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MAJ MELNYK:  This is MAJ Les Melnyk, at 8:30 in the morning, 17 September, on the drill floor of the 69th Armory.



CSM Cruzado:  On your feet.  



LTC Slack: All right.  Take your seats.



All right.  About a week ago, the whole damn thing changed.  A week ago, we could watch on television as the Palestinians and the Israelis fought it out and did unspeakable acts of terrorism back and forth, and we could look at other countries and other places and see all these terrible things in Bosnia, these genocidal acts, these mass graves, all these other sickening things, and we could say, well, it happens there, but it doesn't happen here.



If Japan wanted to attack or if Germany wanted at us, they had to cross the ocean.  And even though they compare this tragedy to Pearl Harbor, well, Pearl Harbor was a fight between two armed enemies, both of them wearing uniforms.



You guys can hear me back there?  (Uses microphone)  How about that, can you hear me? 



Troops: Hooah!



LTC Slack:  Talking over the noise in New York City, my voice is failing me.  It's impossible to keep my voice up in that kind of condition.



As I was saying, if the Japanese and Germans wanted to get at us, they had to cross an ocean.



And even though they compare this tragedy to Pearl Harbor, that was a fight between two armed enemies, each flying their own country's flags.



It was a strategic surprise by the Japanese to destroy the Navy.  It really is, in my mind, no direct comparison between Pearl Harbor and the destruction of the World Trade Center and the 5,000 people, innocent civilians, people sitting at their desks, having a cup of coffee, slowly walking up the stairs and the elevator, going to their offices, because that wasn't a strike, a strategic strike between two armed enemies.



That was murder.  Senseless, pitiful murder.  Those people do not deserve an honorable title of soldier.  They are simply murderers.   Terrorist, murderer, they are synonymous words.  



These people have deluded themselves through some twisted psychology into thinking that what they're doing is a noble act.  



But you know what?  They can think anything they want.  They can do what they think they're going to do, but we're not going to let them do it, because the world's police, regardless of what anybody wants to say, is the United States infantryman.



Troops: Hooah!



LTC Slack: The New York City Police Department was, to me, a law enforcement agency and we went in there unarmed and covered down on them to assist them.



What you're going to see here the next couple of weeks, I'm sure, as the United States launches its strikes, is (demonstrative of?) the world's policemen going to work.



And the days of sitting back and saying it's somebody else's business are over.  They came into the heart of our city.  They killed our brothers and sisters.



There were soldiers on the line out there, the cordon line, whose brothers, cousins, friends, family died in those towers.  



From Tuesday afternoon, when I showed up, I've been going through an emotional roller coaster.  I would imagine a lot of you guys have, too.



On Tuesday afternoon, when I got over there, about 12:30, and stood there watching fire trucks blowing up and flames coming out of the wreckage of those buildings, and I saw the human remains on the ground, I switched over somehow and I found myself thinking like a soldier.



Despite all of that, everything that was on my mind was staging this battalion.  I hadn't even heard from my chain of command yet, but I knew that we were going to be in the fight and I started the mobilization process where I could. Even with the phones not working you guys began to respond.



But what's more important is you guys responded when you didn't hear my call and you didn't get a phone call or a (inaudible).  You guys started coming in.



So let's break this down for a second.  The United States of America is at war, as the President said, the first war of the 21st Century against terrorism.  



Think about it.  All the military resources of the United States are dedicated to this fight.  (Inaudible)in this new war, but the first battle of this war was fought right here at the Battery.  



The first soldiers in the entire United States military who showed up was the 69th and the 101 Armor and the 258 FA.  



So of all the millions and millions of servicemen, the first soldiers to fight in this first battle of this war in the new millennium were our battalion with about 400 soldiers and another 400 out of each of those other battalions.  



So the first 1,200 guys, all out of one brigade, were us.  And who would have ever thought that  (Inaudible) in this unbelievable time, who would have ever thought that we’d be there at the very beginning. 



