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105th Airlift Wing

Safeguarding Newburgh Drinking Water

Hudson Valley news Network, Jan. 27, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

ALBANY — The Departments of Environmental Conservation and Health announced
additional actions to safeguard drinking water quality in the towns of New Windsor and
Newburgh by Governor Cuomo’s Water Quality Rapid Response Team.

This includes the commitment to fund the connection of 20 additional private residential
wells to municipal water systems.



DOH has been collecting samples of private drinking water wells in areas near Lake
Washington that are potentially impacted by PFOA and PFOS contamination.
Of 51 private wells sampled to date, 26 wells had low-level detections of PFOA and PFOS; no
samples were above the United States EPA’s health advisory level for PFOA and PFOS of 70
parts per trillion.
Given the close proximity of these wells to the contamination at Stewart Air National Guard
Base, which was recently declared a State Superfund site, the State will reimburse the two
towns for costs associated with connecting homes with private wells impacted by PFOA and
PFOS contamination to the
municipal water supply system.
This new effort will involve 20 wells and builds on the State’s previous commitment to fund
municipal water supply hook ups for six other private wells in the towns of New Windsor and
Newburgh.
“We continue to work aggressively to safeguard drinking water quality in communities
across New York State, while holding those responsible for contamination accountable for
their actions,” said DEC Commissioner Basil
Seggos. “The Water Quality Rapid Response team is taking decisive action in the towns of
New Windsor and Newburgh, and these new private well hookups will ensure that residents
have access to a clean water supply.”
“This announcement demonstrates yet another commitment by state’s Water Quality Rapid
Response Team to aggressively address water quality issues and ensure clean drinking water
for every community in New York,” said Department of Health Commissioner Dr. Howard
Zucker. “In New Windsor and
Newburgh, we have moved quickly to investigate and identify the contamination, and fund
the cost of connecting any affected private wells to a clean, reliable municipal water
system.”
DEC and DOH continue to work closely with the towns and Orange County to ensure local
residents are fully informed and are quickly connected to the municipal water supply. The
estimated cost of running water main extensions and completing hookups is approximately
$700,000. The construction work is
being undertaken by the towns and is expected to be complete in spring 2017.
This effort is the latest action in the continuing aggressive response to the water quality
situation in the Newburgh area. New York was the first state in the nation to list PFOA and
PFOS as hazardous substances, in April 2016, imposing strict registration, storage, use,
disposal, and reporting requirements.
After the State’s review of the EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule data, DEC
and DOH began an investigation into possible PFOA and PFOS
contamination at larger public water supplies. The City of Newburgh water supply at Lake
Washington was identified as a site with possible contamination. New York State quickly:
eImmediately launched a multi-agency effort to transition residents to a clean,
alternative drinking water supply, Brown’s Pond, in early May, and to the Catskill
Agueduct in early June.
*Began and continue to fund all Catskill Aqueduct water payments to ensure clean
water for all affected residents.



eFunded and started to construct a granular activated carbon system at the City of

Newburgh water plant to remove PFOS from Lake Washington water. The system will

be completed by fall 2017.

eFunded and constructed upgrades to the Catskill Aqueduct connection at the City of

Newburgh’s alternate water source pump station that were completed in January

2017.

eLaunched an ongoing initiative to sample private wells in the Lake Washington area

near the Town of New Windsor and Town of Newburgh border.

eLowered the water level in Lake Washington-by pumping, filtering, and discharging

clean water into the watershed-in order to ensure the integrity of the dam.

eInvestigated the nature and extent of contamination resulting from the use of PFOS-

containing foam use at Stewart Air National Guard base and the Stewart International

Airport and in potentially affected areas of the Lake Washington, Silver Stream, Beaver

Dam Lake and Moodna Creek watersheds.

e|nitiated sampling of private wells in the vicinity of Beaver Dam Lake potentially

affected by PFOS contamination.

eLaunched a fish sampling program to better understand the effects of contamination

in the watershed.

eBegan an updated source water assessment for the Lake Washington watershed.
DEC’s investigation identified Stewart Air National Guard Base as a significant contributor of
PFOS contamination to the Lake Washington watershed. DEC, in consultation with DOH,
listed Stewart Air National Guard Base as a State Superfund site in August 2016 to hold the
U.S. Department of Defense responsible for full site clean-up and to recover State resources
expended on the response. Through the State Superfund program, DEC will oversee DOD,
the party responsible for the management and operation of Stewart Air National Guard
Base, in the development of site investigation and remediation plans to address
contamination in the Lake Washington watershed.
State Senator William Larkin said, “I have been in constant communication with DEC and
local officials to ensure proper attention and resources are made available for our
community. | am pleased to hear that homeowners in the towns of Newburgh and New
Windsor that have been negatively affected by the recent PFOS contamination will be
receiving reimbursement payments for necessary infrastructure improvements. | will
continue to work together with all parties involved to ensure that water quality and the
overall public health of my constituents is protected.”
“Everyone deserves access to clean drinking water, period,” said Assemblyman James
Skoufis. “When an issue arises, we have a responsibility to take whatever actions are
necessary to protect the health and safety of our residents. After working with stakeholders
like the DEC, | am very pleased the state is stepping up to pay for these municipal water
connections.”
“I continue to be impressed by the swift and thorough response New York State has taken to
overcome possible health risks caused by contaminated water emanating from near the
Stewart Air National Guard Base. This latest announcement, to fund private well hookups,
demonstrates the state’s flexibility and commitment to provide safe and clean drinking
water to all of our residents in the impacted area,” said Assemblyman Frank Skartados. The



Governor’s Water Quality Rapid Response Team is co-chaired by DEC Commissioner Basil
Seggos and DOH Commissioner Dr. Howard Zucker, and includes the Secretary of State and
the commissioners of Agriculture and Markets, Office of General Services, Division of
Homeland Security and Emergency Services and Homes and Community Renewal, the Chair
of the Public Service Commission, the President of the Empire State Development
Corporation, and the President and CEO of the Environmental Facilities Corporation.
http://hudsonvalleynewsnetwork.com/2017/01/27/safeguarding-newburgh-drinking-water/
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Anti-Pilgrim Pipeline rally held in Newburgh

Record on line, February 2, 1017:
Feb 03, 2017

CITY OF NEWBURGH - Dozens of people squeezed into the Wherehouse bar in the City of
Newburgh on Thursday evening as local groups rallied opposition to a proposed oil pipeline
between Albany and New Jersey that is seen as a threat to drinking water supplies, creeks
and streams, and public health.

Running along the New York State Thruway, the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline would carry oil
through Orange, Ulster and four other counties, and through two laterals: one between
Chadwick and Orange lakes in the Town of Newburgh; the other along Quassaick Creek, in
the City of Newburgh and New Windsor.

The city and Town of Newburgh are among at least five dozen communities in New York and
New Jersey that have publicly opposed the project, whose environmental review is being
overseen by the state Thruway Authority and the Department of Environmental
Conservation.

Organizers called on people to not only join protests, but to write to public officials and the
pipeline's investors, and recruit other residents to oppose the project.

"We have seen what emanates from the oil and gas industry," said Sandra Kissam, a Town of
Newburgh resident who chairs Orange Residents Against Pilgrim Pipeline. "We must fight
this."

Stretching 170 miles from Albany to Linden, N.J., the project calls for twin pipelines that
would be up to 20 inches in diameter and capable of carrying as much as 200,000 gallons a
day of crude oil and refined petroleum products.

Their path would cut through parts of Albany, Greene, Orange, Rockland, Rensselaer and
Ulster counties, disturb 1,360 acres of land and cross 257 streams and waterbodies,
according to the DEC.

In Newburgh, the city is already dealing with damage to Washington Lake, the primary water
supply that has been shut for nine months because of contamination from Stewart Air
National Guard Base.

One pipeline lateral would divert oil to Global Partners' Hudson River terminal in New
Windsor. The other would carry oil between Orange and Chadwick lakes to Buckeye Qil's
storage facility on the river.



In September, the DEC declared that the project required a full environmental review. The
agency listed 20 areas that may be impacted, including waterbodies, wetlands and animals
and plants.

