials said the two exercises provided opportunities to evaluate personnel, 
equipment, communications systems, response procedures and mutual-aid 
resources needed to manage emergencies throughout Smithtown Bay. 

 "I am deeply grateful to our first responders for their service, their sacrifice and their 
commitment to one another," Smithtown Supervisor Ed Wehrheim said in a 
statement. "Our Harbormasters, Public Safety personnel, volunteer firefighters, law 
enforcement and emergency-response partners train relentlessly because when 
someone is in danger, whether it is on land or sea… every second matters. This 
exercise is a powerful reflection of who we are as a community: prepared, united and 
unwavering in our responsibility to keep our residents safe." 

https://patch.com/new-york/smithtown/army-helicopter-first-responders-stage-
dramatic-rescue-drill-smithtown-bay 
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More U.S. troops have died amid Iran war than Pentagon has disclosed 
publicly  

Washington Post, Sept. 18, 2026 : 
 

Officials who spoke with The Post expressed frustration that the additional 
loss of life in the Middle East is not reflected in the Defense Department’s 
casualty database. 

Note: This story mentions NYARNG Major Sorffly Davius. 

More American service members have died in the Middle East during the ongoing 
Iran war than the Pentagon has disclosed publicly, according to six U.S. officials 
familiar with the Defense Department’s internal casualty accounting data. 

Five of the officials said there have been at least 22 military fatalities — four more 
than what appears in the Pentagon’s public database, known as the Defense 
Casualty Analysis System, or DCAS. 

A sixth official, who like the others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the 
figures, said 23 service members have died since Feb. 28, when the Trump 
administration, in concert with Israel, initiated the Iran war. Not all of the undisclosed 

https://patch.com/new-york/smithtown/army-helicopter-first-responders-stage-dramatic-rescue-drill-smithtown-bay
https://patch.com/new-york/smithtown/army-helicopter-first-responders-stage-dramatic-rescue-drill-smithtown-bay


deaths are directly tied to the conflict but have involved U.S. personnel who were in 
the Middle East amid ongoing hostilities, this person said. 

Additionally, the official said, three U.S. contractors who were based in the region 
have died since combat operations began. 

As of Friday, the Pentagon’s DCAS database lists 18 U.S. military fatalities, including 
deaths caused by hostile and nonhostile action dating to the start of the Iran conflict. 

Details surrounding the undisclosed deaths — including the service members’ 
identities, as well as when, how and where they died — remain unclear. Officials 
familiar with the higher casualty number expressed frustration that the additional loss 
of life is not reflected in the Pentagon’s public casualty portal. 

The Pentagon declined to address questions about the accounting discrepancy. 

The Iran war, which polls show is deeply unpopular with the American public, has 
become a political liability for President Donald Trump and the Republican Party 
ahead of November’s midterm elections. The administration’s casualty accounting 
practices faced intense scrutiny earlier this year when the names of four U.S. troops 
who died as a result of the Iran war were briefly excluded from the Pentagon’s official 
tally. 

The proper accounting of military fatalities has implications beyond public 
transparency. Whenever a U.S. service member dies, the military conducts a line of 
duty investigation to determine whether the death occurred while performing official 
duties. Those findings affect the survivor benefits for which service members’ families 
are eligible. 

As of Friday, 14 fatalities are listed in the database as having occurred during 
Operation Epic Fury, the Trump administration’s name for the Iran war. Four others, 
reflected in a separate category called Overseas Operations, date to a July ceasefire 
between Washington and Tehran that later collapsed leading to the resumption of 
attacks. 

Separately, the Pentagon has said that, since February, two U.S. service members 
died in the Middle East while participating in missions unrelated to the Iran war. Their 
deaths, which occurred at bases that have been attacked by Iranian forces, are not 
reflected by name in the DCAS database either. 

Sgt. Devin Seibel died in Irbil, Iraq, on May 31 in a training accident, the Defense 
Department said in a news release. The announcement specified he was assigned to 
Operation Inherent Resolve, the ongoing campaign against Islamic State militants. 
Seibel’s name is not included among the Inherent Resolve tally in DCAS. 



Maj. Sorffly Davius suffered an unspecified medical emergency in Kuwait and died on 
March 6. It is unclear whether his death was tied to an Iranian attack. An 
announcement of Davius’s death said he deployed under Operation Spartan Shield, 
a mission to partner with regional militaries. 

