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Winter Safety Campaign / Merry Christmas 2023

Merry Christmas! Be safe and take the time to reflect and spend quality time with
family and loved ones! Enjoy the winter weather - safety first!

Remember that standards and discipline, as well as safety awareness applies 24/7,
both on and off duty! Always have a backup plan, be ready for anything!

Get your FREE flu shot and stay healthy during the holidays!
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Holiday Season 2025

While the winter holiday season is filled with traditions, celebrations, and time spent with
family and friends, it is also a very dangerous time of year for Soldiers off duty and
presents unique risks that demand our attention. Historically, the Army loses about 10
Soldiers between Thanksgiving and New Year's Day. Too often, these tragedies stem
from private motor vehicle accidents, with speeding, failure to wear seat belts, and
alcohol use as leading factors.

This year, we can change that story. As the holiday season draws near, remember that
safety is a mission we all share. As stated by the Secretary of the Army in a recently
released message, Just Pick Up During the Holidays, “we're all in this together."
Leaders, stay engaged with your Soldiers, understand their holiday plans, and reinforce
the importance of making sound decisions — especially on the road. Soldiers, remain
vigilant in every off-duty activity and continue to look out for your battle buddies.
Whether at home or on the road, risk management must remain a priority.

The U.S. Amy Combat Readiness Center has produced a variety of tools to help

manage risk, including the 2025 Off-Duty Safety Awareness Presentation and Safety

Shorts, both of which are ready made safety briefs that are perfect for preparing WINTER READY, +
Soldiers for the hazards they could encounter during the holidays. Those products - as mission STEADY!
well as numerous other risk management tools, such as counseling checklists, small- S
unit leader cards, and downloadable safety briefings - can be found on the USACRC g
website at hitps://safety.army.mil,

Reducing off-duty mishaps will always be a challenge, but with your engaged leadership
and the disciplined use of risk management toals, | believe in our ability to rise to it.
Every safe choice strengthens our formations, protects our battle buddies, and ensures
we all return ready for the missions ahead. Together, we will succeed.

You have given your all throughout 2025, and now it's time to take well-earned rest.
Enjoy this season with family and friends, and know that your dedication has made a
lasting impact on our Army. Thank you for your service, your commitment, and for being
part of this great team. We look forward to standing strong together again in 2026.
Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful, safe, and memorable holiday season.
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BE ALL YOU CAN BE - Readiness Through Safety!
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The Safe Road to Santa’s Workshop

10 Signs to Follow

Safety & Occupational Health Manager
Alicia Howard
alicia.l.howard.civ@army.mil

COM: 518-786-6097

DSN: 489-6097

M-Day Safety Officer
COL Shawn Hatch
shawn.c.hatch2.mil@army.mil

M-Day Safety Officer
LTC Alexander Prezioso
alexander.prezioso.mil@army.mil

State Safety Points of Contact

Safety Specialist
Chuck Austin
charles.b.austin2.civ@army.mil

COM: 518-786-6121
DSN: 489-6121

M-Day Safety Officer
CWS5 Ethan Bloom
Ethan.j.bloom.mil@army.mil

M-Day Safety NCO
MSG Martin Cozens
martin.h.cozens.mil@army.mil

Safety Specialist

Matthew Williams
matthew.s.williams117.mil@army.mil
COM: 518-786-4329

DSN: 489-4329

Industrial Hygienist

Thomas Phipps
thomas.c.phipps.civ@army.mil
COM: 518-786-4660

DSN: 489-4660

Occupational Health Nurse
Mr. Christopher Gardner
christopher.m.gardner43.civ@army.mil
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