Hudson Valley Earth First is organizing a protest for Saturday in which participants will meet
at the City of Newburgh's boat launch at 2 p.m. and march to Global's New Windsor facility.
"I see how beautiful this valley is," said Rudy Tacos, an activist with Hudson Valley Earth
First. "l see there are people who want to destroy that just to make a dollar."
http://www.recordonline.com/news/20170202/anti-pilgrim-pipeline-rally-held-in-newburgh
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107th Airlift Wing

Niagara Welcomes Back Familiar Sight

DVIDS, February 2, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, N.Y., (Feb. 2, 2017) - The 914th Airlift Wing here entered a
new era as they welcomed the arrival of their first KC-135R Stratotanker at a ceremony here,
Feb. 2, 2017.

Since being activated in 1963, the 914th AW has continuously provided airlift support, first
with the C-119 Flying Boxcar and then the C-130 Hercules. Today marks another step in the
process of their conversion into in air refueling wing, the first major conversion for the wing
in their more than 50 year history.

"It's a great day today, not only for the 914th but for the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station,"
said Col. Brian Bowman, 914th AW commander. "The work that went into getting these
planes here was monumental."

The 914th AW was activated as the 914th Troop Carrier Group in February of 1963. Until
1971 they flew the C-119 Flying Boxcar before taking on the C-130 Hercules which they have
flown continuously ever since.

After flying the C-130H for more than 40 years, it has become an important part of the
history of the community, said Bowman. The contributions of the aircraft to the country and
its allies have made it the backbone of tactical airlift and will be missed by us, said Bowman.
The Niagara Falls ARS was an ideal location for the KC-135R as it already has the majority of
the facilities the 914th AW will need. Previously, the 107th Airlift Wing, New York Air
National Guard, had the mission of flying the Stratotankers from 1994 to 2008.

"What a joyous day it is here," said Kathleen Hochul, lieutenant governor of New York. "A
dark cloud that had been hanging over the future of this base has been lifted."

In previous years, the Niagara Falls ARS had been under threat of closure under the base
realignment and closure process. With the 107th AW also undergoing a conversion, to MQ-9
Reapers, there is a positive feeling that the air base will be around for decades to come.


http://www.recordonline.com/news/20170202/anti-pilgrim-pipeline-rally-held-in-newburgh

"To all the people in this room who fought because they believed in the mission of these
men and women standing behind me, | congratulate all of you for putting your heart and
soul into saving this base," said Hochul. "Today the new future begins."

However, it wasn't always clear that once it was decided the 914th's airlift mission was to
end, if any new mission was going to be given to them.

Under the watch of Col. Bowman great things have been happening to the 914th, said
Hochul. It was known for a while that the C-130H's would be leaving, and recently the
question of whether they were going to be replaced has been answered, said Hochul.

The conversion has been ongoing with many members of the 914th AW currently
undergoing training to become experts in the new mission.

"We currently have 10 pilots in training and two boom operators," said Maj. Tom
Scozzafava, 914th Operations Group commander. "We're still flying the C-130H, all the way
up until July and then we will stop C-130H operations.

In mid-March we will start the first actual tanker missions out of Niagara Falls."

The Airmen of the 914th AW must first undergo the process of learning new skills through a
series of training before they can undertake real-world missions.

For pilots and boom operators the initial training is four months long for each, said
Scozzafava. That is followed by another four to six months of proficiency training before the
crews can start flying without other qualified instructors, said Scozzafava.

The amount of work that needs to be put into converting skills over in order to fly the KC-
135R might seem daunting, but the Airmen of the 914th are facing it head-on.

"The folks that we have at school right now are doing really well," said Scozzafava. "They say
it's a great plane to fly. We're just really excited about the new mission."

With the new mission, the wing is looking to get at least eight more of the Stratotankers as
the mission of air refueling is highly valued.

"These missions see hundreds of them every single day flying all over the world," said
Bowman. "In order to get aircraft over the Atlantic, over the Pacific, or anywhere in route in
the most minimum amount of time possible, they have to be air-refueled."

Though for some, the conversion is almost bittersweet as the C-130H is bid farewell as part
of an overall reduction of the Air Force's inventory of the aircraft.

For many of the wing's Airmen, airlift is all they have known during their Air Force careers,
said Bowman. The future of the 914th AW has been solidified with the arrival of the KC-135R
for decades to come, so the Airmen know that this is the right answer for the 914th, said
Bowman.

After a long history of providing airlift support, the 914th AW is proudly embarking on the
latest chapter of their history.

"We're really excited to go through this transition, we've embraced it 100%," said
Scozzafava. "We're just excited to contribute to the worldwide mission of the Air Force."
Taking on such a high-value mission, the Airmen of the 914th AW know that they have much
to look forward to in the years to come.

"Resting on the incredible history of the C-130H's, there is an even brighter future ahead,"
said Hochul.
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/222367/niagara-welcomes-back-familiar-sight



https://www.dvidshub.net/news/222367/niagara-welcomes-back-familiar-sight
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109th Airlift Wing

Trump's Muslim Ban Also Hurts Scientific Research

Slate.com, February 2, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

One in six U.S. scientists is an immigrant, and the ban will affect many of them.

Samira Samimi knew she wanted to be a scientist the first time she saw a glacier. "This is
what | want to do," she remembers thinking on her trip to the mountains. "This is who |
want to be."

She was 16 years old growing up in Iran, where glaciers are less than plentiful. She knew she
would have to leave her home country to study them, so she applied to Canadian
universities with an eye on the Arctic. Now 30, she's in her first year of a glaciology Ph.D. at
the University of Calgary, and-dream come true-part of a NASA-funded team studying the
Greenland ice sheet.

But on Friday, the Trump administration's ban on travelers from seven predominantly
Muslim countries threw her planned research trip to Greenland this spring into jeopardy.
Her cargo plane flight takes off in April from a U.S. Air National Guard base in Albany, New
York.

In the days since President Trump signed the executive order, it has already disrupted
science communities in the United States and around the globe.

Students and researchers have found themselves trapped out of the country, seen fieldwork
plans scuttled, or had long-awaited visits canceled. For many scientists engaged in the work
of understanding and addressing the world's next great challenge-a changing climate and
the transition to cleaner energy sources-it's clear that you can't stifle immigration without
stifling innovation, too.

"We live in an extremely competitive global environment," says Andrew Rosenberg, director
of the Center for Science and Democracy at the Union of Concerned Scientists. "Just because
we want to do this 'America First' thing doesn't mean the rest of the world is going to stop
being entrepreneurial and get out of the way."

Told one way, the story of America the superpower is the story of innovation. Our history
books and homegrown myths are crowded with inventors and entrepreneurs, from Thomas
Edison to Steve Jobs. In the 20th century, America earned its place in world events, more
often than not, by MacGyvering one unlikely technological triumph after another: over
disease, over German nuclear physicists and Cold War cosmonauts, over the pull of Earth's
gravity itself. And immigration played a critical role in that progress.

As the Hill pointed out last year, all six American Nobel laureates in 2016 were foreign-born.
That's not unusual: According to a 2014 study by Stanford scientists, the number of U.S.



patent filings increased by 30 percent in the wake of Jewish immigrants fleeing Nazi
Germany. So did the number of Nobel prizes.

In general, the less open a society is, the more likely its scientists and innovators are to go
elsewhere-and for a long time, that "elsewhere" has been the United States.

One in six U.S. scientists is an immigrant, according to a 2013 National Science Foundation
report. Of those, a majority are naturalized citizens, but many hold green cards or long-term
visas to study and work in the United States. And those 5 million scientists have had a
measurable effect on science in their adopted country.

"We're at a point where changes in our technology are happening so quickly, we can either
sit it out, or we can be full participants," Rosenberg says.

"We have some natural competitive advantages, but we could lose them simply by taking
this nationalist line."

"Think of the STEM fields as the engine of the American economy," says Moh El-Naggar, a
biophysicist at the University of Southern California, where he studies the weird things
microbes can do-including, potentially, playing a role in renewable energy technologies.
"That engine has gotten so big and so powerful that it can't be fueled by talent within the
U.S. itself."

El-Naggar was born in Libya, one of the seven countries placed under travel restrictions by
Trump's executive order. He's now an American citizen and worries about the toll of a travel
ban on the morale of his fellow foreign-born scientists-and the impact on their research.

"I look at my own work," he says, "and | feel that almost every good thing that's ever
happened had its genesis in some unexpected conversation in some unexpected conference
with some unexpected colleague. We are in a situation where we've put barriers on these
unexpected conversations."