More than 820 U.S. service members have been wounded in action since the Iran 
conflict began, the public casualty database says. Many have suffered traumatic 
brain injuries as a result of Iranian counterstrikes on U.S. bases throughout the 
Middle East. 

The war has taxed the military’s stocks of precision weapons, damaged U.S. bases 
across the Persian Gulf and roiled global energy markets after Tehran closed the 
Strait of Hormuz, a vital waterway for oil and fertilizer. 

According to a document reviewed by The Washington Post, U.S. Central Command, 
which oversees operations in the Middle East, has estimated that the Iran war has 
cost about $43.6 billion through early September. The total includes $28 billion in 
munitions expended during the conflict but does not account for the damage to U.S. 
bases. 

As The Post reported last month, several top U.S. military officials have warned 
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth that prolonging large-scale operations against Iran 
is unsustainable and risks weakening their ability to confront threats elsewhere, 
including the U.S. homeland. 

According to a September Reuters-Ipsos poll, 28 percent of Americans support 
Trump’s approach to Iran, whereas 62 percent disapprove. 

All war deaths and injuries are supposed to be publicly reported on the Pentagon’s 
public DCAS system, where the military accounts for personnel lost or injured in its 
conflicts. 

Over the summer, when the four combat deaths were temporarily excluded from the 
casualty database, the Trump administration reclassified renewed hostilities with Iran 
as Overseas Operations instead of being tied to Operation Epic Fury. 

The change, which occurred as U.S. negotiators struggled to broker a permanent 
peace deal with Tehran, coincided with efforts by the administration to portray the 
war as a success even as Iran continued to fire on American forces and continued to 
target shipping in the Strait of Hormuz. 

Senate Democrats have pledged to investigate the Pentagon’s handling of casualty 
notifications if they retake the majority after the midterms. 

Reps. Pat Ryan (New York), Jason Crow (Colorado) and 10 other House Democrats, 
all of them military veterans, on Friday said they were pursuing legislation that would 



prevent the Pentagon from manipulating government data on troop casualties. Sen. 
Tammy Duckworth (Illinois) introduced the same bill with 17 other Democratic 
colleagues in the Senate last month. 

One Republican, Rep. Thomas Massie (Kentucky), moved this week to force a 
House vote on impeaching Hegseth over the war, alleging the defense secretary 
violated provisions of the War Powers Resolution of 1973 by pursuing hostilities 
without congressional authorization. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/09/18/more-us-troops-have-
died-amid-iran-war-than-pentagon-has-disclosed-publicly/ 
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Pipes, Precision, and Prestige: NY and Massachusetts Irish battalions 
face off on the range at West Point  

Army.mil, By Sgt. 1st Class Sebastian Rothwyn, New York National Guard, September 22, 2026: 
 

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Twelve National Guard Soldiers representing New York and 
Massachusetts took to the firing line at the United States Military Academy at West 
Point on Sept. 18, 2026, for the annual Logan Duffy Rifle Match. 

 The Massachusetts Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 182nd Infantry Regiment 
won this year’s match, returning the coveted five-gallon silver Logan Duffy Cup to 
Massachusetts after a day of friendly marksmanship competition against the New 
York Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry Regiment. 

 Both battalions are famous for being created originally as militia units full of Irish 
immigrants. 

 The annual event dates back to June 1936 during the 75th anniversary celebration 
of what was then the 101st Infantry—the predecessor of the 182nd. Col. Francis 
Logan of the 101st proposed an annual rifle match to Col. Alexander Anderson, the 
commander of New York’s 165th Infantry—the designation given to the 69th Infantry 
during World War I—to foster marksmanship and camaraderie. 

 The match—and the trophy—is named for Brig. Gen. Lawrence Logan and Brig. 
Gen. Edward Duffy, who commanded the two regiments during the Spanish-
American War. Logan commanded the Massachusetts unit, while Duffy led the 69th 
Infantry. 

 Individual honors were split evenly between both states, with Sgt. 1st Class Sonny 
Rodriguez of the 182nd Infantry earning the top shot award for Massachusetts. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/09/18/more-us-troops-have-died-amid-iran-war-than-pentagon-has-disclosed-publicly/
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Meanwhile, Sgt. Peter Pena of the 69th Infantry claimed the top shot honor for New 
York. Both marksmen were recognized during an evening awards banquet at the 
West Point Club. 

