
“They Roll When We Do”

by Staff Sgt. Raymond Drumsta, 138th MPAD, New York National Guard

NEW YORK CITY--New York Army
National Guardsmen are providing the
extra eyes and ears needed in this time
of crisis, police sources say.

From Brooklyn Bridge to Grand
Central Station, New York Army
National Guardsmen, clad in
camouflage and patrol caps, are on
station—working with New York City
Police to boost security at the Big
Apple’s major transit hubs.

Called presence patrolling by the
military, the Metro Transit Authority
(MTA) police, whose beat is subways,
tunnels and bridges, see the soldiers as an
intelligence asset.
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The soldiers need weapons, said New York City Resident Luis Bergara.
“I think the National Guard [here] should be armed,” Bergara said.
Armed or not, Bergara said the soldiers have increased his sense of security.
“There’s not enough police around,” he said.  “There’s not enough forces on the street

with everything going on.  Now, with the National Guard, we have more forces patrolling
the street.”

In the majestic white marble passages of Grand Central Station, the guardsmen are
posted with police officers.  Like the police, the soldiers seem to have a born crowd
rapport, as commuters stop and ask for directions, or more often than not, thank them for
being there.

“I’ve been checking the [guard] posts,” said 1st Sgt. Carl Dornbush, C Company,
230th Signal Battalion, “and at every one of them, someone has come up and said
something like, ‘glad to see you’ or glad you’re here’.”

The soldiers’ main contribution in this time of crisis seems to be reassurance,
Dornbush added, a sentiment echoed by commuter Karen Lutzker.

“I feel much better that the National Guard is here,” said Lutzker, who hadn’t taken
the subway since September 11.

“If I hadn’t seen the National Guard at Grand Central Station, I might not have taken
the subway,” she said.

Lutzker said she would like a sustained National Guard presence in New York City.
 “I don’t feel safe anymore,” she said.
Staff Sgt. Edward Hickman, 230th Signal Battalion, said working at Grand Central

Station is not a difficult job.
“We’re hoping nothing will happen,” he said.
Posted on the street outside Grand Central Station, Hickman said he sometimes feels

more like greeter than a guard, because of the warm response the commuters and
pedestrians give him.

“It gives me a greater sense of purpose,” he said, “because we are reassuring them.
We’re their eyes and ears.”
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