Last week's news came with a personal cost, too. His parents had been planning a trip to
California in April to meet their grandchildren for the first time. Now those plans are on
hold, indefinitely.

"A lot of people like me ended up in this country, doing what we love, because it was a
better place to come to than where we grew up," EI-Naggar says. "So when | say that this
looks bad to me right now, | hope that carries extra weight. This is coming from someone
who has seen bad."

U.S. scientific organizations have put out strong statements condemning the entry ban,
including a letter sent by the AAAS and co-signed by more than 150 other institutions.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology President L. Rafael Reif called the policy "a stunning
violation of our deepest American values" in an email to students, while John Holdren,
science adviser to the Obama administration, had even stronger words for the executive
action, calling it "perverse," an "abomination," and a "terrible, terrible idea" in an inte rview
with Nature.

An online petition to lift the restrictions has already been signed by tens of thousands of
academics and researchers. Many tech companies-often sponsors of visas for foreign-born
engineers, if not founded and led by immigrants themselves-have spoken out against the
move, as well.



Their concern is amplified by additional anti-science moves by the Trump administration. In
orders leaked last week, the Environmental Protection Agency was ordered to cease all
external communication, including scientific releases, until they could be reviewed and
approved by a member of the administration.

"You should never get to the point where someone in political power gets to decide what's
the good science and what's the bad science," the UCS' Rosenberg says. "You have to worry
about that."

For Samimi, there's very specific climate research at stake. She made a trip to Greenland last
year, installing instruments in the ice sheet that need to be maintained and adjusted. If she
can't get back, she might have to abandon her Ph.D. experiment.

"If I'm not able to work there ." she says. "l don't even want to think about alternatives. This
doesn't make sense, you know?" Right now, a lot of the scientific community is reaching the
same conclusion.

http://www.slate.com/articles/health and science/climate desk/2017/02/trump s_ban_wi
Il_also_staunch_scientific_progress.html
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Meet the scientists affected by Trump?s immigration ban: Order barring citizens
of seven countries from entering the US has left many confused and afraid.

Nature, January 29, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

Kaveh Daneshvar was thrilled when he was invited to speak at a molecular biology meeting
next month in Banff, Canada. Daneshvar, a molecular geneticist, is finishing a postdoc at
Harvard Medical School and

Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston and preparing to go on the job market. He hoped
that the conference talk would give him much-needed exposure to leaders in his field.

But that now seems impossible: if Daneshvar, an Iranian citizen, leaves the country, he may
not be able to return. On 27 January, US President Donald Trump signed a sweeping
executive order that blocks refugees from entering the United States for 120 days and Syrian
refugees indefinitely. It also

bans citizens of seven majority-Muslim countries “compromised by terrorism” — Iran, Iraq,
Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen — from the US for 90 days. The US government has
issued conflicting statements on whether the provisions apply to people like Daneshvar who
hold visas that would

otherwise permit them to live, work or study in the United States — including those with the
permanent resident visas known as ‘green cards’.

Nature spoke to more than 20 researchers affected by the new policy, who described their
feelings of fear, shock and determination. Some asked to remain anonymous for fear of
retaliation by the US government.


http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/climate_desk/2017/02/trump_s_ban_will_also_staunch_scientific_progress.html

“I am really appreciative of what the US has given me and allowed me to achieve here, but
at the same time this is really shocking,” says Ali Shourideh, an economist at Carnegie
Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. “I've always been under the assumption this is
a free country,

that once you immigrated they won't try to kick you out or make life hard

for you.” Shourideh, an Iranian citizen with a green card, has travelled to Iran

several times recently to visit his mother, who has cancer. Now if he leaves the United States
he may not be able to return. “You have to make a choice: do | want to see my mom or do |
want to keep my job?” he says. “This is something that for sure will hurt us personally, but
also the US, | think, because all these high-skilled type professionals would not want to be
here anymore.”

Legal challenge

On 28 January, the American Civil Liberties Union and other groups filed suit against the US
government to overturn the order on behalf of several people with valid visas who were
detained at US airports. Later that day, the group won a preliminary victory when a federal
judge ruled that the

government could not deport those detainees. But the ruling does not affect

those who were not in transit when the ban took effect.

Scientists have already begun to organize against the immigration policy.

More than 3,400 researchers —including 18 Nobel prize winners and five Fields medalists —
have signed a petition denouncing Trump’s actions. The American Association for the
Advancement of Science and the American Association of Universities have put out
statements urging the Trump

administration to re-evaluate the ban.

And universities have scrambled to understand how the US policy will affect their professors,
postdocs, students and other employees from the seven banned countries. Many are
advising them to stay in the United States until the situation becomes clearer.

But that is little comfort to an Iranian engineering student at Wayne State University in
Detroit, Michigan. The man just bought a house with his wife, who is expecting their first
child — a girl — next week. The couple was expecting their parents to come from Iran to
visit the baby, but those plans

are on hold. So are the green cards the young couple had expected to receive in April.

Now they are contemplating whether to start anew in Australia, where they hold permanent
residency cards that will expire in May. “If you leave, you can get your life back, your parents
back, your family back — but you will lose anything you did here,” the engineering student
says. “We worked hard

for this.”

Waiting game

The sudden nature of the ban has thrown many researchers’ professional lives into disarray.
Luca Freschi, an Italian microbial geneticist at Laval University, in Québec, Canada, had
planned to move to Harvard Medical School in March. But the US immigration ban has
disrupted those plans, because his Iranian wife Maryam will not be able to come with him.
She has encouraged Freschi to go without her.



“It’s crazy for us because we got the visa two days before the executive order was signed,”
he says.

Another couple, both scientists, are stuck in France while they wait to learn whether the
woman, an lranian, will be able to travel to the United States. They are each set to start jobs
at a US university in March.

And the ban is already scrambling some international collaborations. Samira Samimi, an
Iranian studying glaciology at the University of Calgary in Canada, was supposed to go to
Greenland in April on a NASA-funded expedition to study snow melt. The team will depart
from a US Air National Guard base

in Schenectady, New York, aboard a LC-130 cargo plane to Kangerlussuaqg, Greenland.

But Samimi won’t be able to cross the border to meet her colleagues in New York. And even
if she purchased a commercial ticket to Greenland, she might not be allowed to fly on the
cargo plane that will take the US team to its remote field sites.

If Samimi can’t get to Greenland to continue the research she started there last year, it could
slow her progress towards a PhD. “I thought | would be free in Canada,” she says. “I
wouldn’t have to fight for my rights anymore.” Samimi’s colleagues are exploring all options
to get her on the ice. “This really upsets me,” says Mike MacFerrin, a glaciologist at the
University of Colorado Boulder who is helping to organize the expedition. “None of this is
right.” He adds: “There is no way this helps us or our science.”

Seeking freedom

Some of those affected by the immigration shift suffered persecution in their home
countries.

Samimi, the glaciologist, was detained by Iranian police for the first time when she was 9,
because she wore a t-shirt advertising the US rock band Bon Jovi. Later, she was held and
guestioned because she dyed her hair unacceptable colours and wore nail polish.

Ubadah Sabbagh, a doctoral student in neuroscience at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, is a
Syrian citizen who moved to the United States seven years ago, aged 16, to attend
university. Because he ignored an order to serve in the Syrian army, he cannot return home
or renew his passport. Now he is

worried about conditions in the United States.

“This is not going to be a footnote in American history,” Sabbagh says. “We could slip into a
very dark place very quickly if people just decide to be indifferent.”

Then there is Amir Haji-Akbari, a computational statistical physicist from Iran, who won a
plum assistant professor job at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut, in 2016. The
position offered welcome security after his years as a postdoc, and he began planning to
apply for citizenship so that he could bring his elderly parents over from Iran.

His wife, who is studying quantitative and computational biology at Princeton University in
New Jersey, had invited her mother from Iran to watch her PhD defence in April.

Now all of that seems impossible, says Haji-Akbari, who as an ethnic Azeri and Sunni Muslim
faced discrimination in Iran. “I have always found the tolerance and religious freedom better
here,” he says. “Why am | considered a threat? What have | done to you? | have been a
second-class citizen in my

own country, and now here you are treating me like garbage.”



http://www.nature.com/news/meet-the-scientists-affected-by-trump-s-immigration-ban-
1.21389
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Trump's Travel Ban Targeting Muslims Stuns Climate Scientists:In a world
dependent on international cooperation, President Trump's, executive order
upset lives, careers and drew a rebuke from universities.