 The competition tested foundational shooting skills without modern optical sights. 
The Soldiers fired standard-issue M4 carbines equipped only with iron sights. The 
six-man squads engaged targets from 200 yards in the prone, standing, and sitting 
positions. 

 To ensure an authentic test of individual marksmanship, team captains restricted 
coaching on the firing line. Each squad was permitted a single spotting scope, which 
was reserved exclusively for rare instances when a shot fell significantly off-target. 

 The day began with traditional military pomp. The battalion commanders marched 
onto the range accompanied by bagpipes. New York’s Lt. Col. Andrew Prior and 
Massachusetts’ Lt. Col. Michael Lutkevich then took positions on the firing line 
together to discharge ceremonial first shots downrange, officially launching the 
contest. 

 Col. Mathew Kilgore, commander of the Troy-based 27th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team, delivered opening remarks highlighting the match's storied lineage and noting 
his personal history and ties to the Military Academy. 

 Staff Sgt. Michael Ammirati, team captain for the 69th Infantry, said his role was 
focused on coordination and enforcing range rules. Establishing clear limits on 
shooter assistance ensured the competition remained fair, disciplined, and focused 
entirely on basic marksmanship mechanics, Ammirati said. 

 Massachusetts team captain Sgt. John Field said his squad entered the contest with 
high expectations and a focused drive. He added that after dedicating considerable 
time to practice, his Soldiers felt the cup belonged in Massachusetts and were 
determined to bring it home. 

 Field noted that taking the time to study the history behind the match gave the team 
added motivation. 

 Spc. Chase Tomlinson, an infantryman with the 182nd, agreed. Learning the 
heritage of the rivalry significantly strengthened his sense of esprit de corps, 
Tomlinson said. 

 Spc. Matthew Pilotte, a member of the 182nd, said he was proud of the collective 
dedication of his teammates. He added that watching the squad train together 
demonstrated the exceptional competence of everyone involved. 

 Staff Sgt. Tristan Manchester, who served as co-captain, said he was impressed by 
how smoothly the team adapted to shifting practice schedules and timelines. 



 The 69th Infantry hosted the evening reception and awards ceremony at the West 
Point Club overlooking the Hudson River. 

 The relationship between the 69th Infantry and the 182nd Infantry began during the 
Civil War, according to Capt. Joseph Alleva, the assistant operations officer for the 
69th. In July of 1861, the commander of the 69th, Col. Michael Corcoran, paid a visit 
to Col. Thomas Cass, the commander of what was then the 9th Massachusetts 
Regiment at nearby Fort Cass. Both militia units were composed of Irish-American 
immigrants. 

 A 1936 agreement drawn up by the regimental commanders at the time specifies 
that the silver bowl and matching tray that serve as the trophy are owned by both 
units. But the document also specifies that the bowl is held by the winner of the last 
shooting match. 

 The inaugural match was held on Oct. 12, 1936, at Camp Curtis Guild in Reading, 
Massachusetts, with the 101st claiming the first victory. In 1937, the 69th Infantry 
won the trophy. 

 The competition was suspended in 1940 when both units were mobilized and went 
on to fight in World War II. The matches were reinstated in 1958 and ran until 1996 
when the 101st was merged into the 1st Battalion, 182nd Infantry. The matches were 
reinstated and then halted again after Sept. 11, 2001, when both battalions went to 
war again. The competition resumed, uninterrupted, in 2010. 

https://www.army.mil/article/295588/pipes_precision_and_prestige_ny_and_massach
usetts_irish_battalions_face_off_on_the_range_at_west_point 
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NY Army National Guard crew chief injured in helicopter crash takes 
‘final flight’  

NEWS10, Sept. 24, 2026 : 
 

LATHAM, N.Y. (NEWS10) — A military veteran took his final flight on Sept. 17 to 
symbolically conclude his military career. New York Army Guard Sgt. 1st Class Jacob 
Pratt was injured in the helicopter crash that killed two additional service members. 

The “final flight” is a tradition for aviators marking the end of their military careers. 

On March 8, 2024, a UH-72 Lakota crash on the Texas border took the lives of New 
York Army National Guard Chief Warrant Officers 2 Casey Frankoski and John 
Grassia, II. Border Patrol Agent Chris Luna was also killed. 



Pratt was seriously injured and underwent months of treatment and surgery. He is 
now in a wheelchair and medically retired from the Army in April 2025 after 12 years 
of service. 