You have to take a lot of pride in the fact that you were there at the very beginning, and nobody had to drag you kicking and screaming into the fight.  Nobody had to drag you, nobody had to go get you, nobody even had to call you.



The 69th Infantry heard the call or felt the call and within hours, hundreds of you were arriving.  Every hour I’d get another strength update and another 50 had appeared.



By the time we’d finished this, there were over 400 of us - you guys sitting right here.  That's a powerful force and in a chaotic time, when all hell is breaking loose and nobody knows who is in charge down in that Battery, nobody knows what to do and the Fire Department is standing there stunned because so many of its men had died in that World Trade Center, when the United States of America looked at that and they saw it on the news, they saw the 69th Infantry and the other 800 guys from the other two battalions working day and night to assist the city in restoring order.





There's no 101st Airborne, no elite 82nd Airborne, no 75th Ranger Regiment.  It was just us.  All right.



You guys are extraordinary men.  You are an extraordinary group of New Yorkers.  All of us have been on that emotional roller coaster.



And whereas I went into this thing thinking about my duty, I have to admit I've looked around time and again and I can feel those (inaudible) into my soul.



I'm not going to tell you some of the things I saw that first day.  Some of you didn't get a chance to see the human wreckage, because you went straight to the cordon line and you might not have seen it.



But up there on West Side Highway, where Tower Two came down, somehow or another, a lot of people came and spilled out down onto the street there.



And I got up there, it was a mess.  In short order, those people were picked up and moved into a ward.  And we know that part and parcel of living in our time is to have sort of a mercenary predatory press.



There is a difference between showing people what's happening and taking close up shots of disemboweled women and children.



What you guys did, and you may think to yourself, jeez, I wasn't on the bucket line, I wasn't hauling a crushed building and taking people out of the pit, or I wasn't with the Scouts up on the rooftops picking up human remains and aircraft parts off the top of buildings, or I wasn’t doing something else really direct.



But you know, you gave those dead people an opportunity to die in privacy and dignity and you turned around thousands of authorized press who may or may not have chosen to do the right thing, and thousands of just creeps who wanted, for their own morbid amusement, to go see what crushed human beings look like.



And it's not possible to put a price on dignity.  In a time when America was raped of a lot of dignity, you guys went in there and gave some dignity to that tragedy.



There's a lot to be proud of.  The fact that you showed up promptly, with your equipment and deployed, the fact that you did everything I asked you to do without complaint, and gave this operation some organization and some dignity.  The fact that you're ready to go again.



That's what I'm going to ask you to today.  I want you to go home tonight.  I want you to decompress.  If you can't decompress, if you can't get over some of the things that are bugging you, you need to let the chain of command know and we'll get a chaplain or a mental health professional to talk to.



Me, I'm going to go to church.  I went to mass on Sunday.  I want to spend some time with my family.  I want to go to mass again.  I want to talk to my extended family and thank them for their calls and letters of concern.



You guys ought to do the same thing.  You gotta reach out to people who love you and (inaudible) with them.  



Let's talk about getting ready to go.  The President is calling up 35,000 Guardsmen and Reservists.  You may be part of that.  We're right here at ground zero still.  This unit is on the line.  We may have to rotate back in at any time to relieve them and pick up that mission again downtown.



We might have to go to JFK or LaGuardia or Newark and guard those airports.  We may have to go to a reservoir and guard them, or we may go to a post-mobilization site and stand up and begin training to go overseas.



All those things are possible, but I don't know of any of them right now to be the case for us.  All I'm here today knowing is there is no mission for us.  We are standing down.  Today is an IDT drill day.



Midnight last night ended your State Active Duty. The payroll has gone forward to pay you for that.  Hopefully the checks -- and you will be paid for the State Active Duty by a paycheck out of your armories, not by direct deposit to the bank for State Active Duty.



Today is IDT.  We had a MUTA 5 [Multiple Unit Training Assembly] scheduled for this weekend.  Now what we're gonna do is use two of those five MUTAs today, because each day on IDT is two active duty pay days.  