Inside Climate News, Jan. 30, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

When climate scientist Mike MacFerrin first heard about President Trump's executive order
banning travelers from seven predominantly Muslim countries from entering the U.S., he
realized it might prevent a fellow glaciologist from joining a research trip to study
Greenland's melting ice sheet.

Samira Samimi, a first-year PhD student at the University of Alberta in Calgary, had no idea
she might be affected personally until MacFerrin called her on Saturday morning. He
explained that it wasn't clear if Samimi-who's Iranian and a permanent resident of Canada-
could now get clearance to board

the U.S. Air National Guard plane that flies the scientists to their research site in Greenland.
MacFerrin shared the news in a profanity-laced tweet.

Another Iranian researcher whose life was abruptly upended said she and her husband want
to move to Canada. She works in the U.S., and the couple had both applied for green cards
to become permanent residents. But now, she said, "We really feel unwanted." She
requested anonymity for fear of a

hostile backlash.

These are just two cases involving climate scientists who have discussed their plights with
InsideClimate News. Certainly many more are in the same straits.

It's an example of how Trump's executive order has so deeply shaken the scientific
community, which relies on international cooperation. According to the Washington Post,
about one-fifth of the scientists in the U.S. are immigrants. There are no clear numbers on
how many come from the seven

listed countries-Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen-because scientific
organizations do not track researchers by nationality.

Universities and science advocacy groups such as the American Geophysical Union swiftly
condemned the ban. Some researchers are stranded in their home countries, unable to
return to the U.S. to continue their education, while others are afraid to leave the U.S. on
professional or personal trips, for

fear they won't be able to come back.

"The Executive Order on Friday appeared to me a stunning violation of our deepest
American values: the values of a nation of immigrants: fairness, equality, openness,
generosity, courage,"” L. Rafael Reif, president of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
wrote in a letter to the MIT community on Monday. "In a nation made rich by immigrants,


http://www.nature.com/news/meet-the-scientists-affected-by-trump-s-immigration-ban-1.21389
http://www.nature.com/news/meet-the-scientists-affected-by-trump-s-immigration-ban-1.21389

why would we signal to the world that we no longer welcome new talent?... | encourage
anyone who shares that view to work constructively to improve the

situation."

"It just doesn't make sense," Samimi said. "We are in the 21st century and | expect this
planet to be more civilized, if that's the right word for it."

Samimi said she hadn't come to grips with the potential loss of the expedition, which forms
the crux of her PhD research project. "That's my four-year plan for my whole PhD," she said.
"“It's absurd," said MacFerrin, a graduate student at the University of Colorado-Boulder who
is almost finished with his PhD.

MacFerrin said there are six researchers on the Greenland team, and they expect to fly there
in mid-April for a month. "Our team is small enough that we can't readily afford to cut
anyone from the team last-minute," he said in an email.

The NASA-funded project uses sensors to measure how quickly the firn-fallen snow that
eventually becomes ice-compresses into the ice sheet. Those measurements are crucial for
calculating how melting ice contributes to sea level rise.

During last year's Greenland expedition, Samimi left an instrument that measures the firn's
water content. This year, she plans to calibrate and maintain the instrument so it continues
operating. Because Samimi customized the instrument, adjusting the wiring and code to
optimize the measurements,

no one else can do the work, she said.

The Greenland team usually meets in New York before leaving in an Air National Guard
plane, which is necessary to carry their equipment and land safely on the ice. MacFerrin said
the researchers rent the plane through the National Science Foundation. He said Samimi
may be able to get around the

travel ban by meeting the team in Europe instead of in New York, but even then, he's not
sure if she'll be able to fly in a military plane.

This ban is not only upsetting, but it constitutes a "brain drain" for the scientific community,
MacFerrin said. Wired reported that the executive order had already inspired international
scientists to favor jobs in Europe or Canada.

It will also cost American taxpayers. The U.S.-based Iranian climate scientist who requested
anonymity said she and her husband have received about S1 million total from NASA and
other federal agencies over the years to fund their PhD and post-doctorate research and
salaries. They had been

looking forward to getting new jobs, she said, but "now that it's our chance to give back and
contribute, we have to leave the country."

Still, she said her education gives her options to go abroad, unlike the refugees who have
been barred from entering the U.S. and have nowhere else to go.

Samimi said the situation reminds her of the fear she felt in Iran, where "all my life | had this
fear [for] my future, my freedom. | worried about my human rights, about everything."
When she moved to Canada, and especially after she got her green card, that fear
disappeared-until now, she said. "As

a PhD student, as someone who wants to help our planet...I'm shocked that | have to go
back and experience the same thing. It feels like time is going backwards."
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/30012017/muslim-travel-ban-climate-science-research
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27th Brigade

Ontario soldier starts military career

Wayne Post, Jan. 27, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

Pfc. Cameron Crisafulli, of Ontario, recently started his military career

with the New York Army National Guard during a battle handoff ceremony at
the Patriot Way Armory in Rochester.

Crisafulli was formally welcomed into the Troop A, 2nd Squadron, 101st
Cavalry, Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition during the
transition ceremony.

The ceremony marked Crisafulli's completion of the National Guard Recruit
Sustainment program, which provides new recruits with training, lessons and
skills to excel at their military training.
http://www.waynepost.com/news/20170127/notable-names/1
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369th Sustainment Brigade

The Harlem Hellfighters: African-American WW!|1 heroes

Amsterdam News, February 2, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

In the World War | era, Jim Crow segregation laws were prominent throughout the United
States in all segments of society, as well as during physical combat overseas. Approximately
380,000 African-Americans served military duty then, gaining prominent status on the very
vulnerable front lines.

Despite overt racism in their own country, the all-Black 369th Infantry Regiment of the 93rd
Division, nicknamed the Harlem Hellfighters, fought alongside Caucasian Frenchmen in the
trenches, some even wearing French uniforms.

They wound up spending 191 consecutive days in combat (longer than any other American
unit). They could proudly boast that they "never had a prisoner of war captured by the
enemy during battle," revealed Chancellor of Information Lord Graceful Malik Allah. "The
Harlem Hellfighters was one of the most decorated units in military history, Black or white."
Initially shipped to France in December 1917, "They were supposed to stay on the side-lines,
but they wound up on front-street once General John Pershing assigned them to the 16th



Division of the French army," Allah explained. The 369th unit was very resilient and "one of
the most feared, respected and decorated Allied units," he added.

During combat, the Germans had nicknamed them the "Harlem Hellfighters," and being that
more than 70 percent of them originated from Harlem, it was very appropriate. Their French
allies referred to them as the "Men of Bronze."

While in France, James Reese Europe led the 369th Infantry Jazz Band to raise the soldiers'
morale while they endured the casualties of war. The rhythmic hymns enchanted soldiers.
Upon returning to Harlem in February 1919 at the conclusion of the Great War, Reese
stated, "I have come from France more firmly convinced than ever that [Blacks] should write
[Black] music. We have our own racial feeling and if we try to copy [Caucasians] we will
make bad copies. We won France by playing music which was ours and not a pale imitation
of others, and if we are to develop in America we must develop along our own lines."

The Harlem Hellfighters helped popularize jazz in Europe and introduced big band and
ragtime to the world.

After the war, The Hellfighters Jazz Band performed at their victory parade along NYC's Fifth
Avenue in front of more than a million people. Although they were well received, the torrid
"Red Summer" of 1919 saw numerous anti-Black riots erupt in 26 different cities across
America. The band's sounds helped to quell things a bit.

In 2014, Harlem Hellfighter Sgt. Henry Johnson received the Medal of Honor for his actions
during World War 1. In 2015, fellow Hellfighter William Henry Johnson was posthumously
awarded the Presidential Medal of Honor.

During the White House ceremony President Barack Obama stated, "The least we can do is
to say we know who you are. We know what you did for us. We are forever grateful."
http://amsterdamnews.com/news/2017/feb/02/harlem-hellfighters-african-american-wwi-
heroes/
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Harlem Hellfighters: the Jersey connection

My Central Jersey.com, Jan. 29, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

One hundred years ago, the world was at war, and America was about to tip the balance of
power on the Western Front.