For Pratt’s final flight, Col. Paul Baillie flew the mission. Baillie is the current 
commander of the 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade but formerly commanded Pratt’s 
unit, the 3rd Assault Helicopter Battalion, 142nd Aviation Regiment. 

“It was an absolute honor for me to do this flight and to have this incredible 
opportunity to do this for Jake and his family,” Baille said. “I brought the remains of 
Casey and John home and wanted to do this for Jake and his family.” 

New York Army National Guard Sgt. 1st Class Jacob Pratt poses with the crew who 
flew his final flight aboard a UH-60 Black Hawk from Army Aviation Support Facility 
#3 at the Albany International Airport in Latham, NY, on September 17, 2026. In 
March of 2024 Sgt. 1st Class Pratt was involved in a helicopter crash while patrolling 
the southwest border outside Rio Grande City, Texas. (New York Army National 
Guard photo by Stephanie Butler) 

The 45-minute flight took place on a UH-60M Black Hawk at the Army Aviation 
Support Facility in Latham. Before returning to the flight facility, it taxied through an 
arc of water provided by fire trucks from the Albany International Airport Fire 
Department. 

“The flight was amazing; it felt like riding a bike. It was normal and comfortable. I was 
ready for this to happen,” Pratt said. “I was able to help pick the crew that was on the 
aircraft, each one of them had a huge impact and influence on my military career in 
supporting me.” 

Fellow aviators and his family, including sister Olivia, greeted him after the flight. 

 Olivia was presented with the Our Lady of Loreto award. The military said the award 
is presented by the Army Aviation Association of America and honors people who are 
worthy of special recognition for outstanding support to the Army Aviation Family and 
Army Aviation Community. 

 Olivia moved to Texas after the 2024 crash to support Pratt during his recovery at 
the Veterans Affairs medical center in San Antonio. 

 “We recognized his sister here today, too, because she has done so much for Jake 
and has been by his side helping him since the accident, and we all in the aviation 
community appreciate and are grateful for all the support she has given him,” Baillie 
said. 

 The siblings are now co-hosting a podcast together called Squeaky Wheels where 
they discuss the challenges of dealing with a disability. 



 After graduating from high school in Rensselaer, Pratt enlisted in the Army National 
Guard in 2013. During his service, he earned the Aviation Badge and Senior Aviation 
Badge, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Humanitarian Service Medal, the NATO 
Medal, and the Combat Action Badge, among other awards. 

https://www.news10.com/community/veterans-voices/ny-army-national-guard-crew-
chief-injured-in-helicopter-crash-takes-final-flight/ 
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New York National Guard 

Pentagon reboots testosterone screening plan for men 30 and over  

Task and Purpose, Sept. 18, 2026 : 
 

Screenings will be mandatory for men in the ranks who are 30 or older, 
although getting hormone replacement therapy is voluntary, the Defense 
Department said. 

Two months after announcing mandatory testosterone screenings, and weeks after 
rolling back an initial plan for it, the Department of Defense is directing all male 
service members ages 30 and above to get screened to see if they have a 
deficiency. 

On Thursday, the Defense Department issued “Clinical Practice Guideline for 
Testosterone Deficiency in the Male Service Member.” The new guidance is effective 
“immediately,” according to a Pentagon spokesperson, and notes that health 
assessment questions around the military are being updated to match the new rules. 

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth announced the screenings in July, saying that the 
screenings are meant to help troops “have the right testosterone levels to operate at 
your absolute best,” and that the voluntary hormone replacement therapy is about 
“restoring and optimizing your natural capabilities, protecting your longevity, and 
ensuring you have the biological foundation required to sustain the fight.” 

“By proactively identifying and treating suboptimal hormone levels, the Department 
continues to invest in the health of its warfighters, strengthen their performance, and 
maximize force readiness,” the Pentagon said in its release announcing the clinical 
guidance. 

The screenings will be worked into troops’ annual Periodic Health Assessments and 
when they join the armed forces, according to the Defense Health Agency. Health 
screeners will check with male troops for symptoms including reduced sexual desire, 
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erectile dysfunction or loss of spontaneous morning erections, as well as unexplained 
loss of muscle mass, depressed mood or low motivation, and diminished physical 
performance not tied to injuries. Health assessors will also note risk factors in male 
troops such as Type 2 diabetes, previous traumatic brain injury, sleep apnea, and 
other issues. 

If one of those risk factors is present or the screening suggests low testosterone, 
troops will then get laboratory testing. 