So this actually works out for you guys, by not being on State Active Duty today, you get paid for two actual days.



Next weekend, correction, the last weekend of the month, by the vote of your company commanders, you're going to come in on Friday night and Saturday and finish up that MUTA 5.



All these -- today is pay day and pay day at the last weekend of the month will be like a regular IDT direct deposit to the bank.  So that you’re gonna get paid in a couple different ways, at a couple of different times, but I wanted to get the payroll in for you for the State Active Duty quickly in hopes that the check will arrive here before the new two weeks are up.



That's been on my mind and I talked to the Brigade commander.  He went up to Division.  Because right now, everybody needs their money to pay bills.  And I’ve done what I can, whatever I could do, to try and get that to happen.



Go back now to your armories with the  understanding that the mission is unclear to me, but I think it's necessary that we get ready to go right away.  If we wait and we're caught unprepared, we'll be dealing with a mad dash out the door (inaudible.)  



So go back today and work on your armories with a will, put everything to rights, and get ready to go.  



Now, what I want to do is - the buses are actually out there waiting and I want you on them in about ten or fifteen minutes.  But some of you guys may want to say something.  Raise your hands and you can come on up here, because if you have a question about anything, from threat, to what’s been going on in the world, to the mechanics of (inaudible) being paid (Inaudible)



Anything that you might have on your mind.  If it pertains to one it probably pertains to all.  I don't want you to leave here thinking you haven't had a chance to get some questions answered.



I want a show of hands.  Does anybody have anything that they need to talk about or they want questions answered right now, by me?  This is a closed family, right here, and you guys might have things that you want to say.  



Anybody got anything they want to say?  Any questions you want to ask?  Come on up here.  (Soldier speaks - Inaudible.)  



Okay.  Sergeant (inaudible – Culhane?) wants to make a donation out of his paycheck, really to help America, is what you’re talking about.  



Okay.  Donations.  Donations are a very personal thing.  There's a lot of different ways to help.  The Combined Federal Campaign will take money and they'll distribute it to a bunch of different agencies which you may choose.  



There's churches, there are American Red Cross, there's these folks who come here (inaudible) Everywhere you look, everywhere you look (inaudible) there are organizations that will take your money. 




It's a personal thing.  There is no fund that has been set up by the Department of Military and Naval Affairs of the State of New York for that kind of thing.



Within the 69th family, there is no fund going on right now to be able to donate private funds.  What I think you have to do is find a church or a local agency and donate to them.



I wish I could help you with some collective (inaudible) to collect money in, but right now we don't have such a fund.



(Inaudible soldier speaking)



Okay, 1SG Acevedo brought up the point about one of our lieutenants who was in the ING – the Inactive National Guard - LT Baptiste from Company A.  Lieutenant Baptiste worked here for about a year as a platoon leader and he had to take some time off to work on his civilian degree and he was about to come back to Company A.



I found out on Tuesday or Wednesday that he was one of the missing police officers and is presumed dead.



SPEAKER:  Firefighter, sir.



LTC SLACK:  Firefighter.  There is also a soldier from, I think, the Headquarters, Charlie Company (inaudible) who lost his brother, and who stayed in uniform and was on the street until about Friday when, I guess, he couldn’t take it anymore.  



There was another soldier next to him, one of our sergeants, who lost his first cousin.  There are probably a lot more of you guys out there who lost friends or family.  



LT Baptiste was the only member of the 69th that I'm aware of.  Does anybody know of any other 69th guys who died (Inaudible)?  All right.



What I'd like to do is using LT Baptiste as our guy and thinking about a larger audience, if you would just bow your heads with me and take a moment if silence and pray. 



(Silence)



God bless.  



I'll tell you what.  I'm not going back, unless ordered to go back on duty, I'm not going back to the World Trade Center site until that place is completely gone.  