Among the first Doughboys to go to France was the famed 369th United States Infantry,
better known as the Harlem Hellfighters. The regiment began as the Fifteenth New York
National Guard, consisting of African American citizen-soldiers from New York City and
beyond.

Numbered among the 2,000 soldiers that left Hoboken in December 1917 were more than
170 New Jersey volunteers. Three men came from Middlesex County, including Archie Redd
of New Brunswick. Several men had Native American ancestry from the Mahwah area. From
cities and small towns, from factories to farms, these men all enlisted in the regiment out of
a sense of duty and adventure.


http://amsterdamnews.com/news/2017/feb/02/harlem-hellfighters-african-american-wwi-heroes/

Their stories will be told on Feb. 18 at a 2 p.m. program at the East Brunswick Library. Co-
sponsored by the Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society, the East Brunswick
Human Relations Council, the New Brunswick Area Branch of the NAACP and the Old Bridge
Village Heritage Center, this landmark presentation is open to the public.

The regiment served in Middlesex County and at Camp Dix prior to shipping out. Thirteen
men from New Jersey never came back. Their service will be remembered at the program,
and uniforms and equipment from the period will be on display. Chief Dwaine Perry of the
Ramapough Lenape and members of the French Federation of Veterans will be in
attendance, among others related to the heroes of the Great War.

Special media presentations on the regiment and on East Brunswick’s role in the war will be
part of the events. Parents are encouraged to bring children age 8 and above to learn about
this forgotten chapter of American history, and the role of these New Jersey men who
fought for freedom and democracy in the trenches of France a century ago.

For further information, call 732-259-6624 or the Harlem Hell Fighters - NJConnection on
Facebook.

http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/how-we-live/race/2017/01/29/harlem-
hellfighters-jersey-connection/97062236/
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42nd Infantry Division

The Chronicle: Soldier acquitted of killing Chester native 1st Lt. Louis

The Chronicle, Feb. 1, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

Soldier acquitted of killing Chester native 1st Lt. Louis Allen has died: 'Fate has held him
accountable' Allen's widow says

CHESTER - Alberto B. Martinez, the New York Army National Guard staff sergeant acquitted
of murdering two superiors, including Chester native and Milford, Pa., resident First Lt. Louis
E. Allen, has died.

An obituary published online in a Florida newspaper where Sgt. Martinez was living revealed
he died on Jan. 22, 2017, at age 49. An official cause of death was not released.

Allen's widow, Barbara Allen, confirmed Martinez's death.

"I find it ironic that he surely would have lived longer had he been convicted or even
sentenced to death, as the military does not actually follow through on death sentences,
anyway," Allen said. "I hope his children overcome their father's legacy of evil and
destruction, and | hope all of our families can begin to heal now that Fate has held him
accountable far more than the military ever did."

Martinez was found not guilty in 2008 by a military jury on two counts of premeditated
murder in the deaths of Lt. Allen and Capt. Phillip T. Esposito of Suffern. The two officers


http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/how-we-live/race/2017/01/29/harlem-hellfighters-jersey-connection/97062236/
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/local/how-we-live/race/2017/01/29/harlem-hellfighters-jersey-connection/97062236/

were killed in June 2005 after an explosion occurred in a window of their room at a United
States military base in Tikrit, Iraq, an explosion prosecutors accused Martinez of causing.

If convicted, Sgt. Martinez could have faced the death penalty. He was the first soldier from
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to be accused of "fragging," the military term for
deliberately killing or attempting to kill a fellow soldier, usually a superior officer.

Lt. Allen, 34, had graduated from Chester Academy in 1988, taught science at John S. Burke
Catholic High School in Goshen and then at George F. Baker High School in Tuxedo, where he
coached softball and soccer. He was a married father of four sons.

Capt. Esposito was a West Point graduate and a married father of a young daughter.

In a Jan. 26 blog post, Capt. Esposito's widow Siobhan Esposito wrote, "Martinez was the
man who murdered and got away with it. Should the Army also get away with it? Should it
not be judged for its errors and be made to reform itself accordingly?"

A scholarship has been set up in Lt. Allen's name at Chester Academy, the Chester post office
is named after him, and the Lou Allen Memorial Softball Tournament is held annually at
George F. Baker High School in Tuxedo.

Barbara Allen wrote about her story in her book "Front Toward Enemy" and is co-founder of
American Snippets, an online magazine that features inspiring American stories. She is also a
national speaker and veteran's advocate, continuing to fight to secure the Purple Heart
Award for her husband.
http://www.chroniclenewspaper.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20170201/NEWS01/1702
09982/Soldier-acquitted-of-killing-Chester-native-1st-Lt-Louis-Allen-has-died
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Soldier acquitted of killing Chester native 1st Lt. Louis Allen has died

The Photo News, February 2, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

CHESTER - Alberto B. Martinez, the New York Army National Guard staff sergeant acquitted
of murdering two superiors, including Chester native and Milford, Pa., resident First Lt. Louis
E. Allen, has died.

An obituary published online in a Florida newspaper where Sgt. Martinez was living revealed
he died on Jan. 22, 2017, at age 49. An official cause of death was not released.

Allen's widow, Barbara Allen, confirmed Martinez's death.

"I find it ironic that he surely would have lived longer had he been convicted or even
sentenced to death, as the military does not actually follow through on death sentences,
anyway," Allen said. "l hope his children overcome their father's legacy of evil and
destruction, and | hope all of our families can begin to heal now that Fate has held him
accountable far more than the military ever did."

Martinez was found not guilty in 2008 by a military jury on two counts of premeditated
murder in the deaths of Lt. Allen and Capt. Phillip T. Esposito of Suffern. The two officers
were killed in June 2005 after an explosion occurred in a window of their room at a United
States military base in Tikrit, Irag, an explosion prosecutors accused Martinez of causing.


http://www.chroniclenewspaper.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20170201/NEWS01/170209982/Soldier-acquitted-of-killing-Chester-native-1st-Lt-Louis-Allen-has-died
http://www.chroniclenewspaper.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20170201/NEWS01/170209982/Soldier-acquitted-of-killing-Chester-native-1st-Lt-Louis-Allen-has-died

If convicted, Sgt. Martinez could have faced the death penalty. He was the first soldier from
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to be accused of "fragging," the military term for
deliberately killing or attempting to kill a fellow soldier, usually a superior officer.
Lt. Allen, 34, had graduated from Chester Academy in 1988, taught science at John S. Burke
Catholic High School in Goshen and then at George F. Baker High School in Tuxedo, where he
coached softball and soccer. He was a married father of four sons.
Capt. Esposito was a West Point graduate and a married father of a young daughter.
In a Jan. 26 blog post, Capt. Esposito's widow Siobhan Esposito wrote, "Martinez was the
man who murdered and got away with it. Should the Army also get away with it? Should it
not be judged for its errors and be made to reform itself accordingly?"
A scholarship has been set up in Lt. Allen's name at Chester Academy, the Chester post office
is named after him, and the Lou Allen Memorial Softball Tournament is held annually at
George F. Baker High School in Tuxedo.
Barbara Allen wrote about her story in her book "Front Toward Enemy" and is co-founder of
American Snippets, an online magazine that features inspiring American stories. She is also a
national speaker and veteran's advocate, continuing to fight to secure the Purple Heart
Award for her husband.
http://www.thephoto-
news.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AlD=/20170202/NEWS01/170209984/0/NEWS01/Soldier-
acquitted-of-killing-Chester-native-1st-Lt-Louis-Alle
n-has-died

Return to top

69th Infantry

Military News

Burlington County Times, Feb. 2, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

Staff Sergeant Michael Malave, of Pemberton Township, has reenlisted to continue service
with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1-69* Infantry of the New York Army
National Guard.
http://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/local/community/military-news/arti

cle 073fd11a-e3de-11e6-8623-7bb0ca862015.html
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Joint Force Headquarters

Soldiers recognized for success at National Guard annual training

The Recorder, Jan 30, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017
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LATHAM - Members of the New York Army National Guard Joint Force Headquarters based
here received military awards Jan. 7 for their support of a 2016 training exercise during their
July 2016 deployment to Fort Polk, Louisiana.