Testosterone deficiency can overlap with stress, sleep deficiencies, and caloric 
deficits, the guidance notes, “all of which are prevalent in the operational population.” 

Guidelines for women are still being reviewed, according to Vice Adm. Darin Via, 
director of the Defense Health Agency. 

For troops under 30, there are optional screenings available. The Pentagon is just 
screening troops for low levels of the hormone; they can take voluntary testosterone 
replacement therapy if they choose to. 

The release comes two weeks after the Pentagon initially issued, then quickly 
rescinded, detailed screening guidelines for both men and women in the military, with 
different screening paths for them to determine if they suffered from low testosterone. 
The early September guidelines were supposed to go into effect immediately but 
were pulled within a day to “allow for updates,” according to a Pentagon statement. 

According to researchers, testosterone decreases naturally in men as they age, 
although factors including stress can contribute to early decreases in testosterone 
levels. 

The Defense Health Agency’s guidance says that testosterone replacement therapy 
has a “demonstrated benefit for sexual function and improves body composition and 
bone mineral density”; however, it pushes back on arguments Pentagon leadership 
has made. 

“Evidence does not support its use to improve energy, vitality, physical function, or 
cognition, and the American College of Physicians recommends against initiating 
therapy for those indications,” the agency noted. 

https://taskandpurpose.com/field-guide/pentagon-testosterone-male-troops-
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Jewish Warriors Wrapped Tefillin at Veterans Convention  

Anash.org, Sept. 20, 2026 : 
 

Note:  This item mentions a NYARNG veteran. 

Rabbi Mordechai Rubin, who has directed the Colonie Chabad Jewish Center near 
Albany, N.Y., alongside his wife, Chana, since 2018, was excited when he was asked 
to help arrange a daily morning minyan at the 131st National Convention of the 
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America. 

“Initially, it looked like they just wanted a pretty basic service, and asked me to bring 
Siddurim and a Torah,” Rubin said of the early planning conversations. “Instead, it 
was a much more inspiring experience. About 20 people came every morning to 
wrap tefillin—many for the first time in decades—pray, and hear the shofar and a 
Torah thought. It was incredibly inspiring and connecting.” 

The morning minyan became the centerpiece of the convention, held last week at the 
Marriott in Colonie, just north of the state capital. It was the first time in the 
organization’s history that the convention came to the Albany area. The minyan 
happened because of Fred Altman, commander of Albany’s Jewish War Veterans 
Post 105, a veteran and lawyer who has known Rubin for years. 

Roughly 150 members came from Florida to California to Texas. Jewish War 
Veterans, founded in 1896 by a group of Jewish Civil War veterans responding to 
antisemitism and slander that Jews hadn’t served their country in the Revolutionary 
and Civil Wars, is the oldest active national veterans’ organization in the United 
States. 

Albany Post 105 counts 35 members, who share resources, march in parades and 
visit lonely veterans during the holiday season. 

“Many people thought Jews were disloyal,” Altman told the gathered veterans in his 
convention remarks. “Let this convention show there is no shortage of loyalty. It all 
comes down to one theme: Jews are part of this country, and will always stand up 
proudly to defend it.”’You Are Still Enlisted’ 

“My takeaway is how beautiful the Jewish people are,” Rubin said. “The story of the 
neshamah shining through, no matter the level of observance, the joy in service, and 
the pride of Jewish identity in the face of antisemitism. 

“When you have a room full of Jewish warriors, you blow the shofar,” the rabbi 
continued. “You let them hear that sound they heard at Sinai. You let them know: 
You are still enlisted, this time as a member of the Jewish people fulfilling G?d’s 
mission for us.” 



Albany County Executive Daniel P. McCoy stopped by the minyan as well, shaking 
hands and thanking the veterans for choosing the area for their convention. 

Altman, who enlisted during the Vietnam draft in 1969 and went on to serve 21 years 
in the Army and the New York National Guard, followed the path of his father, who 
served in the Pacific during World War II. Altman later became a JAG officer at the 
National Guard headquarters in Albany, where he worked until his retirement. 

“We’re a country worth fighting for, and Jewish veterans, though relatively small in 
number, are very proud of our service,” Altman said. “Our mission remains pertinent, 
and unfortunately, it’s a timely one again.” 

The convention wrapped up days before the start of the High Holiday season, a 
timing Altman called especially meaningful. 

“To be surrounded by Jews, ahead of the High Holidays,” he said, “that was 
particularly special.” 
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