I’ve done all the looking at that I ever want to see.  So like I say, I'm going to go home and decompress.  I'm going to clean up my equipment.  I'm going to make contact with my chain of command, and I'm going to get ready to go.  Because right below the pain that I feel is a burning fuckin’ desire to kill something.  (Troops – Loud “Hooah”) And somebody just needs to give the 69th a chance and that somebody is going to get a belly full.  



Alright.  I'm proud of you guys, the 3rd Brigade is proud of you guys, the 42nd Rainbow Division is proud of you guys ...  did I see a hand?



(Inaudible soldier speaking)



Specialist Dejesus wants to know if he can stay on and continue to work.



Right now, there are probably (inaudible.) We never were federalized, keep that in mind.  We never were federalized.  We did our duty under State . . . under State funds, and that's a limited pool.



I think the Governor wants to keep this disaster in house, he doesn’t really want the Federal Government to take over.



So what they do, because they're directing whatever funds are available to the battalions that are standing up. Battalions that are standing down, like we are, there is no coordination (inaudible – active duty pay days?.)  There may be, but as it stands right now, there are not.



What the Sergeant Major has asked each company commander, to get the volunteer soldiers of each unit, particularly here at Lexington Avenue, to stay on and work.  There’s a lot of issues to resolve, (inaudible) issues to get this place ready to go as a headquarters and as a mobilization site.



So those persons, if you're interested in staying on duty, see your company commander or first sergeant, and they’ll get the list up to the Sergeant Major and he’ll use you at least during the course of this week.



Any other questions out there?  (Inaudible.)



Sergeant Jackson (?) just brought up a real great point.  We’ve been doing our duty and people have been opening their hearts and providing physical resources, everything from socks and beverages and food, anything you can imagine has been at our fingertips.



And they’ve also been coming up - the Charlie Company commander showed me a beautiful letter that was put in his hand by a young woman who walked up.  Another soldier had a rose in his hand at a checkpoint and showed me a note that a woman came up and gave him.



And these were deep expressions of gratitude, and Specialist Dejesus’ comment was “what do we do to show our appreciation to them.”



I don't have access to the New York Times or any other media, so I really can't get on and say thank you.  It's not my place anyhow, and higher headquarters down there at the Battery was a brigade level command structure.



I think you have to leave this one in the hands of the Governor, the President, the Mayor.  I understand that one of our sergeants, I'm not sure who it was, got a big hug from the Governor yesterday.  Somebody in Delta Company?  (Soldier speaks - inaudible) Sergeant Pacheco.  



Everywhere you go, people came up to us to thank us and our thanks back to them was your service.  The fact that you were there is priceless.  There has to be a trust between Americans and we all care for each other.



So I don't know if we're going to be able to reach out, except for a few particular agencies that went out of their way to help us, and I'm going to write letters to them.  But to the great Americans of New York City, the general public, I think they just have to know that Americans come together in these kinds of crises and put their little differences aside, and I think this city is going through a big period of mourning, and also a recognition that there is a lot of love in this town.



Anybody got any other thoughts or questions?  (Inaudible.)  



Okay, SGT Hernandez was talking about some church efforts that have been going on, in particular, (deserve) our recognition  That's in the same vein as the point that was brought up by Specialist Dejesus.



And if you guys know of a particular church or agency that needs a letter from me on our letterhead thanking them, just come on up and let me know and I’ll get that out.



Okay.  Because the buses are humming out there, and it's now 9:00 o'clock, and I want you guys to head out of here, I’m gonna wrap this up.



Again, my last thoughts as you get on that bus are a deep sense of pride and a desire to get ready to go.  But go home and tell your loved ones that you're not on the block now to go.  This unit is not on what the Army calls a TPFDL [Time Phased Force Deployment List], which is a list of units getting ready to deploy.  We are not on the current TPFDL to go overseas. 



So go home, take some time, do what you go to do, go back to work, but keep your ears tuned to your telephones and the radio.  If I need you or the State needs you, come on back.  



All right, gentlemen.  



(The address was concluded.)

* * * * *