The soldiers deployed as part of the Exercise Support Group, supporting more than 5,000
participants from more than 30 states across the country, during the month of July at Fort
Polk as part of the training rotation at the Joint Readiness Training Center, known as JRTC.
Their experience included managing the personnel and logistics support for the deployment
and staging at Fort Polk followed by more than ten days of offensive and defensive missions
in the post maneuver areas.

The Exercise Support Group provided the administrative and logistics backbone to allow the
combat forces of the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat team to focus on the force on force
training exercise.

The brigade task force included the entire New York Army National Guard brigade combat
team, along with supporting elements that included additional infantry units from
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. Aviation support for the task force included
aircrews from Connecticut, Maryland and Utah.

Awardees included:

Sgt. 1st Class Douglas Browning, of Amsterdam, who received the Army Achievement Medal.
Sgt. 1st Class Cory Goodspeed, of Amsterdam, who received the Army Achievement Medal.
Master Sgt. Javier Santana, of Amsterdam, who received the Army Commendation Medal.
The Joint Readiness Training Center allows Army units to conduct combat trainingin a
realistic environment which features a well-trained opposing force, civilian role-players on
the battlefield, high-tech systems which monitor the action, and observer-controllers to
evaluate unit actions.

https://www.recordernews.com/lifestyle/happenings/76846
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National Guard honored

Glens Falls Post Star, Jan 30, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

LATHAM — Members of the New York Army National Guard Joint Force Headquarters
received military awards Jan. 7 for their support of a 2016 training exercise during their July
2016 deployment to Fort Polk, Louisiana.

The soldiers deployed as part of the Exercise Support Group, supporting more than 5,000
participants from more than 30 states across the country, during the month of July at Fort
Polk as part of the training rotation at the Joint Readiness Training Center, known as JRTC.
Their experience included managing the personnel and logistics support for the deployment
and staging at Fort Polk followed by more than 10 days of offensive and defensive missions
in the post maneuver areas. The Exercise Support Group provided the administrative and
logistics



backbone to allow the combat forces of the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat team to focus on
the force on force training exercise.

The brigade task force included the entire New York Army National Guard brigade combat
team, along with supporting elements that included additional infantry units from
Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Pennsylvania. Aviation support for the task force included
aircrews from Connecticut, Maryland and

Utah.

Awardees included:

Sgt. Maj. Timothy Casey of Granville, who received the Army Commendation

Medal;

Staff Sgt. Amanda Chard of Hudson Falls, who received the Army Achievement

Medal;

Sgt. Cristie Heath of Hudson Falls, who received the Army Achievement Medal;

Sgt. 1st Class Robert Landry of Greenwich, who received the Army Achievement

Medal; and

Staff Sgt. Kara Livingston of South Glens Falls, who received the Army

Achievement Medal.

http://poststar.com/lifestyles/hometown/in-the-military/article 5963ea84-fa8e-5d1le-affc-
€83bb0b87911.html
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New York Army National Guard

Military achievements by local residents' week of Jan. 30 to Feb. 3

Syracuse.com, 1/30/17:
Feb 03, 2017

Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, the adjunct general, announced the recent service
accomplishment of members of the New York Army National Guard: They are:

Pvt. Sebastion Fournier, of Auburn, with the Company D, 2-108th Infantry; Pvt. Gary
Monroe, of Oswego, with the Company B, 2-108th Infantry; Pvt. Lyhanna Usher, of Syracuse,
with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion; Pfc.
Matthew Geers, of Georgetown, with the 206th Military Police Company; Spc. Edward
Kiewra, of Liverpool, with the Intelligence and Sustainment Company, 42nd Infantry Division;
Pfc. Jordan Dowdy, of Syracuse, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427t
Brigade Support Battalion; Pfc. Timothy Bolton, of Syracuse, with the

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427th Brigade Support Battalion; Pfc.
Christopher Finn, of Liverpool, with the company D, 2nd Battalion, 108™ Infantry; Pvt.
Michael Labbate, of East Syracuse, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
427th Brigade Support Battalion; Pfc. Brandon Bamba, of Syracuse, with the Headquarters
and Service Company, 642nd Support


http://poststar.com/lifestyles/hometown/in-the-military/article_5963ea84-fa8e-5d1e-affc-e83bb0b87911.html
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Battalion; Pfc. Zachary Curinga, of Brewerton, with the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 42nd Combat Aviation Brigade; Pfc. Jonathan Hinds, of Syracuse, with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion; Spc.
Edward Kiewra, of Liverpool, with the

Intelligence and Sustainment Company, 42nd Infantry Division; Spc. Jeffrey Bonicky, of
Syracuse, with the 102nd Military Police Battalion; Pvt. Jason Coleman, of Syracuse, with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2" Battalion, 108th Infantry; Pvt. Martin Fethers,
of Auburn, with the Troop A,

2-101 Cavalry (Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Target Acquisition; Pfc. Daniel Mawson, of
Tully, with the 206th Military Police Company; Pvt. James Briggs, of Weedsport, with the
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102" Military Police Battalion; and Spc. Jeffrey
Bonicky, of Syracuse, with the

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion.

Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, the adjunct general, announced the reenlistments of
members of the New York Army National Guard: Reenlisted are:

Spc. Lucas Bennett, of Pulaski, with the 152nd Engineer Support Company; Master Sgt. Brian
Bennett, of Moravia, with the Joint Force Headquarters; 1st Sgt. Matthew Henry, of Auburn,
with the Company C, 2-108th Infantry; Private 1st Class Jonathan Dudley, of Tully, with the
206th Military Police

Company; Staff Sgt. Jonathan Crego, of Oswego, with the Headquarters, 106" Regiment
(Regional Training Institute); Spc. Jeremy Weaver, of Syracuse, with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion; Staff Sgt. William Riley, of
Liverpool, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2-108th Infantry; Sgt. Ruben
Alvaranga, of Clay, with

the 1427th Transportation Company; Spc. Steven Caggy, of Liverpool, with the Company D,
2-108th Infantry; Sgt. Stephen Mulholland, of Auburn, with the 222nd Military Police
Company; 1st Sgt. Brandon Musso, of Auburn, with the

Company a, 642nd Support Battalion; Sgt. John Strong, of Fulton, with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion; Staff Sgt. Robert Hill, of
Auburn, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion;
Staff Sgt. Joel

Andersen, of Clay, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2-108th

Infantry; Sgt. Phillip Flora, of Auburn, with the Headquarters and

Headquarters Company, 102nd Military Police Battalion; Sgt. Marcus Gaten, of

Syracuse, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427th Brigade

Support Battalion; Staff Sgt. Elizabeth Kirkby, of Syracuse, with the

Medical Command; Sgt. Brittany Parr, of Syracuse, with the Company B

(Maintenance), 427th Brigade Support Battalion; and Staff Sgt. Raymond

Persons, of Cicero, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427th

Brigade Support Battalion.



Maj. Gen. Anthony P. German, the adjunct general, announced the promotions of members
of the New York Army National Guard: Promoted are:

Jerome Griffin, of Syracuse, with the 827th Engineer Company, to the rank of Private 1st
Class; Brian Pidkaminy, of Manlius, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Combat
Aviation Brigade, 42nd Infantry Division, to the rank of Major; Chanel Powell, of Liverpool,
with the 1156th Engineer Company, to the

rank of Spc; Alexandria Woods, of Munnsville, with the 1156th Engineer Company, to the
rank of Spc; Holden Fenner, of Nedrow, with the 27t Infantry Brigade Combat Team, to the
rank of Captain; Robinson Lingo, of Fayetteville, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, to the rank of

Captain; Joel Andersen, of Clay, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2-108th
Infantry, to the rank of Staff Sgt; John Strong, of Fulton, with the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, to the rank of Sgt; Lance
Myers, of Weedsport, with the 222nd

Military Police Company, to the rank of Spc; Brad Olden, of Canastota, with the 27th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, to the rank of Private 1st Class; Erik Liepke, of Mattydale, with the
27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, to the rank of Spc; Scott Rich, of Syracuse, with the
Joint Force Headquarters,

to the rank of Major; Jarred Loughlin, of LaFayette, with the Company D, 2-108th Infantry, to
the rank of Spc; Sultani Campbell, of Syracuse, with the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 2-108th Infantry, to the rank of Private 1st Class; Isaiah Richardson, of Syracuse,
with the Headquarters and

Headquarters Company, 2-108th Infantry, to the rank of Spc; Michael Labbate, of East
Syracuse, with the Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 427t Brigade Support
Battalion, to the rank of Private; Crystal Crabtree, of Liverpool, with the Headquarters, 53rd
Troop Command, to the rank of

Captain; Tyler Jirinec, of Cayuga, with the 222nd Military Police Company, to the rank of Spc;
Maria White, of Auburn, with the 222nd Military Police Company, to the rank of Private;
Sean Coyne, of Liverpool, with the 27 Infantry Brigade Combat Team, to the rank of Private
1st Class; Joshua

Spencer, of North Syracuse, with the 27th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, to the rank of
Captain; Dylan Whittico, of Memphis, with the 827th Engineer Company, to the rank of Spc;
Anthony Jacob, of Central Square, with the Company D, 2-108th Infantry, to the rank of Sgt;
lan Mathewson, of Oneida,

with the Company B (Military Intelligence), 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, to the
rank of Sgt; and Clifton Thompson, of Auburn, with the Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 27th Brigade Special Troops Battalion, to the rank of Sgt.
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2017/01/military achievements by local reside
nts week of jan 30 to feb 3.html
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Post Star, Jan. 27, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

Local man joins National Guard

LATHAM — Maj. General Anthony P. German, the adjutant general of New York, announced
the recent service accomplishment of members of the New York Army National Guard in
recognition of their initial commitment to serve community, state and nation. The newest
Citizen Soldiers to complete Army

basic combat training and advanced individual training were welcomed to their units during
a New York Army National Guard battle hand-off ceremony.

Pfc. Ricky Baker of Granville was formally welcomed into the Company E (Forward Support
Company, Infantry), 427th Brigade Support Battalion during a transition ceremony held Jan.
22 at the Queensbury Readiness Center in Queensbury.

National Guard soldiers reenlist

LATHAM — Maj. General Anthony P. German, the adjutant general, announced the recent
reenlistment of members of the New York Army National Guard in recognition of their
continuing commitment to serve community, state and nation as part of the Army National
Guard.

Staff Sgt. Christopher Kyne of Granville has reenlisted to continue service

with the 466th Medical Company Area Support.

Sgt. 1st Class Adam Barber of Hudson Falls has reenlisted to continue service with the Company B,
Recruiting and Retention.
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New York Senator introduces legislation to allow military recruiters to

7 WKBW ,Jan 31, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

BUFFALO, N.Y. (WKBW) - A pair of bills aimed at ramping up security measures at military
recruiting centers in New York would allow military recruiters and Reserved Officers'
Training Corps (ROTC) to carry firearms.

Senate Majority Task Force on Counterterrorism and Public Protection member State
Senator Robert Ortt (R-C-I, North Tonawanda), announced the bills today, asserting they
would better protect members of the New York National Guard and ROTC from active
shooter situations.

Senator Ortt, a Combat Veteran of the New York Army National Guard, released a statement
saying the legislation will bring New York in line with federal policy and help protect service
members in the long run by allowing military personnel at National Guard Recruiting Centers
carry firearms while on duty.



A separate legislation (52920) would improve the security and protection of recruiting
centers and ROTC units in New York.

Senator Ortt's bills (52921) mimic a federal legislation that took place last year by the
Department of Defense after several active-shooter attacks on military bases across the
country. Before this directive, U.S. Armed Forces and DOD personnel could not carry
personal firearms on military

recruitment centers.

That federal policy doesn't apply to a state's National Guard because it is a division of
Military and Naval Affairs. Senator Ortt's bills would change that. They would also would put
into play heavier defense policies at National Guard recruiting centers and ROTC units to
better protect

employees, recruits, and visitors. Additionally, security would strengthened by adding metal
detectors, bulletproof glass, surveillance video, and barricades.

http://www.wkbw.com/news/new-york-senator-introduces-legislation-to-allow-military-recruiters-
to-carry-firearms
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Ortt introduces legislation to allow military recruiters & ROTC members to
carry firearms; strengthen security measures at centers

Niagara Frontier.com, Tue, Jan 31, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

Senate Majority Task Force on Counterterrorism and Public Protection member New York
State Sen. Rob Ortt (R-C-I, North Tonawanda) introduced a pair of bills on Tuesday that
would better protect members of the New York National Guard and ROTC from active
shooter situations or domestic acts of terrorism.

Ortt's bill (52921) is mirrored after federal legislation that took effect late last year. Ortt's bill
would allow military personnel at National Guard Recruiting Centers and ROTC units to carry
firearms while on duty. In a separate piece of legislation (52920), policies would be
established to improve the security and protection of recruiting centers and ROTC units
across the state.

Ortt, combat veteran of the New York Army National Guard, said, "Our New York National
Guard and ROTC personnel are a key piece of our United States Armed Forces. We need to
recognize that, in this day and age, they are terrorist targets on our home soil. This
legislation will bring New York in line with federal policy and ultimately go a long way in
protecting our service members."

Batavia Assemblyman Steve Hawley said, "Domestic terrorist attacks have skyrocketed in
recent years, and military bases and centers have become frequent targets. No matter the
military branch in which they serve, it is paramount to provide the utmost protections to our
dedicated servicemen and women. As a veteran, | know the dangers our members of the
military face, and this legislation will allow them to defend themselves in the event of an


http://www.wkbw.com/news/new-york-senator-introduces-legislation-to-allow-military-recruiters-to-carry-firearms
http://www.wkbw.com/news/new-york-senator-introduces-legislation-to-allow-military-recruiters-to-carry-firearms

attack. | am proud to support Sen. Ortt's efforts and sponsor same-as legislation in the house
to help New York get up to speed with federal legislation that is already in place."

In November of 2016, due to a number of active-shooter attacks on military bases
nationwide, the Department of Defense issued federal policy authorizing U.S. military
personnel to carry firearms on base. Prior to the DOD directive, members of the U.S. Armed
Forces and DOD personnel were not allowed to carry personal firearms on military
installations.

The new federal policy, however, does not apply to a state's National Guard, which is a
division of Military and Naval Affairs. The decision as to whether to arm state Guard
personnel is at the discretion of governors and state adjutants generals. Currently, military
recruitment center employees are unarmed. Ortt's bill would change that.

Ortt's other bill (S2920) would implement stronger defense policies at National Guard
recruiting centers and ROTC units. The legislation would make necessary changes to
recruiting centers and ROTC units to better protect and defend employees, recruits, visitors
and other individuals against any acts of violence or terrorism.

Building security at recruiting centers and ROTC units would be strengthened by installing
metal detectors, bulletproof glass, video surveillance equipment and barricades. Changes
would also include relocating recruiting or training centers to armories or other secure
locations.

Ortt first introduced this bill in the summer of 2015 shortly after five service members were
shot and killed at a military recruitment station and naval training center in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. The legislation passed the Senate in June of 2016.
http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2017/01/31/127416/ortt-introduces-
legislation-to-allow-military-recruiters-rotc-members-to-carry-firearms-strengthen-security-
measures-at-centers
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The Leader-herald: Rouse transfers to medical company

The Leader-herald, February 2, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

Rouse transfers to medical company

FORT PLAIN - Pvt. Gabrielle Rouse of Fort Plain was formally welcomed into the 466th Area
Support Medical Company during a transition ceremony at the Queensbury Readiness
Center.

The newest citizen soldiers who have completed Army basic combat training and advanced
individual training were welcomed to their units during a New York Army National Guard
battle handoff ceremony on Jan. 22.

For more information about the New York Army National Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov or
www.1800goguard.com.
http://www.leaderherald.com/news/in-brief/2017/02/rouse-transferes-to-medical-
company/



http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2017/01/31/127416/ortt-introduces-legislation-to-allow-military-recruiters-rotc-members-to-carry-firearms-strengthen-security-measures-at-centers
http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2017/01/31/127416/ortt-introduces-legislation-to-allow-military-recruiters-rotc-members-to-carry-firearms-strengthen-security-measures-at-centers
http://www.wnypapers.com/news/article/current/2017/01/31/127416/ortt-introduces-legislation-to-allow-military-recruiters-rotc-members-to-carry-firearms-strengthen-security-measures-at-centers
http://www.dmna.ny.gov/
http://www.leaderherald.com/news/in-brief/2017/02/rouse-transferes-to-medical-company/
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Village could move police to armory

Adirondack Daily Enterprise, February 2, 2017:
Feb 03, 2017

SARANAC LAKE - The shuttered state armory could be the new home of the Saranac Lake
Police Department.

That's one possibility that emerged when village of Saranac Lake, town of Harrietstown and
Franklin County leaders met last week with state Sen. Betty Little at the Harrietstown Town
Hall.

Meanwhile, the village Board of Trustees held a closed-door executive session Monday to
discuss several properties, including the armory and the village firehouse on Broadway.
Armory meeting

Village Mayor Clyde Rabideau and village Manager John Sweeney, Harrietstown Supervisor
Mike Kilroy and Councilman Ron Keough, and county Legislative Chairwoman Barbara Rice
sat at the table with Little in the town hall board room Friday. Paul Maroun, who works as
Little's counsel and is also Tupper Lake's mayor and a Franklin County legislator, was also
there.

Formerly home to a New York Army National Guard detachment, the Route 3 armory closed
last fall in a cost cutting move by the state Division of Military and Naval Affairs. The local
detachment was merged with the rest of Company B, 2nd Battalion, 108th Infantry, based in
Morrisonville.

Over the last few months, Little has worked with the state Office of General Services on a
way to transfer the armory building and property to the local municipalities, but it's proved
to be complicated.

Since the armory property is state-owned land and most of it, including the building, is not in
the village, it could be considered Forest Preserve land, which means it couldn't be sold
without an amendment to Article 14 of the state constitution, known as the "forever wild"
clause. Similar "forever wild" issues have held up the transfer of Camp Gabriels in the town
of Brighton.

"One possibility is the village could ask, through a resolution, to annex the whole piece of
property," Little reported to the group. "That would make it exempt from the Forest
Preserve land."

Since learning about that, however, Little said the state Department of Environmental
Conservation would have to approve the annexation. The village would also need town
approval to annex the land, she said.

"The second possibility is to change the classification," Little said. "It is administrative agency
right now. OGS thought that if we got the (state) Criminal Justice Department, like parole, to
take over operation of the building, they would have a small office in it, and then if you're
talking about a police station, you could still go ahead with that."



Kilroy said the town doesn't have any interest in the building, but it would like to add some
of the armory property to the adjacent Dewey Mountain Recreation Center.

"We don't need the building," he said. "(The village) needs it more than we do. We want
some of the land for cross-country trails."

Village officials have previously lobbied the state for use of the building as a new home for
the village police and/or fire departments and potential office space. The current police
station behind 3 Main St. and the firehouse on Broadway are outdated and cramped for
space. Village officials are also looking for new office space, even though they recently
renewed their lease for the second floor in the town hall.

Sweeney said Friday that he doesn't think the armory would be well-suited for the fire
department, "because of the location so far up that hill, and the access to it." However,
Rabideau said the building would be ideal for the police department.

"It would be a great location for the police department, and they need it," he said.
"Secondarily, we could move the village offices there. We've done some preliminary
estimations, and that would require an expenditure (of about $450,000) for an elevator and
retrofit of the second floor."

The armory's drill hall and an open field on the property could be used for recreation, the
mayor added.

For now, Rabideau said the village could lease the space from the state for the police
department, but it would ask for annexation. Eventually, the village would like title to the
property so it could make improvements that could allow it to move its offices to the
armory's second floor, Rabideau said.

"We'd also like to see the town acquire more land for Dewey, but that's in their bailiwick,"
Rabideau said.

"Whatever we can do to help the village get the building, we'll do," Kilroy said.

"The most important thing | can see is the town and village are willing to work together on
getting their hands on this land and this building," Little said. "It's a good cooperative effort."
Little said she'd go back to OGS officials and, "for starters," ask them about the village
leasing the armory for the police department.
http://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2017/02/village-could-move-
police-to-armory/
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These new Guard and Reserve units will deploy with active Army divisions and

Army Times, Jan. 29, 2017 :
Feb 03, 2017

When the 1st Infantry Division headquarters deployed to Iraq late last year, they brought
with them about 100 Nebraska National Guardsmen. The addition of the Guard soldiers is
part of an Army initiative to round out its active-duty division and corps headquarters
elements during


http://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2017/02/village-could-move-police-to-armory/
http://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2017/02/village-could-move-police-to-armory/
http://www.adirondackdailyenterprise.com/news/local-news/2017/02/village-cou

deployments.

Known as Main Command Post — Operational Detachments, or MCP-ODs, these units are
designed to beef up whittled-down active Army headquarters elements that were cut from
about 700 people to 500 in fiscal year 2016 because of budget constraints. The MCP-ODs are
meant to provide headquarters

elements with the additional manpower for areas such as intelligence, operations and
logistics.

The MCP-ODs were born out of a directive from former Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray
Odierno, who retired in August 2015, officials said.

"Rather than cut a headquarters, he said, 'l think we can still accomplish most of our
missions with these headquarters, but when they deploy to a theater of operations, they’ll
have the ability to increase their capability and capacity,' Col. Chuck Hensley, chief of plans
for Army Forces Command,

told Army Times in a Jan. 6 interview.

Paring down headquarters meant avoiding cuts to larger organizations, he added.
"[Odierno] didn’t want to cut Army National Guard divisions. We’d already gone from four
corps to three with the inactivation of V Corps out of U.S. Army Europe," Hensley said. "He
didn’t want to cut the regular Army divisions down below the 10 that we already have."

The MCP-ODs can have up to around 100 soldiers from Army Reserve or Guard units,
primarily with military intelligence, signal operations, civil affairs, engineering and sustainer
backgrounds.

"So it really started with [senior Army leaders saying] 'hey, I’'m going to create a problem.
Can we at the Department of the Army come up with a solution?'" Hensley said.

For example, the 1st Infantry Division MCP-OD has 91 Nebraska Guard soldiers and five civil
affairs reservists, according to FORSCOM mobilization branch chief Chris Bagley.

Another MCP-0D, which has been alerted but hasn't deployed, has 75 Texas reservists
preparing to deploy with Il Corps' headquarters out of Fort Hood.

The Army plans to stand up a total of 13 MCP-ODs. So far the detachment for the 1st
Infantry Division is deployed, while the 1st Armored Division and Il Corps detachments have
been alerted, Bagley said.

For their next deployments, the 10th Mountain Division will get a contingent of New York
Guard soldiers, while Georgia Guardsmen will team up with the 3rd Infantry Division.

The partnerships are all local, Hensley said.

"What you didn’t want to have was a soldier who lived in Indiana and then have to drive or
fly to Texas once a month for drill," he said.

In total, there will be nine Guard MCP-ODS and one Reserve -- with the 25" Infantry Division
in Hawaii -- assigned to divisions. Reserve personnel will make up the MCP-ODs for the three
corps headquarters. All of the detachments are scheduled to be stood up by the end of the
year, Bagley said.

'Plug and play'

A commander "can ask for the entire unit, or he can pretty much go in and plug and play
what sections of the MCP-OD that he wants to take with him to a deployment," Bagley said.
Cutting the size of its division and corps headquarters got the Army within budget and
allowed units at home to maintain a dwell time of one year deployed and two years home. It



was a better alternative than eliminating a division headquarters and asking those remaining
to speed up their

deployment cycles, officials said.

"If we have a requirement — which we do right now — for two divisions in Afghanistan and
two divisions in Iraq, and you only have 10 regular Army divisions, two of which are tied up
in the Pacific theater of operations, we didn’t want to cut headquarters because then we
wouldn’t be able to generate

the dwell to re-train, re-equip and re-man the units," Hensley said.

Now, the tricky part is lining up that one-to-two dwell time with the Guard and Reserve, who
have a one-to-four dwell time.

Once stood up, MCP-ODs are a permanent element of the Guard or Reserve units

who man them, so those personnel drill with their active counterparts and become devoted
to them full-time.

If the MCP-OD members have civilian employment and are required to spend four years at
home between deployments, FORSCOM has to figure out how to support that.

"So that’s one of the future friction points we’ll work through with the Guard and the
Reserve. If in fact 1st ID has to deploy to another mission, how do we go about meeting their
requirements if the MCP-OD is again required?" Hensley said. "We're not going to increase
the demand on the Guard and the Reserve soldiers. They're not going to have an extra
burden because they’re part of the MCP-OD."

https://www.armytimes.com/articles/these-new-guard-and-reserve-units-will-deploy-with-active-
army-divisions-and-corps
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